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INTRODUCTION 


The present work is intended to describe in detail the archaeological results of the 
explorations which I carried out in 1900-01, under the orders of the Government of India, in 
the southern portion of Chinese Turkestan, and particularly in the region of Khotan. It has 
been my endeavour to make this account as exact and exhaustive as seemed justified by the 
importance of the discoveries which rewarded my journey, and by the interest of the observations 
then collected regarding the early geography and civilization of the country. Considering the 
length to which the work has grown, and also that its conclusion coincides with the commence- 
ment of a fresh and absorbing task in the same field, I may be allowed to restrict my 
introductory remarks to a brief record of the circumstances which led me to form my plan 
and enabled me to carr}' it into execution, and to some needful explanations concerning the 
conditions in which the results were finally elaborated. 

Ever since 1S91, when the famous birch-bark codex acquired by Colonel Bower from Kucha 
became known to Indologists, my e3'es had been turned towards Eastern Turkestan as a field 
for archaeological enterprise. But the difficulties with which then, and for long years thereafter, 
I had to contend, in order to assure the completion of my labours on Kalhana’s Chronicle of 
Kashmir, while the leisure left to me by onerous administrative duties was of the scantiest, 
precluded any actual steps in that direction. In the spring of 1897, when the conclusion of 
those labours was drawing within sight, I became acquainted, through personal communications 
from the late Professor Buhler, with the important find of ancient birch-bark leaves, containing 
a Buddhist text in early Prakrit and in Kharosthi writing, of which M. Dutreuil de Rhins 
had acquired a portion during his stay at Khotan. These remarkable fragments, of which 
others had found their way to St. Petersburg, were on their publication by M. Senart at once 
recognized as the oldest Indian MS. then known, and they decided me to fix upon Khotan as 
my goal. 

Other acquisitions from the same region, which had reached Calcutta, helped to assure me 
still further of the importance of this particular field. Dr. A. F. R. Hoernle, c. i. e., to whose 
long-continued efforts we owe the decipherment and elucidation of those first discoveries of 
ancient Sanskrit texts from Kucha, had induced the Government of India to issue instructions 
to its political representatives in Kashgar, Ladak and Kashmir for the acquisition of antiques 
from Chinese Turkestan. The most notable additions which the collection thus formed in 
Calcutta under Dr. Hoernle’s charge received during the years 1895—7, consisted of MSS. and 
other remains which were said to have been obtained by native ‘treasure-seekers’ from sites in 
the Khotan oasis and adjoining parts of the Taklamakan desert. But no reliable information 
was ever forthcoming as to the exact origin of these finds, or the character of the sites which 
were supposed to have furnished them. The many questions of historical interest which from 
the absence of such data had to be left unanswered — and the doubts which soon arose as to 
the genuineness of a large portion of these acquisitions, consisting of MSS. and block-prints in 
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variety of ‘unknown characters ’—were the best proof of the urgent need for proper 
^lorations on the spot. 

I had discussed the plan of such explorations with Professor Buhler before I left Europe 
1897, and often have I thought since of the words with which that lamented scholar, during 
. last hour I was destined to spend in his ever stimulating company, expressed his keen 
erest in my plan as well as his appreciation of its practical difficulties. Not the . least of these 
s the question how to secure the needful freedom and means. The exacting duties of 

1 post then held by me under the Panjab University did not allow me to take preparatory 
-ps towards the execution of my plan until the sumnier of 1898, when, after having obtained 
Kashmir the necessary practical data, I asked Dr. Hoernle to help in securing for my project 

2 support of the Indian Government. I owe it largely to Dr. Hoernle’s generous interest 
my proposals that the formal application which I submitted in August, 1898, met with 

/ourable consideration. Regard for the exigencies of the post then held by me had obliged 

3 to restrict the first scheme to a journey of only six months, to be undertaken in 1899. 
ne total cost was estimated at Rs. 6,800, and this sum the Governments of India and the 
injab agreed to provide by joint contributions of two-thirds and one-third, respectively. 

Final sanction had scarcely reached me in the spring of 1899 when my appointment to 
e Indian Educational Service as Principal of the .Calcutta Madrasah necessitated a post- 
anement of the journey, and a reconsideration of the official arrangements concerning it. 
ortunately the Government of Bengal, under the late Sir John Woodburn, a zealous friend 
■ Oriental research, proved as ready to recognize the importance of my proposed explorations 
; had Sir Mackworth Young's administration in the Panjab. The changed conditions of my 
ppointment permitted an expansion of the time limit 'and also of the scope of my journey, 
'he modified scheme to which the Government of India accorded their final sanction in July, 

899, provided for my deputation to Chinese Turkestan for a period of one year from June, 

900. A grant of Rs. 11,000 {£ 733 ) was placed at my disposal to meet the estimated cost 
f the expedition, the contribution of the Government of India being increased to Rs. 6,500, 
rhile the remaining sum, as far as it was not covered by the grant which the Panjab Govern- 
nent kindly allowed to stand, was provided from provincial funds of Bengal. 

It affords me gratification that, in spite of the difficulties arising from great distances and 
physical obstacles, and of the uncertainties inseparable from an enterprise in a new field, the 
vhole of my programme was accomplished strictly within the sanctioned estimates of time and 
expense. I should probably not have been able to keep the expenses within the relatively 
nodest limits here indicated had not the Survey of India Department offered its assistance for 
an important adjunct of my researches. The necessity of fixing accurately the position of 
ancient sites and generally elucidating the historical geography of the country brought surveys 
af the regions visited into close connexion with my immediate task. But I also realized from 
the first that only by utilizing every opportunity the journey might offer for geographical work 
of a more general character, could I gain that practical familiarity with the physical conditions 
of the country which is needed for the right interpretation of its past. 

Colonel St. George Gore, r.e., c.s.i., late Surveyor General of India, readily offered for 
this object the aid of his Department. He kindly agreed to depute with me one of its experienced 
native surveyors, Babu (now Rai Sahib) Ram Singh, and to provide the necessary equipment of 
surveying instruments, together with a grant of Rs. 2,000 (;!Ci 33 ) intended to cover the additional 
expenses of survey operations. With the assistance of the Surveyor, to whose excellent services 
I have had occasion to refer elsewhere, it became possible to carry on a continuous system o 
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surv'eys by plane table, astronomical observations, and triangnlation during the whole of my 
travels. The results of these sur\fcys, which in the mountains I supplemented by photogrammetric 
sur\'ey work of my own, and to the direction and supervision of which I devoted a good deal of 
time and attention, will be found illustrated by the ' Map of the territory of Khotan and adjoining 
regions’, on the scale of S miles to i inch, which accompanies this Report. Its use will, I hope, 
considerably facilitate a correct comprehension of the numerous questions, equally interesting 
for the historical student and the geographer, which I have had to discuss in relation to the 
ancient sites now abandoned to the desert. 

For the generous consideration and aid which Lord Cukzon’.s Government and the local 
administrations of Bengal and the Panjfib accorded to me, I wish to record here my deep sense 
of gratitude. To it I owed the long sought for chance of serving the interests of Oriental 
research in a new field, and with that measure of freedom which permits full concentration 
of scholarly ciTorts. But grateful, too, I must feel to Fate for having allowed me to use this 
chance to the full, and for having rewarded my labours on diflicuk ground with results which 
competent fellow-scholars have recognized as an ample return for the means and facilities so 
liberally granted to me. Of the serious difficulties and risks which had to be faced at various 
stages of my journey and which might easily have thwarted my aims, there is no need to speak 
here in detail. A perusal of my Personal Narrative ^ will suffice to show the character and 
c.xtent of die obstacles which had to be reckoned with during my work in the Taklamakan. 

I could not have overcome them successfully without the active co-operation of the Chinese 
administrators of the districts upon which 1 depended for whatever was needed during the winter 
campaign in "the desert. In the Ambans Pan Darin and Huang-Daloi, then in charge of Khotan 
and Kenya, I was fortunate to find reliable friends, ever ready to help me with everything in their 
power. I look back with all the more gratitude to their unfailing ailention and kindness, as it 
was shown at a time when the Empire was in conflict with the European powers, and as neither 
honours nor material rewards were to be e.\*pcctcd for it. The true historical sense innate in 
educated Chinese, and tlieir legendary remembrance of HsUan-lsang, the great ‘monk of the T'ang 
period ’( whom I claimed as my guide, proved helpful in e.xplaining the objects of 
mj' c.\plorations. But the sympathetic attitude which the provincial administration from the first 
showed towards my work, must mainly be attributed to the effective support given to me by 
Mr. G. Macaktkev, c. i.e., the representative of the Indian Government at Kashgar. Apart 
from the advantages which Iiis personal influence secured to me, I derived manifold benefits 
from the practical help and advice with which this accomplished friend favoured me during 
my stay at Kashgar. For these, and the watchful care with which he followed my e.xplorations 
from afar, I must record here the expression of my lasting gratitude. 

The value of the scientific results of my explorations may be left to be judged from the 
record presented in these volumes. Yet I feel I am justified in referring to the generous 
acknowledgement which those results have already received from fellow Orientalists. Their opinion, 
whether recorded in the formal resolution of the Xlllth International Congress of Orientalists % 
or expressed in reviews and other notices by such distinguished scholars as MM. Foucher, Sylvain 
Ldvi, Senart, and others, have been a great encouragement to me and have helped me to bear 
the strain entailed by the elaboration of the results. 


' Sand-lurmI Ruins of Khotan, Personal Narrative of a 
journey of archaeologtcal and gcographieal exploration in 
Chinese Turkestan. By M. Aurel Stein. First edition. 


London, T. Fisher Unwin, 1903; second edition, Hurst and 
Blackett, 1904. 

‘ See Ruins of Khotan, p. xiii. 
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The difficulties to which I refer are accounted for largely by the extent of the archaeological 
operations carried out, the great variety of the finds and observations made, and not less b}°the 
scope and character Avhich I felt obliged to give to my task of recording them. The extent of 
the field-work is sufficiently illustrated by the fact that, taking only the territoty of ancient 
Khotan, the old sites and remains which I surveyed in detail or excavated are scattered over 
an area which in a direct line stretches for more than 300 miles from west to east. The wide ran^re 
of the antiquarian remains is equally striking. Dating back to periods which may be estimated 
to extend over at least eleven centuries, they show remarkable diversity in nature and character. 
Among the sites surveyed there are represented the curious wind-eroded ‘ Tatis ’, typical of the 
great physical changes to which the soil of the tracts bordering on the desert is subject ; ‘ culture- 
strata ’ left behind by thickly inhabited ancient settlements and deeply buried below the loess 
accumulations of centuries ; and in the area now overrun by the moving sands of the Taklamakan, 
sites with structural ruins of all kinds and in all stages of preserx^ation. The remains discovered 
of temples, fortified posts, Sarais, private dwellings, &c., with tlie relics of ancient art-work and 
industrial products found in them, have been so plentiful and multifarious as to enable us to 
study most aspects of the early civilization which once flourished there. 

The very abundance and novelty of tlie archaeological materials brought to light necessarily 
made the task of correctly recording and interpreting them one of considerable difficulty. But 
what greatly added to the difficulty — as it undoubtedly did also to the fascination and scientific 
interest of the work — was the remarkable diversity of cultural influences thus revealed in the arts 
of ancient Khotan. That the Buddhism which we knew from Chinese records to have been early 
established in the countty had been imported, directly or indirectly, from India was, of course, 
always certain. But there was little to prepare us for such overwhelming evidence as the wealth 
of Kharo.sthi documents on wood and leather discovered at the Niya Site has furnished of the large 
place which Indian language and culture must have occupied in the administration and daily life 
of this region during die early centuries of our era®. That Sanskrit Buddhist literature was 
studied in Khotan down to the end of the eighth centuty a. d. has been proved beyond all doubt 
by the texts in Brrihmi script which I c.xcavatcd in the ruined shrines and monastic dwellings 
of Dandan-Uilici and Endere. At the same time, the large scries of ancient .stucco sculptures, 
frescoes, painted tablets, and relief carvings in wood, from ruins the dates of which, as determined 
by exact chronological evidence, range from the third to the eighth centuty, has conclusively 
demonstrated that the Graeco-Buddhist art of the extreme north-west of India found a new home 
in Khotan and enjoyed a long-continued local development. 

The territory of Khotan had, like the rest of the Trirlm basin, been under Chinese supremacy 
for consider.ablc periods both under the Han and the T'ang dynasties. The interesting finds 
of Chinese records on wood and paper, Chinese .sgraffiti, coins, articles of industrial art, &c., 
at the sites excavated by me have made it abundantly clear that Chinese political control was 
effective, and that the influence of Chinc.se ci%-ilization, too, must have strongly .asserted itself. 
The fact that Khotan occupied an important position on the ancient trade route from China 
to the Oxus basin no doubt helped to increase this influence. 'I'o the .same connecting link 
we must ascril>c those early relations with the distant West which the remarkable series of classical 
seals fouiul impressed in clay on a number of the ancient Kharosthi documenl.s from the Niya Site 
attests in so striking a fashion k The imitation of Persian art, of which we find unmistnlxdde , 
indications five cenusrics later in Buddhist p.ainiings recovered from the shrines of Dandan Uiliq. 


• Sic c!a;>. m, in p.vtica’.u j-.p. 363 yipj. 


‘ Scfi I'clo'.v, pjt, 3 r .4 f qq- 
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forms an instructive parallel, and, like the curious find of a Judaeo-Persian document at the same 
site, convincingly demonstrates the continuity of these relations. Finally, the finds of Tibetan 
MSS. and sgraffiti in the ruined fort and temple of Endcre prove that we have to reckon also with 
influences from the side of Tibet. From the seventh century onwards these are accounted for by 
historically attested invasions ; but there are ethnic connexions, at present less clearly recognizable, 
which suggest them also for earlier periods. 

But with all these varied foreign influences at work, there is ample evidence to show that 
Khotan, together with other territories of Eastern Turkestfin, possessed during the Pre- 
Muliammadan epoch a well-defined civilization of its own. Neither tlie occasional references of 
tlie Chinese Annals nor the brief notices of Chinese Buddhist pilgrims could help us far to 
reconstruct, in its main aspects, that bj'gone phase of civilization of which all indigenous I 
records and remains seemed to have vanished. Nor could acquisitions of chance finds, made 
from afar, of uncertain, if not suspected, origin and unaccompanied by precise archaeological 
evidence, be expected to throw true light on this cultural milieu and the historical changes and 
developments it had witnessed. 

In order to secure materials that would help us to recover this interesting chapter of lost 
history, and to interpret it rightly, it was not enough to conduct excavations and to arrange 
for the deposition of what official language styles the 'archaeological proceeds’ in Museums. 
It was at least equally important that an exact and detailed record should be kept of all 
obsen’ations made on the ground, and that the evidence thus secured should be published 
with all possible care and fullness. It is needless to emphasize for fellow-scholars the impor- 
tance of this condition, which the canons of scientific archaeology impose upon any qualified 
worker. Yet for the benefit of others I cannot refrain from quoting the warning which an 
archaeological explorer of unequalled experience. Professor Flinders Petrie, has so eloquently 
recorded in his admirable handbook on Afdhods and Aims in Arc/iaeoloj^y. 'To leave a site 
merely plundered, without any attempt to work out its history, to see the meaning of the 
remains found, or to publish what may serve future students of the place or the subject, is 
to throw away the opportunities which have been snatched from those who might have used 
them properly ’ 

I have often had to refer to the grave risks with which all ancient remains at the desert 
sites of Khotan arc threatened by the destructive effect of wind-erosion, and even more at the 
hand of ‘ treasure-seekers whose operations have in recent years been stimulated by the 
demands of European collectors. The thought of these risks and the knowledge that neither 
Khotan nor any other part of Eastern Turkestiin, in spite of the conserving capacity of the 
climate, could ever have competed with countries like Egj'pt in wealth of antiquarian remains, 
always urged me on to unwearied exertion. The same thought and knowledge made me feel 
with equal keenness my responsibility in regard to the duty ' to work with tlie fullest care and 
detail in recording, to publish everything fully’®. 

To the obligation here indicated the peculiar conditions of the field in which my work 
lay added another closely allied one. I mean the necessity of recording in some detail my 
observations on the modern physical conditions and ethnography of the region. To the critical 


student of history, whether he deals with the written records or the antiquarian relics of the 
past, the powerful influence exercised by geographical conditions and surroundings must ever 


\ 


be present. Nor ought he to ignore the useful guidance which ethnic inheritance affords for 


‘ See Methods and Aims in Archaeology, p. 179. ‘ Comp. Flinders Petrie, loc. cit,, p. 175. 
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the proper comprehension of the past of a people and its civilization’. Eastern Turkestan is 
not a part of the earth as easily accessible as Greece or Egypt or India. If in recent years 
much has been achfeved, particularly through Dr. Hedin’s labours, towards the elucidation of 
its topography, yet there are great tracts where the detailed knowledge of local conditions, 
routes, &c., must still be gained primarily on the spot. The same observation applies still 
more forcibly to the ethnography of the country. These considerations will explain why I often 
felt obliged to record modern physical and anthropological facts when discussing questions 
connected with earlier economic and ethnic conditions. They also justify me in looking upon 
the publication of my Personal Narrative, in which observations of geographical interest 
together with others illustrating the life and character of the population could be suitably 
detailed for a wider public, as a useful and even necessary preliminary to the present work. 

Just as it was important for the proper investigation of antiquarian questions to keep in 
view the geographical and ethnographical background, so too my task presupposed constant 
references to whatever written records have come down to us of the early history of these 
regions. The great majority of these records have to be gleaned from scattered passages in 
the Chinese dynastic Annals and the itineraries of Chinese Buddhist pilgrims to India. The 
limitations of my philological knowledge, which, as I have often bitterly regretted, does not 
extend to Chinese, would not allow me to consult these sources in the original. Nevertheless 
I have thought it right to attempt the succinct sketches of the history of Eastern Turkestan, 
Kashgar and Khotan which are embodied in chapters in andvii''. Fortunately M. Chavannes’ 
recent publication Documents siir les Tou-Uiue {Tiircs) occidentaux has opened to us a rich • 
storehouse of precise and valuable information on the history of Central Asia during the 
period of Chinese ascendancy under the T'angs, including a great portion of those notices in 
critically revised and annotated translations. For the Chinese notices on Khotan I could avail 
myself of the full extracts which Abel Rdmusat, in a small but very meritorious puhlication, had 
rendered accessible from the Encyclopaedia of the Picn i tien \ I hope those historical sketches 
will prove useful by the endeavour made in them to apply to the recorded historical date the 
light of geographical and antiquarian knowledge acquired on the spot. 

The preparation of my detailed report on the lines indicated was bound to prove an 
exacting task; but the difficulty of securing adequate leisure made it more difficult still and 
has greatly delayed its completion. The period of three months’ special duty which the 
Secretary of State had been pleased to sanction after I had, early in July, 1901, deposited my 
archaeological finds in the British Museum as a temporary measure, barely sufficed for the 
provisional arrangement of the collection and the preparation of the Preliminary Report 
published the same autumn At its expiration I was obliged to return to India, where during 
the following half-year my heavy official duties as Inspector of Schools in the Panjab precluded 
the possibility of any scholarly occupation. Fortunately, however, the Government of India, 
on the proposal of the Panjab Government, and influenced, no doubt, by the interest which 
H. E. Lord Curzon was kind enough to show in the results of my expedition, sanctioned, 
with the concurrence of H.M.’s Secretary of State, my deputation to England in May, 1902, 
in order that I might be enabled to elaborate those results and to make arrangements for 
their publication with the help of expert scholars in Europe. 

■ ? See below, pp. 52-72, 166-84. Copographical exploration in Chinese Turkestan. By M. A. 

« See Histoire de la Ville de Khotan, Paris, 1820. Stein. India Office, London, 1901. 

'' Preliminary Report- on a journey of archaeological and 
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I had every reason to feel deeply grateful to the Viceroy and the Indian GoVerhment for 
the generous consideration thus shown to me and my work. But the period of seven months’ 
stay in England, to which my deputation was at first limited, proved, as I had feared, wholly 
insufficient for the task. Two successive extensions which the Secretary of State, after reference 
to the Government of India, kindly sanctioned, added to the above period an aggregate of ten 
months. By dint of great exertions I could thus complete while in England those important 
portions of my task for which it was indispensable to have ready access to my archaeological finds 
deposited in die British Museum, as well as to the manifold expert help I needed for their detailed 
study and reproduction. The difficulty of these labours had been considerably increased by 
the uncertainty as to the length of time available for them. Yet before I left England I had 
managed to conclude the arrangements for the decipherment and publication of all the varied 
finds of MSS, and documents; to prepare and pass through the press the numerous plates of 
antiques ; to supervise the drawing, &c,, of the detailed map from original surveys which 
accompanies this work, and, last but not least, to bring out my Sand-buried Ruins of Khotan, 
which in many respects has formed a necessary preparation and complement to the present work. 

After my return to India at the close of 1903 I devoted every moment of leisure 
I could spare from my duties as Inspector- General of Education and Archaeological Surveyor, 
North-west Frontier Province and Baluchistan, to continued work on my report. But in 
spite of all efforts its publication might have been delayed for years, had not the Government 
of India, in order to enable me to resume my explorations in Chinese Turkestan in the spring 
of 1906, been induced to set me free once more by the grant of six months’ special duty from 
October of last year. It was during these busy winter months in Kashmir, while many practical 
preparations for my new journey claimed attention, that the greater part of my text was written. 

From the reasons which explain why this final report could not be presented earlier, I now 
turn with pleasure to the duty of recording my acknowledgements to those scholars and friends 
without whose valuable collaboration and kind help this work could not have been completed 
in its present form. First among them I must mention my artist friend, Mr. Fred. H. Andrews, 
late Principal of the Mayo School of Art, Lahore, and now Director of the Art Department, 
Battersea Polytechnic, whose devoted exertions have effectively furthered my labours ever since 
my return from Chinese Turkestan. His wide knowledge of ancient Indian art, especially 
of the Graeco-Buddhist style, his familiarity with the products of many old Eastern industries, 
and his own high artistic abilities, c.\ceptionally qualified him to assist me in the arrangement, 
description, and illustration of my collection of antiques. The detailed descriptive list of these 
included in the report is wholly his work, though, having myself checked and revised it, I must 
accept full responsibility for its contents, and in particular for the data as to the origin of 
individual antiques. Without the painstaking accuracy and fullness of Mr. Andrews’ descriptions 
it would probably have been impossible for me to complete my report at a time when some six 
thousand miles separated me from my collection. The value of Mr. Andrews’ descriptive list 
will be all the more appreciated by students of the early arts and industries of Central Asia 
since, according to a decision of the Indian Government, the whole of the archaeological finds 
will now be distributed between the museums of Calcutta and Lahore and the British Museum. 
As comparison of the original objects will thus be difficult, their use for future researches will 
mainly depend on the details furnished by the descriptive list and on the illustrations given in the 
plates. For the preparation of the latter and for the investigation of all questions affecting the 
technical and art aspects of my finds, Mr. Andrews’ expert help and advice have been of 
the utmost value to me. His unwearied assistance did not cease after I left England, and 

b 2 
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has greatly facilitated the passing through the press of these volumes. Besides the sketches 
and diagrams reproduced among the illustrations, I owe to Mr. Andrews’ artistic skill the 
black and white drawing which has furnished the vignette for the title-page. My volumes 
could scarcely issue under a more felicitous emblem than this faithfully restored enlargement 
of the figure of Pallas Promachos as seen in several of the ancient seal impressions in clay 
excavated by me. 

I shall always associate the remembrance of the labours given to the elucidation of my 
archaeological finds with the British Museum, where they found their first resting-place. I may 
hence fittingly record in this place my obligations to its authorities who readily accorded 
them shelter. Both in the Coin Department and in that of Mediaeval Antiquities, where my 
collection was successively accommodated, I enjoyed exceptional facilities for its arrangement, 
&c., Mr. C. H. Read, Keeper of the latter Department, proving in particular a most helpful 
adviser. 

I owed these facilities in the first place to the kind help of my friend Prof. E. J. Rapson, 
then Assistant Keeper of the Coin Department, who during my absence in India charged himself 
also with the care of my collection. It was with a feeling of keen relief that I received the 
same friend’s offer to undertake what from the first I had recognized as the most difficult 
of the philological tasks resulting from my explorations, — the decipherment and publication of 
the mass of Kharosthi documents on wood and leather recovered from the Niya Site. No 
scholar could have been better qualified for this arduous work. Prof. Rapson’s preliminary 
papers show the advance he has already made in the task^®. I owe it to Prof, Rapson's 
kindness that in chap, xi I have been able to indicate some results of his labours possessing 
special antiquarian bearings. The full publication of these documents, for which Prof. Rapson 
has been fortunate enough to secure the assistance of two distinguished savants^ M. E. Senart, 
Membre de I’lnstitut, the decipherer of so many important Indian epigraphical records, and 
M. I’Abbd A. Boyer, had to be reserved for a separate volume which is to follow this report 
at a date that cannot yet be specified. 

For the MSS. and documents written in Brahml characters, and showing texts partly in 
Sanskrit, partly in two non-Indian languages. Dr. A. F. R. Hoernle, c.i.e., was from the first 
marked out as the most competent editor. The eminent Indologist has completed his edition 
of these finds. It would have been difficult to provide for their publication in connexion 
with this report except by a separate volume; and as Dr. Hoernle has recently undertaken, 
under the auspices of the India Office, the editing of a series in which all previous MS. 
acquisitions from Eastern Turkestan entrusted to his care are to be published, the inclusion 
in it of those Brahmi texts has appeared more convenient. In the meantime Dr. Hoernle 
has placed at my disposal a valuable analysis of the Brahmi documents and inscriptions, which 
has been of great help in describing these finds in chapters ix and xii ”, and for which I wish 
to offer here my special thanks. 

Among the Appendices contributed to my report there is none for which I feel more 
deeply grateful than that in which M. t . X ). Chavannes, Membre de I’lnstitut, has with masterly 
clearness analysed my finds of Chinese documents and inscriptions. It is not for me to 
appraise the exceptional qualifications which have rendered M. Chavannes the leading authority 
on all Chinese sources of information concerning the history and geography of Central Asia. 
The great help I have derived from his annotated translations of those finds, as well as from 


See below, pp. 326 sqq., 364 sqq. 


» See below, pp. 257 sqq., 295 sqq., 439 sq. 
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the long series of his earlier publications, will be evident to my readers from every chapter. 
But in addition I owe a debt of gratitude to M. Chavannes for a service of friendship which, 
I know, must have cost heavy sacrifices of time and labour. In order to secure in my work 
that uniformity in the transcriinlon (according to Wade’s system) of Chinese names and terms, the 
want of which in the various publications constdted for Chinese records had often been a sore 
difficulty to me, and with a view to assuring general correctness in Chinese references, he kindly 
charged himself with a detailed revision of the latter, both in my MS. and in a final proof. 

For my finds of Tibetan MSS. and sgraffiti (Appendix* B) I had the good fortune to 
secure as joint editors two scholars of critical thoroughness, Dr. L. D, Bauni;7T, of the British 
Museum, and Rev. A. M. Fhancki:, of the Moravian Mission, Ladak. Dr. Barnett’s preliminary 
notice will have .shown to Orientalists how well qualified he was to elucidate the importance of 
those MS. finds for the history of Tibetan langu.agc and literature **. By his c.xccptional knowledge 
of Tibetan rock-carvings and of the colloquial langu.agc, the Rev. Mr. Fnincke has been able 
to deal successfully with the .sgraffiti which would have baffled any Tibetan scholar in Europe. 
To Mr. F. W. Thomas, the learned librarian of the India Office, my sincere thanks are due for 
having kindly supplemented the Tibetan notices of Khotan otherwise accessible to me by the 
\*3luablc e.xtracls from the Kanjur reproduced in Appendix E. From another and widely distant 
field of Oricnl.al research has valuable help come to me in the learned analysis which Professor 
D. S. MAacououTii has given of the curious Judaeo- Persian document from Dandan-Uiliq 
reproduced in Appendix C. 

The classification of my collection of coins could not have been carried out by more competent 
scholars than Dr. S. W. Busunt.L, c..m.g., the distingui.shcd Sinologist, and Prof. E. J. Rapso.v. 
Though I had endeavoured, as far as my means of reference would permit, to determine on the 
spot all coins actually found by me, yet the inventory list in Appendix and the plates illustrating 
it were prepared mainly from the materials which those two friends were kind enough to place 
at my disposal. To Dr. S. W. Bushell I am still further indebted for the liberality with which 
he has allowed me to draw upon his store of antiquarian and historical knowledge in questions 
connected with Chinese lore. To Dr. Piatcv Gaudnek, Professor of Archaeology at Oxford, 
I must offer my best thanks for having accorded to me the same favour in regard to objects 
of classical and scmi-clnssical art contained in my collection. 

The two interesting Appendices F, G, in which Professors A. II. Cjiuncii, f.r.s., and 
L. DE Ldczv have recorded the results of their respective analyses of the stucco materials, and 
the loess and .sand .specimens brought back by me from Khotan sites, deserve all the more my 
grateful acknowledgements, as they clear up questions in which the archaeologist can derive guidance 
solely from natural science. The same is the ease with the important investigations which 
Prof, J. WiESNER, Director of the Institute for Plant- Physiology, Vienna University, has 
devoted to the ancient paper materials represented among my antiquarian finds 'I Nor ought 
I to omit grateful mention here of the valuable assistance I have received in the anthropological 
field, linking as it were the domains of historical and natural science, from the instructive analysis 
to which my friend Mr. T. A. Joyce, of the British Museum, Secretary of the Anthropological 
Institute of Great Britain, has subjected the anthropometric materials I collected on my journey 


” See J.R.A.S., 1903, pp. 109 sqq.; below, pp. sq. 
” Sec J. Wiesner, Ein nttter Ralrag zur GeschichU des 
Papiercs, in Sitzungslerichte of the Imperial Academy, 
Vienna, histor.-philos. Klasse, 1904 ; comp, below, pp. 


307 sq., 426. 

** Sec On the physical anthropology of the oases of Khotan 
and Kenya. 13 y T. A. Joyce, in foursial of the Anthropol, 
Institute, 1903, pp. 304-24 ; comp, below, pp. 144 sqq. 
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A reference to chapter vi, where I have. discussed the racial origin of the Khotan population, will 
show how illuminating these investigations are to the historical student. 

For the publication of my report, the liberal Arrangements sanctioned by tlie Secretary' of 
State have proved of great help, and for them I may be allowed to record my special gratitude. 
At my request the preparation of the collotype plates illustrating antiques was entrusted to 
Mr. W. Griggs, whose name has been made familiar by the labours of a lifetime to every student 
of Indian art. I appreciate all the more gratefully the personal care and attention which Mr. Griggs 
has bestowed on the work as I know that much of this, as in the case of other scholarly publications 
to which he has lent his skill, must have been a labour of love. The drawing of the map of Khotan 
and the adjoining regions was entrusted to Mr. J. W. Addison, map draughtsman of the Royal 
Geographical Society, and effected In a fashion which has been commended by competent 
judges. 

I had every reason to feel gratified when the Delegates of the Clarendon Press, with a grant 
from the India Office, agreed to undertake the printing and publication of the work, together with 
the preparation of the remaining plates. My hope that the resources of that great offichia would 
facilitate the early issue of the work, and in a fitting form, has been justified by experience. For 
the typographical care bestowed on these volumes and for much kind attention besides, I wish to 
express here my thanks to Mr. C. Cannan, Secretary to the Delegates, and Mr. H. Hart, the 
University Printer. 

Owing to the great distance separating me from the Press, it was impossible for me to see 
more than one proof, and even for this the available time was very scanty. I could not have hoped 
to assure the requisite degree of correctness, had not the self-sacrificing kindness of friends come 
to my help. Mr. J. S. Cotton, editor of the Imperial Gazetteer of India, kindly revised my 
manuscript before it went to the press, with regard to those literary requirements of which he is 
so experienced a judge. Mr. Vincent Smith, the distinguished Indologist, was good enough 
to read a proof and favoured me with a number of useful corrections. Mr. T. W. Arnold, 
Professor of Arabic at University College, London, charged himself with seeing the final revises, 
a task for which I could not have found a friend of wider Oriental attainments nor one more 
willing to help. To Mr. Arnold also is due the elaborate Inde-x, which I was unable to compile 
myself, but which I should not have liked to entrust to any other hands. But to none are my 
obligations greater than to my friend Mr. P. S. Allen, of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, who 
from a scholarly task of absorbing magnitude, in a field wholly Western, spared time to correct 
my proofs with most painstaking thoroughness. He also took entire ‘ charge ’ of the book when 
I had passed beyond the reach of regular postal communications. I look upon these proofs of 
friendly devotion as the best compensation for the difficulties I had to overcome while preparing 
m)' work. 

During that happy year of travel through the mountains and the deserts w'hich once saw' 
the passage of Hsuan-tsang, the great pilgrim, of Marco Polo, and of him 'who sought lost 

Cathay and found Heaven,’ the thought of tlie great scholar w'ho had first with true critical 

intuition traced their tracks and those of many another early traveller through Central Asia, 

was ever w'ith me. From his immortal volumes, which have accompanied me everywhere, 

I never failed to derive guidance and encouragement, whether I turned to them in camp after 
lono" hours of rough travel or in my improvised study after desk labour yet more tiring. In 
dedicating this work to the memory of Sir Henry Yule I claim no small privilege. But if 
the interest of researches on ground that w'as cherished by the Master, and the endeavour to 
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA 


P. 236, n. I. i^orPlateLVr(?^(/PIatesLVI-LVII,LXXXVIII. 

P. 238, 1. 2, For Yamen read Ya-mSn and so elsewhere, 

P. 246, 1. 3, a.f. For R. iv read R. ii, 

P. 252, 1. 36. While this chapter was passing through the 
press Mr. F. H. Andrews informed me of his having dis- 
covered, among the objects brought back from Tibet by 
the late expedition, and now deposited in the British 
Museum, a suit of mail, evidently old, which shows the 
plates or scales arranged in the reversed order exactly as 
on the Kubera image of the Dandan-Uiliq shrine and in 
the Gandhara example. The plates are not rivetted but 
ingeniously threaded, by a method which is illustrated in 
the accompanying diagram of Mr. Andrews. The dispo- 
sition of the holes, one at the rounded end and three on 
each of the longer sides, is exactly the same as in the 
piece of hard leather, N. xv. oog (see diagram, p. 4T1), 
and thus strikingly confirms the suggestion made regarding 
the latter (p. 374) that it belonged to a scale armour. 

P. 257, 1. 16. For king read kind. 

P. 269, n. 15. For D. iii. 13 read D. in. 12 ; for D. n. 4, 6 
read D. vi, 2, 6. 

P. 288. D. 1 . ti. Add See Plate LV. 

P. 297 D. VI. 3. Add See Plate LXVII. 

P. 298. D. VII. 3. d. Add See Plate CXVI. 

P. 302. D. (T.) os. Add See Plate LV. 

P. 335, 1. 26. N X. 2. c is not shown in Plate XCVII. 

P. 343, n. 4, 1. 2, For 10 + 80+190 read 10 + 86 + 190. 

P. 374, 1. 26. For the discovery of a Tibetan coat of mail 
which conclusively proves that the piece of leather must 
have formed part of a scale armour, see above. Add. to 
p. 252, with illustration. 

P. 376, 1. 20. For N. xix. 1 read N. xix. r. 

1. 5, a.f. For N. xx. 1 read N. xx. i. 

P. 377, n. 6. For p. 335 read p. 334. 

P. 378, 1. 13. On my recent passage through Chitral and 
Mastuj I repeatedly traced the same flower ornament in 
the architectural wood-carving of those valleys. 

P. 393. N. iv. 80. Add See Plate LXXI. 

P. 394. N. iv. 133. Add See Plate XCIIL 

P. 395. N. V. 6. Add See Plate CII. 

P. 398. For a reproduction of N. x. i in fuller detail see p. xxiv. 

N. X. 2. c is not shown in Plate XCVII. 

P. 399. N. xii. 3. Add See Plate LXX. 

P. 402. N. XV. 59. b. Add See Plate CXIII. 


5rruc(iire of ocatle Armour 


Obwer^e 



Sachorv 



of threading straight Iaci. . 



P. 404. N. XV. 122. Add See Plate XCVII. 

P. 407. N. XV. 207. Add See Plate CXIII. 

P. 410. N. XV. oor. a. For (interior) read (exterior), ybr 

(exterior) read (interior). 

P. 411. N. XV. 001. c, f, g, h, j. Add See Plate LXXIV. 

P. 413. N. XX. 03. Add See Plate LXIX. 

P. 425, 1. II, a.f For 31 read 31a. 

P. 438. E. i. 4. Add See Plate CIX. 

P. 439. E. i. 39. Add See Plate CIX. 

P. 441. E. i. 025 does not appear on PI. LXXVII. 
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CHAPTER I . 

FROM KASHMIR TO THE PAMIRS 


Section I.— THE GILGIT ROAD AND KISANGANGA VALLEY 

\ 

K ashmir, where in 1898 the first plan of my explorations had been formed, and where Kashmir, 
two years later, in May 1900, I completed the practical preparations of my journey, was starting 
by reason of historical associations and geographical position alike a most appropriate starting- 
point for my archaeological enterprise. I may therefore fitly commence this detailed account 
of my antiquarian observations from the same ground. 

The labours which I devoted during the preceding ten years to 'the elucidation of Kalhana’s 
Chronicle of Kashmir^ and the manifold historical researches necessitated by this task, had 
made me eagerly look out for whatever traces survived of ancient relations between Kashmir 
and the Central-Asian regions lying beyond its great mountain barriers. The information to be 
gleaned from the sources accessible to me was scanty, even in regard to the tracts immediately 
adjoining Kashmir, which were undoubtedly subject from early times to its cultural influence. 

But the results of the close study I bestowed on the ancient topography of Kashmir, assured 
me of at least one interesting fact, which at the time of my start (May 31, 1900) appeared 
like an auspicious omen : there could be no doubt from the first that the route I was to follow 
through the mountains on leaving the Kashmir Valley for the north had a claim to considerable 
antiquity and historical importance. 

Practical advantages as well as geographical interests had made me decide for the route Antiquity of 
through Gilgit and Hunza, and over the Taghdumbash Pamir, as the most suitable line of approach 
to Kashgar, my immediate goal in Chinese Turkestan. The ‘ Gilgit Transport Road', which I was 
authorized to use for the first portion of my journey, from Kashmir to Gilgit, dates in its present 
form only from the years 1890-92, when the placing of an Imperial garrison in Gilgit and in the 
adjoining valleys leading towards the Eastern Hindukush necessitated the construction of a military 
road fit for laden transport during at least a portion of the year. But the route which it follows, 
between and over the high ranges separating the Kashmir Valley from that of the Indus, is marked 
out by nature as the most accessible line of communication from Kashmir to the Dard territories 
northward, and there is historical evidence to prove its use at an early period. 

In the Me 77 toir on the Ancmit Geography of Kashmir, accompanying my annotated translation Routes 
of Kalhana’s Rajatarahghil, I had occasion to point out the historical interest of the mountain g-gangafiga 
routes leading from the north shore of the Volur Lake into the part of the Upper Kisanganga Valley. 
Valley which is known as Gurez^. Only through the valley of the Burzil stream, here joining 
the Kisanganga from the north, is it possible to gain the high passes which cross the snowy 
watershed between the Kisanganga and the Indus and give access to Astor and thence to the 
other Dard Valleys. The Kisanganga itself, though draining an extensive mountain area, flows 


' Kalhana’s Rajaiarahgini, translated, with an Intro- 
duction, Commentary, and Appendices, by M. A. Stein, 


London, 1900, 11 . pp. 406 sqq.; also note on Rajat. 
vii. ii^i. 
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throughout its upper course in an extremely confined valley. To the west, some twenty miles 
below the junction of the Burzil stream, this valley for a considerable distance becomes an 
uninhabited and almost inaccessible gorge; it cannot be crossed nor is it reached there by any 
route from Kashmir. Eastwards again the great massif oi the hoary Haramulch (Skr. Haramukiiia) 
peaks, and the glacier-crowned range continuing it towards the head of the Sind Valley, raise 
an effective barrier between Kashmir and the Kisanganga, It is crossed only by a few difficult 
mountain tracks, over which even the hardy Dard hillmen cannot take their ponies, except 
during brief periods In particularly favourable seasons and then unladen. 

The geographical facts here briefly indicated make it quite certain that in ancient times 
the line of communication between Kashmir and the Dard territories must have led through 
Gurez, and over that part of the watershed which separates Gurez from the north shore of the 
Volur Lake. Starting from a point due south of the main village of Gurez, the summit ridge 
for about twenty miles westward shows a height of from t 2,000 to 13,000 feet above the sea. 
The route which is followed by the present ‘Gilgit Transport Road’, and which has been 
in general use for military purposes since Sikh times, crosses the range by the Trag^bal 
or Razdiangan Pass, at an elevation of close on 12,000 feet. Another route which leads over 
the Dud®'khut Pass, about eight miles further to the east, is distinctly referred to in the 
Rdjataranginz in connexion with an invasion of the Dards from the Kisanganga Valley towards 
the close of the eleventh century a. d. In my comments on this, and in some other references, 

I have shown that the position of the hill fort of Dugdhaghata, which the Dards had occupied 
and which King Harsa of Kashmir vainly attempted to recover, in order to close the route 
to their inroads, can still be traced on the summit of the Dud'^khut Pass to which it has left 
its name^ Though somewhat less exposed than the Trag®’bal route, and evidently preferred 
in ancient times on this account and as being more direct, the Dud'^khut Pass is' equally liable 
to heavy and early snowfall. Like the corresponding portion of the present ‘ Gilgit Road ’, 
it can scarcely have been kept open for regular use by laden animals or large bodies of men 
during more than four months of the year. 

Both the Trag^bal and Dud^hut routes ascend the southern slopes of the range from 
the stream of the Band^^por Nullah, which flows into the Volur Lake from the north, and which, 
among the Brahman population of Kashmir, is still known by its ancient name of Madhuotait. 
Close to the point in the valley where the two routes diverge lies the village of Band^koth, 

once the site of a castle {kdth, Skr. kattc^ occupied by the ‘Malik’ or feudal chief who 

in Muhammadan times watched over the passes giving approach to Kashmir from the Kisanganga. 

It is very probable that in the same neighbourhood there also existed one of those fortified 
frontier watch-stations which in the time of the Hindu rulers closed all routes leading into the 
Kashmir Valley, and which, under the designations of dvdra, ‘gate’, or draiiga, figure so 
prominently in the Sanskrit Chronicles of Kashmir®. 

It is true that the watch-station of this particular locality is not specifically mentioned 

by either Kalhana or the later Sanskrit Chronicles. But there can be no doubt that it was 

known to the Chinese pilgrim Wu-k'ung, who visited Kashmir from Gandhara, the present 
Peshawar District, and stayed there during the years 759-763 A. D. The topographical data 


- Compare note on Rajai. vii. 1171. 

® The character and historical importance of these 
ancient watch-stations or ‘ Gates’ of Kashmir have been de- 
monstrated by me in my Memoir on the Ancient Geography 
of Kashmir, § 40 [Rajat,, II. pp. 391 sqq.); see also notes 


Rajat. i. 122 ; hi. 227, &c.; /.A.S.R., 1895, Part I, pp. 382 
sqq. The system of rdhdari maintained in connexion with 
these watch-stations, by which persons leaving or entering 
the Valley were required to produce special permits or 
passes, survived almost to our own days. 
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regarding Kashmir contained in his itinerary have been fully discussed by me elsewhere ^ 
Wudc'ung correctly described the kingdom of Kashmir as enclosed on all sides by mountains 
forming its natural ramparts. Only three roads had been opened through them, and these 
were secured by gates. The road in the east, leading to T'u-fan or Tibet, corresponds plainly 
to the present route over the ZojI-La to Ladak and thence to Tibet. By another road, which 
started from ‘the western gate’ and went to Ch'ien-t'o-lo or Gandhara, the route following the 
Jehlam river in its course to the west is clearly meant. The third road, in the north, is described 
as reaching into P'o-lii. Its identity with tlie route represented in its main direction by the 
present ‘ Gilgit Road ' was beyond all doubt, even before Professor Chavannes’ lucid’ analysis 
of tlie original Chinese records had conclusively proved that the term P'o-lii or Pu-lu applied 
to modern Gilgit as well as to Baltistan. 

Of the territory into which that route first takes us, one important historical fact can still The Dards 
be established from Kalhana’s Chronicle. Several passages relating to events on this side of . 

the Kashmir frontier show plainly that the hill tract formed by the drainage area of the Upper Valley" 
Kisanganga was occupied, in ancient times as now, by a population belonging to the Dard race ®, 

The tenacity with which the etlmographic watershed has been here maintained during long 
centuries creates a reasonable presumption that the occupation by Dard tribes of the mountain 
territories extending north- wesUvards of Kashmir up to Chitral and the Hindukush likewise 
dates back to a very early period. 

We must attach the more value to this evidence because the indications which Sanskrit 
texts and the works of classical geographers have preserved for us as to the early seats of 
the Dards (Skr. Darad, Darada; the AapdSpat of Ptolemy, Dardae of Pliny, &c.), are by no 
means as exact as we should wish. From the account given by Kalhana of events among 
the Dards of the Kisanganga Valley near his own time, it may be concluded that this hill tract 
then formed a small chiefship. The division of the territory inhabited by the Dards into 
a considerable number of more or less independent principalities has prevailed also during recent 
periods of their history, and is amply accounted for by geographical features. Mountain ranges 
of exceptional ruggedness, covered by eternal snows on their summit lines and culminating in 
some of the highest peaks of the world, render communication between the narrow valleys 
difficult even for the hardy hillmen who have succeeded during so many centuries in maintaining 
here their struggle with a harsh climate and a barren soil. Frequently the confined valleys 
themselves present almost equal difficulties, where they narrow to rock-bound gorges filled 
completely for considerable periods of the year by snow-fed rivers. The formidable nature of 
the mountain-barriers in this region is reflected in the notice which Ptolemy records of ‘ the 
Daradrai in whose country the mountains are of surpassing height'®. Nor is there need to 
search far in the accounts of modern travellers in order to find ample illustration of the 
difficulties and dangers so graphically described by the old Chinese pilgrims who made their 
way along the precipitous rock walls of the Dard Valleys 

I have fully discussed elsewhere the results of that remarkable seclusion which Kashmir Kalhana's 
enjoyed during a long period of its history, owing to the natural strength of its mountain Daradde^a. 


^ See ‘ Notes on Ou-k‘ong’s account of Ka^mlr ’, in Pro- 
ceedings of the Imperial Academy, Vienna, 1896, vol. cxxxv. 
pp. 22 sq.; also Rdjat., II. pp. 357 sq. 

® Compare, regarding the Dards and their relations 
with Kashmir, my notes on Rajai. i. 312; vii. 9 1 1 ; also II. 


PP- 431, 436 - 

® See Ptolemy, Geogr., VII. i. 42. 

’’ Compare Fa-hien's Travels, translated byLegge, p. 26; 
Voyage de Song Fun, transl. by Chavannes, p. 28 ; Hsiian- 
tsiang’s Si-yu-ki, transl. by Beal, i. p. 134 sq. 
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ramparts and the rigorous system of guarding the frontier-passes ®. In view of this jealously 
maintained isolation it cannot surprise us to find that Kalhana’s horizon northward was 
practicallj'^ limited by the petty hill state on the Upper Kisanganga and its tributaries, which 
he designates as Daraddeia, ‘ the Darad land.’ The seat of its chiefs, referred to by the 
name of Daratptirl, ‘the town of the Darads’, may have stood at the present Gurez'’, This, 
the main settlement of the valley, was the residence of the Nawabs who ruled the tract until 
the Sikh conquest. On account of the advantages offered by its position in the widest and 
most central portion of the valley, Gurez was probably a place of some importance in earlier 
times, though among its rude log-huts and near the rubble-built fort no remains of antiquity 
could be traced by me. 

Once beyond this point the guidance of the Chronicler fails us completely for the historical 
topography of the route. It is, indeed, significant, as I have pointed out elsewhere, that 
‘Kalhana, when describing the home of the “Mleccha” chiefs from the north who, in his own 
time, invaded Kashmir together wuth the Darads of the Kisanganga Valley (viii. 2762-4), can 
treat us only to details of the mythical geography of the Himalaya regions’^”. Judging from 
Kalhana’s usual accuracy in matters topographical we may feel convinced that he would not 
have withheld from us the old Sanskrit designations of Astor, Gilgit, and the other Dard 
valleys from which the northern allies were undoubtedly drawn, if those territories had been 
as familiar to him as they are now to the educated Kashmiri. 

Considering this restricted knowledge prevailing in the Kashmir of Hindu times, and the 
complete inaccessibility of Kashmir itself to all Muhammadans, it is remarkable that AlberunI, 
more than a century before Kalhana, should have succeeded in obtaining any information, 
however scanty, about that northern region. In my Memoir on the Ancient Geography of 
Kashmir, I have shown the value attaching to the chapter of AlberunI’s India, "which contains 
..his description of Kashmir derived from indigenous sources He refers there to the mountains 
of ‘ Bolor and Shamllan’ as visible for two marches on the left of the traveller who enters 
the Kashmir Valley from the western ‘Gate’, i. e. through the gorge of Baramula. At present 
we can trace neither the name Shamllan nor the designation Bhattavaryan given by AlberunI 
to the tribes which inhabit those mountains, and whose ‘king has the title of Bhatta-Shah ’. 
But the position indicated, and the use of the term Bolor, which has been applied to Gilgit 
and Baltistan for centuries, plainly show that AlberunI’s informant meant the mountain-region 
of the Dards, forming the confines of Kashmir to the north and north-west. This is confirmed 
by the subsequent mention of ‘Gilgit, Aswira, and Shiltas’ as the chief places of those tribes; 
for here it is impossible to mistake a reference to the modern Gilgit, Hasora, and Chilas 


Section II.— CHINESE HISTORICAL RELATIONS WITH GILGIT 

Nowhere among the Dards do we meet with written records of any antiquity or other 
evidence which could throw light on the early history of the region traversed by the ‘Gilgit 
Road’. Nor are there archaeological remains to offer us guidance; at least I did not succeed 
in tracing any going back to pre-Muhammadan times until Gilgit itself was reached. But 

® See my introduction to Rajat., I. pp. 30 sq. ” See RajaL, II. pp. 359 sqq., §§ 12-14. ^ 

5 Compare my note to Rajat. vii. 91 1 ; regarding Gurez “ See Alberuni, India, transl. Sachau, i. p. 20; for a 

and the neighbouring portions of the valley, see Ruins possible explanation of the term Bhatla, see my note, Rajat,, 

of Khoian, pp. 15 sqq. II- PP- 363 “ 4 - 

“ See Rajat., I. p. 31, note 6. 
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a remarkable course of liistorical events, for a short period about the middle of the eighth 
century a. n., invested this barren mountain-land at the extreme north-west confines of India 
with considerable political and sti-ategical importance to the Chinese Empire. The record 
preserved of those events in the official Annals of the Cliinese T'ang dynasty gives us a glimpse 
of Gilgit history' at that interesting phase, and strikingly illustrates the value which has always 
attached to the route connecting Gilgit with Kashmir. 

It is only quite recently, and solely through the brilliant researches of Professor lidouard Gilgit in ( 
Chavannes, that the Chinese records containing these curious references to Gilgit and the 
neighbouring mountain-territories have been rendered accessible to the Western student. They 
have been translated and also elucidated with rare critical acumen in M. Chavannes’ Documents 
sur /cs Tou-liue occidcnltiu.v. In the ninth chapter of the last and purely historical part of his 
work M. Chavannes has given a lucid exposition of the main events which occurred in the 
territories between the Oxus and the Indus during the period that witnessed the furthest 
extension of Chinese power westwards, from the middle of the seventh to the middle of the 
eighth centur)’ of our era \ A few facts gleaned from this account will suffice to make clear 
how such a remote region as Gilgit and the adjoining valleys, even as far as Kashmir, was 
brought within the sphere of Chinese activity. 

After the destruction of the empire of the Western Turks (658-659 a. D.) China secured Gilgit 
surerainly over a vast region, which comprised both Eastern and Western Turkestan and extended Chinese an- 
across the Oxus Valley and to territories south of the Hindukush and within the ancient confines Tibetans, 
of India ^ The rising power of the Tibetans, who from 670 to 692 a. d. occupied Kashgar and 
tlic Tarim Basin, combined with dynastic troubles in China itself, reduced Chinese dominion 
over those distant territories in the West to a more or less nominal condition by the end of 
tlie eighth century. But the victorious advance of the Arabs, resumed with fresh vigour during 
705-715, under the leadership of Qutayba ibn Muslim, obliged the small states along the O.xus 
and in Sogdiana to turn to the Imperial Court for protection. 

The danger threatening from Muslim conquest Aras increased by the Tibetans, who, after 
having been driven back from the I'arim Basin, were now endeavouring to join hands with 
the Arabs, their allic-s, across the Pfunlr region. Against these aggressions from west and 
south, China during the reign of the energetic Emperor HsUan-tsung (713-755 a. d.) directed 
a long series of well-sustained efforts, both diplomatic and military. In the course of the 
struggle with the Tibetans Gilgit acquired strategic importance ; for through it led, then as now^ 
the nearest and most practicable route giving access from the Upper Indus, via Yasin and the 
Baroghil Pass, to the central Pamirs and the Oxus Valley. It thus became an object of constant 
and special care for the Imperial Government to keep this gate of invasion firmly closed against 
the Tibetans, who probably from very early times were in possession of Ladak, and had thence 
pushed down along the Indus into Baltistan or Skardo, the immediate neighbour of Gilgit on 
tlie soutli-west 

On examining the notice ‘ on the Great and the Little P'o-lU ’ as now presented by ‘Great P'o- 
M. Chavannes from the T'ang Annals, we cannot fail to recognize, with the learned translator, 
that it is this territorj'^ of Baltistan which is meant by the term ‘ Great P'o-lU ’ It is correctly 


* See Chavannes, Tures oedd., pp. 287 sqq. 

’ Compare the detailed analysis of the Chinese administra- 
tive divisions established between the Oxus and Indus, Turcs 
occid., pp. 277 sqq., 280; also S. Ldvi, Journal asiaL, 1900, 
XV. pp. 305, 315. 

’ See Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp. 149 sq. The iden- 


tification of ‘Great P'o-lU (Po-liu) ' with Lad 5 k, suggested by 
Sir H. Yule, Cathay, p. lx.x, and previously also accepted by 
me {Rdjat., II. p. 435), was based on an imperfect extract 
of this notice from the T'ang Annals, given by Rdmusat, 
Nouveaux melanges asiat., i. p. 194; it cannot any longer be 
maintained. 
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FROM KASHMIR TO THE PAMIRS 

described as being right to the west of the Tibetans and adjoining ‘the Little P'o-lu’, i.e, Gilgit 
while westwards it had as its neighbour ‘the territory of Wu-ch'ang (Udyana) which belongs 
to Northern India’. In regard to the latter indication it must be remembered that the ancient 
Udyana, as shown by the accounts of the Chinese pilgrims and other evidence, comprised not 
only the whole of the Swat Valley but also the mountains on the right bank of the Indus, 
even beyond the river’s great bend to the south. 

At the time of Hsuan-tsang’s visit (circa 631 A. d.) the frontiers of Udyana in the north-east 
evidently extended to the Valley of Darel {Ta-li-h\ almost opposite Chilas, and possibly even 
further up the Indus ^ On the other hand, we find to the present day the half-Tibetan Baltls, 
who have given their name to Baltistan, settled along the Indus to within a short distance 
above the point where the Gilgit river joins it. Thence toward Chilas and Darel the rocky 
gorge of the Indus is even more confined and barren than ' elsewhere, and must in early times 
have held a very small population. Thus we can fully account for Udyana being named in 
the Chinese description as the western neighbour of ‘ Great P'o-lii ’ ^ 

We learn from the notice in the Annals that ‘the Great P'o-Iu’ had become subject to 
the Tibetans some time before the middle of the eighth century. But both the Annals and 
the official records preserved in the encyclopaedia 7 s‘^ f^c yilaii kuei show that previously, 
in 717 and 721, two successive rulers of Great P'o-lu had acknowledged the suzerainty of China, 
and received the decree of royal investiture from the Imperial court. We have no means of 
ascertaining to what extent the ethnic character of the present Baltl population, Tibetan in 
language and largely also in race, is due to this Tibetan occupation. Possibly the close ethnic 
connexion of Baltistan with Ladak is of far earlier date, and may have facilitated the extension 
of Tibetan power along the Indus Valley. 

The ancient local term reproduced by the P'o-lii of the Chinese records still survives in 
the designation Paloyo which, as I ascertained on my passage through Gilgit, is applied by the 
Dards of those parts to their eastern neighbours, the Baltis. 

The territory of ‘Little P'o-lU’ has been identified by M. Chavannes with the modern Gilgit®. 
A short analysis of the topographical and historical data furnished by the Annals proves that 
this identification is undoubtedly correct, if the term Gilgit is extended so as to include the 
valleys drained by the Gilgit river in its upper course, and in particular the important mountain 
tract to the north-west known as Yasin. ‘Little P'o-lii’ is described as having ‘Great P'o-lii’ 
or Baltistan on its south-east, at a distance of three hundred li ; Ku-shih-mi or Kashmir lay five 
hundred li to the south of it; while at the same distance to the north there was the town 


* See Si^ti-ki, transl. Beal, i. p. 134. Also FS-hien’s 
Travels, transl. Legge, p. 24, speaks of T'o-li {T o-leifi), 
which is plainly shown by the context to be identical with 
Hsiian-tsang’s Ta-U-lo, or Darel, as being immediately within 
the borders of Northern India. This evidently indicates 
dependence on, or ethnic connexion with, Udyana, to which 
country the traveller next proceeded and which he further 
on specifies as the commencement of North India. 

' The countiy of Po 4 u-lo, which HsUan-tsang reached 
after leaving Ta-U-lo, by going to the east up the course of 
the Indus, for a distance of about 500 li, or circ. 100 miles, 
was manifestly Baltistan. The direction and character of the 
route (‘ by the help of flying bridges and footways made of 
wood across the chasms and precipices’) distinctly point to 
this. Also the description of the territory as ‘long from east 


to west and narrow from north to south,’ as rich in gold and 
silver and possessing a climate continually cold, would apply 
more strictly to Baltistan than to Gilgit. But it is well to 
remember that the term ‘Bolor’ or ‘Bolur,’ which Hsuan- 
tsang’s Po-lu-lo is undoubtedly meant to represent, had a 
much wider application, including at one time or other all the 
mountain tracts on the southern slopes of the eastern Hindu- 
kush, from Kafiristan to Skardo. Compare, regarding this 
somewhat loose and once’ much-disputed term. Sir H. Yule's 
note, Marco Polo, i. pp. 178 sq., giving a lucid summary of 
exhaustive researches, and the judicious remarks of Elias, 
Tankh-i-Pashidt, p. 385, note. The origin of the term is 
doubtful ; and so, too, its philological relation to P'o-lii. 

® See Turcs occid., pp. 150 sq. 
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So-ld, belonging to the territory of Hic-mi, which has been recognized with certainty as the 
present Wakhan on the Upper Oxusl A gknce at the map shows that the bearings, as well 
as the relative distances, here indicated are in remarkable agreement with the geographical 
position of that central and most productive part of the main valley to which the name of 
Gilgit properly applies. 

The historical notices regarding ‘Little P'o-lii’, rendered accessible by M, Chavannes’ Gilgit 
researches, afford - proof of the political importance which the Chinese attached to the Gilgit 
Valley as the main line of communication between the Upper Indus and the Oxus, and of 
the persistent efforts made bj’' them during the reign of the Emperor Hsiian-tsung (713-755 a. D.) 
to close this route against Tibetan invasion. At the commencement of that reign the king of 
Little P'o-lii, Mo-chin-mang, came to pay homage at the court of Hsiian-tsung, who accorded 
him protection and constituted his country into a military territory called Sui-yiiaii. 'Owing 
to its proximity to the Tibetans his country suffered much from them ; the Tibetans declared 
to him ; "It is not your kingdom which we covet, but we wish to use your route in order to 
attack the Four Garrisons (i. e. the present Chinese Turkestan)”’®, 

In 722 A. D. Mo-chin-mang, having been deprived of nine townships by the Tibetans, applied 
for help. The Imperial Commissioner resident at Pei-t'ing thereupon declared : ‘ P'o-lii is the 
western gate of [the territories of] the T'ang dynasty ; if P'o-lii is lost [to us] then the western 
countries will all become Tibetan’, and he dispatched a force of four thousand chosen troops, 
under the prefect of Kashgar (Su- 16 ), to his help. Mo-chin-mang thus succoured defeated the 
Tibetans and recovered the nine townships. The same historical work, the Tsii chih ftmg chien, ' 
which has preserved these details, records a fresh attack upon P'o-lii by the Tibetans fifteen 
years later. On that occasion, 737 A. d,, Chinese action took the form of a diversion from the 
centre of the empire, which resulted in a great defeat of the Tibetans west of the Kuku-Nor 
and relieved P'o-lii®. 

After Mo-chin-mang’s death ‘ Little P'o-lii ’ was ruled in succession by his sons Nan-ni and 
Ma-hao-lai (Ma-lai-hi). The Imperial edict concerning the latter’s investiture, in 741 a. d,, is still 
extant among the records extracted by M. Chavannes^®. He too seems to have died early, 
and his successor Su-shih-li-chih was won over by the Tibetans, who induced him to marry 
a Tibetan princess and thus secured a footing in his territory. In consequence ‘ more than 
twenty kingdoms (i. e, little hill states) to the north-west ’ of Little P'o-lii are said by the 
Annalist to have become subject to the Tibetans. Their customary tribute no longer reached 
the Imperial court. 


’’ See Turcs occid., p. 279, also pp. 152, 154, where good 
reasons have been advanced for the assumption that the 
name which the Chinese represent by So-lei was really that 
of the main branch of the Oxus, now known as Panja. For 
another mention of this river made in connexion with Lien- 
yiin, a stronghold which in all probability occupied the 
position of the present Sarhad at the point where the route 
from YasTn over the Baroghil Pass strikes the Ab-i-Panja, 
compare below, p. 8. Whether the town So-lei stood in 


the same place seems doubtful. 

® See Turcs occid., pp. 150 sq. By the term ‘Four 
Garrisons ’, the territories of Kashgar, Khotah, Kucha, and 
Kara-shahr, then occupied by Chinese forces, are meant; 
comp, ibid., p. 113 note. 

® See extract given Turcs occid., p. igr, note 2. 

“ See for a translation of this document Turcs occid., 
pp. 21 1 sq. 
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FROM KASHMIR TO THE PAMIRS 

Section III.— THE CHINESE OCCUPATION OF GILGIT AND THE ROUTE 

TO KASHMIR 

sien- . The situation thus created obliged the Chinese Government to make special efforts for 
finto recovery of their lost hold upon the Gilgit Valley. Three expeditions led against 
747 ‘Little P'o-lii’ by the Protector of ‘the Four Garrisons’ proved fruitless. But a fourth, 
entrusted in 747 a.d. by Imperial decree to his Deputy, Kao Hsien-chih, a general of Korean 
origin, was crowned with complete success. The military operations connected, with this 
expedition deserve to be briefly considered here, in view both of the historical importance 
of the result and of their interest for the ancient topography of these regions^. 

Kao Hsien-chih was specially appointed by the Emperor Hsiian-tsung to take charge 
of the campaign against the Tibetans in Little P'o-lii, under the title of ‘ director of camps ’ 
with a force of ten thousand cavalry and infantry". Starting from An-hsi, the present Kucha, 
he reached Su -16 or Kashgar in thirty-five days, apparently via Maralbashi. Twenty days later 
his force arrived at the military post of the Ts'ung-ling mountains, which occupied the position 
of the present Tash-kurghan in Sarikol \ The march thence, through the valley of Po-mi 
or the Pamirs into Shighnan, called by the Chinese ‘the kingdom of the five Shih-ni\ occupied 
forty days, 

arch Kao Hsien-chih then divided his troops into three columns, which were to march by 

the different routes to the attack of the fortress of Lien-yQn held by the Tibetans. , The localities 
by which the routes for t\vo of these columns are indicated {Pei-hc, ‘the northern gorge', and 
Cliih-fo-t'ang, ‘ the hall of the red Buddha ’) cannot be traced at present ; but tlie route of the 
third column, under Kao Hsien-chih himself, which is described as leading through the kingdom 
of Hu-mi or Wakhan, undoubtedly lay up the valley of the Oxus. Lien-yiin itself, where 
the several columns effected their junction on the appointed day, the thirteenth of the seventh 
month, had the river of P'o-lei or So-lei in front of its walls. M. Chavannes has“ shown good 
reason for assuming that this name designates the main branch of the Oxus now known as 
the Ab-i-Panja, and that Lien-yiin occupied a position corresponding to the present village 
of Sarhad, but on the opposite or southern bank of the river. From Sarhad starts the well- 
known route which leads southwards over the Baroghil Pass to the headwaters of the Mastuj 
river, to this day representing the easiest line of access from the Upper Oxus to Chitral 
as well as to Gilgit. 

The position of this locality also readily accounts for a concentration of the attacking 
forces from three different directions, such as the Chinese record indicates. Besides the main 
column ascending die Ab-i-Panja Valley from Kala Panja and the lower part of Wakhan, 
another might with advantage have co-operated from the opposite direction by descending 
from the headwaters of the Ab-i-Panja. These could be reached without serious difficulty from 
Tash-kurghan over the Taghdumbash Pamir and the Wakhjir Pass, or via the Naiza-tash Pass 

’ The dcl.iils of Kao Hsicn-chih's memorable march over south of, the Hindukush. These, therefore, have required 
the Pamirs and across the Hindukush are contained in his special discussion here. 

biography, which has been reproduced from the Tang Annals = The biography notes particularly that ‘ at that period the 

andannotatedbyM. Chavannes in his 7(/r«er«V/.,pp.i52sqq. foot-soldiers all kept horses (i.c. ponies) on their own account’. 

The learned translator dcscri’es special credit for having The use of these animals for the transport of food .stipplies 

recognized that Kao Hsicn-chih's route lay over the Baroghil must have increased the mobility of the Chinese force, 
and Darkfit P.asses. He did not, however, atlcm])t to identify ’ Compare Tr/rcs occid, p. 125 ; .also below, pp. aS, 36. 

the several localities mentioned along the route across, and 
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and the Little Pannr. Tiic third column, which used ‘ the northern gorge may possibly have 
followed the Shfikh-Dam, or Ghund-Dara Valley of Shighnan, to the Oxus branch coming from 
the Great Pamir or Victoria Lake, and may, by subsequently crossing the watershed towards 
the Ab-i-Panja, have descended upon Sarhad from the north. It is highly probable that tlic 
division of the Chinese forces, as well ns Kao Hsicn-chih’s move into the distant Shighnan, were 
intended to reduce the difTicultics about supplies and transport which for so large a body of troops 
must have been as serious then, in the inhospitable Pamir region, as they would be now. 

The topographical indications contained in the description of the battle by which the Capture 
Chinese general rendered himself master of Lion-ylln and of the route it avas intended to guard, 
fully confirm these identifications. The stronghold itself was occupied by a thousand men, and Baroghil 
the river in front being in flood offered a serious obstacle. Kao Hsien-chih, however, with 
a picked body of mounted men, succeeded in crossing unopposed and without loss. He at once 
led his troops, whom this success had filled with confidence, to the attack of the main force 
of the cnern}', eight or nine thousand in number. 7 'hcy were posted fifteen li, or about three 
miles, to the south, where advantage had been taken of the mounLninous ground to erect 
p.alisadcs. The Chinese general, having gained the heighus, i. c. turned the fortified line, 
engaged the defenders in a fight which ended in their complete defeat with heavy loss and 
tlie precipitate flight of the survivors during the night. It is evident that this battle was 
fought at the entrance of the defile which leads to the BarOghil Pass k 

Kao Hsien-chih decided to leave behind in his camp certain high officers who were opposed Chinese 
to a further advance, together with lliree tliou-sand men worn out by the previous hardships, 
and ordered them to guard Licn-ydn. With the rest of his troops he pushed on, and after 
a three days' march arrived on the summit of ' Mount T'an-chU’; 'from there downwards there 
were precipices for over forty li (circ. eight miles) in a straight line,’ By a trick Kao Hsien-chih 
prevailed upon his wavering troops to eficct their descent into the valley, and after three more 
marches was met by ' the barbarians of the town of A-nu-yllch ' offering tlieir submission. 

The ne.xt day he occupied A-nu-yUch, where the commander of his advance gniard had 
previously entrapped the five or six chief dignitaries of the king of Little P'o*lu who were 
supporting the Tibetans. These he executed, and then hastened to break the bridge which 
led over the So-yi river at a distance of sixty li (circ. twelve miles) from A-nu-yUch. ‘Scarcely 
had the bridge been destroyed in the evening when the Tibetans, on foot and mounted, arrived 
in great numbers, but it was then too late for them to attain their object. This bridge had 
the length of an arrow shot ; it had taken a whole year to construct it It had been built 
at the time when the Tibetans, under the pretext of using its route, had by deceit possessed 
themselves of (Little) P'o-lU,' 

It is easy to trace on the map the successive stages of the Chinese general’s progress. Crossing of 
All details recorded of it .agree accuratcl)' with the route that leads over the Baroghil saddle 
(12,460 feet above the sea) to the sources of the MastOj river, and then, crossing south- f/;//). 
eastwards tlie far higher DarkOt Pass (15,200 feet), descends along the Yasin river to its 
junction with the main river of Gilgit. Three days arc by no means too large an allowance 
of time for a military force accompanied by baggage animals to effect the march from the Oxus 


* The account of this encounter vividly recalls the attempts 
made by Tibetan strategj' in 1904 to bar the advance of the 
Tibet Mission Force near Guru and again on the Karo-La. 
In each case the main Tibetan force was content to await 
the attack behind stone walls erected across the open ground 

srnM 


of the v.alley, leaving it free to their opponents to occupy the 
commanding heights on either side. Considering how scanty 
timber must at all times have been about Sarhad, it appears 
probable that by the ‘palisades’ mentioned in the translation 
walls or sangars constructed of loose stones are really meant. 
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to the summit of the Darkot Pass, considering that the ascent to the latter lies partly over, 
the moraines and ice of a great glacier. The Darkot Pass corresponds exactly in position 
to the ‘ Mount T'an-chu ’ of the Annals, and possibly preserves the modern form of the name 
which the Chinese transcription, with its usual phonetic imperfection, has endeavoured to 
reproduce. The steep southern face of the pass, where the track descends close on 6,000 feet 
between the summit and the hamlet of Darkot, over a distance of about five or six miles, 
manifestly represents ‘ the precipices for over forty li in a straight line ’ which dismayed the 
Chinese soldiers on looking down from the heights of Mount T'an-chii. 

From the foot of the pass at Darkot a march of about twenty-five miles brings us to 
the village of Yasin®, the political centre of the valley, in which we can safely recognize 
the town of A-nu-yiieh. Not only does the time indicated for Kao Hsien-chih’s march to 
A-nu-yiieh fully agree with the three marches which are reckoned at the present day for the 
journey between Yasln and the watershed, but it is also evident that we have in A-nu-yiieh 
a fairly accurate rendering of the name Arniah or Arniya by which Yasin is known to 
the Dards of the Gilgit Valley 

The correctness of this identification is confirmed by the reference to the bridge over the 
river So-yi, which is mentioned in the above account as sixty li beyond A-nu-yiieh. This river 
So-yi is named in the Annals’ notice of Little P'o-lii as the one on which Yeh-to, the capital 
of the kingdom, stood, and there can be no doubt that the main Gilgit river is meant. Now 
a glance at the map shows that, descending the valley from Yasln, we reach the Gilgit. river 
at a distance of about twelve miles, which agrees exactly with the sixty li of the Chinese record I 
It is equally clear that as the further route towards Gilgit proper and Baltistan leads along the 
right or southern bank of the Gilgit river, the Tibetan reinforcements hurrying up from that 
direction could not arrive at Yasin without first crossing the main river. Hence the importance 
to the Chinese invaders of destroying the bridge®. 

Once in possession of the Yasin Valley, the Chinese general induced the king of Little 
P'o-lii to surrender, and subsequently pacified the whole territory. Leaving behind a garrison 
to hold it, and taking along his royal prisoner he returned within two months to Lien-yiin. 
Then he regained the Pamir, whence he dispatched news to the Imperial Court announcing 
his victory. That the fame of Kao Hsien-chih’s remarkable expedition must have spread far 
and created a deep impression, is shown by a closing remark of the Annals, the historical 
significance of which M. Chavannes has duly noted : ‘ Then the Fu-lin (Syria), the Ta-shik (i. e. 
TazI or Arabs) and seventy-two kingdoms of divers barbarian peoples were all seized with 
fear and made their submission ®.’ 

It was, no doubt, the greatness of the natural obstacles overcome in the course of the 
victorious march across the Pamirs and the Hindukush which gave to this success of the Chinese 


' See Biddulph, Tribes of the Hindoo Koosh, p. 55. 

® See Biddulph, Tribes of the Hindoo Koosh, p. 62 (where 
‘Arinah’ is a misprint for Amiah). The omission of an 
equivalent of r in the Chinese rendering of this name- has its 
parallel in the Chinese A-hsi-lan, ta-kan, which reproduce the 
Turklnames.<4rj/a«,/aril'5»; comp. Tr/rw «£■«(/., pp. 239,317. 

’ Compare for this distance also Tribes of the Hindoo 
Koosh, p. 55. 

* All communication between Yasln and Gilgit is now 
carried on over the bridge w’hich spans the Gilgit river near 
Gupis at the mouth of the Yasin Valley. A wire suspension 


bridge, constructed by Col. Aylmer, R.E., has, since the 
Chitral campaign of 1895, replaced the difficult rope bridge 
which previously existed here. Like all similar rope bridges 
between Kashmir and the Hindukush, the old bridge con- 
sisted of twigs twisted into ropes, and required frequent 
repairs to retain even a moderate degree of safety. It is 
very probable that the Chinese record, by its ‘ pont de rotin,’ 
intends to designate a bridge of this peculiar description. 
The modern fort of Gupis marks the strategic importance of 
the position. 

s See Turcs occid., pp. 151, 1541 
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arms its peculiar lustre. And it is from more than one point of view interesting to find that 
other serious difficulties, wliich from the physical character and position of the country must 
always beset militar)’ operations in the Gilgit region, arc reflected in a contemporary notice 
of the Chinese records. 

Among the important diplomatic documents embodied in the great cncj'clopacdia Ts'£ fjc 
yitaii hid, and now rendered accessible by M. Cliavanncs’ researches, there is found the record 
of a representation which Shih-li-mang-ch'ieh-lo, the ruler {jcibffii) of T'u-ho-lo or Tokharistan 
on the Oxus, addressed in 7^19 A.n. to the Imperial Court. Its contents throw light on the 
situation prevailing in the Gilgit Valley immediately after Kao Hsien-chih’s c.xpedition The 
prince, whose territory comprised the present Uadakhshan, with some tracts on the northern 
bank of the O-xus ”, complains of a neighbouring hill-state called Chich-shuai which, relying 
on die protection of its high mountains, had allied itself with the Tibetans, Its chief ‘knows 
that the territory of P'o-lil is limited, its population dense; that the area available for cultivation 
is small, and consequently when garrison troops are placed there, the supplies fail. It then 
becomes necessary to purchase salt and rice in Kashmir {Ku-sh'/i-iui) and it is thus that the 
difficulty is met. The traders’ caravans must, on going and coming back, all pass by the kingdom 
of Chieh-shuni ; its king has therefore accc})ted the presents offered by the Tibetans, who claimed 
to establish a stronghold in his territory with a view to getting possession of the important route 
that leads into P'o-lll. Since Kao Hsicn-chih opened up P'o-lll, there arc 3,000 more troops 
there, and P'o-lU has been cni.shcd by it. The King of Chieh-shuai, in alliance with the Tibetans, 
has taken advantage of the c.\hausicd condition of P’o-lU and decided to invade it.’ 

In order to meet this danger, the ruler of Tokh.aristan then proposes a bold plan of 
operations, which, if supported by the Impcri.al aulhoritic.s, would allow him to conquer ‘the 
Great P'o-lU ’ and the countries east of it This would bring him in a straight line to Khotan, 
Kara-shahr and beyond, where the Tibetans could then no longer maintain themselves. Besides 
tlic dispatch of Chinese troops into Little P'o-lU, he .solicits that the King of Kashmir, as a loyal 
ally of China, be encouraged by an Imperial edict and special honours to lend to the enterprise 
the aid of his great resources in troops and supplies. The Emperor is said to have responded 
to this appeal of the T'u-ho-Io prince, and an edict presented by the same source records the 
investiture in 750 a. d. of Su-chia as king of Chich-shuai in place of his rebel brother P'o-t'6-mo’^ 

A briefer notice of these events, extracted by M. Cliavanncs from another work, the 
Tzu dtih C uvg chiai, also mentions the defeat, in 750 a. d., of Chieh-shih by Kao Hsien-chih, 
the capture of its chief P'o-t'e-mo, and the installation of Su-chia in his place”. 

Chinese inten,'ention succeeded on this occasion in relieving Gilgit and Tokharistan from 
the threatening invasion of the Tibetans. But it is certain that the complete defeat of Kao 
Hsien-chih by the Arabs in the year following (751 a. d.) and the consequent rapid decline 
of the Imperial power in the ‘Western Countries’ must have forced the Chinese to abandon 


Cliinese 
garrison 
Little P'' 


Expedition 
against 
Chich M.ji 
(750 a , d .). 


See Turcs «>£■«(/., pp. 214 .^q.; comp, also p. 296 on the 
historical import of this document. 

” T" u-ho-lo, a great and important territory, then largely 
inhabited by the descendants of the Ilcphthaliles or White 
Huns, has long been identified vith the Tokharistan of c.arly 
Muhammadan writers; compare, c.g., Sir Yl.Yvi\c, J.R.A.S., 
N.S., vi. pp. 94 sqq. ; also my note on Rajat. iv, t 6G. The 
valuable data concerning T'u-ho-lo, contained in the Annals 
and other Chinese records of the T'ang period, have been 
fully discussed by M. Chavannes, Turcs occid,, pp. 155 sqq. 


’• The name thus transcribed, [I||j, appears in a 
.slightly dificrent form as Chieh-shih fjil} in the Tang 
shu; see Turcs occid., pp. 158 sq., and below, p. 13. 

” See Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp. 215 sq.; also the 
passage of the T'ang Annals, ibid. p. 158, mentioning the 
defeat of the Chieh-shih people who were endeavouring to 
bring about an attack on Tokharistan by the Tibetans. 

'• See Turcs occid., p. 214, note 2. 



12 


FROM KASHMIR TO THE PAMIRS [Chap. I 

their position in Gilgit, and the relations maintained through it with such distant territories 
as Kashmir, Kabul, and Udyana^®. 

for The record just summarized is the last glimpse we obtain of Gilgit from Chinese sources. 
It is hence particularly gratifying to find so clear a reference to that great difficulty attending, 
any military occupation of the Gilgit Valley, its dependence for supplies on Kashmir, The 
situation there described as resulting from the presence of a Chinese garrison must, to those 
acquainted with the modern history of Gilgit, vividly recall the efforts and sacrifices which 
the maintenance of a military force from the Kashmir side has entailed ever since the Sikhs, 
soon followed by the Dogras, established their first footing in the Dard mountains across the 
Indus’®. The Chinese record supplies us, in fact, with striking evidence how little the lapse 
of a thousand years and momentous political changes can affect die conditions of life and 
communication prevailing in these mountain regions, or the aspects of military activity which 
equally depend on unchanging geographical features. 

rt The difficulties which the letter of the T'u-ho-lo ruler so graphically represents, and of 

which the Tibetans were scheming to take advantage, are exactly those with which the Kashmir 
rulers, and in more recent years the military authorities of the Indian Government, have had 
to contend in their occupation of Gilgit. Though the Dogra force employed in Gilgit and 
on the line of communication leading to it, probably never much exceeded 3,000 men, their 
maintenance, being wholly dependent on food supplies brought from Kashmir, involved a severe 
strain on the Maharaja’s resources, and often led to serious suffering and loss of life among 
his Kashmirian subjects’^. The very restricted area available for cultivation in the Gilgit 
Valley renders it practically impossible to feed a garrison on local produce; nor can surplus 
supplies be secured from any base nearer than Kashmir. The barrenness of the mountain 
region which the route from Kashmir traverses for a distance of over 200 miles would alone 
suffice to make the regular transport of supplies a matter of great difficulty ; for whether pack 
animals or men are employed, the food needed by them in transit has likewise to be provided 
from Kashmir. In addition, account must be taken of the natural obstacles presented by tlie 
two high ranges which have to be crossed rotde, and the passes of which, owing to the heavy 
snowfall, rarely remain open for laden traffic during more than four months of each year. 

The placing of a small Imperial garrison in Gilgit in 1890 was rapidly followed by the 
construction of the ‘ Gilgit Transport Road with all the resources of modern European 
engineering, and by the introduction of systematic transport arrangements under tlic control 
of the Indian Commissariat Department’®. These changes have made it possible to dispense 
altogether with human labour for transport purposes, and have greatly reduced the risk with 
which the use of this route, whether for the annual provisioning of Gilgit, or on occasion of 


“ Compare for these diplomatic relations maintained 
during the first half of the eighth century, M, Chav.anncs’ 
lucid exposition, Turcs oedd., pp. 295 sq. ; as to the events 
connected with Kao Ilsicn-chih’s defeat and the collapse of 
Chinese rule in Western Turkestan, ibid. pp. 297 sqq., also 
pp. 142 sqq. 

'* An e.xcellent sketch of the operations of the Sikhs and 
Dogras which brought Gilgit and tlie adjoining Dard tracts 
into dependence on KaslimTr, and thus within the sphere of 
Indian political interests, is given, up to the year 1875, by 
Drew, Jumtr.oo and Kadmur Tcrrtlories, pp. 437 'Qtj. I'Or 
the events which have since led the Indian government to 
assume a more direct share in the occupation of Gilgit and 


the adjoining Dard vallc}-s, and to extend its political control 
to the Hindukush watershed, publications on the Hunza 
(1891) and Chitral (1805) campaigns m.ay be consulted. 

For characteristic facts concerning the liardships which 
the requisitions of carriage for transport to Gilgit inflicted 
upon the village population of Kashmir until the constniction 
of the ‘Gilgit Road,’ compare Sir Walter Lawrence, ra//(y 
ef Kas/tmir, p. 413. 

“ As to the working of these .arrangements and the 
curious manner in which they recall to the liistorical .student 
certain features of the watch kept in .ancient times over these 
mountain-routes of Kashmir, compare my JHuim (f Klolan, 
pp, 12 sq. 
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military emergencies, was always beset from breaks of the road, premature snowfall, and similar 
incidents of Alpine travel. Yet a journey along ‘the Gilgit Road’, or the perusal of an account 
of its marches as given in my Personal Narrative, will suffice to demonstrate how serious even 
now are the physical difficulties presented by the task of keeping a military force in Gilgit 
supplied from so distant a base and over such mountains. 

In the facts connected with the present occupation of the Gilgit Valley we have the best 
illustration of the reasons which rendered it vital for the Chinese hold over ‘Little P'o-lii’ 
that the route towards Kashmir should be kept absolutely safe and open for food convoys 
We find the same fact attested with equal clearness in the record which the T'ang Annals, 
in their notice on K^i-shih-mi or Kashmir have preserved of the letter addressed to the ‘ Celestial 
Kagan’, the Chinese Emperor, by King Mu-to-pi, i. e. Muktapida, on his succession to the 
Kashmir throne (733 a. d.) -®. Muktapida, who requests his investiture by Imperial decree, 
as accorded before in 720 a. d. to his brother and predecessor Candrapida (Chen-t'o-lo-pi-li), 
particularly claims for his kingdom the merit of having, on the occasion when the troops of 
‘ the imperial Kagan ’ arrived in Little P'o-lii, come to their assistance by the dispatch of convoys 
of supplies, though their number amounted to two hundred thousand men It is not certain 
which Chinese expedition into the Gilgit region is alluded to here; but it is evident that the 
situation in which that service was rendered must have closely resembled the one prevailing 
in the Gilgit Valley immediately after Kao Hsien-chih’s success. Perhaps Muktapida’s reference, 
as suggested by M. Chavannes, is to the operations by which the Chinese in 722 a. d. relieved 
Mo-chin-mang, king of Little P'o-lii 

It remains to locate that hill-state of Chieh-shuai, which by its alliance with the Tibetans 
so seriously endangered the Chinese position in Gilgit. M. Chavannes has not attempted 
to identify it, nor does the letter of the Tokharistan ruler which reports that alliance, furnish 
evidence as to the situation of ‘ Chieh-shuai,’ except such as is conveyed in the statement that 
it could block the route of supplies from Kashmir to the Gilgit Valley. But some further 
indications, I believe, may be gleaned, from anotlier Chinese record which M. Chavannes’ 
researches have rendered accessible. The notice on the T'u-ho-lo country, or Tokharistan, 
extracted by him from the T'ang Annals, mentions an attack planned on that territory by the 
Chieh-shih people in alliance with the Tibetans, and its frustration through the help of Chinese 
troops^®. As the latter .is said to have been secured upon the application of the Jabgu 
Shih-li-mang-ch'ieh-lo, the same whose letter of the year 749 A. D. we have already considered, 
it is certain that the Chieh-shuai of that document and Chieh-shih mentioned here are identical 

Now the territory of Chieh-shih is distinctly described as bordering on Tokharistan, and 
this makes it highly probable that hi. Chavannes is right in recognizing it in the mountain 
tract which a subsequent passage of the notice of Tokharistan mentions under an abbreviated 


of ’ 
rulers. 


Position 
Chieh ’ 
(Chieh- 
shih). 


” ‘Considdrant que le roi de Kou-che-mi (Cachemire) 
a dtd fidhle et loyal envers les Chinois, qu’il a en outre 
beaucoup de soldats et de cavaliers, que son territoire est 
vaste et que la population y est dense, que les vivres y sont 
en abondance, j’esp^re tout spdcialement que la bontd 
impdriale confdrera au roi de Kou-che-mi (Cachemire) un 
ddit dcrit pour I’encourager, qu’on lui donnera des vStements 
et des presents, ainsi que des ornements prdcieux et des 
ceintures pour faire que (ce roi) soit touchd et reconnaissant 
de la bontd sainte (de I’empereur) et qu’il redouble de fiddlitd 
et de loyautd.’ From the letter of the Tokharistan chief, 
quoted p. 11 ; see Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 215. 


See Turcs occid., pp. 166 sq. The date of Muktapida’s 
investiture is supplied by the imperial decree reproduced by 
M. Chavannes, ibid. p. 209, from the Tse/tcyilan kuei. 

This passage had been erroneously rendered in A. R6- 
musat’s Mdlauges asial., i. p. 196, where the notice of the 
T’ang Annals concerning Kashmir was first translated. My 
reference to the Chinese data about Muktapida, in Rdjal. 
iv. 126, note, should be rectified accordingly. 

“ See Ttircs occid., p. 167, note 2; and above, p. 7. 

^ See Turcs occid., p. 158. 

For this very slight graphic difference between the two 
transcriptions, see above, p. ii, note 12. 
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their position in Gilgit, and the relations maintained through it with such distant territories 
as Kashmir, Kabul, and Udyana^®. 

The record just summarized is the last glimpse we obtain of Gilgit from Chinese sources. 
It is hence particularly gratifying to find so clear a reference to that great difficulty attending, 
any military occupation of the Gilgit Valley, its dependence for supplies on Kashmir. The 
situation there described as resulting from the presence of a Chinese garrison must, to those 
acquainted with the modern history of Gilgit, vividly recall the efforts and sacrifices which 
the maintenance of a military force from the Kashmir side has entailed ever since the Sikhs, 
soon followed by the Dogras, established their first footing in the Dard mountains across the 
Indus’®. The Chinese record supplies us, in fact, with striking evidence how little the lapse 
of a thousand years and momentous political changes can affect the conditions of life and 
communication prevailing in these mountain regions, or the aspects of military activity which 
equally depend on unchanging geographical features. 

The difficulties which the letter of the T'u-ho-lo ruler so graphically represents, and of 
which the Tibetans were scheming to take advantage, are exactly those with which the Kashmir 
rulers, and in more recent years the military authorities of the Indian Government, have had 
to contend in their occupation of Gilgit. Though the Dogra force employed in Gilgit and 
on the line of communication leading to it, probably never much exceeded 3,000 men, their 
maintenance, being wholly dependent on food supplies brought from Kashmir, involved a severe 
strain on the Maharaja’s resources, and often led to serious suffering and loss of life among 
his Kashmirian subjects”. The very restricted area available for cultivation in the Gilgit 
Valley renders it practically impossible to feed a garrison on local produce; nor can surplus 
supplies be secured from any base nearer than Kashmir. The barrenness of the mountain 
region which the route from Kashmir traverses for a distance of over 200 miles would alone 
suffice to make the regular transport of supplies a matter of great difficulty ; for whether pack 
animals or men are employed, the food needed by them in transit has likewise to be provided 
from Kashmir. In addition, account must be taken of the natural obstacles presented by the 
two high ranges which have to be crossed eii route, and the passes of which, owing to the heavy 
snowfall, rarely remain open for laden traffic during more than four months of each year. 

The placing of a small Imperial garrison in Gilgit in 1890 was rapidly followed by the 
construction of the ‘Gilgit Transport Road’, with all the resources of modern European 
engineering, and by the introduction of systematic transport arrangements under the control 
of the Indian Commissariat Department’®. These changes have made it possible to dispense 
altogether with human labour for transport purposes, and have greatly reduced the risk with 
which the use of this route, whether for the annual provisioning of Gilgit, or on occasion of 


Compare for these diplomatic relations maintained 
during the first half of the eighth century, M. Chavannes’ 
lucid exposition, Turcs occid., pp, 295 sq. ; as to the events 
connected with Kao Hsien-chih’s defeat and the collapse of 
Chinese rule in Western Turkestan, ibid. pp. 297 sqq., also 
pp. 142 sqq. 

An excellent sketch of the operations of the Sikhs and 
Dogras which brought Gilgit and the adjoining Dard tracts 
into dependence on Kashmir, and thus within the sphere of 
Indian political interests, is given, up to the year 1875, by 
Drew, Jumvioo and Kashmir Territories, pp. 437 sqq. For 
the events which have since led the Indian government to 
assume a more direct share in the occupation of Gilgit and 


the adjoining Dard valleys, and to extend its political control 
to the Hindukush watershed, publications on the Hunza 
(1891) and Chitral (1895) campaigns may he consulted. 

” For characteristic facts concerning the hardships which 
the requisitions of carriage for transport to Gilgit inflicted 
upon the village population of Kashmir until the construction 
of the ‘Gilgit Road,’ compare Sir Walter Lawrence, Valley 
of Kashmir, p. 413. 

As to the working of these arrangements and the 
curious manner in which they recall to the historical student 
certain features of the watch kept in ancient times over these 
mountain-routes of Kashmir, compare my Ruins of Khoian, 
pp. 12 sq. 
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Sec. ii _ 

military emergencies, was ah^ys beset peru'sal of an account 

incidents of Alpine travel. Yet a journey along tlie Gilgit Road , or p 
of its marches as given in my Personal Narrative, will suffice to demonstrate how serious even 
no difficulties presented by the task of keeping a military force in Gilgit 

supplied from so distant a base and over such mountains. 

In the facts connected with the present occupation of tlic Gilgit Va ley 
illustration of the reasons which rendered it vital for the Chinese hold over Little I o-Ul 
that the route towards Kashmir should be kept absolutely safe and open for food con%o>s . 
We find the same fact attested with equal clearness in the record which tlie 1 ang nna s 
in tlieir notice on Kn-shih-mi or Kashmir have preserved of the letter addressed to the Celestial 
Kaaan’. the Chinese Emperor, by King Mu-to-pi, i.c. Muktapida, on his succession to tJic 
Kashmir throne (733 a. d.) Muktapida, who requests his investiture by Impcri.al tlccrcc, 
as accorded before in 720 a. d. to his brother and predecessor Candnipicla (Chdn-t o-lo-pi-li). 
particularly claims for his kingdom the merit of having, on the occasion when the troops of 
'the imperial Kagan ’ arrived in Little P'o-lu, come to their assistance by the dispatch of convoys 
of supplies, tliough tireir number amounted to two hundred thousand mcn=^^ It is not certain 
which Chinese expedition into the Gilgit region is alluded to here ; but it is c\ ident that the 
situation in which that servu’ce was rendered must have closely resembled the one prevailing 
in the Gilgit Valley immediately after Kao Hsien-chih’s success. Perhaps Muktripida’s reference, 
as suggested by M. Chavannes, is to the operations by which tlie Chinese in 722 a. d. relieved 
Mo-chin-mang, king of Little P'o-lii 

It remains to locate that hill-statc of Chich-shuai, which by its alliance with the Tibetans 
so seriously endangered the Chinese position in Gilgit. M. Chavannes has not attempted 
to identify it, nor does the letter of the Tokharistan ruler which reports that alliance, furnish 
evidence as to the situation of ‘ Chich-shuai,’ except such as is conveyed in the statement that 
it could block the route of supplies from Kashmir to the Gilgit Valley. But some further 
indications, I believe, may be gleaned from another Chinese record which M. Chavannes’ 
researches have rendered accessible. The notice on the T'u-ho-Io countr}', or Tokhriristan, 
extracted by him from the T'ang Annals, mentions an attack planned on that territory by the 
Chieh-shih people in alliance with the Tibetans, and its fnistration through the help of Chinc-sc 
troops As the latter is said to have been secured upon the ajiplication of the Jabgu 
Shih-li-mang-ch'ieh-lo, the same whose letter of the year 7^19 a. d. avc liavc already considered, 
it is certain that the Chieh-shuai of that document and Chich-.shih mentioned here are klcnticaU*. 

Now the territory of Chieh-shih is distinctly described as bordering on Tokiiarist.nn. and 
this makes it highly probable that M. Chavannes is right in rccogniring it in the mountain 
tract which a subsequent passage of the notice of Tokharistan mentions under an abbreviated 


" ‘Considdratit que le roi dc Kou-cht-mi (Cachcmirc) 
a 6 t 6 fidble et loyal envers les Cliinois, qu'il a cn outre 
beaucoup de soldats et dc cavaliers, que son territoirc est 
vaste et que la population y est dense, que les vivres y sont 
en abondance, j’espfere tout spdcialemcnt que la bontd 
imp^riale confdrera au roi de Kou-che-mi (CachemireJ un 
^dit derit pour I’encourager, qu’on lui donnera dcs vetements 
et des presents, ainsi que des omements prdcieux et dcs 
ceintures pour faire que (ce roi) soit touchd et reconnaissant 
de la bontd sainte (de I’empcreur) et qu’il redouble de /iddlitd 
et de loyautd.’ From the letter of the Tokharistfin chief, 
quoted p. ii ; see Chavannes, Turcs occid,, p. 215, 


Sec T 'ms oen'd., pj\ j df. cq, date of .Mutl.lp'da’s 
investiture is supidlcd by the imj'eria! dcctcc rcj'rodijced by 
M. Chavannes, ibid. p. 209. fro:ri the hm', 

•' This pa.'isagc had been crroncoudy tendctetl in A. Hd- 
musats jif/iangfs asm/., i, p. lyf,, uhcrc ihc notice of the 
AhutvIs concerning Knslnnlr wn.n fuM 
reference to the Chinese data alKuu MiihtSjdda, us 
iv. jjiG, note, should be rccii/lcd .accordirndv, 

" See Tara acid., p. ,67, no-e 2; .va! r.lmv, n. 7. 

Sec 7 tms occid., j). sr,S, 

*' I'or this very .sliglit pr.aphic diffetente l<:?t fcn ti .•> 
Iranscripiions, sec above, p. u, note jj. 
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form of the name, Chieh This tract of Chieh (;recte Chieh-shih) lay ‘ in the middle of the 
Ts'ung-ling mountains ; to the Avest and south it is bordered by (the territory of) Sh^-mi ; 
to the north-west are the I-ta or Hephthalites’. As the Tang Annals explicitly state of 
Tokharistan that it was the seat of the Hephthalites 2®, and as the portion of Tokharistan south 
of the Oxus is undoubtedly represented by the province of Badakhshan, it is plain that Chieh-shih 
or Chieh must be looked for to the south-east of the latter, i. e. in the direction of the valleys 
drained by the Chitral river. 

I The reasons which make me inclined to identify Chieh-shih (Chieh-shuai) with the portion of 

the main Chitral Valley, properly known as Kashkar or Chitral, are briefly these. The territor}'- 

tan. of Sh^-mi ^ 5 ^, which is said to border Chieh-shih on the west and south, is also mentioned 
under the identical name in the account of the Buddhist pilgrim Sung Yiin, and in the corre- 
sponding notices Avhich the Wei Annals have preserved from the record of his fellow-pilgrim 
Hui-sheng. After a stay in the country of the Yeh-tas or Hephthalites, they passed (519 a. d.) 
into the small mountain tract of Po-chih, and hence into the territory of Sh^-mi. There they 
gradually emerged from the Ts'ung-ling mountains, and proceeded to Udyana which lay south 
of She-mi-k The position indicated for Po-chih (to the south-west of Wakhan) and certain 
features mentioned of its mountains show clearly that it comprised the headwaters of the Varduj 
or Kokcha river, south of Zebak and towards the Hindukush watershed. From there it is 
possible to reach by a number of passes the cluster of valleys to the south of the great snowy 
range which since mediaeval times has been known by the general name of Kafiristan. Owing 
to the constant war waged against its inhabitants by the Muhammadan hill-states around, this 
great alpine region has remained more or less a terra incog 7 iita until quite recent times. But 
there is nothing to prove that those valleys were similarly closed to traffic in earlier periods, 
while it is certain that a route leading down the easternmost of them to the Kunar or Chitral 
river and hence across Dir into the Swat Valley would form a shorter and in all probability 
an easier line of communication than a route crossing one of the high passes east of Lake Dufferin 
and thence descending to Kashkar or Chitral proper®®. 


“ See Turcs occid., p. 159, with note 3 concerning the 
varying Chinese representations of the local name. 

See Turcs occid., pp. 157 sq. 

For an accurate translation of the passages mentioning 
Sh§-mi in Sung Yfln’s account and in the Wei Annals see 
how Chavannes, 'Voyage de Song Fun, p. 28. Dr. Marquart, 
Srdriiahr, pp. 244 sq., had already rectified some serious 
mistakes in Beal’s version, Si-yu-ki, pp. xcii sq. Compare 
also M. Chavannes’ abstract, Turcs occid., p. 159, note 4. 

“ It appears to me that a route such as I suppose 
Sung YOn to have followed on his journey from Badakhshan 
to Udyana or Swat would help to solve a geographical 
difinculty in Marco Polo’s narrative which has puzzled no 
less an authority than Sir Henry Yule. In Chapter xxx, 
Marco Polo tells us ‘ that ten days’ journey to the south of 
Badashan there. is a province called Pashai, the people of 
which have a peculiar language, and are Idolaters of a brown 
complexion. They are great adepts in sorceries and the 
diabolic arts. They are a pestilent people and a crafty; 
and they live upon flesh and rice. Their country is very 
hot.’ The traveller then proceeds to tell us ' of another 
country which is seven days’ journey from this one tow'ards 


the south-east, and the name of which is Keshimur (Kashmir) ’; 
see Yule, Marco Polo, i. p. 164. 

Sir Henry Yule was undoubtedly right in assuming that 
Marco Polo had never personally visited these countries 
and that his account of them, brief as it is, was derived from 
hearsay information about the tracts which the Mongol 
partisan leader Nigudar had traversed, about 1260 a. n., 
on an adventurous incursion from Badakhshan towards 
Kashmir and the Punjab. In chapter xviii, where the 
Venetian relates that exploit (see Yule, Marco Polo, i. 
p. 98, with note, p. 104), the name of Pashai is linked 
with Dir, the territory on the Upper Panjkora river, which 
an invader wishing to make his way from Badakhshan into 
Kashmir by the most direct route would necessarily have to 
pass through. 

The name Pashai is still borne to this day by a Muham- 
madanized tribe closely akin to the Siah-posh, settled in the 
Panjshir Valley and in the hills on the west and south of 
Kafiristan. It has been very fully discussed by Sir Henry 
Yule (ibid., i. p. 165), who shows ample grounds for the 
belief that this tribal name must have once been more 
widely spread over the southern slopes of the Hindukush 
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If the territory of She-mi be identified with Kafiristan, we obtain a satisfactory explanation 
why, in the notice on Chieh (Chieh-shih), Sh6-mi is mentioned as bordering the latter both on the 
west and the south. The Siah-posh or ‘ Kafir ’ tribes, which have given to Kafiristan its 
mediaeval and modern designation, inhabit not only the valleys due west of Chitral, but supply 
also the bulk of the population in the Valley of the Kunar or Chitral river itself, along that 
little-known portion of its course from Kala Darosh southwards to Asmar. These settlements, 
though Muhammadanized under Chitrall or Pathan rule, form a living proof of the fact that 
Kafiristan originally included a considerable portion of the main valley due south of Kashkar 

The open and fertile part of the main valley, containing the large villages which bear 
collectively the name of Chitral and form the political centre of the Kashkar or Chitral State, 
answers remarkably well to the description given in the T'ang Annals of the mild climate and 
rich produce of Chieh (Chieh-shih). And in view of the topographical arguments already 
adduced for this identification, we need not hesitate to suggest also that it was the local name 
Kashkar, or an earlier form of it, which the Chinese endeavoured to reproduce by Chieh-shih 
or Chieh-shuai. The application of the term Kashkar to the territory of Chitral is well attested 
from Muhammadan sources, and its use is still current throughout those regions®®. Chieh-shih, 
as an attempt to represent Kashkar by Chinese sounds, would have a parallel in the name 
Ch'ia-sha which Hsiian-tsang gives to the present city and oasis of Kashgar, in Chinese 
Turkestan®'. 


as far as they are comprised in the limits of Kafiristan. If 
the great commentator nevertheless records his inability to 
account for Marco Polo’s application of 'the name Pashai 
to the country south-east of Badakhshan ’, the reason of the 
difficulty seems to me to lie solely in Sir Henry Yule’s 
assumption that the route heard of by the traveller, led ‘ by 
the Dordh or the Nuksdn Pass, over the watershed of 
Hindukfish into Chitrdl and so to Dir ’. 

Though such a route via Chitral would, no doubt, have 
been available in Marco Polo’s time as much as now, there 
is no indication whatever forcing us to believe that it was the 
one really meant by his informants. When Nigudar ‘ with 
a great body of horsemen, cruel unscrupulous fellows ’ went 
off from Badakhshan towards Kashmir, he may very well 
have made his way over the Hindukush by the more direct 
line that passes to Dir through the eastern part of Kafiristan. 
In fact, the description of the Pashai people and their 
country, as given by Marco Polo, distinctly points to such 
a route; for we have in it an unmistakable reflex of 
characteristic features with which the idolatrous Siah-posh 
Kafirs have always been credited by their Muhammadan 
neighbours. 

It is much to be regretted that the Oriental records of 
the period, as far as they were accessible to Sir Henry Yule, 
seem to have retained only faint traces of the Mongol 
adventurer’s remarkable inroad. From the point of view 
of Indian history it was, no doubt, a mere passing episode. 
But some details regarding it would possess special interest 
as illustrating an instance of successful invasion ■ by a route 
that so far has not received its due share of attention. 

” Compare Biddulph, Hindoo Koosh, pp. 64 sq. 

°° Compare Biddulph, Hindoo Koosh, pp. 59 sqq. ; Raverty, 
Notes on Afghanistan, 1888, pp. 152 sqq. 


In regard to the above proposed identification of Chieh- 
shih (Chieh-shuai) with ChitrSl, it is necessary to consider 
briefly some other Chinese geographical notices which have 
previously been assumed to refer to Chitral. Both Cunningham 
and V. de Saint-Martin had expressed the belief that the 
mountainous territory of Shang-mi 1 ^ which Hsiian- 
tsang describes as situated beyond a great range to the south 
ofTa-mo-hsi-t'ieh-ti or Wakhan, was identical with the Chitral 
Valley (see J.A.S.B., xiv. p. 433, and Saint-Martin, Mimoire 
analyt., p. 426). Their suggestion has received the weighty 
support of Sir Henry Yule, who observes that the yellow 
arsenic or orpiment mentioned in Hsiian-tsang's account is 
still a characteristic product of Chitral (J.R.A.S., N.S., vi. 1 14). 
The further fact that Shang-mi, with the alternative name of 
Chtt-wei, is mentioned in a brief notice of the T'ang Annals 
first extracted by A. Rdmusat, did not escape Sir Henry 
Yule’s attention. But without an exact and reliable rendering 
of the passage, as now supplied in M. Chavannes’ work 
(Turcs occid., p. 129, note 2), it was impossible to perceive 
that the name had in reality a much more restricted appli- 
cation. 

The notice of the Annals tells us : ‘ Chil-wei is 

also called Shang-mi •, its capital is in the town of A-sM-yii- 
shih-to', it is situated amidst the great snowy mountains, 
north of the river of P'o-lii. This country is cold ; it produces 
the five cereals, wine and pomegranates. During the winter 
people live in caves. The inhabitants of this kingdom have 
always assisted the Little P'o-lU in spying out the Middle 
Kingdom (China) ’. 

The river of P'o-lii must be the Gilgit river, and a glance 
at the map shows that the territory meant by Chil-wei or 
Shang-mi corresponds exactly to the present Mastuj and the 


Chieh-shih 
identified 
with Chtt-q 
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form of the name, Chieh This tract of Chieh [rede Chieh-shih) lay ‘ in the middle of the 
Ts'ung'Iing mountains; to the Avest and south it is bordered by (the territor}’’ of) Sh^mi ; 
to the north-west are the I-ta or Hephthalites’. As the T'ang Annals explicitly state of 
Tokharistan that it was the seat of the Hephthalites and as the portion of Tokharistan south 
of the Oxus is undoubtedly represented by the province of Badakhshan, it is plain that Chieh-shih 
or Chieh must be looked for to the south-east of the latter, i. e. in the direction of the valleys 
drained by the Chitral river. 

The reasons which make me inclined to identify Chieh-shih (Chieh-shuai) with the portion of 
the main Chitral Valley, properly known as Kashkar or Chitral, are briefly these. The territor}- 
of’Shfi-mi ^ 5 ^, which is said to border Chieh-shih on the west and south, is also mentioned 
under the identical name in the account of the Buddhist pilgrim Sung Yiin, and in the corre- 
sponding notices Avhich the Wei Annals have preserved from the record of his fellow-pilgrim 
Hui-sh^ng. After a stay in the country of the Yeh-tas or Hephthalites, they passed (519 a. d.) 
into the small mountain tract of Po-chih, and hence into the territory of Sh^-mi. There they 
gradually emerged from the Ts'ung-ling mountains, and proceeded to Udyana which lay south 
of She-mi -k The position indicated for Po-chih (to the south-west of Wakhan) and certain 
features mentioned of its mountains show clearly that it comprised the headwaters of the Varduj 
or Kokcha river, south of Zebak and towards the Hindukush watershed. From there it is 
possible to reach by a number of passes the cluster of valleys to the south of the great snowy 
range Avhich since mediaeval times has been known by the general name of Kafiristan, Owing 
to the constant Avar AA'aged against its inhabitants by the Muhammadan hill-states around, this 
great alpine region has remained more or less a terra incognita until quite recent times. But 
there is nothing to prove that those valleys were similarly closed to traffic in earlier periods, 
Avhile it is certain that a route leading doAAm the easternmost of them to the Kunar or Chitral 
river and hence across Dir into the SAvat Valley AA'ould form a shorter and in all probability 
an easier line of communication than a route crossing one of the high passes east of Lake Dufferin 
and thence descending to Kashkar or Chitral proper*®. 


See Turcs oceid., p. 159, with note 3 concerning the 
varying Chinese representations of the local name. 

“ Sec Turcs occid., pp. 1.^7 sq. 

^ For an accurate translation of the pass.iges mentioning 
Shc-mi in Sung Ydn's account and in the Wei Annals sec 
how Chavannes, 'Voyage de Song Vun, p. 28. Dr. Marquart, 
Erdniatir, pp. 244 sq., had already rectified some serious 
mistakes in Beal's version, Si-yu-ki, pp. xcii sq. Compare 
also M. Chavannes’ abstract, Turcs occid., p. 159, note 4. 

It appears to me tliat a route such as I suppose 
Sung YUn to have followed on his journey from Badakhshan 
to Udyana or Swat would help to solve a geographical 
difficulty in Marco Polo’s narrative which has puzzled no 
less an authority than Sir Henry Yule. In Chapter x.xx, 
Marco Polo tells us ‘ that ten days’ journey to the south of 
Badashan there is a province called Pashai, the people of 
which have a peculiar language, and arc Idolaters of a brown 
complexion. They arc great adepts in sorceries and the 
di.aboh'c arts. They arc a pestilent people and a crafty; 
and they live uj)on flesh and rice. Tlicir country is very 
hot.’ The traveller then proceeds to tell us ‘of another 
country which is seven daj-s' journey from this one towards 


the south-east, and the n.ame of which is Keshimur (Kashmir) 
see Yule, Marco Polo, i. p. 164. 

Sir Henry Yule was undoubtedly right in assuming that 
Marco Polo had never personally visited these countries 
and that his account of them, brief as it is, was derived from 
hearsay information about the tracts which the IMongol 
partisan leader Nigudar had traversed, about 1260 
on an adventurous incursion from Badakhshan towards 
Kashmir and the Punjlib. In chapter .wiii, where the 
Venetian relates that exploit (sec Yule, Marco Polo, i, 
p. 98, Avith note, p, 104), the name of Pashai is linked 
with Dir, the territory on the Upper Panjkora river, which 
an invader wishing to make his Av,ay from Badakhshan into 
Kashmir by the most direct route would necessarily have to 
pass through. 

The name Pashai Is still home to this d.ay by a Muham- 
mad.anized tribe closely .akin to the Siah-posh, .settled in the 
Panjshir Valley and in the hills on the wc.‘-t and south of 
Knfirisl.ln. It has been very fully discussed by Sir llcmy 
Yule (ibid., i. p. 165), svho shows ample grounds for the 
belief that this tribal name must have once been more 
Avidely spread over the southern .'lopes of the Hinilukush 
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If the territory of Sh^-mi be identified with Kafiristan, we obtain a satisfactory explanation 
why, in the notice on Chieh (Chieh-shih), Sh6-mi is mentioned as bordering the latter both on the 
west and the south. The Siah-pOsh or ‘ Kafir ’ tribes, which have given to Kafiristan its 
mediaeval and modern designation, inhabit not only the valleys due west of Chitral, but supply 
also the bulk of the population in the Valle)’^ of the Kunar or Chitral river itself, along that 
little-known portion of its course from Kala Darosh southwards to Asmar. These settlements, 
though Muhammadanized under Chitrrdl or Pathan rule, form a living proof of the fact that 
Kafiristan originally included a considerable portion of tlie main valley due south of Kashkar-®. 

The open and fertile part of the main valley, containing the large villages which bear 
collectively the name of Chitral and form the political centre of the Kashkar or Chitral State, 
answers remarkably well to the description given in the T'ang Annals of the mild climate and 
rich produce of Chieh (Chieh-shih). And in view of the topographical arguments already 
adduced for this identification, we need not hesitate to suggest also that it was the local name 
Kashkar, or an earlier form of it, which the Chinese endeavoured to reproduce by Chieh-shih 
or Chieh-shuai. The application of the term Kashkar to the territory of Chitral is well attested 
from Muhammadan sources, and its use is still current throughout those regions®®. Chieh-shih, 
as an attempt to represent Kashkar by Chinese sounds, would have a parallel in the name 
Ch'ia-sha Avhich Hsiian-tsang gives to the present city and oasis of Kashgar, in Chinese 
Turkestan ®'. 


as far as they arc comprised in the limits of Krifirislan. If 
the great commentator nevertheless records his inability to 
account for Marco Polo's application of ‘the name P.ashai 
to the country south-east of Badakhshan ’, the reason of Uie 
difficulty seems to me to lie solely in Sir Henry Yule’s 
assumption that the route heard of by the traveller, led ‘ by 
the Dordh or the Kuksiin Pass, over the watershed of 
Hindukusli into Chitral and so to Dir’. 

Though such a route via Chitral would, no doubt, have 
been available in Marco Polo's time as much as now, there 
is no indication whatever forcing us to believe that it was the 
one really meant by his informants. When Nigudar ‘ with 
a great body of horsemen, cruel unscrupulous fellows ’ went 
off from Badakhshan towards Kashmir, he may very well 
have made his way over the Hindukusli by the more direct 
line that passes to Dir through the eastern part of Kafiristan. 
In fact, the description of the Pashai people and their 
country, as given by Jlarco Polo, distinctly points to such 
a route; for we have in it an unmistakable reflex of 
characteristic features with which the idolatrous Siah-posh 
Kafirs have always been credited by their Muhammadan 
neighbours. 

It is much to be regretted that the Oriental records of 
the period, as far as they were accessible to Sir Henrj' Yule, 
seem to have retained only faint traces of the Mongol 
adventurer’s remarkable inroad. From the point of view 
of Indian history it was, no doubt, a mere passing episode. 
But some details regarding it would possess special interest 
as illustrating an instance of successful invasion by a route 
that so far has not received its due share of attention. 

” Compare Biddulph, Hindoo HoosA, pp. 64 sq. 

Compare Biddulph, Hifidoo Koosh, pp. 59 sqq. ; Raverty, 
Notes on Afghanistan, 1888, pp. 152 sqq. 


” In regard to the above proposed identification of Chieh- 
shih (Chieh-shuai) with Chitral, it is necessary to consider 
briefly some other Chinese geographical notices which have 
previously been assumed to refer to Chitral. Both Cunningham 
and V. cie Saint-Martin had expressed the belief that the 
mountainous territory of Shang-mi ^ which Hsiian- 
tsang describes as situated beyond a great range to the south 
ofTa-mo-hsi-t'ieh-ti or Y'akhun, was identical with the Chitral 
Valley (see J.A.S.H, xiv. p. 433, and Saint-Martin, AHmoire 
analj't., p. 426). Their suggestion has received the weighty 
support of Sir Henry Yule, who observes that the yellow 
arsenic or orpiment mentioned in Hsiian-tsang’s account is 
still a characteristic product of Chitrrd {J.R.A.S; N.S., vi. 1 14). 
The further fact that Shang-mi, with the alternative name of 
Chit-wei, is mentioned in a brief notice of the T'ang Annals 
first extracted by A. Rdmusat, did not escape Sir Henry 
Yule's attention. But without an exact and reliable rendering 
of the passage, as now supplied in M. Chavannes’ work 
(Turcs occid., p. 129, note a), it was impossible to perceive 
that the name had in reality a much more restricted appli- 
cation. 

The notice of the Annals tells us : ‘ Chit-wei mik is 
also called Shang-mi', its capital is in the town of A-sM-yil- 
shih-to\ it is situated amidst the great snowy mountains, 
north of the river of P'o-lU. This country is cold ; it produces 
the five cereals, wine and pomegranates. During the winter 
people live in caves. The inhabitants of this kingdom have 
always assisted the Little P'o-lii in spying out the Middle 
Kingdom (China) ’. 

The river of P'o-lfi must be the Gilgit river, and a glance 
at the map shows that the territory meant by Chit-wei or 
Shang-mi corresponds exactly to the present Mastuj and the 


Chieh-shih 
identified 
with Chitral. 
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It was, as we have seen, the danger threatening the route between Kashmir and Gilgit 
which induced the Chinese to lend their aid against the hill-state of Chieh-shih. Chitral seems 
distant from that route ; yet it does not need elaborate argument to prove that the co-operation 
of the Chitral chief would have made it far easier to the Tibetans to close that route of supplies 
for Cilgit, and thus to render the Chinese position untenable. The route followed by the 
‘ Cilgit Road ’ is well protected against inroads from the east by the height and heavy snowfall 
of the ranges that flank it on that side, and the uninhabitable nature of the elevated valleys 
and plateaus between them^z. The great glacier-crowned spurs descending from the Nanga- 
Parbat massif and the inaccessible character of the gorges that drain them, form a similar 
bulwark westwards as far as Astor ; but it is different beyond that place where the route 
descends to the Indus. 

and From the adjoining territory of Chilas, lower down on the Indus, raids upon the route 

ilgi't possible both along the river itself and by certain tracks leading over the northernmost 

spurs of Nanga-Parbat. Such irruptions into the Astor Valley were frequently made by the 
Dards of Chilas, who have always been renowned for their bravery and love of plunder, and 
were sometimes extended as far as the Kisanganga Valley, Baltistan, and northward into Cilgit 
These raids continued up to the time of the Dogra occupation of Cilgit, and were only stopped 
when Maharaja Culab Singh's troops, about 1851, succeeded after great difficulties in invading 
Chilas and reducing its chief stronghold. But the Chilasis preserved their independence 


Yarkhun Valley. This valley, through which flows the main 
feeder of the Chitral river, lies due north of the headwaters 
of the Gilgit river near the Shandur Lake ; and the name KAo, 
by which it is known below Mastuj, its chief place, is manifestly 
the modem derivative of the name intended by the Chinese 
transcription Chil-wei (compare for the name Kho, which is 
also given to the largest section of the Dard population of 
Kashkar Bala, Biddulph, Hindoo Koosh, pp. 59, 62). Further 
local research may yet help us to trace also the name of the 
capital A-sM-yU-shih-io, as recorded in the Annals. 

The fertile and thickly populated Mastuj, wth some 
adjoining parts of Kashkar Bala or Upper Kashkar, has, 
under the still ruling IChushwakte family, enjoyed independence 
from Chitral or Kashkar proper for a considerable period. 
This division, which is partly accounted for by geographical 
features, appears to me reflected in the distinction between 
Shang-mi (or Chli-wei) and Chieh-shih as indicated by the 
notices of the T'ang Records. The name Shang-mi is, 
I believe, properly applied only to the valleys drained by the 
INIastuj branch of the Chitral river. But we could well under- 
stand, from analogous cases elsewhere, how Hstian-tsang, 
who did not personally visit this region, could have been led 
by his informants to comprise under this designation the 
whole Chitral vallei', including that lower part which formed 
the separate territor)’ of Kashkar or Chieh-shih. In the first 
place, Mastuj or Shang-mi lay nearest to the route which the 
pilgrim followed through Wakhan. It must further be 
remembered that both ^lastOj and Kashkar may at the time 
of his journey have been under one ruler, as Chitral traditions 
reeord for more reeent periods (see for such traditions retain- 
ing curious traces of earlier historical events, Hindoo Koosh, 
pp. 149 sqq-)' 


Dr. J. Marquart, in his exhaustive monograph on the 
historieal geography of Tokharistan, has likewise discussed 
the Chinese notices concerning Shang-mi, with his usual 
learning and thoroughness. But the fresh data contained in 
M. Chavannes’ publication were not then before him, and he 
could thus not give adequate attention to the geographical 
reasons against the identity of Shang-mi and Sung YOn’s 
Sh6-mi as assumed by him. On the other hand, he rightly 
emphasizes the fact that the pilgrim \Vu-k'ung correctly names 
Chil-Tvei immediately after Hu-mi or Wakhan. [Since the 
above note was written the ‘Errata suppldmentaircs ' (litho- 
graphed) which M. Chavannes has added to his Turcs occid. 
(1904), show that the distinguished Sinologist has also 
recognized the identity of ChU-wei or Shang-mi with ‘la 
rdgion de Mastoudj et Tchitral’. He previously located 
Cha-wei in Yasin; see Turcs occid., p. 129, note 2.] 

It may be added that Wu-k'ung, in 752 a. d., travelled 
from Hu-mi or Wakhan to ChO-wei and thence, through two 
localities {Ho-Ian and Lan-sd) not yet identified, to Veh-ho, 
in which M. Chavannes recognizes, with good reason, Ych-to, 
the capital of Little P'o-ltl; com'p. L’ Iliniraire d’Oti-k'ong, 
p. 12, and Turcs occid., p. 129, note 2. 

“ The extent of uninhabited ground on cither side of the 
route, bare of all resources for the support of human life, and 
cither actual glacier area or under heavy snow for the greater 
part of the year, is well illustrated by the snow and race maps 
in Drew’s Jummoo and Kashmir, 

° Compare, for an interesting account of the Chilasis and 
their predatorj' expeditions, which arc still remembered in the 
adjoining regions, Biddulph, Hindoo Koosh, pp. 1 5 sqq. see 
also Tirow’, Jummoo, pp. 398, 404. 
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notwithstanding a nominal tribute, and their turbulent disposition and the danger it represented 
for the newly-constructed ‘ Gilgit Road’ ultimately led, in 1892, to the occupation of their 
territory by an Imperial garrison. 

The Chilasls, in race, language, and ethnic peculiarities, are closely allied to the other 
Dard communities which, organized in small republics, extend far down both banks of the Indus, 
and collectively form the tract known as Shinkarl or the Kohistan of the Indus Valley. 
Though this region is still inaccessible to the European traveller, it is certain that the several 
sections of the valley are not separated from each other by great natural barriers. Hence 
constant relations are kept up between these Dard corhmunities which used to combine when 
threatened by an external foe. In fact, tradition at Chilas distinctly asserts that in pre- 
Muhammadan times the whole of Shinkarl was under the rule of one Raja®^, 

We have seen already that, according to the indications furnished by the T'ang Annals 
and Hsiian-tsang, this tract in the Indus Valley was at one time politically dependent on the 
kingdom of Udyana. The supremacy exercised from the Swat Valley may, at the period 
when we hear of the alliance between the Tibetans and Chieh-shih, have been replaced by 
predominant influence from the side of Chitral. Both from Chitral proper and from Upper 
Kashkar or Masttij the Indus Valley can readily be reached by a number of routes leading 
across the headwaters of the Swat and Panjkora rivers, and the remarkable extension which 
in recent years the Khan of Dir’s power has taken in the direction of the Swat Kohistan and 
the Indus Valley presents a curious parallel. Chilas and the other Dard communities along the 
Indus, if left to • themselves, could without great difficulty have been overawed by the Chinese 
garrison placed in Gilgit and Yasln; but when controlled and supported by a neighbouring hill- 
state of such resources as Chitral, they were bound to become a serious menace to the Kashmlr- 
Gilgit route, which they flanked, and upon which the maintenance of that garrison depended. 


Section IV.— ANCIENT REMAINS IN GILGIT AND HUNZA 


The total absence of reliable records makes it impossible at present to trace more of the 
early history of Gilgit and the adjoining regions than is revealed for a brief period by the 
illuminating notices of the Chinese Annals. A patient study of local traditions and ethnology, 
and a systematic search for ancient remains would, no doubt, bring to light materials likely 
to help us in restoring some aspects of the life and culture that prevailed there during pre- 
Muhammadan times. But for such labours the series of rapid and often trying marches which,,, 
between June ii and 28, carried me through the valleys of Gilgit and Hunza to the Hindukush 
watershed, as described in chapters ii and in of my Personal Narrative, left no opportunity. 

Among the few relics of Buddhist worship which are extant above ground in the main Rock- 
valley of Gilgit, and to which Major J. Manners Smith very kindly drew my attention, I was 
able to visit only the great rock-carved relief at the entrance of the Kergah Nullah, some four 
miles above Gilgit Fort and not far from the village of Naupur. This relief, which appears 
to have been first described by Colonel Biddulph k occupies a conspicuous position, more than 


For much interesting information collected by Colonel 
Biddulph regarding the Indus Kohistan, see Hindoo Hoosh, 
pp. 8 sqq. 

' See Hindoo Koosh, pp. 109 sqq., where a rather primi- 
tive sketch of the relief is reproduced in lithography. The 

STEIM 


attempted identification of this figure with the colossal Buddha 
image seen by Fa-hsien in Darel, requires no serious considers, 
tion. A somewhat indistinct photographic reproduction of the 
rock-carving is given in the Pamir Boundary Commission 
Report, p. 32. 


D 
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thirty feet above the ground, on a' precipitous rock-face. It shows the figure of a colossal 
Buddha, about nine feet in height, carved in low relief within a shallow niche of trefoil shape 
(see Fig. i). 

Buddha is represented standing witli the right hand and forearm raised across the breast, 
in the gesture which, in Buddhist convention, is known as the abhayamudra {'the pose of 
assuring safety’), while the left hangs down grasping the edge of the .robe. The robe is 
indicated only at the sides of the figure from the hip downwards, and leaves the limbs entirely 
bare, with the result that the statue at first sight recalls the representation of a naked Jina 
rather than a draped Buddha. 

Yet, coarsely modelled and executed as the image is, examination of the photograph clearly 
shows that a fully-draped figure Avas intended. Broad pleats or bands appearing around the 
neck, and also over the right forearm, mark the folds which result from the classical draping of 
the robe, as invariably exhibited by Buddha statues in this posture both in Gandhara and 
Khotan sculpture. The type Avhich the Gilgit sculptor endeavoured to reproduce, with all . 
the imperfections of his art, is unmistakably the same as appears in numerous stucco reliefs 
of Dandan-Uiliq, specimens of Avhich may' be seen on Plates LIV and LV. Earlier representations 
of it are to be found in numbers, both among Graeco-Buddhist sculptures from Gandhara and 
the great stucco reliefs excavated by me at the Rawak Stupa near Khotan-. _ 

It is significant that nowhere among these early instances of the type do we find the 
right hand brought across the breast as in the Gilgit relief. While the outward turn of the palm, 
which is a characteristic feature of the Abhayamudra, could be obtained in this position only 
by an artificial tAvisting of the forearm, it is a perfectly natural gesture Avhen the forearm is 
extended forAA^ard, A\dth more or less of an upAA'ard slant, as seen in the sculptures, of Avhich 
illustrations are quoted in note 2. The same strained pose of the right arm and hand is found, 
hoAA'ever, in a small relief representation of Buddha Avhich occurs as part of the stucco aaMI 
decoration in one of the Dandan-Uiliq shrines, and a specimen of Avhich, D. i. ii, has been 
reproduced in Plate LV. 

In either case the change in the position of the forearm is manifestly due to the artist’s 
inability to shoAv in Ioav relief the natural pose of the original model. The Dandan-Uiliq 
stucco figure certainly belongs to the second half of the eighth century, and the resemblance 
between it and the Gilgit rock-carving, in the clumsy device just discussed, must AA'arn us against 
seeing in the crude modelling of the latter a mark of special antiquity. The pointed form of 
the trefoil arch enclosing the image seems to me, in fact, distinct evidence of a later date, 
judging from AAdiat a close study of that architectural element in Kashmirian monuments has 
enabled me to ascertain as to tlie successive development of its forms. We have another sign 
of late Avorkmanship in the exaggerated prominence Avhich is given to the edges of the drapery, 
particularly that falling from the proper left arm. Its appearance there might easily mislead 
the untrained obserA'cr into a belief that the left hand, instead of supporting the robe (as clearly 
seen in the Dandan-Uiliq and RaAvak reliefs), AA-as holding ' a staff or some kind of Aveapon ’ 


* Compare, e.g., Grtinwedcl, Arl, pp. 1C9, 170, 

174 (with the interesting Chinese Buddha, in Avood, p. 177, 
wiiich is traditionally derived as a replica from Ud.ayana’s 
famous statue); for corresponding relief statues .at Rawak, 
see Figs. 68, 69, Plate XIV, &c. 

M. Foucher, who has lucidly discussed the Ahhayapani- 
mudra in his Jccr.cgraphie louddhiqtti, pp. 68 sq., points out 
its frequency both in the miniature representations of par- 


ticular Buddha images, as contained in Nepalese JfSS., and 
.among extant Buddhist sculptures of Northern India; for 
illustrations comp. PI. II and Figs. 7, 8. 

’ See Biddulph’s description, //xWw AewA, p, no. For 
simiLar exaggenated treatment of the draper)' in imitation of 
ancient forms, comp. GrOnwcdcl, Buddhist Arl, p. 171 and 
Fig. 125. 




ROCK-CARVED RELIEF NEAR NAUPUR, GILGIT. CASTLE OF MIR OF HUNZA AT BALTIT. 
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thirty feet above the ground, on a precipitous, rock-face. It shows the figure of a colossal 
Buddha, about nine feet in height, carved in low relief within a shallow niche of trefoil shape 
(see Fig. i). 

Buddha is represented standing with the right hand and forearm raised across the breast, 
in the gesture which, in Buddhist convention, is known as the abhayamudra (‘the pose of 
assuring safety’), while the. left hangs down grasping the edge of the .robe. The robe is 
indicated only at the sides of the figure from the hip downwards, and leaves the limbs entirely 
bare, with the result that the statue at first sight recalls the representation of a naked Jina 
rather than a draped Buddha. 

Yet, coarsely modelled and executed as the image is, examination of the photograph clearly 
shows that a fully-draped figure was intended. Broad pleats or bands appearing around the 
neck, and also over the right forearm, mark the folds which result from the classical draping of 
the robe, as invariably exhibited by Buddha statues in this posture both in Gandhara and 
Khotan sculpture. The type which the Gilgit sculptor endeavoured to reproduce, with all 
the imperfections of his art, is unmistakably the same as appears in numerous stucco reliefs 
of Dandan-Uiliq, specimens of which may’ be seen on Plates LIV and LV. Earlier representations 
of it are to be found in numbers, both among Graeco-Buddhist sculptures from Gandhara and 
the great stucco reliefs excavated by me at the Rawak Stupa near Khotan . 

It is significant that nowhere among these early instances of the type do we find the 
right hand brought across the breast as in the Gilgit relief. While the outward turn of the palm,- ■ 
which is a characteristic feature of the Abhayamudra, could be obtained in this position only 
by an artificial twisting of the forearm, it is a perfectly natural gesture when "the forearm is 
extended forward, with more or less of an upward slant, as seen in the sculptures, of which 
illustrations are quoted in note 2. The same strained pose of the right arm and hand is found, 
however, in a small relief representation of Buddha which occurs as part of the stucco %vall 
decoration in one of the Dandan-Uiliq shrines, and a specimen of which, D. i. ii, has been 
reproduced in Plate LV. 

In either case the change in the position of the forearm is manifestly due to the artist’s 
inability to show in low relief the natural pose of the original model. The Dandan-Uiliq 
stucco figure certainly belongs to the second half of the eighth century, and the resemblance 
between it and the Gilgit rock-carving, in the clumsy device just discussed, must warn us against 
seeing in the crude modelling of the latter a mark of special antiquity. The pointed form of 
the trefoil arch enclosing the image seems to me, in fact, distinct evidence of a later date, 
judging from what a close study of that architectural element in Kashmirian monuments has 
enabled me to ascertain as to the successive development of its forms. We have another sign 
of late workmanship in the exaggerated prominence which is given to the edges of the drapery, 
particularly that falling from the proper left arm. Its appearance there might easily mislead 
the untrained observer into a belief that the left hand, instead of supporting the robe (as clearly 
seen in the Dandan-Uiliq and Rawak reliefs), w^as holding ‘a staff or some kind of weapon 


^ Compare, e. g., Buddhist Art, pp. 169, lyo, 

174 (with the interesting Chinese Buddha, in wood, p. 177, 
which is traditionally derived as a replica from Udayana's 
famous statue); for corresponding relief statues at Rawak, 
see Figs. 68, 69, Plate XIV, &c. 

M. Foucher, who has lucidly discussed the Abhqyapdni- 
mudra in his Iconographie bouddhigue, pp. 68 sq., points out 
its frequency both in the miniature representations of par- 


ticular Buddha images, as contained in Nepalese MSS., and 
among extant Buddhist sculptures of Northern India; for 
illustrations comp. PI. II and Figs. 7, 8. 

® See Biddulph’s description, p. no. For 

similar exaggerated treatment of the drapery in imitation of 
ancient forms, comp. Grunwedel, Buddhist Art, p. 171 and 
Fig. 125. 
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The deeply-cut square holes, arranged outside the trefoil niche in the form of a pentagon, 
undoubtedly serv'^ed to support a wooden framework which once protected the image. 

Colonel Biddulph has already noticed the remains of an ancient irrigation work, which can 
be traced close by, along the right or eastern side of the mouth of Kergah-Nullah. The square 
sockets which are seen there, sunk into the steep rock face at a uniform level and for a con- 
siderable distance, were manifestly designed to hold stout pieces of timber, on which a wooden 
trough could be fixed to conduct water from the stream of tlie Nullah for the irrigation of fields 
in tlie main valley. The comparatively high level at which this conduit runs above the rock- 
strewn bottom of the Nullah is easily accounted for by its purpose of carrying water to slopes 
which could not be reached by irrigation cuts taken from the stream at its actual mouth. 

That the construction of this watercourse belongs to an early period, certainly pre- 
Muhammadan, is proved beyond doubt by the excellent cutting of the sockets, which shows 
a command of stone-craft long lost among the population of these valleys. We may well suppose 
tliat in a period of greater material culture Gilgit was more thickly inhabited than it is now, 
and that in consequence portions of ground on the hill sides and on alluvial plateaus more 
elevated than any now under cultivation were utilized for fields and required to be irrigated. 
Throughout the Gilgit valley it is only the water obtained from the side-streams tliat renders 
agriculture and the growing of fruit trees possible ^ 

In connexion with these few notes on ancient remains in Gilgit, I may mention that the 
ruined mounds which Major J. Manners Smith and other officers on duty in Gilgit have noted 
at Hanzil and Jutial in all probability represent the remains of Stupas. I was not able to 
visit them, but the photograph of the mound near Hanzil (a village about nine miles above 
Gilgit Fort) which is reproduced in the report of the Pamir Boundary Commission, distinctly 
suggests this origin®. The fact that in either place the ruin shows only rough masonry of 
unhewn stone would render it difficult to arrive at any conclusion as to the date of construction 
without sj'stematic excavation. 

The valle}’- of the Hunza river, through which I passed from Gilgit to the Taghdumbash 
Pamir, is, alike by tlie stern grandeur of its peaks and glaciers, the natural difficulty of its 
communications, and the strange mixture of races and languages among its population, a mountain 
region of exceptional interest. But the same ice-crowned ranges and almost equally formidable 
gorges which have rendered Hunza until our days so secure against foreign invasion, have 
also effectively barred the valley from ever serving as a real line of communication or otherwise 
acquiring historical importance. 

We have striking evidence of this isolation in the survival of Burisheski, the tongue spoken 
in Hunza proper, which has no relation whatever to any of the great language families (Indian, 
Iranian, Turk!, Tibetan) that meet close to this easternmost point of the Hindukush watershed. 
Nor can it be doubted that these secluded communities, in their customs, traditions, and economic 
conditions, must have preserved much that would prove highly instructive to antiquarian students. 


* See Dicw, Ji/mmoo, p. 407; compare also the remarks, 
p. 404, illustrating the reduction of arable land in Astor 
which has followed long-continued decay of the artificial 
watercourses. 

‘ See Report of the Pamir Boundary Commission, p. 33, 
The decidedly circular shape of the mound makes it very 
improbable that the remains can be those of a ‘frontier tower 
of ordinary fashion ’, as assumed by one of the members of 


that Commission. Such towers are regularly built square 
throughout the whole of the Dard region. On the other 
hand, I fail to see how ‘ the construction of the masonry ’ can 
be adduced as an argument against ‘ the theory of Buddhist 
construction considering that neither the masonry nor any 
other details of construction of pre-Muhammadan ruins in 
the valleys between the Hindukush and Kashmir have as yet 
been examined by a trained archaeologist. 
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For such passing observations as my hurried marches along the difficult tracks of Hunza allowed 
me to gather, I must refer to the pages of my Personal Narrative But in respect of the only 
monument of antiquity which I was able to trace along the route, where it winds round the foot of 
the great Mount Rakiposhi (Fig. 3), the brief description there given requires, to be supplemented 
by some more exact details. Close to the hamlet of Thol, on the first of the highly cultivated 
little plateaus which are passed in succession on the left river bank above the historic gorge of Nilth, 
there stands a ruined Stupa, shown with its west face in' the accompanying photograph (Fig. 4). 
Considering its exposed position, the relatively good preservation of this monument of Buddhist 
worship is remarkable. The only serious damage it has sustained is of very recent date, being 
a characteristic result of the ‘ advance of modern civilization ’ : the masonry of the base on its 
southern face has been removed to save a ddtour of a few feet to the hill road constructed since 
the occupation of Hunza territory at the close of the campaign of 1891. 

The Stupa is constructed of unhewn slabs, more or less flat, set in rough horizontal layers 
with a fairly hard plaster. The surface of the rough masonry originally bore a coating of similar 
plaster, patches of this material being found still adhering to the north face of tire upper courses 
of the base and to the more sheltered mouldings. The lowest story of the base forms a square 
of 10 ft. ; and has a height of 3 ft. 9 in. from the present ground level. On the top of this 
base, but receding by about i ft. from its edge, rests a second story, which is also square, and 
with its projecting cornice, about 14 in. high, rises to the same height of 3 ft. 9 in. The next 
story is octagonal and, including its cornice, 3 ft. 10 in. high. It supports a circular drum, 
about 1 1 ft. in height, also surmounted by a cornice. From the latter finally springs the 
dome of the Stupa proper. This, in its original shape, appears to have been hemispherical, 
but its top has been broken, and the extant masonry reaches only a height of about 3I ft. from 
the sloping plinth of the drum. Judging from what subsequent experience showed me in the 
case of Stupa ruins examined in the Turkestan plains, it may be supposed that treasure-seeking 
operations for the relic deposit likely to be contained in the centre of the little dome were the 
main cause of this injury. The total height of the structure, allowing for this loss, cannot have 
been less than 18 ft. and probably approached 20 ft. 

This relatively great elevation, in proportion to the dimensions of the square base, strikingly 
distinguishes the Thol Stupa from the StQpas examined by me in Chinese Turkestan. Those 
among the latter which were found sufficiently well-preserved to permit exact measurements, 
like the Stupas of Maurl-Tim, the Niya Site, Endere and Rawak, in their original state showed 
a total elevation approximately equal to the side of tlieir square base where it rested on the 
ground, i.e. to the greatest dimensions of the ground-plan. Striking differences are to be found 
also in the introduction of an octagonal above the square stories of the base, and in the boldly 
projecting and massive cornices by which these several stories and the circular drum bcneatli 
the dome are surmounted. For neither of these distinguishing features am I able to adduce 
exact parallels from Stupa ruins with which I am acquainted in the North-West of India and 
the adjoining frontier regions. But there appears in them something curiously recalling the 
style and general character of tlie Chortens of Sikkim and Ladak, and suggestive of Tibetan 
influence. 

The small alluvial plateaus fringing at intervals the deep-cut bed of the Hunza river between 
Niltla and Baltit are the only portion of the valley where a track fit for regular use by laden 
animals could be maintained without recourse to modern methods of engineering. Above the 
village of Baltit, probably from early times the seat of Hunza chiefs’, the route towards the 

' Sec Jitiins of Khotan, pp. 3: sqq. ’ For a photograph of their picturesque old c.-istlc see Fig. s. 
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Taghdumbash Pamir enters the long and narrow gorge in which the river has cut ' its way 
through the axial range of the Hindukush, The tracks that lead through it present, for six 
trying hiarches, all the difficulties of true Alpine climbs, including passages over large glaciers. 
During a considerable portion of the year they arc altogether impassable except for men on 
foot. The transport of loads over these mountain tracks becomes possible only by the employment 
of the hardy hillmen, who manage to subsist on the few patches of cultivable ground to be 
found amidst the barren masses of rock and ice which bound the course of the main stream 
and the still more confined gorges of its aflluents. The extreme sterility of these mountains 
restricts tlie population of * Little Guhyal as this region is now called on account of its WakhI 
settlers from Waklian or Guhyfil, to a few hundred families It seriously taxes the resources 
of these scattered settlements to supply even porters for the occasional European traveller who 
is permitted to pass through tlie Hunza Valley. In the face of such natural obstacles, it is 
impossible to conceive how the latter could ever have served as a route for trade and general 
traffic. 

After leaving behind Misgar, the nortliernmost hamlet of Hunza, the natural difficulties , 
of the route decrease. The valley widens as we approach the watershed which separates the 
headwaters of the Hunza river from those of tlic O.xus on the one side and from the Taghdumbash 
Pamir on the other. Lord Curzon, in his exhaustive Memoir on die Pamirs, has duly emphasized 
the important geographical fact that the water-parting in this part of the Hindukush lies 
considerably to the north of the axial range and is also far lower This helps to account 
for the relative ease with which the Kilik and Mintaka passes, giving final access to the 
Taghdumbash Pamir, can be crossed, even with laden animals, during the greater part of 
the year. 

' For photographs of Waklils and Kanjuils settled in ’ Sec Curzon, The Pamirs and the Source of Die O.vus, 

‘Little Guhyal’, see Figs. 5, 6. p. ^o. 



CHAPTER II 


■ eeting of 
>' >’n areas 
. Kilik 


■ isition of 
^aghdum- 
lash PamTr. 


Importance 

ofTagh- 

diimbash 

route. 


SARIKOL AND THE ROUTE TO KASHGAR 

Section L— THE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION AND ETHNOGRAPHY 

OF SARIKOL 

The great alpine valley of the Taghdumbash Pamir, to which I crossed on the 29th of June, 
1900, over the Kilik Pass (15,800 feet above the sea. Fig. 8), was certain to prove interesting 
ground from more than one point of view. At its head I was close to the point where the drainage 
areas of the three great river systems of the Indus, the Oxus, and the Tarim meet, the 
representatives as it were of the still greater ethnic areas of India, Iran, and Turkestan. That 
the view from the height of the Khushbel Peak, my first survey station, simultaneously comprised 
the confines of British India, Afghanistan, Russia, and China, was the best illustration of the 
abiding influence which geographical facts must exercise over political developments even in 
this desolate region. The wide expanse of level or easily undulating grazing land which the 
same view disclosed at the bottom of the Taghdumbash Valley, formed a striking contrast 
to the rocky and almost impassable gorges of Hunza, ' and could not fail to impress me at 
the outset with the advantages for communication which the Pamirs offer, notwithstanding their 
elevation and severe climate. But it was only in the light of subsequent observations, gathered 
on my marches along the whole length of the Taghdumbash Pamir from the Wakhjir Pass and 
the Oxus source down to Tash-kurghan, that I fully realized the historical interest of the' route 
which leads through this valley. 

In order to explain the importance which may be claimed for the Taghdumbash Pamir 
as an early line of communication between Chinese Turkestan and the Oxus Valley, it is not 
necessary to consider the historical topography of the whole Pamir region. Lord- Curzon, in 

his justly famous memoir on ‘ The Pamirs and the source of the Oxus ’, has furnished a lucid 

and critical summary of that much-discussed subject, and to it the reader may be referred 
with confidence for information on all general questions \ An important geographical fact, 

aptly recognized in Lord Curzon’s analysis’, helps to limit the scope of our inquiry.- The 

Taghdumbash Pamir, though it shares the designation and also, in its upper portion, the main 
physical characteristics of the other Pamirs, lies in a different watershed from the rest, and is 
thus plainly marked as part of a different system. We find this physical division emphasized 
at the present day by the political boundaries, which leave the Taghdumbash the only Pamir 
under Chinese jurisdiction, and we may safely attribute to it a determining influence upon the 
earlier historical conditions of this mountain tract. 

While all the other Pamirs are situated within the drainage area of the Oxus, the waters 
of the Taghdumbash Pamir discharge themselves eastwards into the great Turkestan Basin. 

* Reprinted from the Geographical Journal, 18^6; for ' See The Pamirs, p, 19. 

an analysis of early travellers’ routes see in particular pp.63 sqq. 
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The river of which they are the main feeders, and which takes its best known name from 
Tash-kurghanj 'the chief place it passes, breaks through the great meridional range flanking 
the Pamirs on the east, and ultimately joins the Yarkand river or Zarafshan, The collection 
of valleys which the river of Tash-kurghan drains, together with some minor alpine tracts 
adjoining them towards the Upper Yarkand river, constitutes the well-defined mountain district 
now known as SarikoH. Topographical facts and historical evidence alike prove that the 
position occupied by the present fort of Tash-kurghan and its neighbouring villages has from 
very early times been the political centre of this whole territory. At Tash-kurghan ends the 
open valley of the Taghdumbash Pamir, and the importance of the latter as a route is mainly 
due to the exceptionally easy access it provides to the central tract of Sarikol, over more than 
a hundred miles’ distance. In view of this close connexion, it will be well to begin with a review 
of the main data which throw light on the ancient topography of Sarikol as a whole. 

Small in extent, and devoid of natural resources, the territory of Sarikol derives its importance Importanc 
solely from the advantages of its position with regard to the routes which from early times have Sarikol. 
connected the Upper Oxus Valley with the oases to the south of the Turkestan Desert, and 
hence with China. All the routes leading from the Oxus in that direction, whether they ascend 
through Roshan, Shighnan, or Wakhan, have to cross the water-parting on the east of the Pamirs, 
and subsequently to surmount the still more eleyated meridional range culminating in the Muztagh- 
Ata Peaks, which forms the link between the T'ien-shan system in the north, and the extreme 
points of the Hindukush and Kun-lun in the souths The chief valleys of Sarikol extend 
between this meridional range and the watershed which fences in the true Pamirs on the 
eastern side. To this position they owe their relatively great width and also their prevailing 
direction, the valley of the Taghdumbash descending mainly from south to north and that of 
Tagharma from north to south. Every route that crosses the Pamir watershed to the south 
of the Muztagh-Ata massif, is compelled to debouch at one point or the other into either of 
these great valleys ; in the opposite direction the same holds good of all the routes that lead 
frorii'the drainage area of the Yarkand river westwards into the Oxus Basin. The Taghdumbash 
and Tagharma Valleys meet at the point where the Tash-kurghan river takes its sudden turn 
to the east; and Tash-kurghan, only some eight miles further south, is the place towards which 
all the above routes, whether from east or west, naturally converge. 

It is' easy to show that this centre of the Sarikol District must at all times have been 
} 

•? The above spelling, Sarikol, reproduces the pronuncia- 
tion of the name as generally heard by me during my passage 
through the district, from both its Tajik (Iranian) and its 
Kirghiz inhabitants. I am unable to decide how far this 
modern pronunciation conforms to the etymology of the 
name; for the derivation is not quite certain. If Mirza 
Haidar, whose mention is the oldest I can at present trace 
(Tarikh-i-Hashidi, ed. Elias, pp. 297, 312), is justified in 
writing Sarigh-kul, the name would be TurkI, meaning 
‘ Yellow-Lake.’ As kol is a common variation of kul through 
all dialects of Eastern Turk!, and as i for igh would easily 
be accounted for by the well-known phonetic processes of 
assimilation and subsequent ‘ supplementary lengthening the 
modern form of the name could be readily explained on the 
basis of this etymology. But the form Siri'kol {Sirikul) is also 
met with in Oriental records, and has found acceptance among 
numerous European geographers, perhaps on account of its 


supposed semi-Persian etymology {Sir-i-kul, ‘head of the 
lake ’). It is curious to note the same uncertainty of spelling 
in the case of one of the several alternative native names 
for Wood’s Lake on the Great Pamir; see Curzon, The 
Pamirs, p. 43. 

■* Though accurate surveys of this meridional range have 
been accomplished in recent years, the admirably lucid 
account which Baron Richthofen, in his China, vol. i. pp. r95 
sqq., has given of its salient features and its importance for 
the general orography of Central Asia, may still be consulted 
with advantage. The merit of having first systematically 
explored those portions of the range which lie between the 
Tash-kurghan river in the north and the junction of Hindu- 
kush and Kun-lun in the south, belongs to Captain H. H. P. 
Deasy, whose book, Three Years in Tibet and Eastern Turkistan 
(1901), furnishes also a description of the smaller Sarikol 
valleys comprised in those portions ; see chapters viii, xiii, xiv. 
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an important goal for travellers. From whichever side we may approach Sarlkol, there is an 
inhospitable belt of high mountain land to be crossed first, practically devoid of permanent 
habitations, and throughout incapable of furnishing supplies and places of shelter to caravans. 
The elevated Pamir region stretching westwards can never, during historical times, have permitted 
of cultivation. The routes which, starting from Tagharma, connect Sarlkol with Kashgar to the 
north-east and Yarkand to the east, lead by a succession of high passes over barren spurs of 
the great meridional range with narrow uninhabited gorges between them. It is true that the 
difficult and rarely frequented tracts which cross the mountains between the Tash-kurghan and 
Yarkand rivers in the direction of Karghalik and Kok-yar, pass through some of the minor 
Sarlkol! settlements. But the produce raised on their isolated plots of cultivable land does 
not suffice even for the maintenance of the small pastoral population scattered over this region. 
Finally, if the route be followed which leads northward past Muztagh-Ata and then descends 
along the Yaman-yar river into the Kashgar plain, as described in my Personal Narrative®, an 
even greater distance has to be traversed before permanent habitations are reached. 

This situation of Sarlkol, in the midst of desolate mountain tracts and yet at the junction 
of important routes, necessarily invests with exceptional value whatever natural resources the 
district possesses. Given an adequate population, and an administration capable of protecting 
it, these resources would, undoubtedly, be far larger than they are at present. The lower part 
of the Taghdumbasb Valley, for a distance of forty miles from below Tash-kurghan to the hamlet 
of Dafdar, shows a remarkably broad and uniform expanse of fertile ground at its bottom. 
Cultivation is now restricted to a small continuous stretch of the valley above and below 
Tash-kurghan, and to certain isolated settlements, such as Dafdar and Pisling, recently started 
at points higher up the valley where it is easy to obtain water for irrigation from side streams. 

But the uniform tradition of the inhabitants, as reported to me during my stay at Tash- 
kurghan, asserts that the compact cultivated area once extended much higher up the valley. 
In support of this belief, reference was made to the remains of extensive irrigation canals 
traceable along the foot of the mountains, especially on the east side of the valley, as well as 
to deserted village sites, such as Bazar-dasht, found at a considerable distance beyond the limits 
of the present belt of village land. I believe that these statements may be accepted as based 
on substantial facts. On the one hand, the almost unbroken stretch of alluvial land which 
I passed on my route from Dafdar to Tughlan-shahr, seemed only to wait for , systematic 
irrigation in order to yield the crops for which the climate is adapted. On the other hand, 
it is impossible to doubt that the periodical raids from slave-hunting Kanjtitls and Shighnis, 
to which we know Sarlkol to have been subjected before and after Yaqub Beg’s rebellion, 
and which did not cease completely until the British occupation of Hunza, must have resulted 
in a partial depopulation of the country ®. 

From the devastating effects of these raids, the upper portions of the Taghdumbash Valley, 
lying nearest, necessarily suffered most. But they extended also to the Tagharma Valley, which, 
in its well-watered central flat, about twelve miles long by seven broad, offers ample ground 
for agricultural settlements'^. 


^ See Ruins of Khoian, chaps, v-vii. 

® For the modern history of Sarlkol, compare Col. T. E. 
Gordon, Roof of the World, pp. 109 sqq., where an instructive 
account is given of the general conditions of the main valleys 
at the time of his visit (1874). 

' The destructive results of KanjutI raiding in Tagharma 


are illustrated by the information recorded by Capt. H. Trotter 
in 1874 about a fort village in the south-east of the plain, the 
Tajik population of which had been reduced from fifty to four 
families within less than a generation ; see Yarkand Mission 
Report, p. 269. 
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It is difficult to judge now, when the whole tract is slowly recovering from the results of 
long-continued aggression, what its population and resources may have been during periods 
when the support of a strong paramount power, established in Eastern Turkestan, assured to 
Sarlkol safety from its predatory neighbours to the west and south. The political value of 
this hill tract as an advanced post guarding the frontier towards Badakhshan, Gilgit, and the 
Pamirs was, as we shall see, realized early by the Chinese. But far more than the spasmodic 
assertion of sovereignty, which, as far as the Chinese administration was concerned, is likely 
to have been often purely nominal the racial tenacity of the inhabitants themselves must have 
helped to preserve to the little alpine chiefship its continued existence and historical individuality. 

The population of Sarlkol, apart from the nomadic Kirghiz herdsmen who visit its grazing 
grounds, consists of hill Tajiks, who by physical appearance and language alike are unmistakably 
proved to belong to the so-called Galcha stock. The Sarikoll tongue, first recorded by the 
late Mr. R. Shaw with his usual accuracy and care, is very closely allied to WakhI, the language 
of Wakhan, of which it may be said to represent a mere dialect. The Sarlkolls whom I saw 
showed all the racial characteristics of the Iranian ‘ Tajiks ’ who form the bulk of the population 
in the Oxus region ®, and the knowledge of Persian common among all classes indicates the 
influence exercised by the culture of Iran even in these distant valleys. To the prevalence of 
Iranian traditional lore in the local legends I shall have occasion to refer later. The antiquity 
of these legends, as attested by Hsiian-tsang, the Iranian elements in the local nomenclature, 
as well as the absence of any historical tradition to the contrary, render it highly probable 
that the population of Sarlkol has from early times borne the same ethnic character as at present. 

The geographical position of Sarlkol is such that it could never have lain on the route 
of one of those great waves of invasion which from time to time have swept across the more 
accessible parts of Central Asia, and in their progress have radically changed the ethnology 
of those regions. Sarlkol, with its severe climate^® — the elevation of the main valleys sinks 
nowhere below 10,000 ft. — and its limited area of productive land, could not possibly attract 
occupation and settlement by a powerful invader. The predatory inroads to which the main 
valleys were exposed, during recurring periods, from the petty hill-states to the south and west, 
no doubt subjected the more peaceable population of Sarlkol to great vicissitudes. But considering 
the passing character of these raids, and the ready shelter offered by the many secluded side- 
valleys, they were not likely to threaten it with extermination. Experience in any case shows 
that the Sarikoll settlements during recent times have recovered from severe trials of this kind, 
including even a forcible transportation of the greater part of the population to Kashgar, which 
occurred during Yaqub Beg’s rule^k It is manifest that this small Iranian community, placed 
in such close proximity to a great Turkl-speaking population, and sharing its political fortunes, 
could not have preserved its language and racial characteristics intact without the isolating effect of 
its mountains and that tenacious attachment to inherited lore which is peculiar to hill people. 


® The relations which existed during the period preceding 
Yaqub Beg’s rebellion between the hereditary chief of Sarlkol 
and the Chinese authorities were characteristically indicated 
in the nominal tribute paid by the former and the valuable 
presents received in return. The payments in silver and gold 
made to the Sarlkol chief were represented ‘ as a subsidy for 
the military protection of the frontier and the road towards 
Badakhshan’ ; see Gordon, Roof of the World, p. no. 

’ For a photograph see f. Anihr. Inst,, 1903, Pi. XXVII, 
where the individuals in the back row and the central figure 

STcm 


in the front row are Wakhis settled in Sarikol, the rest Kirghiz. 
Wakhls and Sarikolis proper are not distinguishable in outward 
appearance. 

The character of the climate of Sarikol is well indicated 
by the saying which Col. T. E. Gordon recorded from the 
mouth of its governor at the time of his visit ‘ that there are 
only two seasons, summer and winter, the former lasting 
three months, the latter nine ’ ; Roof of the World, p. 114. 

" See Gordon, Roof of the World, p, in. 
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The hillmen of Sarlkol at the present day form the extreme outpost of Iranian nationality 
towards the east. But if we may judge from several important indications, settlements of an 
Iranian-speaking race must in ancient days have extended much further eastwards, especially 
in the direction of Khotan. The documents in Brahmi script which my excavations brought 
to light from the ruined temples of the Dandan-Uiliq site, and which, with other records of the 
same character previously obtained from the same locality, have been partly deciphered by 
Dr. Hoernle, make it appear highly probable that the language spoken in the eighth century 
by the indigenous population of Khotan was of Iranian origin ^2, Qn the other hand, the 
anthropometric data collected by me in the Khotan region, according to the careful analysis 
made of them by Mr. A. T. Joyce, in independence of any historical or linguistic arguments, 
plainly mark in the Khotanese population of to-day the prevalence of a racial element closely 
related to the hill-tribes generally designated as Galchas, who are settled in the highlands of 
the Oxus and Zarafshan 

The ethnographical importance of these observations is confirmed by the statement of the 
Chinese historical record to be discussed below, dating back to the period of the T'ang dynasty’s 
rule over Eastern Turkestan (7th to 8th century a.d.), which describes the external appearance 
and language of the people of Sarikol as identical with that of the Khotanese In view of 
this convergence of linguistic, anthropological, and historical proofs, we can scarcely avoid the 
conclusion that the modern Sarlkolis represent but the remnant of a larger Galcha population 
which once spread as far as the territory of Khotan, but further east has since undergone 
considerable racial amalgamation and abandoned its language for Turk!. The great difference 
in geographical position, and consequently in accessibility bet\veen the valleys of Sarikol and 
the oases of the plain of the northern foot of the Kun-lun range would amply account for the 
thoroughness with which this transformation has proceeded in the latter region. 

Finally, it may be pointed out in passing that an ethnic link between the Iranian Sarlkolis 
and the present population of those oases is, perhaps, to be found in the small and little known 
hill-tribe of the Pakhpos, who partly as herdsmen, partly as cultivators, dwell in the narrow 
valleys near the headwaters of the Tiznaf and Yarkand rivers. Dr. Bellew, to whom we owe 
what scanty information has so far been recorded about this curious people, describes them 
as of ‘ pronounced Caucasian features’ and very fair^®. He was much struck by the difference 
of their physical type from that of other races he had come into contact with in Eastern Turkestan. 
He notes that the few Pakhpos whom he met and was able to examine, denied having- any 
language of their own apart from Turk!; but he remarks also upon the extreme shyness of 
these hillmen, which ‘led them to conceal all information regarding themselves’. I myself 
was unable to proceed near enough to their hills, south of Karghalik, to obtain an opportunity 
of meeting Pakhpos. But during my short stay at Karghalik, Daud Beg, a local official, who 
had for some years held charge of the tract they mainly inhabit, distinctly told me that, though 
all Pakhpos know Turk!, and though its use is extending owing to frequent intermarriages with 
people of the Karghalik oasis, another language is talked by them among themselves which 


Compare Rums of Khotan, pp. 309 sq.; Hoernle, 
Central Asian Antiquities, ii. pp. 32 sqq. ; below, chap. ix. 
sec. V. 

“ See below, chap. vi. sec. iv., on the racial origin of the 
people of Khotan, and Mr. Joyce's paper in/. Anthr. Inst., 
1903, pp. 322 sqq. 

“ See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 124. 

Compare Yarkand Mission Report, pp. 61 sq. It must 


be remembered that Dr. Bellew, with the main portion of 
Sir D. Forsyth’s mission, did not visit the Sarikol valleys, and 
consequently could scarcely be expected to notice any 
similarity in physical appearance that might exist between 
SarikoUs and Pakhpos. The photographs of Pakhpos re- 
produced on p. 46 of Hor ' Yarkand Mission Report show 
types which to me do not appear to differ materially from 
those ordinarily met among Sarlkolis and Wakhls. 
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is understood by Sarikolls, and is apparently a dialect of the latter’s tongue. If this information 
should prove to be correct, our presumption in favour of the Pakhpos being another remnant 
of a Galcha population, formerly more widely spread, would become an established fact 


Section II.— EARLY CHINESE ACCOUNTS OF SARIKOL 


The important position occupied by Sarlkol in respect of the routes leading across the Pamir 
region accounts for the ample information to be gathered from early Chinese records regarding 
its historical topography. The narrative of the pilgrim Hsuan-tsang, who on his return journey 
from India to China traversed Sarikol, supplies most of the details. It was in his itineraries 
that the old name of this mountain chiefship, which the Chinese transcriptions variously render 
as Chieh-p'an-t'o, Han-p'an-t'o, &c., was first correctly identified by General A. Cunningham h 
But for a systematic review of all available data we shall find it convenient to take as a basis 
the official description of the territory which the T'ang Annals furnish, and which has now 
become accessible in M. Chavannes’ translation. 

This account records for the Sarikol tract the several names Ho-f an-t'^o ^ or Sarikol in 

Hah-fo' or ICo-koaii-i' an or ICo-lo-Co ^ [ 5 ;^, and indicates its position Jnnds. 

with unmistakable clearness. The kingdom was reached by proceeding from Su-li or Kashgar j 
to the south-west through the gorge of C/iicn-mo, which must correspond to the present Gez 
defile, and lay at a distance of 600 li, or approximately six days’ march. This estimate agrees 
remarkably well with the route which leads from Tashmalik, at the south-western edge of the 
Kashgar oasis, along the Gez or Yaman-yar river, and past Muztagh-Ata to the head of 
the Tagharma Valley, and which I myself followed in the opposite direction on my journey 
from Tash-kurghan to Kashgar. Ho-p'an-Co is correctly described as being situated directly to 
the west of Chu-chil-po, which is represented by the modern Karghalik ; in the north it touched 
the territory of Su-l^ or Kashgar, in the west Hti-vii or Wakhan, while to the north-west there 
adjoined the territory of P'an-han in which, with M. Chavannes, we may recognize Farghana. 

The administrative centre of the territory lay in the middle of the Ts'ung-ling or ‘ Onion 
mountains ’, which are said to encircle the whole of the kingdom This designation has been 
generally applied by the Chinese to the meridional range or ranges which buttress the Pamir 
region on the east®, and divide it from the Tarim Basin. The position of the Ho-p'an-t‘o 
capital, as here marked with reference to them, fits exactly the present Tash-kurghan. The 
river Si-to, on which the capital is stated to have stood, can, in view of Hsuan-tsang’s account 
to be noticed below, be no other than the river of Tash-kurghan. 

Of the people of Ho-p‘an-t'o the Annals record, as already stated, that their appearance The people 
and language were identical with those of the people of Yu-t'ien or Khotan. They are further 
described as strong and given to violence. Murder and brigandage were alone liable to be period. 


It deserves to be noted that Sung Yiin distinctly 
mentions the language and customs of the people of Chu-chil-po 
as closely resembling those of the Khotan people ; see 
Chavannes, Voyage de Song Yun, p. 20. Chu-chii-po 
corresponds to the present district of Karghalik, including 
the valleys towards the headwaters of the Yarkand river, in 
which the Pakhpo settlements are found ; see Chavannes, 
Turcs occtd., pp. 123 note, 31 1. 


* See his paper in J.A.S.B., 1848, vol. xvii, referred to 
by Y\Aii,J.R.A.S., 1872, ‘Notes on Hwen Thsang’s Account 
of Tokharistan,' p. 117. 

* See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 124. 

’ It will be seen below that the term Ts'ung-ling was used 
during the T'ang period as a special designation of the Sarikol 
territory itself; as to the meaning and origin of the name, 
comp. Richthofen, China, i. p. 221. 
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punished with death; for other offences compensation by fine was allowed. Taxes were paid 
in clothing materials, an observation illustrated by what a native informant, in the Report of 
the Yarkand Mission, notes of the barter carried on in Sarikol with cotton goods imported 
from the plains*. The military force of the territory was reckoned at a thousand men. Its 
ruling family is stated to have originally come from Kashgar, and to have transmitted its power 
from generation to generation. 

During the period corresponding to 435-439 a. d., under the later Wei dynasty, Ho-p'an-t*o 
is said to have first entered into relations with China. ‘In the ninth year Cheng-kuan (635) 
it sent an envoy to do homage at the Imperial court. During the period K'ai-yilan (71 3-741 a. d.) 
China conquered and pacified this kingdom ; it established there the military post of Ts'ung-ling, 
which is the extreme point under military occupation on the frontier of An-hsi’, i. e. of the 
Chinese protectorate then comprising Eastern Turkestan. M. Chavannes, in his comments on 
this notice, points out that another passage of the Tang Annals distinctly identifies tlie ' military 
post of Ts'ung-ling’ with the ancient kingdom of Chiek-p' an-t'o •, and it is under this appellation 
or simply ‘Ts'ung-ling’ that we find Sarikol repeatedly mentioned in the Chinese records translated 
by him ®. 

The earliest Chinese travellers of whose visit to Sarikol we have any record are the pilgrims 
Fa-hsien and Sung Yun. But in the case of the former our knowledge is not only exceedingly 
brief, but dependent on a conjectural identification®. Fa-hsien and his fellow-pilgrims, when 
proceeding, about 400 a. d., from Khotan towards India, reached first the kingdom of Tzu-ho ^ 

A notice of the T'ang Annals translated by M. Chavannes plainly shows Tzu-ho to be identical 
with the territory known under the T'ang as Chu-chU-po, i. e. the present district of Karghalik 
From there the pilgrims ‘went south for four days, when they found themselves among the 
Ts'ung-ling mountains, and reached the country of Yu-hwuy, where they halted and kept their 
retreat’®. The name Yii-hui ^ |g, othenvise wholly unknown, presented a puzzle until 
M. Chavannes, by a slight emendation, restored it to Yii-vio an abbreviated form of 

the name CJiiian-yii-mo under which Tash-kurghan is mentioned in the Pci shih. 

We shall have occasion to follow elsewhere the ingenious and convincing arguments by Avhich 
M. Chavannes further traces Fa-hsien’s route from Tash-kurghan to C/iick-ck'a or Kashgar, 
where he appears to have gone in order to rejoin some companions before attempting the 
passage of the Pamirs. But it may be noted that the four days’ march south of Tzu-ho or 
Karghalik to where the Ts'ung-ling mountains were entered, could well be explained on the 
assumption that Fa-hsien’s party for the journey to Tash-kurghan chose a route which first 
took them to Kok-yar, south of Karghalik, and from tliere westwards into Sarikol through 
tlie mountains adjoining the course of the Upper Yarkand river®. 

The account which the next Chinese traveller, the pilgrim Sung YUn, has left us of In's 
passage through Sarikol {519 a. d,), is less laconic. But a want of proper sequence in the 


< See Tarhand Mission p. 56 (‘ the mte is one 

sheep for thirty yards of cloth . No coin is current 

in Sarfgh Kul, everything is by barter ). 

‘ See Chavannes, Tuns cccid., p. 125 note; also the 
jTassages quoted, s. v. Ts'ung-ling, p. 3731 especially the one 
bearing on Kao Ilsicn-chih’s expedition to Gilgit, p. 152 note. 

‘ I am indebted for the first information concerning 
Fa-hsien's probable route from Khotan to the confines of India 
to M. Chavannes, who was kind enough to communicate to me, 


in a letter dated Sept. 4, 1903, the main points as discussed 
by him in a note of his forthcoming translation of Sung YUn’.* 
itinerary. [Sec now Voyage di Song Tun, p. S-t' tiote 3.J 
^ Sec Chamnnes, Tures cccid., p. 123. 

' Compare Fii-hien's Trarels, transl. Lcgge, p, ar. 

’ The route here suggested would partly coincide with 
the one discussed below in connexion with Sung VUn’s 
account of Sarikol; see note 13, p. 30. 
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details — a defect to be observed also in other portions of Sung Yiin’s narrative — formerly 
made it difficult to ascertain which of his data refer to Sarlkol itself and which to the traveller’s 
subsequent route across the Pamirs. The annotated translation of Sung Yiin’s itinerary recently 
published by M. Chavannes, enables us to recognize clearly some characteristic observations 
bearing on Sarlkol, and to trace the probable line of route 

Sung YUn, like Fa-hsien, travelled westAvards through Khotan and entered the limits of 
the kingdom of Han-p'an-t'o from the side of Chu-chii-po, which M. Chavannes 

has correctly identified with tlie modern district of Karghalik^h Going west for six days the 
traveller ascended the Ts'ung-ling mountains, in which we must recognize the ranges separating 
the valley of the Raskam Daiya from the plains about Karghalik. After three more days to the 
west he arrived at the * town of Po-yii ’ or ‘ Po-m6ng.’ Thence he ascended, in three days, 
the mountains called Pu-Jio-yi (meaning literally ‘the mountains on which it is impossible to 
find a rest’), where the cold was extreme and the snow was lying summer and winter. On 
these mountains a lake or the site of a lake was pointed out to the traveller as the former 
habitation of a poisonous Naga, who for his misdeeds had been banished through an early 
king’s magic. By difficult mountain routes he thence reached in four days the capital of the 
kingdom of Han-p'an-t'o. This territory was supposed to occupy the very summit of the Ts'ung- 
ling mountains and to be the centre of heaven and of earth. 

Sung YUn notes that its inhabitants trained the watercourses to irrigate their crops, and Sung Yun’s 
when told that the cultivators of China depended on rain alone for their produce, they would 
not credit such a storj'’. East of the city of Han-p'an-t'o was the river M6ng-chin, which fo. 

flowed to the north-east towards Su-le or Kashgar. On the high Ts'ung-ling mountains 
neither herb nor tree would grow. On their west side all rivers were flowing westwards. At 
the time of Sung Yiin's passage, in the eighth month of the Chinese year, the temperature had 
already turned cold ; the north wind was driving away the wild geese, and snow was falling 
over the whole region. 

The description of the territory which Sung Yun here gives is not as detailed as we might 
wish, but there can be no doubt that it fits accurately the central valleys of Sarlkol, as recognized 
by M. Chavannes The mention of the river flowing to the north-east, the bed of which lay 
east of the city of Han-p'an-t'o, clearly indicates for the latter the site of the present Tash- 
kurghan, described also by Hsuan-tsang. A reference to the brief description of the Tagh- 
dumbash River Valley given above will suffice to show that Sung Yiin’s observations on the 
climate and character of this mountain region, and on the system of irrigation by which parts 
of the valley are made to yield crops, are quite accurate. 

The most direct and frequented route from Karghalik to Tash-kurghan leads through the Identifica- 
mountains towards the Raskam Darya. After crossing the latter near the group of Sarlkol! 
villages known as Tong, it continues to the Kandahar (or Khandar) Pass, from which Tash- 
kurghan is reached in four marches. It appears very probable that this was the route which 
Sung Yiin followed. Not having visited the route myself, and knowing only its western portion 
from the descriptions of Dr. Hedin and Captain Deasy, I must restrict myself to pointing out 
that the position of the village group of Tong would well correspond to Sung Yiin’s ‘town of 
Po-yii (or Po-meng)’, and that the Kandahar Pass, being about 16,600 ft. above the sea and 

See Chavannes, Voyage de Song Fun, pp. 20 sqq. also below chap. iv. sec. 1. 

” See Chavannes, Turcs oca'd,, pp. 123 note, 311; “ See Chavannes, Voyage de Song Fun, -p. zi, note 
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very steep, seems to represent the Pu-k o-yi mountains as regards height, difficulty, and relative 
distance^® ' . ’ ' 

Hsiian-tsang, whose itinerary has already been referred to as our main authority concerning 
ancient Sarikol, reached the district from the opposite direction, i. e. from the west. Returning 
after his long travels in India towards his native land about the summer of 642 a. d., Hsiiam 
tsang passed through Badakhshan into the kingdom of Ta-uw-hsi-fie-ti, which undoubtedly 
corresponds to the present Wakhan^-*. In the valley of Pa-vii-lo, reached by the pilgrim after 
seven marches to the north-east, his earliest European interpreters could not fail to recoo-nize 
the Pamir region. The salient features of his description, as Lord Curzon duly notes, ‘ stand 

out as an unmistakable picture. of the Pamir country and leave a doubt only as to 

the particular valley or Pamir by Avhich the traveller crossed it Widi Lord Curzon and the 
majority of Hsiian-tsang’s commentators, I believe that there is preponderant evidence in favour 
of the route which leads through the Great Pamir and past Lake Victoria; for only in the 
latter can we find a real approach to the position and size of ‘ the great Dragon Lake’ which 
the pilgrim passed ‘in the middle of the Pa-mi-Io Valley’^®. 

Lord Curzon has observed that this identification is distinctly supported by what we are 
told of Hsuan-tsang’s immediately succeeding marches, ‘ On leaving the midst of this (Pa-mi-lo) 
valley and going south-east, along the route, there is no inhabited place. Ascending the 
mountains, traversing the side of precipices, encountering nothing but ice and snow, arid thus 
going 500 li, we arrive at the kingdom of Chieh-p'an-t'o ^ [ 1 ;^ The south-eastern 
direction, here indicated, of the further journey to Sarikol could not be accounted for if Hsiian- 
tsang was supposed to have travelled by the Little Pamir and past its lake, the Chakmaktin- 
Kul, A look at the map shotvs that a traveller proceeding from the latter towards Sarikol 
would have to follow the valley of the Ak-su for some distance to the nortli-east before he 
could reach a practicable route across the watershed range to the Tash-kurghan river. 

No such difficulty arises if we assume that Hsuan-tsang’s journey lay over the Great 
Pamir. From the latter, rivo main routes are open to the traveller whose goal is the inhabited 
centre of Sarikol. He can either make his way in a generally eastern direction to the Naiza- 
tash Pass, the descent from which, in the Shindi valley running north-east, would bring him 
straight to Tash-kurghan. Or he may direct his route first into the valley of the Ak-su river, 
where it leaves the Little Pamir, and thence reach the upper portion of the Taghdumbasli 


” The route here indicated may be conveniently traced 
in the map accompanpng Dr. Hedin’s Reiseii in Zenlral-Asic/i 
(drawn by Dr. Hassenstein) and in the 3 fap of Portions of 
Western China and Tibet explored by Captain H, H. P. Deasy, 
published by the Sur\'ey of India Department, 1900. For 
a description of the route from Tash-kurghan eastwards as 
far as Unkurluk, see Hedin, Through Asia, ii. pp. 702 sqq. 
Dr. Hedin, who took six days from Tash-kurglian to Langar, 
one of the Tong villages, describes the summit or ridge of 
the Kandahar Pass (16,610 feel) as being ‘as sharp as a 
knife ’ and experienced near it heavy snowfall on Sept. 19-20, 
1905. I am unable to refer at present to Captain Deas}-’s 
Three years in Tibet, which contains an account of the same 
mountain tract. 

I have not been able to trace any information as to the 
existence in this region of a lake corresponding to that 
mentioned by Sung Ydn. But this could scarcely surprise 


us if, as I suspect, Sung YOn's reference is really to a spot 
which no longer contained a lake but only the legendary site 
of one. The story of the Naga SuSraras, whose earlier lake 
liabitation is placed by Kashmir legend near the ancient city 
of Cakradhara, and who is believed to have subsequently 
banished himself to a distant mountain lake (Sus'ram Nag, 
ne.ar the Amamath Peak), seems to offer an exact parallel. 
The story is told by Kalhana, Pujat. i. 203-70, and has been 
discussed by mo in my notes, Rajat. i. 201-3, 267. 

'• For a critical review of all available data bearing on the 
early topography and designations of Wakhan, Itfarquart, 
Eramahr, pp. 223 sqq., should be consulted. 

“ See The Pamirs, p. 69. 

Si-jat-ki, tmnsl. Beal, ii. p. 297. 

'■ See Si-jat-ki, transl. Beal, ii. p. 298 ; transl. Julien, ii. 
p. 209. 
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Pamir by going soutlnvards, the walershccl range being crossed here by a series of passes of 
which the Payik or Bayik Pass is the most frequented and easiest’®. 

The initial portion of the route here sketched may be accomplished either by traversing 
the so-called Nicolas Range, which divides the Great and Little Pamirs, through the well-known 
depressions of the Benderski Pass (14,705 ft.) or the Urta Bel Pass (14,090 ft.) or by turning 
the eastern end of that range over the probably still lower Kizil-Rabiit Pass Whichever the 
passes crossed, the general direction of the second route is south-east. This exact accord Avith 
the definite statement of HsUan-tsang may, in view of his remarkable and often proved accuracy 
in the matter of- bearings, be considered bjf itself a sufficiently strong argument for the belief 
that the pilgrim actually followed this route. But there are other indications, too, to sup- 
port it. 

Several allusions in Hsllan-tsang’s itinerary from Badakhsh.an to Khotan, as well as statements Season of 
contained in his Lift', show that lie cfTcctcd this portion of his return journey during the 
spring and summer At this period of the year the Great Pamir route is much preferred to Pamir 
that over the Little Plirnlr or by the Wakhjir Pa.ss, inasmuch as the ascent along the Pamir 
river, coming from Victoria Lake, offers none of the difficulties to be overcome in the Ab-i- 
Panja Vallc}’, when the swelling of the stream renders the tracks in the narrow gorge between 
Sarhad and Langar almost impracticable for laden transport-’. 

Now it is noteworthy that at the same season and through the same cause, viz, the 
melting snows of the mountains, similar difilculties arise beyond tlie Naiza-tash Pass which offers 
the nearest approach to Tash-kurghan from the side of the Great Pamir. The descent from 
the pass to the open TUsh-kurghan Valley leads, for a distance of upwards of twenty miles, 
through the narrow rocky defile of the Shindi stream. This carries a very considerable 
quantity of water even early in the season, and having to be crossed and re-crossed in numerous 
places, according to the testimony of a very competent observer, renders ‘the road exceedingly 
difiicult for laden horses’-’. On the other liand, the Payik Pass, though its elevation (15,078 ft.) 
is slightly greater than that of the Naiza-tash (14,920 ft.), is entirely free from the risk of such 


Compare for these passes, Lord Curzon’s The Pamirs, 
PP* 57 - 9 -J Peporl cf Pamir Bcutidary Commission, 
pp. 41 sqq. 

” Compare for these lines of communication. Lord 
Curzon’s The Pamirs, pp. 55 sq. ; Report of Pamir Boimeiary 
Commission, pp. 17, 22. 

” In the Life (transl. Beal, p. 19G) we arc told that 
HsQan-tsang and liis fellow-travellers, after traversing other 
parts of the oldTukhura country (Tulthriristan), stopped in 
Po-lo-chang-na or Badakhshan ‘ on account of the frost and 
snow, for a month and some days'. Only after this long 
halt, which no religious or other obligations called for, did 
they march on to the Kokcha Valley or Yamgan ( Yin-po-chicn) 
and Kuran or Zebak (Ch'U-lang-na) cti route for Wakhan. 
It is thus clear that they awaited the spring in the sheltered 
central valley of Badakhshan (probably near the present 
Faizabad, see Yvt\fe,J.R.A.S., 1872, pp. 109 sq.) before setting 
out for the passage of the Pamirs. Subsequently, when the 
pilgrim, after a twenty days’ stay in Chieh-p'an-t'o or Sarlkol, 
was crossing the mountains to the north-east, probably by 
the Chichiklik route, we read of an attack by robbers, in the 
course of which ‘the elephants being driven about in 


the pursuit, were cngulphcd in the water and perished '. 
This incident, related in the Life, p. 200, clearly points to 
the time of the summer floods. The gorges passed by that 
route only then contain enough water to account for such 
a loss (comp. Gordon, Roof of the World, p. 108). 

In risUan-tsang’s own narrative we find various references 
to climatic conditions of the mounUains around Sarlkol which 
distinctly suggest personal observation during the season 
above indicated. Thus of the valley of P.a-mi-lo we are told 
that ‘the snow falls both in summer and spring-time’, while 
again in describing the passage already referred to through 
‘tlie c.astcrn chain of the Ts'ung-ling mountains’, nortli-east 
of Sarlkol, the traveller points out that ‘ even at the time of 
the great heat the wind and the snow continue ' (see Si-yu-hi, 
transl. Beal, ii. pp. 297, 303; Julien, ii. pp. 207, 2x5). 

Speaking of this gorge Col. Gordon observes {Roof of 
the World, p. 129): ‘In summer the swelling of the stream 
makes this road extremely difficult, and it is then that the 
Great Pamir route is followed in preference.’ Compare also 
I'arhand Mission Report, p. 270. 

" See Captain (now Colonel) H. Trotter’s remarks in 
Yarkand Mission Report, p. 270. 
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obstruction and, as noted by a good authority, 
easy -I’ 


‘must on the whole be classed as exceptionally 


The distance of 500 li, or approximately five marches, which the Hsi-yii-chi records for the 
journey from the midst of the Pa-mi-lo Valley to the kingdom of Chieh-p'an-t'o, agrees well 
with the route sketched above. According to the latest map of this part of the Pamir region 
prepared by the Survey of India, the journey from the eastern end of the Great Pamir by the 
Kizil-Rabat and Payik Passes to where the Payik Valley debouches into the Taghdumbash 
Pamir would cover about eighty-four miles, while a march of only some sixteen miles further 
down would bring the traveller to the village of Dafdar and the commencement of the cultivated 
part of the main Sarikol Valley. 

Past Dafdar and the approach to the Payik Pass there leads also the third alternative route 
connecting Sarikol and Wakhan, to which we had occasion to refer in the opening of this chapter. 
It ascends the whole length of the Taghdumbash Valley, and then crosses the Wakhjir Pass at 
its head to the source of the Ab-i-Panja branch of the Oxus (Fig. 7). That part of the valley which 
properly bears the designation of Taghdumbash Pamir may be said to extend from the Wakhjir 
Pass to a short distance above Dafdar, where the river makes its sharp bend to the north. 
Forming an unbroken continuation of the central valley of Sarikol, the Taghdumbash Pamir, 
with the broad grassy flat along its bottom for a distance of upwards of fifty miles, looks as if 
created by nature for a convenient thoroughfare from Sarikol to Wakhan. 

The Wakhjir Pass, close on 16,200 ft. above the sea, is, it is true, higher than either the 
Naiza-tash or the Payik Pass, and is certainly deep in snow in mid-winter. Its approaches, 
both from the east and the west, are, however, remarkably easy. Similarly, the descent in the 
Ab-i-Panja Valley to Bozai-Gumbaz, where the Little Pamir route joins in, and further down to 
Langar offers no difficulty of any kind. In accord with these observations we find it attested 
by Col, H. Trotter’s inquiries, made in 1874, that the Wakhjir Pass was in former times ‘much 
used by the Bajaori merchants who used to go from Badakhshan to Yarkand by the Taghdum- 
bash and Tung Valley roads’. Considering that for centuries past the commerce of the 
mountain region north and south of the Hindukush has to a very large extent been in the 
hands of these enterprising traders from Bajaor, the evidence recorded by Col. Trotter as to 
their usual route over the Taghdumbash Pamir possesses some historical interest 

At any period of regular trade intercourse between Sarikol and Wakhan, the Taghdumbash 
Valley route was bound to receive attention on account of a topographical fact, which deserv'cs 
brief notice. There is one feature of the Pamirs which seems to have impressed travellers of 
all ages with equal thoroughness : it is the total absence of permanent habitations and the want 
of all local resources. We can trace this feeling of utter desolation and sterility through the 
accounts of the Chinese pilgrims no less than in the records of European travellers since the 
days of Marco Polo and Goez, From the elaborate arrangements for supplies and shelter 
which were deemed necessary on every occasion when large parties of western visitors such as 
Col. Gordon’s expedition or the Pamir Boundary Commission had to cross, or to camp on, the 
Pamirs^®, we may judge of the difficulties which must always have attended the movements 
of trading caravans or military bodies across that region. 

In view of this serious obstacle in the matter of supplies, it must always have been an 
important consideration to travel, if other physical conditions permitted, by a route on which 


” See Sir Th. Holdich in Report of Pamir Boundary ° Compare, c. g., Gordon, Rof of the World, pp. f- 4 ' 

Commission, p. 41. 163 sq. 

See Yarkand J^fission Report, p, 270. 
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Sec. ii] EARLY CHINESE ACCOUNTS OF SARIKOL 

the distance over wholly uninhabited ground was reduced as much as possible. Now in this 
respect the route over the Wakhjrr Pass offers an undoubted advantage. If starting from 
Langar, the highest point in the Ab-i-Panja Valley where village remains and traces of old 
cultivation have been observed a journey of scarcely more than io6 miles would suffice to 
bring the traveller to Dafdar, and thus to the commencement of cultivated ground in the main 
Sarlkol Valley. The shortest route from the same starting-point over the Little Pamir and 
the Naiza-tash Pass to Tash-kurghan measures fully 120 miles, while on the road that leads 
from the latter place by the Great Pamir to the central part of Wakhan, some 180 miles have 
to be traversed before a permanently inhabited locality (Langar-Kisht) is reached®’'. 


Section III.— HISTORICAL SITES OF SARlKOL 

From this review of the Taghdumbash Valley route, which was needed to complete our 
survey of the old lines of communication between Sarikol and Wakhan, we may turn once more 
to Hsiian-tsang’s itinerary, and to the account it furnishes of Sarikol itself or ‘the kingdom of 
Chieh-p'an-t'o ’. Before we examine the details which possess a definite antiquarian bearing, it 
will be well to note how closely the pilgrim’s general description of the territory agrees with 
the natural features observed to this day. 

In Chieh-p'an-t'o, to which is ascribed an approximate circuit of 2,000 li, or about twenty Hsuan- 
days’ marches, ‘the mountain chains run in continuous succession, the valleys and plains are 
very contracted. There is very little rice cultivated, but beans and corn grow in abundance. Sarikol, 
Trees grow thinly, there are only few fruits and flowers. The plateaux are soppy, the hills 
are waste, the towns are deserted.’^ The account we receive of the inhabitants is in keeping 
with these stern surroundings. Their manners are described as ‘ without any rules of propriety ’, 
and very few of them gave themselves to study. ‘They are naturally uncouth. and impetuous, 
but. yet they are bold and courageous. Their appearance is common and revolting; their 
clothes are, made of woollen-stuffs.’ Notwithstanding the coarseness which Hsuan-tsang’s 
description indicates, and which the material conditions of life among a hill community thus 
placed adequately account for, the people of Chieh-p'an-t'o had received their share in the benefits 
of Buddhist religion and culture. ‘ They know how to express themselves sincerely, and they greatly 
reverence the law of Buddha.’ There were some ten convents, in which about five hundred monks 
studied ‘ the Little Vehicle according to the school of the Sarvastivadas ' ; and in regard to the 
letters in use we are told that they much resembled those of the Cfiia-sha country or Kashgar. 

Hsuan-tsang, according to the statement of his biographer Hui-li, remained in Sarikol for Traditions 
about twenty days®, and to this halt we probably owe the detailed information he gives of 
the traditions and legends attaching to the royal family and the capital of the country. The 
account recorded by him as to the origin of the former is of particular interest, for it proves 
the high antiquity which popular belief in Sarlkol then ascribed to the race of its rulers, while 
we can still trace a characteristic feature of the story in a legend actually surviving at the identical 
locality. 

See Gordon, Roof of the World, p. 129. It also * See Si-yu-ki, transl. Beal, ii. pp. 298 sq. ; Julien, ii. p. 

deserves notice that firewood, another requirement of the 209. The latter version has : ‘Lesplaines hauteset basses sont 

traveller, is plentifully found up to Langar, see ibid, and ddsertes, les villes et les villages sont [presque] inhabitds.’ 

Report of Pamir Boundary Commission, p. 16. ® See Life of H. T, transl. Beal, p. 200; Vie de Hiouen- 

^ Compare Gordon, Roof of the World, pp. 153, 163. Thsang, transl. Julien, p. 274. 
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SARiKOL AND THE ROUTE TO KASHGAR [Chap. Il 

After describing the reigning king of Chieh-pan-t'p as a man of upright character, a pious 
Buddhist, and a lover of learning, Hsuan-tsang proceeds to tell us that ‘since the establishment 
of the kingdom many successive ages have passed. The king gives himself the title C/dh-iia-i'z- 
f o-cJiii-tan-lo {Clna-deva-gotrd), meaning descendant of China and the sun-god 3 . Formerly this 
country was a desert valley in the midst of the Ts'ung-ling mountains. At this time a kin^ 
of Po-la-ssii (Persia)* took a wife from the Han country (China). She had been met by an escort 
on her progress so far as this, when the roads east and west were stopped by military operations. 
On this they placed the king’s daughter on a solitary mountain peak, very high and dangerous, 
which could only be approached by ladders, up and down ; moreover, they surrounded it with 
guards both day and night for protection. After three months the disturbances were quelled. 
Quiet being restored, they were about to resume their homeward journey, when the lady was 
found to be enceinte’.® Thereupon the king’s envoy held council with his companions how to 
meet the consequences of this disgrace. From an attendant he learned that a spirit, coming 
from the sun’s disk and mounted on horseback, every day at noon visited the princess. Afraid 
of the punishment awaiting him on return to his own country, the envoy decided to seek 
safety by remaining and gaining time. 

‘ On this he built on the top of a rocky peak a palace with its surrounding apartments “ ; 
then having erected an enclosure round the palace of some 300 paces, he located the princess 
there as chief. She established rules of government and enacted laws.’ In due time she bore 
a son possessed of extraordinary beauty and miraculous powers, who made his strength felt in 
the countries around and everywhere gained recognition for his laws. When this king died 
of old age he was buried in a stone chamber constructed in the caverns of a great mountain, 
about a hundred li to the south-east of his capital. There his body was believed to remain 
undecayed, though shrivelled up and thin, looking as if he were asleep, and worshipped with 
regular oblations. 

‘ From that time till now his descendants have ever recollected their origin ; that on their 
mother’s side they were descended from the king of Han, and on their father’s side from the ‘ 
race of the sun-god ; therefore they style themselves “ descendants of the Han and sun-god " ' 
HsUan-tsang adds the observation that the members of the royal family resembled in their 
bodily appearance the ‘people of the Middle Country’, i. e. China, but notes that the dress worn 
by them was that of barbarians. For this he evidently means to account by stating, that ‘in 
after ages these people fell under the power of barbarians ’ ®. . . 

We are unable even approximately to gauge what shreds of historical fact may be interwoven 
with the legend which Hsiian-tsang heard about the family ruling Sarikol at the time of his visit. 
But we can scarcely doubt that this legend was widespread and firmly rooted in popular belief; 
for we find an unmistakable trace of it preserved in local tradition to the present day. To 


I 

’ I take the translation of this sentence from Julien, 
whose version is evidently more accurate than that of Beal 
(see Mimoires, ii. p. 210). The simple deva, ‘god,’ in the 
transcribed Sanskrit title is amplified by the Chinese text into 
‘ sun-god '. 

< Thus Beal, Si-yil-ki, ii. p. 3 °o- Julien, in translation 
and index (ii. pp. 210, 524, resp.), spells the name Po-lt-sse 
i&. ^ij graphic variation of the second 

character, // ^ij, from the character /a in Po-la-sse, 
the usual Chinese transcription of the name *Parsa or Persia, 


is so sh'ght that there can be little doubt as to the latter 
country being intended. 

“ Julien, Mimoirts, ii. pp. 210 sq., translates ; ‘ Au bout de 
trois mois les brigands restbrent tranquilles. L'ambassadeur 
voulut alors emmener la princesse de Chine dans les dtats de 
son maitre ; mais la jeune fille se trouvait ddjii enceinte. 

' Julien, M/moires, ii. p. 212: ‘Alors il bStit, sur le 
sommet de la montagne, un palais et un h6tel. 

’’ See above note concerning this title Cina-dcoa-goira. 

* See M/moires, transl. Julien, ii. p. 213 ; Siyu-ki, transl. 
Beal, ii. p. 302. 



Sec.iii] HISTORICAL SITES OF SARlKOL 35 

the remnins of ancient stone walls perched on precipitous cliffs, which rise above the left bank 
of the Taghdumbash river some seven miles above Dafdar, there clings the story commonly 
known to Sarikolis and Kirghiz alike, that king Naushirwan, an ancient Persian ruler, had once 
placed there his daughter for safety. On account of this story the ruins bear the popular 
designation Kiz-kurghdn, meaning in Turk! ‘ the tower of the daughter (or princess) 

Owing to an unfortunate chance I did not hear of the existence of these ruins until after 
I had reached Tash-kurghan (July 7, 1900), having failed to notice them two days earlier when 
I passed the site on my march down the vallc}'. Want of time did not permit me to retrace 
my steps a distance of some fifty miles, however anxious I was to examine them personally. 
But I was at least able by repeated inquiries to make sure of their approximate position, 
and of the widely spread knowledge of the legend attaching to them. 

There can be no doubt that we have in the Kiz-kurghnn legend a genuine relic of the fuller 
tradition current in HsUan-tsang’s da3's, and consequently we arc justified in attributing historical 
significance to the place in which we find it localized. In the light of the storj' as recorded b}' 
HsUan-tsang, popular tradition could not have supposed the Kiz-kurghan ridge to have been 
the temporary place of safety selected for the Chinese princess while the road westwards was 
blocked, unless at the time when the story was current a main route in that direction passed 
up the Taghdumbash Pamir at the entrance of which the ridge rises. Kiz-kurghan, like the 
modern fortified post of Ghujak-bai (Ujad-bai of the maps), which nearly faces it on the opposite 
bank of die river, must, in fact, be passed bj' all travellers who wish to reach the Upper Oxus, 
whether by the Wakhjir or the Payik Pass. Thus the legend localized at Kiz-kurghan affords 
direct evidence that the Taghdumbash Pamir was used as a general line of communication in 
ancient times, and furdicr helps to support the assumption explained above that HsUan-tsang 
himself travelled by it on his way to Tash-kurghan. 

From the account of the J/si-yit-c/ii, alreadj' quoted, we learn that the palace in which the 
Han princess and her miraculously conceived son, the founder of the dynast}^ first established 
themselves and ruled Sarikol, was built ‘on the top of a rocky peak’. In the absence of any 
notice to the contrar}’’, we may assume that the site of this royal palace was within the capital 
of ChieIa-p'an-t‘o which HsUan-tsang visited, and of which he tells us that it ‘rests on a great 
rocky crag of the mountain, and is backed by the river ^ita’''. The position here indicated 
agrees so closely with that of the present Tiish-kurghan that the identification of the latter 
with the old capital of Chich-p'an-t'o, first proposed by Sir Henr^^ Yule, may be considered 
as certain’®. 

The modern Chinese fort of Tash-kurghan and the ruined town around it occupy part of 
a long rocky plateau or terrace which is washed along its cast foot by tlie Taghdumbash river. 
That the latter is meant by HsUan-tsang's Hsi-to, is clear from an earlier passage of the Hsi-yii-chi\ 
there this name, a transcription of the Sanskrit 6lta, is applied to the Yarkand river,, of which 
the Taghdumbash river is one of the main feeders”. HsUan-tsang’s indication is borne out 
by the account of Sung YUn, who, as already noted, also speaks of the capital of Han-p'an-t'o 
or Sarikol as having a river along its east side. Though he calls this river by a different 
name, Mfing-chin, yet he leaves no doubt as to its identity with the Taghdumbash river; for 
he mentions that it flows to the north-east in the direction of Sha-lei or Kashgar 


" See M/moires, transl. Julien, ii. p. 209 ; Si-yu-M, transl. 
Beal, ii. p. 298. 

"* See Yule, Introduction to Wood’s Journey io the sources 
of the Oxus, p. xlviii ; for a first account of my observations 


confirming this identification, see Prelim. Report, pp. ir sq. 

“ See Mimoires, transl. Julien, ii. p. 208 ; Siyu-ki, transl. 
Beal, ii. p. 298. 

See Chavannes, Voyage de Song Fun, p. 23. 


Position of 
Kiz- 
kurghan 
ruins. 


Site of 
ancient 
capital at 
Tash- 
kurghiin. 



Advantages 
of Tash- 
kurghansite. 


Walls of 

Tash- 

kurghan. 


B6 SARIKOL AND THE ROUTE TO KASHGAR [Chap. II 

In a previous section I have already explained the topographical facts which make the 
vicinity of Tash-kurghan the political centre of the Sarlkol region, and the natural meeting 
place for all the routes from the Tarim Basin to the Upper Oxus, In the fertile riverine flat 
to which the bottom of the main Sarikol valley widens out just before the river .takes its sharp 
turn to the east and enters the narrow gorge of Shindl, there is no position offering greater 
advantages for a settlement, capable of defence and yet easily accessible, than the site of 
Tash-kurghan. It occupies a narrow but well-defined plateau of conglomerate cliffs rising 
immediately above the broad bed of the river and at the extreme eastern edge of a fertile 
plain, from three to four miles broad, which spreads from the foot of the high range westwards. 
The numerous irrigation’ canals fed by the Shingun river, which comes down from the Naiza-tash 
Pass and debouches here into the valley, render this plain the most cultivated part of Sarikol. 
It is probable that the silt brought down by these canals has helped to reduce not inconsiderably 
the difference in level between the site of Tash-kurghan town and the adjoining plain. But seen 
from the wide expanse of meadow land to the east and south over which the river spreads itself 
in numerous branches, the commanding position of the plateau is fully realized; the rise of its 
steep banks to a height of about a hundred feet suffices to render the walls that crown them 
a conspicuous object from afar. 

The area enclosed by these walls, as seen in the plan (Plate X I X), may be thoroughly described 
as an irregular quadrangle, having a circumference of about one mile. It comprises the highest 
portion of the plateau, being separated from its continuations both to south and north by 
shallow depressions, in which the drainage of the plain behind finds its way towards the 
river. A small portion of this area, on the east side facing the river, is occupied by the modern 
Chinese fort visible in Fig. lo. With the exception of the portion where its high and carefully 
plastered walls of sun-dried bricks hide the earlier foundations, the edge of the plateau shows 
everywhere the remains of massive stone walls now crumbling to ruin (see Fig. 9), Only 
unhewn stones of varying size seem to have been used in their construction. Large blocks are 
to be found, particularly in the foundations; these, however, owing to the quantity of ddbris 
encumbering the slopes, are traceable only at a few points. The walls are best preserved on 
the north and west faces; elsewhere they show wide gaps, attributed to a severe earthquake 
which is said to' have occurred some thirty years before my visit. 

The interior of the circumvallated area is strewn with the crumbling remains of houses, 
found particularly thick towards the south side. These rubble-built dwellings were tenanted as 
long as the risk of raids from Hunza made it impossible for the scanty colonies of cultivators 
to live near their fields. Since peace has come to Sarikol and the present fort of Tash-kurghan 
was occupied by the Chinese, in 1892, new villages have sprung up near all the .cultivated 
places, and the stronghold has become deserted. When the earthquake of 1895 shook down 
most of the dwellings there was no need to rebuild them. 

The walls of the town had already suffered by earlier earthquakes, and from general decay, 
which continued unchecked during the disturbed conditions prevailing throughout Sarikol for 
some time previous to Yaqub Beg's rebellion, and again after its collapse^®. Rebuilt undoubtedly 
again and again after successive periods of neglect, and always of unhewn stone, the walls now 
in ruins cannot afford any distinct criterion of age. But the high mounds of debris over which 
the extant walls rise, in some places to a height of over twenty-five feet, plainly indicate that 
these fortifications mark the lines of far more ancient ones. 

" For a brief account of the state of ruin which the of Col. Gordon’s party, see Yarkand Mission Report, 
town of Tash-kurghan presented in 18^4 to members pp, 267sq. ' , 
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Local tradition in Sarlkol uniforinl}' asserts the great antiquity of Tasli-kurglian town, known 
by its old name as Vanhadch, and ascribes its foundation to Afrasiyab, the king of Turan, who 
figures so prominently in Persian epic legend The fact that I could not hear of finds of old 
coins nor of other antiquities at the site in no way discredits the traditional belief in its early 
date ; for tlie continued occupation of tlic site must have resulted in any ancient remains 
becoming deeply buried beneath accumulations of rubbish, from which the scanty rainfall of this 
region is quite insufficient to bring them again to light. Nor need we feel in doubt about the 
identity of Tash-kurgliiin with HsUan-tsang's capital of Sarlkol, on account of the discrepancy 
whicli the actual circumference of the walls shows from the measurement of twenty li, or about 
four miles, recorded by tlie Chinese pilgrim. In days of greater population and prosperity the 
area occupied by the town must have extended further, either over the lower portions of the 
plateau already referred to, or over part of the adjoining plain. 

This difference in extent renders it difficult to arriv'c at an)' definite opinion as to the 
position which die royal palace and the various structures mentioned by HsUan-tsang arc likely 
to have occupied. Wc have already seen that the palace, in which, according to .the legend 
above reproduced, the Han princess with her miraculously born son was supposed to have been 
established, is said to have had ‘an enclosure of some 300 paces’. If double paces are meant 
diis measurement would curiously accord with the circumference (about 1,300 ft.), shown by the 
present fort built within the ruined town, probably on earlier foundations. 

‘When A^oka Raja was in the world, he built in the very centre of this palace a Stupa. 
Aftenvards, when the king changed his residence to the north-cast angle of the royal precinct, 
he built in the position of this old palace, for the sake of Kumfiralabdha (T'ung-shou), a convenf 
remarkable for the height and largeness of its towers and pavilions. The statue of Buddha 
(placed in tliis convent) was of majestic appearance. The venerable Kumaralabdha was a native 
of Taksa^ila, From his childhood he showed a rare intelligence, and in early life gave up the 
world, &c.’ HsUan-tsang then records the spiritual excellences which made Kumaralabdha 
renowned as a great teacher in the north, like A 5 vagho.sha in tlie cast, Deva in the south, 
and Nagarjuna in the west. ‘ The king of this country (Chich-p‘an-t'o), therefore, having heard 
of the honourable one and his great qualities, raised an army, made his troops attack Taksa^ila 
and carried him off by force. He then built this convent and thus manifested the admiration 
with which he (Kumaralabdha) inspired him.’ 

The account here given is of interest as showing that even little Sarlkol, in its alpine 
isolation, could boast of a tradition connecting one of its convents with a great luminary of the 
Buddhist Church in India But it docs not help us to fix the position of the convent itself, 

or the old palace, the site of which it was believed to mark. I had no opportunity of visiting 
the interior of tlie Chinese fort, and I doubt whether in this great pile of solid clay and sun- 
dried brick, which the building operations of successive ages have helped to raise to a height 
of sixty to eighty feet above the ground level of the adjoining old town, tlie remains of any 
ancient structure, however imposing originally, could now be traced witliout extensive e.xcavations. 


“ Compare Yarkand Mission Report, p. 269. 

“ I follow Julien’s Uanslation, M/moires, ii. pp. 213 sq., 
which seems more exact than that of Beal, Si-j’u-ki, ii. 
p. 302. 

“ The somewhat violent procedure by which the ruler of 
Chieh-p'an-t'o is said to have possessed himself of the person 
of the great doctor curiously reminds one of the stories told 


along the Afghan frontier of (he queer methods by which 
Pathan clans made sure of retaining much-venerated ‘ Firs '. 
Compare, e.g. in Dannesteter, Leltres de I'lnde, the story of 
the saint who was murdered in order that the village which he 
had blessed with his presence while alive might more securely 
enjoy in the future the miracle-working benefit of his dead 
body. 
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Outside the fort, but within the ruined town walls, the accumulated masses of ddbris 
effectively hide whatever substructures of • ancient buildings the ground may contain. But 
beyond the north-western face of the circumvallation, and at a distance of about 150 yards, 
there rises from the level ground of the shallow nullah that here cuts through the conglo- 
merate plateau, a circular mound of manifestly artificial origin, which looks like a much-decayed 
Stupa (see Plate XIX). The present height of the mound is above 30 feet, and its diameter 
over 200 feet, which shows that the original structure must have been of considerable dimen- 
sions. The mound is composed of rough stones, with layers of mortar between them, and for 
the sake of the latter it is being dug into by the Chinese soldiers garrisoning the fort. , The 
manner of construction which these diggings reveal seems to agree closely with that observed 
in the internal structure of many an ancient Stupa built in parts of the Punjab and the Indian 
north-west frontier where stone material was readily obtainable. Yet, notwithstanding the proof 
of antiquity thus afforded, it appears to me doubtful, having regard to the absence of other 
ruined remains in the immediate vicinity, and to the situation of the mound, whether its suggested 
identification with the Stupa which tradition ascribed to A^oka would be justified 

Thus no clear indication remains of the buildings which the tradition of Hsuan-tsang’s 
days connected with the original residence of the founder of the dynasty. But of the legends 
which were told of the latter a trace survives to this day in the name Afrasiyab, given to the 
high and conspicuous mountain spur which projects into the valley east and south-east of 
Tash-kurghan. We have noted already that the present tradition of Sarlkol knows king Afrasiyab^ 
the legendary king of TQran in the Iranian epic, as the founder of Varshadeh or Tash-kurghan. 

' On the other hand, it may be remembered that the legend heard by Hsiian-tsang located 
the mysterious resting-place of the first king of Chieh-p'an-t'o in the cavern of a great mountain, 
a hundred li, or a day’s march, to the south-east of his capital. Though the legend in this form is 
no longer heard, it is evident that it accounts for the application of the name of Afrasiyab to the 
mountain spur rising in the position indicated by the pilgrim. 

In view of what has been explained above about the racial character of the Sarlkol popu- 
lation, it cannot surprise us that whatever I could learn in the way of local traditions shows 
close dependence on the legendary lore of Iran. We have already seen how the name of 
Naushlrwan, the hero of the classical Persian epic, is introduced by popular tradition into the 
ancient legend of Kiz-kurghan. Other names famous in Persian romance are associated with 
the local tradition related to me about an ancient irrigation canal, which formerly carried the 
waters of the Taghdumbash river from near Dafdar along the foot of the hills towards Tughlan- 
shahr, a large collection of hamlets opposite to Tash-kurghan. The walls supporting this canal, 
which are now breached in many places, are said to be built of hewn stones. The story goes 
that Shlrln, a lady who lived at Varshadeh, told her lover Farhad that she would accept his 
suit if he could conduct a watercourse to the fields of Tughlan-shahr large enough to sweep 
down a cow. Farhad built the canal now in ruins ; but though its current was not sufficiently 
strong to fulfil the lady’s condition, Farhad attained his object by placing the hide of a cow 
filled with straw in the water, which easily carried it down its course. 

Time did not permit me to trace the remains of this old irrigation work which, no doubt, 
enabled much of the fertile open ground, now wholly deserted, along the right river bank above 
Tughlan-shahr to be cultivated. As evidence of the large population which this tract is sup- 
posed to have once supported, I was told that a piece of ground situated between Yurgal 


’’ Sec Prelim. Report, p. ii. 
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Gumbaz and Tughlan-shahr, and known as Bazar-dasht, still retains the remains of shops built 
in rows and of sun-dried bricks, showing that the spot was once occupied by a Bazar. 

In connexion Avith the reminiscences of Persian lore just mentioned, it may be pointed 
out that the name Varshadeh, used as an old designation of Tash-kurghan by the inhabitants 
speaking Sarlkoll, also clearly bears the stamp of’ Iranian origin. 

Apart from the capital we find two more localities specified in Hsuan-tsang’s account of Sacred sites 
Sarlkol. One of these, ‘ a great rocky scarp ’ with two rock chambers, in each of which an 
Arhat was shoAvn plunged in complete ecstasy, yet with his body undecayed in spite of long tsang. 
centuries, cannot be identified. It is described as situated some 300 li to the south-east of 
the city, and may, therefore, be looked for among the high ranges which are drained by the 
Vacha river, the nearest affluent of the Tash-kurghan river from the south-east. 

The other locality was a hospice for travellers, or Punya&ala^ which the pilgrim reached 
after leaving the capital toAvards the north-east and marching for 200 li across mountains and 
along precipices^®. It is described as being situated in ‘a space comprising some hundred 
cJiiiig (thousand Chinese acres), in the midst' of the four mountains belonging to the eastern 
chain of the Ts'ung-ling mountains’. ‘In this, both during summer and winter, there fall doAvn 
piles of snow ; the cold Avinds and icy storms rage. The ground, impregnated with salt, produces 
no crops, there are no trees, and nothing but scrubby underwood. Even at the time of the 
great heat the Avind and the snoAV continue. Scarcely have travellers entered this region when 
they find themselves surrounded by vapour from the snow Merchant caravans, in coming and 
going, suffer severely in these difficult and dangerous spots.’ 

Hsiian-tsang then relates ‘ an old story ’ hoAV once a great troop of merchants, with thousands 
of folloAvers and camels, perished here by wind and snow. An Arhat of Chieh-p'an-t'o, having 
failed to rescue them in time, collected all the precious objects left behind by the caravan 
and constructed a house, in which he accumulated ample stores. He also bought land in the 
neighbouring territories, and Avith its proceeds provided houses in the bordering toAvns for the 
accommodation of travellers. 

Taking into account the direction of the pilgrim’s route after leaving Tash-kurghan and the Chichiklik 
distance indicated, it is clear that the position of the hospice must be identified Avith the Chichiklik 
plateau, a broad elevated valley, which the main route from Sarikol towards Kashgar and Yarkand 
crosses at a distance of tAvo marches from Tash-kurghan. Chichiklik is the point which all 
travellers in the above direction must traverse by whatever passes (Yangi-Dawan, Yambulak, 
or Chichiklik-Dawan) they may surmount the second of the great mountain ranges which radiate 
southwards from Muztagh-Ata. A reference to the detailed account of this much-frequented 
route given by Sir D. Forsyth’s Mission or to Lord Curzon’s Map of the Pamirs, will illustrate 
this remark. 

The important position of Chichiklik, as the natural halting-place between the passes leading 
over the first and second of those ranges, and its high elevation, explain the provision of a hospice 
at this point. Though I have not been able to trace any exact observation as to the height of 
Chichiklik, it may safely be concluded from Colonel Trotter’s. description and the elevations 
ascertained for the passes by which it is approached on either side (Kok-moinak Pass, 15,670 feet, 
to south-west, and the almost imperceptible watershed to the north-east, 14,480 feet)®h that the 
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See Julien, Memoir es, ii. p. 215; Beal, Si-yu-ki, 
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Julien has ‘ au milieu des vapeurs et des nuages 
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“ Compare Yarkand Mission Report, pp. 267, 433. 
See Yarkand Mission Report, pp. 267, 357 sq. 
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Chichiklik plain cannot be less than 14,000 feet above the sea. Whatever the exact equivalent 
of Hsuan-tsang's measurement of a hundred cJiiiig may be, it is clear that the reference is to 
an open level space; and as such spaces are rare indeed along the route leading from Sarikol 
through the mountains north-eastward, we can understand why this feature of Chichiklik, a plain 
about miles in diameter, should have found special mention in the pilgrim’s narrative. 

Whether the remains of a large Sarai such as Hsuan-tsang’s narrative seems to imply can 
still be traced at Chichiklik, I must leave for investigation by some future visitor to the spot. 
But the substantial truth of the description he gives of the forbidding nature of this high 
plateau, and of the hardships there suffered by travellers, is strikingly brought home to us by 
what we read of the experiences of a pious traveller, who followed his track across Chichiklik 
nearly a thousand years later. 

Benedict Goez, the lay Jesuit, whom missionary zeal sent, in 1603, from the court of Akbar 
in search of fabled Cathay, travelled like Hsiian-tsang from India to the Upper Oxus by way 
of Kabul and Badakhshan. The record of the journey, compiled after Goez’ death from his 
notebook, is very scanty, and leaves us in doubt as to the route by which he crossed the 
Pamirs. But we can clearly trace his steps to Tash-kurghan, when we read how, after a twenty 
days’ journey through desolate high mountains, he and the large ‘ Kafila ’ of merchants to which 
he had attached himself, ‘reached the province of Sarcil (Sarikol), where they found a number 
of hamlets near together. They halted there two days to rest the horses, and then in two 
days more they reached the foot of the mountain called Ciecialith (Chichiklik). It was covered 
deep with snow, and during the ascent many were frozen to death, and our brother himself 
barely escaped, for they were altogether six days in the snow here. At last they reached 
Tanghetar (Tangitar), a place belonging to the kingdom of Cascar (Kashgar). ... In fifteen 
days more they reached the town of Yakonich (Yaka-arik). . . . After five days more our Benedict 
reached the capital which is called Hiarchan (Yarkand)’ ^2. 

The several stages of the itinerary here given have long ago been correctly identified by 
Sir Henry Yule ; and laconic as Goez’ record is, it amply shows that the dread of the Chichiklik 
plateau as reflected in Hsuan-tsang’s story was by no means unfounded. 


Section IV.— FROM SARIKOL TO KASHGAR 


Route fol- 
lowed to 
Kiishgar, 


On leaving Tash-kurghan (July 10, 1900), my steps, like those of Hsiian-tsang, were directed 
towards Kashgar. But the route which I followed, between the eastern buttresses of the Pamirs 
and the great Muztagh-Ata range, was chosen mainly for its geographical interest. Leading 
through elevated alpine valleys, and further down through the narrow and terribly barren gorge 
of the Yaman-yar river, regions which could never have supported permanent settlements of an)"^ 
size, it was not likely to offer scope for antiquarian observations. In chapters v-vii of my Personal 
Narrative I have given a detailed description of this route, which took me past Muztagh- 
Ata to Lake Little Kara-kul, and then round the foot of the great glacier-crowned range 
northward into the Gez defile, finally debouching at Tashmalik into the open plain of Kashgar. 
Though scarcely more difficult than the usual route over the Chichiklik Pass and by Yangi- 


~ See Sir H. Yule’s translation of Trigault’s De ChrisUana 
expcdilione apitd Sinas, embodying GoGz’ notes as put together 
by Ricci, in Calhqy, ii. p. 562. ‘ Yahonich,’ which Sir H. Yule 


could not identify, manifestly contains the misspelt name of 
the large rillagc Yaka-arik, south-west of Yarkand, passed 
on the route from Chichiklik. 
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Hisar, it is certainly longer and leads for a considerably greater distance over ground which 
is devoid of cultivation or permanent habitations b 

It is the latter fact which makes me believe that Professor H. Cordier was right in tracing Marco 
by this very route Marco Polo’s itinerary from the central Pamirs to Kashgar. The Venetian 
traveller, coming from Wakhan, reached after three days a great lake which may be either Lake Kashgar. 
Victoria or Lake Chakmak, at a ‘height that is said to be the highest place in the world’. He 
then describes faithfully enough the desert plain called ‘Pamier’, which he makes extend for the 
distance of a twelve days’ ride, and next tells us : ‘ Now if we go on with our journey towards 
the east-north-east, we travel a good forty days, continually passing over mountains and hills, 
or through valleys, and crossing many rivers and tracts of wilderness. And in all this way you 
find neither habitation of man, nor any green thing, but must carry with you whatever you 
require 

This reference to continuous ‘tracts of wilderness’ shows clearly that, for one reason or another, 

Marco Polo did not pass through the cultivated valleys of Tash-kurghan or Tagharma, as he 
would necessarily have done if his route to Kashgar, the region he next describes, had lain 
over the Chichiklik Pass. We must assume that, after visiting either the Great or Little Pamir, he 
travelled down the Ak-su river for some distance, and then crossing the watershed eastwards 
by one of the numerous passes struck the route which leads past Muztagh-Ata and on towards 
the Gez Defile. In the brief supplementary notes contributed to Professor Cordier’s critical 
analysis of this portion of Marco Polo’s itinerary, I have pointed out how thoroughly the great 
Venetian’s description of the forty days’ journey to the E.N.E, of the Pamir Lake can be 
appreciated by any one who has passed through the Pamir region and followed the valleys 
stretching round the Muztagh-Ata range on the west and norths After leaving Tash-kurghan 
and Tagharma there is no local produce to be obtained until the oasis of Tashmalik is reached. 

In the narrow valley of the Yaman-yar river, forming the Gez Defile, there is scarcely any 
grazing ; its appearance down to its opening into the plain is, in fact, far more desolate than that 
of the elevated Pamir regions. 

In the absence of any data as to the manner and season in which Marco Polo’s party Length of 
travelled, it would serve no useful purpose to hazard explanations as to why he should assign 
a duration of forty days to a journey which for a properly equipped traveller need not take 
more than fifteen or sixteen days, even when the summer floods close the passage through 
the lower Gez Defile, and render it necessary to follow the circuitous track over the Tokuz- 
Dawan or ‘Nine Passes’. But it is certainly worth mention that Benedict Goez, too, speaks 
of the desert of ‘ Pamech ’ (Pamir) as taking forty days to cross if the snow was extensive. 


' The total distance from Tash-kurghan to Kashgar 
(Old Town) by Chichiklik and Yangi-Hisar is reckoned by 
Col. Trotter at i68 miles. Cultivated ground is reached after 
a march of about in miles at the large village of Ighizyar (com- 
pare Yarkand Mission Report, pp. 432 sq.). The length of the 
route Tash-kurghan-Little Kara-kul-Gez Defile-Kashgar is 
estimated by me on the basis of my notes and our survey at 
about rpo miles, if the direct track in the bed of the lower 
Yaman-yar river is followed. When the summer floods 
render this passage impracticable, as at the time of my 
journey, the trying and devious track over the Tokuz-Dawan 
(‘Nine Passes’) must be taken, adding about forty-six miles 
to the total length.- There is practically no cultivation to be 


found until we arrive at Tashmalik, about forty miles’ distance 
from Kashgar by the nearest route. Notwithstanding its 
greater length, the Gez-Kara-kul route is held to be preferable 
in the winter season ; for the Ulugh-Rabat Pass, only a little 
over 14,000 feet in height, is then apparently far less for- 
midable an obstacle than the Chichiklik Pass, and an easy 
descent in the Gez Defile is also assured at that season. But 
owing to the difiiculties about supplies, only small parties ever 
frequent it. 

“ See Yule, il/arco Polo, i. pp. 171 sq., with Prof H. 
Cordier’s notes, ibid., i. pp. 175, 182. 

* Compare Yule, Marco Polo, ii. pp. 593 sq. 
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Hsiian- 
tsang’s 
notice of 
Wu-sha. 


Identifica- 
tion of 
Wtt-sha. 


an accord already noted by Sir H. Yule'*. It is also instructive to refer once more to the 
personal experience of the missionary traveller on the alternative route by the Chichiklik Pass. 
According to the record quoted above, he appears to have spent not less than twenty-eight 
days in the journey from the hamlets of ‘Sarcil’ (Sarikol, i. e. Tash-kurghan) to ‘Hiarchan’ 
(Yarkand) — a distance of some i88 miles, now reckoned at ten days’ march ^ 

Reference has already been made to the fact that the usual route from Sarikol to Kashgar 
leads over the Chichiklik Pass and thence by Yangi-Hisar ; I believe we can show that Hsiian- 
tsang, too, followed this route. In our previous analysis of the pilgrim’s itinerary we traced 
his steps as far as the Chichiklik plateau, which he correctly places at 200 li, or two daily marches, 
from the capital of Sarikol. The record of the Hsi-yil-chi next tells us that the pilgrim ‘going 
east from this (the locality of Chichiklik) descended from the eastern chain of the Ts'ung-ling 
mountains, passed dangerous defiles, traversed deep valleys, and followed paths full of precipitous 
places. Attacked in turn by wind and snow, he travelled 800 li or so, emerged from the Ts'ung- 
ling mountains and arrived in the kingdom of Wu-sha ’ 

This territory is described as being about 1,000 li (or ten days’ journey) in circuit, and 
bordering on the south on the river Hsi-to (^Ita or Yarkand river). The chief town, the position 
of which is left undefined, must have been a comparatively small place, as its circumference 
is estimated at only ten li, or about two miles. ‘ The soil is rich and productive ; it is regularly 
cultivated and jdelds abundant harvests. The trees of the forests spread their foliage afar, and 
flowers and fruits abound. The country produces jade of different sorts in great quantities ; 
white jade, black, and green. The climate is soft and agreeable ; the winds and rain follo'^v in 
their season ; the manners of the people are not much in keeping with the principles of politeness. 
The men are naturally hard and uncivilized; they are greatly given to falsehood, and few of 
them have any feeling of shame. Their language and writing are nearly the same (Julien : 
ressembleiit un pmt) as those of CJiia-sha (Kashgar). Their personal appearance is low and 
repulsive. Their clothes are made of skins and -woollen stuffs. However, they have a firm faitli 
in the law of Buddha and greatly honour him. There are some ten convents, witli somewhat 
less than 1,000 priests. They study the Little Vehicle according to tlie school of the Sarvas- 
tivadins. For some centuries the royal line has been extinct. They have no ruler of their owni 
but are in dependence on the country of Chieh-p'an-t'o (Sarikol) 

The topographical data wliich this description of Wu-sha contains are meagre, and we cannot 
supplement them from the Chinese historical records of the T ang period ; for , owing probably 
to its long-continued subjection to Chieh-p'an-t'o, or Sarikol, the territory of Wu-sha does not 
appear to be separately named in them Fortunately a comparison of the map Avith the little 


* Sir H. Yule’s note on a letter of Gofe'z, Cathay, ii. 
pp. 563 sq.; Lord Curzon’s The Pamirs, p. 73. 

‘ Compare above, p. 40; Yarkand Mission Report, 
PP- 433 sqq. 

® I have followed above Julien’s translation. M/moires, 
ii. p. 216, which appears more accurate. Beal gives the 
direction as north-east, makes the pilgrim descend the 
Ts'ung-ling mountains eastward, and states the length of 
the whole journey as 100 li, which is manifestly an error; 
see Si-yu-ki, ii. p. 304. 

^ Compare Beal, Si-yu-ki, ii. pp. 304 sq.; Julien,i)///7;wr«, 
ii. pp. 216 sq. 

® A note of liL Chavannes, in his lucid translation and 
analysis of the records of Sung Ytln's travels (Voyage de Song 


Yun, p. 20, note 3) permits us, perhaps, to trace the name 
Wu-sha (spelt by lil. Chav.annes Wou-cha) in a 

more extended application. Discussing the various Chinese 
designations for Sarikol (Sung Yiin’s Han-p'an-t'o), he quotes 
there the following notice from the Pei shih, a text published 
644 A.n. : ‘Leroyaume de K'iuan-}-u-mo est fancien royaume 
de Wou-tch'a Lc roi rdside dans la vilic dc 

Wou-tch'a. (Ce pays) est au sud-ouest de Si-kiu-pan (Kar- 
ghalik) et est i 12,970 li de Tai (prbs de Ta-t'ong-fou, prov. 
de Chan-si).’ 

By comparing another notice of the Pei shih, which 
describes the kingdom of K'o-p'an-t'o in the same relative 
position, lil. Chavannes comes to the veiy justifiable conclu- 
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that HsUan-tsang tells us suffices to fix the limits of Wu-sha with fair accuracy®. We saw that 
the river Hsi-to, i. e. the Zarafshan or Yarkand river, formed its southern border. From a 
subsequent notice we learn that on tlie north it was adjoined by the kingdom of CJiia-sha or 
Kashgar, which the pilgrim reached from Wu-sha after a march of 500 li northward across 
stony hills and desert plains. Witliin the limits thus indicated, the map shows us a narrow belt 
of cultivable ground, extending in detached oases between the foot of the spurs which descend 
from Muztagh-Ata and the westernmost portion of the great sandy desert. In the extreme 
south-east of this area we find the great Yarkand oasis, while the fertile tract of Yangi-Hisar, 
next in importance and size, marks the north-western end of this belt 

The region of the present Yarkand, situated at the point where the greatest river of Yarkand 
Eastern Turkestan debouches from the mountains, must at all times have enjoyed exceptional 
advantages in the matter of irrigation. It ma}' consequently be assumed to have been in 
HsUan-tsang’s days, as it is now, the most populous and fertile portion of the territory above 
defined. Yet it is difficult to believe that Yarkand possessed in ancient days the political 
importance which it has claimed during recent centuries, especially during periods of Muham- 
madan rule. The Chinese records, which permit us to trace from the times of the Han 
dynasty onwards the fortunes of Kashgar, Karghalik, and Khotan as separate and fairly 
powerful states, do not know Yarkand as the centre of a distinct territory. Mirza Haidar, 
whose history of his race, tlie Tdrtkh-i-RasIndl, is by far our best Muhammadan authority on 
Eastern Turkestan, distinctly tells us tliat in the days of his ancestors ‘Yarkand was a com- 
panion city to Yangi-Hisar’. It was his uncle Mirza Aba Bakr who first made Yarkand his 
capital, and turned it into what it has since remained, the largest and probably ricliest of the 
‘Six Cities’ of Turkestan”. 

In view of tliese facts we cannot feel certain about the identification of the chief town of 
Wu-sha with Yarkand, tempting as it would otherwise appear. The distance to Ch'ia-sha, 
which Hsiian-tsang puts at 500 11 , or five days’ march, and which, after his usual practice, 
may be taken as the distance from capital to capital, would well agree with the five (rather 
long) marches ordinarily reckoned nowadays between Yarkand and Kashgar”, Less so the 
direction, which is actually north-west instead of being north, as recorded by the pilgrim. 

It is the direction of march here indicated, as well as the relatively short distance recorded HsOan- 
between the Chichiklik plateau and the confines of Wu-sha, which make me believe that 
Hsiian-tsang followed the direct route towards Kashgar, via Chihil-Gumbaz, Ighizyar, Yangi- 


sion that K'iuan-jTi-mo (Ch'lian-yti-mo) and K'o-p'an-l'o are 
both designations of the identical territory of Sarikol or 
Tash-kurghan, an opinion already expressed by a Chinese 
commentator. The close similarity between the names 
Wou-tch'a (Wu-ch'a) of the Pei shih and Wou-cha (Wu- 
sha) of Hsiian-tsang (Beal : U-sha) is incidentally noted by 
M. Chavannes. May we not reasonably account for it by 
the assumption that the name variously spelt Wu-sha and 
Wu-ch'a properly applied to the territory described by 
Hsiian-tsang, but was at one period extended also to Sarikol, 
with which the former was politically connected during 
centuries? 

® V. de Saint -Martin showed just perception for the bearing 
of the topographical evidence when, in M^moire analy/ique, 
p. 427, he proposed to locate Wu-sha at the present Yangi- 
Hisar (called by him Inggachar, after the nomenclature of the 


modem Chinese sources used by Timkowski and Klaproth ; 
comp. Ritter, Asien, v. pp. 400, 417). The identification 
was too narrow, but as close as the cartographical materials 
available in 1858 would permit. 

On the other hand, the identification with ‘Och-Takht 
Soleyman ’, i. e. with Osh in Farghana (I), which Julien’s 
translation suggests, and which Beal has thought fit to 
reproduce {Jlf/moires, ii. p. 216; Si-yu-kt, ii. p. 304), shows 
curious disregard for plain geographical facts, and rests on 
nothing but a deceptive similarity of sound. 

See Tarxkh-i-Rashidi, p. 296. Regarding Yarkand, 
comp, below, chap. v. sec. i. 

" Compare Yarkand Mission Report, p. 430, which puts 
the total distance from Yarkand to the ‘ Old City ’ of Kashgar 
at 120 miles. 
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Hisar, and perhaps did not personally visit the chief town of tlie territory , through which this 
route took him. From Ighizyar, a large village where the main route from Sarikol towards 
Kashgar first touches the area of permanent settlements, Kashgar is reached by going almost 
due north. The same general direction is followed also on the two preceding marches, which 
lead through the outer hills. As to the distance, it deserves to be noted that the 800 li, or 
eight marches, recorded by HsUan-tsang for the difficult passage ‘through’ dangerous defiles 
and deep valleys’ (in the course of which a serious mishap befell his caravan), would agree 
far better with the seven ordinary stages reckoned between Chichiklik and Ighizyar, approxi- 
mately aggregating seventy-eight miles, than with the equally difficult but far longer route towards 
Yarkand. This branches off from the Tash-kurghan— Kashgar route at Chihil-Gumbaz, three 
marches beyond Chichiklik, and does not reach permanently inhabited ground until Yaka-arik, 
at a distance of about 119 miles from Chichiklik 

After leaving Ighizyar the traveller towards Kashgar passes for a considerable distance 
over barren stony slopes and low broken hills before reaching Yangi-Hisar, while the first 
march beyond takes him over a good deal of sandy desert. Thus Hsuan-tsangs description 
of the road from Wu-sha to Ch'ia-sha would agree with the actual scenery on this part of the 
route. 

In the general description which HsUan-tsang gives of the products, climate, &c., of 
Wu-sha, the reference to the jade found there alone calls for notice. I am unable at present 
to adduce exact evidence as to jade-mining within the limits to which I believe the territory of 
Wu-sha to have extended. But it must not be supposed that the find-places of this much-prized 
stone are limited in Turkestan to the Khotan region, which has become chiefly famous for it. 
Modern Chinese accounts of 'the New Dominion’, according to a communication .kindly made 
to me by Dr. Bushell, distinctly mention jade-mining operations in the mountains near the 
Yarkand river, and it remains to be seen whether some of the- places meant are not situated 
to the north of the river, within the region of the ancient Wu-sha. The only notice of this 
kind at present accessible to me, in the form of an extract from the -ffsz yii wen chien bt given 
by Ritter, mentions such a locality, ‘Mirdschai,’ at a distance of 230 li from Yarkand; but 
I am unable to trace its position In any case, it is well to remember that, according to 
the testimony of a most competent geologist, ‘ there is no reason to doubt the existence of 
jade along the whole of the Kun-lun range, as far as the mica and hornblendic schists 
extend.’ 

Legend of a ^ pious legend, which HsUan-tsang relates at some length in connexion with Wu-sha, 

Arhlr^'^^ offers special interest; for if I am right in tracing the locality to which it clung, it affords 
fresh evidence of the tenacity with which popular tradition and worship in Turkestan, as else- 
where in the East, survive all religious and ethnical changes. 


According to Hui-li’s ‘ Life ’, Hsuan-tsang’s party was 
attacked by robbers . on the fifth day after the start from 
Chieh-p'an-t'o. The merchants in his company bolted up 
the mountain slopes, and several elephants fell into a stream 
and perished; comp. Vie de H.-T., pp. 274 sq. After the 
robbers had left, HsUan-tsang is said to have advanced 
slowly along tvith the merchants. The mention of the 
loss of the elephants in a stream, as well as the date 
given, points to the adventure having happened in the 
narrow defile of the Tangitar stream, along . which , most 
of the route lies between the Chichiklik and Pas-Robat 


Passes; comp. Yarkand Mission Report, pp. 266 sqq. For 
the relative distances, comp, ibid., pp. 432 sqq. 

“ See Ritter, Asien, v. pp. 381 sq., after Timkowski's 
translation from the edition of 1776. [Since the above 
remarks were written I have learned from my former servant 
Muhammadju, a Yarkandl, that jade pebbles are regularly 
‘ fished ’ out of the Yarkand river bed in flood times near 
the village of Kozumal, situated between Yarkand and 
Yaka-arik.] 

** Compare Yarkand Mission Report, p. 466, 




MUZTAGH-ATA PEAK, SEEN FROM LAKE LITTLE KARA-KUL. 
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‘Two hundred li, or so, to the west of the city [of Wu-sha],’ thus the Hsi-yil-chi tells us^'’, 
‘there is a great mountain. This mountain is covered with brooding vapours which hang like 
clouds above the rocks. The crags rise one above another, and seem as if about to fall 
where they are suspended. On the mountain top there rises a Stupa of a wonderful and 
mysterious construction. This is the old storj'^ : many centuries ago this mountain suddenly 
opened; in the middle was seen a Bhikshu, with closed eyes, sitting; his body was of gigantic 
stature, and his form dried up ; his hair descended low on his shoulders and enshrouded his face.’ 

Hsuan-tsang goes on to relate how a hunter once caught sight of the Arhat and told the 
king, who came in person to see him and pay him worship. A monk of his following explained 
that it was an Arhat absorbed in that complete ecstasy which produces extinction of the mind, 
and indicated the means by which he might be safely roused from his trance. When these 
had been applied, the Saint, ‘looking down on them from on high for a long time,’ inquired 
about Ka^yapa, his master, and about Sakyamuni Tathagata. On hearing that they had both 
long ago attained their Nirvana, he remained for a long time with his head bowed. Then he 
rose in the air and miraculously created a fire which consumed his body. His burned bones, 
which fell to the ground, were collected by tlie king, who raised a Stupa over them. 

No one who has passed some time within sight of the great Muztagh-Ata Peak, and has 
witnessed' the superstitious awe with which its majestic ice-dome is regarded by the Kirghiz 
in all the valleys around, could fail to be reminded by Hshan-tsang’s story of the legends 
which cluster around that ‘ Father of ice-mountains ’. According to the simplest form of the 
legend, which I myself heard from the Kirghiz with whom I came into contact during my 
brief surveying excursions around Muztagh-Ata, a hoary ‘ Pir ’ resides on the glacier-crowned 
and wholly inaccessible summit. Long, long ago, the eyes of adventurous hunters beheld him. 
Other Kirghiz legends, which Dr. Hedin heard during his prolonged stay in the same region, 
in 1894-5, represent the sacred mountain as ‘one gigantic Mazar or burial-mound of saints’, in 
which dwell among others the souls of Moses and Ali, &c, Stories of mysterious help 
rendered by these sacred dwellers of Muztagh-Ata are interwoven with what popular tradition 
remembers of the struggle between the Khwajas of Kashgar and the Chinese which found its 
tragic conclusion on the Pamirs (1759 a, d.). On the top of Muztagh-Ata Kirghiz belief places 
an ancient city, whose inhabitants live on for ever in enjoyment of unblemished happiness, &c. 

■ The great height of Muztagh-Ata (24,321 feet according to the latest triangulation), and 
the dominating position it occupies, make its glittering dome visible far away in the plains 
about Yarkand and along the road towards Yangi-Hisar whenever the dust-haze peculiar 
to the air of the plains clears away sufficiently. It is true that such occasions are rare, but 
this, perhaps, renders the vista of the distant icy peak all the more impressive to the imagination. 
Its direction as seen from Yarkand is almost due west — the same direction which Hsuan-tsang 
indicates for the great peak with its mysterious Stupa in relation to the chief town of Wu-sha. 
The distance recorded by him, ‘ 200 li or so ’, is, indeed, beyond all proportion too small, seeing 
that in a direct line no less than 118 miles separate Muztagh-Ata from Yarkand, or 65 miles 
from Yangi-Hisar. But it must be remembered that neither Hsuan-tsang’s narrative nor his 
‘ Life ' indicates a personal visit to the chief town of Wu-sha or an actual sight of the StOpa 
mountain. If the pilgrim heard the legend en rouie^ while moving through the mountains 
relatively near to Muztagh-Ata, so serious an underestimate of the distance would be less 
surprising. 

“ Compare Si-yu-ki, transl. Beal, ii. p. 305; M/mo:res, See Hedin, Through Asia, pp. 218 sqq. 

ii. pp. 217 sqq. Compare Yarkand Mission Report, p. 286. 
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Whatever opinion may be held on this point, it is certain that the remarkable shape of 
the huge dome of ice rising above all other mountains must have vividly suggested to Buddhist 
eyes the idea of a gigantic Stupa. This striking form, which even more than its height 
distinguishes Muztagh-Ata from all ice-crowned peaks of the Pamirs, is illustrated by the 
photographs I took of its west and north faces from the Shamalda ridge (Fig. ii) and Lake Little 
Kara-kul (Fig. 12). But it is even more notable when this mighty mountain mass is seen from 
a greater distance, as when I first sighted its glittering dome on my way to Tash-kurghan, some 
fifty miles away as the crow flies It is to be hoped that a telephotographic view taken 
by some future traveller may yet do full justice to this aspect of the ‘ Father of ice-mountains’. 

The worship of natural objects bearing resemblance to the traditional form of Stflpas came 
as readily to Buddhists as that of svayamblm or ‘ self-created ’ images to Hindus of all periods 
In the latter case it may be noted that the origin of the peculiarly shaped rocks, peaks, &c. 
thus worshipped, is invariably traced back to some miraculous event or similar extraordinary 
occasion. It seems probable that we have to interpret in this sense the feature of the Buddhist 
legend, which connected the creation of ‘a Stupa of a wonderful and mysterious character’ witli 
the miracle Avitnessed by an ancient king. 

“ See Ruins of Khotan, pp. 68 sq. references see the index of my Rajai. translation, s. v. 

” Compare, regarding the worship of ‘ Svayambhu’inaages, svqyamhhu. 

&c., in Kashmir, my note on Rajal. ii. 136; for other 
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HISTORICAL NOTICES OF KASHGAR 

Section I. — THE OLD NAMES OF KASHGAR 


Kashgar, 'which I reached on Jul}' 29, 1900, after emerging from the difficult Gez Defile Stay at 
at the fertile oasis of Tashmalikh detained me longer than any other single place in Chinese 
Turkestan, hly prolonged stay, extending over fully five weeks, was mainly accounted for by 
tlie numerous practical tasks whicli demanded attention before I could set out for the proper 
goal of my explorations. In chapter viir. of my Personal Narrative I have described tliese 
preparations in some detail, and explained the important bearing they had upon the success 
of m}"^ subsequent work. It will, therefore, suffice to state here that they included the careful 
organization of the caravan required for my travels about Khotan and in the desert, as well 
as the divers steps needed to familiarize the Chinese officials with the purpose of my intended 
explorations and to secure their goodwill. In all these preparations the experienced advice and 
personal help of m3’ friend Mr. G. I\Iacartnev, c.i.e., the Indian Government's political repre- 
sentative at Kashgar, was of the utmost value to me. 

During my stay I did not fail to examine closely whatever ancient remains of the pre- 
Muhammadan period survive at and about Kashgar. Unfortunately such remains are out of all 
proportion scant)^ compared with the antiquit}’ of the site and the historical importance of the 
territory of which Kashgar has been the capital during successive ages. This importance makes 
it desirable to sufve}’ the accessible records bearing on the kingdom and city previous to the 
Muhammadan conquest before I proceed to an account of extant archaeological remains. The 
fact that these records are almost exclusively Chinese, and in consequence accessible to me 
onl}' from secondary sources, will excuse the limitations of this survey as regards both com- 
pleteness and accuracy of detail. 

Though Kashgar has been known to the Chinese under varying names during successive Chinese 
periods, 3'et the identity of the locality to which these names apply has never been a matter 
of doubt. We may see in this fact a proof of the continuity of Chinese historical knowledge 


* This is the present, and, so far as I can judge, the 
correct pronunciation of the local name, such as I invariably 
heard it in the course of repealed inquiries both on the spot 
and at Kashgar. The form Tashhalik or Tashltdak figures 
apparently in all modern maps, though the records of the 
surveys of the Jesuit Fathers (Espinha, D’Arocha, Hallerstein) 
whom the Emperor Ch'ien-lung sent to Chinese Turkestan 
after its conquest in 1759 a.d,, as reproduced by De Mailla 
{Histoire gMrah de la Chine, 1777-81, xi. p. 575; comp, 
Ritter, Asien, v, p. 418) had furnished the correct form. 
Tashlalyk is found also in Dr. Hassenstein’s excellent map 
accompanying Dr. Hedin’s Reisen in Zentral-Asien, though 
the text (see p. 366) shows the correct Taschmalik or 


Taschmelik, as already recorded in J'arkand Mission Report, 
p. 38. It appears to me very probable that Tashbalik and 
Tashbulak arc distortions due to a kind of ‘ popular etymo- 
logy’ which endeavoured to find the Turk! word balik ‘fish’ 
or bulak ‘ spring’ asa component part of the local name not 
readily explicable othenvise. 

The name, of Kashgar itself is spelt variously as 

Muhammadan works, and modern TurkI 
pronunciation and spelling similarly vary. I have adopted the 
form Kashgar as representing a pronunciation now commonly 
heard throughout Eastern Turkestan and coming nearest to 
the quasi-official spelling Kashgar used in Indian and 
Russian publications; comp. p. 48, note 8. 
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concerning Kashgar. From the time of the Former Han D3masty, when the states of Central 
Asia were first opened up to the political influence of China, down to the Tang period the 
region of the present Kashgar was generally known by the name of ^ fff, read Stt-ic or 
SIm-li (according to Wade’s transcription) = The name Sha-l§ ^ is given to Kashgar in 
the accounts of the journeys of the pilgrims Sung Ylin, Kumarajiva (circa 400 a.d.), Fa-yung 
(420 A.D.), Dharmagupta (circa 593-595 a.d.) and Wu-k'ung; the latter’s itinerary distinctly 
records the identical application of Sha-l& and Sic-le^. 

In Hsuan-tsang’s and in a passage of the T'ang Annals evidently reproduced from it, 

we meet with the name Oiia-sha (transcribed ICia-cka by Julien, ICiu-cha by M. Chavannes, 

and ICa-s/ia by Dr. Franke), in which it is impossible to mistake the phonetic rendering of some 
form connected with the present Kashgar ^ The name of the town Chia-shik^ transcribed 
Kia-che by M. Chavannes and ICa-shih by Dr. Franke, which the same passage of the T'ang 
Annals refers to as the residence of the king of Kashgar, is evidently also closely related in 
origin®. Earlier attempts to reproduce that old local name may be recognized in the Clii-slia 
^ of the pilgrim Chih-m^ng (circa 404 a.d.), and in Fa-hsien’s Chieh-clia ^ which, by 
M. Chavannes’ brilliant and convincing analysis of the itineraries of these two pilgrims, have 
been shown to be identical with Kashgar®. 

The form Kashgar itself is attested in Muhammadan sources from the earliest period when 
the Arab conquest reached this part of Central Asia k Spelt and pronounced in a variety of 
fashions (as Kdshghar, Kashgar, Qdshqar, &c.) in accordance with the phonetic latitude allowed 
by Turk! languages in respect of certain consonants ®, this name has continued in sole use ever 
since Eastern Turkestan was lost to the T'ang dynasty at the close of the eighth century. 
Chinese records subsequent to that period invariably designate the territory and town by 
transcriptions of the name Kashgar, though its identity with the earlier Su -16 was never lost 
sight of by the learned in China ®. 

That the several names of so important a territory should have formed the subject of 
learned etymologies and conjectures both in the East and in the West can scarcely surprise us. 
Two early attempts to account for the name Su-le (or Shu-le) are found in Chinese Buddhist 
texts, and have recently been discussed at considerable length and with much critical care by 


* TJie various Chinese designations of Kashgar have been 
critically discussed in Dr.-O.-Franke’s paper * Kaschgar and 
die KharosthI,’ Sitzungsbir, der bdn. pram. Akad. der W/s- 
semchafUn, Berlin, 1903, pp. 184 sqq. 

The form Stt-U or Shu-U is found also in an interesting 
notice of the three great routes connecting China with the 
West, which goes back to the information collected by 
P'ei Chtl (circ. 605-606 a. d.) and which Baron Richthofen, 
China, i. p. S30, note, has extracted. The form Ltu-la, 
given in this extract as the name of Kashgar, is, according 
to the information kindly supplied to me by M. Chavannes, 
based upon a misreading of the usual 

’ Compare Chavannes, Voyage de Song Vun, pp. 23, 54, 
57, 62, and L'liin/raire iTOu-k'cng, p. 26. 

^ Compare Julien, /(//ff/wVrx, ii.pp. 219, 5 ® 9 > Chavannes, 
Tnres cceid., pp. 121, 339 (where the pronunciation 
ICia-cha (Ch'ia-sha) is quoted from K’ang-hsi’s Dictionary); 
VnnVc, Sb.P.A.W., 1903, p. 186. 


‘ See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 12 r; Franke, Sb.P.A. fV., 
1903, p. 186. 

‘ Compare Chavannes, Voyage de Song run, pp. 54 sq. 
also below, chap. ni. sec. iv. 

' The capture of Kashgar by the Arab general Qotayha, 
in 7x5-716 A. D., is recorded by Tabari (tenth ccntuiy), and 
references to Kashgar arc found in other Muhammadan 
authors from the tenth centurj’ onwards; compare Brct- 
schneidcr. Mediaeval Researches, ii. pp. 45 sq. 

" For these variations of spelling comp.areSh.aw, ‘Vocabu- 
lary of the TurkI language,’ in Extra No. 1878, 

p. 164 ; also above, note i. 

’ See for such transcriptions (^K’o-skih-ha-li \n Ytian shili 

of 1369 A. D., Jla-shih-ha-rh in Ming Annals of scvenlecnth 
century), Brelschneider, I^fed, Researches, ii. pp. i 4 ®< 
also the modem Chinese records extracted in Ritter, Asien, 
V. pp. 409 sqq. 
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Dr. O. Franke and Prof. R. Pischel Their interest lies mainly in the fact that the ety- 
mologies are based on alleged Sanskrit forms of the name, and thus bear evidence of local 
Buddhist production. The first occurs in a gloss composed within the T'ang period on the 
Avantamsaka Sutra, as well as in a Buddhist religious compilation by a certain Hsi-lin, a native 
of Kashgar. The name Slm-lc is here declared to be an abbreviation from ChSa-lu-shu-iaii-li, 
a Sanskrit term meaning ‘ (land) possessed of bad character and said to be applied to 
a mountain in that territorjf. ‘ The character of the inhabitants of that country is full of 
roughness and perversity, and hence the name.’” 

Prof. Sylvain Ldvi, who was the first to bring to light this curious derivation of Shu-1^, Ch'ia-lu-shu- 
suggested that Cliia-lu-shn-tan-Ic was in reality meant as a transcription of '^Kharostra, and (h^name'^ 
that the latter was an ancient name of Kashgar from which the Kharosthi script of North- *Kharosira. 
Western India received its designation Ingenious as tliis conjecture is, I do not think it 
can be maintained in the face of the numerous and strong arguments which can be advanced 
against it, as shown at lengtli in the above quoted papers of Dr. Franke and Prof, Pischel”. 

It appears highly improbable that a distant territory like Kashgar, which remained outside 
Indian cultural influences until the advent of Buddhism about the commencement of our era, 
should have given its name to an Indian script already found in common use along the Indus 
and parts of the Punjab in the third century b.c. The traditional derivation of the term 
Kharosthi, as uniformly attested in Chinese Buddhist texts (from the Skr. name KItarostha, 
meaning literally 'donkey’s lip’), cannot be reconciled with a supposed form ’^Kharosh'a. On 
the other hand, the actually recorded CJiia-lu-shn-ttt7i-lc might, perhaps, ingeniously be explained as 
a transcription of some such Sanskrit word as *Kahisanlara, ^Kahisadhara, or *Kal 2 mttara, 
which would give us the meaning ‘possessed of bad character,’ as pre-supposed by the above- 
quoted etymologj' of tlie name Shu-H. 

That this etymology is in reality nothing more than a learned concoction of some Sanskrit- 
knowing Buddhist scholars is the opinion held by Dr. Franke and, it seems to me, with good 
reason. It is a significant fact that the Annals of the Former and Later Han Dynasties, which 
mention Kashgar frequently from the second century b.c. onwards, on the basis of trustworthy 
contemporary records, know the territory only by the name of S 7 C-le {Shu-16). The derivation 
of this name as a contraction from a fuller Sanskrit form, would pre-suppose a belief that Kashgar 
had, for a considerable period before the second century b. c., been occupied by a population of 
Indian speech and culture. Such an assumption is at variance with whatever historical information 
is at present accessible; and hence we are led to conclude that the alleged etymology is but 
a scholastic pun, originating at a later period, when Sanskrit, as the ecclesiastical language of 
Central-Asian Buddhism, was widely spread through Eastern Turkestan”. 


” In their articles ‘Kaschgar und die Kharosthi,' published 
in Silzungsberichte der kon. preusstschen Akademie der Wissen- 
schaften, Berlin, 1903, pp. 184-96 and 735-45. 

" See Franke and Pischel, Sb.P.A.W., 1903, pp. 735 sq. 

See Bulleim de V&ole d’ Extrtme Orient^ ii. pp. 246 sqq. 
[Since the above remarks were written Prof. S. Ldvi has, in 
a very learned and suggestive paper, ‘ Le pays de Kharo.stra 
et I’dcriture Kharostrl', ibid., vol. iv., 1904, taken up the 
question again on a broader basis, abandoning the assump- 
tion of Ch'ia-hi-shu-tan-li as an old name of Kashgar, but 
recognizing in that form the transcription of a geographical 
designation *Kharostra of much wider application.] 


“ See particularly Sb.P.A.W., 1903, pp. 185 sq., 193 sq., 
736 - 9 . 745- 

“ It is probable (as pointed out by Dr. Franke, 
Sb.P.A.W., 1903, p. 737) that this ‘popular etymolog}’’ 
of learned origin was meant as a gibe at the character of the 
people of Kashgar, who seem to have enjoyed from early 
times a reputation for rough manners and deceit. See below, 
p. 70, for Hstian-tsang’s uncomplimentary remarks; also 
Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. rai. Marco Polo notes re- 
garding the people of ‘ Cascar’: ‘ The natives are a wretched, 
niggardly set of people; they eat and drink in miserable 
fashion.' See Yule, Marco Polo, i. p. 182. 
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We cannot attach greater value to a second etymology of Su-le, found in a gloss on HsUan- 
tsang’s account of Kashgar, which represents that old name as a corruption of Shih-li-chi-li-io-ti^K 
Here, too, a Sanskrit derivation is evidently intended, but the meaning of the alleged original 
is not vouchsafed to us. Nor need we regret this reticence in view of the manifest artificiality 
of the explanation^®. 

Before leaving, however, this old name Su-Ie, it may be well to point out that Dr. Franke 
suggests S7dek or S^irak as an earlier pronunciation of the Chinese name, and that such a reading 
possibly finds support in the form Shulik, by which Kashgar is designated in early Tibetan 
records 

The etymological speculations of Western scholars have naturally turned upon the name 
Kashgar, by which alone the territory and its chief town have been known since the earliest 
Muhammadan conquest. Resemblance in sound has tempted a series of distinguished scholars, 
extending from De Guignes and D’Anville to Lassen and V. de Saint-Martin, to connect the 
name of Kashgar with the Kacrta opt] of Ptolemy^®. But Baron Richthofen, in his masterly 
analysis of this portion of Ptolemy’s geography, has conclusively demonstrated that tlie Kasia 
mountains represent the great Kun-lun range, and that, in view of the considerable distance 
which separates this from Kashgar, the assumption of a direct connexion between the two 
names must fall to the ground^®. 

It was no less a scholar than Eugene Burnouf who first coupled the equation Kacria opr \ : 
Kashgar, with another equally problematical conjecture deriving both names from that of the 
Kha^a race frequently mentioned in Sanskrit texts 2 ®. The weakness of this identification, from 
the geographical point of view, did not escape the critical judgement of Baron Richthofen, 


“ See Julien, Af/motres, ii. p. 219 : ' Anciennement ce 
royaume s’appelait Sou-k ; c’^tait le nom de sa capitale. L’or- 
ihographe correcte est Ch-U-h'-Ii~/o-/i{Qn-kntzti). Le mot 
Son-h est corrompu.’ As regards the authenticity of this gloss, 
compare Franke, Sb.P.A.W; 1903, p. 738. 

Julien’s transcription *SrJ-bri/a/i permits of no appro- 
priate explanation as far as the second part is concerned ; 
Skr. Sri can safely be recognized in the first part, since the 
two initial characters ^>lj are regularly used by 

Hsiian-tsang to render that term; see Julien, Memoires, 
ii. p. 504. Dr. Franke proposes to transcribe * Stikirtladhi 
‘ holding the diadem of Fortune,’ and recognizes in this an 
attempt to provide an auspicious alternative for the somewhat 
derogatory etymology previously discussed ; comp.5'A/’..<4.ir., 
1903. P- 738- 

” Compare Franke, .SiJ./’./f. IT., 1903, p. 187; and con- 
cerning the Tibetan name the authorities there quoted 
Wassiljew, Buddhismus, p. 55 ; RockhDl, Li/e 0/ lire Buddha, 
p. 240 n. 

■' For references to the works of De Guignes, D’Anville, 
Humboldt, Lassen, compare Richthofen, China, i. p. 485, 
note 2 ; see also Ritter, Asien, v. p. 413, quoting Pater Georgi. 
It is from Richthofen, China, i. p. 494 n., that 1 take the 
reference to V. de Saint-Martin’s view as to the location of 
the Kasia mountains near Kashgar, set forth in his ‘£tude 
Eur la gdographie grecque et latine de I’lnde' (Alf moires 
pre'setti/s ii fAcaddmie des InscripHotts, vol. vi. i860), in the 
chapter on ‘la Sdrique de Ptoldmdc’ (pp. 258-286), which 
is at present not accessible to me. 


See Richthofen, . C-i/’/ni, i. pp. 484 sqq. In note 4, 
p. 485, the possibility of a derivation of Kdshgar from Kdsh, 
the Turk! term for jade, is learnedly discussed. The evidence 
in support of such a derivation appears to me very scanty, 
seeing that Kashgar lies far away from the region which has 
been the source of the jade supply of Turkestan from ancient 
times, Khotan and the valleys of the Upper Yarkand river. 
Nor can Kashgar be rightly assumed to have ever been the 
chief centre for the once flourishing jade trade. In ancient 
times, when a great commercial route led along the southern 
edge of the Tarim Basin direct from Khotan to Lop-Nor 
and Sha-chou, Kiiotan itself was, no doubt, this centre. 
When that route fell into disuse during the Middle Ages, 
Yarkand became naturally the main mart, as clearly indicated 
in Benedict Go6z’ narrative ; see Yule, Cathay, ii. p. 564. 

It would be far more tempting to seek, with Baron 
Richthofen, a similar relation between the names of the 
Kash stone and of the Kasia Mountains. Traders like the 
agents of the Macedonian Mats, upon whose information 
the account of Serica given by Marinus and reproduced by 
Ptolemy mainly rests, may well have recorded the local 
names of that distant region as they heard them from the 
‘ Great YUeh-chih ’ people in the more accessible 0,tus 
region, who probablyspokc a language of thcTurkl-Mongolian 
family (compare for the linguistic relationshiji of the ‘ Great 
YUeh-chih’ my remarks in Indian Antiquary, xxxiv. p. 84). 

“ Bumouf’s suggestion was contained in a note con- 
tributed to Humboldt, Asie Centrale, i. p. 115. His de- 
rivation of Kashgar from a supposed form *Khahgairt 
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who has rightly pointed out how far removed from Kashgar are the known seats 
of the Khavas-’. 

The name Kfia§a has been used in Sanskrit literature for the designation of hill-tribes 
settled in Avidely different parts of the Himala3'a regions, and is often applied very vaguely. 
But fortunately the territorial limits are Avell defined for those KhaiSas of the extreme north- 
west of India, who in Sanskrit writings of quasi-geographical character are ordinarily associated 
with the Dards {Darad, Darada), and who alone could possibly be thought of in connexion 
with Kashgar. By a detailed analysis of the numerous passages in Kalhana’s Sanskrit Chronicle 
of Kashmir, which mention these Khavas, I have proved that they occupied the valleys encircling 
Kashmir on the south and Avest. By their settlements in the latter direction, on the Jehlam 
and Kisanganga rivers, they Avere thus the immediate neighbours of the Dards holding the 
valleys draining into the Indus 

In vieAV of Avhat Ave now knoAv of the mighty mountain ranges, and the equally great 
barriers of distance Avhich separate Kashgar from any knoAvn seats of Khavas, a reference to 
Burnoufs conjecture AA'ould scarcely have been needed had it not been recently revived, though 
on a different ground, by so distinguished an Indologist as Professor Pischel. In his notes 
discussing the alleged origin of the KharosthI script from Kashgar, he suggests that the Khasya 
or Khasya AA'riting, Avhich is mentioned in a formal list of scripts given in the Lalitavistara, 
must mean the AA'riting of K'ia-sha (Ch'ia-sha) or Kashgar 

It is true that the Khasyalipi figures in the list betAveen the Daradalipi and Ctnalipi^ 
i. e. the Avritings of the Dards and Chinese. But even if aa'c credit the author of that Buddhist 
mythological poem Avith tlie intention or abilit)' of folloAving any strict geographical order in 
his enumeration of scripts (avIucIi comprises also numbers of purely apocryphal names), it appears 
far more probable that he intended a reference to the Khavas, AA'hose name appears Avidely spread 
along the AA'hole Himalaya range, from the Dards in the extreme north-Avest to Assam, than to 
Kashgar, a small and distant Central-Asian state altogether beyond the geographical horizon 
of ancient India In this connexion it is Avell to remember that we have no evidence 
Avhatever of the local name corresponding to the present Kashgar having been applied in 
ancient times in a more extended sense to Eastern Turkestan generally. The term ‘ Kash- 
garia ’, used in this sense, seems to be of modern Russian origin, probably due to Yaqub Beg’s 
short-lived domination, and has no equivalent in indigenous use. 


hill of the Khasas ’ with Avestic gairi ‘ hill ’ in the second 
part) was adopted by Lassen, Indische Alterthumskunde, 
i. p. 1020, and V. de Saint-Martin, in the paper quoted 
above (see p. 50, note 18). 

Compare Richthofen, China, i. p. 485 note. 

See my translation of the Rajatarahgini, I. pp. 47 sq., • 
note on i. 317; II. pp. 433 sq. The modem Khakha tribe, 
settled in the hill tracts immediately to the west and north- 
Avest of Kashmir, derives its name as well as its descent from 
the Khasas of the Chronicle. 

“.Compare O. Franke and Pischel, ‘Kaschgar und die 
Kharosthi,’ Sb.P.A.W., 1903, p. 195. . 

[Prof. S. Ldvi, in his paper ‘ Le pays de Kharo.stra Bull. 
deVEcole d’Extr. Or., 1904, p. 40, has also discussed this 
question. From the Chinese texts quoted by him it appears 
that Jinagupta, in the seventh century, connected the name 
of Kashgar with the Khas'as. The fact that the etymology 
occurred at so early a date to a Buddhist scholar of Indian 


origin, does not, hoAvever, in my opinion, prove that there 
was any geographical or historical foundation for the con- 
nexion of local names so widely separated. Nor is it 
justifiable to ignore the absence of any aspiration in the 
initial consonant of the name of Kashgar.] 

“ How limited that horizon really was, and hoAV vague 
Avas Indian knoAvledge of the regions beyond the great 
mountain Avails of the Himalaya, is Avell illustrated by Avhat 
I have had occasion to demonstrate in the case of Kalhana. 
Though the Kashmirian Chronicler, in dealing Avith the 
history and antiquities of his OAvn country, displays thorough 
and extensive acquaintance with its topography, and must 
be credited Avith a far keener sense for matters geographical 
than we can trace in any other Sanskrit author, yet his 
knowledge of the regions to the north of the great mountain 
ramparts is remarkably limited. Even the valleys of the 
Dards on the Upper Indus, like Astor, Gilgit, Chilas, near as 
they are, are seen in Kalhana’s narrative through a mythical 
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Section II. — KASHGAR DURING THE HAN EPOCH 

The earliest account of Kashgar is found in the Annals of the Former Han Dynasty, We 
owe it to that great expansion of Chinese power into Central Asia which commenced under 
the Emperor Wu Ti (140-87 b. c.) after the famous journey of Chang Ch'ien (circa 139-127 b. c.) 
had extended Chinese knowledge of the 'Western Regions’ to the Oxus and the confines of 
Persia. Appropriately enough Su- 1 ^ is first mentioned by the Annals in connexion with the 
northern of the two great roads which led from the Yii Gate (Yii-m^n-kwan) and the region 
of Sha-chou to the Oxus and Yaxartes^. This northern road, described as passing through 
Turfan (the ancient Kao-ch'ang), and thence along the southern foot of the T'ien-shan range 
as far as Su- 16 , undoubtedly corresponds to the route via Sha-chou, Hami, Turfan, Kara-shahr, 
Kucha, and Ak-su, which still remains the most frequented line of communication between the 
interior of China and Kashgar. From Su-le ‘ this road passing westward across the Ts'ung-ling 
mountains, goes on to Ta-wan, K'ang-chii, and the Yen-ts'ai country’, regions which were long 
ago identified with the ancient Sogdiana*. The well-known route from Kashgar over the Terek 
Pass into Farghana forms the direct and easiest approach to them from the whole of the Tarim 
Basin. 

The specific notice of the Annals concerning Su -16 informs us that the kingdom had its 
capital in the city of Su- 16 , distant 9,350 li from Ch'ang-an, i. e. the modern Hsi-an-fu. ‘The 
kingdom contains 1,510 families, comprising a population of 8,647, 2,000 trained troops®.’ 

The mention of a variety of Imperial officials stationed there shows that Su- 1 ^, under the 
Chinese protectorate, finally organized about the middle of the first century b. c., formed an 
administrative centre of some consequence. The particular reference made to its ‘market for 
goods ’ indicates the early commercial importance of Su- 16 , and this is amply accounted for by 
the statement that ‘the road to the Ta-Yue-chih, Ta-wan and K'ang-chii lies direct west.' For 
Chinese trade in the direction both of Sogdiana and Bactria, of the rapid growth of which 
after Chang Ch'ien’s mission the Han Annals give us a series of interesting glimpses, Kashgar 
must certainly have formed a convenient emporium ^ The road distances recorded in the same 
notice eastwards to Wu-lei, the seat of the Chinese Governor-General (2,210 li), and southwards 
to So-chii (560 li), afford us little help, since the position of these two localities cannot be 
determined with certainty®. 

According to an interpretation recently suggested by Dr. Franke®, we should have to 
recognize a reference to the foundation of Su-le in a passage of the Former Han Annals which 
mentions the migration of the well-known Central-Asian tribe of the g, whose name is variously 
transcribed Sok, Sz, Sse, Ssu, Sa, Se, &c., and whose identity with the Sacae of classical records 
and the Indian Sakas has long ago been established. We are told there how the king of the 
Sdk or Sz', driven forth by the westward pressure of the Great Yueh-chih, moved south and 


haze, like a kind of Ultima Thule. Compare my remarks 
in the introduction to my Rajalaraiigim translation, I. 
pp. 31, 35, also note on Rajat. viii. 2762-64. 

’ See, for a lucid analysis of the historical notices con- 
cerning these two ancient routes, Richthofen, China, i. pp. 
459 sqq. 

= Compare Wylie’s translation of Notes on the Western 
Regions from the Former Han Annals, in Journal of the 
Anthropological Institute, x. {1880), p. ai; as regard the 


position of Ta-wan (with its capital near the present Uratepe) 
and of Kang-chU, see Richthofen, China, i. pp. 450 sq. 

’ See Wylie, ibid., x. p. 49. 

* Compare Wylie, x. pp. 44 sqq.; Richthofen, China, 
i. pp. 456 sqq-, 463 sq- 

® Regarding Wu-Iei (Wylie, Wu-hty) see Richthofen, 
China, i. p. 460, note 2 ; Wylie, ibid., p. 23. 

® See ‘Kaschgar und die Kharospii', S&.P.A.W., 1903, 
pp. 739 sq. 
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conquered Chi-pin. ‘The race of the Sok scattered far and formed a series of states. North- 
west of Su- 16 , all tribes included in the states of Hsiu-Jisiin and Chilan-Ut are descended from 
the old Sdk^' Neitlier Dr. Franke’s translation of the passage, nor the context of the whole 
notice on Chi-pin, from which the above is extracted, would seem directly to imply that Su-Ie 
itself was founded by the Sok or Sz‘, though it is probable that the latter’s power previous to 
their ejection by the Great Yueh-chih (circa 150 b, c.) extended over the Kashgar region. 

In consequence of the internal troubles which during the reign of the usurper Wang-Mang Kashgar 
(9-23 A. D.) preceded the downfall of the Former Han Dynasty, Chinese control over Eastern 
Turkestan ceased for more than half a century. When under Ming Ti, the second Emperor 
of tlie Later Han Dynasty {5S-75 a. D,), Chinese power once more began to assert itself in 
tire ‘ Western Regions ’, Su-le was found to have passed, along with a dozen other small states, 
including So-chii (Yarkand), under tire domination of the king of Yii-t'ien or Khotan, In 70 a. d. 

Pan Ch'ao, the famous Chinese general, vanquished the Khotan ruler; and by 76 a. d, the whole 
of the Tarim Basin, with the exception of the territories corresponding to the modern Kara-shahr 
and Kucha, acknowledged Chinese sovereignty \ 

The records of the Later Han Dynasty, which relate to the tributary kingdoms of the West, Pan Ch'ao’s 
and which, according to Dr. Franke's statement, contain a detailed account of the history of 
Su-lc during that period (25-220 a. D.)®, have not yet been rendered accessible in full and 
reliable translations. We are hence unable to ascertain whether the route of the justly famous 
Pan Ch'ao in 95 a. o. lay through Kashgar, as in the case of Kao Hsien-chih's equally memorable 
exploit (747 A. D.) which we had occasion to discuss in a previous chapter'". 

Pan Ch'ao’s victorious campaign marks the greatest extension which Chinese power ever 
attained westwards. More lasting than its political results was the influence which it exercised 
on the development of direct trade intercourse between China and the Roman Orient, and on 
the spread of more definite knowledge about each other in the two great empires of the far 
East and the West. On the side of the West we must reckon it particularly fortunate that 
die opportunity then offered for recording information from enterprising traders who penetrated 
into China, or at least into its outlying dominions in the Tarim Basin, was utilized by a geographer 
of true genius and exceptional widdi of vision, Marinus of Tyre. This record has been preserved 
for us by Ptolemy, mainly in his chapter on Serike, as he calls the regions stretching from Scythia 
beyond Mount Imaus to the unknown easternmost ocean. After having been for generations 
the subject of much fruitless speculation, the account gathered by Marinus of the land of the 
silk-bringing Seres, and of the trade-route leading to it from the west, was elucidated with 
critical acumen by Baron Richthofen". This analysis by the hand of a master renders it 
possible for us to touch here briefly upon a remarkable itinerary underlying that account, and 
to indicate its bearing upon Kashgar. 


’’ The earlier translation of Wylie, J. Anthr. Insi., x. p. 34, 
agrees substantially with Dr. Franke's rendering. The names 
Hsiu-hstin and Chtian-tu are transcribed Hat-setm and Keuen- 
iuh by Wylie, Hiu-siun and Kwan-lo by Richthofen, China, 
i. p. 448, note 2. The Chi-pin conquered by the Sacae has 
long been considered identical with the territory of Kabul. 
MM. Chavannes and S. Ldvi {L’ Itin&aire d'Ou-k'ong, 
pp. 36 sqq.) have expressed the view that Kashmir is meant. 
Notwithstanding the authority attaching to these two 
scholars, and the tempting nature of some of the philological 
evidence advanced by them, I retain my doubts on the 


point, mainly on geographical grounds. 

® For a summary of the Chinese records concerning the 
history of Eastern Turkestan during the first century of our 
era, see Richthofen, China, i. pp. 468 sq. 

“ See ‘Kaschgar und die Kharosthi’, Sh.P.A.W., 1903, 
p. 186. 

See above, pp. 8 sqq. For Pan Ch'ao's expedition 
compare Klaproth, Tableaux hislorigues, pp. 65 sqq. 

" See Richthofen, China, i. pp. 477 sqq., and concerning 
the itinerary of Mafe's, ibid., pp. 496-500. 
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According to Ptolemy’s express statement, Marinus gathered his geographical data about 
the^ land of the Seres from the account given by Maes, a Macedonian merchant ‘ called also 
Titianus’, who had sent agents into the country. The route of these agents, which we may 
safely assume to have been a caravan road in frequent use for the silk-trade from China into 
the Parthian Empire, led from Hierapolis on the Euphrates through Hekatompylos, Areia, and 
Margiana (Merv) to Baktra. From there the route passed first northward to the mountain 
district of the Komedi, and then along it to the south-east ‘as far as the ravine that opens 
into the plain countrjr’. In this ravine the traveller had to ascend for 50 schoeni northward 
when ‘he arrives at the Stone Tower, after which the mountains recede to the east and unite 
with Imaus, the range that runs up to the north from Palimbothra Another passage of 
Ptolemy places to the east of the Stone Tower, and in the axis of Mount Imaus itself, the 
station or Sarai {opfjLTjnjpLov) ‘ whence traders start on their journey to Sera 

It is the joint merit of Sir H, Yule and Sir H. Rawlinson to have demonstrated beyond 
all doubt the identity of the mountain tract of the Komedi with the Chii-mi-t'o of HsUan-tsang 
on the one hand and the ‘land of the Kumedh’ of early Muhammadan writers on the other 
It thus became possible to locate with certainty ‘the valley of the Komedi’ in the mountains 
which divide the Wakhshab river and the adjacent alpine tracts of Karategin from the course 
of the Oxus. From Karategin a direct and comparatively easy line of communication leads 
along the Wakhshab up to the rich grazing grounds of the wide Alai plateau. Ascending 
the latter to its eastern end, it then crosses the watershed range between the Oxus and the 
Tarim at its lowest point, the Taun-murun Pass^®; and a short distance below, near the head- 
waters of the Kashgar river, it joins the great route which connects Kashgar with Farghana 
over the Terek Dawan. 

Baron Richthofen, by a series of convincing arguments, has proved how closely the description 
of the road followed by Maes’ agents agrees wdth the route just indicated^®. An exact location 
of the famous ‘Stone Tower’ (Xf^tvos Tnipyos) is not possible at present, and can be hoped 
for only from antiquarian investigations effected on the spot^''. In regard, however, to the 


*■ See Ptolemy, Geographia, I. cap. xii. 7 sqq. By Imaus 
is meant the watershed range between the O.xus and the 
Tarim ; compare Richthofen, China, i, p. 484. 

Ptolemy, Geogr. VI. cap. xiii. i. It deserves to be 
noted that the traders’ station is placed due east of the 
‘ Stone Tower ’, Lat. 43° being indicated for both. 

” See Yule, in f.R.A.S., 1873, pp. 97 sq. ; for other 
references compare Richthofen, China, i. p. 497, note. The 
connexion between the Komedi of Ptolemy and ChU-mi-Co 
of Hstian-fsang had first suggested itself to SirA. Cunningham; 
but as in the case of numerous other conjectural identifica- 
tions, which in the end proved equally happy, he was not able 
to support it by critical evidence or to locate the territory. 
On the other hand, the discussion of the Ptolemy passage in 
Caihay, i. p. cxlix, is still of value, as showing how Sir II. Yule, 
by a chain of sound critical reasoning, had been led to 
Karategin as the probable position of the Komedi, even 
before information became available as to the survival of 
the local name into Muhammadan times. 

" This is the form in which I heard the name pronounced 
on the spot; General Kuropatkin writes ‘Toongooboo- 
roon,’ sec Kashgaria, translated by Itlajor W. E. Gowan 
(Calcutta, i8Si), p. 31. In the Russian Survey Maps the 


spelling Taun-murun seems to have been adopted. 

“ See China, i. pp. 496 sqq. 

The question as to the position of the ‘Stone Tower’ 
had been discussed at length by a number of distinguished 
scholars, from Humboldt to Sir H. Rawlinson, before the 
identification of the mountains of the Komedi supplied a 
definite clue to the direction of Maiis’ route. For a s^mopsis 
of those conjectured locations, which range from Tusiikend 
in the north-west to T.ash-kurghan in the .south-east, sec 
Richthofen, China, i. p. 498, and McCrindlc, Ancitnt India 
as described Ptolemy (Bomb.ay, 1885), p. 12. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to correct the error into 
which I fell b}’ accepting Sir II. Rawlinson's identification of 
the \iOivo% with Tash-kurghan, in my Preliminary 

Report, p. IS, and .also in Ruins 0/ Khotan, p. 7t. When 
writing the original diary notes on which both the above 
records of m}- journey are bxsed, my scope for reference on 
the subject was restricted to Dr, McCrindIc’s alwvc-quoted 
publication on Ptolemy, in the coi)iou5 notes of which the 
well-establishal idcntificafion of the Komedi has unfortunately 
remained unnoticed. 

The more recent conjectures concerning the position of 
the ‘ Stone Tower,’ which Dr. Marqu.arl quotes in his trindahr. 
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traders’ station which Maes' account mentions to the east of the Stone Tower and on the 
road starting for Sera, I think that unchanging geographical conditions afford us some guidance. 
Baron Richthofen has justly pointed out that this station must be looked for close to the watershed 
crossed by the above route, since Ptolemy places it in the line of the Imaus, which undoubtedly 
corresponds to the range buttressing the Pamir region on the east, and dividing the drainage 
areas of the Oxus and the Tarim. He has also rightly observed that the point where the 
much-frequented route coming from Farghana over the Terek Dawan is joined by the route 
from the Wakhsliab valley was tlie most likely position for such a station. 

I am glad that my return journey from Kashgar to Farghana in June, 1901, hurried 
though it had to be, allowed me to acquaint myself at first hand with the topographical 
features of the ancient trade route leading from Kashgar to Osh. The observations then 
gathered entirely support the view put forth bj' that eminent geographer; for we could scarcely 
expect an}’- place on that route to agree better with the conditions for a traders' station, such 
as Ptolemy’s notice implies, than Irkeshtam, now occupied as the Russian customs station and 
fortified frontier post on the road to Kashgar. It is situated at the point where the routes 
coming from Farghana and the Alai unite, and only a short distance below the Taun-munm 
Pass, by which the latter route crosses the watershed. Irkeshtam, which now enjoys the 
distinction of a small fort and a Cossack garrison, offers advantages apart from its position 
at the junction of two great routes. Situated at an elevation of 8,500 (Russian) feet above 
the sea, it is not only a relatively sheltered place; but, owing apparently to a more abundant 
supply of moisture from across the ranges to the west and north, the valleys immediately 
adjacent are far less deficient in grazing and fuel than the barren gorges of rock and detritus 
through which most of the route further down to Kashgar leads The inclusion of Irkeshtam 
within the Russian frontier-line (which elsewhere in these parts keeps to the watershed between 
the Kashgar river on the one side and the Oxus and Syr Darya on the other) has hence its 
adequate , reason. 

The route which we have just traced forms the most 'direct connexion between Kashgar 
and the ancient Baktria. And it is curious that the earliest notice we possess of Kashgar after 
Pan Ch'ao’s victorious expedition westvvards relates to its invasion from that very region. From 
the Annals of the Later Hans we learn that in the period 107-113 a. d. An-kuo, the ruler of Su-le, 
had been obliged to send his near relative, prince Ch'en-p'an, as a hostage to the king of the 
Great Yiieh-chih, whose dominion at that period, as we know from other sources, comprised not 
, only their old seats in Baktria, but also Kabul and a considerable portion of north-western 
India, Subsequently, after the death of An-kuo, the arms of the Yiieh-chih deposed his 
successor and established Ch'en-p'an on the throne of Su-ld, during the years 1 14-120 A. d. 


p. 155, appear to be based mainly on attempts to utilize 
Ptolemy’s artificially deduced longitudes and latitudes for 
the determination of ancient localities in distant parts of Asia, 
where, as we know, the scantiness and unreliable character 
of the information at his disposal excluded the possibility 
of even approximately correct cartographic construction. 
The emphatic warning uttered by Sir H. Yule (Cathay, i. 
p. cli) on the subject of the deceptive nature of these defini- 
tions deserves to be taken to heart by students of Ptolemy’s 
Asiatic Geography. 

” Compare my Ruins of Khoian, p. 496. General 
Kuropatkin’s remarks, Kashgar ia, trans. Go wan, p. 32, show 
that Irkeshtam was, even before the Russian customs 


station was established there, an important stage on the 
route. Those coming from the direction of Kashgar regularly 
halted there, to make arrangements for the conduct of their 
caravans across the Terek Darvan when the snow lay deep 
on the latter. Excepting some Chinese military posts lower 
down the Kizil-su. Irkeshtam is the only permanently- 
inhabited locality between Gulcha and the Kashgar plain, 
and certainly the most considerable of the halting-places. 

Compare Specht, ‘ Etudes sur I’Asie Centrale,’ ii., in 
Journal asiat., 1897, p. 97;. Marquart, Krdnsahr, p. 283; 
Franke, Sb.P.A.W., 1903, p. 740; for earlier references, 
Klaproth, Tableaux histor., p. 166 ; Ritter, Asien, v, p. 421. 


Position of 
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chib. 
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MM. Specht and Marquart have rightly pointed out how well this notice of the Annals 
agrees with the story which Hsiian-tsang, in his description of Chia-pi-shih (Kapisa), records of 
Kanislca, the founder of the Ytieh-chih dominion in Gandhara, having extended his power to 
the east of the Ts'ung-ling mountains, and received hostages at his court from the Avestern 
dependencies of China It appears, in fact, probable that, as ingeniously suggested by 
Dr. Marquart, the monastery at Chia-pi-shih, Avhich an old local tradition reproduced by Hsiian- 
tsang asserts to have served as the summer residence of these hostages from the confines of 
China, received its name Sha-lo-chia ^ from that princely hostage of Kashgar. For 

the form *Shalaka or ^'Sharaka, Avhich the Chinese transcription may be assumed to represent, 
would explain itself easily as a derivative from Sha-l^, the alternative old name of Kashgar 
already noticed, which is likely to have sounded *S/takk according to the earlier pronunciation 
of the Chinese characters 

According to a statement of Klaproth, gathered apparently from Chinese sources, the inter- 
ference of the Yiieh-chih in the affairs of Kashgar, towards 120 A. d., resulted in the introduction 
of Buddhism into that territory The Chinese authority for this statement has not yet been 
traced; but Buddhism undoubtedly flourished in the Ytieh-chih dominions on both sides of the 
Hindukush, and the prolonged sojourn in them ivhich the Kashgar prince, subsequently elevated 
to the throne, had made as a hostage may well, after his elevation to the throne, have facilitated 
the spread of Buddhist propaganda in that part of the Tarim Basin. This assumption Avould 
agree with the tradition recorded by Hsuan-tsang, which makes the princely hostages from the 
states east of the Ts'ung-ling, including Sha- 1 ^ or Kashgar, reside in a Buddhist convent, and 
connects their stay with the reign of Kani§ka, the renowned patron of Buddhism. 

To Avhatever period the first establishment of the Buddhist Church in Kashgar may prove 
to belong, it is far more probable that it was brought from the side of Baktria than from that 
of Khotan. In the latter territory, which Avould have been the only possible alternative channel, 
we know for certain that the prevailing if not the sole form of doctrine and worship was the 
Mahayana or ‘Great Vehicle In Kashgar, on the other hand, we find the predominance 
of the Hinayana School or the ‘ Little Vehicle ’ equally strongly marked since the time of 
Fa-hsien Now it deserves to be noticed that, wherever the evidence of Hsiian-tsang’s 


See Memoires, i. p. 42 ; Si-yu-kt, transl. Beal, i. p. 56. 

See Vie de Hiouen-Thsang, p. 71. Dr. Marquart has 
discussed the name at length in Eransahr, pp. 283 sq., where 
a possible reference to the same Buddhist convent by the 
Muhammadan geographer Ya'qubI is also noticed. 

° Compare, regarding the pronunciation for (now 
sounded //), Franke, Sb.P.A.W., 1903, p. 187. 

° Compare Klaproth, Tableaux hisfor., p. 166; also 
Dr. Franke’s instructive summary of Chinese notices con- 
cerning the spread of Buddhist teaching easuvards from the 
Ytieh-chih empire, in Sb.P.A.W., 1903, pp. 740 sqq. 
Dr. Franke calls attention to a Tibetan text translated by 
Dr. Rockhill embodying traditions of Khotan or Li-yul, which 
mentions that a princess of Ga-hyag, who became the wife 
of King Vijayasiinha of Khotan, helped to spread Buddhism 
in Shu-Iik. The date of this king cannot be determined ; 
compare Rockhili, Zi/e of the Buddha, p. 240; also below. 
Appendix E. 

Hsuan-tsang tells us that, of the 5,000 monks residing 
in the convents of Khotan, all (according to Julien and Beal’s ‘ 


translations; ‘most’ according to Dr. Franke’s interpretation, 
Sb.P.A.W., 1903, p. 742, note) studied the ‘Little Vehicle’; 
see Mfmotres, ii. p. 223. Fa-hien, transl. Legge, p. 16, 
also speaks of ‘ several myriads of monks, most of whom are 
students of the Mahayana.’ 

" Memoires, it. p. 220; Siyu-hi, ii. p. 307; Fd-hieti, 
transl. Legge, p. 23. For the identification of Fa-hsien's 
Chieh-ck'a (JCeeh-ck'd, Legge) with Kashgar see below, 
p. 67. 

The close agreement between Fa-hsien’s and Hstian- 
tsang’s data as regards the two great schools extends also 
to Tsu-ho: Cho-cha-chia which, as we shall sec below 
chap. IV. sec. iv., must be identified with Karghalik. 
There the prevalence and flourishing condition of the 
Mahayana is accounted for by the vicinity of, and old 
connexion with, Khotan; see Fd-hien, transl. Legge, p. 21, 
and Mdmoires, ii. p. 221. On the other hand, the Hinayana 
or ‘Little Vehicle’ predominated in the regions along the 
great route leading c.astwards of Kashg.ar, according to 
the uniform testimony of both Fa-hsien and Hstian-tsang ; 
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quasi-ecclesiastical survey is available, we find the Buddhist establishments of the territories 
along the northern foot of the Hindukush, from Balkh {Po-ho) to Sarlkol {Chieh-p^an-fo), 
attached to tlie ‘Little Vehicle’*®. 

Considering the geographical position of these territories in relation to Kashgar and the 
long subjection of almost all of them to Ylieh-chih rule, we may well attach historical signifi- 
cance to this observation. Nor would it be right, perhaps, to ignore altogether the curious 
fact that tire ‘Little Vehicle' was followed in the ancient convent of Chia-pi-shih, where the 
princely hostages from the western dependencies of China were believed to have resided, and 
where their memory^ was still cherished down to the time of Hsiian-tsang. In the numerous 
other convents of Chia-pi-shih, as elsewhere in the tracts south of the Hindukush, the Mahayana 
School seems to have enjoyed unquestioned predominance 


Section III.— EASTERN TURKESTAN UNDER THE TANGS 


The rapid decay of Chinese power in Central Asia, which commenced under the Emperor 
An Ti (107-125 A.D.), accounts for the extreme scantiness of the information to be gleaned 
from Chinese sources about the political conditions of Kashgar and Eastern Turkestan generally 
during the next five hundred j'ears. The revolt of the Uigur tribes in the region of Turfan 
and Hami threatened the Chinese donlinion in the Tarim Basin at its north-eastern end about 
the same time that Kashgar fell under Yiieh-chih influence. A nominal protectorate appears 
to have continued during the second century a.d. But even this must have ceased during the 
disturbed reign of the last Han Emperor (Hsien Ti, 190-220 a.d.) and the period of the 
Three Kingdoms (221-265 a.d.), so far as Kashgar and other territories in the distant north- 
west were concerned k According to a notice quoted by Ritter, the power of the kings of 
Su- 1 ^ during the latter period extended over a number of smaller states situated to the south 
and west, while, on the contrary, a brief extract from the Wei Annals given by Rdmusat 
represents Su-ld as being at the same epoch dependent on Yu-t'ien or Khotan®. 

China became united again under the Emperor Wu Ti (265-290 a.d.), who appears to 
have made efforts to re-establish Chinese influence in the sduth of the Tarim Basin®. But 
the dynasties which followed each other in rapid succession until the advent of the house of 
Tang (618 A.D.) were too weak or too much absorbed by the task of internal consolidation 
to resume a policy of conquest beyond Sha-chou, the westernmost district of Kan-su. During 


compare Fd-hien, transl. Legge, pp. 14 sq., and Mimoires, 
i. pp. 2, 4, 10. 

This exact accord between what we may call the 
ecclesiastical surveys of the two pilgrims is of special interest 
in view of the considerable interval which separates their 
visits. If the territorial distribution of Mahayana and Hlna- 
yana in Eastern Turkestan had not changed during a period 
of nearly two and a half centuries, we may justly conclude 
that it went back far earlier, probably to the time when 
Buddhism first reached these territories from the south and 
the west respectively. 

“ See M/moires, ii. pp. 30 (Balkh), 35, 37 (Bamian), 2'io 
(Sarikol). In Huo (Julien, Hotio) which corresponds to the 
present Kunduz, both the Great and Little Vehicles were 
studied; see ibid., ii. p. 193. 


See for the convent of the hostages, Mimoiris, i. 
pp. 41 sq. ; Si-yu-ki, transl. Beal, i. p.- g7; Vie de H.-T, 
pp. sq. 

It is curious that in the Punjab tract which, according 
to the tradition recorded by HsOan-tsang, served as the 
winter residence of Kaniska’s hostages from the confines 
of China, and which was believed to have received from 
them its name Chih-na-po-ti (Skr. ClndpaliT), we also find 
Hmayana monks in possession of the Chief monastery (called 
Tamasasam'gharama) ; see Mimoires, i. p. 199; Si-yu-ki, 
transl. Beal, i. pp. 173 sq. 

' Compare Richthofen, China, i, p. 472. 

* See Ritter, Asim, v. p. 421 ; Rdmusat, Ville de Khotan, 
p. 16. 

* See below chapter xi. sec. iv. ' 
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the reign of W^n-chdng Ti (452-466 a.d.) we hear of an embassy sent by the king of Su-Je 
to the Imperial court to present a sacred relic, the reputed dress of Buddha which proved 
incombustible ^ Early in the following century Kashgar figures among the numerous territories 
of Eastern Turkestan, which the Annals of the Liang Dynasty and the Pei shih mention as 
subject to the Yeh-ta or Hephtlialites, By the middle of the fifth century this race, of probably 
Turkish origin, had founded a powerful empire in the Oxus Basin, whence they carried their 
conquests down to Gandhara and beyond the Indus in the south, and as far as Khotan and 
Kara-shahr in the east®. 

Between the years 563 and 567 the empire of the Hephthalites succumbed to the attack 
of the Western Turks (called T'u-chueh by the Chinese) under their great Khakan Istami, the 
Dizabul or Silzibul of the Byzantine historian Menander, whose aid Khusru Anushirwan, the 
Sassanian, had called in against these dangerous foes of his dominion ®. All the territories 
nortlr of the Oxus previously subject to the Hephthalites now passed under the sway of the 
Western Turks. Soon their power extended also over the old Hephthalite possessions south of 
the river and beyond the Hindukush, which the waning strength of the Sassanians proved 
helpless to retain. From their encampments placed in favourite valleys of the T'ien-shan north 
of Kucha and Kashgar the Khakans of the Western Turks exercised their sway over dominions 
probably exceeding in extent even tiiose of the Hephthalites’. The Chinese records show that 
the subject states were left in charge of their hereditary local rulers, but each under the control 
of a Turkish Tudun, who watched over the collection of the tribute®. There can be little 
doubt that the political conditions of Kashgar, and probably of most states in Eastern Turkestan, 
were of the type here indicated. 

The establishment of the T'ang Dynasty, 618 a. p., marks the beginning of a new and 
glorious epoch in the history of Chinese relations with the ‘ Western regions During the reign 
of its founder Kao-tsu (618-626 a.p.), and during the first years of his energetic successor T'ai- 
tsung (627-649 A.D.), the struggle with the Northern Turks, whose attacks threatened the very 
existence of the empire, prevented the prosecution of a vigorous policy west\vards. While that 
struggle lasted the Chinese court was eager to seek the help of the Western Turks, who were 
then united under the rule of a powerful Kagan (Khan), called P ung shik-Im in the T'ang 
Annals®. He was still reigning when Hsiian-tsang, in 630 a.d., passed through the vast region 
which acknowledged his sovereignty. The gracious reception which he accorded to the pilgrim 


^ See Ritter, Asim, v. p. 422, 

' Compare, for the Chinese records bearing on the Heph- 
thalites and their conquests, Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp. 224 
sqq.; Voyage de Song Yun, p. 24. Sung Yiin, who in 520 
A.D. visited both the Yeh-ta seats in Badakhshan and the king 
(Mihirakula) representing their power in Gandhara, distinctly 
attests Khotan as the eastern limit of the vast dominion 
tributary to them; see Voyage de Song Fun, p. 26. The 
Pei shih, which derives its notices about the Hephthalites 
from Sung Yiin's mission, mentions Sha-U (Kashgar) along 
with Sogdiana, Khotan, Bokhara, and over thirty smaller 
states, as among the ‘ Western countries ’ subject to them. 

® A rich storehouse of precise information on the history 
of the Western Turks has been opened up to us by 
M. Chavannes’ translations and critical exposition of the 
Chinese records concerning them in his Doctmenis sur les 
Tou-hiue (Pares) occidettlatcx, 1903. A masterly analysis of 


the results obtained from these records and other sources 
is given in the JSssai sur I'his/oire des Tou-kiue occidentaux, 
forming Part IV of that work, pp. 217-303. Regarding the 
conquest of the Hephthalite dominions, see particularly 
pp. 226 sqq. 

’ Interesting glimpses of these royal encampments and 
their barbaric splendour have been preserved for us by the 
Byzantine embassies which were sent to the court of the 
early Khakans between 568 and 577 a.d. for the sake of 
alliances against the Persians ; see Chavannes, Turcs occid., 
pp. 235 sqq. 

‘ Compare Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp, 52, 263 sqq. 

» See Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp. 263 sqq. The Chinese 
Shih-hu (Chavannes, Che-hou, Beal, Feh-hu) is a transcription 
of the Turkish title Jabgu, which appertained to the sovereign 
chiefs of the Western Turks; compare Chavannes, Turcs 
occid., p. 24, note i. 
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sufficed to open for the latter all roads as far as Kapi^a In that very year T'ung Shlh-hu 
Kagan was murdered, and with his death the confederacy of the ten tribes constituting the 
Western Turks broke up into two great groups, each apparently under a succession of separate 
Kagans, and engaged in constant hostilities. 

The Chinese, who in the same year, 630 a.d., had succeeded in defeating and finally 
subjugating the Northern Turks, did not fail to profit by the internal feuds of the Western 
T'u-chiieh, and gradually set about to reduce the territories which once formed the western 
dependencies of their empire. In 640 an Imperial army crossed the great desert and occupied 
Kao-ch'ang or Turfan, whose prince had already, in 630, paid homage at the Chinese court, but 
had subsequently proved refractor3^ The Protectorate of An-hsi was established in that territory, 
strategically so important for an advance west^vards, and a garrison placed there In 644 A.v. 
the king of Kara-shahr, who had in 632 sent an embassy to the Imperial court, but had 
afterwards sought independence by an alliance with the Western Turks, was vanquished and 
carried off as a prisoner. Already, in 641, the internal dissensions of the Turks had given the 
Emperor T'ai-tsung the opportunity of installing a nominee of his own, Yi-p'i shih-kuei Kagan, 
as chief over the western division of the tribes. Envoj's sent by him with tribute arrived at 
the Imperial court. When the Turkish Kagan, in the year 646, asked for the hand of a 
Chinese princess, T‘ai-tsung claimed in return the states of Kucha, Khotan, Kashgar, Kar- 
ghalik (Chu-chii-po), and Ts'ung-Iing or Sarikol as a marriage gift ’2. 

The possession of the whole of the Tarim Basin which this claim implied was not to be 
•attained by such means. T'ai-tsung then set about to conquer the territories he had failed to 
secure through diplomacj^ and had reduced Kucha before he died in 649 a.d.'®. The king of 
Khotan, too, impressed by this victory of the Chinese arms, hastened to make his submission 
and to resume allegiance to the Empire, the tradition of which had probably never ceased 
completely in that state Under Kao-tsung, who succeeded to the imperial throne (650- 
683 A.D.), the policy of expansion weshvards was maintained with vigour, and soon led to 
unexpected triumphs. After the death of T'ai-tsung a Kagan called Ho-lu, who had previously 
sought refuge within the nortli-western border of the Empire, revolted, and within a short time 
established his ascendancy over the whole of the Western Turk tribes. But this revival of 
Turkish power ^vas short-lived. In a series of campaigns extending from 652-658 the Imperial 
armies, valiantly supported by the Uigurs, vanquished in succession the Karluks and other 
allies of the Turks, and finally defeated the latter under Ho-lu himself in a decisive battle on 
the Hi, With the capture of Ho-lu, who had fled to Tashkend, in 658 a.d., the dominion of 
the Western Turks came finally to an end, and China could proceed to annex officially the 
whole of the vast region over which the Turkish Kagans had ruled, or at least asserted 
a nominal sovereignty'®. 

The administrative organization which the Chinese proceeded to give to their huge conquests, 
extending to Kabul in the south and to the confines of Persia westwards, is detailed in the T'ang 
Annals, forming a document of the greatest interest for the history and geography of Central 


Hsfian-tsang found ‘Shih-hu, the Kagan of the Turks 
on a hunting expedition near Tokmak, west of Lake Issik- 
kul. The account of this visit preserved by the pilgrim's 
biographer vividly records the impressions he received of the 
power of the Turkish chief and the magnificence of his 
entourage. See Vie de H.-T., pp. 55 sqq.; and Chavannes, 


Turcs occid; p. 194, where HsCian-tsang’s Shih-hu Kagan 
was first identified, 

’* See Chavannes, ibid., pp. 105 sqq., 266. 

See ibid., pp. 31 sq., 59, 266. 

“ See ibid., pp. ti6 sq., 267. 

See ibid., p. 126. 

“ See ibid,, pp, 59-67, 267 sq. 
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Asia «. Here we are concerned only with the territories of Eastern Turkestan. The Protectorate 
of An-hsi which, as we have seen, had in 640 a.d. been established in Turfan (Kao-ch'ang) for 
the purpose of extending Chinese control over these territories, was in 658 a. d., immediately 
after the final victory over the Turks, definitely transferred to Kucha (Ch'iu-tzu) 

The passage of the T ang Annals tells us that this Protectorate was intended to govern 
Yii-tten (Khotan), Suei-shih (Tokmak), and Su-li, the whole of these territories (including Kucha 
itself) being henceforth known as the ‘Four Garrisons’. There can be no doubt that this term 
^ ^ included all Eastern Turkestan, not merely the territories actually enumerated as seats 
of the ‘ F our Garrisons ’. The official list of the latter subsequently underwent a change, by 
the substitution of Kara-shahr for Tokmak, at a date variously stated as 670 or 719 a. n.; but 
the application of the term itself, in the sense above indicated, remained the same as long 
as the supremacy of the Tangs in the Tarim Basin lasted^®. 

The fact that Kashgar figures from the first in the official list of the ‘Four Garrisons’ 
shows the importance which the Chinese attached to this state. The Imperial decree finally 
ordering the administrative organization of Su-M and Chu-chu-p'an or Karghalik, along with 
a number of Trans-Oxus states, was issued in the year 659^®. But other passages in the 
T'ang Annals prove that the actual establishment of Chinese authority at Kashgar was not 
effected immediately. The authority of the Kagans, who after the capture of Ho-lu had been 
placed by the Emperor in charge of the defeated tribes of the Western Turks, appears to 
have been very weak, Tu-man (also designated as A-hsi-chieh cliiieh-ssii-chiii), the chief of one 
of the Nu-shih-pi tribes belonging to the Western Turks, rose in rebellion, and carrying with 
him the states of Su- 1 ^, Chu-chii-po (Karghalik), and Ho-p'an-t'o or Ts'ung-ling (Sarlkol), attacked 
and conquered Khotan. A Chinese force was sent against him, and succeeded in defeating 
and capturing him in the year 660 somewhere on the Upper Yaxartes 

We have already had occasion to note that the states subject to the Western Turks, but 
outside the tracts actually occupied by their semi-nomadic tribes, retained their local rulers. 
The desert regions of the Tarim Basin and the small oases interspersed between them were 
by their physical conditions effectually protected against such occupation; and accordingly the 
Chinese conquest found Kashgar and the other territories of Eastern Turkestan under the rule 
of indigenous princes whose allegiance to their suzerain must have depended mainly upon the 


“ The geographical chapter of the T'ang Annals furnishes 
a detailed list of the protectorates, governments, and districts 
established in a portion of the territories annexed after the 
conquest of the Western Turks. This list, first brought to 
notice by A. R^musat in his ‘ Remarques sur I'extension de 
I’Empire chinois du c6t^ de I’Occident’ {Mi/moires def Academic 
des Inscr., vol. viii. 1827), has been exhaustively analysed 
and supplemented from other sources by M. Chavannes, 
Tuns occid., pp, 67-71, and again pp. 270 sqq. Unfortu- 
nately the original ‘treatises with maps on the Western 
countries which were presented to the throne in 658 and 
661 A.D. by the officer entrusted by imperial order with the 
survey and organization of the newly-annexed territories 
{Tuns occid., pp. 119, 156), have not been preserved. 

" See Chavannes, ibid., p- 118. 

From a record in the encyclopaedia Ts S fii yilan kuei 
translated by M. Chavannes, in Noies addit. sur les Tou-kiue 
occid., p. 19, it is seen that a Protectorate of the ‘Four 
Garrisons’ was first established by T'ai-tsung at Kucha in 


648 or 649, after the reduction of that territory in the first- 
named year. Kao-tsung, however, on his accession in 650 
A.D., decided to abandon this advanced garrison, and conse- 
quently ordered the Protectorate of An-hsi to be re-established 
at Kao-ch'ang or Turfan. 

” The history of the term ‘Four Garrisons’ has been 
discussed with critical thoroughness by M. Chavannes, 
Turcs occid., pp. 113 sq., note. 

The variation in the records concerning the date when 
Kara-shahr took the place of Tokmak may possibly be due 
to the fact that popular usage had anticipated the official 
alteration of the list consequent upon the abandonment of 
Tokmak in 719 a.d. by the Chinese. Kara-shahr, by its 
position within the region defined by the T ien-shan and 
Kun-lun, certainly fitted better than Tokmak near Lake 
Issik-kul into a list of names which probably soon acquired 
a geographical significance distinct from political conditions. 

” Compare Chavannes, ibid., pp. 141, note, 268, note. 

s” See ibid., pp. 72 sq., 307 sq. 
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latter’s power to enforce it. In this light it can in no way surprise us to find, from the Tang 
Annals, that embassies from Kashgar as well as from the other states of Eastern Turkestan 
reached the Imperial court, with what Chinese historiographers were probabl}' justified in recording 
as offers of submission, long before Cliinesc supremacy was actually c.xtendcd over the whole 
of those regions. The notice on Su-lc contained in the T'ang Annals mentions the first embassy 
of the king of Kashgar in the year 635, and a .second, bringing products of the country as 
tokens of submission, in 639*'. We may .safely recognize in the date of the earlier mission, 
and in the dates recorded for the first embassies from other states of Eastern Turkestan, 
a proof of the deep and wide.spread iinpro.ssion which the Chinese triumph over the Northern 
Turks in 630 a. n. and the simultaneous disruption of the .Western tribes must have produced 
among the tributaries of the latter 

Cliinesc authority over Ka.shgar and the rest of the 'Pour Garri.sons' was destined soon First irrup- 
to undergo severe checks. Already in the year 662 a rebellion broke out among the Western 
Turks, and a Chinese army sent to repress it, while marching to the soutli of Kfushgar, suffered 662-692’ 
humiliation at the hands of a force of tlic Tibetans whom the Kung-yileh, a northern tribe 
from the Hi region, had incited to invasion The Tibetans who, after their conquest of the 
Kiiku-Nor region (663 a. i\), rapidly rose to be formidable rivals of the Chinese power in 
Central Asia, availed themselves of the difficulties caused to the latter by the internal dissensions 
of tlic Turkish tribes and their succc.ssivc defection. Urged on by the Kung-yUch and the 
ruler of Kashgar, they attacked, in the year 665. Khotan which had to be relieved by Chinese 
troops 

After a terrible defeat inflicted on the Imperial forces in 670 a. d,. north of the Kuku-Nor, 
the Tibetans were free to make thcm.sclvcs masters of the 'Four Garrisons’-*. It is true, 
a Chinese record tells us of the Kung-yllch and the king of Su-le, frightened by the approach 
of an Imperial army, having offered their submi.ssion in the year 673*'. But this success can 
only have been ephemeral ; for the plain statements of the T'ang Annals show that the Tibetans 
completely subjected Kashgar during the years 676-67S, and in fact retained possession of the 
whole of the ‘Four Garrisons’ from that time until 692 In that year a victorious e.vpcdition 
under the Chinese general Wang Hsiao-chieh rc-c.stabli.shcd the Protectorate of An-hsi at Kucha, 
and by maintaining tlierc a garri.son of thirty thousand men recovered once more the territories 
previously subject to it=". 

For more than half a century after this re-conquest the ‘Four Garrisons’ served as the Chinese 
base from which the Chinese endeavoured to assert their influence over the territories to the west 
and south-west. In these endeavours they had to face two powerful enemies, the Arabs in the Arabs and 
west and the Tibetans in the south, and the success with which on the whole this double T’betans. 
struggle was maintained during the reign of the Emperor MsUan-lsung (713-762 a. D.) renders 
this period one of great historical interest. M. Chavannes, whose merit it is to have first 
rendered accessible and elucidated the ample Chinese accounts referring to this period, has 


•' See Charannes, Turct cca'd., pp. 121 pq., where tlic 
Notice on Su-le has been translated from chap, ccxxi. of the 
J " ariff shu. 

” According to the testimony of the T* ang Annals, the 
first embassy from Kara-shahr (Ycn-ch'i) arrived in 632 a.d., 
from Khotan (YU-l'icn) in 632, from Sarikol (Ho-p'an-t'o) in 
635, from Chu-cIiU-po (Karghalik) in 639 ; see Chavannes, 
ibid., pp. in, 126, 125, lai, resp. Turnin(Kao-ch'ang) and 
Kucha (Ch'iu-tzii), whose royal families appear to have been 


more closely connected with China, had already sent missions 
after the accession of Kao-lsu (618 a.d.), and hastened to 
give fresh evidence of their devotion in' 630; comp. 
Chavannes, Ti/res oca'd., pp. 103, 115., 

” Compare Chavannes, ibid., pp. 122, note, 280. 

*• See ibid., p. 122, note. 

” Sec ibid., pp. n.(, note, 280 sq. 

” See ibid., p. 122, note. ” Comp, ibid., pp. 119, 122. 
” Compare ibid., pp. 119, 179 note. 
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critically focussed its varied historical aspects by a masterly analysis in chapters viii and ix of 
his Essai sur I'ldstoire des Tott-kiue occidcntanx”'^ . Our references to the events which affected 
the Tarim Basin and Kashgar may therefore be brief. 

For more than two decades after the recovery of the ‘Four Garrisons’, Chinese policy 
towards the West appears to have been purely defensive. The internal conditions of the empire 
during the usurpation of the Empress Wu (684-705 A.D.), and still more the revival of the power 
of the Northern Turks under the great chief Kapagan Kagan, called Mo-cho in the Chinese 
Annals (691-716 a. d.), fully account for this. In the year 699 all the tribes of the Western Turks 
acknowledged the sovereignty of Kapagan Kagan, and it was consequently to the latter and 
not to the Chinese court that the princes of the Oxus region and Sogdiana turned for help 
against the rising tide of Arab invasion®®. During the years 705—715 a series of brilliant 
expeditions under the leadership of the famous Qutayba ibn Muslim carried the Muhammadan 
arms victoriously across Balkh to Bukhara, Samarkand, and Farghana. The armed intervention 
of the Kagan of the Northern Turks, residing far away on the banks of the Orkhon, failed 
to afford protection. Thus when, in the year 714, the Chinese, evidently in pursuance of the 
more active foreign policy initiated by the Emperor Hsuan-tsung, recovered their supremacy 
over the Western Turks, they soon found themselves face to face with the Arabs 

The revolt of Qutayba against the Khalifa Sulayman, and his subsequent death in the year 
715, appear to have occurred most opportunely for the ends of Chinese policy. On the 
Muhammadan side Tabari's Chronicle informs us of a victorious expedition of Qutayba to 
Kashgar, ‘ a city near the Chinese frontier ’, effected evidently at the commencement of Sulayman’s 
reign (7 15-7 17 a.d.) On the other hand Chinese historical records show that in the year 715 the 

Chinese general Chang Hsiao-sung, setting forth from the Protectorate of Aii-hsi or Kucha, 
and supported by neighbouring tributary tribes, succeeded in forcibly reinstating the king of 
Pahan-na or Farghana, whom the Arabs and Tibetans in alliance had driven from his territoiq^ 
This initial success of the Chinese was promptly followed by offers of submission from a number 
of states in the ‘Western Regions’, extending from Ta-yiian, or Tashkend, to C/d-pm or the 
Kabul Valley®®. 

The rebellion of the Turgash tribe of the Western Turks brought once more, in 717, the 
allied Arabs and Tibetans into the territory of the ‘Four Garrisons’, where the towns of Ush- 
Turfan and Ak-su, on the route between Kashgar and Kucha, were besieged by them®*. The 
Chinese sgraffito discovered by me in the Endere temple, with its date of 7^9 a. d., shows that, 
at about the same time Tibetan inroads continued into the southern portion of the Tarim 
Basin®®. But Chinese diplomacy soon succeeded in checking the danger from the side of the 
Turgash; and though effective control over the territory properly belonging to the Western 
Turks was not recovered by the Chinese until 73 ^i reign of HsUan-tsung was a period of 
prolonged consolidation for their power within the ‘ Four Garrisons Without the firm position 
thus secured in the Tarim Basin it would have been impossible for Chinese policy to exercise 
that remarkable activity, diplomatic and military, in distant territories to the west and south-west, 
which a series of interesting records and diplomatic documents attest for the years 
719 to 751®°* 


« See Turcs occid., pp. 281, 299. 

See ibid., pp. 282 sq., 288 sqq. 

“ Compare ibid., pp. 283, 290. 

Compare Bretschneider, Mediaeval Researches, ii. p. 46, 
quoting Zotenberg’s translation of Tabari, iv. p. 198. 


^ See 7 }/res occid:, pp. 148 note, 291. 

See ibid., p. 284, note. 

" See below chap. xii. 

^ See regarding this extension of Chinese influence, 

Tures occid., 'p'p. -2g2-'j. 
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During that period the suzerainty of China was acknowledged by all the states which Chinese 
Muhammadan invasion threatened, from Kashmir to the Oxus and Yaxartes, and even to distant gy^your 
Tabaristan on the shores of the Caspian Sea. Imperial decrees, royal titles, and occasional Garrisons,’ 
missions were intended to strengthen the princes of these states in their resistance by a kind ?^9-75i 
of moral support. But the Chinese administration of the ‘Four Garrisons’ was ready for 
more vigorous measures, whenever it was necessary to bar the Tibetans from access to the 
route which might have enabled them to join hands with the Arabs, their old allies. This route 
led through Gilgit and Yasin, the Little P'o-lu of the T'ang Annals, to the Upper Oxus; and 
we have already had occasion, in chapter i, to discuss in detail the expeditions which the Chinese 
undertook from the ‘ Four Garrisons ’ to prevent this strategically important territory from falling 
into the hands of the Tibetans®’. In 722 A. D. it was the Sub-Delegate of Kashgar who, at the 
head of four thousand troops, succoured the king of Little P o-Iii, and helped him to expel the 
Tibetans. Similarly Kao Hsien-chih, when setting out in the year 747 to wrest Little P'o-lu 
from the Tibetans, commenced his famous march over the Pamirs and Hindukush from Kashgar. 

Kao Hsien-chih, under Avhose leadership the troops of the ‘Four Garrisons’ in 750 a second Defeat of 
time triumphantly penetrated south of the Hindukush®®, was destined also to bring about the chih^s'i”' 
event which marked the commencement of the rapid decline of Chinese power in the ‘Western a.d. 
Regions’. Having forcibly intervened in the same year (750 a.d.) in the affairs of the tributary 
kingdom of Tashkend, he treacherously put to death its ruler and excited the wrath of the 
people by his cupidity and oppression. The king’s son stirred up the neighbouring populations 
against the Chinese and called in the aid of the Arabs. In the summer of 751 Kao Hsien-chih 
marched against the latter and their native allies ; but his auxiliaries of the Karluk tribes revolted 
against him, and taken thus in front and rear Kao Hsien-chih, near the town of Talas (now 
Auliata), suffered a crushing defeat, from which Chinese authority never recovered 

A succession of disasters which about the same time overtook the imperial arms in Internal 
Yiin-nan, at the other end of the empire, and the subsequent rise of a dangerous pretender to 
the throne, made it impossible for Hsiian-tsung and his son Su-tsung, in whose favour he 
abdicated in 757, to direct their attention to the exposed dominions in the West^“. On the 
contrary, the frontier garrisons had to be denuded of troops in order to succour the dynasty 
threatened in its very existence'*’. We have a significant indication of this in the fact that 
among the forces which finally recovered the Imperial capital of Ch'ang-an (Hsi-an-fu) in 757, 
contingents of soldiers from the Protectorates of An-hsi, or Kucha, and Pei-fing (near Guchen) 
from Farghana, and even from the Arabs are mentioned*®. The Tibetans, who had helped to 
foment these grave troubles, did not fail to turn to account the opportunity offered. From 
the years 758-759 onwards they gradually overran the regions of Ho and Lung, corresponding 
to the present province of Kan-su and the extreme west of Shan-si. From the time when 
they were completely established there, about 766 a.d., all direct communication between China 
and the Protectorates of An-hsi and Pei-t'ing was interrupted**. 

Concerning the final phase of Chinese dominion in these distant western territories, the 
T'ang Annals furnish a series of brief but interesting data, which M. Chavannes has lucidly 

" See regarding these expeditions, above pp. 7 sqq. Guchen, and corresponding to that of Besh-balik (‘ Five 

“ See above, p. ri ; Turcs occid., p. 214, note. cities’) of Mongol times; see Chavannes, Turcsoccid., pp. rr 

Compare Turcs occid., pp. 142 sq., 297. sq. The territories governed from Pei-t'ing lay mainly north 

“ See ibid., pp. 298 sq. of the T'ien-shan. 

Compare Bushell, Early History of Tibet, p. 41. Turcs occid., p. 299. 

"The administrative centre of Pei-t'ing occupied a ** See Bushe}], Early Histo/y 0/ Tibet, p. 41; Chzvunnes 

position about eighteen miles to the west of the present T’wrrvr occfisf., p. 1 14 note, and below Appendix / 4 . 
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End of 
occupation 
of ‘ Four 
Garrisons.’ 


Wu-k'ung’s 
visit to 
‘ Four Gar- 
risons,’ A.D. 
786-789. 


set^ forth in the concluding part of his contribution, printed below in Appendix A, on the 
Chinese records from Dandan-Uiliq«. They show that, noUvithstanding their isolation from the 
rest of the empire, the Chinese governors of the ‘Four Garrisons’ and of Pei-t'ing succeeded 
in maintaining their authority over the territories confided to their charge for a comparatively 
long ^period. Kuo Hsin, the resident governor of the ‘Four Garrisons,’ and his colleague of 
Pei-t'ing, who commanded at Kami and Turfan, after having been completely cut off for fifteen 
years, succeeded in 781 in sending envoys to the Imperial court through the friendly territorj^ 
of the Uigurs. 

The biography of Kuo Hsin shows that the Emperor Te-tsung liberally rewarded the 
faithful governors and all their officers by grants of higher rank and other honours for having 
maintained Chinese authority under such difficulties But effective succour such as the 
governors had, no doubt, eagerly solicited, was not to be obtained from the enfeebled Empire. 
In fact, another historical record shows that in 784 the Emperor seriously considered the recall 
of Kuo Hsin and his colleague Li Yiian-chung. This step was checked by the representations 
of his ministers, who urged the advantage of retaining at least a semblance of Chinese authority 
in the Tarim Basin and in the region adjoining it on the north-east. The time for the final 
disappearance of this authority was close at hand, and it is a fortunate chance which allows us 
to verify its survival during these last few years from the testimony of a contemporary 
witness. 


This is furnished by the itinerary of the Chinese pilgrim Wu-k'ung, who, after a residence 
in India of more than thirty years, made his return journey to China during the years 786- 
789 through the 'Four Garrisons’ and Pei-t'ing^b Coming from Tokharistan and the territory 
of Chu-mi-chih, or the ancient Komedi, he reached Su-I^ or Sha -16 some time in 786 He 
mentions there, besides the king P'ei L^ng-l^ng, the deputy governor Lu Yang, who judging 
by his name appears to have been a Chinese official. In Khotan he found as king Wei-ch'ih 
Yao, otherwise known to us from Chinese records, with the deputy-governor Chfing CliU. 
In Ch'iu-tzu, i.e, Kucha, Wu-k'ung duly mentions Kuo Hsin, ‘Great Protector of An-hsi ’, 
with a string of high titles, at the head of the administration. In Kara-shahr (Wu-k'ung’s 
Wu-ch'i), too, a Chinese deputy-governor is noticed besides a local ruler. Pei-t'ing, the adminis- 
trative centre of the Protectorate adjoining the ‘ Four Garrisons ’ to the nortli-east, Avas still 
under Chinese administration when Wu-k'ung Avas setting • out from there in 789 in the suite 
of an Imperial delegate returning to China. The route through the Gobi Avas closed, no doubt 
by the Tibetans. Hence the devious route through the territory of the Uigurs^ had to be 
taken by the travellers, and it Avas only in 79 ^ that Wu-k ung arrived at Ch ang-an, the 
Imperial capital. 


Compare below chap. ix. sec. vi. 

The Imperial decree reproduced in the biography of 
the Chiu Tang shii, and translated by !M. Chavannes (see 
below Appendix A), is lavish in terms of generous ac- 
knowledgement of the merits of the two governors, Avho 
besides other distinctions were granted the title of ‘ Great 
Protectors’ of An-hsi (Kucha) and Pei-t'ing (Guchen), 
respectively. In the case of their staffs the years of sendee 
spent under such exceptional conditions were to be counted 
seven times over for purposes of promotion. Cheap rewards, 
indeed, considering that the Chinese ofScial system never 
knew pensions, and that few, if any, of those faithful officers 
could hope to regain their own land from their posts of e.xile. 


See MM. S, Ldvi and Chavannes’ IJIIin^raire d'Ou- 
h'ong, reprinted from Journal asiat., Sept.-Oct., 1895, 
pp. z6 sqq. 

■” This approximate date is deduced from a computation 
of (he periods indicated for IFu-k'ung’s halts at Kashgar, 
Khotan (Ytl-t'ien), Kucha {An-hsi, Ch'iu-lsii), and Kara-shalir 
{Wu-th'iJ'tn-ch'i), and the time necessarily spent on the road, 
previous to his start in 789 from Pei-t'ing for the icrritoiy 
of the Uigurs. It is seen from the itinerary that Wu-k'ung 
made prolonged halts in every one of the cities counted 
among the ‘ Four Garrisons,’ staying five months in KHshgar, 
six in Khotan, over twelve in Kucha, and three in 
Kara-shahr. 
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Sec. iii] 

In that very year, or at the latest in 791 a. d., the Protectorate of Pei-t'ing was taken by the Tibetan 
Tibetans, and from that time onwards, as a passage of the Tzit chih c/tim quoted by 

M. Chavannes tells us, noiliing more is heard of An-hsi or the ‘ Four Garrisons ’ With this Basin, 
event Eastern Turkestan disappears from the horizon of the Annalists of tlie Tang dynasty, 
and obscurity falls over its history for more than a century. 

At first the whole of the Tarim Basin appears to liave passed under the predominance 
of the Tibetans, who for a time even became dangerous neighbours to their old allies, the Arabs, 
in the region of the Upper O.xus. But between S60 and S73 a. d. their supremacy was broken bj' 
the Uigurs, who established a powerful kingdom comprising the region once ruled from Pei-t'ing 
and extending westward as far as Ak-su Khotan apparently regained independence. The 
rest of the territories once comprised in the ‘Four Garrisons’ arc found subject to Turkish 
princes of the Karluk tribe, ordinarily residing at Balasaghfin near Lake Issik-Kul, when earl}' 
in die tenth century some scanty information about this region again becomes available from 
Muhammadan sources. Between the j ears 926 and 941 a.d. occasional missions from these princes 
to the Chinese court are mentioned in the Annals of the Liao •*'. 

Very soon after the last date must be placed the conversion to Islam of the ruler who Islam 
held the territories from the Issik-Kul to Kiishgar, and who under the name of Satok Boriira established 

° ^ lit Kiishgar 

Khan is celebrated in popular tradition as the pious cstablisher of Muhammadanism throughout ‘ ° 
Eastern Turkestan To the effective link with the West thus established and the prominent 
part taken by Satok Boghra Khan’s successors in the disruption of the Samanide dominions 
in Central Asia we owe the steadily increasing flow of data which Muhammadan records hence- 
fordi supply about Kashgar and the adjoining regions. But the period to which they refer lies 
be)'ond the scope of our present inquiry. 


Section IV.— NOTICES OF KASHGAR DURING THE T'ANG PERIOD 


After our brief survey of the history of Eastern Turkestan generally during the second 
period of Chinese ascendancy, we may now turn to the data which are furnished about Kashgar 
by the records of this period. 

In tlie first place it will be well to review the general information derived from the notice K.=ishgar 
of the Annals on Su-Kh ' Sou-lc est appeld aussi ICiu-cha^. II a cinq mille li de tour; il described m 
est a plus de neuf mille li dc la capitale ; il s’y trouve beaucoup de deserts sablonneux et AnnalL ” 
peu de terrain cultivable. Lcs habitants aiment la tromperie. Quand un enfant est r\€, eux 


" See belovr. Appendix A. From M. Grenard’s remarks, 
Journal ana/., igoo, Jan.-F<$vr., p. 24, it appears that the 
Turkish tribe of the Karluk helped the Tibetans to occupy 
the region of Turfan and to defeat the Uigurs, the allies 
of the Chinese. 

” The period from the final destruction of Chinese 
supremacy in Eastern Turkestan to the appearance of the 
l^Iuhammadanized Turkish rulers of Balasaghfin and Kashgar 
as claimants for the inheritance of the Samanide empire, has 
been treated with lucidity and care in M. F. Grenard’s paper, 
‘ La Idgende de Satok Boghra Khan et I'histoire,' Journal 
asiat., Jan.-Fdvr., 1900, pp. 24 sqq. Regarding the Uigur 
kingdom established, with its capital Kara-khoja, near Turfan, 
see ibid., pp. 28 sq. 


“ Sec Grcnard, loc. cit., pp. 36 sq. 

Regarding the historical data about this conversion, 
which appears to have been largely brought about by political 
motives, and certainly led to far-reaching political conse- 
quences, sec Grenard, Journal asial., 1900, Jan.-Fdvr., 
pp. 38 sqq. ; for the legendaiy’ account, as preserved in the 
popular TurkI Ta^kira of Satok Boghra Khan, compare 
ibid., pp. 7 sqq. 

’ See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 121. 

’ The first syllable of the name is to be read 

C/fVa, the whole (pronounced Ch'ia-sha) being a transcription 
of the earliest form underlying the modern name Kashgar ; 
see above, p. 48. 
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aussi 3 lui compriment la t^te pour qu’elle prenne une forme aplanie. Ces gens se tatouent le 
corps; ils ont I’iris des yeux verdAtre. Le roi a pour nom de famille Fei\ il se surnomme 
lui-m6me A-vio-ichc\ il reside dans la ville de Kia-chc-, les Tou-kiue lui ont donnd en manage 
une de leurs filles. Il a deux mille soldats d'^lite. (Ce pays) a coutume de sacrifier au dieu 
cdleste.’ 

The description here given of the country of Kashgar and its people is substantially the 
same as that found in Hsuan-tsang’s Hsi-yil-chi, of which it is a manifest abstract. The name 
of the ruling family {P el which the concluding portion of the notice records, is actually 
found in the Imperial decree reproduced by M. Chavannes, which in 728 a.d. conferred the 
royal title on An-chih, chief of Su-l^^. It was borne also by the high Kashgar dignitary P'ei 
Kuo-liang, who in 753 a.d. came to pay homage at the Imperial court®. The title A-mo-chih 
^ similarly attested by the royal decree already referred to, and was undoubtedly 
shared by the rulers of Khotan during the eighth century. We find it not only in a record 
of the encyclopaedia fii yiian hid relating to the investiture of Wei-ch'ih Fu-chih ‘ qui 
avait les titres de A-ino-tche de Yu-t'ien’, as king of Khotan in 728 a.d.®, but also in an 
official Chinese document dating from the year 768 a. D., which was excavated at Dandan-Uiliq, 
and which Avill be discussed below 

The name of tlie capital Kia-che {Chia-shUi, ^ |^), which I am unable to trace elsewhere, 
is, noUvithstanding its different spelling, manifestly connected with the name Kashgar {C/iia-s/ia). 
The king to whom the Turks are said to have given a princess in marriage, and whose name 
is not specified, may be supposed to have been the prince actually reigning at the time of the 
Chinese annexation. The estimate of the number of his armed force is the same as that 
recorded in the Han notice on Su-l^ while in the mention of the worship of the ‘god of 
heaven ’ we must, according to M. Chavannes, recognize a reference to the Zoroastrian cult ®. 

The general description of Su- 1 ^ is followed by brief references to the embassies from this 
kingdom in the years 635 and 639 a.d., which we have already had occasion to mention. From 
M. Chavannes’ extracts from the encyclopaedia Ts'c fii yiian hiei \\& learn that in 698 a.d. (after 
the recovery of the ‘Four Garrisons' from the Tibetans) P'ei Yi-chien, king of Su-le, sent 
a mission to the Imperial court to offer his tribute®. About the year 705 we find mention of a 
palisaded camp in the territory'' of Su-I^, to which Kuo Yuan-chen, Protector of An-hsi, retired 
for safety from the attacks of rebel T'u-chueh tribes 1®. In 728 a. d. P'ei An-chih, who already had 
the title of A-mo-chih of Su-le, received his investiture as king of Su-le by an Imperial 
brevet, the text of which is preserved among the diplomatic documents of the Ts'^ fu yiian kud^^. 

A notice of the T'ang shu relating to the Turgash tribes of the T'u-chueh shows us, in 739 a.d., 
the governor of the Chinese garrison of Su-le forcibly interfering in their affairs as far as 
Talas (Auliata) 12. In 753 A. D., soon after Wu-k'ung, on his way to Gandhara, had passed through 
Kashgar, we hear of certain high dignitaries from Su-le presenting their homage at the 
Imperial court’®. After this date specific references to Kashgar in the T'ang Annals cease. 


= The Annals previously record this custom as prevailing 
among the people of Kucha. 

* See Turcs occi'd,, p. 208. 

® See ibid., p. 122; Chavannes, JVo/es addii. sur les 
Turcs occid., p. 85. 

® See Turcs occid., p, 207. 

’ See below chap. ix. sec. v.; also App. A. 

* See Turcs occid., p. 121, note 4; p. 135, note 1; 
Journal asiai., 1897, Jan-F^vr., pp. 60 sq. 


® See Notes addit. sur les Turcs occid., p. 25. 

'' Turcs occid., p. 189. 

” See ibid., pp. 122 (where the name of the ruler is 
given as An-ting), 208; Notes addit. stir les Turcs occid., 
p. 48. 

See Turcs occid., p. 84. 

” Compare Chavannes, Notes addit., pp. 85 sq.; Turcs 
occid., p. 122. Two of the dignitaries, P’ei Kuo-liang and 
A-man-erh-ho chil-pi-shih, are designated as in charge of the 
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But wc have seen that even as late as 786 A. D. Wu-k‘img, returning from India, found a Chinese 
deputy-governor at Su -16 by the side of a king, P'ei LGng-I6ng, who, as his family name shows, 
still belonged to the old local dynasty 

Authentic and precise as these data are, they are at the same time scanty. It is, therefore, 
fortunate that we are able to supplement them from the notices left to us by those Buddhist 
pilgrims w'ho visited Kashgar on their way to or from China. The information derived from 
the oldest of these has but recently become available to us through M. Chavannes’ researches, 
and in particular his ingenious identification of Fa-hsien's Chieh-ch'a The biography of 
Kumarajiva records a visit of this Indian pilgrim to Sha-l& or Kashgar about 400 a.d., and 
specially mentions that he placed there on his head the alms-bowl {patrci) of Buddha which 
was believed to possess the miraculous quality of changing its weight. Now the Chinese monk 
Chih-m£ng, w'ho proceeded to India via Lop-Nor and Khotan in the year 404 a.d., and whose 
biography M. Chavannes first brought to liglit from the Japanese Tripitaka, witnessed the 
identical miracle when handling Buddha’s alms-bow’l, w'hich was showm to him in the kingdom 
of Ch'i-sha ^ The identity of the miraculous experiences recorded by these two 

pilgrims, and the close approach of the form Clti-sha to the name Cliia-sha given to 

Kashgar by HsUan-tsang and the T'ang Annals’®, leave no doubt that Chih-mSng’s notice 
refers to Kashgar. 

Now' Chih-m6ng saw' at Ch'i-sha, besides Buddha’s alms-bowd, also his spittoon, which he 
describes as being made of a stone of variegated colour; and it is the mention of this relic 
in Fa-hsien’s account of Chieh-ch'a ^ w'hich supplies the most convincing argument for 
M. Chavannes’ identification of the latter territoty with Kashgar. We have already, in the 
chapter dealing w-ith Sarlkol, traced the route w'hich Fa-hsien and his fellow-pilgrims followed 
from YU-t'ien or Khotan to Tash-kurghun In the latter locality, which Fa-hsien mentions 
by the name Yii-vto, abbreviated from Ch'Uan-yii-mo they halted to keep the season of 
' retreat’, probably during the summer of 402 a. d. ‘When this w'as over, they went on among the 
hills for t^venty-five days, and got to Chieh-ch'a.’’® The direct route of travellers bound for 
India from Tash-kurghan w'ould, no doubt, have Iain to the south-w-est, across the Pamirs, 
and not nortlnvard to Kashgar. But the necessity of rejoining the companions w'ho had pre- 
ceded him to Chieh-ch'a direct from Khotan ®®, and the desire to visit an important religious 
centre, suffice, as M. Chavannes justly observes, to account for Fa-hsien’s ddtour to Kashgar. 
Yet the pilgrim’s narrative allows us to discern a further and, perhaps, even more cogent cause 


districts of Kitn and A 7 « which seem to have 
belonged to the territory ruled from Kashgar. 

See L’llineraire d" Ou-k'ong^ p. 26 ; above p. 64. 

Compare, regarding the identification of Fa-hsien’s 
Chieh-ch'a and Chih-meng's Ch'i-sha with Kashgar, Chavannes, 
Voyage de Song Fun, p. 54 sq. 

See above p. 48. 

” See above p. 28. 

Compare Voyage de Song Fun, p. 55 note, for hi. Cha- 
vannes’ convincing emendation of Fil-hui into 

FU-mo ^ ; also above p. 28. 

” Compare Travels of Fd-hien, transl. Legge, p. 22 (where 
the name of the territory is spelt ICeeh-ch'd). 

“ See Travels of Fd-hien, p. 18. The fact of these 
fellow-pilgrims having left Fa-hsien at Khotan in order to 
proceed in advance to Chieh-ch'a is rightly considered by 


M. Chav.inncs as an indication that Chieh-ch'a could not 
have been separated from Khotan by great distances and 
formidable obstacles ; ‘Ce n’est pas au moment d’entreprendre 
la partie la plus difficile d’un voyage qu'une caravane se 
divise.’ Such distances and obstacles would certainly have 
confronted the travellers if Chieh-ch'a had been situated, as 
all previous interpreters supposed, to the south of the 
Hindukush, The only locality in that direction with which 
the name Chieh-ch'a might possibly suggest a connexion is 
Chieh-shih, identified above with Chitral (see pp. 14 sq.). But 
such an assumption is precluded by the clear statement that 
Fa-hsien and his companions from Chieh-ch'a ‘ went west- 
wards towards North India ’, and only ‘ after being on the 
way for a month succeeded in getting across and through 
the range of the Onion mountains ’ {^Travels of Fd-hien, 
p. 24), 


Fa-hsien’s 
notice of 
Kashgar. 


Fa-hsien’s 
route to 
Kashgar. 
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ra-hsicn’s 
clcscripiion 
of Kfishgar. 


Buddha’s 
spittoon and 
aims-bowi. 


for the northward digression of the pious company, ‘ It happened that the king of the country 
was then holding the pancha-parhhad, that is, in Chinese, the great quinquennial assembly. 
When this is to be held the king requests the presence of the Sramans from all quarters of 
his kingdom. They come as if in clouds; and when they are all assembled, their place of 
session is grandly decorated, &c.’ =' The glowing description which follows of the splendour of 
the assembly and of the lavish offerings made to it by the king and his ministers of ‘all sorts 
of precious things, and articles which the l^rnmans require', plainly shows that the attractions 
of this exceptional occasion were not likely to be neglected by a party of poor monks wholly 
dependent on charity for their progress on a distant journey 

Fa-hsien’s description of Chieh-cha agrees well with what we othertvise know of Kashgar 
old or modern. The remark that ‘the country, being among the hills and cold, does not 
produce the other cereals, and only the wheat gets ripe ’ =•’, is illustrated by the fact of rice, 
the only Turkestan cereal requiring more warmth, not being cultivated to any extent in 
Kashgar, but imported from Yarkand or Ak-su Nor is it difficult for any one who has 

experienced the sudden transition in this region from the hot days of the late summer to a chilly 
and winterlike autumn, just about harvest-time, to understand the custom next related by 
Fa-hsien. ‘ After the monks have received their annual portion (of the wheat), the mornings 
suddenly show the hoar-frost, and on this account the king always begs the monks to make 
the wheat ripen before they receive their portion.’'^' 

The pilgrim then proceeds to mention ‘a spittoon which belonged to Buddha, made of 
stone, and in colour like his alms-bow'l This alms-bowl was seen by Fa-hsien in Purusapura 
or Peshawar, where it was a chief object of pious worship, and is described by him there as 
‘ of various colours, black predominating, with the seams that show its fourfold composition 
distinctly marked While we thus find Fa-hsien's account of the sacred spittoon in full 
accord with Chih-meng’s above-quoted description, there yet arises the question why Fa-hsien 
at Chieh-ch'a should pass over in silence the alms-bowl which both Chih-mfing and Kumarajiva, 
within a few years of his visit, had seen at Kashgar. The answer which M. Chavannes suggests 
to this question appears to me in all respects adequate. Fa-hsien, too, may well have seen 
the alms-bowl showm at Kashgar; but as he subsequently at Peshawar saw that sacred relic in 
a specimen which, from the antiquity of the legends attaching to it and the magnificence of 
the enshrining monastery, must have appeared to him the only authentic one, he would naturally 
be induced to preserve a judicious silence as to the Kashgar counterpart-’. On the other 


'' Travels of Fd-hien, p. 2Z. 

’’ For Fa-hsien’s discriminative appreciation of the 
hospitality and charitable contributions accorded to himself 
and his companions, compare, e.g., his remarks (ibid., p. 15) 
on the niggardly conduct of the people of Woo-e (Wu-yi) 
and the consequent return of some of his party to Kao-cKang 
(vicinity of Turfan), ‘ (o obtain there the means of continuing 
their journey.’ Nor need we underrate his partiality for 
witnessing the display of great religious functions as exem- 
plified by his remaining behind at Khotan for three months 
in order to see the brilliant procession of images from the 
chief monasteries ; see ibid., pp. 18 sq. 

^ Travels of Fd-hten, p. 23. 

See Yarkand Mission Reporl, p. 504 note. 

In the vicinity of Yarkand, which undoubtedly enjoys 
a warmer climate than Kashgar, I found in 1900 the harvest 


proceeding close to the end of September. Yet already by 
the 24th of that month the weather became cloudy and the 
temperature distinctlycold ; comp.Ruins of Khotan, pp. i ^rsq. 

=* See Travels of Fd-hien, p. 35; compare note 4 for 
references as to the Buddhist legend which accounted for 
the variegated colour of the sacred Patra by its miraculous 
composition out of four distinct stone bowls presented to 
Buddha by the four deities of the Quarters. Compare also 
Vopage de Song Yun, p. 55, note 2, and Hsuan-tsangj 
Mimoires, i. p. 482. 

^ It would require a separate monograph to trace the 
worship of Buddha’s alms-bowl at the numerous places 
where pious belief of various periods and different nations 
located it. A legend heard by Fa-hsien in Purusapura 
(Peshawar) told of the attempt which' a king of the Yiieh- 
chih had made in old limes to carry off the sacred relic, 
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hand, he has not failed to inform us of Chieh-ch'a, like so many other places, having boasted 
of ‘ a tooth of Buddha, for which the people have reared a Stupa, connected with which there 
are more than a thousand monks and their disciples, all students of the Hinayana’^®. 

The only reference which Fa-hsien makes to the industrial products of Chieh-ch'a concerns 
materials of dress. These are said to comprise different kinds of fine woollen cloth (thus 
Legge ; ‘ felt ’, according to Beal’s translation) and of serge ; apart from these ‘ the dress of the 
common people is of coarse materials, as in our country of Ch'in'. Hsuan-tsang, too, notices 
the felts and excellent fabrics as well as the fine and skilfully woven carpets of Kashgar, which 
even at the present day continues to export considerable quantities of rough but durable 
cotton goods 2®. 

Of the two Chinese pilgrims Fa-yung and Tao-yo, we know that they passed through 
Kashgar on their way to India about 420 a.d, and the middle of the fifth century, respectively. 
But the relations they wrote of their travels are lost, and their biographies do not supply details 
about their visits to Sha -16 or Su- 1 ^®“. Also of Dharmagupta, an Indian Buddhist scholar and 
a native of Lata or Gujarat, who travelled to China and ended his life there, we only know 
that he reached Sha-le from Kapi^a through Badakhshan, Wakhan, and Sarlkol, and that he 
resided there in the royal temple for two years (apparently about 580-582 A.D.)®h 

Hsuan-tsang, the next pious visitor of whom we have knowledge, has fortunately left us 
some accurate details concerning Ch'ia-sha or Kashgar’®. He tells us that its territory was 
about 5,000 li, or fifty marches, in circuit, that it contained plenty of sandy desert ground and 
but little cultivable soil. The latter, however, was very productive, and flowers and fruits 
abounded”. The climate is described as agreeable and temperate, winds and rain arriving 


and how the miraculous increase of its weight had baffled 
his efforts ; see Travels of Fd-hien, p. 34. The Hindu 
pilgrim Fa-wei, in a notice quoted by a Chinese Buddhist 
author who died in 327 a.d., still speaks of Buddha’s Patra 
as worshipped in the country of the Great YUeh-chih, in a 
magnificent Stupa, which apparently was the identical struc- 
ture mentioned by Fa-hsien in connexion with the relic 
(compare Voyage de Song Vim, p. gg, note 1). HsUan-tsang, 
on his visit to Purusapura, circa 630 a.d., only saw the 
ruins of a Stupa which had enclosed the Pd/ra for several 
centuries. After having circulated in various countries, it 
was then alleged to exist in Persia {Mdmoires, i. p. xo6). 
Sir H. Rawlinson believed that he traced this very relic in 
an ancient stone bowl at Kandahar, known as ‘the Alms- 
pot and enjoying miracle-working repute among Muham- 
madan devotees {/.P.A.S., xi. p. 127). 

On the other hand, we know from hlarco Polo’s detailed 
and interesting story how ' Sagamoni’s (Sakyamuni) dish 
from which that personage used to eat, which is of a very 
beautiful green porphyry ’ was worshipped on Adam’s Peak 
in Ceylon, until, in 1284, Kublai, ‘the Great Kaan’, dis- 
patched an embassy and had it brought with other sacred 
relics to the ‘city of Cambaluc’; see Yule, Marco Polo, ii. 
pp. 319 sq. Sir H. Yule, in his detailed notes on the 
passage (ibid., pp, 328 sqq.), has done justice to the his- 
torical interest attaching to the legendary accounts of ‘ this 
Patra [which] is the Holy Grail of Buddhism ’. 

The Chinese biographer of Chih-meng has not failed 
to call attention to the discrepancies in the accounts of 


various pilgrims in regard to their routes and to the places 
where they mention the sacred alms-bowl and the skull-bone 
of Buddha, another famous relic. His critical conclusion 
is this: ‘On pent voir par Ik qu'il n’y a pas rien qu’une 
route pour aller en Inde et que I’os du crane et le bol se 
ddplacent d’une manibre surnaturelle et vont parfois dans 
des lieux divers’ ( Voyage de Song Vun, p. 56). 

“ The prevalence of the Little Vehicle School at Kashgar 
is attested also by HsUan-tsang, Mimoires, ii. p. 220; the 
significance of this fact has been discussed above, pp. 56 sq. 

Regarding the cotton fabrics of Kashgar, compare 
Yarkand Mission Peporl, p. 479. Marco Polo (Yule, i. 
p. 181) also informs us that the inhabitants of 'Cascar grow 
a great deal of cotton Cotton is now cultivated throughout 
Eastern Turkestan. The production of felts at present 
chiefly centres at Khotan, and to some extent in the moun- 
tains south of Karghalik. 

Compare Chavannes, Voyage de Song Fun, pp, 57, 59 ; 
also p. 5, note. 

” See Voyage de Song Fun, ’^.(>2. Dharmagupta arrived 
at Ch'ang-an, the capital of the Sui, in 590 a.d.; his recorded 
halts, after Kashgar (at Kucha, Kara-shahr, Turfan, and Hami), 
amount to an aggregate of seven years. 

See Memoires, ii. p. 220; Si-yu-ki, ii. pp. 306 sq. 

” Marco Polo, too, specially notices ‘the beautiful 
gardens, and vineyards, and fine estates' of the people of 
‘ Cascar’; see Yule, Marco Polo, i. p. 181 ; ii. p. 594. 

The region of Kashgar still rejoices in abundance of 
excellent fruit, and well deserves the praise which Mirza 
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with regularity. ‘ The disposition of the men is fierce and impetuous, and they are mostly 
false and deceitful. They make light of decorum and politeness, and esteem learning but little.’ 

The^ uncomplimentary character here given to the inhabitants of Kashgar has a curious 
pendant in Marco Polo’s testimony, who calls the natives of 'Cascar’ ‘a wretched, niggardly 
set of people ; they eat and drink in miserable fashion Without being able to adduce from 
personal observation evidence as to the relative truth of the latter statement, I believe that 
the judgements recorded by both those great travellers may be taken as a fair reflex of the 
opinion in which the ‘ Kashgarliks are held to this day by the people of other Turkestan 
districts, especially by the Khotanese. And in the case of Hsiian-tsang at least, it seems 
probable from his long stay in, and manifest attachment to, Khotan that this neighbourly 
criticism might have left an impression upon him. 

Hsiian-tsang describes the people of Ch'ia-sha as ‘common and ignoble’ in appearance, 
and the colour of their eyes as greenish ; he also mentions their custom of painting their 
bodies. More important, from an anthropological point of view, is the observation (made by 
Hsiian-tsang also in the case of the inhabitants of Ch'ti-chih or Kucha) ■''® that it was their 
custom ‘when a child is born to compress his head with a board of wood’. Hsiian-tsang’s 
praise of the textile productions of Kashgar has already been referred to The passage 
relating to the writing of Kashgar does not appear to be clearly worded. So much, however, 
seems certain that the written characters were of an Indian type, that is, in all probability 
a variety of the Brahml script ^7, On the other hand, we are told that ‘their language and 
pronunciation are different from that of other countries’.®® 

That Buddhism at Kashgar was at the time of Hsiian-tsang’s visit in a flourishing condition, 
at least as far as the number of its followers and their zeal were concerned, is plainly shown 
by the remaining portions of the pilgrim’s notice. ‘They have a sincere faith in the religion 
of Buddha, and give themselves earnestly to the practice of it. There are several hundreds 
of Saipgharamas, with some ten thousand followers ; they study the Little Vehicle and belong 
to the Sarvastivadin school. Without understanding the principles, they recite many religious 
chants ; therefore, there are many who can say throughout the three Pitakas and the Vibkasa! 
Perhaps the want of scholarly application which the concluding words indicate, is the reason 
why Hsiian-tsang does not deign to specify a single one of those numerous religious establishments, 
and also why his biographer, so eloquent in the case of Khotan and other great religious centres, 
is satisfied with the bare mention of Ch'ia-sha®®. Yet it deserves to be noted that Su-1^ was 


Haidar, a good judge in such matters, like his kinsman 
Babar, gives to it on this account. ‘ Again most of the 
fruits of that country (Kashgar) are very plentiful. Among 
others the pears are especially good, and I never saw 
their equal anywhere else; they are, in fact, quite incom- 
parable .... Moreover, its fruits have an advantage over 
the fruits of other countries, in that they are less unwhole- 
some During the autumn it is not the custom to 

sell fruit in the provinces of Kashgar and Khotan, nor is it 
usual to hinder any one from plucking it. Nay more, it is 
planted along the roadsides, so that any one who wishes to 
do so may take of it.’ See Tankh-i-Rashldi, ed. Elias and 
Ross, p. 303. 

^ See Yule, Marco Polo, i. p. 182. 

Mtmoires, i. p. 4 ; Si-yu-ki, i. p. 1 9. 

“ See above, p. 69. 


” Julien, yWwofrw, ii. p. 220, translates: ‘Leur dcriture 
est une imitation de celle de I’Inde’; Beal, Si-yu-ki, ii. 
p. 307 ; ‘ For their writing {wriUen characters) they take 
their model from India, and although they (i.e. the forms 
of the letters) are somewhat mutilated yet they are essen- 
tially the same in form.’ An alternative translation offered 
in a footnote of Beal is manifestly not in keeping with the 
context. 

It is curious to find Marco Polo, too, mentioning of 
Kashgar : ‘ The people of the country have a peculiar lan- 
guage' (i. p. 182). From the fact of the Kudatku Bilik 
having been written at Kashgar in the eleventh century, we 
should have been led to conclude that Turki was in Marco 
Polo’s days, as it is now, the language current in Kashgar. 

« See Fie de H.-T, p. 277. 
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one of the two places to which Hsiian-tsang sent emissaries when endeavouring, before his 
departure from Khotan, to replace the sacred texts he had lost in crossing the Indus 

After Hsiian-tsang’s time I can trace records of only two Buddhist visitors to Kashgar. 
From a Chinese text quoted by M. Chavannes it appears that in 741 A. d. an Indian monk called 
Dharmacandra endeavoured to regain his country from China by way of Kashgar. Stopped on 
his further journey through Shih-ni, or Shighnan, by a local insurrection, he was obliged to return 
to Kashgar, and thence proceeded to Khotan, where he died^k Wu-k'ung passed through Kashgar 
eleven years later on his way to Gandhara^®. When he travelled back towards China about 
786 A. D. he stayed at Su-le for five months, and we have already had occasion to indicate 
the valuable evidence which his brief notice affords for those last years of Chinese control 
over the territory of the ‘ Four Garrisons ’ 

It is certain that the extension, under the T'angs, of Chinese power westwards not only 
benefited intercourse with the Indian home of Buddhism and its old seats in Central Asia, 
but also facilitated the spread into China of other religions from the West. Both Christianity 
and the Zoroastrian cult simultaneously profited by this opening for missionary enterprise. We 
know that in 621 a. n. the first fire-temple was erected at Ch'ang-an, and ten years later the 
cult of ‘ the celestial god i. e. of Ormazd, was preached in the Empire by the Magian Ho-lu 
The famous inscription of Hsi-an-fu, the old Ch‘ang-an, attests the arrival of the first Nestorian 
missionary A-lo-pen in 635 A. D., with sacred books and images, and the official approval of the 
doctrine preached by him in 638 by an Imperial edict'*®. It also shows that at the time when 
it was inscribed {781 A. D.), the connexion of the Nestorian communities under the ‘Bishop 
and Pope of Tzinisthan’ (China) with the Patriarchal see of their Church, in distant Persia, 
was still maintained*®. 

It cannot be doubted that Eastern Turkestan was the route by which these first propagandists 
and their clerical successors reached China ; and it is a significant fact that the last nomination 
of a Nestorian metropolitan of China, by the Patriarch Timotheus (778-820 a. d.), coincides with 
the period when that region was finally lost to the T'angs*^. It is only reasonable to assume 
that the territory through which Nestorian Christianity and Zoroastrianism had been transmitted 
to China itself possessed communities attached to those religions. But at present direct evidence 
is available only as regards the latter, in the form of two notices of the T'ang Annals which 
mention the cult of ‘the celestial god’ (Ormazd) at Kashgar and Khotan, respectively*®. 

Neither historical records nor antiquarian remains have as yet come to light to illustrate 
the early spread of Christianity in the Tarim Basin, previous to the conquest of this region 
by Islam. But by the middle of the thirteenth century w'e find Kashgar (under the name of 
Chasemgarah) mentioned in the list of the metropolitan sees of the Nestorian Church*®. Also 


" See Vu de H.-T., p. 285. 

*' See Turcs occt'd., p. 163 note. 

See U I iinir air e d’ Ou-k'ong, p. 10. 

“ See ibid., p. 26 ; above, p. 64. 

“ See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 301 ; Journal asial., 
1897, Jan.-Fdvr., pp. 61 sq. 

Compare Yule, Calhay, i. pp. Ixxxviii-ci, where the 
available data for the history of Nestorian Christianity in 
China have been lucidly discussed; see also Richthofen, 
China, i. pp. 549 sqq. 

It is noteworthy that Mar Idbuzid, the priest and 
Chorepiscopus of the capital, who erected the inscription. 


names as his father ‘Milis of blessed memory. Priest of 
Balkh, a city of Thokharestan ’ ; Cathay, i. p. xciii. 

” Compare Richthofen, China, i. p. 554 ; Yule, Cathay, 
i. p. xci. 

See Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp. 121, 125 ; also above 
p. 66, and below chap. vii. sec. iv. Other extracts given by 
M. Chavannes from the Annals show that in Samarkand 
(JCang), also, Buddhism and Mazdeism flourished side by side 
(ibid., p. 135), and that the Chinese historians were fully 
aware that the ‘ cult of the celestial god ’ had its home and 
ecclesiastical centre in Persia; see ibid., p. 170. 

See Yule, Cathay, i. p. 179, ccxlv. In a later list of 


Visits of 
later pil- 
grims. 


Introduc- 
tion of 
Christianity 
and Zoroas- 
trianism into 
China. 


Christianity 
at Kashgar. 



72 


HISTORICAL NOTICES OF KASHGAR 


[Chap. Iir 


Marco Polo, when passing here on his way to China (circ, 1273-1274 a.d.), notes of 'Cascar' that 
‘there are in the country many Nestorian Christians, who have churches of their own’. In 
Yarkand, too, he found Nestorian and Jacobite Christians®®. 

Whether the establishment of a Nestorian archbishopric at Kashgar was a result of that 
new wave of conversion, as Sir Henry Yule has aptly styled it®\ which set in after the eleventh. 
centur}% with the Christianization of large numbers among the Turkish and Mongolian tribes, 
we do not know. But if any conclusion may be drawn from the recent discovery of Nestorian 
cemeteries at Tokmak and Pishpek west of Lake Issik-Kul, with tombstones dating from 858 
to I339®^ it seems probable that Kashgar also had its Nestorian community long before its 
elevation to a Metropolitan see ; for close/ political relations, as we have seen already, connected 
Kashgar with the region around Tokmak both during the time of the Chinese protectorate, 
and again in the tenth and eleventh centuries, under the predominance of the Karluk Khans 
of Balasaghun 


sees dating from about 1349 a.d., Kashgar figures under the 
name of Kashimghar. The earlier list given by Elias, 
Metropolitan of Damascus (893 a.d.), does not contain 
Kashgar, though duly mentioning the see of Samarkand 
(under the name of Kand, which manifestly is a form of the 
old name of Sogdiana, rendered by the Chinese as K'ang). 
This, as we know from other Syriac records, was established 
in the first quarter of the eighth century at the latest (Yule, 


Cathay, i. p. xc). 

See Yule, Marco Polo, i. pp. 182, 187. 

See Yule, Cathay, i. pp. xcvii sq. 

See the notes of M. Bonin, Journal asiat., Mai-Juin, 
1900, p. 587, referring to an article of Deveria in the 
Journal asiat., 1896, which is not accessible to me at present. 
Compare above, pp. 60, 65. 



CHAPTER IV 


THE ANCIENT REMAINS OF KASHGAR AND THE OASES OF 

YARKAND AND KARGHALIK 

Section I.— THE STUPAS OF KURGHAN-TIM AND KIZIL-DEBE 


None of the early notices about Kashgar, above reviewed, contains any definite indication as 
to the position of its capital. But the oldest Muhammadan description of Kashgar I can trace — 
and one exceptionally trustworthy from the intimate acquaintance of its author, Mirza Haidar, 
with this territory — clearly shows that the position of the city of Kashgar early in the sixteenth 
century was the same as nowh The absence of any evidence or tradition to the contrary 
would in itself suffice to justify this assumption ; but fortunately we possess direct proof of the 
antiquity of the site in antiquarian remains of undoubtedly pre-Muhammadan origin. 

These consist of the large ruined mound of Kurghan-Tim, near the left bank of the Tiimen 


' lylirza Gaidar, Tankh-i-liashldl, p. 295, speaks of 
Kashgar as situated on the River Timan, i.e. the present 
Tiimen, which, as the map shows, actually flows round the 
north-western and north-eastern faces of the city. He places 
the River Kara-Tazghun (‘ in the dialect of Kashgar Tazghun 
means a river ’) to the south of it, half way between Kashgar 
and Yangi-Hisar. This, again, is in perfect accordance with 
the actual position of Kashgar, the river in question (also 
known as Kara-su, by which name it is marked on my map) 
being still reckoned as midway between the two towns. 

He further tells us that the Timan river ' flows between 
the ancient citadel of Kashgar which Mirza Aba Bakr 
destroyed, and the new one which he built on the banks 
of this river’. Mirza Haidar, who in 1514 helped to dethrone 
Mirza Aba Bakr, refers elsewhere to this citadel as having 
been built by that tyrant shortly before his overthrow, to hold 
one thousand horse and foot (ibid., p. 304). Considering 
that this stronghold is said to have been improvised within 
seven days) we can scarcely feel surprised at its having 
disappeared without leaving any trace in remains or tradition. 
It may be supposed to have stood somewhere between the 
north-western face of the present city wall and the right bank 
of the river. On the other hand, the name Kurghdn, ‘ fort,’ 
and the tradition of having once been a fortified position, 
still clings to this day to the suburb which lines the left river 
bank opposite that part of the city. It is from its proximity 
to this suburb that the ruined Stupa described below has 
received its name Kurghdn-Tim. 

The account of Kashgar which Ritter (Asien, v. p. 412) 
quotes, through Klaproth’s mediation, from the Jahdn-numd 

STEIN 


of the Turkish geographer Haji Khalfa (circ. 1640 a. n.) is 
manifestly a somewhat imperfect reproduction of the remarks 
of Mirza Haidar. 

Mirza Haidar knew Kashgar well ; for much of his youth, 
when he served his kinsman Sultan Sa'id Khan, Aba Bakr's 
successor, during the years 1514-30, must have been spent 
in that city. His general description of Kashgar and the 
surrounding territories, written long after he had left that 
region to become virtual ruler of Kashmir, is tinged with 
the glow of happy personal recollections, and is withal true 
in its particulars. He w'ould not have been a Moghul if he 
had failed to extol the abundance and excellence of the fruits 
of Kashgar in the passage already quoted (see p. 69, note 33). 
But we recognize the impress of more individual feelings in 
the words in which he characterizes the life of the city. Those 
who have lived in Kashgar for any time can scarcely read 
them without being touched. 

‘The inhabitants of towns who go there regard Kash- 
gar as a wild country, while the people of the steppes 
consider it a refined city. It is a sort of Purgatory between 
the Paradise of toivns and the Hell of deserts. ... In 
a w'ord, it is free from the discord of men and the trampling 
of hoofs, and it is a safe retreat for the contented and the 
rich. Great blessings accrue to the pious now, from 
the blessed saints who lived there in time past. From two 
pious persons, out of many I have seen, I have heard that 
when people migrate from that country to some other they 
cannot find the same peace of mind, and they remember 
Kashgar [with regret]. This is the highest praise.’ Tdrikh-t- 
RasBdi, p. 303. 
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river, and opposite to the north-western face of the city, and a smaller and much more decayed 
mound called Kizil-Debe, situated on the left bank of the Kizil river, about two miles to the 
south of the city. The true character of these mounds as remains of ancient Stupas appears 
to have been first recognized by M. N. Petrovskj', late Russian Consul-General at Kashgar. 
The notice he gave of them, in an article published in the Journal of the Imperial Russian 
Archaeological Society, has not been accessible to’ me either during or after my visit to Kashgar, 
and I owe my first introduction to those interesting remains to the scholarly interest shown in 
them by Mr. G. Macartney. 

The first-named ruin, which shares with all ancient mounds of this character the general 
Turk! designation of Tim ‘mound’, but is, owing to its vicinity to the suburb of Kurghan, 
specifically known as KurgJian-Tim, forms by its height and situation a very conspicuous object. 
It rises at a short distance above the steep loess banks which Fine the bed of the Tiimen 
river to the north, and, owing to the breadth of the latter and the lower level of the southern 
bank, is visible from a considerable distance. The position of the mound is almost due north 
of Chini-Bagh, Mr. Macartney’s residence, outside the north-western wall of the city, and its 
distance from the latter is approximately one mile. The top of the mound stands seventy feet 
above the ground level of the neighbouring fields, but as an examination of the eroded ground 
at the southern foot of the mound showed, it rises in reality to fully eighty-five feet above the 
lowest course of masonry at present traceable. 

Viewed from a distance the mound presents a roughly hemispherical appearance, while 
closer approach shows its present condition as that of a shapeless mass of much-decayed 
masonry. Its surface has in most parts suffered greatly by the disintegrating action of rain 
and wind. In the plan presented in Plate XX an attempt has been made to distinguish those 
parts of the mound where the masonry of sun-dried bricks can still be traced from those 
which, owing to external decay, present a surface scarcely different from that of a natural loess 
bank. The northern face of the mound, as seen in the photograph reproduced in Fig. 14, 
shows an almost vertical cleavage through the whole of the upper portion, which looks as if 
due to artificial cutting or else to an earthquake. The surface thus laid bare makes it easy 
to ascertain that the whole mound consisted originally of sun-dried bricks of large size, laid in 
regular courses witli thin layers of mud plaster to act. as binding material. The southern face 
has apparently undergone more gradual decay, and consequently displays on its surface less of 
the original masonry. 

The far advanced ruin of the whole structure makes it impossible to ascertain its original 
dimensions and constructive features. There can be no doubt as to the remains being those 
of a Stupa, built witli a remarkably large dome, possibly of hemispherical shape. But as to 
the shape and size of the base on which this dome must be assumed to have risen, or as to 

the centre of the dome, the survey of the mound did not furnish any distinct indication. 

Judging from the evidence of all other Stupa ruins subsequently examined by me in Eastern 
Turkestan, it seems probable that the base was square and arranged in three stories. Yet 
the plan shows a notable variation in the extent of the area over which masonry remains can 
now be traced above ground, its greatest length measuring about 160 feet from east to west, 

compared with about 130 feet from north to south. 

The difficulty of tracing any indications of the original shape and dimensions of the StQpa 
base is due mainly to the complete decay of the outer faces of the whole structure, and the 
impossibility of distinguishing, in the crumbling mass of soft bricks, between masonry retaining 
its original position and other that has manifestly slid down to its present low level through 
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river, and opposite to the north-avestern face of the city, and a smaller and much more decayed 
mound called Kizil-Dcbe, situated on the left bank of the Kizil river, about two miles to the 
south of the city. The true character of these mounds as remains of ancient Stupas appears 
to have been first recognized by M. N. Petrovsky, late Russian Consul-General at Kashgar. 
The notice he gave of them, in an article published in the Journal of the Imperial Russian 
Archaeological Society, has not been accessible to' me either during or after my visit to Kashgar, 
and I owe my first introduction to those interesting remains to the scholarly interest shown in 
them by Mr. G. Macartney. 

The first-named ruin, which shares with all ancient mounds of this character the general 
Turk! designation of Tim ‘mound’, but is, owing to its vicinity to the suburb of Kurghan, 
specifically known as Knrghaii-Tim, forms by its height and situation a very conspicuous object. 
It rises at a short distance above the steep loess banks which Kne the bed of the Tiimen 
river to the north, and, owing to the breadth of the latter and the lower level of the southern 
bank, is visible from a considerable distance. The position of the mound is almost due north 
of Chlnl-Bagh, Mr. Macartney’s residence, outside the north-western wall of the city, and its 
distance from the latter is approximately one mile. The top of the mound stands seventy feet 
above the ground level of the neighbouring fields, but as an examination of the eroded ground 
at the southern foot of the mound showed, it rises in reality to fully eighty-five feet above the 
lowest course of masonry at present traceable. 

Viewed from a distance the mound presents a roughly hemispherical appearance, while 
closer approach shows its present condition as that of a shapeless mass of much-decayed 
masonry. Its surface has in most parts suffered greatly by the disintegrating action of rain 
and wind. In the plan presented in Plate XX an attempt has been made to distinguish those 
parts of the mound where tire masonry of sun-dried bricks can still be traced from those 
which, owing to external decaj'', present a surface scarcelj’^ different from that of a natural loess 
bank. The northern face of the mound, as seen in the photograph reproduced in Fig. 14, 
shows an almost vertical cleavage through the whole of the upper portion, which looks as if 
due to artificial cutting or else to an earthquake. The surface thus laid bare makes it easy 
to ascertain that the whole mound consisted originally of sun-dried bricks of large size, laid in 
regular courses with thin layers of mud plaster to act as binding material. The southern face 
has apparently undergone more gradual decay, and consequently displays on its surface less of 
the original masonry. 

The far advanced ruin of the whole structure makes it impossible to ascertain its original 
dimensions and constructive features. There can be no doubt as to the remains being those 
of a Stupa, built with a remarkably large dome, possibly of hemispherical shape. But as to 
tlic shape and size of the base on w'hich this dome must be assumed to have risen, or as to 

the centre of the dome, the survey of the mound did not furnish any distinct indication. 

Judging from the evidence of all other Stupa ruins subsequently examined by me in Eastern 
1 urkestan, it seems probable that the base was square and arranged in three stories. Yet 
the plan shows a notable variation in the extent of the area over w'hich masonry remains can 
now be traced above ground, its greatest length measuring about 160 feet from east to •west, 

compared with about 130 feet from north to south. 

1 he difficulty' of tracing any' indications of the original shape and dimensions of the StQpa 
base is due mainly to the complete decay of the outer faces of the whole .structure, and the 
impos.sibility of distinguishing, in the cnimbling mass of soft bricks, between masonry' retaining, 
its original position and other that has manifestly' slid down to its present low level through 
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rs'.v r, ntui to the north-western face of the city, and a smaller and much more decayed 

fno-ir.d o.Hed KizU-Dde, situated on the left bank of the Kizil river, about two miles to the 
•.nuth of the city. The tnic character of these mounds as remains of ancient StQpas appears 
to ]-.avc been first recognized by hi. N. Petrovsky, late Russian Consul-General at Kashgar. 
The notice he gave of them, in an article published in tlie Journal of the Imperial Russian 
Ardmeological Society, has not been accessible to me cither during or after my visit to Kiishgar, 
and I owe my f.rst introduction to those interesting remains to the scholarly interest shown in 
them by Mr. G. ?dacartncy. 

Tim first-named ruin, which .shares with all ancient mounds of this character the general 
Turk) designation of 'fd;: ‘mound’, but is, owing to its vicinity to the suburb of Kurghan, 
.crvecifically known as Kurc/:i'i?i-T!ri:, forms by its height and situation a ver)- con-spicuous object, 
h riser, at a short distance above the steep loess banks which line the bed of the TUmcn 
river in the north, a!id, owing to the breadth of the latter and the lower level of the southern 
k-.'ink. is visible from a considerable distance. The position of the mound is almost due north 
of Chssii-Ik'igh, Mr, Macartney’s residence, outside the north-western wall of the city, and it.s 
di'.tance from the latter is appro-ximalcly one mile. The top of the mound stands seventy feet 
above the ground level of the neighbouring fields, but as an e.vamination of the eroded ground 
.at the .no’.nhern foot of the mound showed, it rises in reality to full}’ eight}-five feet above tlic 
lowest course of masonry at prc.scnt traceable. 

Viewed from a distance the mound presents a roughly hemispherical appearance, while 
Ci''".er approach shows its prc.sent condition as that of a shapeless mass of much-decayed 
masonry. Its surface has in most parts suffered greatly by the disintegrating action of rain 
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r»-g',il,sr cours'. s with thin layers of tnud plaster to act as binding material, Tltc southern face 

In-; ;>,p:ari:nily smd' rgone more gradual decay, .and consequently displays on its surface less of 
the orig.inal tnasonry. 

Tile far .'ulvanced ruin of the whole structure makes it impossible to nscerlain its original 

features. There can be no doubt ns to the remains being those 
witii a remarkably large dome, possilily of hemispherical shape. But as to 
basr- on which t’ni;, dome must be assumed to have risen, or .as to 
I’ne Mirvey of the mound did not furnish any distinct iiulication. 
e of all other Sltipa ruins subsequenily examined V>y me itt Isnsteru 
prohaMe that the base v.as .square and arranged in three stories. Vet 
a I'.'.tabh-; ).;\r!;n!an itt the extr-.r t,f {Pt. ;^n-a over v/nich tn.isonry remains can 
fe.md. it-, gfeate-.* |s-ngth measuring about to-o feet forni east to west, 
f--.t Iron-, north to sout’n. 

any indicv.istns of the ortgina! sh.q-.e and tiime-minns of the .Stupa 
f ce.mph i*' d;T-c.tv of the o*ater faces 


.and 

wind. 

In the 

part; 

' rif t 

he inott 

whic 

h, owi 

!lg to CO 

banl 

Th. 

<: nortli 

shov 

as an 

.-ilmoa 


to .art 

itficial Cl 


dim 

ens'fjus .and c-'); 

n-.truct' 

f,r :i 

1 Star, a, Imilt v 

rith a 

) lU" 

'.'tap.-; and St.''- 

.)f tV. 

tlw 

< -ntr-- of tlie 

tbene 

jud 

.d'd; frean dm 

•rsid'-'’. 

*l'u! 


!'l t;r<d 


5*; All , ;i 

mUabb 

:v’:v 

' I-' ti’afs'd ,d.« 

‘,v- gn 


vitlt 

e.'.t tt; 


i .-'-.jltv 

{••f ztv 

■i ^ 

'• >*-' ftnisb 

i tl 

i 

O' ^.r pa 

■fit::-);:- 

i > - 


•i at-'l 


th" whole ritrurture, .and the 
!.'! ih'i crumbling inass of soft brick-., betwren ma-onry retaining 
tinu h.s-i in.tnifi-stiy slisi do\v?i to its present luw level th.rough 



i3 



RUINED STUPA AND 


MOUND OF MAURI-TIM, SEEN 


FROM SOUTH-WEST. 



RUINED STUPA OF KURGHAN-TIM, SEEN FROM NORTH 






Mound of 
Kurghan- 
Tim. 


Original 
shape of 
Siupa. 


74 REMAINS OF KASHGAR, OASES OF YARKAND AND KARGHALIK [Chap. IV 

river, and opposite to the north-western face of the city, and a smaller and much more decayed 
mound called Kizil-Debe, situated on the left bank of the Kizil river, about two miles to the 
south of the city. The true character of these mounds as remains of ancient Stupas appears 
to have been first recognized by M. N. Petrovsky, late Russian Consul-General at Kashgar. 
The notice he gave of them, in an article published in the Journal of the Imperial Russian 
Archaeological Society, has not been accessible to' me either during or after my visit to Kashgar, 
and I owe my first introduction to those interesting remains to the scholarly interest shown in 
them by Mr. G. Macartney. 

The first-named ruin, which shares with all ancient mounds of this character the general 
Turk! designation of Tivi ‘mound’, but is, owing to its vicinity to the suburb of Kurghan, 
specifically known as Kurghdn-Twi, forms by its height and situation a very conspicuous object. 
It rises at a short distance above the steep loess banks which fine the bed of the Tiimen 
river to the north, and, owing to the breadth of the latter and the lower level of tlte southern 
bank, is visible from a considerable distance. The position of the mound is almost due north 
of Chinl-Bagh, Mr. Macartneys residence, outside the north-western wall of the city, and its 
distance from the latter is approximately one mile. The top of the mound stands seventy feet 
above the ground level of the neighbouring fields, but as an examination of the eroded ground 
at the southern foot of the mound showed, it rises in reality to fully eighty-five feet above the 
lowest course of masonry at present traceable. 

Viewed from a distance the mound presents a roughly hemispherical appearance, while 
closer approach shows its present condition as that of a shapeless mass of much-decayed 
masonry. Its surface has in most parts suffered greatly by the disintegrating action of rain 
and wind. In the plan presented in Plate XX an attempt has been made to distinguish those 
parts of the mound where the masonry of sun-dried bricks can still be traced from those 
which, owing to external decay, present a surface scarcely different from that of a natural loess 
bank. The northern face of the mound, as seen in the photograph reproduced in Fig. 14, 
shows an almost vertical cleavage through the whole of the upper portion, which looks as if 
due to artificial cutting or else to an earthquake. The surface thus laid bare makes it easy 
to ascertain that the whole mound consisted originally of sun-dried bricks of large size, laid in 
regular courses witli thin layers of mud plaster to act as binding material. The southern face 
has apparently undergone more gradual decay, and consequently displays on its surface less of 
the original masonry. 

The far advanced ruin of the whole structure makes it impossible to ascertain its original 
dimensions and constructive features. There can be no doubt as to the remains being those 
of a Stiipa, built witli a remarkably large dome, possibly of hemispherical shape. But as to 
the shape and size of the base on which this dome must be assumed to have risen, or as to 
the centre of the dome, the survey of the mound did not furnish any distinct indication. 
Judging from the evidence of all other Stupa ruins subsequently examined by me in Eastern 
1 urkeslan, it seems probable that the base was square and arranged in three stories. Yet 
the plan shows a notable variation in the extent of the area over which masonry remains can 
now be traced above ground, its greatest length measuring about 160 feet from east to west, 
compared with about 130 feet from north to south. 

The difficulty of tracing any indications of the original shape and dimensions of the Stupa 
base is due mainly to the complete decay of the outer faces of the whole structure, and the 
impossibility of distinguishing, in the crumbling mass of soft bricks, between masonry retaining 
its original position and other that has manifestly slid down to its present low level through 
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river, and opposite to the north-western face of the city, and a smaller and much more decayed 
mound called Kizil-Debe, situated on the left bank of the Kizil river, about two miles to the 
south of the city. The true character of these mounds as remains of ancient Stupas appears 
to have been first recognized by M. N. Petrovsky, late Russian Consul-General at Kashgar. 
The notice he gave of them, in an article published in the Journal of the Imperial Russian 
Archaeological Society, has not been accessible to' me either during or after my visit to Kashgar, 
and I owe my first introduction to those interesting remains to the scholarly interest shown in 
them by Mr. G. Macartney. 

The first-named ruin, which shares wdth all ancient mounds of this character the general 
Turk! designation of Tim ‘mound’, but is, owing to its vicinity to the suburb of Kurghan, 
specifically known as Kurghan-Tim, forms by its height and situation a very conspicuous object. 
It rises at a short distance above the steep loess banks which fine the bed of the Tiimen 
river to the north, and, owing to the breadth of the latter and the lower level of the southern 
bank, is visible from a considerable distance. The position of the mound is almost due north 
of Chini-Bagh, Mr. Macartney’s residence, outside the north-western wall of the city, and its 
distance from the latter is approximately one mile. The top of the mound stands seventy feet 
above the ground level of the neighbouring fields, but as an examination of the eroded ground 
at the soutliern foot of the mound showed, it rises in reality to fully eighty-five feet above the 
lowest course of masonry at present traceable. 

Viewed from a distance the mound presents a roughly hemispherical appearance, while 
closer approach shows its present condition as that of a shapeless mass of much-decayed 
masonry. Its surface has in most parts suffered greatly by the disintegrating action of rain 
and wind. In the plan presented in Plate XX an attempt has been made to distinguish those 
parts of the mound where the masonry of sun-dried bricks can still be traced from those 
which, owing to external decay, present a surface scarcely different from that of a natural loess 
bank. The northern face of the mound, as seen in the photograph reproduced in Fig. 14, 
shows an almost vertical cleavage through the tvhole of the upper portion, which looks as if 
due to artificial cutting or else to an earthquake. The surface thus laid bare makes it easy 
to ascertain that the whole mound consisted originally of sun-dried bricks of large size, laid in 
regular courses with thin layers of mud plaster to act as binding material. The southern face 
has apparently undergone more gradual decay, and consequently displays on its surface less of 
the original masonry. 

The far advanced ruin of the whole structure makes it impossible to ascertain its original 
dimensions and constructive features. There can be no doubt as to the remains being those 
of a Stupa, built witlt a remarkably large dome, possibly of hemispherical shape. But as to 
the shape and size of the base on which this dome must be assumed to have risen, or as to 
the centre of the dome, the survey of the mound did not furnish any distinct indication. 
Judging from the evidence of all other Stupa ruins subsequently examined by me in Eastern 
Turkestan, it seems probable that the base was square and arranged in three stories. Yet 
the plan shows a notable variation in the extent of the area over which masonry remains can 
now be traced above ground, its greatest length measuring about 160 feet from east to west, 
compared with about 130 feet from north to south. 

The difficulty of tracing any indications of the original shape and dimensions of the Stupa 
base is due mainly to the complete decay of the outer faces of the whole structure, and the 
impossibility of distinguishing, in the crumbling mass of soft bricks, between masonry retaining 
its original position and other that has manifestly slid down to its present low level through 
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cuttings made in the dome ^ The undoubted rise in the level of the ground adjoining the 
mound also adds to the difficulty. 

A careful examination of the ground shows that the lowest courses of masonry remains Rise in level 
traceable on the western and southern faces of the mound are situated fully fifteen feet below P^surround- 
the level of the flat ground, partly under cultivation, which adjoins the foot of the mound 
on the other sides, and which has been marked with zero in the plan. The difference in the 
levels of the lowest remains exposed on the several sides is clearly due to erosion, which on 
the western and southern faces has created small ravines approximately from 25 to 42 feet 
broad, and lined by steep banks on the sides opposite to the mound. That this erosion itself 
mainly proceeds from the action of water, was manifest on examining the formation of these 
small ravines. The greatest portion of the mound drains towards the west and south, and the 
rainwater collected from its slopes would have quite sufficient force to wash out the loose soil 
at the foot of the less soluble brickwork or to prevent its accretion. It is possible that the 
action of wind has to some extent aided the erosion ; but as in the cultivated areas of the 
Tarim Basin the force and prevalence of the winds are neither so great nor their effect on 
the configuration of the ground so striking as in the great desert region which those oases 
fringe, this co-operation of wind erosion is not easily gauged at present. 

It is possible to speak with far greater assurance on the subject of the accumulation of 
soil which has raised the surface of the flat ground adjoining the northern and eastern faces 
of the Stupa by at least fifteen feet above the original foot of the latter. I found here the 
first indication of that remarkable rise in the general ground-level of the cultivated areas of 
Eastern Turkestan of which my subsequent observations in the region of Khotan furnished 
such unmistakable evidence. The close examination I made of the Yotkan site, where the 
‘ culture-strata ’ of the ancient capital of Khotan lie buried under a layer of alluvium to a depth 
of nine to twenty feet, together with Professor Ldczy’s microscopical analysis of specimens of 
this soil, clearly demonstrates that this rise of level in ground kept under cultivation for many 
centuries is largely the result of silt deposit from the water used for irrigation. The evidence 
in support of this view will be found detailed in the chapter where I have discussed that 
important and instructive site^ There, too, the question of the extent to which the accretion 
of soil on irrigated areas is aided by sub-aerial deposit, i. e. the retention of the dust so 
plentifully present in the atmosphere of Eastern Turkestan for the greater part of the year, 
has been duly considered. 

The analogy of the local conditions, as observed at Kurghan-Tim and the ancient sites Irrigation of 
within the Khotan oasis, in regard to the accumulation of soil above the original ground-level, 
is complete in all essential points. The whole of the fertile alluvial land of the left bank of 
the Tiimen river is kept under intensive cultivation. The water needed for this is plentifully 
supplied by canals which take off from the river-bed some distance above the town. This 
water, by an elaborate network of channels, is conducted at frequent intervals during the 
spring and summer to each of the carefully terraced fields which extend along the high river 
bank and for a considerable distance northward. Owing to the masses of fine detritus which 
. the river washes down in its rapid course through the disintegrated outer hill ranges, its colour, 
whenever I saw it, was a rich reddish brown or chocolate. Most of this silt remains suspended 
in the water during its passage along the ‘Ustangs’ and ‘Ariks’ of the irrigation system, and 
is not finally deposited until the water holding it has soaked into the soil of the field to which 

* Such fallen masses of masonry may, perhaps, be the northern face of the mound (Fig. 14). 
recognized in the foreground of the photograph showing ’ See below chap. viii. sec. ii. 
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It IS conducted. The frequency and regularity of these deposits, together with the fineness of 
the silt itself, account for the total absence of stratification which I noticed in all the banks 
of earth laid bare by erosion in cultivated fields around Kurghan-Tim and elsewhere in the 
Kashgar oasis. We shall see that the same observation holds good of the great layer of 
fertile soil \yhich covers the debris of the ancient Khotan capital, and that its testimony to the 
origin of this soil is decisive. 

Long, however, before the study of identical conditions elsewhere had enabled me to explain 
the rise of the ground-level near Kurghan-Tim, the fact itself was brought home to me by 
other evidence. According to a communication made to me by Mr. Macartney at the time of 
my first visit to the mound, fragments of ancient pottery and also some large earthenware jars 
had, since his arrival at Kashgar in 1890, been found embedded in the soil near the ruin, 
several yards below the present surface. It appears that these finds had been made at some 
point of the eroded ground on the southern face of the mound. There is scarcely room to 
doubt that these objects, whatever their age, correspond in character and in their manner of pre- 
servation to the pottery debris, terra-cottas, &c., derived from the ‘culture-strata’ of Yotkan. 

It is evident that the extent of the rise of the level around or above ancient remains, being 
dependent on several factors necessarily differing in various localities, cannot by itself furnish 
precise indication of relative age. But it may be noted that a rise of fifteen feet would by no 
means be inconsistent with the assumption that the Kurghan-Tim Stupa was .abandoned, and 
its immediate vicinity converted into fields, about the time when Islam was introduced into 
Kashgar; for at Yotkan, too, where the covering layer of alluvial soil varies from nine to twenty 
feet in thickness, the finds of coins go down to issues of the Sung Dynasty (960-1126 a. d.). 
Excavations around the mound might possibly have brought to light some direct evidence of 
the latest date up to which the Stupa had remained an object of worship; but a variety 
of practical considerations prevented me from undertaking them'*. 

Fortunately, however, the exposed portion of the ruin itself shows unmistakable proof of 
the antiquity of the structure at the time of its abandonment. On the north-eastern side, 
where the cutting into the dome is almost vertical, it is easy to distinguish an inner core of 
solid masonry, clearly separated from an outer mantle, for a vertical distance of about 35 feet. 
The photograph taken of the northern face of the mound, and reproduced in Fig. 14, shows 
distinctly the line of junction between the inner hemispherical dome and the outer mantle, at 
the point marked A in the ground-plan, and indicated in the photograph by a ten-foot rod. 
There can be no doubt that this outer mantle of masonry dates from later repairs, by which 
the original dome of sun-dried bricks was encased in fresh masonry and consequently enlarged. 
That this method of repair and extension was not infrequently applied to Stupas, is proved by 
the construction of the famous Manikyala Stupa in the north-western Punjab where the successive 
enlargements are attested by separate coin-deposits, and by other examples 

It is due to the protection afforded by the outer mantle that the outline of the original 
dome can be clearly traced at this place. Judging from the view presented by the photograph, 


* Excavations such as could reasonably be expected to 
yield useful evidence would, owing to the depth of the original 
ground-level, have demanded considerable sacrifice of time 
and money. On the other hand, the utterly ruined condition 
of the visible remains did not offer much hope of the lower 
and more accessible portions of the structure having preserved 
enough of their original outlines, &c., to justify the heavy 
expense of clearing them. .There was besides a quasi- 


diplomatic difficulty about such an undertaking. The Chinese 
local officials, when consulted on the point, stated that 
a prior right to excavation had been reserved to M. Petrovsky, 
the Russian Consul-General, and there were circumstances 
which seemed at the time to render a. specific application 
to the latter inexpedient. 

' Compare Archaeol. Survey Reports, ii. pp. 159 sq.; 
Foucher, L'Art dtt Gandhara, pp. 78, 92 sqq. 
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the original dome appears to have been as near!}'’ as possible hemispherical, with its centre at 
some point of a horizontal line which may be projected into the interior of the mound from 
the approximate surface-point marked with the letter C in the photograph. Taking measure- 
ments from the photograpli, which, however, can be accepted only as roughly approximate, the 
radius of the original hemispherical dome may be assumed to have been about 37 feet. Adding 
to this the thickness of the outer mantle, which on the north-east side is seen to have been at 
least 13 feet, we arrive at 50 feet as an approximate estimate for the radius of the enlarged dome. 
Supposing this also to have been licmisphcrical like the original one, its heigl)t could not have 
been less than 50 feet 

The uppermost portion of this enlarged dome lias, no doubt, disappeared through dilapi- Proportion 
dation. But, even allowing for this loss in height, there remain in the extant ruin scarcely dome and 
more than fifty feet of elevation for the base supjiorting the dome. This proportion between base, 
dome and base, if corrcctljr estimated, seems to present a striking contrast to all other Stupas 
surveyed in the course of my Turkestan explorations; for in these the height of the domed 
portion ordinarily represents onlj'^ about one-third of the total elevation Unfortunately the 
Stupa ruins still sufficiently well-preserved for accurate measurement are too few and their 
localities too widely scattered to permit of any safe conclusion being drawn in regard to 
architectural chronology. There remains then only the hemispherical shape of the original dome, 
which, if the parallel offered by the changes in the architectural forms of Indian Stupas can 
be relied upon for guidance, may be accepted as an indication of considerable antiquity'^. 

The approximate dimensions, as ascertained above, show that the Kurghan-Tim Stupa, even Materials of 
in its original form, must have exceeded in size any of the Stupas the remains of which I was 
able to trace between Kashgar in the west and Endcrc in the east®. Like all these, it was 
constructed of sun-dried bricks laid in regular horizontal layers. Tlie bricks of tlie original 
dome, wherever they could be measured in situ with approximate accurac3^ showed an average 
size of eighteen inches square with a thickness of five inches. The bricks of the outer mantle 
seem to be less uniform in size and on the whole smaller. The material used is tlie same loess 
soil which prevails over the greatest portion of the plains of Eastern Turkestan, and which, 
whether in the form of sun-dried bricks or solid mud-walls, serves to this day everywhere for 
the construction of buildings. The manner of fabricating these bricks, with a liberal admixture 
of straw and chaff, and from pits dug as close as convenient to the structure for which they 
are to serve, seems to have remained practically unchanged through the course of centuries. 

But the size of the bricks now used is generally much smaller than that displayed by structures 
of the . pre-Muhammadan period. 

The second ancient ruin in the immediate vicinity of Kashgar lies on the opposite side Ruined 
of the city, to the south, and just above the old left bank of the Kizil river, from which It 
probably has received its name of Kizil-Dcbc (‘the Red Mound’)®. Its distance from the 


' Compare, regarding the Stupas of]\raurI-Tim,Topa-Tim, 
Nij'a River Site, Endere and RawaJ:, below, pp. 81 sqq., 
104 sq., chaps, xi., xir., xiv. 

It may, however, be noted that in the Maurl-Tim Stupa 
the height of the dome, together with that of the drum 
immediately below it, and of the same diameter, accounts 
almost exactly for one half of the total elevation. 

Compare M. A. Foucher’s luminous observations on 
the evolution of the Stupa forms, UArt dti Gatidhara, 
i. pp. 65 sqq. 


' The largest of these Stupas, that of Rawalc nearKhotan 
shows a diameter of 42^ feet in its dome against one of about 
74 feet in the original dome of Kurghan-Tim before its 
enlargement. 

’ The TurkI word deie, also pronounced ddie, is used 
throughout Eastern Turkestan for. any small hillock or 
mound, whether natural or artificial in origin. The same 
word, in the forms tepe, fdpe, is common in local names of 
Western Turkestan, e. g. in Gok-tepe, famous in Turkoman 
memory. 
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nearest point of the south-eastern face of the city wall is about two miles, while the confluence 
of the Kizil and Tumen rivers is a little over one mile below. The remains consist of two mounds 
situated close together, as shown in the plan, PI. XXI. The larger of the mounds closely resembles 
in material and construction the Kurghan-Tim ruin, but is far less imposing, as the extant 
mass of masonry rises to a height of only 27 feet above the level of the adjoining fields. 

There can be no doubt that this mound, too, represents the remains of an ancient Stupa, 
While the complete decay of the upper portion does not allow' of any estimate as to the size 
and shape of the dome, we can, however, trace here with relative ease the outlines of the base. 
A look at the plan shows that this base was originally a rectangle approximately orientated. 
Taking the lowest course of masonry remains actually exposed on the level of the adjoining 
fields the maximum measurements are about 130 feet from east to west, and about 108 feet 
from north to south. But it must be noted that the ground to the south slopes steeply down 
to the edge of the river bank, which here lies fully 20 feet below the level of the fields, and 
at a distance of only about 25 feet from the foot of the mound. Hence it appears highly 
probable that the masonry originally extended further on this side, and that its outlying portion 
exposed to erosion has slid down the steep slopes, instead of being kept in place by the gradual 
rise of the adjoining soil. Taking into account this peculiar configuration of the ground, it 
seems likely that the original shape of the Stupa base was a square. 

The actual rise of the ground-level on the three sides where the ruins are surrounded 
by fields could not be correctly estimated without extensive excavations. But there can be no 
doubt that its cause is the same which we have traced above in the case of the Kurghan- 
Tim Stupa, viz. accumulation of silt, aided probably by sub-aerial deposit. It would not be safe 
to accept the actual edge of the river-bank immediately below the mound as an indication of 
the original level, for it is possible that the low level of this portion of the river-bank (20 feet 
below the fields) is partly the result of erosion caused by the rainwater draining off the 
mound mainly in that direction. 

The villagers of the hamlet close by declared the mound to have been used as a watch-station 
by Tunganl rebels during the last Muhammadan rising at Kashgar (1863), a purpose for which 
it was well fitted by its position between the ‘Old City’ and the Yangi-Shahr or ‘New City’, 
that formed then, as now, the Chinese cantonment. Whether the extensive excavations visible 
on the top and sides of the ruin go back to that period or are still more recent, I was unable 
to ascertain. These cuttings have laid bare the masonry, which consists of sun-dried bricks, 
measuring on the average seventeen inches square, with a thickness of three inches. At various 
points fragments of bricks of a bright red colour crop out from the layer of debris and decomposed 
clay (loess) which covers the surface; but these, too, are merely sun-dried. 

At a distance of only 5^ feet to the west of the mound just described rises another much 
lower one, known locally as Ktchik-Debe, ‘ The Little Mound. It is of circular shape, with a 
diameter of about 125 feet on the present ground-level, and rises to a height of only 12 feet. No 
brickwork can be traced on the surface of this mound, which is covered throughout with loose 
earth containing numerous graves. Human skeletons had been extracted from these on the 
occasion of some diggings made here under Mr. Macartney’s order a few years before iny visit, 
and the account given by the villagers left no doubt as to these graves being of Muhammadan 
origin. It is probable that an ancient debris mound had been utilized here as a Muhammadan 
burial-place. The same is the case with many a piece of waste ground around Kashgar, once 
occupied by buildings, and now owing to its higher level incapable of cultivation. As to the 
original character of the mound it is impossible to advance any certain opinion. It is possible 
that it marks the position of some shrine or monastic building attached to the Stupa. 
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Section II.— THE RUINS NEAR KHAN-UI 

It was from the Chinese City Prefect or Hsien-kuan of Kashgar that I first learned of the 
e.xistence of ancient remains on desert ground beyond the hamlet of K/iaii-ni, some twenty miles 
to the nortli-east of tlie ‘ Old City ’ of Kashgar. A tradition communicated to me by that 
amiable official connected the site with a Chinese settlement supposed to have existed there 
during the time of the Han Dynast}'. But whether this tradition rested on some historical 
information or was merely, as I suspected, derived by a kind of ‘popular etymology’ from the 
name of the neighbouring hamlet Klian-ui (literally meaning ‘the Khan’s residence’), I was 
not able to ascertain. The march which brought me, on Sept. 4, 1900, to Khan-ui, through 
the fertile village tract of Besh-karim, has been described in my Personal Narrative. There, 
too, I have given an account of the picturesque shrine of Bn (Bibi) Mairyam Khanum, situated 
some three miles to the west of Khan-ui, which marks the resting-place of the saintly daughter 
of Satok Boghra Khan, the royal champion of Islam, famous in the local traditions of Kashgar b 

At a distance of about one mile to the north-east of Khan-ui hamlet all cultivation ceases • Ddbris-area 
and after another mile in the same direction, over absolutely barren ‘Dasht’, I found an extensive 
area of low denuded loess banks cov'ered in plentiful patches with small decayed fragments of 
ancient potter}', glass, and slag. These remains, tliough far too small to show any characteristic 
decorative features, supplied unmistakable evidence of ancient habitation. But of the buildings 
from which they originated no other indication could be traced. The walls of sun-dried bricks 
or mud, of which these buildings must have mainly been constructed, had long ago disappeared — 
undoubtedly, as subsequent experience at so many other sites showed me, through the erosive 
action of wind and sand. The bare surface of rclativcl}' hard loess on which these fragments 
rested bore plain evidence, too, of the destructive forces at work here. It had, no doubt, been 
lowered considerably below the level of the ground at the time when the site was occupied ; 
but the total absence of constructive remains makes it impossible to estimate the extent of 
reduction in level. In the shallow depressions separating these loess banks, there were to 
be found here and there small accumulations of sand forming rudimentary dunes. I now 
regret not having secured at the time specimens of this sand ; for their microscopical analysis 
Avould probably have furnished clear proof as to whether this ‘sand’ is disintegrated loess 
produced by erosion on the spot, or fine detritus Avashed doA\’n from the hills nortliAvard. 

This area, streAvn Avith diminutive ddbris, extends probably over more than a square mile. Traditions 
and is knoAvn by the name of Hasa-Tain-. Popular tradition, as related to me by Sop Niaz 
BoAV'a, the old Aksakal of Besh-karim, supposes an ‘old toAvn’ {/cdnc-s/ia/i}'), the capital of 
a ‘Chinese Khakan', to have stood here until Satok Boghra Khan destroyed it. Traces of an 
old canal, by Avhich the tOAvn is believed to have received its Avater, are said to exist south of 
Hasa-Tam; but the traditional connexion of this canal Avith the Yaman-yar river, far aAvay to 
the south, is incompatible AA'ith geographical facts. 

Proceeding eastAvard of Hasa-Tam for a distance of three miles, over ground Avhere stretches Ruins of 
of Avind-SAvept bare loess alternate Avith Ioav dunes of moving sand, I reached the ruins knoAvn Tdp^-Tim. 
as Topa-Tim (‘the Sandy Mound’). They proved to consist of a conspicuous mound, roughly 
circular in shape, built of sun-dried bricks, and the much decayed remains of a great quadrangle 
closely adjoining it on the Avest. The mound, Avhich rises to a height of 28 feet, and on the 

* See Ruins of Khotan, pp. 142 sqq. a local name, and is in at least two places, near Guma and 

’ Tam means ‘ wall ' in TurkI, I am not aware of the Moji, applied to deserted village sites ; see beloAV chap. v. 
significance of Rasa. The word is apparently frequent as sec. ii, iv. 
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present ground-level shows a circumference of about 350 feet, could easily be recognized as 
a riiincd Stupa. Tlie ravages of time had completely effaced the outlines of its constructive 
Icatures; but the masonry of sun-dried bricks, of which it was formed, was plainly revealed at 
several points below the covering crust of crumbling ddbris, and its interior appears to have 
remained undisturbed. Tlic bricks, closely resembling in make those of the Kashgar mounds, 
measure on the average 14I inches square, with a thickness of 3 inches. 

The quadrangular structure adjoining measures about 260 feet along its two longer sides, 
running in the direction of north-west to south-east, and about 170 feet along its shorter sides, 
from north-east to south-west. Its eastern corner is separated from the foot of the Stupa mound 
by a space of only 45 feet. Being unable to trace any masonrj^ m sihe along the low mounds 
which mark the sides of the quadrangle, I concluded that these represent the remains of broad 
walls or ramparts, which were built solid in stamped clay (loess), after the fashion still prevailing 
throughout Turkestan, and were once surmounted by superstructures now completely destroyed^. 
The plentiful fragments of fair]y hard bricks, charred xvood, and plaster which mingled with the 
sand covering the surface of these low mounds, seem to be distinct traces of such superstructures. 
The c.xtant remains of the quadrangular enclosure rose 8 to 10 feet above the sandy level of the 
interior, which evidentlj' had been an open court3'ard ; the breadth of the mounds measured 
on the top varied from about 40 feet on the north-western face to less than 20 feet on the 
soutli-eastern face, where the entrance gate maj^ possibl}’- have been situated. Judging from 
the position and size of the quadrangle, it appears highly probable that it Avas intended for the 
accommodation of the monastery once attached to the Stupa. 

From Hclsa-Tam I had already sighted, through the dust-laden atmosphere, a second group 
of ruins known as Maurt-Tim, situated almost due north. I reached them on the 5th of September, 
after a ride of about four miles to the north-north-west of Topa-Tim. On the way a deep-cut 
river-bed was crossed, about 500 feet broad, but now almost completely dry. I was assured 
that only after exceptionally heavy rain in the mountains does this ‘Sai’, which d^cends from 
tlie west and is the direct continuation of the stream passing Osten (or Little) Artush, carry 
anj'^ water so far down its course. Ordinarily its Avater, mainly supplied b}' the drainage of the 
Kara-Jilga Valley above that large village, is completely absorbed by irrigation channels taken 
off higher up. The fields of Khan-ui to the south, and those of Eski to the north of the 
river-bed, are noAV the loAvest cultivated areas supplied by these canals. In ancient times 
canals from the same source undoubtedly reached the ancient sites noAv under discussion, and 
probably extended yet further to the south-east. Even at the present day there must be 
abundance of Avater in the area actually irrigated to account^ for the swamps Avhich Colonel 
Trotter noticed at the point Avhere the line of drainage of the Artush stream joins the Ki^hgar 
river, some twenty-five miles below Ba Mairyam Khanum^. Apart from the water, which at 
times of exceptional floods may reach that point in the actual river-bed just described, I have 
no doubt much of the Avater absorbed in irrigation comes there to the surface again m the 
form of springs. We shall have occasion to note the same process of percolation and its 
attending result, the formation of marsh-land, in the case of all the rivers reaching the southern 
edge of the Taklamakan Desert from the mountains above Khotan and Keriya. 


» The plan of construction here conjectured is Avell iflus- 
trated by the actually suweyed remains of the great quadrangle 
of Kara-dong, Avhich served the purposes of a fortified Sarai 
or post on the ancient route leading along the Keriya river; 
see Plate XXXWII. 


* Compare Yarhand Mission Report, p. 261, where it is 
noticed that no water ever reaches Khush-toghrak, the point 
of junction above referred to, from the Artush river during 
the hot and irrigating season. 
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The ruins of Maurl-TIni occupy a conspicuous position at the extreme point of an isolated 
tongue of high ground which slopes down towards the edge of the plains from a low bleak 
ridge of conglomerate. The latter stretches eastwards of Little Artush, and ultimately loses 
itself in tlie sandy expanse some miles to the cast of the site. Considering the exposed situation, 
the good preservation of the ruins — and in particular of the Stupa which forms their most 
characteristic feature — was a pleasant surprise. The small gravelly plateau on which the ruins 
rise, extending for a length of about 500 feet from north-west to south-east, and only about 
100 to 150 feet broad on the top, could never have been utilized for cultivation. While the 
structures were thus safe from being partially buried through a gradual rise of the adjoining 
ground, they lacked the protection which the accumulation of drift-sand would have afforded 
at true desert sites. 

It appears to me that the relative immunity enjoyed by tlicsc ruins from the destruction 
which has overtaken so many similar remains in these regions must be attributed to a combination 
of two circumstances. On the one hand, the Maurl-Tim ruins seem to have been sufficiently 
far removed from the dangers which the vicinity of inhabited settlements or much-frequented 
roads threaten to all old structures. On the other hand, their position under the shelter of a hill 
range has manifestly protected them from the full erosive force of the desert-winds and the 
sand which they move. 

The plan of the site (see Plate XXII) shows that its chief remains consist of a Stupa at the 
end of the small plateau already referred to, and of a large oblong mound some 200 feet 
behind it^ The StOpa, views of which from the south-west and south-east are reproduced in 
Fig. 13 and Plate I respectively, rises on a square base, formed by three successively receding stories, 
the lowest measuring 40 feet on each side, and having an elevation of three feet above the ground. 
The ne.xt two stories are each 5^ feet high, and recede from the one next beneath by three feet. 
The highest story is followed by a circular base, five feet high, having a diameter of 24 feet; 
and this again bears a drum, five feet in height, and decorated with bold projecting mouldings 
at top and bottom. From the drum springs finally the Stupa dome, which at its foot shows 
a diameter of 17 feet, identical with that of the drum. The top of the dome is broken, but 
as its extant masonry rises to a height of about 14 feet, as shown by the section in the plan, 
it is clear that the dome or cupola cannot have been hemispherical, but must have shown 
a bulb shape®. 

It will be seen from the section that the Stupa in its present state still rises to a height 
of 38 feet. Its apparent height is considerably increased by the fact that it stands on the edge 
of a narrow plateau, which is itself raised 30 to 40 feet above the adjacent ground, and towards 
the west and south falls off with steep slopes. The square base of the Stupa shows a close 
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' Nearly a year after my visit to Ufaurl-Tim I learned 
from I\I. N. Petrovsky that an account of its ruins as well as 
of the remains in the vieinity of Kashgar had been published 
by him in the Proceedings of the Imperial Russian Archaeo- 
logical Society. I regret that my ignorance of the Russian 
language did not allow me to consult this article myself, 
and that pressure of other tasks has prevented me from 
obtaining indirect information about its contents at a time 
when that publication would have been otherwise accessible. 
I must, therefore, content myself with making a bare refer- 
ence to that article, published, as M. Chavannes informs me, 
in op. cit.. Oriental Section, vol. ix., 1895, pp, 147-99. 


“ I take this opportunity to correct the erroneous appli- 
cation of the term ‘ hemispherical ' dome in the description 
given in Prelim. Reporl, p. 18, as rvell as some slight discre- 
pancies in the measurements. These are due to the fact 
that, within the very brief time allowed for the preparation 
of the ‘Preliminaiy Report’, it was impossible to have finished 
drawings of my numerous plans prepared under my super- 
vision. The lithographic prints rapidly produced for imme- 
diate use could not be revised by me, and have hence proved 
occasionally slightly inexact. Their use was discarded by 
me when engaged on the final publication. 
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approach to correct orientation. The same arrangement will be observed in the Stupas of 
Endere and Rawak described below, while in the case of the only other two Stupas sufficiently 
well preserved for an exact restoration of the ground-plan, those of Topa-Tim and the Niya 
Site, the sides of the square base instead of the corners were found to be orientated This 
difference in arrangement is of interest, but in view of the small number of examples it would 
scarcely be safe to draw from it any chronological or other argument. 

The whole of the Stupa was originally coated with a fairly hard plaster of whitish colour, 
which still adheres on the south-east face, as Plate I shows, to some portions of the base where 
projecting mouldings have offered protection. On the same side, which evidently had suffered 
least from ‘weathering’, I also found in perfect preservation some of the woodwork employed 
to support the bold mouldings of plaster at the top and bottom of the drum. The tamarisk 
sticks used for this purpose were in numerous ' places' still firmly embedded in the brickwork, 
and often had retained their covering of bark. Where the outer surfaces had lost their plaster 
coating, but were otherwise in good preservation, they displayed solid masonry of sun-dried 
bricks in regular horizontal layers, each separated from the other by a setting of clay about 
two inches in thickness. The bricks measured i6 to 17 inches square, with a thickness of 3^ inches. 
The deep cuttings into the base and dome made on different levels from the north-west and 
south-west faces enabled me to ascertain that the same materials and the 
construction had been used throughout the Stupa. 
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Sec. ii] 

such relics ns it may have once contained had been successfully abstracted. From the foot of 
the north-Avest face and on the ground-level, a passage, apparently of more recent date, has been 
tunnelled deep into the solid masonry of the base. 

In the central shaft of the Maurl-Tim Stupa Ave have an e.vact counterpart of that small 
square chamber AA'hich I found, more injured, but still clearly recognizable, Avithin the domes 
of the mined Stupas of Takhtaband in BimCr, and of Brdar near ancient Taxila^®. Judging 
from someAvhat A'ague descriptions, it may be assumed to have existed also in the Manikyala 
Stupa, and in the numerous Stfipas of the Kabul Valle}' Avhich Avere ‘ explored ’ before and during ‘ 
tlie scA'eral Afghan campaigns”. But the identity of this feature only helps to emphasize still Architec- 
more clearly the close agreement Avhich exists in regard to general architectural arrangement 
betAA-een all Turkestan Stupas examined by me, and the corresponding structures extant in the Stupas. 
Kabul Valley and on the Indian north-Avest frontier. The Stupas of Maurl-Tim, Topa-Tim, 

Niya, Endere, and RaAvak all sIioaa' tlic dome, Avhich is the essential and unvarying feature of 
e\’ery Stupa, raised on a square base, and this again arranged in three stories. The relative 
proportion betAveen these stories A'aries considerably in the several structures, and so also do 
the shape of the dome and the relatiA'c height of the cylindrical portion or drum Avhich intervenes 
bctAA'ecn the top story of the base and the cupola proper. But tlie square shape of the base 
and its threefold arrangement are constant features, and the former in any case is characteristic 
also of the great majority of Stupas in the border-lands of India and Afghanistan. On the other 
hand the round base, Avhich belongs to an earlier stage of Sttipa construction, is represented 
in those territories only by a few examples, and seems completely absent in Eastern Turkestan 

An interesting notice of HsUan-tsang, the true significance of Avhich Avas first recognized by Traditional 
hi, A. Foucher, informs us that the Turkestan StOpas, Avith their square bases arranged in account of 

three stories, strictly conform to the manner of construction prescribed by a sacred tradition struction. 

current in Buddhist territories beyond the Indus. In describing certain small Stupas in the 

vicinity of Po-ho or Balkh, the pilgrim relates hoAV Buddha taught his first tAvo disciples the 

right AA'ay of venerating some relics of his person he had given them. First he took his 

Sanghati robe, and folding it into a square shape, laid it on the ground; over it he placed 

his Uttarasahga, and next over this his Saiikaksika. On the top of these garments he put his 

begging-bow'l turned upside doAAm, on AA'hich again he raised his mendicant’s staff. ‘ Thus he 

placed them in order, making thereby [the figure of] a Stupa. The tA\'o men taking the order, 
each AA'cnt to his OAA'n toAvn, and then, according to the model AA'hich the holy one had prescribed, 
they prepared to build a monument, and thus Avas the very first Stupa of the Buddhist religion 
erected”.’ There can be no doubt that, as explained by M. Foucher, the three garments, 
folded into squares, Avith the largest beloAA' and the smallest on the top, represent the three 


” Compare my Report on an Archaeological tour with the 
Bun'er Field Force, p. 40; pi. viii; also Indian Antiquary, 
1900, p. 145. In both these ruins the chamber was a cube 
of approximately 7 feet. 

“ See Cunningham, Archacol. Survey Reports, v., pi. xxii ; 
Toucher, FArt du Gandhara, i. p. 86. 

[For all points bearing on the development of Stupa 
architecture in India M. Foucher’s lucid and amply illustrated 
remarks, FArt du Gandhara, i. pp. 62-98, must now be 
compared. The arrangement of the Turkestan Stupas con- 
forms closely to the type of what M. Foucher treats as ‘ Les 
Stupa “ Transition'”; see ibid., pp. 72 sqq.] 


” See Si-yu-hi, transl. Beal, i. pp. 47 sq. The correct 
interpretation of the sevenal features of a Stupa symbolized in 
the legend has been given in the note contributed by 
M. Foucher to M. Chavannes' Voyage de Song Fun, p. 17, 
n, 5. The reference in the latter te.xt explained by HsQan- 
tsaiig’s passage is to the first Stupa in Khotan which, 
according to the injunction of its legendary founder, Vairocana, 
is said to have been erected in the shape of a ‘ Pdtra ren- 
versd ’ ; compare below, chap. A’lir. sec. v. [See now also 
Foucher, FArt du Gandhara, pp. 63 sq. ; Watters, Yuan 
Ckwang, i, p. 1 1 2.] 
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receding square terraces of the Stupa base; the begging-bowl turned upside down the dome; 
and the mendicant’s staff the pinnacle, which, mostly of wood and fitted witli Chattras or 
umbrellas, adorned all Stupas. 

_ It would be an interesting task to trace the regions and periods of Buddhist worship in 
which the orthodox system of Stupa construction prescribed in this legend actually prevailed ; 
but the time and space available for the present work does not permit of such inquiries. Nor 
does it appear to me safe, in view of the very limited number of Turkestan Stupas still sufficiently 
well preserved for accurate restoration and approximately datable, to draw any conclusion at 
present as to the development of their main architectural features. It may be assumed that 
in Turkestan, as in India, the strictly hemispherical dome, so aptly illustrated in the above 
legend by the begging-bowl turned upside down, represents the oldest shape adopted for relic 
memorials, and that bulb-shaped domes with exaggerated drums are later. But only a detailed 
study of all Stupa remains and Stupa models still extant on the Indian north-west frontier 
and beyond could furnish reliable indications as to the chronology of these changes, and even 
then the data deduced could not be applied with implicit assurance to monuments in widely 
separated regions. 

About 200 feet behind the Stupa, to the north-west, rises a great oblong mound (see PI. 1 ), 
consisting of solid masonry of sun-dried bricks, to a height of 34 feet above the same low gravelly 
ridge which bears the Stupa. The whole exterior is far too decayed to permit of an exact reconstruc- 
tion of the plan and dimensions ; nor can its original character and purpose be determined with 
certainty. Three stories, with traces of cells or large niches built into the brickwork, are roughly 
recognizable on the south-east face, which here, too, seems to have suffered least from exposure. 
The plan shows that the lengtli of the structure from south-west to. north-east was about 86 feet 
on the ground-level. Its original breadth seems to have been about 71 feet on the same 
level, but is more difficult to ascertain, even approximately, owing to the accumulation of d6bris 
in front of the south-east face. This is possibly due to the former existence here of a series 
of platforms or flights of stairs leading up to the higher stories. 

It would be difficult to form even a conjectural opinion as to the original purpose of this 
structure, were it not for the indications furnished by some better preserved ruins of a similar 
type with which the investigations of Russian and German scholars in the vicinity of Turfan 
have recently made us acquainted. These present themselves as square structures, displaying 
on each face a series of vaulted niches, arranged in a succession of receding stories, which still 
contain remains of large stucco statues of Buddhas or Bodhisattvas. The brief description of 
these ruined buildings, which I take from Dr. D. Klementz’s report on his preliminary survey 
of antiquarian remains at Turfan^'*, together with the illustrations given there of two of them, 
situated at Astana and Syrkheb, show plainly that their outlines resemble those of a truncated 
pyramid, suggested by the present appearance of the Maurl-Tim mound. Their dimensions, 
too, seem in several cases to approach closely those recorded for the latter Of the chamber 
or hall which two at least of the Turfan structures contain in their interior, I failed to trace 
any indication in the case of the Mauri-Tim ruin. Yet I have little doubt that it was built 
for identical purposes of worship. These quadrangular structures, with their rows of Buddhist 


” See Nachrichien iiber die von der kais. Akademie der 
Wissenschqflen zu Si. Petersburg imjahre 1898 ausgerUsMe 
Expedition nach Turfan, i. pp. 2S1 3 ® 5 illustrations 

on p. 31 and Plate i of the ruins of Astana and Syrkheb show 
the niches for statues ranged in two and five stories respectively. 


“ Thus for the structure of Yar-khoto a height of 36 
feet is mentioned ; the one of ‘ Idykut-schari ’ is described 
as being 70 feet long on one of the faces of the ground- 
floor, with a total height of 46 feet, 
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images, appear to have taken the place, vtniatis nmtandis, of the chapel courts which surround 
the Stupas of numerous ruined Viharas in ancient Gandhara, e. g. Jamalgarhi, Takht-i-Bahi, 

Ranlgat, and show rows of statues, each placed in a separate niche or small chapel. The 
publication of more detailed information, which may now be expected on the basis of Professor 
Griinwedel’s researches, will, I hope, permit us to form a definite opinion on this point 

Scattered over tlie area between the Stupa and the mound just described are the remains Smaller 
of two small square cellas, marked D, E on the plan, and of another small building, C, of oblong 
shape. The low crumbling walls show masonr}' of sun-dried bricks. Those of D and E measure 
outside 26 and 18 feet, respective!)', on each face, while the third has a width of 15 feet. The 
size of tlie bricks is approximately the same as noted in the Stupa. The ruin of a fourth 
small structure, F, forming an oblong of 27^ by 21 feet, and containing two rooms, occupies 
a somewhat lower gravel terrace to the south of the Stupa, separated by a narrow ravine 
from tlie end of the ridge. None of the little buildings preserve indications of their original 
use, whether as chapels or habitations for attendants; nor did their examination furnish guidance 
as to the date of the Maurl-Tim ruins. Ancient Chinese copper coins are said to turn up in the 
vicinity, but no autlientic finds came to my notice. That the ruins go back to pre-Muhammadan 
times, is, of course, quite certain, and is fully recognized by local tradition, which sees in the 
‘Gumbaz’, i. e. tlie Stfipa, the watch-tower of the fabulous ‘King of Chin and Maclifn ' who 
resided in tlie ‘ancient city’ of Hasa-Tam before Harun Boghra Khiln destroyed it. 

Before closing my account of the ancient remains in the neighbourhood of Khan-ui, I must Ruin of 
refer to a curious structure situated on tlie barren ‘Dasht’ some three miles to the south-west 
of hlaurl-Tim (see Fig. 17). Walls built of clay cast in moulds, and showing a perceptible 
inward slant, form an oblong, of which the western and eastern faces measure about 23 feet, 
and those to the north and south about 22 feet The walls, which still rise to a height of 
i6| feet above the ground, are 3I feet tliick, and clearly show horizontal layers, about i-| feet 
in height, corresponding to the wooden moulds in which, after the fashion still prevailing throughout 
Turkestan, tlie clay used in their construction was stamped. The foot of the walls, especially 
at the corners, has, as the photograph shows, suffered damage owing to the erosive action of 
the wind-driven sand. The structure does not appear to have ever been roofed, nor was it 
provided with a door, access to tlie interior being now obtained by a narrow hole cut into the 
east wall. 

The name Kapiar-Khdna, ‘the Pigeon House’, by which the ruin is popularly known, is Receptacles 
derived from the little niches, surmounted by pointed arches and looking like pigeon-holes, 
which line the whole of the inner sides of the walls. They are arranged in six rows, each 
row containing 15 holes on the western and eastern sides, and 13 holes on the shorter sides 
to the north and south. Each hole is about ii inches high, with a width and depth of 10 inches, 
and appears to have been originally intended for the reception of human bones ; for the ground 
inside is thickly strewn with bones, and has, according to the local information received by me, 
always been seen in this condition. Notliing at or near this desolate structure afforded evidence 
as to its date, though the relatively good preservation of the walls seems to preclude the assumption 
of great antiquity. Its shape and apparent purpose curiously recall a columbarium. Neither 
Buddhist custom as developed in India nor Muhammadanism would allow of such a disposal 

The general resemblance pointed out' by Dr. Klementz give to the latter the character of a Stupa is certainly 
(ibid., pp. 31 sq.) between the plan of those Turlan structures erroneous, 
and the great temple of Bodhgaya cannot be denied ; but to 
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of human remains ; nor would it be in agreement with orthodox Zoroastrian practice Unless 
therefore, we may recognize in this strange ruin a relic of the times when the territory of 
Kashgar contained a considerable community of Nestorian Christians, we must look to the 
Chinese side for some explanation of its doleful purpose. 


Section III. — THE OASIS AND CITY OF YARKAND 
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On the nth of September, 1900, I finally set out from Kashgar for the journey to Khotan. 
Avoiding the ordinary caravan route, I chose for the march to Yarkand the track which crosses 
the region of moving sands around the popular shrine of Ordam-Padshah, and joins the main 
road from Kashgar and Yangi-Hisar at the oasis of Klzil. The account contained in my 
Personal Narrative ^ renders it unnecessary to describe here my route or the appearance of that 
much-frequented pilgrimage place in the desert. Before reaching the latter I received information 
of two old sites {lione-shahr') of some kind. One of these, known as Kizil-Debe, and situated 
about five miles to the north-west of the Yakshamba or Sunday Bazar of Khan-arik, was visited 
by Surveyor Ram Singh. He reported having seen there only waste ground strewn with 
such minute ddbris as is observed at Hasa-Tam, and scanty traces of a low platform or wall 
built of clay. The other old site, called Bai-khan, and situated approximately 16 miles to the 
south-east of the Bazar of the Achchik oasis, I vainly attempted to reach on my march to 
Ordam-Padshah. My failure in this attempt, explained in my Personal Narrative, need scarcely 
give rise to much regret ; for, according to the descriptions received, this locality, too, shows only 
the fragmentary ddbris characteristic of those completely eroded sites known as ‘ Tatis which 
we shall soon have occasion to notice in the Khotan region. 

Ordam-Padshah, a desolate Ziarat surrounded on all sides by high dunes of drift-sand, owes 
its sanctity to the pious belief that it marks the spot where the holy Sultan Arslan Boghra 
Khan, a grandson of Satok Boghra Khan, with a host of faithful followers of Islam, while 
engaged in prayer, succumbed to a treacherous attack of the infidel army from Khotan, The 
legend of the royal martyr is told at length in the Tadhkira-i Satok Boghra Khan, full extracts 
from which have been given by Dr. Bellew^. No ancient remains of any kind appear to exist 
near this pilgrimage place ; yet in view of the recurring proofs as to the continuity of local 
Avorship in these regions, the question seems justified whether Ordam-Padshah, like many a Mazar 
about Khotan, has not inherited its fame from some earlier Buddhist shrine in the same 
locality 

Ordam-Padshah lies undoubtedly on the most direct line connecting Kashgar with the 
oasis of Yarkand; and consequently the tradition, which asserts that the main road between 
these two places once passed there and by the neighbouring shrine of Hazrat-Begim, may 
possibly rest on an historical basis ■*. We shall presently see that the assumption of such a shorter 


I See of Khotan, pp. 149 sqq. 

' Farhand Mission Report, Yp. 127 sq.; alsoGrenard, 

in Journal asiat., 1900, xv. p. 13. 

= For a detailed description of the physical conditions of 
Ordam-Padshah, comp. Hedin, Reisen in Z.-A., pp. 232 sq. 

* See Pledin, ibid., p. 3. The belief there expressed that 
in old times the belt of vegetation and settlements might 
have extended in this region further eastwards than at 
present would receive archaeological support ifDr. Bellews 


statement as to the e.xistence of a ddbris-strewn ancient site 
near Hazrat-Begim (see Yarkand Mission Report, p. 38) 
could be verified. When encamped at Hazrat-Begim on 
September 14, 1900, I received no information as to such 
a site in the vicinity, and the manifestly erroneous route 
which the map of the Yarkand Mission Report marks for 
Dr. Bellew’s excursion to Ordam-Padshah makes the actual 
position of the reported site appear doubtful. 
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route would help to account for the distance recorded by Hsuan-tsang for his journey front 
Ch'ia-sha or Kashgar to Ch^-chii-chia. Tlie latter territory, which the pilgrim’s itinerary places 
at a distance of 500 li to the south-east of Kashgar, has been identified by V. de Saint-Martin, 
and after him by others, with Yarkand; but Hsiian-tsang’s description, as we shall see, plainly 
shows that Ch^-chii-chia must be looked for further south, in the direction of the present 
Karghalik. 

Though Yarkand is in all probability a place of considerable antiquity, it is difficult to trace Antiquity of 
back its name or even its existence as a town of importance previous to the Mongol conquest Yarkand, 
in the thirteenth century. In the Chinese Yuan-shih Annals relating to the period of Mongol 
dominion it is frequently mentioned under the names of Yeh-li-cliien, Ya-Srh-ltan, &c., along 
with the cities of Kashgar and Khotan Marco Polo, too, on his way from Kashgar to Khotan, 
duly notices the ‘ Province of Yarcan ’, where he found Nestorian and Jacobite Christians among 
a population generally Muhammadan, and was struck by the prevalence of goitre, still to this 
day a characteristic of its inhabitants ®. Mirza Haidar supplies, perhaps, the strongest proof of 
the antiquity of Yarkand by the mention he makes of the excavations which Mirza Aba Bakr 
carried on at the site of ‘ the old town,’ and which were believed to have yielded him great 
treasures k Mirza Haidar does not specify _ the exact position of the area thus excavated, but 
is careful to note that ‘ it is not known whether the old town was called Yarkand or whether 
it had another name’*. He adds that in the days of his ancestors ‘Yarkand was a companion 
city to Yangi-Hisar ’. 

I believe that we may attribute special significance to the latter remark; for it helps to Yarkand 
explain why neither Hsuan-tsang, our safest guide in the old topography of this region, nor the p^ng 
records of the T'ang period furnish any definite notice which can be referred to Yarkand. We period, 
have seen above that Hsuan-tsang’s territory of Wu-sha, which lay to the east of the Muztagh- 
Ata range, extended on the south to the 6lta, i.e. the Yarkand river*. It must thus have 
comprised not only the greater part of the present district of Yangi-Hisar, but also the whole 
of the Yarkand oasis, which tradition, as well as modern administrative division, confines to 
the small but fertile tract on the left bank of the river after its emergence from the mountains 


' See Bretschneider, Med. Researches, ii. pp. 47 sq. 
I follow the ordinary modem pronunciation in spelling the 
name as Yarhand. The form Yarkand is frequent in 
j\Iuhammadan texts. For an etymology see below, note 8. 

® See Yule, Marco Polo, i. p. 187. 

’ Comp. Tdrzkh-i-Rashidt, pp. 256 n., 257, 296. 

® See ibid., p. 296. The name Yarkand bears a Turk! 
look, and may contain in its first part the Turk! wordj'ar, 
which is used throughout Eastern Turkestan for the designa- 
tion of ravines deeply cut into alluvial (loess) soil, and is of 
common occurrence in Turkestan local names (see Hedin, 
Reisen in Z.- A., p. 356. The meaning ‘alluvial terrace' 
there given to ydr does not accord with the application of 
the w’ord as observed by me from Kashgar to Khotan). 
The second part is clearly the Turk! word (probably of 
■ Iranian origin) pronounced hand or kanl, meaning ‘ cultivated 
land, agricultural settlement ’ ; comp. Shaw, Turki Vocabu- 
lary, p. 168. 

“ Compare above, pp, 42 sq. 

. This inclusion of the Yarkand oasis in Wu-sha 
accounts for the mention of jade made in Hsiian-tsang’s 
above-quoted description of that territory; see above, p. 44. 


Mirza Haidar {Tdrikh-i-Rashidi, p. 298) when describing 
the Yarkand river’s course near the town, distinctly states 
that jade is found in it, and this statement is confirmed by 
modem information. According to a notice which Mr. Ma- 
cartney kindly obtained for me from Sun Ssu-yeh, Chinese 
Munshi of the Kashgar Agency, jade used to be dug until 
50 or 60 years ago near a village, the name of which is 
given as I-kan-clii — ■ and which is described 

as situated to the south of Yarkand city, near or on the 
Yarkand river. From Muhammadju, my Yarkandi servant, 
I learn that jade pebbles are ‘ fished ' out of the river-bed in 
flood time near the village of Kozumal, on the left bank of 
the Yarkand river, and apparently some 16 miles to the SSW. 
of the city. Jade mines are known to exist at several points 
in the mountains drained by the Zarafshan or Yarkand 
river, and it is thus easy to realize that jade pebbles occur 
also in the rubble beds deposited by the river after its entry 
into the plain, just as they are found in the beds and near 
the banks of the Yurung-kash and Kara-kash rivers of Khotan. 
The Hsin-chiang-chih-lio, a treatise of the eighteenth century,- 
notes for the river passed south of Yarkand the popular 
designation of Yil-ho ‘jade river’; J. as., 1846, viii. p. 245. 
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Taking into account that the territory of Wu-sha, according to Hsiian-tsang’s definite statement 
was at his time in dependence on the rulers of Chieh-p an-t o or Sarikol, it is easy to understand 
why the city corresponding to the present Yarkand, whether its capital or only one of its chief 
centres, was passed over in silence by both Hsuan-tsang and the Tang Annalists. The importance 
of Yarkand or its earlier representative must at that period have been still further impaired by 
the existence, immediately to the south, of the separate kingdom variously designated in our 
Chinese sources as Chu-chu-po, Chu-chu-p'an, or Che-chu-chia, which intervened betiveen Wu-sha 
and Khotan, and, as will be seen below, must be identified with the present district of Karghalik. 

During the supremacy of the Han Dynasty the latter territory was split up among a number 
of small chiefships, and possibly we may connect with this political condition the fact that the 
Annals of that early period show us a relatively important kingdom, the Chinese designation 
of which, ^ is variously transcribed as So-cJii, Sha-km, So-kJim, So-M, So-kiil, &c, in a position 
that probably corresponds to the present Yarkand as assumed by Chinese geographers ”, The 
account of the CJiien Han s/m, as extracted by Wylie, places the kingdom of So-ch'^, Avith 
its capital of the same name, at a distance of 560 li from Su-16 or Kashgar, tlie direction 
being variously stated as south or east instead of the true one Avhich lies between these two^-. 
A still clearer topographical indication is contained in the notice that the territory of 
Tzu-Jto (Tseu-ho or Tse-ho in M. Chavannes’ transcription), which can safely be identified with 
Karghalik and the valleys above it, adjoined So-ch'^ from the south The population of 
So-ch*^ is estimated at 16,373, nearly double that of Su-le, with 3,049 trained troops, which 
indicates a principality of some consequence. A mention of some dynastic changes during the 
reign of the Emperor Hsuan Ti (73-49 b. c.) seems to imply special relations of its rulers 
with the powerful Wu-sun nation, while from the list of Chinese official posts there located 
it may be concluded that, in the administrative system intended to maintain the protectorate 
of the Hans in the country, some importance was attached to So-ch'6. At the commencement 
of the Later Han period So-ch'e is said to have exercised supremacy over Khotan 

My stay at Yarkand did not bring to my notice ancient sites in its vicinity nor any 
antiquarian objects of pre-Muhammadan origin. On tlie other hand, it helped me to realize the 
exceptional advantages Avhich the toAvn enjoys as a commercial centre. Yarkand undoubtedly 
owes its old-established prosperity and its flourishing trade to its position at the point where 
the great routes from Khotan, Ladak, and the Oxus are joined by those leading to Kashgar 
and the north-eastern part of the Tarim Basin. The abundance of local produce favours the 
gprowth of a large town population, and this, AAUth its quasi-cosmopolitan colonies drawn from 
all parts of the Oxus Valley, from Ladak, Baltistan, Afghanistan, and the border regions of 
China, reflects the true causes of Yarkand’s importance. ‘ Hiarchan, the capital of the kingdom 
of Cascar’’, thus Benedict Goez tells us, ‘is a mart of much note, both for tlie great concourse 
of merchants, and for the variety of wares. At this capital the caravan of Cabul merchants 
reaches its terminus ; and a new' one is formed for the journey to Cathay Though the 


” Compare, besides Wylie’s paper quoted below, Bret- 
schneider, Med. Researches, ii. p.4 7 > Ritter, As/ers, v. pp. 405 sq., 
■where earlier extracts from the Han Annals by De Guignes, 
Rdmusat, P. Hj-acinth are quoted; also Julien,/. as., 1846, 
viii. p. 245; Franke, Rem/mss der Tilrkvolker , pp. 51, 70. 

» See Wylie, 'Notes on the Western Regions,’/ A«//;re/. 
Inst., X. pp. 47 sq. 

Compare Wylie, ibid., p. 31. The reference to the 
rclalir'e position of So-ehl and Ru-li is less instructive, since 


the latter territory, •which seems to have been situated some- 
where on the Upper Yarkand river, is placed in different 
passages cither 74® south-west or 54 ® 1* to the 

west; sec ibid., pp. 47i 

For Tzu-ho (Tseu-ho) compare Chavannes, Veyag^ de 
Song run, p. 19, note 4 ; and below, p. 92. 

" Sec Rdmusat, Ville de Khotan, p. 5; below, chap. vii. 

sec. !»• 

» Yule, Caihayj ii. p. 
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political centre has shifted from Yarkand since the re-establishment of Chinese rule, the above 
description still holds good ; and we may well conclude that the flourishing condition of the 
city which Marco Polo’s account also indicates, was maintained from early times independent 
of political predominance. 


Section IV.— KARGHALIK IN CHINESE RECORDS 


We have seen already that Hsiian-tsang’s itinerary, after leaving Kashgar, took him over Oasis of 
a distance of 500 li in a south-easterly direction, to the kingdom of Chd-chii-chia. Since the 
pilgrim distinctly mentions the crossing of the ^ita or Yarkand river e)i rouie, there can be no 
doubt that Ch^-chu-chia must be identified with the present district of Karghalik. The latter 
may be roughly described as comprising the hill tracts which slope down from the snowy 
ranges confining the vallejf of the Raskam Darya or Upper Yarkand river, and at their northern 
foot are bordered by the lower course of that river and the sands of the Taklamakan. Where 
the streams draining these hills debouch into the plain, either to carry their water into the 
Yarkand river, or to be absorbed in irrigation, we find oases of remarkable fertility formed on 
the rich alluvial soil. The largest of tliese, with a town of considerable size and importance, 
is the oasis of Karghalik, watered by tlie Tiznaf river and a number of smaller streams ; it is 
joined on the north by a belt of highly cultivated ground with numerous villages, which extends 
unbroken for about 25 miles from Karghalik town to the right bank of the Yarkand river. 

It remains doubtful whether the capital of Ch6-chU-chia, which Hsiian-tsang describes as Hsiian- 
having a circumference of twelve li, and defended by high and solid walls \ is to be located 
at the site of the present Karghalik or perhaps further north, where, not far from the Yarkand 
river, we find another large and flourishing settlement at Posgam-Bazar. But it is certain 
that his description of the territory, the circuit of which he estimates at a thousand li, or ten 
marches, accurately fits the district of Karghalik. ‘ La population est nombreuse ; les montagnes 


^ I follow Julien’s translation, M^moires, ii. p. 221. This 
seems more accurate than that of Beal, Si-yti-ki, ii. p. 307, 
which makes the capital ‘ hemmed in by crags and mountain 
fastnesses.’ In order to find a position appro.ximately corre- 
sponding to this description, we should have to look for the 
old capital at least two or three marches further south, in 
the direction of Kok-yar. But apart from the fact that 
the confined nature of that valley would scarcely be suited 
for a capital, such a location could not be reconciled with 
the distance of 500 li, or five marches, indicated by 
Hsiian-tsang between Kashgar (jCh'za-sha) and Chfi-chii-chia. 
We know that the pilgrim, in estimating distances from 
one territory to the neighbouring one, regularly records 
that from capital to capital. Now the estimate of five 
marches from Kashgar may be accepted as approximately 
right, if the capital of ChS-chfi-chia is to be placed at Karghalik, 
or rather some distance further north. But in order to reach 
Kok-yar in five days, a distance of over r8o miles from 
Kashgar, the pilgrim would have had to make forced marches 
of a kind with which we cannot reasonably credit him. 

In this connexion we may note a point in Hsiian-tsang’s 
itinerary from Kashgar to Ch8-chii-chia which is in need of 
elucidation. The Mimoires, ii. p. 220, tell us: ‘En sortant 


de ce pays, il fit environ cinq cents li au sud-est, passa la 
ririfere Si-h (§Ita), franchit un grand passage de montagne 
convert de sable, et arriva au royaume de Tcho-hou-h'a 
(Ch6-chil-chia).' If strict topographical sequence must be 
assumed in the description of the route, we should have 
to look for the great ‘ passage de montagne convert de sable ’ 
to the south of the ZarafshSn, and we could in that case 
identify' it only with the ‘Dasht’ at the foot of the hills 
which the most direct route from Kashgar to Karghalik 
(passing through Yaka-arik and avoiding Yarkand city) 
skirts just north of Karghalik. But taking into account 
the general topography of the route, it appears to me far 
more probable that Hsiian-tsang’s reference is really to the 
curious ridge of much-decayed hills which runs into the desert 
south of Ordam-Padshah, and which, at the point where 
the pilgrim’s track from the latter place crosses it, bears the 
‘ Ziarat ’ of Ulugh-Nishan (see Jiuins of Khoian, p. T58 ; 
Hedin, Reisen in Z.-A., p. 3). The old route from Kashgar 
to Yarkand and Karghalik is, as shown above, pp. 86 sq., likely 
to have followed. this, the shortest line ; and the unexpected 
passage of an isolated ridge in the midst of a level expanse 
of sandy desert may have impressed the pilgrim, just as it 
surprises the modem traveller. 
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et les colline's se touchent. De vastes plages sont couvertes de sable et de pierres. Ce royaume 
est voisin de deux fleuves ; la culture des grains et des arbres fruitiers y est florissante. Ilabonde 
surtout en raisins, en poires et en prunes. Le vent et le froid regnent en toute saisoh 2.’ The 
latter remark applies with particular force to the higher parts of the valleys comprised in the 
district. But it is easy to recognize also the previous reference to the vast slopes of pebble- 
strewn ‘Dasht' which form the glacis of the outer ranges, and to the plains of moving sand 
extending further northward. The two rivers alluded to are manifestly the Zarafshan and the 
Tiznaf; the oases irrigated from them and their tributaries still abound in rich orchards, and 
arbours. Coming from the north, just as Hsuan-tsang did, I was struck by tire variety and 
luxuriant growth of the fruit and other trees to be seen around Karghalik. The rural scenery 
thus created reminded me more of Kashmir than any other I saw in the country (see Fig. 15)®. 

Hsuan-tsang is less laudatory in his account of the people. ‘The men are passionate 
and cruel; they are false and treacherous, and in open day practise robbery .... Their 
politeness is very scant, and their knowledge of literature and the arts equally so. They 
have an honest faith, however, in the three precious objects of worship, and love the practice 
of religion. There are several tens of Sahgharamas, but mostly in a ruinous condition ; there 
are some hundred followers who study the Great Vehicle k’ The latter statement plainly 
shows that the Buddhist establishments of the country had seen their most flourishing days by -, 
the time of the pilgrim’s visit ; yet he notes the interesting fact that the canonical texts of the 
Mahayana school as preserved by them were more numerous than elsewhere. ‘ Parmi les 
lieux oil est parvenue la loi du Bouddha, il n’en est aucun oh la doctrine du Mahayana soit 
aussi florissante. Elle embrasse dix recueils renfermant chacun cent mille Blokas. Depuis 
qu’elle a dtd introduite dans ce pays jusqu’a nos jours, elle s’est dtendue d’une manihre 
remarquable ®.’ 

Whatever may have been the cause of this special affluence in canonical texts, it is certain, 
in view of what we had occasion to remark above of the territorial division between the two 
great Buddhist schools in the ‘ Western Regions ’, that this predominance of the Mahayana 
doctrine in the convents of Che-chii-chia indicates close connexion with the Buddhist Church as 
established at Khotan ®. In full agreement herewith we learn that the written characters liere 
used were the same as those of Ch'ii-sa-tan-na or Khotan. But of the spoken language Hsuan- 
tsang tells us that it was different. Hsuan-tsang’s statement as to the writing of Che-clui-chia 
is borne out and explained by identical notices of Sung YUn and the Tang Annals to be 
discussed below These inform us that the written characters of that territory were the same 
as those of the P'o-lo-m^n or Brahmans ; and we know in fact by the manuscript finds from 
the ancient sites of Khotan that it was the Brahml script of India, with but slight local modi- 
fications, which prevailed in Khotan during the T ang period. 

Hsuan-tsang’s remark, however, regarding the spoken language is at variance with the 
earlier notices of Sung Yun and his fellow-traveller, Hui-sh6ng, to be referred to below, in which 
the language of the people of Chu-chu-po (i. e. Che-chii-chia) is declared to be similar to that 
of YU-t'ien or Khotan We know that these two pilgrims visited both Khotan and Karghalik. 
about the year 519 a.d,, and their observation as to the language they heard about Karghalik 


’ See 3 Umoim, ii. p. 221. Beal, ii. p. 307, translates: 
‘ Stony districts spread in every direction,’ which seems less 
accurate. 

’ Sec Ruins of Khotan, pp. 174, i 79 - 
• Beal, Si-yu-M, iL p. 308. ' Memoires, ii. p. 222. 


' Sec above, pp. 56 sq. 

’ Compare pp. 91 sq.; Chavannes, Voyage d( Song Vun, 
p. 20; Turcs pccid., p. 

' Sec below, p. 92; . Chavannes, Voyage de Song Yun, 
p. 19, note 4. 
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receives confirmation from the close affinity noted by the T'ang Annals between the languages 
of Sarikol and Khotan®. This affinity is fully accounted for by the Iranian character of both, 
as proved for Khotan by the documents from Dandan-Uiliq in the so-called ‘unknown lan- 
guage’’®; and we find no difficulty whatever in assuming that the territory of Karghalik, 
interv'ening between Sarikol and Kliotan, similarly held a population speaking an Eastern 
Iranian dialect 

When discussing above the evidence of the T ang Annals as to the ancient tongue of Paklipos, a 
Sarikol and Khotan we had occasion to refer to the Pakhpo tribe in the more remote mountain 
tracts of the Karghalik district. Though their language still awaits investigation, there is little population, 
doubt that, on anthropological grounds, these hill-men must be classed with the Galdia or hill 
Tajik population found to the present day in Sarikol and the valleys further west ”, If we 
may recognize in the Pakhpos a remnant of the original population of Karghalik, in this light 
Hui-sh6ng's statement becomes intelligible. The different ethnic conditions noted by Hsiian- 
tsang may have been a result of the domination of the Ych-ta or White Hans, which Hui-sheng 
particularly mentions, and may have been confined to the lower and more accessible parts of 
tlie district Through these alone the pilgrim is likely to have passed on his way to Khotan. 

He refers, indeed, to a high mountain mass on the southern border of the district, with Buddhist 
its vegetation stunted through intense cold ; but it is clear that his mention of it is solely 
due to a pious legend manifestly heard at a distance. Numerous 'niches and stone chambers’ chia. 
on tlie flanks of the great mountain were believed to have been miraculously frequented by 
Arhats from India, who obtained Nirvana there. Popular belief in HsUan-tsang’s time still 
supposed certain deep rock caverns to be tenanted by three Arhats whose minds had become 
extinguished in complete ecstasy, while the hair of their withered bodies was still growing. 

M. Chavannes was the first to recognize that the notices in the T'ang Annals and Sung Chu-chu-po 

Yiin’s itinerary' of a kingdom variously designated as Chn-chil-po or Cht-chil-pan, immediately 
to the west of Khotan, referred to the same territory which Hsitan-tsang calls Chfi-chii-chia 
The special notice of the T‘ang-shu, as extracted by M. Chavannes from chapter ccxxi ’S 
mentions this kingdom between those of Su-16 (Kashgar) and Ho-p‘an-t'o (Sarikol), and tells 
us ; ‘ Le Tchoti-kiii-po (Chu-chu-po) cst appeld aussi Tchou-kiu-pan (Chu-chU-pan) ; e’est le royaume 
de Tsc-ho (Tzu-ho) de I’dpoque des Hans. II s’est annexd et possede le territoire des quatre 
peuples appeles Si-ye (Hsi-yeh), P'ou-H (P'u-li), I-nai et II est h mille li droit h I’ouest 

de Yu-t‘ien (Khotan) et h trois cents li au nord des Ts'ong-ling. A I’ouest il touche au Ho-p'an-t‘o 
(Tach-Kourgane) ; a neuf cents li vers le nord, il se rattache a Sou-le (Kachgar) ; ^ trois mille 
li au sud se trouve le royaume des femmes, II a deux mille soldats d’lSlite ; il honore la loi 
de Bouddha ; I’dcriture y est la meme que celle des P'o-lo-men (Brahmanes-Hindous).’ 

The .position here indicated clearly coincides with that of the present Karghalik district Territories 

and Hsuan-tsang’s Che-chu-chia, though the estimated distances to Khotan and Kashgar are jn chu-chu- 

somewhat in excess of those given in the Hsi-yil-chi. The reference to several earlier territories po- 

pan) ^ &c., compare 2}/rrs occid., 

p. 366. 

“ See Turcs occid., p. 123. 

“ A passage of the Pei shih quoted by M. Chavannes 
{Vqj’o^e de Song Fun, p. rp, note 4), which mentions the 
same territory under the name of Hsi-chil-pan (Si-kitt-pan) 

^ , similarly identifies it with the ancient kingdom 

of Hsi-yeh (Si-ye), which was also called Tzu-ho (Tse-ho). 

N 2 


’ Compare above, pp. 26 sq. 

” See below, chap. ix. sec. v. 

“ Compare above, p. 25. 

” Z&c M/moires, ii. p. 222. Here, too, Julien's translation 
seems more accurate than that of Beal, ii. p. 308. 

“ See Turcs occid., p. 123, note i ; Voyage de Song Fun, 
p. 19, note 4. For references to the passages offering 
the various forms of the name Chu-chit-po (Tchou-kiu-po) 
* W tSi. # gS| « and Chu-chU-pan (Tchou-kiu- 
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which l^ad become absorbed in Chu-chii-po supports the identification; for notices in chapter xcvi 
of the Chten Han shu concerning Tzu-ho, Hsi-yeh, P'u-li, and I-nai, leave no doubt that these 
petty territories were situated close together to the south of the present Yarkand « The 
passage referring to Hsi-yeh records that its ruler bore also the title of king of Tzu-Jw ; and 
in agreement with this indication of a special connexion between the two places, modern Chinese 
geographers identify Hsi-yeh and Tzu-ho with the adjacent village tracts of Yul-arik and K5k- 
yar”. Whether this identification rests on historical fact or only on learned conjecture, it does not 
supply us, as recognized by M. Chavannes, with any cogent reason for placing the political centre 
of the united territory of Chu-chii-po so far to the south as Kok-yar. This place is separated 
by a considerable distance from the direct route behveen Kashgar and Khotan, and since 
Hsiian-tsangs itinerary leads us to look along this route for the capital of the kingdom as it 
existed in his days, the neighbourhood of the present Karghalik appears a far more likely 
position. 

The mention of Tzu-ho as an integral part of the kingdom of Chu-chii-po is of 

interest, as enabling us to trace with certainty the route which Fa-hsien followed immediately 
after leaving Khotan. From the narrative of his travels we learn that, starting from the 
latter place, it took the pilgrim twenty-five days to reach Tzu-ho, where he found the ruler 
devoted to Buddhist law, and around him ‘more than a thousand monks, mostly students of 
the Mahayana’. Fa-hsien and his party, after a stay of fifteen days at Tzu-ho, went south 
for four days before they found themselves among the Ts'ung-ling range. From this statement 
it becomes probable that in his time, too, the capital of the territory lay in a relatively open 
position to the north of the Kun-lun range. We have already seen that Fa-hsien’s immediate 
goal after leaving Tzu-ho was Sarikol, which he probably reached by the route passing through 
the mountains south of the Zarafshan”. 

Sung Yiin also, travelling westwards from Khotan in 519 a.d., passed along the road 
which crosses the Karghalik district. The account of his journey refers to the latter as the 
kingdom of Chu-chii-po^ and informs us that it produced cereals in plenty^®. Its inhabitants 
lived in the mountains and used leavened wheat for their food. As the killing of animals was 
forbidden among them, the only meat they partook of was that of animals which had died 
a natural death. Of their customs and language it is noted that they resembled those of 
Yii-t'ien or Khotan, while their writing was the same as that of the P'o-Io-m€n or Brahmans. 
The circumference of the kingdom was estimated at five days’ journey, which, compared with 
Hsuan-tsang’s thousand li, seems to indicate that the territory had not then attained its later 
dimensions • 

Sung Yiin's fellow pilgrim, Hui-shdng, is the source of a briefer notice which the Pei shih 
{composed about 644 a. d.) furnishes of the same territory, called here Chu-chii ^ Besides 


For a translation of the notices concerning these petty 
chiefships, see Wylie,/. x. pp. 31 sq. Various 

discrepancies as to the relative positions, &c., of the localities 
mentioned make a detailed analysis of these passages im- 
practicable for those who are unable to consult and control 
the original texts. It is, however, clear that agricultural 
produce in all these territories was small and had to be 
supplemented from So-ch'^ (i.e. the oasis of Yarkand). Of 
Taii-ho it is particularly mentioned that jade is found there. 

” Compare Voyage de Song Fun, p. 19, note 4. 

See Legge, Travels of Fd-hien, p. ai. 


See above, p. 28. 

“ Compare Voyage de Song Fun, pp. 19 sq. 

The same conclusion must be drawn from the statement 
that Sung Yfln, who had entered the kingdom of Chu-chti-po 
on the 29th day of the seventh month, passed at the com- 
mencement of the eighth month into the territory of 
Ho-p'an-t‘o or Sarikol. It is evident that the latter extended 
in the year 519 further to the east than in HsUan-tsang’s 
time. For the probable route followed by Sung YUn to 
Sarikol, see above, pp. 29 sq. 

® See Chavannes, Voyage de Song Fun, p. 19, note 4. 
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confirming the essential points in Sung Yiin’s account, it informs us that the people all worshipped 
Buddha, and tliat they were subject to the Yeh-ta or Hephthalites. 

Of the political relations of the territory die Chinese Annals furnish some further information. 
In another passage of the Pei shih, which mentions the district by the name of Hsi-chii-pan 
[St-kiti-paii), and to which reference has already been made in a note above we find it 
recorded diat an embassy from there arrived at the Imperial court at the commencement of 
die fai-yeii period (435-439 a. d,), and that tribute was subsequently received without interruption. 
The previously mentioned notices of the C/iicji Han s/m show that the small hill states, which 
later on became absorbed in Chu-chu-po, all acknowledged the authority of the Governor-General 
of the Western Regions during the period of the Han supremacy. The subsequent subjection 
of Chu-chii-p'an to the power of the Hephthalites is attested also by the Annals of the Liang 
dynasty, covering the period 502-556 a. d. 

When the Western Turks succeeded the Hephthalites as the paramount power in Central 
Asia, Chu-chu-po undoubtedly was among die many states subject to their sovereignty. In 
consequence we find it included, along with Kucha, Khotan, Kashgar, and Sarikol, in the region 
which the Emperor T'ai-tsung demanded in 646 from Sh6-kuei, Kagan of the Western Turks, 
in exchange for the hand of a Chinese princess-®. But already, in the year 639, the ruler of 
Chu-chii-po, in accord with die ruler of Kashgar, had deemed it advisable to dispatch an 
embassy with products of his territory to the Imperial court when the victorious advance of 
T'ai-tsung’s troops towards Turfan foreshadowed the Chinese conquest of the Tarim Basin®®, 
This conquest was actually completed in 659, when the rising of the Turkish chief Tu-man, 
who had attached to himself the states of Kashgar, Karghalik (Chu-chii-po), and Sarikol, was 
subdued®’'. Thus we find the kingdom of Chu-chii-pan mentioned among the units of the 
administrative organization which the Chinese in the same year established for the region 
controlled by the ‘Four Garrisons’®*. No further reference to this territory is made in the 
Chinese records accessible to me ; nor did my short stay at Karghalik acquaint me with any 
ancient remains which could throw light on its history. 

^ See above, p, 91, note 15. “ See Ttircs occid., p. 121 ; and above, p. 61. 

See Ttircs occid., p. 224. ® See Turcs occid., pp. 72 sq. ; above, p. 60. 

Compare Turcs occid., pp. 32, 59, 266; also above, “ Compare Turcs occid,, pp. 141, 268; above, pp. 59 sq. 
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THE ROUTE FROM KARGHALIK TO KHOTAN: ITS ANCIENT 

TOPOGRAPHY AND REMAINS 

Section I.— BY THE DESERT EDGE TO KHOTAN 

The direct road from Karghalik to Khotan, along whicii I travelled between the 2 nd and 
I 2 tli of October, i900> leads in an almost straight line south-eastwards along the edge of the 
Taklamakan. By far the greater part of the route lies over absolutely barren ground, gravel 
‘ Dasht or else bare loess steppe, fringed on the north by the moving sands of the desert. 
Yet at intervals small oases arc met with, which offer convenient halting-places and render 
tills route far more convenient for trade than it could otherwise be. We find them Echeloned 
along the route wherever the streams which drain the snowy rampart of the Kun-lun range 
north of the Kara-kash Valle}- emerge from the glacis-likc gravel waste at the foot of the hills 
and strike the edge of the desert. In order to appreciate the importance of these small oases 
from the point of view of historical topography, as well as the interest of their antiquarian 
remains, brief reference must be made to the most striking of their physical features. 

The water which the streams of the Kilian, Sanju, and Duwa valleys carry down from the 
mountains during the floods of the spring and early summer is, on its passage over the sloping 
‘ Dasht locally designated as ‘ Sai distributed in a number of channels, and lower down is 
almost wholly absorbed in the irrigation of the small but flourishing settlements of Guma, Moji, 
Zanguya, and Pialma. Only a small portion of this flood-water, characteristically called ak-sn, 
or ‘white water’, from the colour of the melting snows, is finally allowed to escape into tlie 
desert beyond, where its shallow courses arc soon lost amidst the dunes of moving sand. The 
limited but more constant supply of water, known as kara-su, ‘black water’, which springs and 
pools furnish at points where the subterraneous drainage from tliose valleys and from the ‘ Sai ’ 
rises to the surface, is still more carefully husbanded for purposes of cultivation. 

The situation of these settlements between tlie barren Dasht and the dunes of the desert, 
which ever threaten to overrun and envelop them, is shared by most of the oases of Eastern 
Turkestan. Yet there is an important physical feature which distinguishes them, and w-hich, 
owing to its antiquarian bearing, as illustrated by my explorations, deserves to be specially 
noticed. The great oases of the Tarim Basin, which we have hitherto had occasion to discuss 
or to mention, Kashgar, Yangi-Hisar, Yarkand, Karghalik, and a number of other important 
ones like Khotan, Keriya, Ak-su, &c., owe their water-supply, and with it their very existence, 
to large rivers which carry water far beyond these irrigated areas. But the oases passed on 
the main route between Karghalik and Khotan, and others visited by me further east along 
the edge of the Taklamakan, practically mark the extreme point reached by the streams which 
bring them fertility. 
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Now my explorations at ancient sites east of Khotan demonstrated that such ‘terminal 
oases’, as wc may appropriately call them, possess an archaeological interest considerably in 
excess of their geographical, importance. Through a variety of powerful causes, partly physical 
and partly historical, which we shall have to examine in detail hereafter, these ‘ terminal oases ’ are 
liable to undergo considerable changes in position and extent at different periods \ Owing to 
the relative frequency of these shiftings within historical times, and the close vicinity of the 
desert sand which preserves whatever it buries, ancient sites, with structures intact or other 
recognizable remains, can be traced far more readily in the vicinity of such oases than in the 
case of oases of the otlier type. There the variations of the boundary line between oasis and 
desert have ordinarily been small in proportion to the whole occupied area, and ancient sites 
within the latter have always been subject to the danger either of being constantly built over 
and thus effaced, or else of being effectively hidden under the silt deposit resulting from 
prolonged cultivation 

It is only if we bear in mind the general observations here indicated that we can fully 
recognize the interesting evidence which is afforded for the ancient topography of the Karghalik- 
Khotan route b}' the antiquarian remains I was able to trace near almost every one of the 
small oases along it. These remains are not in themselves of striking archaeological value ; 
but thej'^ prove conclusively, in my opinion, that, tliough the area irrigated from each of the 
above-named streams has undergone considerable change in lateral directions, i.e. to the west 
or east, the line formed by the terminal oases and followed by the trade route has not shifted 
for the last thousand years, and probably for a yet longer period. I shall give an account of 
those ancient remains in the order in which I met with them on my journey towards Khotan. 
Before, however, proceeding it will be useful to note the historical references we possess for this 
route, and also to indicate briefly the conditions which seem to explain the stability of the 
line of oases which it follows. 

The need of such an explanation presents itself forcibly before us when we compare this 
stability with the great changes which, as the account of my subsequent explorations will show, 
have taken place within historical times in the position of the oases fringing the edge of the 
Taklamakan east of Khotan, and thus also in the direction of the once important route eastwards 
dependent on tliese oases. My explorations at Dandan-Uiliq, the Niya Site, Endere, and Uzun- 
Tati, establish the fact that there, during the first eight centuries of our era, a series of oases, 
manifestly of the ‘terminal’ type, extended much further north into the great desert than the 
present line of small cultivated areas belonging to the Keriya district. There is also good 
reason to believe that the once much frequented route which connects Khotan with Cherchen, 
Lop-Nor, and westernmost China, though perhaps not following throughout the line of terminal 
oases, led considerably further north than it does at the present day. 

This striking difference between the persistence of the route west of Khotan and the great 
variation of the line followed by the route eastwards can, I think, be adequately explained if 
we take into account the diversity of physical conditions. Without going into details, which 
would require a long digression, I may call attention to some important geographical facts. 
A look at the map will show that the belt of sterile ‘ Sai ', which separates the line of small 

' Compare below the remarks on the terminal oases of ® Compare below the explanations given for the silt 

Yartunguz and Endere, chap, xii., Domoko and Gulakhma, • deposits covering the remains of the ancient capital of 

chap. xm. ; also on the ancient sites representing terminal Khotan, chap. viii. sec. ii. 
oases, of Dandan-Uiliq, chap, ix., Nija, chap, xi., Uzun-Tati, 
chap. XIII. 
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oases from the foot of the mountains, is far broader to the east than to tlie west of Khotan. 
The varying width of this glacis of gravel and detritus washed down from the mountains is 
in direct relation to the magnitude of the ranges which it skirts. Whereas the mountains 
to the south of the Karghalik-Khotan route are only offshoots of an outer range of the Kun- 
lun system, there rises behind the belt of Dasht east of Khotan the mighty rampart of the 
northern main range. 

Now this difference of the orographic background has a very marked effect upon the 
water-supply of the strip of fertile loess ground Avhich intervenes between the ‘Sai’ and the 
high dunes of the desert, and which that water-supply alone renders capable of cultivation. 
The main range east of Khotan, with its ample and partly glacier-fed drainage, sends forth 
a number of relatively large rivers, like those of Chira, Keriya, Niya, Yartunguz, and Endere. 
But much of their water disappears on their passage over the broad ‘ Sai the uniform surface 
of which facilitates the constant formation of fresh divergent channels during the summer floods. 
The water thus absorbed reappears near the lower edge of the ‘Sai’ in abundant springs and 
marshes which, as we shall have occasion to detail hereafter, form an important factor in the 
irrigation system of all existing oases between the Yurung-kash and Niya rivers. The information 
collected by me at the oases stretching from Chira to Keriya plainly shows that the level at 
which this supply of spring-water becomes available for irrigation is subject to frequent and 
great fluctuations, and the evidence of settlements deserted or newly started within the last 
few .generations confirm the local traditions on this points It is clear that similar conditions 
must have prevailed throughout the historical period. If we further consider that the large 
amount of water carried down by those rivers must in times of prosperity and denser population 
have afforded wide scope for systematic irrigation works, which were abandoned subsequently 
during periods of decay, the great variations in the line of oases within this region become 
intelligible. 

The conditions found in the string of small oases along the route west of Khotan are 
distinctly different. On the one hand the amount of water provided by the streams of Kilian, Sanju, 
and Duwa, is far more limited ; for none of them is fed by glacier-sources, and their drainage 
area is restricted to comparatively narrow valleys. On the other hand, probably owing to the 
narrowness of the ‘ Sai ’ belt, springs are of relatively rare occurrence, and their supply of water is 
not a serious factor for irrigation. We can thus understand why none of those streams could in 
historical times ever have carried their water far beyond the northern edge of the ‘ Sai which 
the line of the existing oases closely follows; and also why those minor shiftings of the cultivated 
area from south to north, and vice versa, which east of Khotan seem a regular feature wherever 
irrigation is largely dependent on springs, cannot be traced here. 

It is, in fact, mainly upon the floods fed by the melting snows of the spring, and by occasional 
heavy rain in the mountains, that the oases from Guma to Pialma depend for their irrigation . 

It is likely that in early periods, when the population was denser and labour plentiful, means 
were found to distribute the water of these floods more extensively over the loess terraces, 
which are found at numerous points between the existing oases, but arc not now reached by 
canals or natural watercourses. The extensive ddbris-strewn areas, known as 'Tatis’, which 
are passed on the road between Guma and Moji, support this assumption. But of ancient 
sites at any distance to the north of the present line of oases I could, notwithstanding careful 


’ Compare, below, the inform.ation collected regarding the details arc recorded about the facts of cuUiN-alion, &c., m 
oases of Domoko and Gulakhma, chap. xin. these oases. 

» Sec Hedin, Jimet: in Z.-A., pp. 11-18, where ample 
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inquiries, discover no trace; and as a fairly wide belt of desert in that direction shows jungle 
growth and is regularly visited by hunters, we may attach some value to this negative evidence 

These general topographical considerations, combined with the evidence of the archaeological 
remains to be noticed, convince me that the present route between Karghalik and Khotan 
practically coincides with what throughout historical times must have been the direct and most 
frequented line of communication between Khotan and the regions westrvards. The earliest 
historical reference to it we possess is furnished by the CICicn Han shu, which in its ‘ Notes 
on the Western Regions’ places So-ch'6 (Sha-keu) or Yarkand at a total distance of 770 li 
from Khotan, the direction being first west for 380 li to PTshan (Pe-shan) and thence north- 
west for 390 li to So-ch'e®. The total distance here indicated agrees remarkably well with the 
eight marches reckoned at present for the journey between Yarkand and Khotan, a distance 
of about .192 miles by the map’. The bearings equally agree, the route from Khotan to the 
oasis of Guma, which plainly corresponds to P'i-sitan, bearing generally west by north or west- 
north-west, while the bearing of Yarkand to Guma is almost exactly north-west. 

Fa-hsien and Sung Yiin may both be assumed to have travelled by this route westwards; 
but the records of the journeys of neither furnish any details The earlier pilgrim and his 
party are said to have taken fully twenty-five days before they reached Tzu-ho (Tseu-ho), in 
the neighbourhood of the present Karghalik® — a superabundant allowance of time, about an 
explanation of which it would be useless to speculate. During the T'ang period this route 
from Khotan westwards must have seen many a traveller like Wu-k'ung, of whose passage 
through Khotan Chinese records have preserved some notice. But the only accounts of the 
route itself which I can trace — and they are brief — are to be found in an itinerary of the T'ang 
Annals and in Hsiian-tsang’s narrative. 

The former, extracted by M. Chavannes, acquaints us with a number of localities and 
certain distances between Yii-t’ien (Khotan) and Kashgar’®; but unfortunately none of the 
local names appear at present to be traceable elsewhere, and consequently their identification 
cannot be certain. Restricting ourselves to that portion of the itinerary which must correspond 
to the route under discussion, we note that it takes us from Khotan first to the Wei passage 

1^) situated 50 li to the west. Thence after a further journey of 620 li, first westwards and 
then to the north-west, during which Ho-hai and the river T-knan ^ are passed, 

the tOAvn of Chih-chih-man ^ ^ is reached, also called the district of C/ii-nan ^ ^ Jfj. 


‘ The fact that the profession of ‘treasure-seeker', so 
common about Khotan, is not represented in the oases west 
of it, points significantly to the same conclusion. Whatever 
coins and small antiques were brought to me had avowedly 
been found at the old sites examined by me close to the 
present oases. 

' Comp. Wylie, A- Anlhrop. Inst., x. pp. 30 sq., wliere, 
however, the distance from P'i-shan to So-ch'fi (Sha-keu) is 
given as 380 li. The Hsin-chiang-chih-lio, as translated by 
Julien,/. as., 1846, viii. p. 245, in discussing the passage of 
the Annals, states the distance from P'i-shan to So-ch'e 
(So-kiu) as 390 li, which seems more accurate. Regarding 
the identity of P'i-shan (P'i-chan) with GSma, see below, 
p. 103. 

’ These marches are not of uniform length, nor are their 
stages fixed by necessity, account having to be taken of the 


provision of water, the facility of supplies, and similar con- 
siderations important in a journey mainly over barren ground. 
The most convenient stages at present for a traveller starting 
from Yarkand would generally be Jilkucha (Yakshamba 
Bazar), south of Posgam, Akim-Langar, Cholak-Langar, 
Guma, Zanguya, Pialma, Zawa, city of Khotan. It must be 
borne in mind that the old capital of Khotan lay at Yotkan, 
some six miles further to the west than the present city. 

® See Travels of Fd-hien, p. 21; Chavannes, Voyage de 
Song Fun, p. 19. 

’ See above, p. 92. 

Comp. Turos oceid., p. 123, note i. The same notice, 
in a less accurate form, had been translated by Julien from 
the Hsiei-chia/ig-chih-lio, together with certain comments of 
the author of this compilation, which, however, are of little 
value ; see J. as., 1846, viii. p. 245. 
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oases from the foot of the mountains, is far broader to the east than to the west of Khotan. 
The varying width of this glacis of gravel and detritus washed down from the mountains is 
in direct relation to the magnitude of the ranges which it skirts. Whereas the mountains 
to the south of the Karghalik-Khotan route are only offshoots of an outer range of the Kun- 
lun system, there rises behind the belt of Dasht east of Khotan the mighty rampart of the 
northern main range. 

Now this difference of the orographic background has a very marked effect upon the 
water-supply of the strip of fertile loess ground which intervenes between the ‘Sai’ and the 
high dunes of the desert, and which that water-supply alone renders capable of cultivation. 
The main range east of Khotan, with its ample and partly glacier-fed drainage, sends forth 
a number of relatively large rivers, like those of Chira, Keriya, Niya, Yartunguz, and Endere. 
But much of their water disappears on their passage over the broad ‘ Sai the uniform surface 
of which facilitates the constant formation of fresh divergent channels during the summer floods. 
The water thus absorbed reappears near the lower edge of the ‘Sai’ in abundant springs and 
marshes which, as we shall have occasion to detail hereafter, form an important factor in the 
irrigation system of all existing oases between the Yurung-kash and Niya rivers. The information 
collected by me at the oases stretching from Chira to Keriya plainly shows that the level at 
which this supply of spring-water becomes available for irrigation is subject to frequent and 
great fluctuations, and the evidence of settlements deserted or newly started within the last 
few .generations confirm the local traditions on this point®. It is clear that similar conditions 
must have prevailed throughout the historical period. If we further consider that the large 
amount of water carried down by those rivers must in times of prosperity and denser population 
have afforded wide scope for systematic irrigation works, which were abandoned subsequently 
during periods of decay, the great variations in the line of oases within this region become 
intelligible. 

The conditions found in the string of small oases along the route west of Khotan are 
distinctly different. On the one hand the amount of water provided by the streams of Kilian, Sanju, 
and Duwa, is far more limited; for none of them is fed by glacier-sources, and their drainage 
area is restricted to comparatively narrow valleys. On the other hand, probably owing to the 
narrowness of the ‘ Sai ’ belt, springs are of relatively rare occurrence, and their supply of water is 
not a serious factor for irrigation. We can thus understand ivhy none of those streams could in 
historical times ever have carried their water far beyond the northern edge of the ' Sai which 
the line of the existing oases closely folloAvs; and also why those minor shiftings of the cultivated 
area from south to north, and vice versa, which east of Khotan seem a regular feature wherever 
irrigation is largely dependent on springs, cannot be traced here. 

It is, in fact, mainly upon the floods fed by the melting snows of the spring, and by occasional 
heavy rain in the mountains, that the oases from GOma to Pialma depend for their irrigation *, 

It is likely that in early periods, when the population was denser and labour plentiful, means 
w'ere found to distribute the water of these floods more extensively over the loess terraces, 
which are found at numerous points between the existing oases, but are not now reached by 
canals or natural watercourses. The extensive ddbris-strewn areas, known as ‘Tatis’, wlu'ch 
are passed on the road between Guma and Moji, support this assumption. But of ancient 
sites at any distance to the north of the present line of oases I could, notwithstanding careful 


’ Compare, below, the information collected regarding the details are recorded about the facts of cultivation, &c., m 
oases of Domoko and Gulakhma, chap. xiii. these oases. 

< See Hedin, Jietsen in Z.-A., pp. 11-18, where ample 
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inquiries, discover no trace; and as a fairly wide belt of desert in that direction shows jungle 
growth and is regularly visited by hunters, we may attach some value to this negative evidence 

These general topographical considerations, combined with the evidence of the archaeological 
remains to be noticed, convince me that the present route between Karghalik and Khotan 
practically coincides with what throughout historical times must have been the direct and most 
frequented line of communication between Khotan and the regions westwards. The earliest 
historical reference to it we possess is furnished by the Ch'im Han s/m, which in its ' Notes 
on the Western Regions’ places So-ch'6 (Sha-kcu) or Yarkand at a total distance of 770 li 
from Khotan, the direction being first west for 3S0 li to P'i-shan (Pe-shan) and thence north- 
west for 590 li to So-ch’e®. The total distance here indicated agrees remarkably well with the 
eight marches reckoned at present for the journey between Yarkand and Khotan, a distance 
of about .192 miles by the map*. Tlic bearings equally agree, the route from Khotan to the 
oasis of Guma, which plainly corresponds to P'i-shan, bearing gencralljf west by north or west- 
north-west, while the bearing of Yarkand to Gnma is almost exactly north-west- 

Fa-hsien and Sung Ylln may both be assumed to liave travelled by this route westwards; 
but the records of the journeys of neither furnish any details The earlier pilgrim and his 
party are said to have taken fully twenty-five days before they reached Tzii-ho (Tseu-ho), in 
the neighbourhood of the present Karghalik ^ — a superabundant allowance of time, about an 
explanation of which it would be useless to speculate. During the Tang period this route 
from Khotan westwards must have seen many a traveller like Wu-k*ung, of whose passage 
through Khotan Chinese records have preserved some notice. But the only accounts of the 
route itself which I can trace — and they are brief — are to be found in an itinerary of the Tang 
Annals and in HsUan-tsang’s narrative. 

The former, extracted by M. Chavannes, acquaints us with a number of localities and 
certain distances betiveen Yu-t'ien (Kliotan) and Kashgar’®; but unfortunately none of the 
local names appear at present to be traceable elsewhere, and consequently their identification 
cannot be certain. Restricting ourselves to that portion of the itinerary which must correspond 
to the route under discussion, we note that it takes us from Khotan first to the JVci passage 
ii^) situated 50 li to the west. Thence after a further journey of 620 li, first westwards and 
then to the north-west, during which Po-hai and tlie river I-kitan ^ are passed, 

the town of Chih-chih-vian ^ ^ ^ is reached, also called the district of Chi-nan ^ 


‘ The fact that the profession of ' treasure-scehcr ’, so 
common about Khotan, is not represented in tlie oases west 
of it, points significantly to the same conclusion. Whatever 
coins and small antiques were brought to me had avowedly 
been found at the old sites examined by me close to the 
present oases. 

‘ Comp. Wylie, J. Anthrop. Ins!., x. pp. 30 sq., where, 
however, the distance from P'i-shan to So-ch'e (Sha-keu) is 
given as 380 li. The Hsin-chiang-chih-Uo, as translated by 
JulieniA- 1846, viii, p. 245, in discussing the passage of 
the Annals, states the distance from P'i-shan to So-ch‘6 
(So-kiu) as 390 li, which seems more accurate. Regarding 
the identity of P'i-shan (P'i-chan) with GQma, see below, 
p. 103. 

^ These marches arc not of uniform length, nor are their 
stages fixed by necessity, account having to be taken of the 


provision of water, the facility of supplies, and similar con- 
siderations important in a journey mainly over barren ground. 
The most convenient stages at present for a traveller starting 
from Yarkand would generally be Jilkucha (Yakshamba 
Bazar), south of Posgam, Akim-Langar, Cholak-Langar, 
Guma, Zangu}-a, Pialma, Zawa, city of Khotan. It must be 
borne in mind that the old capihal of Khotan lay at Yotkan, 
some six miles further to the west than the present city. 

® See Travels of Fd-hitn, p. 2 r ; Chavannes, Voyage de 
Song Yxtn, p. 19. 

’ Sec above, p. 92. 

Comp. Turcs occid., p. 123, note i. The same notice, 
in a less accurate form, had been translated by Julicn from 
the Hsin-chiang-chih-lio, together with certain comments of 
the author of this compilation, which, however, are of little 
value; sec J. as., 1846, viii. p. 245. 
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■man 


present Karghalik. This fdentificaZ *“■ ->f "-e 

given for the total distance between Chih rhHi ^ ® of" 56o It subsequently 

^Bitter Springs - and the - Yellow anal' to theTorth-west oTtSlZi^^ By the -ffif 
Springs might be meant the extensive spring-fed marsh ^vhich h ZZ ^ u 

of the Tknaf rive, on the road front Ka^hdik to tife in Se “ca , 

probably have a reference to one or other of the large canals which carry tl" natotf Ae 
Yarkand river trough the oases of Posgam and Yarkand, Nothing definite can be suovested 
as to the identity of and the river /-&,au, since their distances from Khotan are not 

mentioned m the itinerary. We are less in the dark as regards the 'Wei passage', which 
judging from its situation, 50 li to the west of the Khotan capital, and the term &«», ■ frontier 
pass, guard-house , used for its designation, was manifestly a fortified station on die main road 
westwards near the edge of the Khotan oasis. We probably have its modern representative in 
the fort of Zawa-Kurghan, which was erected for a similar purpose during the short reign 
of the rebel Habibullah, near the point where the road from Karghalik enters the oasis”. 

Turning to HsUan-tsang’s account, we learn from both the Hsi-yu-chi and the ‘Life’ that 
the journey from Ch^-chii-chia to Ch u-sa-tan-na, or Khotan, took the pilgrim 800 li or eight 
marches eastwards’*^. The Hsiyil-chi adds that the road was ‘skirting along the high mountain 
passes and traversing valleys'. We have seen already that Hsuan-tsang’s kingdom of Ch^-chii- 
chia corresponds to the present district of Karghalik, and that its capital, from which the above 
measurement is in all probability taken, may be looked for in the vicinity of the town of Karghalik, 
The indicated length of the journey, eight days, agrees with the assumption that Hsiian-tsang 
travelled by the line of the present high road ; for marching with heavy baggage on camels, as 
I did in October, 1900, I learned from practical experience that the distance of about X55 miles 
(by the map) between Karghalik and Khotan could not easily be covered in less than eight days. 
The caravan of the pious traveller, loaded as we know it to have been with plentiful collections 
of MSS, and sacred objects, would certainly have needed that time for the journey. 

An approximate gauge as to his rate of travel is afforded by the fact that he places the 
spot where the sacred rats were worshipped by all wayfarers, and which, as we shall see below, 
is undoubtedly marked by the modern shrine of Kumrabat-Padshahim, on the present Karghalik- 
Khotan route, at ,50-160 li to the west of the Khotan eapital-. The distance from tins spot 
to Yotkan, the site of the old captal, is 24 mile* by the route as shown on my map and ns 

probably corresponds to the oasis of Pialma, approximately 5 mi e y 


» Mien L as., 1846, viii. p. 245. renders Wei-kuan by 
mile des roseaux If this rendering is justifiej cou^d 
Tconnize in the ‘ Gate of reeds ' an allusion to the mde 
d-covered expanse through _which the Yawa-Ustang ows 

t after passing Zawa-Kurghan? _ 11 mv 

The term Ln and the position indicated recall to my 
ad the part which fhc DvSras or fortified f”’" 
tions have played in ancient Kashmir; see my r 


P- =32; traml. Beal, ii. p. 3 «S; 
ii.p.. 3 o; translBeal, ii. P- 3M; 

comp, below, p. ssc. v. 
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The description which the Hsi-yii-chi gives of the character of the route is easily accounted Hsuan- 
for if the wording is capable of the translation given by Beal, ‘ skirting along the high mountain 
passes and traversing valleys,’ The mountains south of Kilian, Sanju, and Duwa, together with of route, 
parts of the snowy main range on the Upper Kara-kash river, are fully visible from the route 
whenever the atmosphere is sufficiently clear. The streams from the mountains where they 
are crossed by the route show broad and well-marked flood-beds, in parts deeply cut into the 
loess terraces, as near Guma, Chudda, Pialma, Further towards the foot of the hills, the valleys 
from which these streams debouch and the ravines they have cut through the conglomerate 
strata are also in view^®. Thus Hsiian-tsang’s reference to ‘valleys’ is quite justified. It is 
true that Julien renders the first words of the passage by ‘il franchit de hauts passages de 
montagne'. But it must be observed that this description, if taken literally, would be equally 
inapplicable to any route by which Hsiian-tsang could possibly have travelled within eight 
da3'S from the central part of the Karghalik District to Khotan 


Section II.— THE OASIS OF GOMA 

The first trace of remains of archaeological interest was met with at the end of my first Ruin near 
march from Karghalik. When nearing the massively built rest-house of Kosh-Langar, erected hangar 
during- Yaqub Beg’s reign in the midst of a completely sterile steppe, my attention was attracted 
by a mound visible from afar over the level horizon, which was known to my Karghalik guide by 
the general designation of Tim^. It was reached after a ride of about miles to the north- 

north-east of Kosh-Langar, and proved to consist of a solid mass of sun-dried bricks measuring 
about 75 feet in circumference at the base and rising to a height of about 30 feet. The 
appearance of the ruin suggests an originally conical shape for the upper portion, which would , 
agree with the assumption that the mound marks the remains of a Stupa. But its state of f 
decay is too far advanced to permit of any certain conclusion. The bricks seem irregular 
in size, but generally smaller than those in the ruins of Kurghan-Tim and Maurl-Tim. The 
people frequenting the lonely station are inclined to recognize in the ruin a watch-tower of great 
antiquity, corresponding to the ‘ Potais ’ built by the Chinese at intervals of ten li, approximately 
equivalent to two miles, along the greater portion of the modern high road between Kashgar 
and Khotan^, The fact that I could not trace any pottery ddbris or other remains in the 
vicinity of the ruin speaks against the site having once been permanently inhabited ; yet the 
very nearness of this ruin to the present route and halting-place is an indication how little 
the line of the former is likely to have changed for centuries. 

Guma, which I reached on the 4th of October, after two more marches over dreary barren The oasis of 
Dasht, is the largest of the oases on the route from Karghalik to Khotan. It occupies an 
extensive loess terrace, which here overlies the sterile glacis of gravel and detritus washed 
down from the mountains. The greatest breadth of the terrace seemed about four miles, while 
its length in the direction from south to north, as marked by unbroken cultivation, is at least 
eight miles. Only a narrow strip of gravelly ' Sai ’, some two miles broad, separates this terrace 


Compare Hedin, Heisen in Z.-A., pp. 10-17, passim. 

It might be thought that Hsiian-tsang first travelled 
nearer to the hills by the caravan road leading to Sanju, and 
thence joined the present main road via Zanguya. But this 
route would have been some twenty-four miles longer than- 


the direct one and also could not appropriately be described 
as anywhere surmounting ‘hauts passages de montagne’. 

• See for this term, above, p. 74. 

* See Ruins of Khotan, p. I 59 - 
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on the south-east from another equally large loess area which bears the villages of the Mokuila 
tract administratively united with Guma. 

Both the Guma and Mokuila oases owe their fertility to the water brought down by the 
river of^ Kilian. Where the latter emerges at the foot of the hills on to the Dasht glacis, it 
divides into a number of channels, partly natural, partly artificial. As these diverge a kind' of 
delta IS formed, with its base extending from Cholak-Langar in the north-west to Kakshal-Tati 
in the south-east, a direct distance of about 32 miles. But the distribution and importance 
of these channels is very unequal. To the west of Guma they are few, and the limited quantity 
of flood-water they carry for brief periods would not suffice for regular cultivation of such 
loess soil as may be available between the Dasht and the moving dunes of the desert. 
Guma itself enjoys an abundant supply of water from a number of ‘Ostangs’ or canals; and 
the surplus, together Avith the occasional summer floods which pour down in broad torrent beds 
(sz/) on both the west and the east of the oasis, has in recent years led to the creation of 
several detached settlements within the area of sandy jungle to the north-east of the oasis. 

The tract of Mokuila is less favoured by facilities for irrigation. The water obtainable from 
the easternmost channels fed by the Kilian river is not sufficient to fertilize more than a small 
portion of the loess ground which stretches eastwards of the flood- water bed marked as ‘Tazgun R.’ 
on the map®. Consequently we find here strips of fertile villagedands, like those of Aramelle, 
Chotla, Kakshal, broken by stretches where the naturally arable loess soil either lies bare and 
is undergoing erosion, or else is slowly being overrun by Ioav dunes of fine drift-' sand We 
shall see hereafter that this drifting ‘ sand ’, highly productive wherever brought under irrigation, 
is itself composed largely of disintegrated loess ^ 

The physical features here outlined will help to give the right 'setting' to the antiquarian 
observations which I have had occasion to make about Guma. These observations were at first of 
a quasi-negative character; but this, as subsequent experience showed, scarcely detracts from 
their interest. In my Personal Narrative I have indicated the reasons which induced me to 
make a halt at Guma on the 5 th of October for the purpose of antiquarian inquiries. Among 
the purchases of Central-Asian antiquities made for the Indian Government by Mr. Macartney 
and Captain (noAV Major) S. H. Godfrey, paper MSS. and ‘block-prints’, all in ‘unknown 
characters’, had since 1895 turned up more and more frequently and in increasing bulk. These, 
and similar acquisitions which had reached public collections at St. Petersburg, London, Paris, 
and probably elsewhere through European collectors at K^hgar, Avere all supposed to have 
been discovered at sand-buried sites about Khotan®. 

Islam Akhun, the Khotan ‘treasure-seeker’, from whom most of these strange texts Avere 
acquired, had, in statements recorded at Kashgar by Mr. Macartney, and reproduced in Dr. Hoernle s 
Report on the ‘ British Collection of Central-Asian Antiquities specified a series of localities from 
Avhich his finds were alleged to have been obtained. Islam Akhun described these places as 
old sites in the desert north of the caravan route betAveen Guma and Khotan, and furnished 


" Tazgun or Tdzghun is, in reality, a generic designation 
applied to rivers and streams which periodically carry flood- 
water. To distinguish the many ' Tazguns the names of 
the oases which they pass, or of the valleys from which they 
issue, would have to be added. 

* With this brief sketch, based on personal observations 
and notes, it will be useful to compare the ample details 
recorded regarding the oasis of Guma in Hedin, Reisen 
in Z.-A., pp. II sqq. 


‘ For a systematic synopsis of these 'finds’, so far 
as they were acquired for the Indian Government, see 
Dr. Hoernle’s R^or/ on Ihe Briiish Collection 0/ Anliquilies 
from Central Asia ’, J.A.SJ 3 ., Extra No. i, 1899. pp, iii sqq.; 
also f.A.S.R., 1897, pp, 237 sqq. For MSS. of this type pur- 
chased at St. Petersburg, o.ora^. Nachrichten Uber die Expedi- 
tion nach Tur/an, 1899, p. 48, pi. 8; for similar acquisitions 
elsewhere,/.A. 5 -ff., 1899, Extra No. i,pp. vii, xx, 59 > Hedin, 
Through Asia, p. 760 (with illustrations in German edition). 
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elaborate details as to the route by which he was supposed to have reached them in the 
course of his various 'expeditions’®. Doubts had already arisen as to the genuineness of the 
finds sold as the result of these expeditions’, and information that reached me at Kashgar 
about Islam Akhun had greatly strengthened these doubts. But it was at Guma that I first 
touched ground where it was possible to test the ‘treasure-seeker’s’ statements by direct local 
inquiries. 

The information which I readily obtained on the morning after my arrival from the assembled 
Begs and YUz-bashis (village headmen), was precise as to the existence of an extensive ddbris- 
covered area known to all as a ‘ kOne-shahr close to the road between Mokuila and Moji, the 
next oasis eastwards. But nobody had ever heard of the discovery of ‘old books’ at this or 
anj' other site. Of a series of localities which Islam Akhiln had named in the detailed itinerary 
of one of his desert journeys cast of Guma, and which figured in his accounts as the sites of 
some remarkable discoveries ®, only two were known to them. These, also, Kara-kul Mazar and 
Karatagh-aghzi, instead of being far away among the great sands as described by that mendacious 
traveller, were declared to be close at hand, on the very outskirts of the Guma oasis. So I decided 
to probe this part of the alleged itinerary by immediate inspection. 

For a full description of the ride which took me to the places named, I may refer to my Kara-kul 
Personal Narrative®. Here it will suffice to state that Kara-kul Mazar (‘the Mazar of tlie 
Black Lake’) proved to be the resting-place of an unknown saint, marked only by the usual aghzi. 
erection of poles bearing yaks’ tails, rags, and similar e.x-votos. The semicircle of sandhills, 
on Avhich this humble shrine rises, lies at a distance of a little over three miles to the north-east 
of the Guma Bazar. The name is derived from a small lake of saline water close by, which is 
fed by flood-water of the ‘Tazgun’ passing on the east.. Of the vast ruined graveyard in 
which Islam Akhun had alleged that he had made a remarkable MS. find ’®, no trace could be 
discovered anywhere. Karatagh-aghzi which also figured in Islam AkhOn’s narrative, was 
found to be a flourishing new colony of Guma, only three miles further to the north-east, 

I reached it by following the broad bed of the ‘ Tazgun ’, now dry except for the water of 
some scanty springs rising near Guma. The people of Karatagh-aghzi, whom I closely questioned, 
knew nothing of the ruined sites which Islam Akhun claimed to have visited in the desert east- 
irards, and still less of the discoveries made there’®. 

Culti\^tion at Karatagh-aghzi, as well as at some other small colonies further along the 
course of the flood-water bed, was said to have been begun only some fifteen years before my 
visit In addition to the water supplied by floods, irrigation is secured from the springs which rise 
apparently at several points in the broad bed cut by the ' Tazgun ’. The soil, now bearing 
splendid crops, and partly covered with luxuriant groves of poplar, mulberry, and other trees. 


‘ See JA.S.B., 1899, Extra No. i, pp. xvi-xxii. 

’ Compare 1899, Extra No. i, pp. 57 sqq., 

where the question of forgery was argued with much ingenuity, 
but with results necessarily inadequate from want of local 
evidence. 

* c. g., skulls with pillows of MSS. attached; sepulchral 
monuments full of MSS. ifec. ; J.A.SJi., 1899, Extra 
No. 1, pp. xvi, sqq. 

’ Ruins of Kholan, pp. 184 sqq. 

See J.AJS.B., 1897, pp. 238, 253; 1899, Extra No. r, 
p. xviii. 

” This is the correct form of the name usually pro- 
nounced in the abbreviated form Karataghiz, through a kind 


of ' Iraplograph}' ’ ; aghzi (‘moutli of’, ‘opening of’) is 
a very common termination of local names in Turkestan, 
The form and e-xplanation of the name given in J.A.S.B., 
1899, Extra No. i, p. xvi, is based on a misapprehension; 
so also ‘ Kara Targaz ’ in Capt. Deasy’s map. 

Their ignorance of these localities, named Aktala-tuz, 
Kara-yantak, K6k-gumbaz in Islam Akhun’s itinerarj’, was 
scarcely surprising, considering that the ingenious forger had 
borrowed the names for his invented sites from localities 
about Sampula, far away in the eastern part of the Khotan 
oasis. For a full account of Islam Akhun's manufacture of 
‘ancient books' and his final confession, see below, 
chap. XV. 
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seemed in no way to differ from the fine ‘sand’ which was seen outside the little oasis and 
along the edges of the torrent bed heaped into bare dunes and hillocks of varyin'r height It 

was a striking demonstration how easily irrigation could transform this seemingly'sterile waste 
into rich agricultural land. 


^ On my ride to Kara-kul Mazar I had been shown the little hamlet of Hdsa, only about 
1 2 miles to the south-east of Guma Bazar, where dunes 20 to 30 feet high, advancing from the 
north, are gradually overwhelming the villagers’ holdings. I regret I did not think then of 
securing specimens of this ‘ sand ’ for microscopical examination. But every topographical con- 
sideration points to the conclusion that these destructive dunes were composed of the same 
‘ sand ’ which extends round the northern edge of the oasis, and which proves so fertile wherever 
it can effectively be brought under irrigation. My observations of that day around Guma have 
been confirmed by those subsequently made at other oases. They showed clearly that extension 
of cultivation on one side may proceed simultaneously with an advance of the dunes over arable 
land on the other, and that in this constant struggle between oasis and desert the facilities for 
irrigation, depending on human activity perhaps as much as on natural level and available water- 
suppl}', form the determining factor. We shall have frequent occasion to return to these points 
when discussing the changes during historical times in the conditions of oases further east. 

The view of the newly reclaimed lands of Karatagh-aghzi, and the fact of a belt of jungle 
extending along the flood-water channels for a considerable .distance further northward, naturally 
suggested inquiries whether remains of old settlements could not be traced in that direction. 
But all information I could gather from cultivators and local headmen was in the negative. 

I am all the more inclined to accept this testimony because it agrees with the experience 
gained by Captain Deasy on a curious expedition, the full story of which I learned subsequently^®. 

It appears that Captain Deasy, having been in Mr. Macartney’s company about the time 
when Islam AkhOn, early in 1898, furnished to the latter the above mentioned itinerary, together 
with some of his remarkable ‘ finds ’, was induced to propose to the ‘ treasure-seeker ' a visit to 
one of the old sites described by him beyond Guma. Islam Akhun, though in reality he had 
never been to any such sites, could not refuse to act as guide without the risk of arousing 
suspicions about the truth of his story, and thus spoiling the market for his ‘finds’ among the 
Europeans of Kashgar. So much against his will the impostor had to start for the desert from 
Guma in April, 1898. Recruiting two local ‘guides' who knew as little of ancient sites as 
himself, he conducted the party for two weary marches north of Karatagh-aghzi into the desert. 
Nothing, of course, was found in the belt of sandy jungle and among the dunes beyond ; and 
when the supply of water carried began to run low, Islam Akhun thought it safest to abscond 
during the night and to return to Khotan*^ 

On the basis of the above inquiries I consider it safe to assume • that no ancient remains 
exposed to view exist in the vicinity of Guma except those beyond Mokuila, which will be 


I gathered the first details of this abortive treasure- 
seeking adventure from Mian Jaswant Singh, who, before 
serving as follower of my surveyor Ram Singh, had accom- 
panied Captain Deasy’s party in a similar capacity (see Ruins 
of Khotan, p. 8). When subsequently I had the chance of 
making Islam Akhun’s personal acquaintance and succeeded 
in extracting from this versatile rogue a full confession of his 
various frauds (as related below in chap, xv), a clearer light 
was thrown on the motives, and on various amusing incidents, 
of the adventure. The facts of this fruitless trip into the 


desert have since been briefly related in Captain Deasy’s 
book In Tibet and Chinese Turkestan, pp. 161 sqq. 

It was, perhaps, in order to compensate himself for 
these unwonted hardships that Islam Akhun forged a note 
pretending to be in Captain Deasy’s handwriting, with which 
on his return he obtained some money from the Afghan 
Aksakal of Khotan! For this impudent fraud he received, 
however, condign punishment from Chinese justice, by having 
to wear the wooden collar for a considerable period, as related 
in Captain Deasy’s pages. 
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described presently. This nepntive fact is- quite compatible with the opinion that the oasis of 
Gunia has been under cultivation from early times. The observations to be detailed below 
regarding the Kiiotan oasis, prove beyond all doubt that an area constantly irrigated for centuries 
is, under the physic.il conditions prevailing between the font of the Kun-lun range and the 
Taklamakan, lK)und to be covered by a stcn<lily rising rlcpnsit formed of silt and loess dust’". 
All ancient remains are so effectively ludilcn by the rajuil growth of this overlying deposit that, 
as the fate of the culture-strata of Voikan convincingly demonstrates, notliing but the formation 
of deep ravines in the s(iil, or else long-continued subr.e<]\}ent demulation through the erosive 
action of the wind, can ever reveal their existence. 

I did not see any indication of cither of these two .agencies being at work now within the 
cultivaloxl area of GOmn, while all nnind its northern outskirts the nccnmnlation of drifting 
‘sand’’- is actively proceeding. Hence I hold that the absence of any archaeological find.s 
within or on the outskirts of t'ne oasis is iu» evidence against ancient occupation, 

Gnma, together with Mokuila and Moji, must be assumed to have formed part of the 
* kingdom ' of /'V-.fA'.v; (Te-shan) j(j, wltich the 'Notice of the Western Regions' in the Man 
Annals placo.s h.alf-way bctuccn Khotan and Yarkand (Socli'e), at 3S0 li distance from either”. 
The popvdation was reckoned at 3,500 persons, showing that the territory was a small one, I'lic 
.statement made in the Notice that India adjoins it to the .south, is a manifc.st reference to the 
K.arakorum route, which is reached hy going due soutli via Kilinn or Sanju, Tlic T*ang Annals 
.speak of Fi-.slian a.s a .small territory .absorbed by the Kliotan kingdom 

The infjuirics made on my belialf among the people of GOma for antiques produced no rc.sult, 
notwithstanding the offer of liberal reward for any acceptable article and the mnnife.st cmjn'tssnnoit 
shown by the local authorities to facilitate acquisitions. The small octagonal broiuie .seal (G, oot), 
apparently of Chinese make (I’lntc L). which wa.s ,so!<l to me nl Kargdiaiil: .as having been found 
near Gfirna, i,s of uncertain date and origin, and could in no ease be relied upon ns evidence, .since 
it had passed through the B.aTsir channel. 


barly occu- 
jwtion of 
GDmn, 


'W't^P'i-shon 
of Chinese 
Annal.*!. 


Skction III.— the TATI OF KAKSHAL 

The morning of the 6th of October saw me on my way towards- Moji, the nc.\t caravan Ddbris .arc.! 
stage, filled with keen expectation as to the remains of * konc-.shahrs' which, according to my 
Goma informants, were to he .seen cn route. After we )jad emerged from tlic .shady lanes of 
the .southern part of the Gfima o.isi.s, and liad cro.sscd a .stretch of stony Dasht about tlmce miles 
broad, I came upon the first of these on the right bank of the wide river-bed, now entirely dry, 
wliich the day before 1 had followed lower down to Karatfigh-aghzi. For a considerable distance 
along the right bank, which, where crossed by tlic road rises some twenty feet above the sandy 
bottom of the flood-water channel, the ground was thickly strewn with small fragments of coarse 
red pottery. No ornamented pieces could be found, but the c.xccptional liardncss and occasional 
fine grain of these potsherds showed that they belonged to a remote period. 'Flic widtli of the 
area over which these scattered fragments could be traced was not great, as it c.xtcnded only 
for about a third of a mile from the river-bank to where the soft sandy soil, unmistakably 


“ Compare below, chap, viii, see. ii ; Ruins of Khotan, 
pp. 263 sqq. 

1 use file expression * sand ' lierc and clscwlicrc wiili- 
out any prejudice as to the real geological nature and origin 


of the substance composing the dunes. 

’’ Compare Wylie, _/, Anlhrop. Inst., x. pp. 30 sq.; also 
above, p. 97. 

See Cliavannes, Tures occut., p, 125. 
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disintegrated loess, had been brought under cultivation. To the south of the road the pottery- 
strewn ground soon disappeared under low ridges of fine sand. But to the north, where the 
surface was clear of these, the dt^bris area could be seen e.xtending along the bank for a considerable 
distance— according to the statements of my local informants, fully two or three miles. It was 
evident also that much of the original ground westwards must have been washed away by the 
floods of the river-bed, which are here clearly working to the east and steadily cutting into the 
right bank. The extent of the area covered with broken pottery thus indicated the site of 
a large and thickly inhabited settlement. 

In vain did I search the ground for any other remains but the patches of scattered 
potsherds. Wherever I examined these, I invariably found them resting on the bare loess 
with never a trace of walls or more substantial remains below. The fragments usually lay 
thickest on the top of small banks of relative hardness which rose here and there above the 
surrounding ground, the latter also composed of loess but showing a more disintegrated surface. 
The sides of these loess-banks, as also the eroded scarp of the river-bank, were steep in 
many places and hence easy of examination ; but neither pottery nor other remains could be 
traced anywhere in the strata exposed to view. This observation rendered the abundance of 
pottery ddbris on the surface all the more curious, and could not fail from the first to puzzle 
me greatly. The explanation did not, however, present itself until I had observed similar 
conditions elsewhere. I may therefore leave their discussion for the account I shall have to 
give presently of a larger and still more significant site. 

Immediately to the south-east of the ddbris area just described the road crosses, near the 
hamlet of Chotla, the long belt of cultivated land forming the oasis of Mokuila. This belt is 
here only about a mile in breadth, but everything points to a great extension of cultivation 
being possible eastwards, if only additional water were made available for irrigation. The 
scrub-covered steppe over which the road leads for another two miles shows soft loess soil, 
turning into fine dust wherever broken up by traffic. Patches of this naturally fertile area 
had been recently taken under cultivation, especially around an isolated holding which bears 
the characteristic name of Yangi-arik, ‘the New Canal.’ It was at this point that I first 
sighted, at a distance of about i-j miles to the north-east, the ancient mound of which my Guma 
informants had spoken as Topa-Tim. The designation of ‘Tim’ at once suggested a Stupa, 
and I made haste to reach it. My first attempt proved a failure ; for the deep-cut flood-bed 
of the Sughaz-yar, which, by the advice of my guide, I crossed a little beyond Yangi-arik 
and then followed northward, soon turned into a canon-like ravine and cut us off absolutely 
from the mound on the opposite bank when we at last got abreast of it. 

As soon as I had crossed tlie ravine near the road and approached the mound along the 
left bank through the fields of Yangi-arik, it was easy to see that Topa-Tim ( the Earth 
Mound ’) preserved all the features of an ancient Stupa. The solid masonry of sun-dried bricks 
had undergone great decay on the surface, manifestly through atmospheric influences, and only 
on the north-western side could the outlines of the several stories of the base be traced clearly. 
Careful measurements taken here, as well as along the more dilapidated portions of the ruin, 
enabled me to reconstruct the plan as shown in Plate XX. It will be seen from this that the 
general arrangement and dimensions of the structure resembled in several respects those of the 
Mauri-Tim Stupa. The base was formed by three receding stories, of which, ^ however, the 
lowest was marked only by a mass of decomposed debris sloping up to a height of 5 feet 
from the present ground-level. On this portion of the base, the size and shape of which can 
only be conjecturally restored, rests a second story, 41 feet square and 5 feet high. Next 
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conics n circninr story or claim of the same height, with a diameter of 35 feet. Above this 
again rises the dome, which now rcachc.s a height of XijJ- feet. As the diameter of the dome 
is 29 feet, this height if original would m.alcc its shape exactly hemispherical ; but since the 
top is much broken this must remain doubtful. 

The total extant height from the present ground-level is 29-' feet, which, in relation to the 
greatest dimension of the Ixisc, feet sejuarc, gives a much smaller proportion between vertical 
and horirontal measurements than observed in the ease of the Maurl-Tirn SlQpa (about 38 feet 
to .to feet). It must, however, be borne in mind that, not having the lime or needful labour 
for trial excavations around the StOjia, I was unable to ascertain definitely whether the original 
level of the surrounding ground was not. perhaps, considerably lower than the present level. 

If accretion of .silt had been proceeding over the .adjoining ground, as has undoubtedly happened 
in the ease of the Kurgh."m-Tim Sifl{a we might well suppose another .story of the square 
base to lie hidden l>cncalh the .surface. 

On the whole, however, I am not inclined to favour such an assumption. For a distance Condition of 
of 200 to 300 yards around the StOpa and eastwards up to the edge about 70 yards distant of the 
above mentioned deep ‘Y.'ir* or ravine, the tpround is strewn with pot.shcrds which seemed old, 
and with fragments of stones. It .seems natural to connect this debris with ancient b.abitations 
of less solid constniction, which existed around the Stflpa when it w.is .still an object of worship. 

Judging from tlic observations referred to in discussing Kurghrm-l'im, and to be detailed 
hereafter in connexion with the site of Yotkan ^ only long-continued irrigation could b.avc led 
to heavy deposit of sill and consequent rise of the ground-level. In such a ease we should 
expect the ddbris to have long ago been buried out of sight under laycr.s of fertile soil. 

But the as.sumption of the ground-level having remained practically unchanged since the 
latest date we can assign to the SiOpa, i.c. the pcrio<l immc<liatcly preceding the introduction 
of Islam at the end of the tenth century, is not wiihottt its problems. With .such striking 
evidence as the adjacent site of the ‘ Knk.shal Tati ’ furnishes of the i>owcrful cro.sivc action of 
the winds in this region, it seems difficult to understand how the ground adjoining the StOpa, 
if tmprotcctcd by cultivation, could have c.scapcd being considerably lowered in the course of 
nine centuries. We shall see hereafter, when discussing the remains of Endcrc, that since that 
site was abandoned early in the eighth centurj' wind erosion has proceeded there so effectively 
as to loivcr the unprotected ground .around the local Stfipa some ten feet below the original 
level, ns marked by the ba.se of Ujc extant ruin*. Climatic condition.s, no doubt, afTccting the 
frequency, direction, and strength of the dosert winds, may differ materially now, and may 
pos.sibly have differed still more during past periods, at such widely distant portions of the 
Taklamak.an. Yet it must be noted, in regard to the destructive effect of erosion upon the 
outer surface of structures of sun-dried bricks, that the Stflpa of Endcrc has suffered scarcely 
more than the one of TOpa-Tim*. 

It will require a far more .systematic study of .all looil conditions than was possible in tlie Wind- 
course of hurried journeys, and probably also accurate climatic obscr\%ations extending over 
considerable periods, before such a scmi-gcological, .scmi-nrcbacological question can be safely bydrife- 
answered. In tlie meantime I may suggest that the possibility' of the ground near Topa-Tim 
having been protected against erosion by dunes, which kept it covered for centuries but 

‘ See above, pp. 75 sq. not to be able to illustrate ‘Topa-Tim’, since the two 

’ See above, p. 75 ; also cJi.ap. viii. tee, ii, belon'. negatives taken for tliat purpose liave deteriorated too much 

’ See below, chap, xii; J^uins of Kholan, pp. 421 sq. to permit of reproduction. 

* For a view of the Endcre StOpa, see Fig. 50; I regret 
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subsequently receded again northward, ought nbt to be lost sight of. Such an assumption 
would at least furnish a ready explanation of the fact that the surface of the StQpa is best 
preserved on the north-western side. It is well known that the semi-lunar dunes in the 
western portion of the Taklamakan, in conformity with the prevailing winds, mostly show 
a line of progression from north-west to south-east. It is evident that, whenever these dunes 
encounter obstacles in the form of buildings, they will pile up sand highest against their north- 
western face and consequently assure to that better protection tlian to the rest®. 

Like all other Stupas, Topa-Tim must at one time or other have attracted the attention 
of treasure-seekers . But the digging made on the top of the mound was apparently not 
carried deeper than about seven feet. The square well and chamber, which other Stupa ruins 
examined by me show in the centre line of the dome, was not traceable here ; but this might 
possibly be due to the much-decayed condition of the dome and the excavation just referred 
to. On account of the ' weathering ’ of the surface it was impossible to find any trace of the 
plaster coating which once probably covered the whole structure. Nor could I ascertain 
the size of the bricks used in it, as this would have required a cutting to be made into the 
masonry, and would in all probability have led to further destructive digging by others bent 
on more practical objects. 

On my first attempt to reach Topa-Tim, I had noticed on the right bank of the Sughaz- 
yar a debris-strewn area far more extensive than the one seen to the west of Mokuila. 
Stretching to the north of the caravan route it seemed to cover fully three square miles) 
perhaps more. To the south of the road and again eastwards at a distance of about two 
miles from the ravine the debris disappeared under low dunes of drift-sand, invaders from the 
desert. The lateness of the hour at which I reached this area prevented me from determining 
its precise limits northward. My guides called it the ‘ Tati ’ of Kakshal, applying to it the 
name of the nearest village in the Mokuila oasis. 

The relics of ancient habitations — and as such they could not fail to be recognized even 
by the most casual wayfarer — lay here scattered in patches of varying extent and thickness. 
They comprised, besides pottery fragments of all sorts, small pieces of stone and burned brick, 
slag, broken bones, much corroded bits of metal and similar hard refuse. The potsherds were 
without exception of remarkable hardness, but generally coarse in texture. The ovenvhelming 
majority of them showed varying shades of red and, where lying thick, imparted a reddish 
glow to the whole ground. But pieces of black pottery were not infrequent. Fragments 
showing any ornamentation, or giving clear evidence as to the shape of the vessels to which 
they had belonged, were very rare, and the specimens of this type brought away and described 
in the list below were the most distinct among those picked up during a search of over an 
hour. The surface of all the potsherds was peculiarly rough, looking as if it had been subjecteti 
to ‘ grounding ’—a manifest mark of tlie force of erosion which had been at work here. 
Fragments of bones, apparently of animals, turned up in many places, just as they would be 
found now in most of the rubbish-heaps of Turkestan villages. In one much-eroded' piece my 
men recognized the knuckle-bone of a sheep, used probably, as nowadays, as a substitute 

The occurrence of slag was restricted to particular patches. The most striking of these 
was a loess bank rising some fifteen feet above the general level of tlie ground, not far from 


‘ Compare Fariand Jifission Rtpori, pp. 27 sq. ; Hedin, 
Rtiun in Z.-A., p. 233] Ruins ^ Kholan, p. 155' The 
conditions here indicated were again and again observed by 


me at buildings exposed to the onset of drift-sand, from 
Ordam-Padshah to KumrabSt-P5dsh5iiim. 
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the ravine, where a considerable quantity of slag was scattered over the surface between bits 
of smelted ore, half-burned bricks and stones apparently containing iron-ore. Fragments of 
charcoal, too, could be traced among this refuse, evidently marking the spot where a smelting- 
furnace had once existed. 

More interesting than these scanty remains, and at first decidedly puzzling, were the 
conditions in which the)'^ presented themselves. I had, however, occasion to observe the same 
conditions again and again at similar old sites which I subsequently traced at numerous points 
beyond the limits of the present cultivated area in the Khotan region, and which are all 
known locally by the general designation of ‘Tati’*. And this renewed observation of identical 
features, together with the lessons taught by mj'^ explorations at far better preserved sites, such 
as those at Dandan-Uiliq and beyond the river of Niya and Endere, gradually furnished 
a convincing e.xplanati6n. 

The most striking feature noticed at Kakshal Tati, as well as at all other ‘ Tatis ’, Avas 
that the ddbris rests on notliing but natural loess, either firm or more or less disintegrated into 
the condition of dust or extremely fine ‘sand’. It was always easy to ascertain that the soil 
underneath contained neither walls nor other structural remains of any kind ; for the isolated 
small terraces or banks of loess which rise here and there above the general level of a Tati, 
and on the top of which the fragments usually lie thickest, invariably displayed on their bare 
sides the natural soil Avithout any trace of ancient deposits or distinctive strata. At Kakshal 
Tati tlie highest of these flat-topped banks rose about fifteen feet above the dust-filled depressions 
around them ; the average elevation of most A\'as, however, from eiglit to tu'^elve feet. 

In tlie formation of these banks, as in all other features of such sites, it Avas impossible 
not to see evidence of the powerful erosiA^e action of the Avinds and sand-storms Avhich SAA^eep 
the desert and its outskirts Avith great frequency during the spring and summer. The remarkable 
force of these desert storms or ‘ Burans ' has been commented upon by all travellers in Eastern 
Turkestan. Though my stay in the desert region did not continue beyond the early season of 
March and April, I had ample opportunities, as my Personal Narrative shoAvs, of gaining practical 
experience of their vehemence’. Only the materials above described could, by their hardness 
and Aveight, survive, sinking lower and lower as the ground beneath gets more and more 
eroded, Avhile everything in the shape of mud Avails, timber, &c., used in the construction of 
Turkestan houses, has long ago decayed and been SAvept away. Even the potsherds and other 
fragments Avhich have Avithstood destruction, bear plain evidence of the ever recurring onset to 
Avhich the)’’ have been exposed, in their small size and the peculiarly rough surface already 
noted. 

It is evident that such a process of erosion at sites of old settlements built on friable loess 
soil could not have gone on during the long centuries since their abandonment Avithout also 
considerably loAvering the ground-level. But the erosion could never proceed uniformly over 
a Avhole area, and of this Ave have evidence in the banks of loess already referred to, Avhich 
are seen rising like small plateaus or islands above the more disintegrated parts of a ‘ Tati ’. 
They may OAve their relative protection to a variety of special features, such as the greater 
density of the debris with Avhich they are ordinarily covered, or to their having been once 
occupied by structures Avhich, though noAv completely vanished, may yet by the weight of their 
crumbling ruins have effectively shielded the soil beneath. We shall see hereafter that the 

® See for a list of such sites the Index, s. v. Ta/i. ordinarily observed between Karghalik and Khotan, comp, 

’ See, e, g.. Ruins of Khotan, pp. 428 sqq., 451 sq.; for Hedin, Reisen in Z.-A., pp. 9-18. 
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ruins of the timber and plaster buildings of the Niya River Site avere almost always found 
occupying such terraces, while all round them depressions were formed through erosion. To 
whatever specific cause or combination of causes we may liavc to attribute the preservation 
of loess banks at Tatis, it is ceruain that we have in them evidence of the original ground- 
level. As such, they are equally interesting to the antiquarian and the geologist and it seems 

appropriate to apply to them the designation of 'witnesses’ (or ‘Zeuge’) familiar to geological 
tcrminologj', ^ ^ 

These witnesses arc, of course, of special value wherever we find on or near them 
archaeological remains which arc approximately datable; for such remains clearly mark the 
highest chronological limit for the commencement of that process of erosion of which the results 
arc seen in the depressions formed around. Such datable remains must on 'Tatis’ proper 
be necessarily of rare occurrence. Owing to tlie fact that they arc ordinarily within easy reach 
of localities which have remained inhabited, these sites at all times have been particularly 
c.xposcd to destruction from human agenej'. 

My obscrv'ations at deserted vilLigcs of modern date near Domoko may serve as a typical 
illustration to show how soon after their abandonment such sites were bound to be cleared of 
cvcrytliing of any v.aluc or that might serve ns building material or fuel *. Timber has always 
played an important part in the construction of Turkestan houses. It is easy to see how its early 
abstraction must have converted all remains of ordinary dwellings into crumbling mud heaps 
within a short period after their abandonment The regular visits of ‘ treasure-seekers ', whose 
profession appears to have flourished at all times about Khotan, not only helped to complete 
the destruction of all perishable materials, but gradually led to the removal of any small objects of 
value, such as coins, metal ornaments, cut stones, &c., which might have been hidden in the ground 
by design or accident, and whicli by their harder substance were proof against decay or erosion. 

Other ancient objects, such as written records, sculptures in plaster, wood-carvings, &c., which 
the deserted settlements probably once contained, and about which the ‘treasure-seeking’ visitors 
of ‘Tatis’ in former days certainly never troubled, would now, no doubt, be most valuable to 
us for the archaeological dating of these sites. But we have seen already that the physical 
conditions absolutely preclude the possibility of such relies surviving ^ Fragments of ancient 
pottery, indeed, strew the ground of all ‘ Tatis ’ in abundance ; but in the present state of our 
knowledge it is impossible to attempt a proper classification of these potsherds with a view to 
ascertaining tlie chronological relation of particular types, materials, &c. Even hereafter, when 
some progress may be made by the detailed examination of ancient pottery at sites where it 
has been protected by drift-sand or silt deposit, tlie proper classification of potsherds found at 
Tatis will present particular difficulties, owing to the small size of the fragments and the effacement 
which the surface of tlie rare decorated pieces has undergone through the grounding already 

referred to. . 

Thus the only relics at Tatis likely to afford guidance as to the period from which they 
date, are coins, cut stones, and small objects of metal work. Unfortunately I was unable to 


' See below, chap. xiu. 

” In the accounts given by Islam AkhQn of his alleged 
discoveries, his written or block-printed ‘old books in 
‘unknown characters' often figured as having been found 
exposed on the bare surface at certain desert sites. As far as 
these sites had any existence at all, Tatis were meant such 
as the forger had occasion to see near Guma, Ak-apil, 


Hanguya, &c. Those ‘books’ were often volumes of fairly 
large sheets of paper, with fly leaves and margins intact, 
held together by clumsy pegs or even mere rolled-up strips 
of paper. An observant visit to any Tati would have sufiBced 
to demonstrate the absurdly of the belief in such flimsy 
‘antiques' surviving even for a single season the fierce winds 
that sweep these eroded sites. 
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obtain any such article from the Tatis on either side of Mokuila. Possibly the fact of their 
being situated on a high road, and close to populous villages, has accelerated the exhaustion of 
the few relies the soil may once have contained. In the absence of conclusive evidence, such 
as coin finds might afford, I am unable to express any definite opinion as to the period when 
the settlements once existing here were abandoned. Judging, however, from the extent of the 
erosion, down to a depth of 15 feet, which the ground-level has undergone at Kakshal Tati, 
as shown by ‘witnesses’, the antiquity of this site at least becomes very probable. The only 
place where I met with evidence of erosion equally deep was the Niya River Site, abandoned 
in the second half of the third century of our era. But as already observed, the climatic 
conditions under which erosion proceeds may vary at sites so widely distant, and we have no 
means of tracing the changes which these conditions may have undergone during past centuries. 

The close vicinity of the Topa-Tim Stupa, on tlie other side of the Sughaz-yar, also points to 
a pre-Muhammadan origin for the remains of Kakshal Tati, 

Since we have no certain clue to the date when Kakshal Tati changed from a cultivated Cause of 
and thickly inhabited area into a Avaste, it would be useless to formulate any definite opinion site, 

as to the cause. The change certainly presupposes a loss of the water-supply needed for 
irrigation ; but this loss might have resulted just as well from some political upheaval which 
reduced the population or otherwise interfered with the systematic upkeep of canals, as from 
some alteration in the natural conditions affecting the water-supply. Yet, judging from the 
great quantity of flood-water Avhich the Sughaz-yar annually carries, as proved by its remarkably 
deep-cut bed and the villagers’ statements, it seems difficult to believe that natural causes could 
ever within historical times have prevented water from the Kilian river being brought to 
Kakshal Tati. However this may be, it is important to note that this ruined area extends 
along the actual high road, and thus furnishes additional evidence for the antiquity of the line 
followed by the latter. 


OBJECT FROM THE VICINITY OF GUMA. 

G; 001. Bronze octagonal seal. i|" diameter ; pur- 
chased at Karghalik; said to have been found near 
Guma. Design — an open lotus, with a snake on each 
side. Design precisely like a stencil; at back a large 
shank pierced. See Plate L. 

OBJECTS FROM KAKSHAL TATI. 

G. (Yangi-arik) 001. Fragment of coarse red 

pottery vessel, upper portion. Well baked and very 
hard. The curve from shoulder to neck and outwards 
again to rim, is very angular and strong. The rim is 
thickened, slightly chamfered and moulded. Width sf"; 
height 2^"; thickness See Plate XLI. 

G. (Yangi-arik) 002. Fragment of coarse red 

pottery vessel, very hard. Roughly decorated with 
incised patterns. A series of oblique notches form a 


band at junction of neck Avith shoulder, and below this 
a rough lattice pattern. Height 3!^"; width gf"; thickness 
about 

G. (Yangi-arik) 003. Eight fragments of red pottery, 
more or less coarse, unglazed. The texture of most of 
the fragments is fretted and sponge-like on the surface. 
One piece, clearer than the others, exhibits fine colour 
and texture. 

Two fragments of black pottery of very fine 
texture. 

Fragment of dark chocolate-coloured substance, 
resembling lac. 

Piece of ‘ slag ’. 

Y. A. (Yangi-arik) 001. Fragment of coarse red 
pottery in two pieces, having portion of an animal (dog?) 
roughly scratched in the surface while moist, with a coarse 
implement. Thickness varying from to f". See 
Plate XLI, 
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At the Kakshal Tati we left behind the easternmost limit of the delta of the Kilian 
river. The road then crosses strips of sandy desert, first over low dunes and then amidst 
small conical sandhills covered with tamarisks. After some five miles, at the village of 
Chudcla, we struck the edge of the series of oases which are irrigated from the Sanju river 
The largest of these bears the name of Moji, and consists of a number of small villages 
spread out from north to south, with considerable patches of unirrigated, and hence barren, 
loess ground between them. I was aware, from Dr. Hedin’s narrative, of the existence of an 
old site to the north of the central village containing the Bazar of Moji, and accordingly 
arranged for a halt on the 7th of October. On the morning after my arrival bags full of old 
Muhammadan copper coins, as well as some metal seals, bronze ornaments, &c., were brought 
to me by the local Beg and village headmen as having been found at that site, which they 
designated as Togujai or Togujai. 

Proceeding to this locality, situated at a distance of about three-fourths of a mile to the 
nortit of Guma Bazar, I found an area of bare loess ground extending over about one quarter 
of a square mile furrowed by the broad channels of a flood-water bed, and the banks thus 
formed covered with pottery ddbris. Where the soil had not been fissured by the action of 
the flood-water, there were but few potsherds to be seen on the surface. But where the banks 
of loess had been washed by the current, their slopes were thickly strewn with pottery fragments 
of all kinds, small pieces of glass and stone, and similar ddbris. Examining several loess 
banks the sides of which had been exposed more or less vertically, I found in them fragments 
of pottery, as well as animal bones and layers of ashes and charcoal, embedded at a depth 
varying from three to five feet below the present surface. It is from these same strata diat 
the coins are washed out, of which such large collections had been shown to me. They are 
usually picked up in the broad stony bed of the main channel, commonly designated as ‘Sai’, 
after the floods of the spring and early summer have passed by. Rows of little burrows 
showed where the debris exhumed by the floods of the last season had been searched and 
washed by people looking for ‘treasure'. There, too, about half a dozen thin copper coins 
of the same type as those previously brought to me Avere collected by the villagers whom I 
employed to search for ornamental pieces of pottery, &c. 

These coins, together with the vast majority of the pieces purchased by me from the site, 
belong to a hitherto unidentified Muhammadan ruler who appears to style himself on the 
reverse as Sulayman Khaqan. This tentative reading Avas first published by Dr. HoernIe from 
a number of pieces contained in the ‘ British Collection of Central-Asian Antiquities K Nothing 
appears to be known of the time or genealogy of this king, and I must leave it to numismatists 
to determine Avhat clue, if any, may be furnished by the type and standard^ of the coins. 
Specimens of two varieties represented among ninety pieces I obtained at Moji are shown in 
PI. XC, Nos. 45, 46, 47. The abundance of these pieces at the Togujai site is certainly 
remarkable, especially when compared with their rarity elsewhere. Among the many collections; ' 
of miscellaneous coins offered for sale at Khotan and mostly secured from Yotkan, I do not 
think that I came across more than half a dozen pieces of ‘ Sulayman Khaqan —and these 
might Avell have been obtained from Moji, In addition to these coins, the collection purchased 
at Moji contains tAventy-three Chinese copper coins (nineteen small and four large) belonging 

> See/.^.5.^.,i899,ExtraNo.i,pp.32Sq-;a'soPlateI. appear to bear the name of the Caliph Al-Musta‘sim, 
figs. 31-35- [Prof. Rapson informs me that these coins 1242-58 A.n.J 
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to issues of the Ch'ien-yuan period (758-760 a.d.) of the Emperor Su-tsung, and a small 
number of uncertain Muhammadan copper coins. It is highly probable that these coins, too^ 
come from Togujai. [Nine coins have since been identified by Prof. Rapson as probably 
belonging to Muhammad Arslan Khan, an early successor of Satok Boghra Khan.] 

In view of the evidence of these coin-finds, it may be considered as certain that the remains Date of 
of Togujai belong to a settlement which flourished well into the period following the Muhammadan Togujai site, 
conquest. The layer from which the pottery fragments and other ddbris are washed out bears 
a close resemblance in character to the culture-strata of Yotkan, the site of the ancient capital 
of Khotan, to be discussed hereafter ; like them it is undoubtedly due to the gradual accumu- 
lation of rubbish. But the slight depth of the Togujai layer and the absence of earlier coins 
suggest that the occupation of the site, or at least that which is traceable in remains, does 
not date back to more than a few centuries before the advent of Islam. On the other hand, 
we have an indication of the lower chronological limit in the deposit of earth which covers 
this layer. The observations subsequently made at Yotkan prove that this deposit must be 
attributed to prolonged irrigation of the ground after it had ceased to be used for dwellings 
Within living memory of the villagers the area had been nothing but a waste, and there 
seemed to be evidence that during this later period its surface had in fact undergone some 
erosion. Combining thus the evidence afforded by the present condition of the site with that 
of tlie deposit of silt overljdng the ddbris layer, we are led to conclude that even the latest 
portion of the latter must have rested in the ground for a considerable period, probably not 
less than four or five centuries. 

It is of interest to arrive even at an approximate determination of the highest and lowest Pottery of 
limits of time, as this helps us to classify the remarkably varied and curious specimens of pottery Togujai. 
which the site yielded, besides other small objects in glass and metal. The glazed pottery frag- 
ments described in the list below, and partly reproduced in Plate XLII, claim particular attention 
owing to their relatively good technique and artistic colouring. None of the earlier sites explored 
by me yielded glazed ware ; and hence it may be questioned whether the art of glazing was 
known, or to any extent practised, in Eastern Turkestan until towards the commencement of 
the Muhammadan period®. On the other hand, some of the unglazed pieces show in their 
decoration the survival of motives which are already met with in the wood-carving of the Niya 
River Site (third century a. d.), and can be traced back to Graeco-Buddhist art \ 

As at Y otkan, I was much struck by the complete absence of any traces of structural remains Absence of 
below the ground. But this feature is easily explained by what we shall have to show hereafter 
as to the effect of irrigation and concomitant percolation upon sun-dried bricks, plaster, and 
timber — the sole, building materials of Turkestan. There is another point of contact between 
the conditions presented by the remains of Yotkan and those of Togujai. Just as the discovery 
of the site of the ancient capital of Khotan was brought about by the accidental formation of 
a ravine which laid bare its deeply buried ‘.culture-strata’, so Togujai, too, would in all probability 
have kept its old and more interesting debris hidden but for the channels scooped out by the 
; flood-water. 

From Togujai I proceeded over waste ground, covered in parts by light drift-sand (or loess Burial- 
dust), to an old burial-ground known as Hasa, about i-^ miles to the north-east of Moji Bazar. 

Dr. Hedin, whose special attention had been directed to this site, rightly observes that the 

• See below, chap. viii. sec. ii. which, as we shall see, was inhabited up to the end of the • 

® The only other piece of glazed terra-cotta in my thirteenth century of our era ; see chap. xin. 
collection comes from Uzun-Tati, the ancient Pi-mo, a site ' See, e. g., description of T. M. 004, a, below. 
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graves are Muhammadan®. On examining one large but low mound, from the sides of which 
skeletons were protruding, I found that it consisted of closely packed rows of graves. These 
were lined with mud-bricks and covered on the top with small planks of wood. On having 
one of the graves opened, I found in it the remains of a child wrapped in the rough cotton 
material common all over Turkestan, and known as ‘Kham’. The head was turned towards 
the west in conformity with Muhammadan custom, and the feet tied with a bandage just as is 
the fashion nowadays according to the assertion of my TurkI followers. There could be no 
doubt that this cemetery had served for the burial of orthodox Muslims. Local tradition, in. 
fact, maintains that it is the resting-place of ‘Shahids’ who fell fighting the infidels. But I could' 
not trace any definite legend, and my informants, who had shown no particular scruples about 
opening a grave for my inspection, readily expressed their disbelief when they saw the body 
of a small child in the supposed grave of a holy warrior. 

Two observations make it appear very probable that this cemetery is old, and approximately 
of the same period as the remains of Togujai. From one of the partially exposed graves, Niaz 
Akhtin, my Tungani interpreter, picked up a small brass ornament representing a flying bird, 
exactly similar to one which had been brought to me while searching the ddbris at Togujai 
(marked M. ooi.d and shown in Plate LI). I found on inquiry that it is still customary among 
the people to deposit small articles of this kind on the graves of their relatives. 

The other observation, bearing on the configuration of the ground containing these old 
graves, is also of interest, but did not strike me until I had gained further experience elsewhere. 
The graves, as far as I could observe, invariably occupied low mounds not unlike the loess-banks or 
‘witnesses’ described above in connexion with the Tati of Kakshal, but usually larger and more 
rounded in shape. The fact that the contents of the graves nearest the edge of these mounds were 
generally exposed to view proves that the latter were subject to erosion. The ground between 
the mounds showed a surface of soft disintegrated loess, strewn here and there with fragments 
of old potter}% but not thickly. It thus resembled exactly the depressions covered with loess 
dust which at Tatis mark the maximum erosion of the ground. The elevation of the mounds 
containing graves above the rest of the ground was not great, perhaps nowhere more than 8 to 
lo feet. 

Comparing my notes and recollections of this old burial-place, I am led to the conclusion 
that we have in the mounds really portions of the original ground level which the compactness 
of the graves has preserved from the erosion proceeding all round. This conclusion is confirmed 
by what I saw at Kepek-gholuk Mazar, a little shrine about half a mile to the east of the most 
conspicuous mound of Hasa. It consists of a collection of staffs and flags,^ erected on a small 
well-defined loess-bank, and is believed to mark the resting-place of a saint A photograph 
I retain of this ‘Mazar’ (Fig. i8) shows very clearly the effects of wind-erosion on the sides of 
the loess-bank. The latter rises about ten feet above the surrounding flat ground, and mani- 
festly owes its preservation to tombs placed on its top. Pieces of much-decayed timber sticking 
out on the upper slope probably belong to tombs that have been cut away through erosion. 

Drift-sand in low dunes now encircles Hasa from the north and north-east, forming a fit 
setting to the dreary scene ; yet there is no proof that the site of Togujai, from which this 
burial-ground probably received its occupants, was abandoned owing to^ an advance of the 
desert. Even at the present day there are plots of ground under cultivation nor* of Togujai, 
and the inroads regularly made there by flood-water show that irrigation would not be impossible. 


* See Through Asia, pp. 738 sq. 
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When I passed through Moji again, on my return in May of the following year, plenty of water 
capable of spreading fertility was running to waste in a number of flood-beds. The impression 
I received, amidst the detached areas of cultivation at Moji, was that the present population of 
tlie oasis, reckoned at 500 households, but probably considerably less, is by no means equal 
to makine full use of the available water and arable land. 

o 


OBJECTS FROM TOGUJAI SITE BROUGHT 
BY ]\IOJI VILLAGERS. 

M. 001, Coins. 

90 Jluhammadan copper coins, among them 78 coins 
of ‘ Sulaj-man Khaqan ’ (unidentified), in two varieties ; sec 
Plate XC, Nos. 45, 46, and /.A.S.!}. 1899, Extra No. i, 
PI. X, fig. 3. 

19 Chinese copper coins of Ch'ien-3 Uan period (758- 
759 A.D.), small. 

4 Chinese copper coins, do., large. 

28 Muhammadan copper coins, mostly of ‘ Sulayman 
Khaqan' (?) ; see Plate XC, No. 47. 

M. 001. a. Bronze seal, bearing badly engraved 

Chinese (?) characters. Shank at back, pierced. See Plate L. 
M. 001. b. Seal or ornament of bronze, r J". A four- 
petalled flower. Shank at back broken off. See Plate LI. 
M. 001. c. Bronze seal, (nearly). Divided into 

three panels, those at top and bottom being narrow, and 
the centre nearly a square. The detnee in the centre 
is a Svastika, and in the top and bottom portions a con- 
vendonal vine, triih undulating stem and well drawn leaves. 
Shank at back broken off. See Plate L. 

M. 001, d. Bronze seal or ornament representing a flying 
bird, and similar to that found at Hasa (H. M. i.), but 
reversed. Shank broken off back. See Plate LI. 

M. box. e. Fragment of bronze Vajra, See 

Plate LI. 

M. 001. f. Portion of bronze buckle or clasp ; has two 
rivets attached for fastening. i|-'xx'. See Plate LI. 

M. 001. g. Portion of bronze buckle or clasp ; appears 
to have been decorated with a floral design in relief. 
See Plate LI. 

M. oox. h. Crescent-shaped lead ornament, 

M, oox. i. Fragment of an arm of a figure from 
shoulder to above elbow. Soapstone (?). It has an 
amulet with a three pointed leaf-like ornament. On the 
shoulder drapery is indicated, x f " ; thick. 

M. oox. j. Fragment of arm of figure carved in same 
stone as M. oox. i. and probably portion of the same arm. 
This piece is from below elbow to wrist. It has bangles 
at wrist, appr. i" thick. 

M. oox. k. Small intaglio. Camelion. Aphrodite stand- 
ing, drapery from waist downwards ; holds sceptre. Held 
by Prof. P. Gardner to belong to third century a. n., 
Roman work. See Plate LI. 


PIECES OF TERRA-COTTA, GLASS, ETC., 
PICICED UP AT TOGUJAI SITE. 

Ti M. oox. a. Fragment of coarse red pottery, well 
fired. Apparently portion of a handle of a vessel. On 
upper surface a small (I") stamped device resembling 
a rosette. 

T. M. oox. b. Fragment of light red pottery, coated 
inside and out with a white slip, imperfectly glazed, on 
which is painted a design in two tints of olive green and 
terra-cotta colour, on one side only. See Plate XLII. 

T. M. oox. c. Small fragment of red pottery, coated 
with slip and light yellow glaze. 

T. M. oox. d. Small fragment of red pottery as T. M. 
oox. c. but showing sgraffito pattern scratched through slip 
to red paste before being glazed. 

T. M. oox. e. Small fragment of thin red pottery, 
coated on inside with thick and very beautiful turquoise 
blue glaze having an egg-shell surface. 

Miscellaneous fragments of glass vessels of 
various thickness and tints from pale cream to bottle 
green. Many of the thinner fragments are as thin as 
paper, and have acquired a beautiful iridescence. Several 
pieces have raised lines and portions of handles or 
ornaments such as are common in Roman glass. In some 
cases the thickened rims are hollow. See Plate LII. 

Two pieces of charcoal. 

Small metal fragment, perhaps portion of a coin. 

T. M. oox. f. Fragment of terra-cotta pottery, bearing 
traces of pale greenish glaze, indifferently fluxed, and 
slightly sulphured at edge ; x 2^". 

T. M. oox. g. Fragment of terra-cotta flat dish, made 
on the wheel. It seems to have been covered with a thin 
white slip, over which is a fine rich yellow glaze with crude 
pattern in umber. On the back remains portion of the 
foot. 2" X 2xV' See Plate XLII, 

T. M. oox. h. Upper portion of terra-cotta vessel, 
with traces of slip and indifferent dark green glaze. The 
portion of mouth shows a diameter of about from 
which, after narrowing to a short neck, it swells out in 
elliptical curve to a diameter of about 3^". Height (of 
fragment) if", width if". See Plate XLII. 

T. M. oox. i. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, glazed 
with fine dark green glaze. if-"xif". 

T. M. oox. j. Similar fragment. if"x|". 
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T. M. oor. k. Fragment of centre of terra-cotta dish, 
covered inside with slip and yellouish glaze, on which is 
painted a bold pattern in yellow, ij" x See Plate XLII. 


T. M. 003, d. Fragment of red pottery, glazed, similar 
to T. M. 002. b, c, but with better executed anthemion. 
See Plate XLII. 


T. M. 001. 1. Flat terra-cotta whorl. Diameter i-l"; 
hole I"; thickness See Plate XLI. 

T. M. 001. m. Fragment of similar whorl. Diameter 

r. hole r. 

T. M. 001. n. Burnt tarsal-bone of sheep or goat. 
Length 

T. M. 001. o. Burnt fragment of bone. 

T. M. 001. p. Burnt fragments of bone {?). 

T. M. 001. q. One shell-like bead, black wth white lines 
painted in enamel. Length f". See Plate LII. 

Two fragments of similar beads, differing slightly 
in shape, and one having a few green spots as well as the 
white decoration. See Plate LII. 


T. M. 003. e. Fragment similar to T. M. 003. d, but 
coarser, and damaged in execution. 

T. M. 003. f. Fragment of pale buff, coarse pottery; 
the inside very rough, the outside smooth and decorated 
with incised lines running round, between wliich a 
cleverly executed nebular pattern. Thickness i'. See 
Plate XLn. 

T. M. 003. g. Fragment of coarse red pottery, glazed 
green. It is of curious shape, but too fragmentary to 
determine its original complete form and use. See 
Plate XLII. 

T. M. 003. h. Smaller fragment of. object similar to 
T. M. 003. g, but glazed brown. 


T. M. 001. r. Fragments of burnt bone. 4 ", 

T. M. 001. s. Four fragments of glass in tints of green 
and grey. One piece showing portion of the rim of the 
vessel to which it belonged, and is hollow-tubular. See 
Plate LII. 


T. M. 003. i. Small fragment of coarse red pottery 
bearing incised pattern. 

T. M. 003. j. Fragment of vessel of red pottery, 
glazed over a white slip, and ornamented with green grey 
pattern, probably under glaze. 


T. M. 002. a. Fragment of red pottery, unglazed, 
probably part of foot of a vase, or of a lid. Decorated 
with incised, long, daisy-like petals radiating from centre, 
on each of which an incised dot and line. See Plate XLII. 

T. M. 002. b, c. Two fragments of red pottery, glazed 
with yellowish brown glaze. They may be portions of 
handles of vessels. They have flattened irregular pearr 
shaped faces, on which is roughly moulded a kind of 
anthemion pattern. They were connected with narrower 
parts at one side and at back. See Plate XLII. 

T. M. 002. d. A piece of black slag. 

T. M. 003. a. Fragment of dark grey pottery, the 
colour being due probably to prolonged and hot firing. 
It shows marks on the inside of having been turned on 
the wheel, and on the outside has impressed a well- 
executed band of ornament consisting of a series of 
roundels between two lines. Thickness I". Tliere are 
traces of a thin whitish slip on the outside. Sec Plate XLII. 

T. M. 003. b. Fragment of black pottery, very heavily 
fired. On the outside are various incised patterns arranged 
in bands. Thickness about 

T. M. 003. c. Fragment of coarse red pottery, appar- 
rently part of a lid. It shows portions of two concentric 
bands of impressed patterns, consisting of a series of 
anthemion-like designs with a space between each im- 
pression. Tlie designs appear to vary slightly in the two 
series. An incised line divides the bands. The under side 
is verj’ coarse and rough. See Plate XLII. 


T. M. 004. a. Three fragments of thick d") pottery, 
of red, unglazed clay. Probably portions of a large vessel. 
They are decorated with a bold, well-designed and well- 
executed band ornament as follows: — several slightly 
incised lines, encircling vessel, made with blunt point; then 
a plain band, il" wide. Below this a deeply incised 
guilloche band broad, then a narrow fillet, and then 
a broad band (about consisting of conventional four- 
petaJled flowers closelyresembling those on the wooden chair 
discovered at N. iii. (See Plate LXVIII). In the triangular 
spaces between the two upper petals is a bead with a hole 
in centre, and in each of the quadrangular spaces between 
the flowers there seems to have been a bunch of four or 
five beads. Where tlie points of petals of one flower 
meet those of the next, is a hole in the surface. Sec 
Plate XLI. 

T, M. 004. b. Fragment of thick coarse red pottery 
(I' and i' at rim), portion of a large vessel. The rim 
is flat at top, about broad, and turns over into the 
outer form of vessel in a sharply receding curve. The 
outer edge of the rim presents a half round moulding below 
which is a scallop decoration. Below this are a few 
roughly incised lines — part of decorative band. The rim 
forms a projecting lip also on the inner side as though to 
prevent liquid slopping over. See Plate XLI. 

T. M. 004. c. Fragment of coarse red pottery, from 
I' to S' in thickness; prob.ably part of large vcsrcl. 

It bears a guilloche ornament rather lightly incised, wliich 
may possibly have l>ccn impressed with a stamp. A few 
shallow lines arc observable running round vessel. 
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T. M. 004. d. Two fragments of coarse red pottery, 
V' thick, exhibiting boldly executed and well-designed 
band of incised ornament consisting of guilloche (similar 
to that in T. JI. 004. a.) and below this, inverted heart- 
shape, within which a kind of fleur-de-lis. The spaces 
between heart-shapes are occupied by smaller and more 
simple similar patterns. See Plate XLI. 

T, M. 004. e. Fragment of coarse red pottery, nearly 
flat. Perhaps portion of a lid of a vessel. Thickness f," 
nearly. It bears a series of patterns, each formed by 
impressing an L-shaped stamp four times in such a manner 
as to form a cross. There are two circular bands of these 
divided by a line, and a sort of ray pattern formed by 
making lines of dots radiating roughly from the centre of 
the object. All very crude. Sec Plate XLI. 

T. M. 004. f. Fragment of coarse red pottery, ^*5' thick. 
It bears a crude kind of cable ornament in relief, running 
round, and on the fragment is shown a loose end depend- 
ing from the band. There arc traces also of roughly and 
lightly incised ornamentation, apparently made with a 
toothed tool. See Plate XLI. 

T. M. 004. g. Fragment of coarse red pottery, thick, 
nearly flat. Probably part of a lid. At edge scallop 
pattern. 

T. M. 004. li. Fragment of coarse red pottery, iV 
thick, with roughly and lightly incised pattern suggesting 
a lotus-petal design between two lines. See Plate XLI. 

T. M. 005. a. Fragment of coarse red pottery, thick. 
Bears cable pattern in relief similar to that of T. IM. 004. f.; 
also incised sc.allop and line running round. 

T. M. 005, b. Fragment of pottery, coarse, red. Bears 
scallop in relief, and roughly incised scratches to represent 
leaf branches. See Plate XLII. 

T. M. 005. c. Fragment of pottery, coarse, red. Diaper 
pattern, consisting of incised triangles and in centre of 
each a dot. Very crude. See Plate XLI. 


T. M. 005. d. Fragment of pottery, coarse red, dis- 
coloured (or perhaps purposely darkened) on upper surface. 
Probably portion of lid. Crude pattern formed by impress- 
ing a simple stamp twice ® , scattered about surface, and 
two lines probably running round. 

T. M. 005. 0. Fragment of red pottery, coarse, glazed 
with green glaze, which is imperfectly fluxed to the body. 
The edge bears a roughly incised pattern. It is probably 
portion of a lid. 

T. M. 005. f. Fragment of coarse red pottery, about 
thick. The outer surface decorated with broadly incised 
p.attcms, the scheme of which is not quite clear from the 
small fragment. Sec Plate XLI, 

T. M. 005. g. Fragment of handle and rim of vessel 
in coarse red pottery, rudely representing an animal's head, 
probably that of a cow. See Plate XLII. 

T. M. 005. h. Fragment of coarse red pottery, probably 
portion of a lid. The edge is turned upwards and then 
over into scallops. The top surface is ornamented with a 
circle of incised rings, within which a circle of rays springs 
from a plain circle. See Plate XLI. 

T. M. 005. 1 . Fragment of coarse red pottery, appar- 
ently portion of a small io/a. It shows the rim which is 
thickened, also traces of a coating of unglazed colour — 
a sort of thin slip— on both inside and outside. The 
outside bears a crudely incised scratchy pattern in the slip 
only, consisting of more or less parallel lines running 
round, and a waved line running over them. 

OBJECT FOUND IN GRAVE AT HASA. 

H. M. I. Small Bronze ornament in form of flying bird, 
about thick, having a large shank at back, pierced 
with hole for pin to secure the ornament or for cord; 
comp. M. 001. d. 


Section V.— FROM MOJI TO THE KHOTAN OASIS 

An easy march of some fourteen miles, mostly over stony ‘ Sai ’ covered with low scrub. Oasis of 
brought me to Zanguya, a small but fertile oasis. According to the information supplied to 
me, cultivation shifts every year in turn to one of the four great plots into which the village 
lands are divided L Inadequacy of the water-supply for the available canals is given as the 
reason. But two great flood-beds are passed some three and four miles west of Zanguya, where 
there is practically no cultivation. From a statement recorded by Dr, Hedin it appears that 
the loss of this water is keenly felt by the villagers, whose attempts, however, at regulating 
embankments prove ineffectual against any larger flood. Here, too, it is clear that a denser 
population under a more active administration would soon find the way to increase the productive- 
ness of the oasis. 

’ Compare also Hedin, Reisen in Z.-A,, p. 16. 

Q 2 
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^ Antiquarian evidence of more extensive cultivation in former times is furnished by an old 
site called Kul-langccr (‘the rest-house by the tank’), which I was shown about two miles to 
the north-west of the central village. I found there the ground near the edge of the cultivated 
area strewn with pottery fragments over about half a square mile. I could discover no ornamented 
pieces among them, nor was there any striking evidence of erosion. Among the debris, on and 
below the ground, bones, layers of ashes, and charcoal were plentiful. Hence the soil is considered 
valuable for manuring, and is carried away from numerous pits. In one of these pits I found 
the strata of decayed refuse and ashes extending to a depth of six feet below the surface. At 
the northern end of the site, high above a watercourse now dry, are two empty tanks enclosed 
by circular mud bajtds. The larger one measures about 6o yards in diameter. Old copper 
coins are said to be picked up occasionally on the site, but I could not obtain any of them. 
The potsherds looked coarse, though little affected by erosion. The general impression I brought 
away from Kul-langar was that of a village site abandoned at a not very distant period. 

The march from Zanguya to Pialma, the next oasis towards Khotan, passes over ground 
which throughout shows the character of true desert, At a distance of about two miles from 
the edge of the cultivated area, low dunes of coarse drift-sand begin to cover the bare loess; 
some distance further south-east it changes into a hard pebble ‘ Sai '. About six miles from the 
centre of Zanguya, at a spot called Kizil-Tam (‘the red wall’), I found a small plot of ground 
thickly strewn with fragments of old pottery, of a fine red colour, very hard, but entirely witliout 
ornamentation. The surrounding drift-sand may cover more. Close by is passed the dry bed 
of a stream, which probably carries occasional flood-water from the outer hills of Duwa. 

Already at Moji I had heard of a ruined mound called Karakir-Tim (‘the mound of the 
black ridge’), which was to be seen not far from the road to Pialma. At Sai-Langar, a lonely 
rest-house some 13 miles from Zanguya, where water is obtainable only from a deep well, we 
struck off the caravan route, and proceeding east by north over heavy dunes of coarse sand for 
two miles reached the mound. It proved to consist of a solid mass of sun-dried bricks badly 
decayed on its surface, yet furnishing evidence by its size and proportions that it represented 
the remains of a Stupa. Considerable portions of the masonry have broken away, especially 
on the south side, while elsewhere the outlines were hidden under deep masses of crumbling 
ddbris, 

A careful survey of the mound by means of the plane-table (see Plate XIX) showed that at 
its foot it formed a square of approximately 65 feet. But owing to the sand which from a high 
dune close by reaches the northern and western sides, and on account of tJie ddbris-covered 
slopes on the other sides, the actual outlines of the base where it touched tlie ground could 
nowhere be traced with absolute clearness. Higher up the contours were still more irregular, as 
will be seen from the plan. Nevertheless, the outlines visible in a photograph (Fig. 19) taken from 
the west still give a faint indication of what must once have been a dome surmounting a square 
base. The highest elevation of the mound above what appears to have been the original 
ground-level, as measured at the south-east corner, is about 22 feet.^ The top now forms an 
elongated small flat, showing that a considerable portion of the original superstructure must 
have crumbled away. In this respect, as well as in its general decay, the mound closely resembles 
the Stupas of Kurghan-Tim and Kizil-Debe. Owing to the large masses of fallen masonry, 

I doubt whether even an extensive clearing of the debris would permit of approximately exact 
measurements being obtained of the several stories, &c., of the base and dome. 

The bricks, which were exposed in many places, showed a fairly uniform size of 16 inches 
square, with a thickness of 3I to 4 inches. These dimensions agree accurately with those recorded 
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above for the bricks of the Maurl-Tim Stupa. It is probable that the slightly better preservation 
of the north-western side of the mound is due to the same cause which we have already had 
occasion to discuss in connexion with the Topa-Tim ruin ; namely, accumulation of sand on the 
side most exposed to the prevailing winds. Whether a great ddbris-filled gap between the solid 
masonrj’' remains on tlie south side (see plan) was due to excavation or to some natural cause of 
decay, I was unable to ascertain. As a special feature I may mention that large stones rounded 
by the action of water were noticed by me embedded as a regular layer in the brickwork some 
five feet above the ground near the south-west corner. The ruin rests on hard gravel which, 
however, is exposed to view only on the south and cast. Elsewhere coarse drift-sand covers the 
ground, rising immediateljf to the west and north in long dunes up to a height of fifteen feet or so. 
This sand is absolutely sterile, forming a striking contrast to the dark line of trees of the Pialma 
oasis visible far away on the horizon. The ground on the east side of the mound, being clear 
of sand, was found strewn with small potsherds, 'but to no great distance; no ornamented or 
otherwise defined pieces were traced among them. 

From Karakir-Tim to the western edge of the Pialma oasis, a distance of close on six miles 
to the soutli-east, I could nowhere trace signs of cultivation, old or recent; considering the 
character of the soil, which is hard pebble ^ Dasht ’, close up to the flood-bed of the Duwa stream 
west of the oasis, it is difficult to believe that cultivation was ever carried on here. The isolated 
position of the ruined Stupa thus appears distinctly curious. Nor could any other remains be 
traced near it. Pialma itself is a small oasis, counting, according to my information, only 
about one hundred households, and dependent for its water supply on a stream which comes 
from the mountains of Dmra. As the drainage area can scarcely include any mountains 
with permanent snow-beds, the supply of water available for irrigation is uncertain and often 
scanty % 

Pialma is now the last settlement passed by the route outside the western limit of the Khotan 
district, the present administrative frontier between Karghalik and Khotan being marked by 
two half-decayed pillars on the road some miles from the edge of the Pialma oasis. In 
Hsuan-tsang’s time Pialma itself must have been reckoned within the territorj^ of Khotan ; 
for there can be little doubt that the town of P'o-ch'ieh-i {Po-kia-i) ifjtl which, according 
to the ‘Life,’ the pilgrim first reached after entering the frontier of the kingdom, and where 
he made a halt of seven days before proceeding to the capital, is to be looked for near the 
present Pialma®. From the Hsi-yil-chi we learn that HsUan-tsang placed this locality at a distance 
of 300 li, or three marches, to the west of the Khotan capital and this reckoning, according 
to the daily stages usual at the present day, takes us to Pialma. The distance from Pialma 
to Yotkan, about 48 miles by my map, say 56 miles actual measurement, allowing for small 
ddtours and the heavy sand encountered on part of the route, agrees with this. If a resemblance 
in the sounds of Chinese transcriptions can be trusted, Pialma or P'^o-c/tich-i, might possibly be 
meant also by P' o-hai 7^ which the above-quoted itinerary of the T'ang Annals mentions 
as the second locality to the west of Yu-t'ien ®. 


Position of 
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* For details about the Pialma oasis, see Hedin, Ra'sat 
in Z.-A., pp. 17 sq. 

® See Vie de Hiouen-Thsang, pp. 279 sqq. — My previous 
suggestion as to the possible location of P'o-ch'ieh-i {Po-h'a-i) 
at Moji, Ruins of Khotan, p. 191, was based on an inadequate 
consideration of the distance and of the position indicated by 
Hsdan-tsang’s ‘ Life 


■* See AUmoires, ii. pp. 230 sq. ; Si-yu-ki, transl. Beal, ii. 
p. 314. Beal’s version and that of Rdmusat, Ville de Khotan, 
p. 45 seem to be more exact than that of Julien, who makes 
I-IsUan-tsang arrive at P'o-ch'ieh-i {Po-kia-i) from the capital, 
though in reality he travelled in the opposite direction. 

’’ Comp. Chavannes, Turn occid., p. 123, note i. 
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P o-ch ieh-i contained a shrine with a miraculous statue of Buddha, the legend of which 
IS told at length both in the Hsi-yil-chi and in HsUan-tsang’s ‘Life’, as gathered ‘from ancient 
tradition'. Once the pupil of an Arhat, living in Kashmir, when dangerously ill, asked for 
a cake of rice of a peculiar sort®. His saintly teacher obtained this for him from Kustana 
or Khotan, whereupon the Sramanera, who much relished the dish, prayed to be reborn in 
that country. Having obtained his wish and become king of Khotan in his new birth, he crossed 
the snov7 mountains and attacked Kashmir. A battle between him and the ruler of Kashmir 
Was averted by the Arhat who, showing to the Khotan chief the clothes he had worn of yore 
as a Buddhist disciple, revealed to him his previous existence and induced him to desist from 
his attack. Before retiring to Khotan the king presented himself before the Buddha statue 
to which he had paid worship in his former birth, and took it homewards with his army. Wheri 
the statue arrived at P o-ch ieh-i it refused to be moved further. Thereupon the king constructed 
a convent around the statue and placed upon its head his own diadem adorned with precious 
stones. This diadem, ever spreading a brilliant light, was still seen by Hsiian-tsang on the 
head of the statue. The latter is described as being ‘seven feet high and marked with all 
the distinguishing signs of beauty and its appearance as ‘ imposing and dignified ’ k 

This legend is of interest in several respects. It proves that Kashmir was credited with 
having supplied to Khotan statuary of ancient date, a fact throwing light on the channel, or 
one of the channels, through which Khotan art derived its unmistakable connexion with the 
Graeco-Buddhist art of Gandhara. It is the only trace we possess of a Khotan tradition 
pointing to an invasion of Kashmir across the great mountain barrier of the Karakorum. 
Legendary as this tradition may be, it deserves to be noted in view of the political connexion 
between the two territories which has been supposed to have existed at an early historical 
period®. Topographical interest, too, attaches to the legend; for it seems to indicate that 
Pialma was believed to have already in ancient times marked the frontier of Khotan for those 
coming from the west or south. The easiest route and, in fact, the only one frequented by 
caravans, from Khotan to the Karakorum Passes and Ladak leads via Pialma and Zangvya to 
Sanju. From there the Upper Kara-kash Valley is gained over the Sanju Dawan, the direct 
route through the difficult gorge formed by the middle course of the Kara-kash river being 
quite impassable except in the depth of winter, and then only for men and possibly unladen 
animals 

As to the position of the convent which contained the miraculous statue from Kashmtr I 
have no definite opinion to offer; I regret not to have made inquiries while passing through 
Pialma for any modern shrines in the vicinity. These, in view of the well-established tenacity 
of local worship proved for the Khotan region, might perhaps furnish some clue. ^ The 
location of the Vihara at the ruin of Karakir-Tim, of course, readily suggests itself. 
The distance of the latter from the site of the old capital of Khotan would accurately agree 
with Hsuan-tsang’s estimate of 300 li; the isolated position of the ruin might find a natural 
explanation in the traditional belief of a miracle which fixed the statue at a particular spot of 


' Julien translates ‘riz sur’ in M/moires, ii. p. 231; 
‘riz impr^gn^ de vinaigre’ in Vie de Hiouen-Thsang, p. 280. 
Beal, ii. p. 314, speaks of a 'cake of sown rice,’ whatever 
that may mean ; in Life, p. 204, he suggests the rendering 
‘sour meal’. Rdmusat,Fi7/r(fifi05/a«,p.46,has‘rizferment6 . 
Some particular delicacy of Khotan must be meant. 

^ See Me'moires, ii. pp. 230 sqq. ; Si~yU'M, transl. Beal, 
ii. pp. 314 sq.; Vie de Hiotien-Thsang, 2>iq s({q. The 


Siyu-hi describes the statue as seated, the Vte as standing. 
But Beal, Life, p. 204, has ‘sitting figure ’. 

® See Dr. Hoernle’s hypotheses 'm.J.A.S.B., 1899, Extra 

No. I, pp. 13 sq. . 

’ There is a more southern route from Khotan to banju, 
followed by Grombchevski in iSpfi, via Ujat, Pujiya and 
Duwa; but it is longer and certainly not as easy as the 
regular caravan route via Pialma. 
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the route, irrespective of any stages observed by the ordinary travelleh But in’ the absence 

of direct evidence all this must remain mere conjecture. 

A Ions: march on the loth of October brought me from Pialma to the confines of the Mazar of 

O O jrr r - . 

great oasis of Khotan. Up to Ak-Langar, the regular stage some sixteen miles from Pialma, 
the route lies over an absolutely barren plain, first of hard loess then of gravel. From. 
Ak-Langar onwards, where water is obtained only from a very deep well,, the route passes for 
a distance of some ten miles through a belt of drifting dunes. Forming regular semi-lunes of 
the usual shape and direction, these dunes rise to quite respectable heights, up to twenty feet’ 
and more, and extend far away to the south of the route. In the midst of this belt of drift-" 

sand, a southern inlet as it were of the great sand ocean, the traveller reaches a remarkable' 

shrine known as the Mazar of Kum-rabat-Pddshdhhn, ‘My Lord of the Sands Station’. 

Several wooden houses and sheds serve as shelter for thousands of pigeons, which give to the 
shrine its popular name of Kaptar-Mazdr, ‘ the Pigeons’ Sanctuary ’. The fluttering hosts,; 
which are perfectly tame, are maintained by the offerings of travellers and the proceeds of 
pious endowments consisting of ‘Waqf’ lands in the Khotan oasis 

According to the legend, as told to me by the son of one of the seven ‘Shaikhs’ who 
have hereditary charge of the shrine, the sacred pigeons are the offspring of a pair which » pigeons’ 
miraculously appeared from the heart of Imam Shakir Padshah when this champion of Islam shrine’, 
met death here in battle with the infidels, i. e. the Buddhists of Khotan. Many thousands had 
fallen on both sides, and it was impossible to separate the bodies of the ‘ Shahids ’ who had 
died for the Faith from those of the ‘Kafirs’. Then at the prayer of one of the surviving 
Musalmans the bodies of those who had found martyrdom were by a miracle collected on one- 
side, and two doves came forth to mark the remains of the fallen leader. One settled on his 
head, the other at his feet. From gratitude, all travellers who pass by this road offer food to 
the holy birds, either bringing corn for the purpose or else buying it from the store of the. 
shrine, as I myself did in compliance with the pious custom. I was assured that birds of prey' 
never succeed in killing a pigeon, but die in the attempt. The legend was repeated to me in 
the same form by Ahmad Shah, one of the old Shaikhs whom I subsequently met near Zawa, 
and is said to be recorded in a Tadhkirah or legendary, of which, however, I could not obtain 
a copy. 

The absolute desolation of the surroundings made the pretty spectacle of the fluttering 
swarms doubly impressive; and face to face with the time-honoured practice to which they 
owe their maintenance, I could not fail to be reminded of what Hsuan-tsang tells us of a local 
cult curiously similar on the road leading to Khotan from the west. Some 150 or 160 li before 
reaching the capital, ‘in the midst of the straight road across a great sandy desert,’ the pilgrim 
describes ‘ a succession of small hills ’ which were supposed to have been formed by the burrowings 
of rats 

Of these rats popular legend related that they were ‘as big as hedgehogs, their hair of Hsuan- 
a gold and silver colour’, and that they were seen following a rat chief who daily emerged 
from his hole. In old days a general of the Hiung-nu, who had come to ravage the border the sacred 

rats. 

“ See M^moires, ii. p. 332 sqq. ; St-yu-kt, transl. Beal, 
ii. pp. 315 sq. Julien's translation does not indicate that in 
Hsiian-tsang’s time the miraculous rats were still believed 
to be visible, but merely records their presence in the past. 

For a translation of the passage as reproduced in the ■ 

Pien i tien, see Rdmusat, Vilk de Khotan, pp. 47 sqq. 


A small spring which issues in a hollow at the foot of 
a loess-bank exposed amidst the dunes a little to the south 
of the shrine supplies the water needed by the resident 
custodians and their winged prot^gds. Does the presence of 
water in the midst of this arid waste of dunes account for the 
first origin of the local worship established here? 



Survival of 
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with several hundred thousands of men, was believed to have encamped his host near these 
rat-mounds. The king of Khotan, so the story went, with a force of only some few myriads, 
prepared to meet the enemy, but despairing of success turned his thoughts in prayer to the 
miraculous rats for help. ‘That night the king of Cfiil-sa-ta-na (Kustana, Khotan) in a dream 
saw a great rat ’ which promised him succour and victory for the morrow. The king thereupon 
set out with his forces before dawn and unexpectedly fell upon the enemy. When the Hiung-nu 
hastily prepared to resist the attack ‘they found that the leather of their armour, and dieir 
horses' gear, and their bowstrings, and all the fastenings of their clothes, had been gnawed by 
the rats ’. The terrified Hiung-mi were defeated with great slaughter, and their chief killed. 
‘The king of Chu-sa-ta-na (Kustana, Khotan), in gratitude to the rats, built a temple and 
offered sacrifices; and ever since they have continued to receive homage and reverence, and 
they have offered to them rare and precious things. Hence, from the highest to the lowest 
of the people, they pay these rats constant, reverence, and seek to propitiate them by sacrifices. 
On passing the mounds they descend from their chariots and pay their respects as they pass 
on, praying for success as they worship. Others offer clothes, and bows, and arrows; others 
scents, and flowers, and costly meats. Most of those who practise these religious rites obtain 
their wishes ; but if they neglect them, then misfortune is sure to occur.’ 

Klaproth has already noticed the curious resemblance betiveen this legend and the story 
which Herodotus tells us of the destruction of Sennacherib’s Assyrian host on the frontier of 
Egypt, effected by field rats in the same way, and also foretold in a dream But yet more 
interesting is the survival to the present day, and in the identical place, of the local worship 
which the legend told to Hsuan-tsang was intended to explain; for the locality which the 
pilgrim describes corresponds exactly to the position of the ‘ Kaptar-Mazar ’ relative to the 
ancient Khotan capital. The distance from the site of Yotkan to the modern shine is fully 
24 miles by the map, which, taking into account the increase of actual road measurement due 
to small ddtours and the heavy going over sandy ground, adequately represents the one and 
a half marches implied b}? HsUan-tsang’s estimate of 150 to 160 li. The shrine still greets the 
traveller ‘in the midst of the straight road across a great sandy desert’, exactly as the pilgrim 
saw it. 

Immediately to the east of it the road enters a tract where the dunes are plentifully 
interspersed wiA conical sandhills covered by tamarisk growth. These sandhills are typical 
features on those strips of the desert where the drift-sand is so plentiful as to form relatively 
high dunes, but where at the same time the ground water is still near enough to permit tlic 
tamarisk shrubs to send their roots down to it and thus to keep themselves alive on the top 
of the sand-cones which they bind together'®. Only at this point of the whole route between 
Khotan and the west are these curious hillocks to be seen. I, therefore, do not hesitate to 
recognize in them Hsiian-tsang’s ‘succession of small hills formed by the burrowing of rats’. 
The explorer of the Taklamakan and the roving hunter or ‘ treasure-seeker ’ who visits wide 
areas of the desert have, indeed, occasion to become familiar in many places with these peculiar 
formations. But to the ordinary wayfarer who keeps to the main roads, and to the average 
stay-at-home inhabitant of the oasis they were bound to appear in old days, just as now. 


See M^moires relatifs h VAsie (1826), ii. 297 sqq., 
where an amusing parallel, capable of a less miraculous 
interpretation, is quoted from the official report of a Russian 
commandant about the destruction of certain military maga- 
zine's at Okhotsk, in 1806. 


“ For a diagram and a lucid explanation of the formation 
of such tamarisk-covered cones, see Hedin, Reisen in Z.-A., 
p. 34. For illustrations showing hillocks of this kind sec 
below. Figs. 38, 39. 44, 52; also oll>or references 

to them, compare Index, s. v. tamarisk. 
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distinctly strange and puzzling. Thus the mysterious origin which the popular legend heard 
by Hsuan-tsang ascribed to them becomes easily intelligible. 

It is still more evident that the manner in which the pigeons kept at the shrine are Pigeons sub- 
propitiated with food-offerings by all modern wayfarers marks a survival of the pious practice 
of Buddhist times which was accounted for by that legend. As Hsuan-tsang’s rats, so now the 
holy pigeons which have taken their place are supposed to recall a great victory. There 
is nothing surprising in this substitution of pigeons, visible in body yet of supposed miraculous 
descent, for the wonderful rats of the Buddhist story which pious superstition, even in Hsiian- 
tsang’s days, apparently did not pretend to see any longer For to Muhammadan popular 
lore the pigeon is a sacred bird /lar excellence, and the custom of feeding pigeons at Mosques 
and Ziarats is widely spread throughout Isltm Nor is thei'e anything very remarkable in 
the great victory of a Khotan king over an invading host of barbarians having been converted 
by the Muhammadanized legend into a sanguinary contest between the infidels of Khotan and 
those pious emissaries of Islam whom local tradition believes to have first carried, sword in 
hand, the Faith into Buddhist Khotan. 

We shall have occasion to recur hei'eafter to numerous legends, almost all localized at Muhamma- 
particular .Ziarats of Khotan, which relate incidents connected with the first conversion of 
Eastern Turkestan, and which in many instances can be proved to' have been grafted on sites Khotan. 
already held ’sacred as places of worship and pilgrimage in Buddhist times, M. Grenard has 
collected a considerable number of these legends, and subjected them to a critical analysis 
which, from the point of view of the study of folklore and history of religion, is very instructive 
It is true that Imam Shakir Padshah, who is supposed to have suffered a martyr’s death 
among the sands of Kum-rabat-Padshahim, does not figure in the orthodox though apocryphal 
list of the twelve Imams whom popular belief credits with having first planted the Faith in 
Khotan. But he shares this fate with many another alleged saintly ‘ Shahid ’ of Khotan, to 
whom local tradition nevertheless clings with pious attachment. The details told of his last 
struggle are neither scantier than, nor very different from, those related in the Tadhkirahs of 
the recognized warrior saints of Khotanese legend. 

How popular all over ancient Khotan the legend of the sacred rats must have been is Painted 
strikingly illustrated by the fact that among the painted panels, originally deposited, no doubt, 
as votive offerings, which came to light in the course of my excavations among the ruined chief 
temples of the Dandan-Uiliq site, there is one that represents a rat-headed figure crowned of sacred 
with a diadem, and clearly marked as an object of worship by the attitude of an attendant 
figure. For a detailed description of this panel, D. iV. 5 , reproduced in Plate LX 1 1 1, I must refer 
to the chapter which deals with the discoveries of that site; but I may point out here that 
the identity of this figure with the rat-chief mentioned in Hsiian-tsang's story can scarcely be 
doubted. The fact that the pictorial representations discovered at that site apparently comprise 
every one of the local legends recorded by Hsuan-tsang, seems to me a clear indication that 
the story of the holy rats, like that of the introduction of silkworms or of the minister’s self- 
sacrifice to the river-goddess, must have been among the most cherished folk-tales of ancient 
Khotan 

" Julien’s translation relating to the popular story says : Peshawar it is customary for all those who come to invoke 

‘ Dans ce ddsert, il y avail des rats, &c.’; Memoires, ii. p. 232. the saint’s help to offer corn to the swarms of pigeons which 
This seems to me preferable to Beal’s version, which is in abide near his tomb. 

the present tense. “ See Grenard, Mission Dutreuil de Rhins, iii. pp. 3-46 ; 

e. g., at the popular shrine of Sheikh Junayat in also ii. pp. 240 sqq. See below, chap. is. sec. v. 
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It was of no small interest to me to be met thus on the very confines of Khotan by a 
striking instance of that tenacity of local worship which my subsequent researclies showed for 
almost all sacred sites of Buddhist Khotan. Remembering how helpful it had been to me in 
Kashmir, and elsewhere in the north-west of India, to find the position of ancient Buddhist or 
Hindu shrines I was in search of almost invariably marked by Muhammadan Ziarats, I felt 
justified in accepting this observation on my very entry into Khotan territor}^ as an auspicious 
omen. 

But it was also a comforting assurance to me thus to receive further convincing evidence 
how limited in reality are the changes which the physical conditions of the ground traversed 

by the western route to Khotan, and the direction of this route itself, are likely to have 

undergone during historical times. All along the route from Karghalik onwards we have 
found that the ancient remains still traceable lie close to the line of the actual road. Nowhere 
did I meet with any antiquarian indication to support the oft repeated assertion that the area 
of sandy desert has materially advanced to the south during recent periods. Here, near the 
very end of the route, we have direct evidence that the curious zone of drift-sand traversed 
immediately before my entry into the Khotan oasis bore the same natural aspect as in HsUan- 
tsang’s time and probably for long centuries earlier. Proofs of such continuity cannot be 
otherwise than encouraging to the student of the historical geography and ancient culture of 
this region ; for they assure him that through whatever changes the population, its political 
conditions and civilization may have passed, the natural iniliat and its determining physical 

factors cannot have altered so much during historical periods as to vitiate seriously any 

conclusions that may be drawn from ascertained antiquarian facts. 
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THE KHOTAN OASIS ; ITS GEOGRAPHY AND PEOPLE 

Section I.— THE OASIS IN ITS GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES 

The oasis of Khotan has from early times been the largest and most important cultivated 
territory in the south of the Tarim Basin. To this fact we owe the ample information which 
the Chinese records fumi.sh as to its ancient history. For the correct understanding of the 
antiquarian obsenNitions and finds which my explorations in this region have yielded, a preliminary 
review of the data avail.able concerning the history of Khotan is essential. Before, however, 
we proceed to this it will be advisable to consider, if only in broadest outline, those factors to 
which may be ascribed a determining influence upon that historj' — the geography of the Khotan 
oasis, and the character and origin of its people. 

The territorj' properly known as Khotan would form an admirable subject for a geographical Gcographi- 
monograph. It presents on the one hand most of the natural features typical of the oases which 
fringe the great desert of Chinese Turkestan, while on the other hand its position, size, and 
historical past invest it with an individuality of its own. Though the number of qualified 
observ’crs who have visited Khotan since the time of Johnson (1865), and recorded the results 
of their inquiries and surv'eys, is not small, the time for such a monograph docs not yet seem 
to have come. And even if the materials available were more complete and accurate than 
they are, the scope of the present work would not permit of an attempt to treat the subject on 
such lines. I shall, therefore, content myself with briefly indicating those main geographical 
features which determine the physical conditions of the oasis, and which must be steadily kept 
in view when studying its historj' and antiquities. 

What illustrative details I w'as myself able to collect bearing on the topography of tlie oasis. Accounts of 
its natural resources, cultivation, and general conditions of life, w'ill be found recorded in my 
Personal Narrative’. Of earlier accounts by European travellers it may suffice to mention the 
two most notable. M. Grenard, who as companion of Dutreuil do Rhins had occasion to spend 
the greater part of two winter seasons (1891-3) in the town of Khotan, has given a valuable 
record of his own and his chief s observations, particularly detailed in all that relates to the 
resources of the oasis and the civilization, industries, &c., of its present inhabitants Dr. Sven 
Hedin, who made tlie town of Khotan his headquarters on two occasions in January and June 
of 1896, collected a mass of very useful data concerning the soil, products, and modern administra- 
tion of the oasis and the great rivers which irrigate it \ 

The Khotan oasis owes its natural wealth and its importance entirely to the advantages Geographi- 
of its geographical position. The mighty terrace of fertile loess which it occupies extends for tages^ol^"” 

Khotan. 

' See Jiuins of Khotan, pp. 196 sqq., 247 sqq., 148 sqq. ; ii. pp. 95 sqq. and chap, vi-x, passim; iii. pp. 

482 sqq. 325 sqq. (raeteorolog}’). 

’ See Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, i. pp, 91 sqq., ’ Comp. Hedin, Reisen in Z.-A., pp. 22 sqq., 202 sqq. 
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an unbroken length of forty mil^ along the foot of the outer hills of the Kun-lun range, and 
is at all times assured^ ample irrigation from the Yurung-kash and Kara-kash rivers which 
debouch into the plain immediately above it. These two rivers are the largest of those which 
carry the drainage of the main range of the Kun-lun northward into the Tarim Basin. Some 
idea of the size of the mountain area drained by them can be formed from the fact that the 
source of the Yurung-kash, as ascertained by M. Dutrueil de Rhins and Captain Deasy on the high 
Ak-sai-Chin plateau south-eastwards, is separated by a direct distance of over two hundred 
miles from the headwaters of the westernmost affluent of the Kara-kash, north of the Karakorum 
Pass. 

Much of the orography of the great ranges which extend between these extreme points 
still awaits detailed exploration ; but the expedition which I was able to undertake from Khotan 
southwards into the forbidding mountain region of Karanghu-tagh and towards the headwaters 
of the Yurung-kash revealed the fact that the crest line of the magnificent snowy range, which 
the latter river drains first from the south and then from the north for a distance of one hundred 
and fifty miles, maintains an average elevation of close on twenty thousand feet, except at the 
point where the Yurung-kash has forced its passage through in a stupendous gorge behind 
the great Muz-tagh Peak (23,890 feet above the sea) ^ The map embodying the cartographical 
results of that expedition, and the panoramic views obtained by me with the photo-theodolite 
and reproduced in a separate publication of the Royal Geographical Society, will best help to 
realize the extent of the glaciers and slopes covered with permanent snow which feed the 
Yurung-kash and its tributaries. The Kara-kash river drains a great portion of the same 
main Kun-lun range from the south, and in addition the vast uplands known as the Ling-zi 
Thang and Soda plains which divide the Kun-lun from the Karakorum section of the Himalayan 
system. The Kun-lun range, near the point where the Kararkash, after a long sweep north- 
westwards, breaks through it in a hitherto unexplored defile, rises, as our survey showed, to 
peaks well over 23,000 feet. The course of the Kara-kash, from its sources down to Avhere 
it enters the plain near the Khotan village of Ujat^, is certainly longer than that of the Yurung- 
kash, and the belief of the people of Khotan in the greater volume of water carried by it during 
the summer is probably well founded 

The two rivers of Khotan bring down a vast volume of Avater during the months when 
the sun is powerful enough to melt the snow and ice of the high ranges. This explains why 
they alone, after their junction some eighty miles to the north-north-east of Khotan town, are 
able to penetrate through the tvhole breadth of the Taklamakan and to join the Tarim, while 
all other rivers that enter the desert from the south get lost amongst its sand dunes. To these 
two great rivers the oasis of Khotan owes not only its ample irrigation but also, as geological 
evidence conclusively shows, the fertility of its soil and, in fact, its very existence. Prof. Loczys 
analysis of the soil specimens brought back by me, in conjunction Avith my observations on 
the spot, proves that the loess of the oasis is of distinctly riverine type, composed of that fine 
sand and mud Avhich the rivers of Khotan carry down annually in enormous quantities from 
the disintegrated slopes of the mountains. Most of the loess must be ascribed to subaerial 
deposit, the lighter constituents of this alluvium having been carried aAvay by the Avinds from 
the immediate vicinity of the river-beds, and subsequently retained Avherever the ground possessed 


* For the survey results of this expedition compare my * See below, chap, viil sec. 1 . 

map, and for a description of the region explored chapters ‘ Compare Hedin, m p- 28, 

xni, XIV of Ruins 0/ Khotan (pp. 206-43). 
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sufficient moisture and vegetation to bind the dust and fine sand thus transported. Tliis process 
continued during long periods has formed the mighty loess bed whicli throughout tlie Khotan 
oasis now overlies the coarse gravel of an earlier ‘ Sai 

Seeing the dust-laden atmosphere which envelops Khotan, like other oases of the Tarim Subacrial 
Basin, for the greatest part of the year, and the great frequency of its sand-storms, it is easy 
to realize that this subacrial deposit still continues at the present day and must constantly 
heighten the soil But there can be no doubt that, ever since systematic irrigation has been 
carried on within the oasis, this process must have been greatly aided by the deposit of river 
silt; for of this every cultivated piece of ground receives annually a considerable quantity 
in the muddy water which the irrigation canal brings to it, and which is allowed to remain 
until it evaporates or is absorbed in the soil. When, discussing later the strata of fertile soil 
covering the remains of the ancient Khotan capital at Yotkan, I shall have occasion to 
demonstrate in detail the remarkably rapid rise of the ground-level brought about by this 
twofold deposit®. 

It appears probable that the rivers of Khotan while thus creating as it were the soil of the 
oasis, have also produced that configuration of the ground which now greatly facilitates the 
distribution and full use of their waters. 

A look at my map shows that, owing to the presence of fertile soil almost to the foot Absence 
of the outer hills, cultivation begins at the very di’houchcmcut of the two rivers and thence • 

spreads out fan-like over a steadily broadening area northward. Excepting the narrow strip 
of pebble-covered ground, probably nowhere more than three to four miles in width, which 
stretches along the southern edge of the oasis in the space left between the two rivers (some 
thirteen miles only), wo do not find here the barren stony ' Sai ' that elsewhere separates, like 
a forbidding glacis, the foot of the hills from the cultivable area. The advantages which this 
configuration of the surface assures must strike any observer who lias paid attention to the 
time-honoured systems of irrigation prevailing throughout the whole region. Wherever, as 
in tlie case of all oases to the cast of Khotan, a broad desert zone of stony detritus, gravel, 
or coarse sand, up to seventy miles in width, intervenes between the emergence of the rivers 
from the outer hills and the nearest large loess deposits, the utilization for irrigation purposes of 
the available supply of water offers considerable difficulties. 

Owing to the uniformity of level which the glacis-likc ‘ Sai ’ presents, the rivers and 
streams passing over it neces.sarily show a tendency to spread themselves in numerous shallow 
channels. The artificial control of the rivers in their passage through this sterile zone, when 
in summer flood, would be a task far beyond the engineering resources of the country, and 
also in many cases beyond the available labour supply. Hence, as we have seen above, much 
of the water is lost in side channels which cannot be made to feed irrigation canals with the 
needful regularity ®. Much of it, too, evaporates before the cultivable loess area is reached, 
and probably still more sinks into the pervious upper stratum, It is true that part of the 
water lost through the last cause subsequently reappears in springs ; but as these are subject 
to periodical fluctuations in level and position, and besides lack the fertilizing alluvium brought 


^ The people of Khotan seem to be well aware of this 
process and to ascribe to it a fertilizing effect; sec Johnson's 
remarks in J. R. Geogr. See., 1867, p. 6; also Gcikic, 
Textbook of Geology (4th ed.), i. p. 439. 

* Compare chap. viii. see. ii. 

’ See above, pp. 96, 115. 


Compare below, chap, xm, the remarks about the 
springs from which the small oases between Chira and Keriya 
derive their irrigation, also the springs feeding the river 
below Keriya. See also Hedin, Reisai in Z.-A., pp. 39 sq., 
177. 
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down from the mountains, it is evident that irrigation dependent on them can , nowhere suffice 
for the creation of a large oasis. 

Irrigation within the Khotan oasis has to contend with none of these difficulties and 
losses. It be;gins as soon as the deep-cut valleys of the two rivers widen out sufficiently for 
strips of cultivation on either side. » The large canals, taking off from the rivers at points 
as close below their ddboucliemeni as the situation and level of the tracts to be irrigated demand 
lie throughout within the cultivated area and can thus be kept in working condition without 
great efforts. The relative height at which the heads of these canals are established, and the 
marked slope of the great loess beds, make it possible for their water to be distributed not 
only over the whole area between the two rivers for a length of close on twenty miles, but- 
also to be carried for considerable distances to the east and west of this ‘ mesopotamia ’. 
Thus the large village of Lop on the eastern edge of the oasis lies fully sixteen miles from 
the nearest point of the Yurung-kash which supplies its irrigation. Similarly on the west the 
water of the Yawa-Ostang, a more or less natural channel fed from the Kara-kash, could easily 
be utilized for irrigation at a lateral distance quite as great, if only there were a sufficiency 
of population for such extended cultivation. 

With the exception of a few enclaves left uncultivated either through want of agricultural 
labour or else owing to the appearance of springs, which when inadequately drained render the 
soil marshy ^2, the whole of the area extending from Zawa in the west to Lop in the east, and 
varying in width from eight to twenty miles, presents the appearance of a fertile and thickly 
populated oasis. But it is certain that the cultivation of this tract, large even within its 
present limits, does not by any means absorb the whole supply of water available. Even in 
the early spring, when the rivers are at their lowest and water is particularly needed for the 
first crops, irrigation demands never quite exhaust the river-beds. Little if any of the spring 
water (/^ara-su) which comes to the surface in the above-mentioned marshes, and in the numerous 
‘ Yars ’ to be discussed below, is used to irrigate fields. Of the water carried in the enormous 
floods which descend the two rivers from June to August, only an Insignificant amount can be 
utilized in the extant irrigation canals, while the rest is allowed to fill the broad beds of the 
rivers and to pass on into the desert. 

How much of this abundance of water might be spread by flood-canals over the sandy 
expanse north of the present oasis, and how much of this great area might be thus reclaimed 
for cultivation, must in the absence of systematic observations and surveys remain a matter, for 
conjecture. But in view of the extensive ruined sites examined by me to the north-east of the 
present oasis, up to a distance of fully sixteen miles from the nearest point of the latter, and 
of similar traces towards the north-west, it is certain that the extent of cultivated ground in 
the ancient oasis of Khotan must have been very much greater Taking the conditions, of 
the present day it may be safely asserted that it is not deficiency of water, but mainly the 
inadequate number and slow growth of the population, coupled with certain shortcomings of 


” Popuna on the Kara-kash and Kara-yantak on the 
Yurung-kash, respectively, are the villages from which 
continuous cultivation begins. 

Marshy ground is found, e. g., at Uzun-sholok, west 
of Khotan town; at Halal-bagh {Aiding- Kul), south of 
Hanguya; and north of Zawa. Waste patches of ground 
overrun by light (and fertile) ‘ sand’ are, e. g., the Palamas-kum 
near Tasmache and the ground about Hanguya-Langar. 


Traces of earlier cultivation are plentiful in both the latter 
localities, and re-colonization is now slowly proceeding. 

“ See below, chapter .xrv, regarding the extensive and 
almost contiguous ‘Tatis’ of Ak-sipil and Hanguya spreading 
over square miles ; also the ruins . of Rawak and the ddbris 
area of Jumbe-kum. For the ‘Tati’ of Kara-dobe to the 
north-west, see chapter xv. 
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the administrative system, which prevent cfTcctive c.\pansion beyond the area actually 
irritialcd 

An ample supply of water for irrigation, the presence of fertile loess soil, and a sufficient Culiiv.ition 
population are, no doubt, the essential conditions without which it is impossible to assume 
a greater expansion of the oasis cither in the past or in the future. It would, however, be sand, 
a mistake to believe that the limits of cultivation in a territory situated like Khotan could 
ever in historical times have depended upon these factors alone. Wherever my search for 
ancient sites took me within the Taklamakan desert, I found evidence that by far the greater 
portion of the area over which its dunes move is formed by beds of naturally fertile loess. 

But it was equally clear that what cultivation had once existed there, or was still proceeding 
on the edges of the desert, could be carried on only in constant struggle with a formidable 
opponent, the drift-sand of the desert. It will probably take long years of painstaking study 
and obscrv'aiion oti the spot, before all the {fiiysical facts connected with the gradual changes 
and movements of the desert dunes in dificrent parts of the Taklamakan are elucidated with 
some approach to scientific accuracy. And as these movements arc mainly influenced by the 
prevailing winds, which themselves, like other phenomena dependent on climatic conditions, 
may have undergone material changes in the course of long centuries, it appears ver}' doubtful 
whether even the results of such obscrv'ations could be relied iqjon to give in all respects 
a true view of the conditions prevailing^ at earlier periods. 

Notwithstanding this rc.servation, which applies particularly to the assumed rate of progress Abandon- 
in the general advance of the desert southwards, it seems highly probable that the edges of 
the oasis presented in ancient times the same abrupt transition between cultivated ground and ground, 
desert which we note there at present. Wherever on my tours I moved northward beyond the 
limits of the Khotan oasis, I invariably found dunes, often of respectable dimensions, fringing 
in closest proximity the last irrigated fields. The drifting .sand is thus ever at hand to overrun 
any ground from which for one reason or another cultivation recedes, and under special condi- 
tions it may even prove a successful aggressor in the face of human resistance. The causes 
for tlie abandonment of once cultivated ground may vary greatly, but arc always easy to under- 
stand. Inadequate supply of water, due to neglect of the irrigation canals or to natural changes 
affecting them ; shrinkage of the population and of the available labour ; reduced cultivation, 
owing to political troubles or maladministration — are all sure to make their effect felt first on 
the outskirts of the oasis, where the struggle of the agriculturists must always be most severe. 

In the absence of detailed and prolonged observations, it seems less safe to express an Drift-sand 
opinion as to cases where the intrusion of the desert w’ilhin the former limits of the oasis may composed 
have been the result of purely natural causes. Yet one important fact at least can be clearly 
established. The careful microscopical examination which Prof. L. L6czy was kind enough to 
undertake of the sand specimens brought back by me from localities once included in the 
Khotan oasis, but buried under dunes for probably close on fifteen hundred years (Ak-sipil, 

Rawak), proves that the constitution of this sand differs in no essential respect from that of 
the alluvial loess which forms the fertile soil of the oasis. Like the latter, it consists mainly 
of distinctly angular quartz-grains, plentifully mixed with mica-flakes and to a less extent with 
fine dust, all manifestly products of the detritus which forms through disintegration in the 
Kun-lun Mountains, and which the rivers of Khotan wash down. The entire absence of 


“ This point has been noticed already by a number of oases; comp. e. g. Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, ii. p. i8o; 

earlier travellers, with regard to Khotan as well as other Johnson,y. R. Geogr, Soc., 1867, p. 6. 
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fully rounded and polished grains, such as only long-continued subaerial attrition can produce 
clearly distinguishes the substance of the dunes around Khotan (and I may at once add, at 

all the ancient sites examined by me elsewhere) from the true drifting sand of other Central- 
Asian deserts^'. 

Whether the material constituting these dunes has always been gathered and shifted by 
the winds directly from the alluvium of the river-beds, or whether a considerable portion of it 
may have to be traced back to beds of alluvial loess eroded by the action of the desert winds, 
is a question which, however interesting from a geological point of view, we need not consider 
at present^®. It is only important to note here that the danger which these dunes represent 
for cultivation on the outskirts of the Khotan oasis does not arise from any sterility in the. 
sand itself, but from the obstacles which its appearance in great masses necessarily offers to 
continued irrigation. 

The desert of drift-sand which so abruptly skirts the northern edge of the oasis is for 
a considerable distance not altogether devoid of vegetation. As the subsoil water, especially 
during the time of the summer floods and the periods immediately following, is relatively 
near the surface, tamarisks and some scrub manage to grow between the dunes. Where 
occasional inundations from tlie rivers or the canals penetrate into this zone their beds remain 
clothed with the hardy Kumush grass for years. The wild poplar (Toghrak), too, would no 
doubt manage to grow plentifully in this adjacent belt of desert did not the constant demand 
lead to the speedy cutting of any young trees that can serve for fuel or timber. Thus it is 
only several marches below the northern edge of the oasis that we meet, on the banks of the 
united Khotan river, with that luxuriant belt of jungle which flanks the river bed down to its 
junction with the Tarim. It is probable that the same causes had already in ancient times 
made the desert in the vicinity of the great oasis look even more bare and desolate than it 
would be by nature. 

Turning now to the south, we find the oasis bordered by a mountain region which in 
some respects is more barren and forbidding than the true desert itself. The account contained 
in my Personal Narrative of the expedition I made towards the headwaters of the Yurung- 
kash^^ renders unnecessar}? any detailed description of the inhospitable ranges which succeed 
each other from the gravel-covered slopes of the outer hills to the glacier-crowned watershed 
towards the Ak-sai-Chln and the high plateaus of the Upper Kara-kash. Nor do the views of 
scenery w'hich are included among the illustrations of the present work stand in need of much 
explanation. That they are truly typical of this sombre mountain world, which looks as if 


Prof. L6c2y notes particularly the striking- difference in 
this respect between all my ‘sand’ specimens from the 
Khotan region and those he collected himself from the dunes 
of the Gobi near An-si-fan and Tung-huan-hsien in 
Kan-su. 

'' I regret that my want of previous geological training 
prevented me from collecting on the spot such observations 
and specimens as -would suffice for a full determination of 
this question. As points which may possibly have a bearing 
on the question, I may note that in the vicinity of the Khotan 
oasis, and elsewhere, too, in the Taklamakan, I found the 
dunes usually highest along the river courses (see below my 
accounts of Ak-sipil and Rawalc; also Ruins of Khotan, 
pp. 329, 412, 447, 451); and further that the appearance to 


the naked eye of the sand of the high dunes around Rawak 
and Ak-sipil suggested the prevalence of coarser grains and 
a still greater abundance of mica than in the ‘sand’ com- 
posing the dunes at other old sites. 

In view of the geological problems to which my attention 
has been called since those explorations, it is a matter of 
special regret to me that the small collection of specimens 
tvhich I was able to submit to Prof. L6czy does not include 
any sand from dunes situated in parts of the Taklamakan far • 
away both from the rivers and the ancient sites. It thus 
remains doubtful whether the above noted absence of true 
drift-sand applies to the whole of the desert region visited 
by me. 

See Ruins of Khotan, pp. 206-43. 
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wholly composed of ice, crumbling rocks, and dusty detritus, will be seen on comparing them 
with the extensive photo-theodolite panoramas which I brought back from that trying region. 
Fig. 21 shows the ice-covered main range above the valleys of Nissa and Karanghu-tagh as 
seen from a ridge above the Brinjak Pass (elevation about 16,000 feet) The view reproduced 
in Fig. 20 may help to convey some idea of the extraordinary maze of disintegrated ridges 
and deep-cut ravines which extends between the gorges of the Yurung-kash and Kara-kash 
rivers where they approach the plains*®,- 

The whole region drained by the rivers of Khotan presents an aspect of rugged desolation 
which is not easily surpassed by any mountainous territory in Asia, The same extremes 
of heat and cold which produce the rapid disintegration of all exposed rocks, coupled with the 
remarkable drjmess of the climate, probably account for the exceptionally restricted plant 
growth observed in these barren mountains. Compared with their denuded slopes, which 
support only scanty tufts of hardy scrub, even where their detritus has long ago decayed into 
loose earth, the vegetation of the inhospitable Pamirs would appear luxuriant. What little 
cultivation is possible in the few narrow valleys where oats will still ripen would not suffice 
for the maintenance even of the extremely sparse population of hardy ‘ Taghliks ’ who 
permanently inhabit them. Nothing illustrates, perhaps, better the poverty of this region than 
the fact that the settled population, including the malefactors exiled to Karanghu-tagh from 
Khotan, according to my information scarcely exceeds four hundred souls within the area of 
some 9,000 square miles extending to the north of the main range As this number includes 

the hillmen who look after most of the flocks of sheep and yaks grazing in these mountains, 
it is evident that the amount of available pasture must in proportion to the area be very 
limited at all seasons**. 

There does not appear to be anything to justify a belief that the physical conditions in 
the Khotan mountains have undergone a material change during historical times. The Chinese 
descriptions never mention them specifically, even though the jade which the rivers bring 
down from them would naturally have induced a reference if the region itself had possessed 
any economic value. That no important route could ever have passed through it may, in 
\dew of my surveys, be considered certain. Routes from the Upper Kara-kash to Karanghu- 
tagh and Khotan, such as the one which Hayward had heard of and the other which Johnson 
is supposed to have followed, may exist, tiiough I did not succeed in tracing any knowledge 
of them among the hillmen examined®®.- But it was clear from the configuration of the 


** Compare jRutru of Khotan, p. 22^. 

” Compare Ruins 0/ Khotan, pp. 233 sq. 

■ ' ” For a group of Taghliks and exiled criminals at 
Karanghu-tagh, see Fig. 23. 

Some of the valleys about Nissa are said to be visited 
during the summer by shepherds from the Khotdn oasis. 
But it appears that the flocks driven up to these alpine 
grazing grounds are far less important than those owned by 
^otan ‘ Bais ’ (small capitalists) in the riverine jungle tracts 
along the Khotan Darya. 

“ The sketch-map by which Johnson illustrated his 
journey (1865) from the Upper Kara-kash to Khotan (see 
J. R. Geogr. Soc., 1867, p. i) cannot be reconciled with the 
true topography of the region from Karanghu-tagh south- 
wards. In it the hamlet of Karanghu-tagh appears shifted 
some twenty miles further north than its real position, and 

STEIN 


the Yurung-kash river is given a wholly impossible course. 
By the insertion of a great bend, which in reality does not 
exist, the valley of the Yurung-kash is shown in this map 
again some twenty miles south of Karanghu-tagh, i. e. 
approximately in its true position, but with the river flowing 
to the south-east, a direction exactly opposite to the true one. 
In this second portion of the valley a locality called Khushlash- 
langar is marked at a map-distance of some twenty-three 
miles to the south of Karanghu-tagh. In reality the few huts 
known by that name are situated only one and a half miles 
to the south-east of Karanghu-tagh, half way between the 
village and the left bank of the Yurung-kash. A strange 
kind of duplication seems to have occurred in Johnson’s map, 
for which I am unable to offer a satisfactory explanation. 
Of the other local names recorded on Johnson’s route from 
the Kara-kash to Karanghu-tagh, some are unknown to the 
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mighty range southwards that only tracks passable for men or, perhaps, also for yaks could 
be found across it. An historical reference to Karanghu-tagh and its ‘mountains of blinding 
darkness ’, fully confirms this conclusion. For Mirza Haidar, when describing the desperate 
flight of his uncle Aba Bakr from Khotan towards ‘ Tibet ’, i. e., Ladak (a. h. 920), distinctly 
mentions how the dethroned tyrant, on reaching the Karanghu-tagh valley, was obliged to kill 
his ponies and mules, and to abandon all the treasures carried on them, since they could not 
be taken further on the difficult track which alone offered escape 


Section II.— AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES IN KHOTAN 

From this rapid glance at the mountain background of Khotan we may now return to 
the oasis itself. The picture which it presents, wherever we may pass through it, is one of 
remarkable fertility. Almost from the heads of the first canals that take off at the ddboucfienmit 
of the rivers, down to the edge of the desert, stretches an unbroken expanse of carefully 
banked fields, varied only by thickly studded hamlets and villages, by their fruit-gardens, and 
by the fine avenues of poplars and willows which line every road and canal. Variations in 
the productiveness of the fields exist, of course, in the different tracts; they are influenced by 
the distance from the main canals, and by the time and amount of the allotted water-supply 
dependent on this ; by the appearance of subsoil water or drift-sand, and similar features. 
But good crops are generally assured, whatever the produce for which the soil may be utilized, 
with due regard to local conditions*; 

Wheat, rice, millet, oats, and above all Indian corn are the staple cereals; and the early 
harvest of spring sowings and the abundant water-supply of the summer permit of Indian 
corn being grown almost everywhere as a second crop. The rich fields of lucerne [bidd) supply 
plentiful fodder. Cotton is grown largely. Equally important is the cultivation of mulberry 
trees; for Khotan, as we shall see, has been a home of sericulture since ancient times, and- 
is still its main centre for the whole of Eastern Turkestan. Khotan is not distinguished for 
its vegetables. Fruit-trees, on the other hand, flourish all over the oasis, and their produce is 
so plentiful that a considerable export in dried fruit takes place, especially towards Ak-su and 


Taghliks and some are applied to localities in an entirely 
different situation. All these discrepancies are the more 
puzzling since Johnson was a professional topographer who 
even without the use of a plane table could have secured an 
approximately correct record of whatever route he actually 
followed. 

“ The Tdrikh-i-Rashidi, pp. 323 sq., 327 sq., contains 
a very interesting account of Aba Bakris flight to Karanghu- 
tagh. ' As the roads were difficult, it would have been hard, 
— nay, impossible for him to carry off all the property he 
had with him ; he therefore collected it alt together, and set 
it on fire.' Apart from the many loads of valuables thus 
destroyed, the flying ruler was believed to have thrown 
immense quantities of gold and silver ornaments, vases, &c., 
and his saddle-bags full of gold dust ‘from the bridge into 
the River Ak-Tash which flows through the middle of 
[the valley of] Karanghu-tagh ’. 

Ak-Tash is a synonymous designation of the Yurung-kash, 
the river of ‘ White Jade jade being ‘ the stone' kot 


in Khotan ; the bridge meant is, no doubt, the one by which 
the Yurung-kash, flowing here in a deep chasm only some 
seventy feet wide, is crossed before reaching Karanghu-tagh. 
village (see ^ Khoian, p. 213). Considering the 

depth of the rocky bed and the rapidity of the tossing river 
which fills it, the difficulty Aba Bakr’s Moghul pursuers had 
in recovering even a small part of these riches (no doubt, greatly 
exaggerated) is easily appreciated. I regret that at the time 
of my journey I was unaware of Mirza Haidar's record of 
this interesting historical episode. Hence I could not 
ascertain whether any popular tradition of it still survives in 
this forlorn region. 

The Zafar-ndmah, of Timur’s historian Sharif-ud-din, 
refers to ‘ Karatigulak, a very steep and rugged mountain, 
to which the inhabitants of Khotan and the neighbouring 
places fly for refuge in time of war’; see Bretschneider, 
Mediaeval Researches, ii. p. 233, note. 

‘ For useful notes on Khotan agriculture, comp. Grenard, 
Mission Dutreuil de Rhins, ii. pp. 1 73 sqq. 
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the smaller oases eastwards. My finds at the sites explored in the desert proved that the 
fruit-trees now most widely cultivated, such as the apricot (ilrilfi), peach {ska/iahi), olive {jigda), 
apple {ahnd) and mulberry {iijme), must all have been very common in ancient times. 
Almonds, walnuts, melons, and figs abound at present. Khotan is famous for its grapes {ial), 
which are specially cultivated at Ujat, a large village at the ddbouchement of the Kara-kash, and 
are widely exported in the form of raisins. Ancient specimens of them, too, turned up in the 
course of my e.xcavations (at Kara-dong). 

As in the other portions of the Tarim Basin where cultivation depends entirely on 
irrigation, we find everything that relates to the periodical distribution of canal-water between 
the various villages and holdings regulated by minute customs which probably go back to 
considerable antiquity. Some interesting notes on this subject, which would well deserve closer 
study, have been recorded by Dr. Sven Hedin *. Where irrigation is the mainstay of the 
whole economic organization, it is only natural that the administrative divisions of the territory 
should conform to the arrangement of the main canals. We find accordingly the Khotan 
oasis divided for purposes of revenue and general administration into a series of long-stretched 
cantons ■ representing the areas irrigated by each of the chief canals. J ust as most of the 
canals themselves are undoubtedly of very early date, these cantons, now known by the Turk! 
designation of ‘Ming’ (‘a thousand’) and each under a ‘Ming-bashi’ or Beg, are likely to 
have had their counterparts in ancient times. I have hence thought it useful to enumerate 
them, in a footnote^ in their traditional order, irrespective of minor changes and groupings 
made by Chinese administration since the reconquest of the ‘New Dominions’. 


' See Reism in Z.-A,, pp. 20 sqq. 

“ Beginning from the west we have first on the left bank 
of the Kara-kash the canton of Zawa and Kuya, irrigated by 
brandies of the same main canai ; ne.xt Makuya (irrigated 
from the canal which in the map has been erroneously 
shown with name Kuya-Ustang) ; the small tract of Kayash ; 
and the considerable canton known after its canal as 
Bahrani-su and including the town of Kara-kash. Kara-sai 
to the north-east is a small detached tract which derives its 
irrigation from the Yawa-Ustang, a quasi-natural water- 
course fed chiefly by the marshes below Zawa. 

Between Kara-kash and Yurung-kash there follow in the 
same direction the cantons of Sipa and Borazan, both 
irrigated from the Kara-kash ; the second is the most central 
portion of the Khotan oasis and contains the site of its 
ancient capital. Eastwards we have Tosalla, like the preceding 
two, a large and fertile canton ; and the small subdivision of 
Bchi or Khotan-Shahr, which is mainly composed of the 
present capital and its immediate vicinity. 

East of the Yurung-kash lies the important canton which, 
together with its lively town, is called Yurung-kash, after the 
adjacent river. The well-populated tracts of Sampula and 
Lop, distinguished for their carpet-weaving and other flourish- 
ing industries, form the easternmost part of the oasis. They 
have been attached in recent years to the charge of the 
Chinese district magistrate residing at Keriya (no doubt for 
fiscal convenience, since without them the territory admin- 
istered by this officer would be as unprofitable as it is 
• extensive), but form in every respect an integral portion of 
Khotan. This is far less the case with Tawakkel, a separate 


little oasis which was established in the first half of the last 
century by colonists from Khotan. It is situated on both 
sides of the Yurung-kash some thirty miles below Ilchi town, 
and is now included as a distinct Begship or ‘ Minglik ’ in the 
district of Khotan. 

The extensive mountain region of Khotan never within 
traditional recollection appears to have ranked as a separate 
canton, a fact easily understood in view of its poverty and 
extremely scanty population. Slices of it are attached to the 
different Khotan cantons, an arrangement which may have 
its convenience for the allotment of the grazing — such as it is. 

It will be convenient to show in this place also the con- 
ventional reckoning of houses for each ‘Ming’ or canton, 
since, whatever its value for statistical purposes may be, it 
throws light on the relative population of each tract and 
allows some conclusion as to the extent of the area under 
cultivation in each. The figures tabulated below were com- 
municated to me in April, 1901, by Islam Beg, my former 
Darogha, to whom the Amban of Khotan had then recently 
entrusted the Begship of Kayash, and by M. Badruddin, the 
headman of the Afghan traders in Khotan, both competent 
informants on matters of this kind. It must, however, be 
understood that these figures represent only a rough estimate 
accepted for the sake of convenience by those interested in 
the management {rede farming) of the revenue of these 
cantons, and are in no way officially recognized. The figures 
in the second column refer to an earlier reckoning of a 
similar character, vaguely ascribed to ‘ the time of old Chinese 
mis’ {kone Khiiaining waqli), i.e. the period preceding Yaqub 
Beg's rebellion. It is generally believed that, compared with 
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We should obtain a very imperfect idea of the Khotan oasis and its material resources if 
our estimate were based solely on the agricultural activity of its inhabitants, Khotan has in 
modern times been undoubtedly the chief industrial centre within Eastern Turkestan ^ and 
everything points to the conclusion that it occupied this position from a very early period. 
The mining of oriental jade might well be mentioned in the first place among the industrial 
occupations of Khotan ; for it is the oldest of which we have distinct historical notices, and 
its product has more than anything else made Khotan famous throughout the East. 

The jade of Khotan (the yii of the Chinese, called kash in Turk!) is obtained from the 
beds of its rivers either by searching and diving for pieces of the precious stone among 
the pebbles which the rivers wash down during the summer floods, or else by regular digging 
in the beds of rubble deposited along the banks of the Yurung-kash, Such beds are worked 
immediately above the diboucJienient of the river, and also lower down within the Yurung-kash 
canton along a deserted channel®. The kinds of jade most prized, white or of other light 
colours, are furnished by the bed of the Yurung-kash, which owes to this fact its actual name 
‘[the river of] White Jade’. Jade of green or other dark colour is more frequently found in 
the Kara-kash river, and accounts for the latter’s name ‘[the river of] Black Jade’®. High 
up in the valley of the Kara-kash, not far from the Karakorum route, green jade is quarried 
from a mountain side; but this rock jade is reckoned of inferior quality and does not appear 
to be mentioned in the early Chinese accounts 

Khotan has, probably since the earliest times, been the chief source of supply of the yii 
stone or oriental jade, which in China even more than elsewhere in the East has been, and 
still remains, one of the most valued of precious stones. It is hence with good reason that 


those days, the population and prosperity of the oasis have 
greatly increased owing to the improved systein of adminisr 
tration. An average of eight persons is the conventional 
estimate for each house (kj‘). 

^ Modern Estimate Old Estimate 


L/ANTON. 

OF Houses. 

OF Houses. 

Zawa-Kuya 

2000 

1150 

Makuya 

2000 

1150 

Kayash 

1500 

IIOO 

Bahram-su (Kara-kash) 

2000 

1200 

Kara-sai 

rooo 

300 

Sipa 

3000 

1200 

Borazan 

3000 

1500 

Tosalla 

3000 

1150 

Ilchi (Khotan-Shahr) 

1000 

1000 

Yurung-kash 

3000 

IIOO 

Tawakkel 

1000 

400 

Sampula-Lop 

5000 

— 

Total number of houses 27,500 

12,000 


My informants could not state the old traditional estimate, 
for Sampula and Lop, which, owing to the administrative 
separation above mentioned, had ceased to come within the 
sphere of local official interests; but they were agreed in 
giving 12,000 houses as the conventional figure for the 
administrative unit comprising the whole Khotan oasis as it 
existed under Chinese rule in pre-rebellion days. 

■* For a still useful synopsis of Khotan industries, compiled 
from Surveyor Ramchand’s notes, see Yarkand Mission 


Report, pp. 446 sqq. Interesting notes on a number of the 
more important industries, with excellent illustrations, will be 
found in Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, ii. pp. 184 sqq. 

‘ I have described the jade-diggings situated near the 
dibouchement of the Yurung-kash, a short distance above 
the old site of Chalma-kazan, in Ruins of Khotan, pp. 252 sqq. 
For an account of the jade-pits of Kalta-kumat, not far from 
Tam-oghil, see Hedin, Reism in Z.-A., p. 28. 

' The Yurung-kash and Kara-kash rivers are apparently 
first referred to by the Chinese equivalents of their present 
names in the Annals of the Posterior Tsin Dynasty (936- 
947 A.D.); see Rdmusat, Ville de Khotan, p. 81, and for later 
references, ib. pp. 107, 112. By the third river, that ‘of 
green jade ’, which these accounts mention between the two 
former rivers, must be meant the broad side channel of the 
Kara-kash known as Yangi-Darya (see map), which passes 
through the Sipa canton and carries water during the flood 
season ; see below, chap. viii. sec. iii. The white and green 
jade of Khotan is distinguished by Hsiian-tsang, Mem. ii. 
p. 223, Beal, ii. p. 309. 

For Goman, the ancient name of the Kara-kash, see below, 
chap. vm. sec. i. 

' For a Chinese account of this jade-quarry extracted 
from the HsiyU wen chien lu (1778 A.D.), see Ritter, Asien, v. 
pp. 381 sqq.; a detailed description of it has been given by 
Dr. Stoliczka in Yarkand Mission Report, pp. 464 sqq. The 
manner in which this inferior jade is obtained was correctly 
related by Go6z, who speaks of the place as ‘Cansanghi 
Cascio’, i. e. Kan sang-i-kash‘, see Yule, Cathay, ii. p. S^S" 
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A. Rdmusat attadied to his Hisioirc dc la Villc dc Khotan the learned treatise in which the 
historical notices relating to the stone and its extensive use were for the first time clearly 
traced”. A reference to these researches, and to the useful data which Ritter added to them, 
will suffice to explain the great importance which must be claimed for the mineral in the 
economic history of Khotan , Apart from the direct profits which its export, continued during 
thousands of years, must have carried to the oasis, it is clear that it must always have acted 
as a powerful factor for drawing trade to Khotan. 

The advantages which jade offered for commercial investments, owing to its portable Trade 
nature, its relatively high price, and its assured market in China, were certain to be appreciated 
both by merchants from China trading westwards and by foreign traders proceeding to the exports. 
Middle Kingdom. It is only necessary to recall the enormous distances and the natural diffi- 
culties of caravan journej's from the interior of China to either the Tarim or Oxus, in order to 
realize how important it must have been for the Chinese merchants, who during the Han 
period and later carried their goods to Central Asia, to invest their sale profits in merchandise 
which, like jade, admitted of easy transport and was safe from deterioration in transit. 

That the same was true also for the Western traders proceeding to China is a fact attested Ben. Goez 
b)^ a classical witness. Benedict Goiiz, who on his memorable journey to discover Cathay 
proved his capacity as a sensible man of business quite as much perhaps as his missionary 
zeal, when describing his long stay at Hiarchan or Yarkand in 1603-4, tells us : ‘ There is no 
article of traffic more valuable, or more generally adopted as an investment for this journey, 
than lumps of a certain transparent kind of marble which we, from poverty of language, usually 
call jasper. They carry these to the Emperor of Cathay, attracted by the high prices which 
he deems it obligatory on his dignity to give ; and such pieces as the Emperor does not fancy 
they are free to dispose of to private individuals. The profit on these transactions is so 
great that it is thought to compensate for all the fatigue and expense of the journey. . . . 

These marbles (with which the empire is now overflowing) are called by the Chinese lusce'^'^. 

Sericulture deserves to be mentioned next among the industries of Khotan, in view of Silk of 
its antiquity and continued importance. Khotan is the chief silk-producing district of the 
Tarim Basin, and probably of the whole of Turkestan. The produce, which in one form or 
another affords occupation to the bulk of the population, is nowadays chiefly exported in the 
form of spun silk. But the weaving of silk fabrics also flourishes, and must, in view of the 
Chinese records and of my finds, be considered an ancient industry of the oasis. We shall 


® See ‘ Recherches sur la substance mindrale appclde 
par les Chinois piene de lu et sur le Jaspe des anciens ’, in 
Ville de Khotan, pp. iig-239. 

’ See Ritter, Asien, vol. v. pp. 380 sqq. 

See Yule, Cathay, ii. p. 564. By lusce is, of course, 
meant yil shih, ‘yii stone’, the Chinese name of jade. 
Goez himself acted up to the commercial advice here 
conveyed ; for he got the loan of some six hundred gold 
pieces which he had made to the mother of ‘the Prince 
of Quotan’ (Khotan), paid back ‘in ample measure with 
pieces of that valuable stone ’ on a visit he personally paid 
to Khotan. Before his tragic end at Su-chou on the confines 
of Kan-su, the brave Jesuit had reason to appreciate the 
wisdom of this investment; for when ‘obliged to dispose 
of his large piece of jade for little more than half its value ’, 
in order to maintain himself and his party during their 


detention, ‘he got for it twelve hundred pieces of gold’; 
see Yule, Cathay, ii. p. 585. 

I may refer here in passing to a modem illustration 
of the extent to which caravan trade with Eastern Turkestan 
depends on the possibility of securing easily portable articles 
for export from the country. Indian trade with Chinese 
Turkestan flourished after the Forsyth Mission as long as 
the Hindu merchants engaged in it were able to invest 
their sale profits on Indian goods in the highly valuable 
and easily transported charas drug. Since the importation 
of the latter into India has been charged with almost pro- 
hibitive duties, the Turkestan trade has considerably declined. 
In their search for profitable return consignments to replace 
charas the Indian traders are now obliged to turn to Khotan 
silk; but its supply is far less steady than that of the noxious 
drug and the profits are by no means so substantial. 
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have occasion to discuss below the time-honoured tradition which Hsuan-tsang heard about the 
first introduction of sericulture into Khotan. It proves tliat in his time this industry was 
already so old as to be credited with a legendary origin, and that it was certainly derived 
from China. How much of the silk which the nations of the classical West received throuerh 
Persia from the distant half-mythical land of the Seres really came from Khotan we shall 
never know with any certainty. But the antiquity of sericulture in Khotan and the early com- 
mercial importance of the oasis seem to give some support to the conjectural location at 
Khotan of Ptolemy’s Issedou Serica, as first proposed by Baron von Richthofen ”. There 
appears to me still more reason to believe that the same great scholar, and before him 
Sir H. Yule, were right in suggesting Khotan as the territory probably meant by the country 
of Sertitda, whence, according to the story related by Procopius, two monks in the time of 
Justinian (about 550 a.d.) first introduced the silkworm into the Byzantine empire^-. 

Khotan produces more cotton than any other district of Eastern Turkestan, and the 
export of cotton goods, chiefly in the form of Kham, a rough but very durable fabric, is verj' 
considerable. Cotton weaving is carried on by a large portion of the agricultural population 
as a supplementary occupation. M. Grenard estimated the number of households engaged in 
it at about 12,000, and the value of the output at about 6,700,000 francs'®. Though the 
early Chinese records do not appear to make special mention of the cotton goods of Khotan, 
yet fine fabrics represented among my finds at the sites of Niya and Endere clearly establish 
the antiquity of this industry 

Wool is plentifully obtained from the flocks grazing in the mountains and in the riverine 
forests, but its use is restricted almost exclusively to the fabrication of carpets and felts. For 
both of these manufactures Khotan is famous throughout Turkestan, and their preeminence 
in early days is proved by the specific reference HsUan-tsang makes to them'®. The carpets 
of Khotan, sometimes made in silk, are widely exported, and are met with throughout Central 
Asia and far into China. They are easily recognized by their characteristic designs and patterns, 
which seem to retain certain ancient motives pointing partly to Indian, partly Chinese origin '''. 
We shall see hereafter that the specimens of ancient rugs found by me at the site of Ni3-a 
though made in cotton, attest the high development of carpet technique for the third century 
of our era The same site has furnished the oldest samples of tliose felts or ‘ Numdahs ’ 
[qiamad in Persian, kigiz in Turkl), of which Khotan exports nowadays ver}' large quantities 
both to Kashmir via LadSk and northward. M. Grenard estimated the number of felt work- 
shops in Khotan at approximately a thousand, the industry being conducted bj’ households 

Another industry extensively carried on in Khotan, which deserves to be specially mentioned 
here, is that of paper. It is now manufactured exclusively from the bark of a mulbcrr3’--trce 


’’ Comp, Richthofen, China, i. pp. 487 sqq. For a 
valuable analysis of the notices relating to early silk trade 
through Ccntral-Asia, see ib. pp. 442 sqq., 474 sqq. Tliey 
have been discussed briefly, but with his usual lucidity, by 
Sir H. Yule, Cathay, i. pp. xliv sqq. 

" Compare Yule, Cathay, i. p. xlvi, and for a translation of 
the original text, pp. clix sqq. ; Richthofen, China, i. 529 sqq., 
550. Procopius’ mention of ‘ many nations of the Indians ’ 
in connexion with Serinda points more than ever to Khotan, 
since we h.ave learned how thoroughly and how early Indian 
influence established itself there. The story as related by 
■Thcophancs of Byzantium (end of sixth century) speaks only 
generally- of the country of the Seres from which a certain 


Persian brought away the eggs of silkworms hidden in a 
walking-stick ; sec Yule, Cathay, i. p. clx. This feature of 
the story may be pure folk-lore; but it curiously recalls the 
Khotan legend told by PlsOan-lsang how the first eggs of 
silkworms were brought there hidden in the headdress of 
a princess from China ; see below, chap, rx. sec. iv. 

See hlission Dutrruil de Rhins, ii. p. 191. 

’* See below, chap, xt, xri ; also Plates LXXVI, LXXVIL 
” Comp, hftm., ii. p. 223 ! I^cal, ii, p. 309. 

“ For a plate showing Khotan carpets and for some 
notes on the industry, comp. Mission D. de Rhins, ii. p. 195. 

Comp. chap. xi. sec ii. ; also Plate LXX V. 

” Sec 3 fission D. de Rhins, ii. p. 
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which, as shown by the examination Professor J. Wiesner was kind enonj^h’ to make of .specimens 
transmillccl to him, is the Brousfotufhr papyrifeya or Paper imilberrj'-trec. This tree, wliicli 
.supplie.s the bark mainly used for paper in Cliina, doas not appear to grow to any extent in 
other parts of Chinese Turkc.strin, and it.s bark being particularly suited for the purpose, Khotan 
enjoys a practical monopoly in the local manufacttirc of paper. The pulp used is made up of 
thoroughly wcll-maccratcd fibres, and the paper itself po.sscsscs a good deal of strength and 
toughness. 

The oldest datable paper hISS. which iny e.xcavations in the Khotan region brought Antiquity of 
to light must be .ascribed to the period from circa 719 to 701 a.d, Put the exhaustive investi- bliotan 
gations which Prof. J. Wie.sner has devoted to the annly.sis of the ancient paper materials 
represented in the collection of Ccnintl-.Asian M.S.S. under Dr. Mocrnlc's care, ns well as 
those excavated by me, prove beyond doubt that the manufacture of paper in Eastern Turkc.strin 
had been carried on for centuries before that j)eriod, and in the course of time had undergone 
some remarkable dcvclnjiments. We shall have occa.sion hereafter to refer to various interesting 
results of Prof. Wiesner’s researches In the prc.sent place only one j)oint need be noted. 

Though the rough mechanical jKMiiuiing to which the bark used for the earlier papers had been 
gcnemlly subjectc<l made the determination of the fibres contained in them often very difficult, 
yet Prof. Wiesner has been able to identify in a ntimber of eases fibres of the Broussonctia 
papyrsfofl. Some of the MSS., wiicrc such were found, belong to the site of Dandan-Uiliq, 
while others were obtained from Kuch.'i, aiul probabh* belong to an earlier period (fifth to seventh 
century .a.d.). The paper of those from Dand.ln-Uiliq (eighth century a.d.) is certainly of Khotan 
manufacture ; and in view of wlial lias been .stated ns to the rc-slrictcd occurrence of that tree 
outside Khotan. the same a.ssumptinn .•suggests itself as regards the MSS. from Kuchfi. 

Ceramic art, which, judging from the finds of Vutkan. must have reached a high degree of Industries 
j>crfcction in ancient Khotan, has greatly deterioratetl, and the pottery now produced is inferior 
even when judged from the mo.st utilitarian point of view. The manufacture of glass, which 
must be assumed to have nourished iu old Khotan, is now wholly unknown •'*. On the other 
hand, the metal-workers of Khotan, of whose .skill in ancient days ver)' few specimens have so 
far been recovered, produced in relatively modern times much excellent work, and enjoyed well- 
merited fame throughout Turkestan. I refer in particular to the Khotan workers in brass 
and copper, to whose hands may be traced most of the artistically wrought old metal ware, 
sucli as water-jugs, basins, tray.s, &c., whicli I have had occasion to see and admire at Yarkand, 

Kashgar, and also in Western Turkestan*’, 

That this art is of ancient date in Khotan is proved by a notice of the Liang Annals, 
which specially refers to the .skill of the inhabitants of YU-l'icn in the manufacture of copper 
vessels **. TIic style of the rich ornamentation employed is throughout distinctly Persian. 

WHille this once highly developed art industry lias sunk to a commonplace level during the 
last century, the gold and silver smiths of Khotan retain to this day a good deal of skill ; 

" The results of Prof, Wiesner’s itivcslifjaiion.s, .is far Chsst, Irnpcri.il Ac.iclctn)’, Vienna, 
as based on MSS. in Dr. Ilocrnle'.s collection, were ” Vases of gl.iss arc mentioned ns prc.scnts from Khotan 

published in liis Mikrosholiiche Unicnuchungeii alttr at- to the Chinese court in 518 a.ii. ; .see Rdmusat, Vilk de 
turkalankcher Papierc, <Jr., Denkschri/Un dcr mtUhem.- Khotan, p. 17. 

natunviss. Claste of the Imi>crial Academy, ^’'icnna, vol. ■' A good specimen of the old brass trays, with the 

Ixxii. 1902, Those derived from the analysis of paper curious open work wliich seems to have been peculiar to 

MSS. excavated by me arc contained in his paper ‘ Ein Khotan during the last few centuries, is reproduced in 

neuer Beitrag zur. Gcschichte dcs Papiers’, published in M. Grenard’s plate, AZ/rr/’w; D. ii. p. 188. 

vol. c.xlviii (1904) of the Sitzungslcrichte der philos.-hktor. ” Sec Rdmusat, Vilk de Khotan, 16, 
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and their products, especially in a kind of filigree work, still find their way through the whole 

of Turkestan = 3 , 

I have left to the last the mention of the gold produce of Khotan ; for if we except the 
little gold washed from the sand of the Yurung-kash, the precious metal with which the name 
of Khotan is often associated is found in its natural state only at places situated at considerable 
distances from the oasis. The gold mines of Surghak, Kapa, near the headwaters of the 
Cherchen river and on the high plateaus of the Arka-Tagh towards Tibet, may well have been 
worked in ancient times. But no mention is made of them in the old Chinese notices of 
Khotan ; and it is doubtful whether, with the exception of the first-named place (on the upper 
course of the Niya river), any of these localities ever fell within the political boundaries of 
the Khotan kingdom. That the gold extracted from them must have helped to increase the 
commercial importance of Khotan, as the nearest emporium for its disposal, may, on the 
other hand, be considered as certain. 


Section III.— THE POPULATION OE KHOTAN: ITS DISTRIBUTION 

AND CHARACTER 


Having acquainted ourselves, in main outline, with the geographical 7nilieu and tlie 
material resources of the Khotan oasis, we may now complete our survey by a brief review 
of the people in their distribution, general character, and probable ethnical connexion. 1 shall 
not attempt to include in this sketch an account of the present conditions of life and social 
organization. On the one hand, the conditions at Khotan in most respects resemble so closely 
those found throughout the oases of Eastern Turkestan that the descriptions already available 
in the narratives of former visitors ampty suffice for information on all general points. In this 
respect I may refer particularly to the excellent exposition of the subject which M. Grenard 
has given, based largely on observations made during a prolonged stay within tlie Khotan 
oasis On the other hand, I shall have plentiful occasion hereafter, when describing the 
results of my excavations at ancient sites in the desert, to notice those particular features of 
modern life in the extant oases which help to illustrate tliem, and which themselves are proved 
by those finds to be of early origin. 

It is not easy to form an approximately correct estimate of the present population of Khotan 
and, of course, still more difficult to guess the limits to which its number may have extended 
during early periods of greater prosperity. In 1873, the official figure communicated to Sir D. 
Forsyth’s Mission was 129,500 souls which, considering the undoubted diminution of the population 
due to tlie troubles of the Muhammadan rising and the exactions of Yfiqflb Beg’s reign, may 
not have been too low an estimate =. General Przewalssky, on his passage through Khotan 


“ For some specimens sec jMisswn D. di Rhins, ii. 
p. 184, plate. 

‘ See particularly chapters i-viii, x, xi, of voL it Mission 
D. di Rhtm. For the critical student it •nill be well to 
bc.ir in mind that much of the raluable information presented 
applies far more closely to Khotan than to the rest of F.astcm 
Turkestan. In the endeavour to give ii thoroughly readable 
and graphic picture of life and people in this wide region 
local distinctions have not always been brought out as clearly 
as needed for thorough inquiry into particular features. 


Reference to the Rariand Mission RoMri, pp. So rqq., 
is still useful for a variety of data regarding daily life. Many 
interesting facts can be gathered also fessirn from Dr. Hedin's 
Through Asia and his Rfisrn in A.-A. H.atang been obliged 
to spend most of my time in explorations over desert ground, 
and to concentrate my attention on things of the part wihin 
the oases, I could record in myTcrsonal Narrative ' only 
casual obsen-ations and rapid glimpses of cvciyday life. 

' Sec Yarkand Afissicn Ref or I, p. 6i. 



Sc:, m] POPULATION OFKHOTAN: DISTRIBUTION AND CHARACTER 137 

in 1SS5, cslinutcci its population nt 300.000, while General Pjcwzow, five years later, put the 
number at al>out 160,000. That the figurc.s communicalcil to Dr. Hcclin in 1896, givin|T an 
aggregate of 50.1,000 souls for the Khotan oa.sis c.\clu.sivc of the oa.scs of Lop and Sampula, 
were greatly exaggerated, was rccognirctl by that traveller himself’. I have already, in a note 
to the preceding section, indicated the pre.sent conventional estimate, which assumes a total 
of 07,500 hou.scholds for the whole of the Khotan oasis \ Accepting the local reckoning of 
eight persons as an avemge for each household, we shoultl arrive, on the basis of this estimate, 
at an approximate total of 000,000, Judging from the impressions I received of the relative 
density of the population in various pnrt.s of the oasis, from the extent of industrial exports 
and similar indications. I .shouhl not consider this estimate in any way exce‘>'sivc. But I am 
wholly unable to judge how closely it approaches to the truth’. 

In distinction from other oasc^s of the Tarim Basin where urban life is concentrated in Towns of 
a single town. Khotan possesses at present three places to which the dc.signation of town can 
be justly applied, vi.t. Khotan or Ilchi. ^■urung-l:.'ish, and Kara-k;isli, In size and commercial 
importance these three towns do not differ greatly ; but as the .seat of the local administration 
Ilchi occupic.s the first place, and consequently claims the general designation of Khotan which 
has l>ccn applied from ancient days to both the oasis and its capital. None of the three towns 
equals K.Tshgar or Yarkand in wealth or population ; but their numlier when compared with 
the size of the oasis is a further indication of the prominent part which industrial occupations 
play in the economic organization of the peojdc. In addition to thc.se towns, the cantons of 
Bor.aran, To.salla, and Sampula po.sscss local commercial centres of their own, represented by 
the B.azars of Bizln, Im.am-Mflsil-Q.isim and Sampula, all of them much frequented on their weekly 
market daj'-s'. 

We have previously seen how far back in history and antiquarian remains we can trace Protection 
the industries and crafts which to this day distingui.sh Khotan. 'J'his observation alone would 
justify the hope that we might similarly find ancient peculiarities of character and race still innsions. 
.surviving in the present inhabitants. But there arc weighty geographical and historical con- 
siderations. too. which lend .support to this expectation. It is certain that, among all the larger 
oases of the Tarim Basin, Khotan was bc-st protected by nature against any violent and 
thorougligoing ethnic cliangcs. The mighty mountain ranges on the south may not have 
protected it altogether from invasioti by small bands of boUl adventurers — we know that the 
Karakorum in the opposite direction did not prevent successful inroads of Turki soldiers of fortune 
into the Upper Indus Valley and even Kashmir — but Kun-lun and Karakorum combined form an 
impassable barrier to any large ethnic movement. The great desert northward left no possible 
route of invasion, except along the bed of the Khotan river; and this, owing to the extremely 
scanty resources offered by the narrow belt of desert jungle adjoining it for a distance of close 
on 300 miles, could never have served ns a thoroughfare for a real migration. On the east, 
towards Lop-Nor, the desert belt stretching to the foot of the Kun-lun was, indeed, broken 
by small oases, as it is at present. But cast of Niya the distances between these oases arc so 


* Sec Rdstn in Z.-A; p. 24. 

■' See above, p. 131, note 3. 

* That the conventional ciitiniatc I heard does not err 
on the side of excess, seeins clear, c. g. from the number 
of 1000 households given in it for the (own of Kiiotan. 
Til. Grenard, who with M. Dutreuil dc Rhins had for two 
years made Khotan town his winter quarters, and who had 


spent there longer time than any other European, assumed 
for it a population of a 6,000; sec A fission D. de Rhins, 
ii. p. 96. 

‘ Compare, regarding the main Bazars of the oasis, and 
the system by which the weekdays are divided between 
them, Ruins of Khotan, p. 486. 

T 



138 


Khotan 
unsuited for 
nomads. 


Tarim Basin 
not on 
road of 
migrations. 


Effects of 
Muham- 
madan 
conquest. 


THE KHOTAN OASIS: ITS GEOGRAPHY AND PEOPLE ' [Chap. VI 

great, and the grazing and produce offered by them so extremely limited, that no great host 
could either in modern or ancient days have attempted the passage’. What obstacles the 
desert route from the west offered we have had occasion to note in the previous chapter. 

But what possible inducements were there for any nomadic tribe or nation to penetrate 
these desert defences and settle down in Khotan ? Only painstaking cultivation, based on the 
experience of many generations, could produce and maintain the oasis. Of ground such as 
the various nomadic races from the Mongolian plains and the Tibetan plateaus need for their 
maintenance, the region around Khotan could never in historical times offer any. Even the 
hardy Kirghiz, those last representatives of the Turk! race retaining its original nomadic 
condition, who still graze their flocks in most of the mountains encircling the Tarim Basin, 
have given a wide berth to the inhospitable region that borders Khotan on the south and 
thence stretches eastwards into Tibet. 

It is because the conditions here briefly indicated apply with almost equal force to all the 
oases fringing the great desert of Eastern Turkestan that we find each great wave of Central- 
Asian migration, of which historical records have come down to us, moving along the northern 
foot of the T ien-shan or even further north. When tracing above the general history of 
Eastern Turkestan, we have seen that all the tribes which followed each other on that great 
route of invasion westwards — Yueh-chih, Huns, Hephthalites, Western Turks— were probably 
able in their time to exact tribute and a more or less nominal submission from the various 
small states of the Tarim Basin while Chinese power was too weak to protect them.® But 
nothing leads us to suppose that this political dependence during limited periods affected the 
internal organization of these states and their ethnic composition, any more deeply than the 
presence of Chinese garrisons in Han times and again for over a century under the Tang 
dynasty. Nor is the brief period of Tibetan predominance likely to have been accompanied 
by far-reaching effects in this direction. For over a century after Tibetan power had been 
finally broken by the Uigurs Khotan seems to have again enjoyed independence. 

It is only when we reach the time of the conquest of Khotan by the successors of Satok 
Boghra Khan that the possibility of a radical change in the ethnical character of the population 
seriously presents itself. The spread of Muhammadanism and of the Turki language testify 
to the powerful effects which followed the establishment of the Karluk Turk family of Satok 
Boghra Khan in undisputed possession of the whole of Eastern Turkestan. Do these great 
subversions imply that the racial character of the people brought under the new rule was also 
fundamentally altered?® Our historical records for the period which witnessed the conversion 
to Islam, and for the centuries immediately following, are far too scanty and vague to furnish 
an answer to this question. Analogies drawn from other territories of Asia, where an indigenous 


^ Karim Beg, of Yarkand, an old retainer of Niaz Hakim 
Beg, gave me a vivid account of the difficulties encountered by 
the small force of three hundred horsemen which the governor 
dispatched in 1877 via Cherchen and Lop-Nor to join the 
conquering Chinese army at Kara-shahr wth his submission. 
Most elaborate arrangements for water and fodder were 
needed to assure their safe passage. That the conditions of 
travel were not much better for caravans in old days is 
clearly proved by the narratives of Hstian-tsang and Marco 
Polo, who both followed this route. 

® See above, p. 58. 

® M. Grenard, who has devoted two interesting and 
suggestive chapters (ii, iii, of vol. ii) to the discussion of the 


ethnical origins of the population of Eastern Turkestan 
generally, has treated this question of the ‘ Turkization ’ 
of the earlier inhabitants with much care and ingenuity 
(vol. ii. pp. 50 sqq.). His observations on the levelling 
influence of Islam, the successive reinforcements supplied to 
the Turkish element by the later invasions of the Kara-Khitai, 
Mongols, Jungars, &c., are very judicious. But scarcely 
enough allowance has been made for the considerable 
differences likely to exist from the beginning in the ethnical 
constitution of a population scattered over so vast an area, 
and to the strongly marked individuality of each oasis ex- 
plained by differences of geographical position and historical 
development. 
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population representing an earlier civilization passed under Turkish rule and amalgamated with 
its conquerors, arc, no doubt, instructive and illuminating ; but by themselves they do not 
supply a safe basis for judging what the ethnical results of that political change may have 
been in a region so remote and so pcculiarl)' situated as Khotan. The only course by which, 
it seems to me, we can hope to arrive at sound conclusions as regards this important question, 
is to compare the physical and psychical characteristics of the present population in each part 
of Eastern Turkestan with whatever data we possess for earlier periods. Fortunately the 
materials for such a comparison arc not altogether wanting in the ease of Khotan. 

\Vc may take in the first place the chief features of character peculiar to the Khotanese, ITsUan- 
as it is casj' to test these by the direct statements contained in early Chinese records. The pI- 

description which HsUan-tsang has left us of the people of old Khotan claims .special the 
importance, not only because it is the most detailed, but also because the pilgrim, owing to Kl'ot^ncsc. 
the long stay he made in the oasis, apparently over eight months, had excellent opportunities 
for studying the nature and ways of its inh.abitants. According to HsUan-tsang, their 
manners and customs showed a sense of propriety and justice. The inhabitants were soft by 
nature and respectful ; they loved to study literature, and distinguished themselves by their 
skill and industry. The people were easy-going, given to enjoyments, and lived contented 
with their lot Music was much practised in the countrj', and men loved the song and the 
dance. Few of them wore garments of wool and fur ; most dressed in taffetas and white 
cloth. Their appearance w.as full of urbanity; their customs were well regulated, and they 
greatly honoured the law of Buddha. 

The features of character here ascribed to the Khotanese can almost all be traced in other Other 
Chinese notices. Fa-hsicn had already described Khotan as a pleasant and prosperous kingdom, notices, 
and its numerous and flourishing population as attached to the law of Buddha and very fond 
of music”. The Liang Annals mention the religious devotion of the people of Yti-t'ien, their 
extremely reverential habits, and their manufacturing skill Tlicy add the interesting fact 
that tlie women of Khotan were freely admitted to society, even in the presence of strangers. 

Sung Yiin speaks of them as wearing trousers and girdles, and riding about on horseback just 
like the men In the Annals of the Northern Wei dynasty, under whose protection this last 
pilgrim travelled, we find the religious devotion of the people of Khotan equally praised; but 
they also refer to lass commendable features, such as defective politeness and justice, and the 
frequency of tliievcs, adulterers, and other debased persons The ardour of the Khotanese 
in matters of cult is referred to by the T'ang Annals as well as their cleverness and insinuating 
ways of speech. The people are described as eager for ploisures, fond of dancing and singing, 
and skilled in textile arts^’. At the same time we receive a glimpse of the debauched habits 
prevailing from the special mention of brothels which served as a source of revenue 

Marco Polo’s account of Khotan and the Khotanese forms an apt link between these early Marco Polo 
Chinese notices and the picture drawn from modern observation. It is brief but accurate in j^gtanese 
all details. The Venetian found the people ‘subject to the Great Kaan’ and ‘all worshippers 
of Mahommet ’. ‘ There are numerous towns and villages in the country, but Cotan, the capital, 

is the most noble of all and gives its name to the kingdom. Everything is to be had there in 
plenty, including abundance of cotton [with flax, hemp, wheat, wine, and the like]. The people 

See M/mot'res, ii. pp. 223 sq. ; Vie de H.-T., p. 288. “ See Rdmusat, Ville de Kho/an, pp. 19 sq. 

" See Travels of Fd-hicn, tr. Legge, p. 16. “ Sec Cliavannes, Turcs occid., pp. 125 sq. 

See Rdmusat, Ville de Khotan, p. 16. See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 115. 

’’ Comp. Chavannes, Voyage de Song Tun, p. 16. 
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have vineyards and gardens and estates, Tliey live by commerce and manufactures, and are 
no soldiers Nor did the peculiar laxity of morals, which seems always to have distinguished 
the people of the Khotan region, escape Marco Polo’s attention. For of the ‘Province of Pein’, 
which, as we shall see, represents the oases of the adjoining modern district of Keriya; he 
relates the custom tliat if the husband of any woman go away upon a journey and remain 
away for more than twenty days, as soon as that term is past the woman may marry another 
man, and the husband also may then marry whom he pleases ’ i®. 

No one who has visited Khotan or who is familiar with the modern accounts of the territory, 
can read the early notices above extracted without being struck at once by the fidelity with 
which they reflect characteristic features of the people at the present day. Nor is it necessary 
to emphasize the industrial pre-eminence w'hich Khotan still enjoys in a variety of manufactures 
through the technical skill and inherited training of the bulk of its population. 

Religious Devotion to religious cult is another feature which has survived with undiminished intensity, 

Iv 11 otanese[ objects have been transformed on the surface. We know that Buddhist Khotan 

resisted the introduction of Islam longer than any other part of Eastern Turkestan. Yet 
Khotan now proudly claims the first place in this whole region as the land of ‘ Shahids ’. The 
supposed resting-places of these holy martyrs, Ziarats and Mazars of all sorts, stud the oasis 
and its vicinity more thickly than anywhere else. Pious imagination of a remarkably luxuriant 
growth has transplanted into the region of Khotan the tombs of the twelve Imams of orthodox 
Shiite creed, together with a host of other propagators of the faith whose names are known to 
local legend only”. We have already had occasion to note that many of these Ziarats mark 
the position of earlier Buddhist shrines, and thus afford proof of the tenacity of local worship. 
Among the shrines of Khotan territory there are several, like the ‘Tombs of the Four Imams’ 
(at Tbrt-Imam), the Ziarats of Imam-Musa-Qasim and Imam-Ja'far-Sadiq, which annually attract 
crow'ds of pilgrims from all parts of Turkestan. But I doubt whether this widespread fame 
of certain pilgrimage places is more than the direct result of the pious zeal with which the 
Khotanese themselves worship and frequent their local shrines, large and small. 

Islam in The people of Khotan in this respect may truly be called a ge7is reUgiosissima. But just 

Khotan. Kashmir, which in matters of local worship might have served as the prototjpe, Islam 

otherwise sits lightly on the popular mind. The lax observance of many tenets of religious 
law does not disturb the consciences of a population easy-going by nature and wholly absorbed 
in the things of this life. Since Sunnism now reigns supreme, and the peace of souls and 
clerical influence is undisturbed by any rival creed, religious fanaticism finds no scope and 
consequently is wholly dormant. In all these points I much doubt whether the Buddhism of 
old Khotan, rich in shrines and religious pomp, showed aspects essentially different. 

Character of A peculiar softness of temperament, good-natured ease in language and manners, and a dis- 

modern position even more pronounced than in other parts of Eastern Turkestan to make the most of 
Khotanese. pleasures the humblest life can offer> still distinguish the Khotanese as in the days when 


See Yule, Jlfarco Polo, i. p. i88. The words in 
brackets, undoubtedly genuine and added by the traveller 
himself, have been introduced from Ramusio’s version. 

Comp, ib., i. p. 191. 

” The Khotan legendaries of these Imams form the 
subject of a meritorious study by M. Grenard ; see Mission 
JD. de PMns, iii. pp. 1-46. He has not failed to recognize 
that the worship of the Muhammadan saints had its root in 
an earlier cult, see ib., ii. pp. 242 sq. ; but his suggestions as 


to the cult directly replaced having been a kind of ancestral 
worship are scarcely justified, seeing how clearly we can 
establish the connexion between numerous well-known Ziarats 
and Buddhist shrines which must have immediately preceded 
them in the same localities. 

.Mirza Haidar specially notes the numerous sacred tombs of 
Khotan, but expresses himself very sceptically about the tradi- 
tions concerning the ‘ martyrs’ who were supposed to be buried 
there ; see Tdrikh-i'Rashidi, p. 298. 
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Hslian-tsang drew his picture. It can be safely asserted that display of temper and bluffness 
of words and manners arc far rarer among the people of Khotan than, c. g., among those of 
Kashgar. The observations which I had occasion to make on this point, while watching during 
months the conduct of my followers from the different territories, arc in entire agreement with 
popular verdict as current in the country itself. It charges the ‘ Kfishgarliks ' with quick temper 
and obstinacy, while the Khotanese arc credited with hypocritical suavity'". Just because the 
development of the population of the Tarim Basin under conditions determined by the same 
geographical and historical influences must necessarily lend towards uniformit}', such differences 
as we liavc just observed, though thej' may now appear mere iniaftccs, must be of special interest 
to the historical student. 

The fondness for enjoyments, which HsUan-tsang and the T'ang Annalists noted in the Fondness 
Khotanese of their davs, still survives as fresh as ever. Of the multifarious occasions which 
serve rich and poor alike for the organization of fetes and amusements, M. Grenard’s descrip- 
tion gives a sufneient idea 'k Though it is difncult to make comparisons in a matter of this 
sort widiout prolonged experience, I ccrtainlj- carried away the impression that a Khotanese 
crowd or parly need less of a /(nuaf/id to feel thoroughly happy than people elsewhere in 
Turkestan, while their abandonment to the enjoyment of the hour, whether it be a religious 
festival, family feast, pilgrim.age, &c., or merely a novel sight, seemed alwaj's distinctly keener. 

At all feasts and cntcrininmcnts music, singing, and dancing arc the chief diversions ; Love of 
and for them the Khotanese of to-day still show the same love and insatiable appetite "'hich 
Hslian-tsang and other Chinese observers noted in their ancestors. Music and singing are 
dear to the people all over Eastern Turkestan; but probably nowhere arc small bands of 
professional musicians more numerous and the demand for them greater than in Khotan ". 

It is a point of special interest that dancing, elsewhere practically confined to professional 
dancers, women or boys, is a pastime freely indulged in by Khotnnesc of both sexes and of 
all classes. This local peculiarity deserves the more notice since the practice must have 
encountered the opposition of the clergy ever since the introduction of Islam, and is certainly 
in strange contrast to the general gravity and decorum fostered by Muhammadan tenets. 

This lively hankering after pleasures of all sorts must often lead to complete neglect ofAdven- 
serious material interests. It thus probably accounts to a great extent for the strikingly 
number of cases in Khotan where men of all tr.ides and classes, after having ruined them- 
selves, seek refuge in more adventurous occupations. Of such Khotan has always offered a 
pleasing variety to those low down in their luck and averse to any constant exertion. Gold- 
washing, jade-digging, and ‘treasure-seeking’ at old sites in the desert are all callings which 
imply the certainty of great privations and hardships with a very limited possibility of sub- 
stantial profit. Yet their attractions arc great, like those of a lottery, and usually suffice to 
prevent their votaries from ever returning permanently to settled lives. In this way the riches 
which the Khotan region keeps, or is believed to keep, buried below the soil have probably 
since early times exerted a demoralizing influence on social organization. 

Notwithstanding the relatively large number of men following adventurous pursuits, the oasis Want of 
of Khotan and the adjacent tracts arc remarkably clear from crimes of violence. Considering howP^^’®'^^* 
little the existing administration could do to prevent them, we may ascribe this fact, partly at 
least, to that law-abiding disposition of the population which the early Chinese observers noted. 

■“ Comp. Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, ii. p. 91. see the full and interesting data given b)’ M. Grenard {Jlfission 

See Grenard, ib., ii. pp. 85 sqq. D. de Rhins, ii. pp. 135 sqq.), whose information is of special 

“ Regarding the music practised, the instruments used, &c., value as having been chiefly gathered at Khotan. 
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But it is, perhaps, equally due to the conspicuous want of physical courage which characterizes 
the modern JChotanese, almost as much as the Kashmiri whom he resembles in other features of 
character. Marco Polo’s blunt statement that the people of Khotan were no soldiers probably 
held good also in earlier periods, though no direct evidence has come down to us. In any 
case, it is certain that since the Muhammadan conquest the people of Khotan never took a 
share in deciding their own political fate. Thus, to quote a modern instance, the successful 
rebellion of 1863 against Chinese rule was almost solely the work of turbulent Andijanis and 
other foreigners. Yaqub Beg subsequently gathered its fruit without Khotan even attempting 
to defend its own nominal ruler Habibullah. And when Yaqub Beg’s dominion finally collapsed, 
the return of the infidel Chinese was probably welcomed nowhere with more relief than among 
the faithful of Khotan, who still remember with dismay the attempts to exact military service 
from them for the benefit of Muslim independence. 

Position of In no respect is the tenacious survival of the social characteristics of old Khotan more 
women. striking than as regards the position of women. The relative independence and freedom from 
seclusion which women enjoy throughout Eastern Turkestan have been often pointed out, and 
attract at once the attention of visitors accustomed to the conditions of other Oriental coun- 
tries, especially where Muhammadan customs prevaiH\ Throughout Eastern Turkestan women 
are free to accompany their husbands or near male relatives on almost all occasions when the 
latter leave their homes, whether for business or pleasure ; everywhere they freely partake in 
the reception of visitors, in all transactions of business, and in festive gatherings, whether 
public or private. But nowhere are the restrictions which are supposed to accompany these 
privileges, such as the use of the veil in public and the company of husbands or male relatives, 
so constantly ignored as in Khotan. Most of the buying and selling on market days is done 
by women, who at all times crowd the Bazars far in excess of men, and ordinarily dispense 
with any male assistance. Veils are rarely seen even among the women of the well-to-do 
middle class, and when worn usually serve the purpose of ornament rather than to screen 
the face. 

Eas5' morals The extraordinary facilities of divorce prevailing in all parts of Eastern Turkestan and 

of Khotan. consequent laxity of the marriage tie assure to women a remarkable degree of legal and 

social independence. That this independence is abused in Khotan more than anywhere else 
may be concluded from the proverbial reputation for immorality which its women enjoy 
through all neighbouring regions 2*. As none of the latter pride themselves upon any high 
standard of morals this reputation acquires special significance. That licentiousness of every 
sort has thriven in Khotan from early times is proved not only by the Wei Annals above 
quoted, but also by the large proportion of obscene representations among the terra-cotta 
figurines found at Yotkan. 

Attitude Among all the qualities and accomplishments which Hsuan-tsang attributes to the Khotanese 

towards there is one only for which a modern visitor to Khotan would look in vain— 

a liking for literary studies. The cultivation of literature, whether theological or profane, has 
apparently been at a low ebb in Eastern Turkestan throughout the Muhammadan period, and 
has remained so to the present day. Khotan in this respect makes no exception. An analysis 
of the political and cultural conditions prevailing in the whole country would easily account for 
this neglect of literary interests ; but with this we are scarcely concerned here. Nevertheless, 

- Regarding the legal and social position of women. Comp. Rejiori, p. 447 ! Grenard, 

comp. M. Grenard’s detailed description, D. de Rhins, Mission D. de Rhins, ti. p. 12 z. 

ii. pp. 1 1 2-1 2 7. 
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I was more than once surprised to find even in most unlikely places, and among people of the 
humblest calling, individuals who had learned to read and write TurkP®. The amount of 
knowledge imparted by the schools attached to many mosques and Ziarats is, indeed, very 
limited ; yet the fact of their being frequented when no material gain can be secured from 
instruction seems to indicate the possibility that education under an earlier civilization and 
under more favourable political conditions was once more widely spread and aimed at a far 
higher standard. 

Leaving this one point apart, we are justified in asserting, as the result of the inquiry 
just concluded, that all the distinctive features of character and ethnic disposition which our 
Chinese records indicate for the people of ancient Khotan can be traced unimpaired in the 
present inhabitants of the oasis. Inasmuch as such a striking survival can be explained most 
readily as a result of direct inheritance, the inquiry so far distinctly supports the conclusion 
that the racial character of the Khotan people has not undergone any fundamental change since 
the period of the T'ang dynasty. 


Section IV.— THE POPULATION OF KHOTAN: ITS PHYSICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS AND RACIAL ORIGIN 

We must now proceed to examine whether the conclusion arrived at in the previous Want of 
section is borne out by the physical characteristics of the people. In this part of our 
we shall have to follow a different method ; for while I succeeded in bringing back a small data, 
but carefully collected amount of exact anthropometrical materials relating to the present 
inhabitants of Khotan and the neighbouring oasis of Keriya, there is as regards the earlier 
population no trustworthy evidence with which to compare these data. With the exception 
of a single brief remark to be mentioned below, the early Chinese records do not notice in 
any way the physical appearance of the people of Khotan. Archaeological evidence also fails 
us ,- for those pictorial and sculptural representations which have come to light from old sites, 
and which might possibly be supposed to be modelled on contemporary local types, are too 
few to be of use in regard to anthropological questions. Finally, my explorations have not 
yielded any human remains which could with certainty be assigned to any particular historical 
period. 

^ In view of these circumstances the only safe course is to examine in the first place the Anthropo- 
conclusions based on anthropological evidence which competent analysis has drawn from the 
measurements taken by me on inhabitants of Khotan and Keriya. A comparison of these collected, 
conclusions with the available historical and antiquarian information may then show whether 
they can be reconciled with the assumption of the race having remained unchanged in its main 
constituents since the close of the pre-Muhammadan epoch. The necessity for concentrating 
all my labours on archaeological tasks, and the fact that but a very small portion of my time 
could be spent within the present inhabited area of the Khotan region, rendered it impossible 
for me to secure anthropometrical data from more than a limited number of individuals. Con- 
sidering the restricted amount of material thus available, I have reason to feel grateful that 

I thus found, e.g. that a considerable proportion of Padshahim or in Keriya Town. Yet the appearance and 
the children of the shepherd families which wander with their conditions of life of these people might at first sight be easily 
flocks in the lonely jungles along the Keriya river had been rhistaken by a traveller for those of semi-savages, 
at school for varying periods at the Ziarat of Burhanuddin 
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Its detailed examination and analysis was undertaken by such a competent scholar as Mr. T. A. 
Joyce, Secretary of the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain. The results of his investi- 
gations, published in the Journal of the Anthropological Institute''^, have so important a bearing 
on a number of questions connected with the historical past of the Khotan region that I regret 
having been unable, from considerations of space, to reproduce the paper embodying them in an 
Appendix to the present work. 

Referring to this publication for all evidence, I restrict myself here to a succinct statement of 
Mr. Joyce’s results, as far as possible in his own words. Before, however, proceeding to this 
I think it advisable to call attention to two facts upon which he lays stress in the introductory 
part of his paper ‘With regard to the deduction therefrom of a theory as to the race or 
races which enter into the composition of the inhabitants of these oases, it must be admitted 
that the material is somewhat small for the attainment of any degree of certaint 3 ^’ Hence 
‘all conclusions must be regarded as purely tentative, to be confirmed or refuted by further 
researches ’. It Avas with special regard to this fact that I considered it necessary to recommend 
to my collaborator the advisability of keeping his investigation of the anthropometrical materials 
at present available entirely clear of any indications, positive or conjectural, which might be 
deduced from historical and similar extraneous data. For it is obvious that any anthropo- 
logical conclusions drawn from such restricted materials could only have weight with critical 
students if the risk of any unconscious bias were excluded. A reference to the body of 
Mr. Joyce’s paper will show how careful he has been to base his conclusions on purely 
anthropological evidence. 

The results of his investigations on these lines are briefly the following. A scrutiny of 
the physical characteristics of the inhabitants of Khotan and Keriya, with a view to connecting 
them with one or other of the great racial stocks of Asia, proves the general absence of those 
traits which are recognized as distinguishing the Mongolian ®. On the other hand, it is noted 
as regards the people of Khotan ‘that in their complexion, character and colour of hair and 
eyes, and cephalic index, is shown a very close correspondence with the Galchas ; in fact, they 
seem to bear a general resemblance rather to this than to any other type'*. The Galchas or 
Alpine Tajiks are taken by Ujfalvy, the chief authority on the subject, as fairly pure repre- 
sentatives of Lapouge’s Homo Alpimts, and are certainly of ‘Aryan’ stock. To their race 
belong the mountain tribes settled in the high valleys behveen the Hindukush on the south 
and the Alai on the north, who speak closely allied Eastern Iranian dialects®. Among these 
are the Wakhis and Sarlkolis, whose close approach to the Khotanese in outward appearance 
is clearly traceable in my photographs®. 

’ Certain differences, however, are at the same time noticed between the Galchas and the 
Khotanese with regard to stature, nasal form, and facial index, together with a tendency in 
the latter to darker tints in hair and eyes. In looking for an explanation of these differences 
Mr. Joyce arrives at the inference that in the case of the Khotanese there has been, besides 
a slight admixture of Turk! blood, an admixture also of Tibetan. The tendency towards the 
characteristics traceable to a Tibetan admixture, such as short stature, platyrrhiny, black hair 


» See Journal of iU Anihropohgical Institute, 1903, 
vol. xxxiii. pp. 305-324, with Plates xxvi, xxvii. 

■ See ibid., pp. 305 sq. 

’ Comp, ibid., p. 315- 
■* See ibid., p. 322. 

* For an interesting summary of observations on the 
Galchas of the Zarafshan Kohistan, who are the physically 


best-known representatives of the race, see Ujfalv)-, Observa- 
tions stir Ics Tadjiks des montagnes. Bulletins de la Socidtd 
d’ Anthropologic, 1887. 

' Comp. Fig. 5 (also PI. xxmi in J. Anthrop. Inst., 1903), 
with Figs. 22, 23. This general resemblance of the two 
types struck me at the time when I first became acquainted 
with Khotanese. 
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and dark eyes, becomes more marked in the people of Keriya, who otherwise ‘seem to show, 
as might be expected from their neighbouring position, a very strong similarity with the 
Khotanese 

Mr. Joyce thus sums up the principal facts deduced with regard to the people of Khotan Principal 
and Keriya. ‘ Both are, in the main, of so-called “ Aryan ” stock, the chief factor being 
Lapouge’s Homo Alpinus. There is, however, in each case an admixture of Turki blood and character, 
a further admixture of Tibetan. The latter appears to be stronger at Keriya than at Khotan, 
and at the same time here Mongolian influence begins to make itself felt.’ 

‘ The Pamir valleys, as far as Asia is concerned, seem to be the locality where Homo 
Alpinus appears in his greatest purity. In the Galcha he appears with a slight Turki and 
Iranian 'admixture. In the Khotanese the Iranian is replaced by a Tibetan element, and 
further east, among the inhabitants of Keriya, true Mongolian traits are just beginning to 
appear.’ 

These last-named slight traces of Mongolian blood, present only in a diluted form among 
the inhabitants of Keriya, are attributed by Mr. Joyce to a more recent admixture and need 
not be specially considered here. The other racial constituents traced by the above analysis 
are, however, important; and the question arises whether we can account for them without 
assuming a radical change in the population since the pre-Muhammadan period. This, I believe, 
we are able to do with the help of the indications furnished by our available historical and 
philological materials. 

Let us take in the first place the chief racial element which enters into the composition of Affinity 
the people of the oasis, that of Lapouge’s Homo Alpinus. We have seen that the typical 
representatives of this element in Asia are the Galcha tribes of the Pamir Valleys who speak andGalchas. 
Eastern Iranian dialects, and to whom belong also the closely allied Wakhis and Sarikolis. 

The close approach in outward appearance between the latter people and the present Khotanese 
has already been noted. Now it is a fact of no small significance to find the T'ang Annals 
distinctly asserting of the inhabitants of Ho-p'an-t*o or Sarikol that ‘their external appearance 

and language are the same as those of the people of Yii-t'ien (Khotan) 'k I had occasion in 

a previous chapter to discuss this important statement®. I also pointed out that it receives 

confirmation from an exactly corresponding observation made by Sung Yun and Hui-sheng 

concerning the population of the territory of Karghalik, which forms the natural link between 
Sarikol and Khotan®, and which still contains, in the Pakhpo inhabitants of its mountains, an 
ethnic element unmistakably allied to the Galchas ^®. 

To these historical attestations of an ethnic connexion between Khotan and the eastern- Linguistic 
most territories still possessing a Galcha population, we can add a weighty piece of philological evidence, 
evidence. As will be seen in a subsequent chapter^', the ancient site of Dandan-Uiliq has 
furnished, both to me and to ‘treasure-seeking’ natives who previously ‘explored’ it, a con- 
siderable number of documents Avritten in Brahml characters and in all probability belonging 
to the eighth century of our era. The language of these documents has been proved by 
Dr. Hoernle, their first decipherer, to be an Indo-Iranian dialect having its nearest congeners 
in the Galcha dialects of the Pamir region There is every reason to believe from the 
character of these documents that the language in which they are written was the one actually 

‘ See Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 124. " See below, chap. ix. sec. v. 

® Compare above, pp. 26 sqq. ” See Hoernle, Report on Central-Asian antiquities, ii. 

’ See above, pp. 90 sq. pp. 32 sqq. 

Compare above, p. 26. 
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spoken by the contemporary inhabitants Since this fact fully accords with the ethnic 
relationship which the Chinese records just quoted indicate between the Khotanese and the 
Galchas of the same and the immediately preceding periods, it is clear that the prevalence of 
H 07710 Alpviiis ^ in the anthropological composition of the present Khotan people must be 
attributed to direct inheritance from the pre-Muhammadan population. 

It is different with the admixture of Turki blood. That this admixture has taken place 
only since Khotan was converted to Islam is clearly shown by historical and philological 
evidence. We know that until the close of the tenth century, when that conversion took place, 
Khotan under its Buddhist rulers remained independent of the Karluk Turk dominion 
established in the north-west of the Tarim Basin. During the prolonged struggle which preceded 
the introduction of Islam, an appreciable influx of Turki people into Khotan is highly improbable. 
The same observation applies to the ninth century, when Khotan with a great portion of 
Eastern Turkestan was under Tibetan control, while the total absence of Turki words in the 
Brahmi documents of Dandan-Uiliq, already mentioned, excludes the possibility of the population 
of Khotan having received any Turki element down to the close of the eighth century. 

The admixture of Turki blood, which must thus be ascribed to the period since the conquest 
of Khotan by Satok Boghra Khan’s family, is shown by Mr. Joyce’s analysis to have been 
relatively small This may appear surprising, in view of the universal adoption of the Turki 
language in Khotan, as throughout the oases of the Tarim Basin, but it is in reality easily 
accounted for. In this region, as in other Central-Asian territories where subsistence is possible 
solely by the laborious cultivation of irrigated lands, or else by industries and commerce, the 
Turks, nomads by origin and habits, appeared primarily only as soldiers. By their superior 
military qualities and organization they were able even in small numbers to place their chiefs' 
in undisputed sway over the far more civilized but peace-loving people of the ancient oases. 
They likewise succeeded, by a peculiar faculty for ethnic attraction, often illustrated in the case 
of Turkish conquests, in making subject populations rapidly adopt their own language and 
willingly accept their political predominance. On their own part these Turks could not escape 
gradual amalgamation with the people of the oases whom they ruled and protected, and in the 
end they became wholly absorbed in them^®. But their numbers were far too small to affect 
fundamentally the racial character of the population. 

The latter remark applies probably with even greater force to the Kara-Khitai, Moghuls 
and Kalmaks or Oirat (Eleuths), all tribes of Mongolo-TurkI race, who during subsequent 
periods exercised political predominance in Eastern Turkestan. Retaining their nomadic habits 
longer than the Turks, these nations had their main seats of power to the north of the T ien-shan, 
in the country known after them as Moghulistan or Zungaria. In view of %vhat we know of 
the manner in which their temporary power was exercised in the settled portions of Turkestan, 
they could but slightly have strengthened the Turki element in so distant an oasis as Khotan 


• “ In this connexion the survival of certain Iranian words 
in the Turki now spoken in the Khotan region deserves 
attention. These words (e.g. sag ‘dog’) are unknown to 
the people in other parts of the Tarim Basin ; comp. 
Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, iii. p. 64. 

“ See J. AnUirop. hist., xxxiii. p. 

The political effects of 'the Turki conquest of the 
Tarim Basin have been judiciously ana^sed and described 
by M. Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, ii. pp. 71 sqq. It must, 
however, be noted that the influence which the varying local 


conditions presented by the different territories exercised 
upon the progress and extent of this ‘ Turkization ’ ba,s 
scarcely been sufficiently realized. 

Mr. N. Elias has called attention to the very small size 
of the ‘armies’ with which, according to Mirza Haidar’s 
accounts, the various Moghul Khans warred against each 
other in Eastern Turkestan or conducted their raids into 
neighbouring territories. The chiefs of these tiny forces 
were, indeed, Moghuls of various clans; but ‘the tribal 
following which each chief could muster was a mere handful 
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Taking the Tarim Basin as a wliolc M. Grenard is probably riglit in assuming that the process 
of ‘ Turkir-ation ’ was furthered far more by gradual absorption in the settled population of 

nomadic Ivirghiz from the adjacent mountains, than by any of those great invasions from 

Mongolia. 

This reinforcement of the Turki clement by Kirghiz transformed into cultivators is likely Infusion of 
to have had its imjjortance for the northern oases like Kashgar, Ak-su, Kucha, which are 
within easy reach of the Kirghiz grazing-grounds in the valleys of the Alai and T'ien-shan. Kashgar. 

But it could scarcely have affected Khotan, which is far removed from those tracts and has 

nothing in its own mountains to attract or support nomads. Differences of this kind may well 
have helped to keep the Turki admixture in the Khotan population far lower than it appears 
to be in the northern oases. Such a variation in the extent of Turki infusion would best account 
for the distinct though not easily defined disparity in outward appearance which struck me 
whenever I had occasion to comiiarc Khotanesc and people of Kashgar. I am unable to test 
this impression by exact anthropological data, such as measurements on Kfishgarliks would 
have supplied ; but I may in support of it suggest a comparison between the Khotanesc seen 
in Figs. 22, 23 and the Mecca pilgrims from Kashgar whose photograph (Fig. 15. a) I recently 
secured on tlieir passage through Pc.shawar. 

It now remains only to examine what traces, if any, our historical and philological materials Tibemn 
may prescia'e of that Tibetan clement which Mr. Joj'cc recognizes as the second and larger ^idniisiurc. 
admixture in the racial composition of the people of Khotan and Kcriya. Before, however, 
proceeding to this scrutiny it will be well for us to realize clearly what is meant by this 
‘Tibetan’ clement. Mr. Joyce himself plainly tells us that 'the question as to what is the 
Tibetan type has not been satisfactorily answered’.’* Not only have there been up to the 
present practical obstacles to a systematic study of the race in any but the outlying frontier 
districts, but there appears to be good reason for believing that the population of Tibet, 
notwithstanding the unity it shows in political organization, civilization, and language, comprises 
several disparate racial types which cannot easily be reduced to a common origin While 
‘it is certain tliat the majority of the present inhabitants arc Mongolians’, there is also 
evidence to show that ‘ the Tibetans arc not all wholly Mongolian ’. This is specifically true 
of a widespread type described by Mr. Rockhill, ‘which he terms the " Drupa t3'pe,” and which 
he regards as “comparatively pure".’ As its characteristic features arc indicated: stature under 
average ; brachycephalic head ; high cheek-bones ; thick and broad nose ; black wavy hair, 
little on face; brown eyes”. It is to a relatively large admixture of this particular type of 
Tibetans that Mr. Joj'Cc attributes those unmistakable deviations from the Galcha type which 
the measurements taken prove for the people of Khotan and still more for those of Kenya, 
and which the admixture of Turk! blood alone would be insufficient to explain -®. 

It is true that the confines of the geographical area known to us as Western Tibet Natural 
extend to the main Kun-lunrange which borders Khotan and the smaller oases connected • 

w'ith it on the south. But it w'ould argue a grave misconception of the true geographical facts Khotan and 

Tibet. 


while the rest of the ‘armies’ (e.g. of the 4,700 men with 
whom Sultan Said wrested ‘the Six Cities’ of the Taiim 
Basin from Aba Bakr), was made up apparently of Turkish 
and other adventurers ; comp. TarWi-i-Rashidi, Introd. 
pp. 65 sqq. From Mirza Haidar’s accounts we also see how 
little the peaceful population of the oases was concerned in 
the results of these raids and counter-raids, its share in the 


events being confined at all times to feeding the victors and 
providing them with revenue. 

See J. Anthrop. Ins!., xxxiii. p. 318. 

“ On this point the remarks of M. Grenard, Mission D. 
de Rhins, ii. pp. 323 sqq., are worthy of special note. 

” Sec J. Anthrop. Inst., xxxiii. pp. 318 sq. 

“ Comp, ibid., p. 323. 
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were we to accept this apparent territorial vicinity as an adequate explanation of the racial 
connexion above indicated. No inhabited part of Tibet lies nearer to the oases than two 
hundred miles by the map, and the intervening belt of high mountains and equally barren 
plateaus, reaching a width of over seven hundred miles in the direction of Central Tibet, is 
too formidable a natural barrier to have ever permitted continuous intercourse between the 
populations on either side. Hence the idea of any gradual intermingling of the two peoples 
must be dismissed as highly improbable on physical grounds. 

It seems almost equally difficult to account for so large an admixture of Tibetan blood 
by any ethnic movements that could possibly have taken place within the historical period. 
We are sufficiently well informed by the Chinese records about the main political events which 
affected Eastern Turkestan and Khotan in particular, since the. beginning of our era, to know 
that the Tibetans did not begin to pla)^ a part in them until the last third of the seventh 
century^*. These early Tibetan invasions were soon checked by a reassertion of Chinese 
power, and though we hear of subsequent irruptions, it was only some hundred and twenty 
years later that the Chinese hold over the Tarim Basin was finally brought to an end by the 
Tibetans As regards Khotan itself, documentary- evidence supplied by finds from Dandan- 
Uiliq proves that Chinese influence was not upset by the Tibetans until after 790 a. d. 
Considering that the previous invasions were scarcely more than mere raids, and these, it 
seems, mostly directed against the extreme east of the ‘ Four Garrisons ’ from the side of 
Tsaidam, they cannot reasonably be credited with having left so deep an imprint on the racial 
character of the people of Khotan. The period of Tibetan predominance in Eastern Turkestan, 
which lasted from the end of the eighth century to circ. 860 a. d. appears also far too short 
for this. After that date the creation of the powerful Uigur kingdom in the east of the Tarim 
Basin finally closed what must have always been the natural avenue of Tibetan invasion, the 
routes from Tsaidam. 

If we weigh properly the geographical and historical facts here briefly indicated, we are 
necessarily led to consider the possibility of the ‘ Tibetan ’ infusion in the present population 
of Khotan and Kenya reaching back to a far earlier epoch. And it appears to me that there 
are indications which distinctly support this solution. The most important among these is the 
old local tradition of Khotan, to be discussed in detail in the next chapter, which ascribes 
the creation of the kingdom to joint occupation of its territory by two colonies originating 
from India and China', respectively The genuineness and relative antiquity of this Khotanese 
tradition is attested by its being recorded in a substantially accordant form both in Flsuan- 

tsang’s Hsi-yii-chi and in certain Tibetan texts 

We need not consider here any of the quasi-historical details which this tradition pretends 
to record, nor examine to what extent it may help to explain peculiar features in the 
archaeology and linguistic remains of ancient Khotan. Leaving these points for subsequent 
consideration, we must note only the essential fact that indigenous tradition, dating back to 
a period long before Tibetan influence could have made itself felt politically, recognized as the 
earliest settlers of Khotan two entirely distinct elements, one which was believed to have come 
from the side of China and the other from the extreme north-west of India, ^lat the 
tradition,, as far as it relates to an immigration from the latter side, possessed some historical 


Comp. Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp. 122 note, 280 sq. 
” See above, pp. 64 sq. 

” See below, ebap. ix. sec. vi. 

'* See above, p. 65. 


“ See below, chap. vii. sec. ii. 

“ See M/moirt:, ii. pp. 224 sflA- 1 "• P- 3095 

Rockhill, Lift of the Buddha, pp. 233 sqq. 
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foundation has been demonstrated in a striking manner by the numerous documents in an early 
Indian script and language which I discovered at the Niya Site. As will be seen later, the 
character of these documents renders it certain that the administration of the territory was 
during the third century of our era carried on in an Indian language, and that this language 
was familiar to a considerable portion of the population 

Similar evidence cannot be adduced at present for that early immigration from the side Alleged 
of China which the same tradition alleges. But there arc certain facts and statements which 
point to some substratum of truth in that direction also. In the first place, we have the 
interesting and much-discussed passage in the notice of Khotan given by the Annals of 
the Northern Wei (386-5.^2 a.d.), which tells us that ‘the people of all territories west of 
Kao-ch'ang (the present Turfan) had deep-lying cj'cs and prominent noses, and that the 
inhabitants of this terrilor}' (i. e. of Khotan) were the only ones who did not present a very 

strange appearance but had nither a Chinese look’-^ ‘Deep-lying eyes and prominent noses’ 

are certainly the features which would strike a Chinese observer most in physiognomies of the 
so-called ‘Aryan’ tj’pe, and we may safely conclude from their mention that this w-as the type 
then already prevailing in Eastern Turkestan. 

The appropriateness of this description renders the c.vception made in regard to the 
people of Khotan all the more significant. But can we accept with equal confidence the 

statement made about the Chinese look of the latter ? Would not the presence of those 

features in a less pronounced fashion have sufficed to suggest to Chinese eyes something more 
familiar in Khotanese looks, especially when the local tradition of an early immigration from 
the East was remembered ? These arc questions to which in the present state of our know- 
ledge we must hesitate to give even conjectural answers. Yet if we assign to the observation 
of the Wei annalists this qualified bearing, and at the same time assume that the tradition 
related to an element in its population which had come from the side of China but was 
in reality rather Tibetan than Chinese, an explanation is furnished which would equally satisfy 
tradition and the evidence of anthropological facts. 

There can be little doubt that even the least Mongolian type of Tibetan, Mr. Rockhill’s Chinese 
‘ Drupa t}'pe ' above described, with its broad thick nose and high cheek-bones, must approach 
nearer to the Chinese than to any 'Aryan' type. Chinese tradition regards the Tibetans as 
descendants of certain tribes who were exiled from China to the Koko-Nor region in a prehistoric 
period-’; in the legend of Khotan, too, the immigrants are represented as being led by a prince 
exiled from China, We need not attach any weight to this point of similarity. Yet it might 
help to explain how an immigrant element akin to the present Tibetans, which had reached 
Khotan through Tsaidam at a very early period, could in later tradition figure as having been 
of Chinese origin. That the presence of such an element would have been far more noticeable 
in the racial appearance of the Khotan population at the lime of the Wei dynasty than at present 
does not need special explanation. 

The same ethnic element would also account for an important fact not yet noticed here. Linguistic 
the appearance in our oldest Khotan records, the Kharosthi documents from Niya, of numerous 
words, mostly titles or terms, which are certainly neither Indian nor Iranian nor Turki, but connexion, 
often suggest a Tibetan origin The very fact that some of these words, though technical 


^ See below, chap. xi. sec. vi. 

® Comp. Rdmusat, Fi 7 /e de Khotan, p. 20 ; Franke, Zur 
Kenntnus der TilrkvBikcr, p. 19; for earlier speculations on 
the passage comp. e.g. Ritter, Asien, v. p. 362; Richthofen, 


China, i. p. 48 note. 

” See Grenard, Mission D. de Khins, ii. pp. 327 sq. 

“ According to a communication from Prof. Rapson 
and Dr. Barnett. 
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in character, must relate to objects of ordinary life, suggest that they belong to a language 
which had once been commonly used in this region. The character of the ‘ unknown ’ language 
which is found in a number of manuscript texts and fresco inscriptions from Dandan-Uiliq and 
Endere, and which may well prove to be the source of those non-Indian terms in the older 
KharosthI documents, points to the same conclusion. For Dr. Hoernle, who has carefully analysed 
a number of similar texts, probably translations of Sanskrit originals into the language of tlie 
country, has from the general character of the language derived the impression ‘ that its identitj’ 
has to be looked for in the direction of the monosyllabic Tibetan rather than of the TurkI or 
Mongol languages ' Finally, we may note in passing that the hypothesis just indicated would 
furnish also the best explanation for a number of ancient local names of the Khotan region 
which suggest Tibetan origin, and which yet are anterior to the historical period of Tibetan 
invasions 

I need scarcely point out that most, if not all, that relates to the ethnic evolution of the 
Khotan people previous to the Muhammadan period, must in the present state of our knowledge 
remain distinctly conjectural. Yet I believe that the comparison we have just concluded between 
the actual anthropology of the oasis and the extant data concerning its earlier inhabitants may 
help us in interpreting correctly historical records and archaeological facts. 


” See Report on Central-Asian antiquities, ii. p. 13. 


“ See Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, ii. p. 54. 
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SiXTiON I.— THE EARLY RECORDS AND NAMES OF KHOTAN 


In the introchiclory remarks of the preceding chapter I Iiave already referred to the reason 
for which it will be necessary to review the records of the early history of Khotan l^eforc I proceed 
to give an account of the anliquariati observations and discoveries wliicli have resulted from 
my explorations in that region. I do not [propose to include among the records to be discussed 
here the evidence furnished by archaeological finds; for however important this evidence may 
prove to be, its value can only be established in connexion with a critical survey of the 
archaeological operations which have supplied it. Apart from these data, to be verified and 
interpreted hereafter, our historical notices of Khotan during the pre-Muhammadan periods arc 
derived almost exclusively from two sources ; the writings of Chinese annalists and travellers, 
and certain Tibetan texts which appear to be based largely on legends and traditions originally 
chronicled in Khotan itself. 

A variety of reasons combine to make the Chinese notices of far higher value for historical Oiincsc 
research. In tlic first place, they represent for the greatest part contemporary records embodying 
eitlicr official information or the observations of thoroughly trustworthy travellers ; they arc in 
almost all eases chronologically fixed, and present the great advantage of relating mainly to 
matter-of-fact aspects of ancient Khotan, its secular affairs and political events. Whatever political 
and cultural reasons may explain the fact, it appears certain that the relations of Khotan with China 
for over a tliousand years previous to the introduction of Islam were closer and more continuous 
than those of any otlier portion of Eastern Turkestan. 

Whether it was this copiousness of historical details, or the fascination of a territory which Publications 
until half a century' ago was to Western students one of the least known and least accessible QhUJgjg 
parts of Asia, we must feel grateful to the reason which induced A. Rdmusat to publish, in 1820, records, 
his Hisloirc de la villc dc Kliotau, containing a complete translation of all Chinese notices 
concerning Khotan as collected in Book LV of that vast encyclopaedia, the Plcn i liaP. It is 
not for me to appraise the merits of this publication of the great French Sinologist; but it cannot 
be questioned that it has done more than any other work to direct attention to the exceptional 
historical interests attaching to KhoUin\ The materials furnished in it arc still the most valuable 
to which the non-Sinologist student of Khotan has access at present, M. Chavannes’ work on 
the Western Turks has, of course, supplied a mass of additional and critically sifted data of 
considerable interest for Khotan history during the T'ang period ^ Nevertheless, it is probable 


' Compare Rdmusat, ViUe de Khotan, pp. iv. sq. ; for 
a specific mention of tlie Pien i lien, curiously enough left 
unnamed in the Introduction, ib., p. 33 note. 

’ The stimulating influence of Rdmusat's publication is 
illustrated by the use made of it in the exhaustive notice 


which Ritter, in 1838, devoted to Khotan and its history; 
see Asien, v. pp. 3.; 3-89, 

’ See Ch.avannes, Puns occid., pp. 125 sqq. and, for 
incidcnt.al notices. Index, s. v. Khotan and Vu-fien. 
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that even thus the rich storehouse of notices on ancient Khotan %v]iich the Chinese Annals and 
similar historical works contain is still far from being exhausted \ 

The Tibetan notices of Khotan history bear a very different character. They are con- 
tained in four texts forming part of the great canonical collections of Tibetan Buddhism, and 
claiming to contain Buddha’s predictions' concerning events which were to take place in Li-yul 
or Khotan. The text described as ‘The Annals of Li-yuT seems the largest and most 
important among these. To Mr. W. W. Rockhill, scholar and diplomatist, belongs the merit 
of having first called attention ■ to these texts, and of having furnished systematically arranged 
abstract translations from them in his Life of the Mr. Rockhill’s analysis makes it 

appear very probable that they are translations or adaptations from works written in the 
language of Khotan. That these works reproduced traditions,' legendary or historical, then 
current in Khotan becomes evident from the substantial agreement which the stories related 
in the Tibetan texts about the foundation of the Khotan kingdom, about the origin of various 
Buddhist sanctuaries, &c., show with the corresponding legends recorded by Hsuan-tsang. 

There is no definite indication of the date when the translations were made or the original 
texts composed. Yet it seems probable that the latter could not have differed much in character 
and contents from those Khotan chronicles to which Hsuan-tsang alludes, and from which his 
accounts of various ancient shrines and traditions are likely to have been borrowed directly 
or indirectly. The Tibetan texts may thus claim the merit of having preserved for us at least 
a reflex of what traditional records Khotan itself possessed during the centuries immediately pre- 
ceding the Muhammadan era. But it does not require a prolonged inquiry to realize that the 
information supplied by them is, notwithstanding its indigenous origin, greatly inferior in 
historical value to that of our Chinese sources. A perusal of Mr. Rockhill’s extracts shows 
that, apart from the legendary traditions recorded about the origin of the Khotan d}'nasty and 
people, and about that of certain prominent Buddhist shrines, the ‘Annals of Li-yul’ acquaint 
us onl}'' with a long string of royal names diversified by occasional reference to pious founda- 
tions and matters of doctrine. The same holds good also of the information given about the 
last twenty-eight kings who are not specified by' Mr. Rockhill, but whose names will be found 
in the supplementary extracts which Mr. F, W. Thomas, the learned librarian of the India 
Office, has been kind enough to place at my disposal 

In the present state of our knowledge it is difficult to form any definite view as to the 
critical value to be attached to this long traditional list of kings or to any specific part of it. 
Leaving aside the legendary founder of the dynast)', who is represented as a son of King Asoka, 
no chronological indications are furnished to us. None of the royal names, which are all Indian 
and formed with Vijaya- as their first part, has so far been found on coins or in the ancient 
documents discovered. II* the latter portion of the list is authentic the reigns specified in it 
must partly at least fall within the period of the T'ang dynasty', for which the Chinese Annals 
give us relatively ample information about the rulers of Khotan. The repeated references 
made to dynastic relations with China and to Chinese ministers at Khotan seem to confirm 


< Compare Dr. Bushell’s remark in Hoemle, Rtpori on 
C.-A. anliqmiies, ii. Supplem. p. 3. 

‘ See Rockhiii, Ltf of the Buddha, pp. 230-48, 

The texts extracted are : (x) ‘ The Annals of Li-yul , 
from the Tanjtir, vol. xciv {u), foil. 426-44; {2) ‘The 

Prediction (vySharana) of Li-yul ibid. foil. 420-5 ; (3) 
‘The prediction of' the Arhat Sahghavardhana ib. foil. 
412-20; (iv) 'The Gosrhga Vyakarana’ from the Kanjur, 


vol. XXX, foil 336-54. In the case of the last-named text, 
which seems to form a kind of ‘Mahatmya’ or legendary of 
the sacred site of Gosrhga (Kohmari) to be discussed below 
(chap. VIII. sec. i ; comp. S, L^vi, Notes Chinoises sur 
I’Inde, iv. p. 39), the colophon distinctly records that it ‘ was 
translated into Tibetan from the language of Li-yul’; see 
Lift of the Buddha, p. 231. 

‘ Compare, for these extracts, Appendix E. 
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this assumption". Yet owing to tlic Khotan rulcre of this period appearing only under Chinese 
names in the T'ang Annals, it is impossible to attempt the identification of any of them with 
those bearing Indian names in the Tibetan list All that can 1)C suggested at present with .some 
probability is that the family name of /fW-r/'V/z, which is given to the period by the T'ang j 
Annals and Wu-k'ung may be a rendering of the Sanskrit Vijayn-, which appears invariably 
as the first part of the names recorded in the Tibetan list. The occasional references which 
we meet to tlic relations of ' Li-yul ’ with otiicr territories besides China afford little or no clue, 
since the latter can scarcely ever be identified under the strange disguise of their Tibetan 
names”. 

The difficulties and obscurities here indicated make it impossible to treat the information Use made of 
gathered from tlic I'ibctan accounts in connexion with the strictly historical data supplied by notjccc” 
our Chinese records. Nor can I attempt to subject that information to a separate critical 
analysis. Whatever in the Tibetan notices I have been able to rccognirc as throwing light on the 
early legends, sacred sites, and historical relations of Khotan, will Ik; duly noticed hereafter in 
connexion with other available evidence, while for a complete list of the kings and the main 
facts noted reganling them in the ' Annals of Li-yul ' I must refer to the synopsis furnished by 
Mr. Thomas in Appendix E. 


An ancient legend connects the name of Kholar. with the very origin of the kingdom. Ancient 
The transformations of this name reflect, as it were, the succession of cultural and political 
influences which the territory has undergone from an early period. Hence our review of tlic 
historical notices concerning Khotan may fitly commence with a brief surv'cy of the varying 
forms of its name. We find the most iinportani of them conveniently enumerated in an interesting 
passage of the v.diich, omitted by Julicn and IJcal, has l>ccn duly noticed and translated 
b)' M. S. Livi ’®. Hsllan-tsang, at the conclusion of his account of Cht-ehU-chia, tells us : ‘After 
marching Soo li, one arrives at Ch'ii-sn-lav.-ntt -In jO. ?i|i* In Chinese this means "breast 
of the earth". This is a popular intcqirctation. In current speech one says JJuan-m f'fji ^j|l. 

The Hsiung-nu say, Yii-iut: ^ The Hu say. Jfuo-tan (for The Yin-tu 

[HindiKs] say, C/n'i-tan Formerly one said, Vil-fu'n ^ 

The name Ch'ii-sa-iau-im, which Hsllan-tsang mentions first, is undoubtedly intended to S.inskrit 
reproduce the Sanskrit Kuslar.a, ' breast of the earth as recognised by Ch6zy and Remusat*^ It 
is subscqucnll)'^ accounted for in the legend which Hsllan-tsang records of the first king of 
Khotan and his miraculously born son, and which we shall have occasion to discuss presently. 

The pilgrim himself calls the meaning given to the name 'a popular interpretation’, and it can 
searccly be doubted that the form 'Kustana' itself is only the result of a learned 'popular 
ctyniolog)’’ which endeavoured to provide an orthodox San.skrit derivation for the old local 


' See the notices concerning the kings ntiniberccl p, lo, 
13 in Mr. Thomas’ sujiplcment.iry list, Apj>. JL 

’ Sec Chsranncs, Turcs cccid., p. is6 ; .nlso below, p. 1^3. 
’ The same difnculiy is c-xpcrienccd about the identifi- 
cation of Khotan localities mentioned in the Tibetan extracts 
with names which seem more puzzling even than Chinese 
transcriptions of local names. 

” Sec S. Ldvi, Nolcs chinoises sur VJnde, iv. p. The 
passage had been previously reproduced by A. Riimusat, 
Ville de Khotan, p. 35, from a note of the Chinese editor of 
the Pien i tien, but without an indication of its origin. 


" The same forms of the name .arc enumerated in the 
p.assagc which opens the T'ang Ann.als’ notice on Ytl-t'ien, 
and which is manifestly an abbreviation of the above passage 
in the J/si-j-fl-chi; see Chamnnes, Titres cccid., p. 125. 
Here the forms Ch'fl-sa-lan-tia, Jiuan-na and Ch'il-tan are 
mentioned together, without a distinction as to their use. 
The barbarians of the North (Ti) instc.ad of the Hsiung-nu 
arc credited with the form ru-Um, and the form Jluo-tan 
appears in a different graphic form as ; for the 

latter form comp, also L'Jtindraire d’Ott-k'ong, p. 26, 

” See Rdmusat, Ville de Khotan, p. 36, note. 


fiTcm 


X 



Early use of 

name 

Khotan. 


The name 
Vu-t'ien. 


151 


HISTORICAL ^NOTICES OF KHOTAN 


[Chap. VII 


name. Apart fi-om the inherent improbability of a territory so far removed from the ethnic 
frontiers of India having first been named in Sanskrit, there is the significant fact that the 
word ku in the meaning of ‘ earth , which the above etymology assumes, is an artificial creation 
of Sanskrit lexicography, unknown to the genuine old language. That this learned Sanskritization 
of the local name Is, however, far older than Hsiian-tsang’s time, can now be shown conclusively 
from the Kharosthi documents of the third century a.d. discovered by me at the Niya Site. 
These, in their Prakrit queerly mixed with Sanskrit phrases, actually employ the form Knstana 
or Kustanaka, by the side of the far more frequent form Khotanpia'^K 

The latter form, together with its variants Khotana and' Khodana, is of special interest”; 
for it plainly attests the fact that the name of Khotan, whatever its origin, had already in the 
first centuries of our era assumed a phonetic form closely approaching to, or practically identical 
with, the present one. This enables us to account without any difficulty for all the varying 
reproductions of the local name recorded by Hsuan-tsang. Taking first the form C/ifi-tan, 
the use of which is ascribed to the Hindus, it is evident that it transcribes a name which must 
have sounded very much like the present Khotmi-, for the syllable Kho we must, in accordance 
with Hsiian-tsang's transcriptional system, expect a Chinese character sounding c/A7“. In 
Hnan-7ia, which Hsuan-tsang mentions as the form used in current speech, we may, perhaps, 
recognize a local pronunciation of the name, in which the initial aspirate was reduced to a spirant 
and the i between die two vowels o and a reduced to an hiatus, as it would have been by 
regular phonetic change in a Prakritic language. The form Khodana, attested in the Kharosthi 
documents, would seem to indicate the first step in this process. Huo-taii is described as the 
form used by the Hu, i. e. the people of Central Asia whom the Chinese in the time of HsUan-tsang 
seem to have comprehended under this general term”. As Chinese characters sounding huo 
are used for transcribing a variety of syllables, such as kha, k/ia, ha, hu, d, &c.”, it is difficult 
to indicate the pronunciation really meant. But it is clear that it could only have been a phonetic 
variation of the form Khotaji. 

Hsuan-tsang in his list mentions last the name Yii-t'ien ^ ^ which, he says, was used 
formerly. But in reality this is the name by which Khotan is invariably designated in all the 
Chinese dynastic histories from the period of the Former Hans down to that of the Mings. It 
appears never to have quite gone out of official use even after the reconquest of Eastern Turkestan 
by the Manchu dynasty in the eighteenth century”. That Yii-t'ien was intended as a phonetic 


” I owe the information as to the occurrence of the form 
Kustanaka, to Prof. E. J, Rapson. 

“ For specimens of passages containing the forms 
Khotamna and Khodana, compare tablets N. j. 104+106; 
N, XV. 318; N. iv. 108, tentatively transcribed and translated 
by Prof. Rapson in his Specimens of Kharosthi inscriptions 
presented to the Fourteenth Oriental Congress, 1905. 

Owing to the great rarity of Sanskrit words containing 
the Aksara hho, Julien’s list of Chinese transcriptions gives 
no instance of cJiti {fiti) or chit (^fa) as the phonetic rendering 
olkho-, but examples oicKil (h’iu) to represent Skr. go, gho, 
ku, &c. are frequent; see Mithode pour transcrire les mots 
sanscrits, pp. 130 sq. The regular transcription of Skr. kha 
by k'ia presents an exact parallel ; see ibid., p. 122. 

“ As to the varying application of the term Hu in 
Chinese literature, comp. L^vi, Notes chinoises sur VInde, iv. 
pp. 43 sqq. 


Compare Julien, Mdthode pour transcrire, &c., pp. loS 
sqq. (Julien’s ho represents the sound transcribed by M. Ldvi 
Houo, in Wade's system Huo). 

In all extracts from the Annals collected in the 
Pien i tien, as translated by Rdmusat, the name Ya-t'ien is 
used, down to a notice relating to 1573-1619 a.d. ; see 
Ville de Khotan, p. 107; -also Bretschneider, Mediaeval 
Researches, pp. 47 sq. From the latter authority it is seen 
that during the Mongol period (1280-1368 a.d.) the name 
Yfi-t'ien remained quite familiar, though the Chinese historians 
of the period 'generally try to render the name Khotan, 
which was in use with the Mongols Such renderings are 
the forms 0 -duan, JVu-duan, Wa-duan, Hu-t'an quoted by 
Bretschneider. The first three indicate a pronunciation 
resembling the Tibetan U-then, for which see below. 

The Hsij’U wen chien lu, of 1777 a.d. gives the name 
as Khotian, but mentions YU-fien also; see Klaproth, 



Sec. i] THE EARLY RECORDS AND NAMES OF KHOTAN 165 

rendering of the name of Khotan, as it sounded in the time of the Former Hah Dynasty or 
even earlier, appears highly probable. The possibility of the first character ^ being used 
as a transliteration of the character which means ‘jade', need cause no doubt on this point, 
since, as Dr. Bushell has kindly pointed out to me, the selection of syllabic characters, of more 
or less appropriate meaning, for proper names is commonly practised by the Chinese, apparently 
as a kind of memoria technica. Khotan having always owed its fame with the Chinese mainly 
to its precious jade, the use of this particular character in the phonetic transcription of the 
indigenous name would be easily accounted for”. 

The form Yii-tun which Hsiian-tsang mentions as tliat used by the Hsiung-nu, and 

which the T'ang Annals ascribe more generally to ‘the barbarians (7z') of the North’, mani- 
festly represents a phonetic adaptation of the name closely approaching the official Yii-t'ien. 
It seems probable that this same Yii-tun is meant also by Wu-k'ung’s itinerary when it men- 
tions C/iim-htn as an alternative name of Khotan ; for the C/iieti of the first 

syllable can scarcely be anything else but a slight graphic error for ^ {j’ii). The other forms 
of the name which this later pilgrim records, Yii-tien, Huo-tait (here spelt ■^), and 
C/iii-sa-ian-ita, are already known to us from Hsuan-tsang and the T'ang Annals. Wu-k'ung 
distinctly tells us that Oiil-sa-iaii-na is the Sanskrit name ‘ meaning in the Chinese the kingdom 
of the breast of the Earth’. 

It is easy to recognize a phonetic reproduction of the name of Khotan also in U-then, 
which the Tibetan legend mentions as the name of the great city in the country of Li-yul^'^. 
This Tibetan U-then corresponds closely with the forms 0-diian^ Wu-duan, &c., quoted in a 
previous note as early Mongol renderings, as well as with the modern Chinese Ho-tHen ^ ^ 
and Manchu Ho-thian 2 -. On the other hand, I am unable to connect the name Li-ytcl, literally 
meaning ‘ country of Li ’, by which the Tibetan texts above referred to, as well as other Tibetan 
works, invariably designate the Khotan region, with any indigenous term. The identity of 
Li-yul and Khotan, first correctly indicated by Wassilieff, has been placed beyond all doubt 
by Mr. Rockhill’s publication ; but the connexion suggested by the latter scholar between the 
Tibetan Li[-yul] and the name of Ilchi given to the present chief town of Khotan appears 
highly doubtful, considering that there is no evidence for this latter name being of any antiquity. 

I am unable to trace it in any records earlier than the eighteenth century^®. Even then its 


Mimoires rel. h I’Asie, ii. pp. 289 sqq. [The present ofScial 
style for Khotan is ^ ^ Ho-f ten, while the ancient name 
Yii-fim is now oflScially applied to the new district of Keriya, 
according to information kindly given by Mr. G. Macartney.] 
” I have thought it necessary specially to refer to this 
point as Richthofen, China, i. pp. 482, 486 note, has 
expressed the view that Yil-fien was a purely Chinese 
designation given to Khotan on account of its famous 
product, the jade. The great geographer appears to have 
based this opinion on the name Yil-chih 
by which the report on the celebrated mission of Chang 
Ch'ien, as reproduced by Ssii-ma Ch'ien, designates the 
region of Khotan; comp. China, i. p. 450. M. Chavannes, 
however, to whom I referred the point, has been kind enough 
to explain to me that the reading Yil-chih is not correct 
In the name as given in chap, cxxiii of Ssu-ma .Ch'ien’s 
history, the second character is, indeed, nowadays pro- 


nounced chih (Jche) ; but the Chinese commentator distinctly 
notes that it should be pronounced as i'ien or /ien. Thus, in 
reality, the name recorded by Ssu-ma Ch'ien is identical with 
the orthodox form ^ Yii-t'ien. 

M. Chavannes considers the old Chinese name to be 
a purely phonetic transcription, and does not believe that 
could be intended to represent the character 
meaning ‘jade ’. 

^ See Ldvi and Chavannes, L'liin&aire d’Ou-k'ong, p. 26. 

See Rockhill, Liye of the Buddha, p. 233. 

Y Comp, above, p. 154, note 18 ; Rockhill, Life of the 
Buddha, p. 235, note 2. 

** The earliest mention of Ilchi (llitsi) that I can find is 
in the report of the Chinese general who conquered Khotan 
.with other districts of the Tarim .Basin in ,1759; see Ritter, 
Asien, v. p. 514. 
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use cannot have been general, since it is not to be found in the Hsi yii wen cJdm lu the 
Chinese description of the Western Countries, published in 1777, though the various towns of 
the Khotan territory are there specified in some detail In Khotan itself the name Ilchi 
is now rarely heard. The designation ‘Khotan’ is generally applied nar Hoxw to the chief 
town of the whole oasis, in accordance with a usage which finds its parallel in many territories 
of Central Asia. W^e may in this case safely assume it to be of very early date, since neither 
the Chinese Annals nor any of the old travellers, from Fa-hsien onwards, ever record any 
other name for the capital than Khotan 2®. 


Section II.— THE LEGENDARY TRADITIONS OF KHOTAN 


Hsiian- 
tsang’s 
legend of 
origin of 
Khotan. 


Historical records of Khotan begin from the period of the Former Han Dynasty when, 
during the reign of the Emperor Wu ti (140-87 b. c.), the territory was first brought into political 
relations with China. The Chinese notices of that period tell us nothing of the previous history 
of the state. But Khotan itself preserved traditions relating to an earlier epoch and connected 
with the very foundation of the kingdom. Some record of these traditions has been handed 
down to us by HsUan-tsang and by the Tibetan texts already described. The legendary 
character of these traditions becomes evident on a perusal of the two narrations. Yet their 
substantial agreement proves that the legends were old and of genuine local growth. A closer 
examination may, perhaps, still reveal to us traces of that substratum of historical fact upon 
which those traditions originally grew up. 

HsUan-tsang’s Hsi-yU-chi tells the story of the origin of the Khotan kingdom and its 
dynasty, after referring to its actual ruler and his claim to descend from the god Vaifravaija 
{Pt-sha-miii) or Kubera The pilgrim does not state distinctly the source from which he 
obtained this story. But the reference he makes in a preceding passage to the chronicles 
possessed by the Khotanese and still more the close correspondence between his account and 
the Tibetan ‘Annals of Li-yul’ which must be based on Khotan tradition, render it highly 
probable that Hsuan-tsang here reproduces information received directly or indirectly from 
some Khotanese chronicle. His story runs thus in its main points®. In old times this 
country (of Khotan) was waste and uninhabited. The god Vaifravana {Pi-ska-miii) came to take 
up his abode there. King Anoka’s eldest son, who dwelt in Taksa^ila {Ta-cha-shih-ld), having 
had his eyes put out, his royal father in anger sent one of his ministers with the order to 
banish the men of great family to the north of the snowy mountains and to establish them 
there in a desert valley. When the men thus banished arrived at the western frontier of 
this territory (of Khotan) they placed one of their chiefs at their head and gave him the title 


^ See Klaproth, M/mmres rel. h I'Asie, n, pp, 289 sqq. 

“ It is only as a conjecture that 1 suggest the possibility 
of Ilchi being the original name of the locality to which the 
head quarters of the territory were transferred after the aban- 
donment of the site of the ancient capital at Yothan. This 
transfer must be supposed to have taken place after the 
eleventh century; but the period cannot be fixed more 
accurately at present ; see below, chap. viii. sec. iii. 

' See Mimoires, ii. pp. 224 sq.; Si^^u-h, transl, Beal, ii. 

pp. 309 sqq. . V , 

= The reference does not appear in Julien’s translation 


nor in that of Beal (which is based on the former); but 
it is found in R^musat’s rendering of that portion of the 
Pien i tien which faithfully reproduces the whole of HsUan- 
tsang's notice of Khotan. See VilU de Kholan, p. 3? : ‘ Bs ont 
des chroniques et leurs caractferes sont, ainsi que leurs lois et 
leur littdrature, imitds de ceux des Hindous, &c.’ Rdmusat 
justly adds in a note : ‘ Les traditions qu’on trouvera rappor- 
t^es plus bas prouveront la v 6 nt 6 de cette assertion: elles 
ne peuvent en effet Stre tirdes que des chroniques dn pays', 

* In the r&umd given here I follow Julien’s version 
except where otherwise indicated. 
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of king. At that time the son of the emperor of the eastern region (i,c. China), having been 
exiled, vas dwelling upon the eastern frontier of the same territory (of Khotan). Urged by the 
people under him he also assumed the position of king. 

Some time passed before the two colonics came into contact ‘. One day the two kings, 
while hunting, met each other in a desert. Having qiicstioned each other as to their descent, 
they came to dispute about the supremacy. After angry speeches, they were about to resort 
to arms, when upon some one’s representation they .agreed each to return to his own place 
and to meet again in battle upon an appointed day. Having turned back, each engaged in 
training his warriors. Upon the appointed day the two forces were arrayed face to face. 
When the attack had been souttded at break of day, the western king was defeated ; pursued 
northw'ard, he was caught and beheaded®. 

The c.asicrn king profiling l>y his victory, collected the scattered fugitives, transferred his 
residence to the jniddlc of the territory and fortified it with walls. But having no (surveyed) 
site he feared that his plan might not succeed. When he had issued a proclamation calling 
for a siirvcyor, there appeared a heretic clothed in ashes who carried a great calabash full of 
water on his shoulder, and claimed to knov.- the right method of surveying. He then walked 
round with the water of his c.alabash running out until he had completed an immense circle, 
whereupon he rapidly disappeared Following the traces of the water the king laid the 
foundations of a city and soon accomplished his plan. This became the capital of the kingdom, 
and it is here, says Hslian-lsang, that 'the ruler actually resides with his court. Though the 
walls be not of a great height, it would be difficult to i.ikc it by assault. From ancient times 
to the present day nobody has ever been able to conquer it'. 

The king built more towns, firmly established his nile and secured peace to the people, 
but had arrived at extreme old .age without obt.aining an heir. Fearing the extinction of his 
line he went to the temple of VaiSravana and fervently prayed for a son. Thereupon the 
head of the god’s statue opened at the top, and tlicrc came forth a young boy. The king 
took him and returned with him to the palace; but while the kingdom rejoiced, the child 
would not drink milk and the king feared for its life. .So he returned to the temple and 
asked the god for means to nourish the child. Then the earth in front of the statue suddenly 
swelled up into a shape resembling a woman’s breast and the divine child drank from it 
eagerly. Arriving at adult age, he shed glory on liis ancestors by his wisdom and courage 
and extended far the influence of his laws. Idc raised a temple in honour of Yai^ravana as 
his ancestor. 'From tliat time to the present d.ay’, thus HsUan-tsang concludes his account, 

‘ the kings of Khotan have succeeded in regular order, have imnsmilted to each other the 
royal power, and have ruled without interruption. That is the reason why the god’s temple 
to this day is full of rare and precious objects and is visited constantl}' to receive worship and 
offerings. From the first king having been nourished by a brc.ast issued from the earth 
(iu-siaiia), the kingdom has derived its name.’ 

Before we proceed to compare the tradition here presented with the version contained in 
the Tibetan text, attention may be drawn to the different elements which can clearly be 
distinguished in the story. That part of it which relates to the miraculous birth and 
nourishment of Kustana, the legendary founder of the dynasty, is but an instance of that 
widely spread class of folklore which, based upon ‘popular etymologj'* of a local name, provides 
a territory or town with its eponymous hero and with appropriately invented legends concerning 


Foundation 
of c-apit.^l. 


Ku‘stana, 

' the brc.nst 
of the earth’. 


‘ Popul.ir 
etymology' 
of Kustana, 


* Thus Rdmusat, Ville de Khotan, p. 38. 


‘ Thus Rdmusat, loc. cit., p. 38, and Bc.al, loc. cit., p. 310. 
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him. All that can safely be asserted in regard to this piece of folklore is that the ‘popular 
etymology’ upon which it rests presupposes an early Sanskritization of the true old name of 
Khotan into Kiistana. And, as we have seen above, this Sanskritized form is proved by 
documentary evidence to have been in current use in the third century of our era. 

The connexion of this mythic eponjrmous king with the god Vai^ravana or Kubera 
possesses historical interest only in as far as it shows that the worship of this divinity of the 
Indian pantheon must have been popular in Khotan from an early period. Kubera, the Hindu 
god of wealth, king of the demons or Yaksas, is a figure familiar to Buddhist mytholog}' of 
all countries from Gandhara to Japan. As he is worshipped pre-eminently among the four 
‘ Lokapalas ’ or guardians of the world as the ruler of the North, his adoption by Khotan as 
the genius loci of the kingdom seems thoroughly appropriate ®. We shall see that Vaiiravana 
claims this position )'et more conspicuously in the Tibetan' version of the legend, and we have 
Hsiian-tsang’s explicit testimony for the popularity and wealth of his shrine in the Khotan capital. 

That the same tradition which credited the Khotan dynasty ruling in the seventh century 
of our era with a divine origin, should have assumed it to have ruled without a break and- in 
direct descent from the time of its founder, is natural enough. We need scarcely insist on tlie 
fact that the Annals of the Later Hans record a succession of usurpers on the throne of 
Khotan for the years 55-75 a. d., in order to justify critical doubts as to this unbroken 
continuity of the reigning house. But these doubts cannot impair the significance of that 
salient feature of the tradition which ascribes the first occupation of Khotan to the joint settle- 
ment of trvo colonies drawi^fcom the extreme north-west of India and from Cliina. 

Several considerations OTmbine to invest this part of Hsiian-tsang’s story with a value quite 
distinct from that of the rest. In the first place, it deserves attention that the tradition on 
this point has no direct connexion with the eponymous legend of Kustana. It is further note- 
worthy that, though the immigration of the Indian colony is placed in the time of A^oka, the 
most renowned of the patrons of Buddhism, the introduction of Buddhist worship into Khotan 
is distinctly attributed, as we shall see, by both Hslian-tsang and the Tibetan 'Annals of 
Li-yul ' to a later period. It is thus evident that the introduction of an Indian element into 
the story of the genesis of Khotan could not have been a specifically Buddhistic fiction 
intended merety, as otherwise might be supposed, to account for the flourishing condition of 
the Buddhist church in Khotan. Finally, it is characteristic that, while according to the story 
as heard by Hsiian-tsang the union of the two colonies in Khotan was brought about by the 
victory of a prince exiled from China, yet there is nothing in the tradition indicating a 
tendency to flatter Chinese notions. Considering the close relations which had already united 
Khotan to China for centuries and the rapid rcassertion of Chinese influence throughout 
Eastern Turkestan at the time of HsUan-tsang's visit, the absence of any such tendency or of 
any attempt to connect some event of Chinese history with the Khotan tradition seems to 
encourage the belief that the latter possessed in part at least a genuine foundation. 

In die story told of the m}’sterious way in which the site for the capital of Khotan was 
chosen we can, of course, recognize only a piece of folklore ; but this, too, is of intcre,st, 


* Compare, regarding^ Kubera: \aiiravaria, also called 
Yalcjaraja, Dhanapati, &c. GrOnwedel-Burgcss, Buddhist art 
in India, pp. 45, 136 sq. For his rcprcscnlaiion in an 
interesting sculpture excavated in one of the Dandan-Uiliq 
shrines, D. IL, see below chap. ix. sec. iii. 

[I may point out here in passing that the distinctly 


non-' Aryan ’ fcaturc.% which have caused a famous Gandhr.ra 
statue of Kubera in the Lahore Museum (see fig. 88 in 
GrUnwcdcl-nurgess, loc. at.) to be mistaken for that of an 
• Indo-Scythian king', would find their best e.xpkanation in 
this spccwl connexion of the god with the Scytlu.tn isorthj. 
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because it bears a curious resemblance to the legend recorded in Kalliana’s Kashmir Chronicle 
for the foundation of Pravarasena’s capital, the present Srinagar. I have discussed this local 
legend of ancient ^rlnagara at length in my comments on the Rajalaraiigiiu and in my ' Memoir 
on the ancient geography of Kashmir It will suffice to point out here that in it king 
PraN'arasena II, who was anxious ‘to ascertain in a supernatural way the right site and 
auspicious time for the foundation of his new capital’, and the demon who after an adventurous 
encounter fulfilled his desire by laying down a miraculous measuring line, play approximately 
the same part as the founder of the city of Khotan and his mysterious mendicant surve 3 i’or. 

Seeing the length and detail in which Hshan-tsang has recorded for us the story of the 
origin of the Khotan kingdom, it must at first appear puzzling that the ' Life ' of the pilgrim 
presents us with a summary of it differing in a very essential point. After reproducing 
HsUan-tsang’s account of the people of Khotan and their king in almost literal accord with the 
Hsi-yii'Chiy the ‘Life’ tells us*: 'The first ancestor of the king was the eldest son of King 
A4oka and resided in the kingdom of Taksa5ilri (Ta-ch*a-shih-lo), Having been exiled, he went 
to the north of the snowy mountains, where he led a nomad life, seeking water and pastures 
for his flocks. Having arrived in this countr)' [of Khotan] he established there his residence. 
As he had no heir, he went one day to praj' at the temple of Vai^ravana, &c.' The rest 
of the stor)' is then told in full agreement with the Hsi-yil-chi, though more briefljf. 

It seems difficult, in view of the greatness of the discrepancy, to assume that the different 
version here presented was due to a mere mistake on the part of the biographer Hui-li or of 
Yen-ts'ung, who completed and edited the work. Our doubt on point must grow stronger 
when we find that this version coincides in the essential point Tmh the story as told in the 
Tibetan ‘Annals of Li-yul’, which also makes an exiled son of A^oka ultimately establish his 
kingdom in Khotan. Without a thorough critical analysis of all those pass.agcs of the 'Life' 
which differ from statements recorded in the Jfsi-yii-c/n’ — a task wholl)' bc)’ond the competence 
of any one who is not a Sinologist — it seems scarcely safe to express a definite opinion as to 
the most likely explanation of this striking discrepancy. Is it possible that the biographer or 
his editor, botli of them contemporaries and pupils of Hsllan-tsang®, were aware of a different 
version of the Khotan tradition, communicated perhaps through the ‘Master of the Law’ him- 
self? Evidence in this direction would undoubtedly add much to the critical interest of the 
Tibetan record to which we now turn. 

In the ‘ Annals of Li-yul,’ which Mr. Rockhill’s extracts have rendered accessible, the 
account of Khotan history opens characteristically with the Buddhist adaptation of a legend 
which we find also elsewhere among tlie popular lore of territories in and beyond the Himalaya’®. 
Li-yul, originally an inhabited country, was converted into a lake by its Nagas or Spring- 
deities, whom die bad treatment accorded by the people to certain R.sis had angered. When 
Buddha visited Li-yul with a number of his disciples he enveloped the lake with raj^s of light ; 
these gathered into 353 illuminated water-lilies, which marked the same number of Buddhist 
shrines to be built thereafter in the country. Finally the united rays encircled three times the 
space within which ‘there will be built a great city with five towers (?) called U-thcn\ Then 
Buddha directed his disciple Sariputra to pierce the lake with the butt end of his staff and 
Vai^ravana to do the same with the end of his pike. Dwelling for seven days on Mount 
Go^Insa (called Go^rnga in other Tibetan texts and also by HsUan-tsang) the Blessed One then 

’ See my notes on Rajat.'m. 339-349 ; also II. pp. 442 sqq. Sec Rockhill, Lift 0/ the Buddha, pp. 232 sq, 

' See Vit dt Hiouen-T/isang, p. s-jg; Beal, Zj^, p. 205. [This is the figure of the text as verified by Mr. 

’ Compare Julien, Vit dt Hiouen-Thsang, pp. Ixxvii sqq. Thomas; Rockhill, loc. cit., p. 232, has 363.] 
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predicted that after his death the lake would dry up and become a country called Li-ytcl, with 
the city of ‘ U-then ’ {Hic.then in Mr. Thomas’ transcription) as its capital. 

Mr. Rockhill has compared with this tradition the legends relating to the draining of the 
lakes which were believed to have once occupied the present valleys of Kashmir and Nepal, 
as well as Bod-yul or Tibet. Its resemblance to the ancient legend which represents Kashmir 
as having been originally the lake of Satisaras deserves special attention, in view of that close 
connexion of Khotan legendary lore with Kashmir which we shall have occasion to note here- 
after. I have fully discussed the Kashmir legend, as told by the Nilamata Purana and also by 
Kalhana, in my ‘Memoir on the ancient geography of Kashmir'”. A reference to it will show 
how closely the role here ascribed to Buddha and his two companions corresponds to the part 
played in the Kashmir legend by Brahman and the gods Visnu and Balabhadra, who upon the 
former’s command drained the lake by piercing the mountains. Buddha’s stay on Mount 
Go^rhga seems to reflect the position taken up by Brahman and his divine host on the lofty 
peaks of the Naubandhana Tirtha in the mountains south-east of Kashmir. This close relation 
between the Khotan legend and the one told of Kashmir in the Nilamata Purana is all the 
more noteworthy because the Kashmir legend had assumed in Buddhistic lore a materiall}' 
different form, as seen from the account of Hsuan-tsang and Mr. Rockhill’s extracts from the 
Tibetan canon Thus the transfer of the Kashmir legend to Khotan cannot be attributed to 
any specifically Buddhist channel or agency. 

The ‘Annals of Li-yul’ begin the story of the foundation of Khotan with a reference to 
King A^oka, who is said to have ruled over India 234 years after the death of Buddha”. 
‘At that time the lake had dried up, but Li-yul was uninhabited.’ In the thirtieth year 
Anoka’s consort bore a son, whom the king, alarmed by the soothsayers’ prediction that he 
would be king in his father’s lifetime, caused to be abandoned. ‘ But when the child had been 
abandoned, there arose a breast on the earth from which he derived sustenance.’ For this 
reason he was called Kustana or ‘breast of the earth’ [sa. 7 my^. This child was miraculously carried 
off by Vai^ravana to the king of China {Rgya), who had 999 sons, but wanted one more to 
complete a thousand, and brought up the boy. Kustana having found out his true . origin 
‘wanted a kingdom for himself’, and accordingly when twelve years old he ‘got together 
a host of 10,000 men, and with them went to seek a home in the west, and while thus employed 
he came to Me-skar of Li-yul ’. 

About that time Ya^as^^ a minister of A^oka, had been obliged to leave India as ‘his 
relatives had become obnoxious to the king; so he left the country with 7,000 men, and 
sought a home to the west and to the east, and thus he came into the country below the 
river of U-then ’ Two followers of Kustana who had run away from Me-skar, came at Tola 


" See Stein, RajaU, II. pp. 388 sq.; also i. 26-27 wth note. 
See M/motres, L pp. 168 sqq. ; Rockhill, loc. cit., 
pp. 167 sq. 

'■ If this date refers to the year of ASoka’s accession, 
it approaches closely to the probable chronology of Buddha 
and Asoka as ascertained by recent researches. Anoka’s 
accession took place about 272 n.c. and circ. 487 d.c. appears 
to have been in Asoka’s time the accepted date for Buddha’s 

death; see V. Smith, I/is/orj’o/' India, pp.40, That the 

chronolog)’ of the ‘ Annals of Li-yul ’, such as it is, was derived 
from sources different from those which Tibetan Buddhism 
generally relied on, becomes ciident from the fact that, accord- 
ing to Mr. Rockhill, none of the Northern Buddhist texts 


known to him place A^oka the Pious later than a hundred 
years after Buddha ; comp. Zi/i of the Buddha, p. 233, note 4. 

*’ Life of ihe Buddha, p. 234. The spelling Kusthana, 
regularly followed in 3 \Ir. Rockhill’s extracts is evidently an 
error of transcription. The te.xt, according to lilr. Thomas, 
has always sa.nu. The meaning indicated shows that Skr. 
Kustana is intended. 

” Mr. Rockhill gives two forms of this name Vasa and 
Kolas; but it is endent that the Sanskrit name Kafas is 
meant, borne by a person who figures in the traditional stoty 
of A^oka as current in Northern Buddhism. 

Mr. Rockhill notes that here and elsewhere the rivers 
of Khotan are referred to by the expression shel-khal or 
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upon a tract of the uninhabited land which looked inviting, and thence visited YaSas’ encamp- 
ment to the south of it. When Ya^as had learned who their chief was, he sent a message to 
Kustana : ' Let us here unite and establish ourselves in this district of U-then ; and thou shalt 
be king and I minister.' ‘ Then Kustana came with all his followers and met Ya^as in the 
country south (of the U-then river) which is called Havg-gu-jo! 

The prince and tlie minister could not agree about the location of their home, and Location of 
a quarrel between their hosts was imminent. But this was averted by the appearance of 
Vai^ravana and Srlmahadcvl, to each of whom a temple was built on that very spot and who 
were henceforth honoured as the chief guardians of the realm. Kustana having been made 
king and Ya^as minister, 'the Chinese followers of Prince Kustana were established on the 
lower side of tlic U-lhen river and in the upper part of Mr/ff itte-skar and Skain-shcd. The 
Indian followers of the minister Ya^as were established on the upper bank of the river 
{shel-tchu goag-ma), and below Rgj’a and Kong-dzeng. Between the two (? shcl-tchn dbus) they 
settled, the Indians and Chinese indiscriminately. After that they built a fortress’®".’ 

In a subsequent passage 234 years arc said to have elapsed from Buddha’s Nirvana to 
the time when Li-yul was founded, Kustana being then aged nineteen '®. ‘ Li being a country 

half Chinese and half Indian, the dialect of the people {kphral'skad) is neither Indian nor 
Chinese (i. e. a mixture of the two). The letters resemble closely those of India {Rgyd) 

The habits of the people are verj' similar to those of China. The religion and the sacred 
(cicnca/) language arc very similar to those of India.’ 

Before we attempt to define what quasi-historical indications, if any, can be gleaned from 
this curious medley of legends, it will be well to ascertain whether any of the geographical 
points alluded to can be cleared up. I must frankly confess that I am as little able as 
Mr. Rockhill to locate Hfc-skar, To-la^ Skavt-sited and Koug-dzcitg^ places the names of which 
look quecrly discordant from whatever wc know of modern or ancient local nomenclature 
in the region of Khotan. Possibly if information could be secured as to how these Tibetan 
forms may have really sounded at the time when the ‘ Annals of Li-jml ’ were compiled, our 
task in this respect would become less hopeless. But ‘the country^ south (of the U-then river) 
which is called Ha 7 igg 2 t-jo' certainly recalls the name of the present tract of Haiiguya, situated 
in the extreme east of the oasis and to the north of Sampula (see map) 

The location of Hang-gu-jo ‘south of the U-then river’ looks puzzling at first, seeing that Identifi- 
both the rivers of Khotan, whether the Yurung-kash or the Kara-kiish be meant, follow the nation of 
general direction from south to north. But the Yurung-kiish has certainly a trend towards the 


literally meaning ‘crj’stal stream’. Mr.- Rockliill's 
suggestion of a litenal translation of a loc-nl term being 
probably intended, makes me tbink that possibly shd-tchu 
(sei.ehti) may contain a rendering of kash, ‘jade’, found in 
the river names Yurung-kash and Kara-kasli, or r.itlicr of 
some c.irlicr equivalent of the same. 

[For Mr. Thomas’ version, which materially modifies 
this passage, see App. J?.] 

“ See Lt/e of the Buddha, p. 237. Itir. Rockhill points 
out in a note that this dating does not seem to be in agree- 
ment with what a previous passage (p. 233) .asserts of King 
A^oka having been ruler over India 23.1 years after the 
Nirvana. The Tibetan text, however, does not specify 
whether this date refers to the commencement or any other 
period of Anoka’s reign. As the latter is said to have 


c-rtended over fifty-four yc.ars [Life of the Buddha, p. 233), 
an interpretation appears possible according to which the 
first passage was also intended to refer to the year of 
the legendary foundation of Khotan. This would fall within 
the reign of A^ok.i, as assumed by the tradition of the 
‘ Li-yul Annals ’, Kustana’s birth being placed in the thirtieth 
year of Anoka’s reign and his occupation of the throne of 
Khotan nineteen years later. It is scarcely necessary to 
point out that neither the length of reign here ascribed 
to A^oka nor the other dates of this tradition can claim 
historical value. 

” See Life of the Buddha, p. 236. [Mr. Thomas points 
out that Bgya by itself generally means China ; see App. 

For Hanguya, sec Buitts of Khotan, p. 444; below, 
chap. XIV. 
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north-east where it leaves the present limits of the oasis, and this trend must have been even 
more pronounced at some^ earlier period, if the broad ‘ Sai ’, which is passed in the desert area 
between the sites of Ak-sipil and Rawak and which I traced northward as far as Jumbe-Kum, 
marks indeed, as I believe it does, an ancient bed of the river ’I The extensive ' Tati ’ around 
the ruin of Arka-kuduk-Tim lies just north of Hanguya, and must have formed an important site 
of this tract in pre-Muhammadan times -®. A look at my map shows that, assuming the Yurung- 
kash to have followed during this period the more easterly course just referred to, the description of 
Hanguya as being south of the Khotan river would not have been altogether inappropriate, 
graphical . territorial division which the legend indicates between the settlements of Kustana’s 

allusions of Chinese followers and those of the Indian exiles seems rather fantastic at first glance. Yet a 
legend. reference to the real topography of Khotan helps to clear up the meaning. Though unable 
myself to consult the original text, I may hazard the conjecture that by ‘the lower side of the 
U-then river ’ and ' the upper bank of the river ’ {shel-tcJm gong-md) which the legend 
distinguishes, the two branches of the Khotan Darya, viz. the Yurung-kash and the Kara-kash, 
are really intended. Whatever the equivalent Khotanese terms may have been which the 
Tibetan text is evidently endeavouring to reproduce with the literalness usual among Tibetan 
translators, such an interpretation is clearly suggested by the subsequent mention of the space 
‘ between the two ’, scil. rivers {shcl-ichu dbus), in which the followers of Kustana and of Ya^as 
are said to have settled indiscriminately. As the former were supposed to have come from 
China, i. e. the east, it was natural that tradition should have assigned to them seats on the 
eastern branch of the Khotan river, i. e. the Yurung-kash, while for the Indians, whose 
approach to Khotan could only be assumed to have Iain from the west (Karakorum route), the 
land west of the Kara-kash would appear equally appropriate. In short, I am inclined to 
believe that the story about the threefold division of the territory is directly based on the 
geographical fact of the Khotan oasis being separated by the two rivers which traverse it into 
three main portions, viz. the one east of the Yurung-kash, the one west of the Kara-kash, and 
the interfluvial tract 

Agreement On comparing the Tibetan legend with the story as heard and recorded by Hsiian-tsang, 

cannot fail to be struck by the close agreement they show in those points which for us are 
and ‘Annals of essential interest. Both versions ascribe the origin of the Khotan kingdom to a joint 
ofLi-yul'. settlement of colonies drawn from China on the one side and India on the other; both make 
the chief of the eastern colony assume the royal power over the amalgamated population ; and 
in both we find the events leading to the foundation of the kingdom connected with the time 
of A6oka. The only important difference between the two. versions concerns just that part of 
the tradition in which we have already recognized an element of pure folklore, viz., the 
eponymous legend of Kustana. Whether the form which the Tibetan version gives to this 
' part of the legend was known in the time of Hsiian-tsang or not, must remain uncertain. But 
on internal grounds it can scarcely be doubted that it represents a later development , for it is 
evident that the name Kustana must have been invented in the first place as a ‘popular 


” This ‘ Sai ', with its streak of scrub, is shown on the 
map and was followed by me southwards to near the village 
of Suya. It is quite possible that the old river-bed which 
the jade pits of Kalta-Kumat, near Tam-oghil village, indicate 
(see Hedin, Heisen in Z.-A., p. 28), has its continuation 
further north in this ‘ Sai ’. 

^ Regarding this large ruined area north of Hanguya, 
see below, chap. xiv. 


It deserves to be noted that the Go^rnga-vyakarana, 
which gives the story of -the first settlement of Khotan in 
a briefer form, refers to the Indian immigrants as being 
divided from Kustana’s Chinese subjects by a stream; see 
Rockhill, Lt/e of the Buddha, p. 234 note. [For extracts of 
this text see Mr. Thomas’ App. E. The same should be 
consulted also for a different version of the main passage 
which distinguishes a ‘lower ’ and an ‘ upper ’ river.] 
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etymolog)'* for the name of Khotan, and in that case wc must expect to find also the 
miraculous storj' about ‘the breast of the earth' localized in that territory. In this form the 
stor)' is actually recorded by the while the point is lost sight of in the Tibetan 

version, which makes the miracle take place in India and brings Kustana into relation with 
Khotan only in a roundabout fashion. 

It is not difficult to discern a motive for this transformation of the legend. Given the 
fact that tradition connected the foundation of Khotan with an Indian immigration about the 
time of A^oka, it was quite naUmal that the legend under Buddhist influences should take the 
further step of deriving the first king from A.4oka's stock. The miraculous transfer of Anoka’s 
exposed son to China supplied the simplest expedient for introducing this feature into the 
traditional story without otherwise disturbing it in any essential point. 

The Buddhistic tendency, which is so clearly discernible in this modification of the original 
tradition, helps to make still more conspicuous the tot.al absence of a similar colouring in the 
legend as told by the Hsi-yU-chi. There could have been nothing particularly flattering to 
the Buddhists of Khotan in the legend that they were partlj^ descended from people whom 
the righteous wrath of A^oka had banished from the extremity of his empire ; nor can that 
part of the stor}’ which represented this Indian colony as worsted and absorbed by one from 
China be reasonably assumed to have been invented with a view to pleasing Buddhist or 
Indian notions. 

I think that this complete absence of Buddhist colouring in the earlier \'crsion of the story 
as recorded by Hsllan-tsang possesses considerable significance. It strongly suggests the prob- 
ability that the tradition was earlier than, and independent of, the introduction of Buddhism 
into Khotan. and that its main features had some historical background. Distant and obscure, 
indeed, the historical facts may seem which gave origin to the tradition, and wc may, perhaps, 
never hope to establish them in full critical clearness. But it appears to me that the assumption 
of a nucleus of truth in the essential features of the tradition affords tlie best explanation for 
certain characteristic facts in the ethnic and cultural history of Khotan as wc know it in the 
light of recent discoveries. 

The evidence to be discussed in a subsequent chapter of the Kharo.sthi documents from 
the Niya Site proves bcj'ond all doubt that an Indian language closely allied to the old 
Prakrits of North-western India was in daily use for administrative purposes throughout the 
Khotan region about the middle of the tliird ccnturyA.o. Considering the character of these 
hundreds of documents, dealing with all the varied affairs of practical life and social organi- 
zation, it is impossible to assume that their language should not have been widely, perhaps 
universally, known within the territory. The conclusion to be drawn from this current use of 
an Indian language is greatly strengthened by the Kharosthi script of the records ; for we know 
that within India this script was peculiar to that region of which Taxila and the adjoining 
Gandhara were the historical and cultural centres for centuries before and after the commence- 
ment of our era. 

Neither the language nor the script of these documents can be satisfactorily accounted for 
by the spread of Buddhism alone, which, so far as our available evidence goes, brought to 
Central Asia only the use of Sanskrit as its ecclesiastical language, and the writing in Brahml 
characters. But the current use in Khotan of both a Prakrit dialect and of the Kharosthi 
script becomes at once intelligible if we recognize a substratum of historical fact in the old 
local tradition heard by HsUan-tsang, which asserted a partial occupation of Khotan by Indian 
immigrants from the region of ancient Taxila. 
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north-east where it leaves the present limits of the oasis, and this trend miist have been even 
more pronounced at some earlier period, if the broad ' Sai which is passed in the desert area 
between the sites of Ak-sipil and Rawak and which I traced northward as far as Jumbe-Kum, 
marks indeed, as I believe it does, an ancient bed of the river The extensive 'Tati’ around 
the ruin of Arka-kuduk-Tim lies just north of Hanguya, and must have formed an important site 
of this tract in pre-Muhammadan times =*>. A look at my map shows that, assuming the Yurung- 
kash to have followed during this period the more easterly course just referred to, the description of 
Hanguya as being south of the Khotan river would not have been altogether inappropriate. 

The territorial division which the legend indicates between the settlements of Kustana’s 
Chinese followers and those of the Indian exiles seems rather fantastic at first glance. Yet a 
reference to the real topography of Khotan helps to clear up the meaning. Though unable 
myself to consult the original text, I may hazard the conjecture that by ‘ the lower side of the 
U-then river ’ and ‘ the upper bank of the river ’ {shcl-tchu gong-md) which the legend 
distinguishes, the two branches of the Khotan Darya, viz. the Yurung-kash and the Kara-kash, 
are really intended. Whatever the equivalent Khotanese terms may have been which the 
Tibetan text is evidently endeavouring to reproduce with the literalness usual among Tibetan 
translators, such an interpretation is clearly suggested by the subsequent mention of the space 
‘between the two’, scil. rivers {shcl-ichu dbus), in which the followers of Kustana and of Ya^as 
are said to have settled indiscriminately. As the former were supposed to have come from 
China, i. e. the cast, it was natural that tradition should have assigned to them seats on the 
eastern branch of the Khotan river, i.e, the Yurung-kash, while for the Indians, whose 
approach to Khotan could only be assumed to have lain from the west (Karakorum route), the 
land west of the Kara-kash would appear equally appropriate. In short, I am inclined to 
believe that the story about the threefold division of the territory is directly based on the 
geographical fact of the Khotan oasis being separated by the two rivers which traverse it into 
three main portions, viz. the one east of the Yurung-kash, the one west of the Kara-kash, and 
the interfluvial tract 

On comparing the Tibetan legend with the story as heard and recorded by Hsuan-tsang, 
we cannot fail to be struck by the close agreement they show in those points which for us are 
of essential interest. Both versions ascribe the origin of the Khotan kingdom to a joint 
settlement of colonies drawn from China on the one side and India on the other; both make 
the chief of the eastern colony assume the royal power over the amalgamated population ; and 
in both we find the events leading to the foundation of the kingdom connected with the time 
of A^oka. The only important difference between the two. versions concerns just that part of 
the tradition in which we liave already recognized an element of pure folklore, viz., the 
eponymous legend of Kustana. Whether the form which the Tibetan version gives to this 
part of the legend was known in the time of Hsuan-tsang or not, must remain uncertain. But 
on internal grounds it can scarcely be doubted that it represents a later development ; for it is 
evident that the name Kustana must have been invented in the first place as a ‘popular 


" This ‘Sai', with its streak of scrub, is shown on the 
map and was followed by me southwards to near the village 
of Suya. It is quite possible that the old river-bed which 
the jade pits of Kalta-Kumat, near Tam-oghil village, indicate 
(see Hedin, lieisen in Z.~A; p. 28), has its conhnuation 
further north in this ‘ Sai 

“ Regarding this large ruined area north of HangU)ra, 
see below, chap. xrv. 


*' It deserves to be noted that the Go^rhga-vyakarana, 
which gives the story of -the first settlement of Khotan in 
a briefer form, refers to the Indian immigrants as being 
divided from Kustana’s Chinese subjects by a stream; see 
Rockhil!, Life o/the Buddha, p. 234 note. [For extracts of 
this text see Mr. Thomas' App. E. The same should be 
consulted also for a different version of the main passage 
which distinguishes a ‘ lower ’ and an ‘ upper ’ river.] 
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ctymolog)*’ for the name of Kliotan, and in that ease we must expect to find also the 
miraculous stor}' about ‘the breast of the earth’ localized in that territory. In this form the 
story is actually recorded by the Hsi-yil-c/ii, while the point is lost sight of in the Tibetan 
version, which makes the miracle take place in India and brings Kustana into relation with 
Khotan only in a roundabout fashion. 

It is not difficult to discern a motive for this transformation of the legend. Given the Buddhist 
fact that tradition connected the foundation of Khotan with an Indian immigration about the 
time of A^oka, it was quite natural that the legend under Ihiddhist innucnccs should take the version, 
further step of deriving the first king from Anoka’s stock. The miraculous transfer of Anoka’s 
exposed son to China supplied the simplest expedient for introducing this feature into the 
traditional story without otherwise disturbing it in any essential point. 

The Buddhistic tendency, which is so clearly discernible in this modification of the original 
tradition, helps to make still more conspicuous the total absence of a similar colouring in the 
legend as told by tlic Hsi-yil-chi. There could have been nothing particularly flattering to 
the Buddhists of Khotan in the legend that they were partly descended from people whom 
the righteous wrath of A^oka had banished from the extremity of his empire ; nor can that 
part of the story which represented this Indian colony as worsted and absorbed by one from 
China be reasonably assumed to have been invented with a view to pleasing Buddhist or 
Indian notions. 

I think that this complete absence of Buddhist colouring in the earlier version of the story Historical 
as recorded by HsUan-tsang possesses considerable significance. It strongly suggests the prob- background 
ability that the tradition was earlier than, and independent of, the introduction of Buddhism 
into Khotan. and that its main features had some historical background. Distant and obscure, 
indeed, the historical facts may seem which gave origin to the tradition, and we may, perhaps, 
never hope to establish them in full critical clearness. But it appears to me that the assumption 
of a nucleus of truth in the essential features of the tradition affords the best explanation for 
certain characteristic facts in tlic ethnic and cultural history of Khotan as we know it in the 
light of recent discoveries. 

The evidence to be discussed in a subsequent chapter of the Kharosthi documents from Enrlyuseof 
the Niya Site proves beyond all doubt that an Indian language closely allied to tlie old . 

Prakrits of Nortli-westcrn India was in daily use for administrative purposes throughout the Khotait 
Khotan region about the middle of the third century A.n. Considering the character of these 
hundreds of documents, dealing with all the varied affairs of practical life and social organi- 
zation, it is impossible to assume that their language should not have been widely, perhaps 
universally, known Avithin the territory. The conclu.sion to be drawn from this current use of 
an Indian language is greatly strengthened by the Kharo-sthi script of the records ; for we know 
that within India this script was peculiar to that region of which Taxila and the adjoining 
Gandhara were the historical and cultural centres for centuries before and after the commence- 
ment of our era. 

Neither the language nor the script of these documents can be satisfactorily accounted for 
by the spread of Buddhism alone, which, so far as our available evidence goes, brought to 
Central Asia only the use of Sanskrit as its ecclesiastical language, and the writing in Brahmf 
characters. But the current use in Khotan of both a Prakrit dialect and of the Kliaros^hl 
script becomes at once intelligible if we recognize a substratum of historical fact in the old 
local tradition heard by HsOan-tsang, which asserted a partial occupation of Khotan by Indiaii 
immigrants from the region of ancient Taxila. 



164 


Date of 
supposed 
Indian 
immigra- 
tion. 


Indian 
elements in 
Khotan 
preceding 
Buddhism. 


Local 
legend 
of Taxila. 


HISTORICAL NOTICES OF KHOTAN 


[Chap, VII 


It is impossible in the present state of our knowledge to hazard any suggestion as to the 
probable date of this assumed settlement from the extreme north-west of India. But it deserves 
attention that both Hsuan-tsang and the Tibetan ‘ Annals of Li-yul’ agree in making this event 
take place before the introduction of Buddhism into Khotan. The Tibetan text places the 
latter, with a semblance of accuracy which we have no means to control, in the reign of King 
Vijayasambhava, 1 70 years after the establishment of the kingdom Hsiian-tsang relates sub- 
stantially the same legend about the Arhat Vairocana, who was believed to have first preached 
the Law in Khotan, and about the oldest Buddhist convent established by him, but does not 
specify ‘the former king’ whom the saint converted 23. On the other hand, we owe to him the 
explicit and significant statement that the Arhat came from Kashmir. We shall see hereafter how 
much in the local traditions of Khotan and in archaeological evidence also suggests the special 
dependence of Khotan on Kashmir in the matter of Buddhism and other importations from India. 

Without anticipating conclusions which will have yet to be established, it is impossible 
here to indicate the many interesting archaeological facts which become more easily explicable 
if we assume that the population of Khotan had already, before the introduction of Buddhism, 
undergone the infusion of a strong Indian element and the cultural influences accompanying it. 
The history of India during the centuries which could have witnessed such a migration across 
the Karakorum or Hindukusb is too obscure for us to expect there any trace of such an event. 
But if we can trust Hsiian-tsang, popular tradition must be believed to have long retained some 
vague recollection of it in the very region from which these Indian settlers were believed to 
have come. 

In his account of Taksa^ila or Taxila the pilgrim relates at length the legend of Prince 
Kunala, Anoka's eldest son, who while governing that frontier province was believed to have 
been deprived of his eyesight through the intrigue of a wicked step-mother A StQpa, still 
traceable near Shah-ke-Dherl, the site of ancient Taksa^ila, was shown to Hsiian-tsang as 
marking the spot of this tragic event. When A^oka had learned of. his son’s cruel fate, thus 
the story ran, he punished the guilty ministers and councillors by death or exile. Among the 
people who had been under Kunala’s charge, ‘the most powerful were banished to a sandy 
desert, to the north-east of the snowy mountains^®.’ It cannot be doubted that a reference to 
Khotan and its Indian colony is intended. The story of Kunala's blinding can only be treated 
as folklore But just as the belief of a son of A^oka having governed at Taksa^ila can be 
shown to have had a foundation of historical fact=k so is it possible that the part of the 
legend relating to a forced emigration from that territory to Khotan also rested on some 
genuine tradition. 

If such a local tradition really existed at Taxila independently of that surviving at 
Khotan, it would, no doubt, greatly strengthen the probability of the quasi-historical character 
of the latter. Unfortunately we cannot hope for decisive evidence on this point. We may 
give credit to Hsiian-tsang for having in his account of Taxila reproduced only traditions he 
had actually heard there and not having treated us to information anticipated as it were from 


“ See Rockhill, Lift of the Buddha, p. 237. 

« Compare St-yu-ki, transl Beal, ii. p. 31a, where the 
rendering ' a former king of the countiy ’ seems more appro- 
priate than Julian’s ‘ le premier roi de ce royaume , Mimoirts, 
ii. p. 227. 

-* See M/moires, i. pp. 154 sqq- > Siyu-ki, i. pp. 139 sqq. 
See Mimoirts, i. p. 161 ; Siyu-kt, i. p. 143. ^ ^ 

SeeMr.V. Smith's remarks in his Asoka, ‘Rulers of India' 


Series, p. 190 note. It deserves to be noted that the legend 
of Kunala is related in much the same form by Buddhist 
Sanskrit texts preserved in Nepal, the Divyavadana and 
Asokavadana, which at least shows the antiquity of tin's 
piece of folklore; see Burnouf, Jntrodndion h Vhisioin du 
Buddhisme, pp. 358, 400 sqq. 

^ Compare V. Smith, Asoka, p. 44. 
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what he subsequently gathered at Khotan. Still there remains room for suspicion whether the 
Taxila story, so far as it localized the banished people at Khotan, was not itself directly or 
indirectly a reflex of the Khotan tradition. There must have been communication between 
Buddhist Khotan and the Taxila region, whether through Kashmir or Gandhiira, and we know 
well how far leeends and traditions will travel. 

A settlement of immigrants from the extreme north-west of India, such as Khotan tradition 
assumes, would necessarily have left its mark in the racial composition of the population. But 
two circumstances render it difficult for us to distinguish this mark in present anthropological 
facts. On the one hand, we have no certain knowledge of the .racial characteristics of the 
population which inhabited the region of Taxila or the neighbouring territories during that 
early period. On the other hand, the points of anthropological affinities between the Galchas 
and the present Indian populations nearest to Khotan, the Dards and Kashmiris, are so 
numerous that, if we assume the supposed immigrants to have resembled the latter, their 
admixture could scarcely have modified in any very striking way the type of the Homo 
Alpinus which our inquiry in the preceding chapter has shown to enter so largely into the 
racial composition of the present Khotanese people. Nevertheless, I may note here that I was 
frequently struck by a certain curious resemblance in general appearance of features between 
tlie Khotanese and the Kashmiris, a resemblance difficult to define yet all the more noteworthy 
on account of the unmistakable peculiarity of type presented by the Kashmiris 

We have seen that the Khotan tradition, as recorded by Hstlan-tsang and the ‘Annals of 
Li-jail ’, is equally explicit about an early immigration from the side of China, which was 
believed to have given to Khotan its first ruler and half of its original population. We have 
no means of applying to this part of the tradition the test of historical evidence. But I have 
had occasion in the preceding chapter to show that certain anthropomctrical and philological 
observations distinctly point to an early ethnic event underlying also this part of the tradition 
In view of the explanations there given, a mere reference will suffice here to that early infusion 
of Tibetan or quasi-hlongolian blood which seems to have left so material an impress on the 
racial character of the Khotan population. Wc have further seen that the presence of such 
an element was sufticicntly marked to make Chinese observers of the fourth or fifth centur}' of 
our era ascribe to the people of Khotan a certain resemblance to their own race^®. The fact 
that this element is more strongly represented in the population of the eastern part of Khotan 
territory (Kerij-a), is also significant; for it seems to confirm what the Tibetan version of the 
tradition relates about the territorial division between the earliest settlements of the two colonies. 

The linguistic indications furnished by the non-Indian terms occurring in the Kharosthi 
documents, and by the ' unknown ' language of certain Brahmi MSS. probably containing 
Khotanese translations of Sanskrit texts, have also been noted above It only remains to 
call attention to the archaeological evidence which certain artistic remains of ancient Khotan 
supply. In some terra-cotta figurines from the Yotkan site, in the painted tablets and frescoes 
of the ruined shrines of Dandan Uiliq, and in some of the relief sculptures of the Rawak 
Vihara, we meet again and again with representations of quasi-Mongolian faces strangely 
contrasting with other features in the treatment of the human figure which are unmistakably 
derived from Indian models as presented by the style of Gandhara, These peculiar traits will 
be duly noticed in the detailed descriptions of the relics of old Khotan art as recovered in the 

” Compare Mr. Joyce’s remarks on this resemblance, “ Compare above, p. 149, for the record of the Northern 

J. Anlhrop. Inst., xxxiii. p. 317 sq. Wei Annals. 

” See above, pp. 148 sqq. ” See above, pp. 149 sq. 
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course of my explorations. I need only refer here to the illustrations of the most striking 
specimens to be found in the Plates mentioned in the footnote 3 ^. ^ 

Considering that the art of Buddhist Khotan can be shown to have remained to the last 
under the predominating influence of Indian models, the early appearance of such peculiar 
features as high cheekbones, oblique eyes, and short flat noses, can scarcely be accounted for 
otherwise than as a concession to a type actually represented among the local population. It 
can certainly not be explained as due to the imitation of Chinese models ; for apart from the 
fact that China itself in matters of Buddhist art was mainly a borrower from India and 
Khotan, the features in question appear far too early to be attributed to any reflex movement 
from that side. 

From the inquiry just concluded it results, I think, with considerable probability that the 
traditions about the origin of the population of Khotan, though legendary in their details, 
contain some genuine reminiscence of early ethnic movements. When these movements took 
place, and the exact manner in which they affected the earliest history of Khotan, we may 
never be able to determine. But even the dim outlines in which we can trace their effects, 
may help us to realize better the recorded historical facts about old Khotan, as well as the 
cultural milieu to which its antiquarian relics belong. 


Section III.— KHOTAN IN CHINESE RECORDS, FROM THE HAN TO THE SUI 

DYNASTY 


The earliest historical notices which the Chinese records furnish of Khotan begin from 
the reign of the Emperor Wu ti (140-87 b.c.), when Chang-ch'ien’s mission had opened up the 
‘ Western regions ’ to Chinese trade and political influence. These notices, and the great mass 
of the later ones, are contained in the dynastic Annals, from those of the Former Hans onwards. 
They have, as already stated in the introductory portion of this chapter ^ been translated by 
A. Rdmusat from the chronologically arranged extracts of the Pieti i iten, and are thus con- 
veniently accessible for reference. Not being able myself to have recourse to the original 
sources, I shall reproduce these notices as briefly as possible, restricting my comments to such 
points as can be elucidated from my study of geographical and antiquarian facts bearing on 
Khotan. 

The Annals of the Former Hans tell us that the first embassy from Yu-t'ien was received 
during the reign of ti This statement is confirmed by what the T ang shu relates of 
the kings of Khotan having handed down to each other the edicts and tokens of investiture 
received from the Middle Kingdom uninterruptedly ever since that Emperor’s time^ The 
‘ Notice of the Western Regions ’ embodied in the Han Annals states that the capital of the 
kingdom, known as the ‘ Western City,’ was 9,670 li distant from the imperial capital Ch‘ang-an 


“ For terra-cotta heads of the type referred to, see Plates 
XLIII-XLV, also Plate XI of Dr. Hoernle's Hepori on C.-A. 
anitquities, ii ; for pictorial representations, Plates LIX, 
LXIV, LXXIX, also Fig. 30 ; for heads sculptured in stucco. 

Plates LV,LXXXIV,LXXXV,wherethedifFerencefrom heads 
of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas treated in the Gandhara style 
is particularly noteworthy. The characteristic features of the 


type referred to (high cheekbones, prominent oblique eyes, 
flat noses) appear also in the human heads of the grotesque 
figures carved in wood and adorning an ancient armchair 
from the Niya Site ; see Plate LXX. 

> See above, p. 150. 

= See Rimusat, Vilk de Khoian, pp. i sq. 

’ Compare Chavannes, Tura occid., p. 125. 
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(now Hsi-an-fu)*. The population was reckoned at 3,300 families with 19,300 people®, the 
number of soldiers being 2,400. Several high dignitaries, among them commandants of the 
Western and Eastern cities, are enumerated. To the south lay the territory of the J6-Ch'iang 
nomads, who appear to have held the plateaus and valleys along the whole Kun-liin range from 
Tsaidam westwards, while to the north was that of Ku-mo (Ush-Turfau). The abundance of 
jade is specially noticed ; the statement that all rivers west of YU-t'ien flowed into the western 
ocean and those east into Lop-Nor betrays geographical confusion, of which the ‘ Notice of the 
Western Regions’ shows other unmistakable signs®. 

That Yii-t'ien during the period of the Former Hans must have been a relatively weak 
state becomes evident from the mention which the 'Notice of the Western Regions' makes of 
the three small territories of yw;/?--/// Yil-vti JjJj, and Clht-lc ^ If.)} as separate 

‘kingdoms' to the east of it“. The T'ang Annals distinctly tell us that Yll-t'ien had absorbed 
these territories, together with P’i-shan, since the Han period. They further show that Yii-ini, 
also called Ning-mi ' 3 . O'" C/iil-mi :{|jj must be identified with the oases which 

extend between Chlralind Kcri3'a ®. Jung-lu and Ch'U-le were petty tracts at the foot of the 
mountains, south-east and south of Yll-mi®; they cannot be located with the same certainty 
as tlie latter, but correspond manifestly to the present ‘ Tagh ’ (‘ hill ’) district, comprising the 
small submontane settlements which extend cast and west of Polu. Considering how close these 
oases and hill tracts lie to Khotan, and how limited their resources arc compared to those of 
the Khotan oasis, their political dependence upon any firm rule established at the latter would 
follow almost as a matter of course. The same observation applies to P'i-shan, in which we 
have already rccogni5:ed the small oases about GOma and Moji’°. From the way in which 
Yu-mi is described in the Former Han Annals it seems safe to conclude that this little state 
was at that time not only independent, but also quite as powerful as Yti-t’ien. 

The Annals of the Later Hans show clearlj’ that it was onlj'^ after the middle of the first 
centur)' A.D. that YU-t'icn rose to political importance for the Chinese. We arc there informed 
that towards the end of the reign of the Emperor Kuang-wu ti (25-57 a. d.) King Yii-lin of 
Khotan had become subject to the powerful king of So-cICC^ i. c. the territory of Yarkand, and 
had been reduced to the rank of the ruler of During the period comprising the 

years 5S-73 a.d., however, a general of YU-t'icn, called Hsiu-mo-pa, revolted and made himself 
independent as ruler of the tcrritor)^ His nephew and successor Kuang-t6 in turn conquered 
So-ch'e and made Khotan so powerful that thirteen ‘ states ’ to the north-west, as far as Kashgar, 


See for this extract Vilk de Khotan, p. 2, and Wj'Iic, 
J. Anthrop. Inst,, x. p. 30. It seems probable tliat the 
designation ‘ Western City ' corresponds to that of ' city of 
Western mountains' {Hsi-shan') used for the Khotan capital 
in the T'ang Annals; see Turcs occid., p. 125. 

‘ Rdmusat, loc. cit., p. 2, has ‘ 2300 maisons ou families'. 

' Wylie (loc. cit., p. 30 note) saw in this erroneous 
statement an indication that the territory of Khotan extended 
westwards to the Pamir watershed, and looked for the site of 
the capital of YU-t'ien in the neighbourhood of Yarkand. 
This explanation is in direct contradiction to the text of 
the ‘Notice’, which specifies quite a series of independent 
‘ kingdoms ’ between Khotan and Sarikol ; see above, 
J)p. 91 sq. 

^ See Wylie, loc. cit., p. 29. 

® Compare Turcs occid., p. 125. The identification of 


Y(l-mi with the present Kcriya, which M. Chavannes, ibid., 
p. 128, note I, adopts from a modern Chinese geographical 
work, the Hsi yil shut tao chi, is somewhat too limited. 
I shall discuss the position of YU-mi below, chap, xni., when 
dealing with Kcriya. 

° The pettiness of these ‘states’ is indicated by the 
recorded population of 1,610 and 2,170 persons, respectively. 
YU-mi, on the other hand, is credited in the ‘ Notice of the 
Western Regions ’, with 20,040 people, and a larger number 
of trained troops than YU-t'ien itself; see Wylie, loc. cit., p. 29. 

See above, p. 103. 

” Sec Rdmusat, Vi/k de Khotan, p. 3. For the probable 
location of So-clit (Wylie’s Sha-htti), at, or in the vicinity of, 
Yarkand, see above, p. 88. The name of Li-htei cannot 
be traced by me elsewhere. [Mr. Thomas tentatively sug- 
gests some connexion with Li-yuli] 
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acknowledged his sovereignty, Khotan and Shan-shan (about Lop-Nor) are described as the 
t^vo territories which then formed the keys to tlie southern route leading to China. 

Kuang-te was on the throne of Khotan when Pan Ch'ao, in 73 a.d., as generalissimo of 
the imperial forces commenced his great conquests westyrards. The rulers of Shan-shan and 
some other states had already submitted, but Kuang-te, encouraged by the Hsiung-nu, who 
had sent one of their commanders to So-ch e, hesitated to tender his allegiance. The execution 
of some emissaries Avhom he sent to Pan Chao with an insolent demand, and the submission 
of Shan-shan, however, quickly removed all thought of resistance. Kuang-te himself attacked 
and killed the Hsiung-nu general and made his submission to Pan Ch'ao. A Chinese garrison 
was established in his states 

Various notices in the Later Han Annals make it clear that Chinese power in the Tarim 
Basin was slowly but steadily waning during the second century of our era. The efforts of 
Pan Yung, Pan Chaos son, seem at first to have prevented a break-up. His victory over 
Yen-chi (Kara-shahr), 127 a.d., made Khotan, like the other states of Eastern Turkestan, renew 
its allegiance^®. In 129 a.d, Fang-ch'ien, king of Yii-t'ien, killed the ruler of Chii-mi (YU-mi) 
and gave the territory to his own son. Two years later he sent a tribute-bearing embassy 
to the imperial court, which had demanded the retrocession of Chii-mi 

Events recorded for the years 151— 152 a.d. afford us a glimpse of the modest limits within 
which Chinese control was maintained at Yii-t'ien. When the governor-general Chao P'ing, repre- 
senting the imperial authority, had died there, Ch'eng-kuo, the chief of ChU-mi, endeavoured to 
create trouble for Chien, king of Khotan, by a report that the Chinese representative had 
been poisoned by the royal physicians. Wang Ching, who was sent to succeed in command at 
Yii-t'ien, was induced by the same intriguing chief to make a treacherous attack upon Chien, 
in the course of which the latter was killed. In the rising which followed, the people of Khotan, 
under the leadership of the local governor Shu-p'o, revenged the death of tlieir king by killing 
the Chinese commander, together with his guards, Shu-p'o then endeavoured to secure the 
crown, but was himself killed, while Ap-kuo, the son of Chien, succeeded to the Khotan throne, 
Ma Ta, the governor of Tun-huang or Sha-chou, who had been privy to Wang Ching’s high- 
handed proceedings, then prepared to punish Yii-t'ien for its resistance, but the emperor 
Huan ti prohibited the attempt, and the governor of Tun-huang had to rest content with a 
fictitious satisfaction. The self-confidence of the people of Khotan is said to have been 
greatly strengthened thereby Under the last reign of the Later Han dynasty, that of Hsien ti, 
embassies from Khotan are mentioned in the years 202 and .220 a.d. 

During the epoch of the Three Kingdoms (220-264 a.d.) Yii-t'ien appears to have been 
under a powerful ruler, for the Annals mention the states of Jung-Iu, \ U-mi, and Su-le as 
dependent on it. Nevertheless we hear of an embassy to the imperial court in 222 a.d.”, 
and it is evident from the Chinese documents found at the Niya Site, which belong cither to 
the closing years of this epoch or the very commencement of the Tsin period, that Chinese 
influence must have asserted itself in one form or another even after tiic downfall of the Hans, 

During the period of the Tsin dynasties (265-419 a.d.) Chinese power can only have made 
itself felt In Eastern Turkestan spasmodically. It is true tliat we have among the Chinese 


'■ See Rdmusat, loc. cit, pp. 4 sq. 

" Comp-irc I'ninkc, Ktnr.lniss ier Turkvtlkcr, 

Pi). 70 sq. 

" See Rdmu-sat, loc. cit., p. C. 

“ See Rdmusat, loc. cit, pp. 6 $qq. 

” Cornp. Rdnnis.1t, loc. cit., p. 9- 


'■ Rdmusat, loc. cic, p. 10. This is prob.iMv the .■^amc 
emtassy to which the /Ve« t liens extract from the Li.w.c 
Annals refers .is havinp been sent in the reifin of Wen it 
a.d.). The king of Khot.in Ls there nnmed Shsr.-hn ; 
see Rdmusat, loc. cit., p. 17. 
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records on wood from the Niya Site one at least which belongs to the commencement of this 
period, bearing the date of tlie fifth year of the emperor Wu ti (269 a.d.). But otherwise 
I can trace no direct evidence of Chinese influence in the Khotan region. The compiler of 
the Pirn i iicii has nothing to quote about Yli-t‘icn from the Tsin Annals, and only offers us 
a reproduction of Fa-hsien's notice. The pilgrim, who had reached Khotan about 400 a. d. after 
a trying journey apparently from Kuchii, found Buddhism in a very flourishing condition, and 
describes the glories of its monastic establishments in some detail 

Of the territory he tells us that it was ‘ a pleasant and prosperous kingdom, with a numerous Fa-hsien’s 
and flourishing population. The inhabitants all profess our Law, and join together in its 
religious music for their enjoyment. Tlic monks amount to several myriads, most of whom 
are students of the hTaha3'ana’. Fa-hsien spcciallj' refers to the hospitable arrangements made 
in the Sangharamas for the reception of travelling monks, and notices the custom of erecting 
small StCipas in front of each family's dwelling. His description of ‘ the houses of the people 
throughout the countr)' standing apart like (separate) stars’ is a manifest allusion to the widely 
scattered groups of homesteads which in Khotan, as in other oases of the Tarim Basin, make 
up the villages. 

The Go 7 uatl monaster}', in which Fa-hsien with his companions lodged, contained 3,000 
monks of tlie Mahiiyana school, and appears to have ranked at that time as the first of the 
great religious establishments in the kingdom. Its position cannot be identified at present, but 
M. Sylvain Ldvi has shown that Go)>:a (7 was an ancient designation of the Kara-kash river”. 

Fa-hsien specially praises the excellent order with which the inmates conducted themselves, and 
then treats us to a detailed description of the great procession of sacred images which was 
annually celebrated in the spring, and for the sake of which he prolonged his stay for three 
months. On successive days, from the commencement of the fourth month, the images of the Buddhist 
fourteen great monasteries were solemnly conducted into the city"®. The splendidly adorned 
cars on which these images were moved are described as ‘ more than thirty cubits high ' and 
looking ‘ like the great hall of a monaster}' ’ -K Outside the city gate each car was met by the 
king, who having put off his crown came barefooted to offer homage with flowers and incense, 
while the queen and her ladies gathered above the gate scattering flowers as the car moved 
through. The description of this religious festival, which lasted for fourteen days, vividly 
recalls the bygone splendours of Indian raihotsavas. Fa-hsien closes his account with a 
description of another great shrine, known as 'the King’s New Monastery’. As its position 
can be determined with some probability we shall have occasion to recur to this in the next 
chapter. 

The notices on Khotan which the Picn i iiai furnishes for the period of the Northern Khotan 
Wei Dynasty (386-534 a.d.)*®, appear to be taken partly from Sung YUn’s narrative, and to 
a still greater extent from the Pci s/ii/i, a work published about 644 A. D. Those relating to Wei Annals, 
the character of the country, its people, sacred shrines, &c., were, as M. Chavannes has shown, 
mainly borrowed by the author of the Pci s/ii/i from the summary account of Hui-sh6ng, the 
companion of Sung Yiin on his pilgrimage (circa 519 a.d.)®®. Leaving these to be discussed 
in connexion with Sung Yun’s account, we may mention first some earlier historical facts 

See Fd-hien's Travels, transl. Legge, pp. 16-20. Rdmusat, Vilk de Khotan, p. 14. 

” Notes chinoises sur l'Inde,vi.'^. i,o, -' Rdmusat’s version, p. 13, indicates the more modest 

“ The duration of fourteen da3’S distinct!}’ indicated for height of three chang or 30 feet, 
the festival shows that the number fourteen given by the ” See Rdmusat, Ville de Khotan, 18-28. 

Chinese copies of the text is more correct than the number ^ Compare Cliavannes, Voyage de Song Fun, p. 2. 

four taken by Legge -from the Corean version; see also 
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recorded by the Pei shih. In 445 a.d. Khotan was invaded by Mu-li-yen, chief of the T'u-yii-hun, 
whom a Chinese army had driven from the Tangut country, and who took refuge westwards*^. 
He is said to have killed the king of Khotan and to have effected great carnage Embassies 
from Yu-t'ien and gifts of presents are recorded for the years 457, 466, 467, 468 a. d. Towards 
the close of the reign of Hsien WSn ti (circa 470 a.d.) an envoy called Su-mu-ch'ieh arrived 
from Khotan to ask imperial aid against an invasion of the Juan-juan, whose cavalry was 
ravaging the territory to the very gates of its capitaH«. The emperor refused the requested 
help, on the ground of the great distance, and contented himself with sharing the hope of his 
ministers that Khotan would hold out behind its walls against the nomad hordes little versed 
in sieges. 

Some time before this the king of Khotan, Ch'iu-jen-chd, had retained an ambassador of 
the king of Persia who was proceeding with elephants and rare presents to the Chinese court; 
but a remonstrance from the latter had effected his deliverance, and tribute is said to have 
been paid subsequently with regularity. Though a real dependence on China, then divided 
between the rival dynasties of North and South, cannot be supposed, embassies from Khotan 
are mentioned in the years 502, 507, 512, and 513^''. Also the Annals of the Liang Dynasty 
(502-556 A.D.) record such missions in the years 509, 513, 518, and 541, and it is interesting to 
note that among the presents brought by them were figure vases in glass and a Buddha statue of 
jade carved in foreign lands 

The description of Yii-t'ien which the Pien i tien reproduces from the Liang Annals is 
brief, but not without interest It mentions its numerous rivers, which lose themselves in the 
sands, the jade found in them, the ample produce of cereals and vines. The fruits and vegetables 
of the country are compared to those of China. The capital is designated as ' the city of the 
Western mountains’. Of the people it is stated that they are much devoted to the cult of 
Buddha, and very courteous in manners, to the extent of kneeling down whenever they meet. 
The mention made of the skill of the workers in brass and of the liberties enjoyed by the 
women in social intercourse has already been noted. The reference to pieces of w'ood used 
for writing has received illustration by my finds at the Niya Site, and will be discussed later. 
A few minor points agreeing with notices of other Annals will also be noted further on. 

Sung Ytin, whose account we find reproduced in exienso by the Pien i tien, reached Khotan 
in 519 A.D. from the direction of Shan-shan®®. He relates at length the legend to be discussed in 
the next chapter about the first Stupa of Khotan, erected miraculously by Vairocana. Of the 
territory he only tells us that it measured 3,000 li from east to west. Its king wore a gilt 
headdress resembling in shape a cock’s crest, from which there descended behind as an ornament 
a band of silk two feet long and five inches broad On ceremonial occasions there were 
players of various musical instruments, besides bearers of swords and otlier arms, in his following. 
Of thp women of Yii-t'ien, Sung Yiin notes that they wore girdles, short vests and trousers, 
and rode on horseback like men®^. The dead were burned, their bones subsequently collected 


Regarding the T'u-yii-hun and their seals in the 
Kuku-Nor region, compare Chavannes, Voyagt de Smg Fun, 
p. II, note 4. 

“ See Rdmusat, loc, cit., pp. 18, 21 ; Voyage de Song F tin, 
p. 16 note. 

See Rdmusat, loc. cit., pp. 25 sqQ- 
” Ibid., p. 27, 

” Ibid,, p. 1 7. 

“ Ibid., p. 16. 


See Voyage de Song Fun, pp. i.s sqq. 

“ The notice of the Liang Annals describes the royal 
headdress as of gold and in shape resembling that of the 
Tartar princes; see Rdmusat, loc. cit., p. 16. Rdmusat's 
text of Sung Yiln’s passage mentions hvo bands of siik. 

“ Rdmusat’s version makes the women ride on camels as 
well as on horses; see loc. cit., p. 22. The point is of some 
interest with reference to certain pictorial representations 
from Dandan Uiliq. See below, chap. ix. sec. vi. 
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and buried under small Stupas. The mourners cut their hair and lacerated their faces, but 
abandoned mourning as soon as their hair had once more grown to a length of 4 or 5 inches. 

The dead king’s body alone was not burned, but buried in a coffin at a distant deserted spot, 
where it was customar)^ to erect a funeral shrine over it and to perform sacrifices at regular 
periods. 

The account of the Pci s/ii/i, which is fully reproduced b)' the Picn i (icn for the Northern Hui-shfing’s 
Wei period, and from which e.xtracts arc given again in the notices of the Northern Chou and 
Sui Annals, is probably to a great extent based, as already stated, upon the notes kept by (519 a. d.). 
Hui-shCng, Sung YUn’s .companion It places, corrcctl}^ YU-t'ien at a distance of 1,500 and 
1,000 li from Shan-shan (Lop-Nor) and Chu-chil-po (Karghalik) respectively ; 1,400 li are 
reckoned northward to Kuclia ; while to the south the ‘ Land of the Women ’, the Strirajya of 
Indian legend, is said to be 3,000 li distant. The circuit of the kingdom is estimated at 
1,000 li, and that of the capital at eight or nine li. Five large towns and some dozens of 
smaller places were comprised in it. 

The river S/iou-pa "Hf ^ fii]’, from which jade was obtained, and which undoubtedly is The rivers 
meant for the Yurung-kasli, flowed at a distance of 30 li to the east of the city of Yii-t'ien. ofKhotan. 
A subsequent passage, manifestly drawn from some other source, gives to this river the names 
of Shu-chih or Clti-sliih ^ “P ^ and indicates its distance as 20 li. To the 

west of the city, at a distance of 15 li, was another great river called Ta-li ^l) which 
united with the former and also flowed nortliward. It corresponds, of course, to the Kara-kash, 
die Yangi Darya branch of which lies actually only a little over three miles to the west of 
Yotkan, the site of the ancient capital"*. If we accept the figure of 30 li given in the first 
passage the distance to the eastern river is indicated with equal accuracy; for the Yurung-kash 
flows within seven miles from the eastern edge of Yotkan. The distances here recorded are 
of interest as showing how little in reality the river courses within the oasis have changed 
during die last thirteen centuries. 

The soil of the territory is described as favourable to the five kinds of cereals, as well as 
to mulberr}' and hemp. Reference is made to the wealth of the mountains in jade, and to 
the good breed of horses and camels. Murder alone was punished with death. The customs 
and products much resembled those of Kucha. Buddhism flourished, and its shrines and 
monastic establishments abounded. The king was pious above all, and never failed on fast 
days to clean a sanctuary himself and to make his offerings. The reference to particular shrines 
and objects of worship which follow we shall have occasion to notice below. The curious 
remarks which the compiler of the Pci shih adds, perhaps from some other source, about the 
pli3^sical appearance of the people of Y U-t'ien and the defects in their character, have been dis- 
cussed above at some length 

Sung Ylin and the Pei shih agree in enumerating Khotan among the numerous states of Khoian 
the Tarim and Oxus basins which, at the time of the former’s journey, acknowledged the 
sovereignty of the Wliite Huns. From a notice of the Annals of the Liang dynasty it may of White ^ 
be concluded that this dependence continued during the whole period of the latter Huns. 
(502-556 A.D.)^®, 


“ For M. Chavannes' translation, see Voyage de Song 
Fun, pp, rs sq.; for the extracts of the Pien i lien, comp. 
R^musat, loc. cit., pp. i8 sqq., 28 sqq. 

Regarding this eastern branch of the Kara-kash, see 


below, chap. vm. sec. iii, also p. 179. 

” See above, pp. 139, 149. 

” Compare Voyage de Song Fun, pp. 26, 24, note 3 ; 
Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 224. 
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( 557-581 a.b.) judging fron, the extracts of LXf ftra have 

to tell us of Khotan m the time of the Sui dynasty (5S1-61S a d)=* But 7 v! '•a 
that the family name of the kin^ was Wan^. anil Is title (rLordlg m H ut 
explanation, his name) Pei-shih-pi-lien His headdress is descried as of a fabric workecuih 

belLirf f the king’s hair, as this nas popularly 

believed to cause a bad harvest. A mission with tribute is recorded for the year 615. 


Section IV.— KHOTAN DURING THE T'ANG PERIOD 

In chapter iii a brief account has already been given of that effective rcasscrtion of 
Chinese power in the Tarim Basin which took place under the reign of the T'ai tsung, tiic 
second Tang emperor (627-650 a. d.), and which had a determining influence on the political 
destinies of that region until the close of the eighth century. We have seen that from the 
year 648 onwards Khotan figured as one of ‘the Four Garrisons’ representing the main scats 
of Chinese authority in Eastern Turkestan. With the political importance of the territor}' th».s 
recognized it is easy to understand the relative wealth of data which are furnished about 
Khotan by the Annals of the Tang dynasty. We are fortunately able to consult them noiv 
in the translation of the ‘Notice on Yu-t'ien‘ given by M. Chavannes from tlie original tc.vt of 
the T'ang shuk 

The remarks on the varying names of Khotan with which this notice opens have been 
discussed already, and so also those bearing on the former territories of Jiing-hi, \ ii-ini, 
Chu -16 and P'i-shan, which since the Han period had been absorbed in the kingdom of 
Khotan The capital was still known by the designation of the ‘ City of the W cstern 

mountains’ {Si-s/ian), as mentioned in the Han Annals^. The number of selected troops wvis 
estimated at four thousand. The river carrying jade is duly mentioned, and we arc told the 
folktale that the people used to discover pieces of the precious stone m it by observing the 
spots where the reflexion of the moonlight was strongest Tiic account gven of the ^ 
of the inhabitants, their industrial skill and 

may, however, be noted that the Annals describe not only Buddhism as sh g 
‘ the cult of the celestial god ’, by which the Zoroastrian religion is to be iindcrstoo . 

which appears to be identic! wid. o- 

account of the Liang Annafe., relates to the latter they 

made them kncd down on meeting each other. Each time they rcccitco p 


made them kneel down on meeting 

« See Chavannes, in T'osing-pao, Ser. II, voL %i (1905), 
P- 341. . 

^ Rdmusat, loc. cit., p. 28, 

“ See Rdmusat, loa cit, pp. 3° sqq. _ 

Comp. Hoemie, Jiepori on C.-A. anUqutitts, i. 

p. 7 note. 

' Sec Turcs cccid., pp. 125-8. 


* Compare above, pp. i 53 t tioic u, 167* 

* Sec above, 

« See above, p. 13 5 >- , . , 

» Compare Chav.wnes, TuracfuJ., p. 125, oa.c 3. -. 3 

for cx-idcncc on the point, ibid., p. 170. 

‘Sec above, p. 170; Kvrausst, - A--’’- 

p. 16. 



Sec. iv] 


KHOTAN DURING THE TANG PERIOD 


173 


■were supposed to raise it above their head before opening it, a mark of respect, as 
M. Chavannes points out, reserved in China to official letters from the emperor. The refer- 
ence made to pieces of -wood which were used at YU-t'ien for writing with instead of brushes, 
is of special interest in view of my finding such wooden pens among the ruins of the Niya 
Site'. The use of seals engraved in jade which the same passage asserts, need not surprise 
us, though I am not aware of any authentic find from Khotan sites to illustrate it. 

Of tlie kings of YU-t'icn the Annals note that ‘ever since the time of the Emperor Wu Dpasty 
ti (140-S6 B. c.) to our own days the)' have handed down, each to his successor, the edicts and 
insignia of investiture which had been bestowed upon them by the Middle Kingdom*. We 
need not accept this statement as evidence of that unbroken succession which, as we have 
seen, Khotan tradition in HsUan-tsang’s time assumed for the ruling house ; nor are investitures, 
however nominal, likely to liave been obtained from the Imperial court with regularity during 
the centuries Avhen Chinese political influence had ceased to extend to the ‘ Western 
Regions’. Yet it seems safe to conclude from it that some recollection of the ancient political 
tie with China had survived in Khotan even during that period, and that popular traditions 
concerning it were, perhaps, more cherished there than in other territories of the Tarim Basin. 

The Annals distinctly tell us tliat the family name of the ruling dynasty was Wci-diih 
^ names of almost all Khotan rulers whom the T'ang Annals mention 

are formed with this pracnomen®. I am unable to judge whether Wei-ch'ih could possibly 
represent a real Chinese name adopted by the ruling family, just as the personal names by 
which its individual members arc referred to in the T'ang Annals arc unmistakably Chinese. 
Otherwise a connexion might be suggested between Wci-cJiih and the word Vijaya- which 
invariably forms the first part in the long string of royal names recorded by the Tibetan 
‘Annals of Li-yul’®. The question can scarcely be decided until non-Chinese documents are 
forthcoming to furnish us with the indigenous names of some Khotan rulers during the T'ang 
period. 

Before we proceed to examine the detailed historical data furnished by the T'ang Annals, Hsfian- 
it will be convenient to compare with the general notes just extracted the description which 
HsUan-tsang has left us of Khotan and its people. The pilgrim, as we have seen, reached the 
oasis from the direction of Karghalik in the year 644 a. d., at a time when the predominance of 
the Western Turks was already broken and Chinese influence had begun to make itself felt 
throughout the Tarim region. Fame was preceding the Master of the Law here as elsewhere 
towards the close of his great wanderings, and the king of Khotan as a devout Buddhist came 
to meet him at the very border of his territory’®. Escorted by the king’s son and state 
officers he then, after three more marches, reached the capital where another solemn reception 


^ See below, chap. xi. sec. v., and for illustrations 
Plate CV ; also Chavannes, Les Itvres chinois avant V invention 
dtt papier {J. asiai., 1905), p. 74. 

® See below, pp. 175 sqq., and for a list, Chavannes, 
Turcs occid., p. 375 (Index). 

’ On phonetic grounds Wei-ch'ih might well be accepted 
as a transcription of Vijaya. For characters read wei which 
reproduce Skr. vi, compare 1 \:y\cn,Mdlhode pour Iranscrire, &c: 
pp. 224 sq.; for example of eh'ih (jche) representing Skr._/;', 
je, dyd (probably pronounced jya), see ibid., pp. 201 sqq. 

It is not quite clear, from the account of the ‘ Life ’ as 
presented in Julien's translation (F/e de H.-Th., p. 281), 


whether the first meeting with the king took place at 
P'o-ch'ich-i (Po-h'a-i) which, as shown above, p. 117, may be 
looked for ne.ir Pialma and which is described (Vie, p. 279) 
as being Just ivithin the frontier of Yfl-t'ien, or at the border 
of the oasis proper, i. e. about Kum-rabiit-Padshahim. The 
point, of no great consequence, would be cleared up if we 
knew whether by ‘ the second day ’ at the end of which the 
pilgrim is said to have arrived within 40 li of the capital was 
meant the day next after the meeting or the second day of 
march from P'o-ch'ieh-i (Po-kia-i). Considering the distance 
from Pialma and Hslian-tsang’s preference for easy marches, 
the first supposition seems more likely. 
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awaited him. He was lodged in the convent of the Sarvastivadin School. The ‘Life’ tells us 
that he spent aitopther seven to eight months in Khotan, and that he awaited there the 
emperor T ai tsung s reply to the petition he had addressed to him through a merchant caravan 
for permission to re-enter China. 

To this long stay, no doubt, we owe the full and interesting account which the pilgrim’s 
hlemoirs furnish of the sacred sites of Khotan, its traditions and legends. lA^e shall have occasion 
hereafter to analyse it in detail, as the safest guide we possess to the topographia sacra of Khotan 
and its legendary lore. In the present place we can occupy ourselves only with the pilgrim’s 
genera] notice of the kingdom and its inhabitants which precedes that account. Though we 
have been obliged to discuss some of its characteristic passages in the preceding chapter, the 
interest attaching to this picture of Khotan as Hsiian-tsang saw it justifies the reproduction of 
the notice in full 

‘ The country is about 4,000 li in circuit ; the greater part is nothing but sand and gravel 
(i.e. an arid ivaste), the arable portion of the land is very contracted. The latter is suitable for 
the cultivation of cereals, and produces abundance of fruits. The manufactures are carpets, felts 
of fine quality, and fine-woven light silks. Moreover, it produces white and dark jade^=. The 
climate is soft and agreeable, but there are tornadoes which bring with them, clouds of dust. 
The manners and customs show a sense of propriety and justice. The inhabitants are mild by 
nature and respectful, they love to study literature, and distinguish themselves by their skill and 
industry. The people are easy-going, given to enjoyments, and live contented with their lot. 
Music is much practised in the country, and men love the song and the dance. Few of them 
wear garments of wool and fur; most dress in light silks and white cloth Their appearance 
is full of urbanity, their customs are well regulated. [They have chronicles] Their written 
characters [as well as their laws and literature] resemble the Indian modeH®; the forms have 
been somewhat modified, the differences, however, are slight. The spoken language differs from 
that of other territories. The law of Buddha is held in great esteem. There are about a hundred 
Sangharamas containing some five thousand monks, most of whom study the doctrine of ‘the 
Great Vehicle’^®. 

The preceding chapter has already shown us how accurately Hsiian-tsang’s statements agree 
with other early records, as well as with the observations of the present day, in all that relates 
to the natural features of the Khotan oasis and the character, customs, and industrial occupations 
of its inhabitants. For the remaining remarks of the notice archaeological evidence proves 
equally confirmatory. The manuscript finds at Dandan-Uiliq and other sites, whether of Sanskrit 
or indigenous texts, have demonstrated the correctness of what the pilgrim says about the 
writing of Khotan and the Indian basis of its literature. The numerous remains of Buddhist 


I follow Julien’s version, M^noires, ii, pp. 223 sq. 
(see also Vic, p. 2^8), taking the English wording as far as 
possible from Beal's reproduction Si-yu-ki, ii. p. 309. Com- 
pare also Rdmusat, Vilk de Khotan, pp. 35 sqq. 

Beal translates : ‘ white and green jade 
“ It is highly probable that by ‘the white cloth’ (‘drap 
blanc',JuUen; ‘while linen', Beal; 'lainc blanche ’.Rdmusat) 
is meant the tvhite cotton cloth or ‘Kham of Khotan, which 
is still the regular clothing material for the great mass of the 
people; see above, p. 134- 

“ This important passage is found only in R^musat’s 
rendering, VUk de Khotan, p. 37. 


” The words in brackets arc taken from Rdmusat's 
version; Julien omits them. Beal translates: ‘and their 
mode of forming their sentences.' 

“ Julien and Beal's translations make all monks of 
Ivliotan followers of the MahaySna; this cnor has been 
corrected by Dr. Franke, Sd.P.A.n\, Berlin, 1903, p. 742. 
The mention of the Sarvastivadin convent in HsOan-isang's 
‘Life' (FrV, p. 282), and the reference to the introduction of 
this school in the 'Annals of Li-yul' (Rockhill, Lift of the 
Buddha, p. 239), prove that the Hinayana was also represented 
at Khotan, though the MaliaySna system was, no doubt, in 
overwhelming preponderance. 
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shrines brought to light in the course of my explorations, and the relative ease with which the 
sacred sites mentioned by Hsiian-tsang can still be traced, illustrate in the same \vay the truth 
of all he has to say about BuTldhist worship In Khotan. 

Of the reigning king Hsiian-tsang tells us that he was extremely courageous and warlike. Kings of 
and greatly venerated the law of Buddha. Referring to the king’s claim to be descended from c^3'2-648An 
tlie god Vai^ravana, the pilgrim then proceeds to relate the legend of the first settlement of 
Khotan and of Kustana’s birth, which we have alread}^ analysed in detail. Neither Hsiian-tsang 
nor die Annals give us the name of the king ruling in 644. It thus remains doubtful whether 
he iras identical with one or other of the chiefs whose names are recorded for the years 632 
and 64S. At the earlier date the T'ang Annals mention an embassy from Wei-ch'ih Wu-mi, 
bringing presents to the imperial court, and note that this king was originally subject to the 
T'u-chiich (Western Turks)’". In 635, or, according to the Chiu T'ang shu, in 639 a. D., the same 
ruler sent his son, who was enrolled in the imperial guard After the subjugation of Kucha 
in 64S A. D., Fu-tu Hsin, the prince reigning at Khotan, felt intimidated, and sent his son with three 
hundred camels as an offering. The subsequent arrival at Khotan of a Chinese officer, Hsieh 
Wan-pei, with some light cavalrj', sufficed to induce the king to proceed himself to the imperial 
court to present his submission. The emperor Kao tsung, who had in the meantime ascended 
die throne (649 a.d.), bestowed honorary appointments in the imperial guards upon him and 
his son Shih-hu (Jabgu) Tien, and dismissed him with rich presents Embassies from Khotan 
are also mentioned for the j’ears 636, 642, 644, 645 a. d., but without the name of the king 
who sent them *°. 

In 648 or 649 A. D. Khotan was officially placed under the protectorate of An-hsi, then estab- Kliotan 
lished at Kucha, and thus became one of the ‘Four Garrisons ’ (including also Kucha, Kashgar, 
and Tokmak), which were to be controlled from that centre We have seen already with Garrisons’, 

reference to Kashgar that the Chinese administrative organization extending over the whole of 648/9 a. p. 
the Tarim Basin did not interfere with the rule of individual territories by local dynasties. 

This observation is borne out also by whatever historical notices we gather about Khotan during 
the period -while this Chinese protectorate lasted. 

The latter may be said to have been finally established in 659 a, d,, when the last remnants of 
the supremacy of tlie Western Turks were swept away by the imperial armies"". In the same 
year a Chinese force vanquished the Turkish chief Tu-man, who, at the head of the states of 
Kashgar, Chu-chii-po (Karghalik), and Ho-p'an-t'o (Sarikol), had revolted and attacked the 
kingdom of Yii-t'ien-^ Some years later another rebellion, in which the tribe of the Kung-yueh 
and the ruler of Kashgar appear to have been principally concerned, received support from the 
Tibetans. The latter then seem to have made their first attempts in the direction of Eastern 
Turkestan, and it is interesting to note that it was the king of Khotan who had to be succoured 
by Chinese troops from their attack in the year 665 The mention made on this occasion of 


” See Tttres occid., p. 126. According to the Tsf fuyttan 
htti (Chavannes, NoUs add. sur les Tcu-h'ue, p. 4 ; Vtlle de 
Khotan, p. 67), the gift consisted of a jade girdle. 

Turcs occid., p. 126, note 2. 

” Chavannes, lures occid., pp. 126, 178; Notes addit., 
p. 18. 

” Embassies in the first three years are quoted by the 
Pien i tien ( Ville de Khotan,'^'^. 67 sq.) from the Ts't fuyilan 
kuei, but M. Chavannes’ extracts from this encyclopaedia 


show a mission only for the year 645; comp. Notes addit., 
P- 13- 

See Turcs occid., pp. 118, 268; Notes addit., Tp. 19; also 
above, p. 60. 

” Compare Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 268; above, 
p. 60. 

See Turcs occid., p. 72. 

Turcs occid., p. 122, note. 
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a Chinese commandant of Yii-t'ien shows that the territory had already received an imperial 
garrison -®. ^ 

About the year 674-675 a.d. Fu-tu Hsiung, king of Khotan, is recorded to have personally paid 
homage at the Chinese court, accompanied by his sons, younger brothers, and high dignitaries. 
In return for services against the Tibetans, the emperor paid him the compliment of constituting 
his territory into the Government of P'us/ia l$li called after the god Vai^ravana (Fi-sha-men 
in Chinese transcription), and appointing him its governor. The Annals mention the division 
of the territory into ten districts, but unfortunately fail to give us their names’ll On the death 
of Wei-ch'ih Fu-tu Hsiung, his son Ching was placed on the throne by the Empress Wu in 
the year 691 An embassy from this ruler in the year 717, according to the Ts^/u yiian hid, 
brought as presents two horses trained for the game of polo, a wild camel of remarkable fleetness, 
and a leopard 

It must have been under his reign that the garrison town of ICan ^ belonging to 
Khotan, and three hundred li to the east of the capital, was, circ, 705-706 a. d,, raided with rich 
reward in plunder by the Turkish chief Ch'iieh-cho, as recorded in the biography of Kuo 
Yiian-chfin, then ‘Great Protector of An-hsi’"^ Far more serious, however, during the latter 
part of his reign must have been the danger to Khotan from the Tibetans. The latter are 
known from the Annals to have annually harassed the Chinese borders from 714 a. d. onwards; and 
in the interesting Chinese sgraffito of the Endere shrine, dated in the year 719, we have definite 
evidence that the inroads of these formidable adversaries e-xtended also to the confines of the 
protected state of Khotan In the same year an imperial decree bestowed upon Yti-t‘ien, as 
on the other three states then counted among the four garrisons (Kashgar, Kucha, Kara-shahr), 
the right of levjang duties from the merchants of the ‘Western Regions’ and of utilizing the 
proceeds for their own purposes 

A notice of the Tzu chih t'ung chien acquaints us with a Khotan king whose name does 
not appear in the T'ang Annals. It relates that Wei-ch'ih T'iao, who in secret alliance with the 
T'u-chUeh and other Hu tribes was preparing a revolt, was in 725 seized and executed by the 
Deputy Protector of An-hsi^". The successor, whom tlie latter is said to have nominated, was 
in all probability Wei-ch'ih Fu-shih-chan, whose brevet of investiture as king of Khotan, dated 
in the first month of the sixteenth year of tlie K'ai-yiian period (728 a. d.), is actually among 
the documents translated by M. Chavannes from the Ts'e fu yiian hiei^^. The brevet mentions 
at the head of tlie king’s official titles that of ‘ a-mo-chik ^ ^ of Yii-t ien . 

This title of a-mo-chih is of interest, as by it we find the ruler of Khoten designated in a 
Chinese document from Dandan-Uiliq dated 768 a. d. It appears also in a decree of the 
same year which bestowed the throne of Kashgar on An-chih, a-mo-chih of Su-Ie ® ^ 

Fu-shih-chan was succeeded by Fu-tu Ta, apparently about 73G a. d., as an imperial decree of 
that year records the grant of the title of princess to" his consort, the dame Chih-shih 
Wei-ch'ih Kuei, whom the Annals name as the next ruler of Khotan, must have succeeded 


® See Vilh it Khotan, p. 69. 

” See Chavannes, Tttres occii., p.127 > Kales addit,, p. 23. 

For the date, see Notes addit., p. 24. 

^ Compare Turcs ocetd., p. 127 ; Notes oddity p. 34. 

” See Turcs oecid., p. 185. This garrison town of Kan 
might possibly be identical with the Kan chou which the 
notice of Kao Chii-hui’s mission (938-94® a.».) mentions as 
a town east of YU-t'ien ; see R^musat, Ville de Khotan, p. 79. 
For a probable identification see below, chap. xui. sec. ii. 


»> Compare below, chap. xn. sec. ii.; Bushell, The early 
history of Tibet, p. 26. 

Ii/rcs oecid., p. It 4 ._ 

Tares oecid., pp. 82 note, 31 1. 

“ See Turcs oecid., pp. 127, 207. 

’* See below, chap. ix. sec. v.; Bao.tnXs, Report on C.-A. 
aniiqtniies, ii., p. 24. 

See Turcs occid., p. 208. 

” See- Turcs occid., p. 127; Notes addit., p. -56. 
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within a few years, for a similar decree in favour of his tvife is recorded for the year 740®''. 
Of Wei-ch'ih Kuci’s son and successor Shdng we possess somewliat fuller data, a special biography 
being devoted to him in the T ang Annals Wc learn from them that during the period 
T'ien-pao (742-755 a. d.) this Khotan ruler came to present offerings to the emperor and received 
from liim an imperial princess in marriage. After returning to his territory he helped Kao 
Hsien-chih to attack and \'anquish Sa-pi-po-hsien. In the latter M. Chavannes has recognized 
with good reason the chief of Little P*o-l(l or Gilgit-Yasin, against whom, as we have already 
seen, Kao Hsien-chih directed his famous campaign across the Pamirs in 747 a. d. In the latter 
year, as well as in 74S, embassies from Khotan with presents for the imperial court are recorded 
ShSng testified his attachment to the imperial house still further by leaving, in 756, his territory 
in order to support with five thousand horse the emperor Su tsung in his desperate struggle 
against the pretender An Lu-shan. Shih-hu (Jabgu) Yao, his younger brother, to whom he had 
entrusted the charge of his state, was in 760 appointed second in command of the ‘ Four 
Garrisons ’, with the task of carr)'ing on the government of the Khotan kingdom. 

Shfing himself died in China, while his brother was still ruling, about 786, when Wu-k‘ung 
passed through Khotan. The pilgrim's itinerary^ duly mentions him by the name of Wei-ch'ih 
Yao, and by his side the deputy-governor ChCng ChU, evidently a Chinese official The 
special interest of Wu-k*ung’s notice lies in the fact that it relates to the very close of the 
period of T'ang dominion in Eastern Turkestan. When sketching the history of this dominion 
in chapter in, we have already seen how the advance of the Tibetans east of the Tarim Basin 
had, during the last third of the eighth century, rendered more and more difficult the maintenance 
of Chinese authority by the officials and troops left behind in the 'Four Garrisons ' 

Wu-k'ung’s record and the Chinese documents brought to light from the ruins of Dandan- 
Uiliq, bearing dates from 768-790 A. D., afford valuable testimony to the fact that Chinese 
administrative influence made itself felt at Khotan to within a year of the date (790-791) 
when all conne-xion beriveen the empire and the ‘ Four Garrisons ’ was finally broken by the 
Tibetan occupation of Pei-t'ing (Beshbalik). We know that the direct route between the 
southern oases of the Tarim Basin and Kan-su had become closed long before through the 
advance of the Tibetans. A sidelight is thrown on the resulting insecurity of communication 
by a curious story which closes the notice of Yu-t'ien in the T'ang Annals. It relates how 
Chu Ju-yii, a palace official sent in 7S0 a. D. to Khotan to purchase jade articles for the 
emperor T6 tsung, was on the return journey robbed of his precious acquisitions by marauding 
Hui-ho (Uigurs) 


Section V.— LATER CHINESE RECORDS OF KHOTAN 


From the year 790-791 Chinese records cease to furnish any information on the region once 
comprised in the ‘Four Garrisons’ for nearly one and a half centuries. As the notice of the 
Posterior Tsin Annals to be discussed presently tells us, ‘the troubles which agitated China 


^ Turcs occid., p. 127 ; Notes addil,, p. 6r. The Annnis 
give the name of the princess as Ma\ the record of the 
Ts'e fu yuan kuei calls her Wei, perhaps an abbreviation of 
the royal family name. 

Turcs occid., p. 127, with note 4. 

8’ See above, pp. 8 sqq. 


Ville de Khotan, p. 71 ; Chavannes, Notes addit., p. 80. 
■" Sec Chavannes and S. Ldvi, L'ltMraire d’Oit-k’ong, 
p. 27. 

“ See above, pp. 63 sqq. 

“ See Rdmusat, Ville de Kholan, pp. 72 sq. 
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precluded even a tIioiip;ltt of the harbnrians in the four quarters of the world. Those even 
who [before] had never ceased to hii in relations with China, became barely known by name, 
and ttoihittg was learned of the commencement and etui of the reigns of their princes.’* We 
ktiow that Tibetan predomitinncc replaced Cliinesc control throughout the Tarim Basin from 
the close^ of the eighth cenltiry, but tlicre is nothing to give light as to the manner and extent 
in which it asserted itself generally, or how it affected Khotan. 

1 he rising power of the Uigurs appears from about 860 a.d, onwards to have gradually pressed 
the 'ribctans southwards, and to liavc established itself in their place in the north-eastern part 
of the Tarim Basin. But the kingdom founded by the Uiguns, with it.s main scat about Turfan 
and Urumchi, did not extend westwards beyond Kuchfi, aud certainly slopped short of the 
limits of Khotan". 'Fherc is nothing to indicate that the latter had lost its local dynasty 
during the jicriod of Tibetan ascendancy, and it is likely that the latter was checked and 
balanced to some extent by the activity of the I'urkish tribes holding the valleys and plateaus 
of the I 'ien-shan, whom the Cliinesc rule had controlled but never completely enfeebled. What- 
ever degree of independence Khotan retained during this period, it is certain tliat Tibetan 
encroachments succeeded in raising an effective barrier to any direct intercourse between its 
rulers and the Chinese court until the year 93S. 

It was then that the arrival of an embassy with presents from Khotan was again recorded 
by the Annalists of the ‘ I'ivc Dynasties’. In re.s{5onsc the emperor Kao tsu, of the Posterior 
Han Dynasty, granted to Li Shcng-t'icn, the ruler of Khotan, the title of king, and dispatched 
a mission composed of Chang K'uang-yeh, Kao ChU-hui, and some other officers, to notify to 
him this imperial favour. 'Phe account of this mission, as reproduced by the Pthi i tien, is 
a document of considerable geographical and historical interest ^ The detailed way in which 
the route followed through Kan-chou, Su-chou, Sha-chou, and then through the desert to the 
eastern confines of Khotan territory is there described, shows best, perhaps, how completely 
this great line of communication, once the high road from China to its Central Asian dominions, 
had fallen into oblivion during the preceding two centuries. This is not the place to examine 
the valuable topographical and ethnographic data which the report of Kao Ch(l-hui furnishes ^ 
It must suffice to mention that the mission from Ling-chon, on the Huang-ho, up to tlie frontiers 
of Yll-t'ien found cverjavhere from place to place Tibetan tribes and encampments, and the 
people of YU-l'icn engaged in a constant struggle against die libetans®. The great change 
which had t.aken place in the communications between China and Khotan since the time of the 
early T'angs is illustrated also by the time which tlie mission took to effect its object. Tvro 
years were spent on the journey to Khotan, and having started about the close of 93 ^ the 
party did not return until 942 a. o. *1 he slowness of this progress, due, no doubt, to unfavourable 
local conditions, will be appreciated if the fact is recalled that in 644-645 it had taken the 
messenger dispatclied by Hstian-tsang to the imperial court at Hsi-an-fu only seven or eight 

months to return to Khotan with the emperor’s reply’-. _ , • , j u 

It was, no doubt, the hope of securing help against the Tibetans which had induced the 
Khotan ruler to revive the old allegiance of his state to China. Accordingly, Chang K uang-yeh 


’ Compare Vilh de Khotan, p. 7^. 

' Compare Grenard, Mission D, de Rhins, ii. pp. 47, 49' 
’ Sec RiSmusat, Vide de Khotan, pp. 74 “®*- 
' For earlier analyses, compare Ritter, Asitn, i. pp. 212 
sqq. ; v. pp. 375 sqq.; Richthofen, China, i. p. 536. 

‘ Ville de Khotan, p. 81. 


' See Vide de Khotan, p. 75 - (The seventh year there 
named is, no doubt, that of the regnal period {936- 

944 A.n.), not the seventh year from the mission’s start as 
assumed by Richthofen, China, i. p. 53^0 
* See Vie de H.-T., pp. 285, 288. 
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and his companions were on tlieir arrival at Khotan at once met by Li ShCng-t'ien's demand 
for a treaty. Its conclusion explains the renewed presentations of tribute which are recorded 
for the next few decades, however limited the practical advantages which Khotan could derive 
from the distant empire. 

The report of die mission represents king Li Shdng-t'ien as wearing clothes and headdress 
resembling those used in China. His palace, called C/iin-/s'c-ficn, had all its structures facing 
eastwards, and among diem a pavilion called that of * the Seven Phoenixes We are next told 
of the grape wine of Yii-t'ien and of two other ‘wines’, violet and blue in colour, which Kao 
Chil-hui did not know the composition of, but found much to his taste. Rice prepared with 
honey, and millet cooked with cream were among the local dainties. The inhabitants wore 
clothes of linen and silk, and cultivated flowering trees in their gardens. They paid worship 
to the spirits, but most of all to Buddha. Li Sh£ng-t'ien in his palace was always surrounded 
by fifty monks wearing violet robes, Tlie year of his reign corresponding to 940 a. d. was 
designated as die 29th year T'ung-ch'ing — a remark which manifestly relates to the use of 
some local era. Neither this nor the names Yin c/toii, Lv c/toti, Met choit, noted as local 
designations for the south-eastern portion of his territory, can at present be elucidated 

The jade district was placed in the mountains 1,300 li to the south of Yii-dien, a location 
which would not be far wrong if the jade mines of the upper Kara-kash valley are meant. The 
statement that the Huang-ho rises in the Khotan mountains, is due to that piece of mythical 
geography still current in China, which supposes a subterraneous connexion between the Lop-Nor 
and the headwaters of the great river. Regarding the jade-carrying rivers of Khotan, we have 
a statement in which fiction and exact topography arc curiously mixed. One river coming from 
the jade mountains is said to divide itself at YU-t‘icn into three branches. The easternmost 
was called the river of White Jade, the one to the west the river of Green Jade, and the 
westernmost the river of Black Jade, each according to the colour of the jade it was supposed 
to carr}'. It is clear that we have in the first and the last designations the exact equivalents 
of the present Turk! river-names Yurung-kash and Kara-kash, while the second was manifestly 
applied to the eastern branch of the Kara-kash, now known as ‘ Yangi-Darya’ 

Another and evidently fuller extract from the report of the same mission, which Rdmusat 
has reproduced from the portion of the Pioi i lien containing ‘anecdotes on Yu-t'ien’, supple- 
ments the description of the jade river and its three branches by some interesting details 
We read there that the jade river rises in the Kun-Iun mountains, and after flowing westivards 
for 1,300 li enters the confines of YU-t'ien near ‘the mountain of the Ox-head’. The latter 
designation, as we shall see below, was borne by the Kohmarl Hill, the site of a famous 
sanctuary on the right bank of the Kara-kash where it enters the plains. The ‘river of White 
Jade’ is placed by this extract 30 li to tlie east of the city of YU-t'ien, the ‘Green Jade 
River’ 20 li to the west of the latter, and the ‘Black Jade River’ 7 li further to the west. 
The distances indicated prove to be remarkably exact if referred to Yotkan, and afford useful 
evidence for the location at the latter site of the ancient capital of Khotan. We are also told 
of the custom which precluded the people from searching for jade after the summer floods until 
the king in the autumn had personally visited the dry bed of the river and thus formally 
opened what was called ‘the jade harvest’. 

® The second part of those names may, perhaps, contain its modern name ‘ The New River ’, a respectable antiquity 
the Chinese term JJJ chou ‘city’. roust be claimed, see above, p. 171. 

’ For a reference to this river-bed, for which, in spite of ' Khotan, p. iiz. 
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In 942 a fresh envoy, the commander Liu Tsai-sh^ng, arrived from Khotan with presents 
among them jade pieces to the weight of a thousand pounds. Other embassies are recorded 
for the years 947 and 948 Li Sh^ng-t’ien was still reigning when three later tribute-bearing 
missions arrived from Khotan in the years 961, 965 and 966 In the case of the first we 
read of presents offered by Mo-ni, the spiritual councillor of the king, apart from the royal 
tribute. It is interesting to note, with regard to the assertion of the ecclesiastical element in 
these missions, that the embassy of 9^5> which brought specially rich presents in jade, horses, 
camels, &c., was accompanied by two Buddhist monks from Yu-Hen. The Chinese Buddhist 
pilgrim Tao-yvian also availed himself of this opportunity for regaining his native land after 
travels in the ‘Western Countries’. In 966 it was a son of Li Sh^ng-t'ien, called T^tsung, 
who presented the tribute of Yii-t'ien. 

In 969 the king Nan-tsung-ch'ang is named as the sender of a mission conducted by 
Chih-mo-shan, and accompanied by one of the Buddhist monks who had previously visited the 
imperial court. A magnificent piece of jade weighing not less than 237 pounds was to be 
offered to the emperor on condition of his sending some one to fetch it. In 971 it was again 
a Buddhist priest (Chi-hsiang) who brought a letter from the king of Khotan, offering to send 
in tribute a dancing elephant which he had captured in a war against the kingdom of 
Kashgar 

The mention of this war is the only indication w’e receive from Chinese sources of the 
great struggle which finally resulted in the conquest of Khotan by the Turkish rulers of 
Kashgar and its conversion to Islam. But though the Sung Annals are silent on the events 
which closed the epoch of Buddhist Khotan and fundamentally changed the cultural history of 
the territory, they help us indirectly to determine their chronological limits. The next notice 
furnished by the Pien i lien's extracts relates to an embassy from Yii-t'ien in the year 1009; 
and of this we read that it had been sent ‘by the king or hei-han of that territory', and that 
the ambassador bringing the tribute was a htti-hn, i. e., probably a Muhammadan Turk, called 
Lo-ssti-wen The title Hei-han used here is a transcription of the Turkish title Khakan 
(Khan) and, in conjunction with the nationality of the envoy, leaves no doubt as to the change 
which must have taken place since 971 in the race and religion of the rulers of Khotan’®. 

The conquest of Khotan for Islam plays a very prominent part in the legendary traditions 
still current throughout Eastern Turkestan. But unfortunately the strictly historical information 
to be gathered from Muhammadan sources about this important event is extremely scanty. 
Judging from the critical researches which M. Grenard has devoted to the elucidation of the 
history of the early Turkish dynasty of Kashgar’®, the accounts of Muhammadan historians 
appear to furnish only one definite fact, viz. that Khotan in 1006 was held by Yusuf Qadr 
Khan, a brother or cousin of Abu'I-Hasan Nasr Ilik Qara Khan, the then ruling head of the 
Turkish dynasty of Kashgar and Balasaghun. Of the manner in which the latter extended jts 
power to Khotan we are told nothing; but the mention of Yhsuf Qadr Khan is of value, for 
it proves that the legendary account to be found of this conquest in the Tadhkirah of Satok 
Boghra Khan, the first Muhammadan ruler of the family and the hero of popular tradition 
throughout Turkestan, does not altogether lack elements of historical truth. 


“ Vilh de Khoian, p. 82. 

Villi de Khoian, pp. 83 sqq. and p. 102 which shows 
Li Sheng-t'ien as the sender. 

” Villi de Khoian, p. 86. 

“ See Villi de Khoian, pp. 86 sq. 


The significance of the notice has been already pointed 
out by M. Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, it. p. 50 ; /, astai., 
1900, XV, p. 64. 

See his valuable paper Za ligende de Saiok Boghra 
Khan, in / asiaU, 1900, xv. pp. 1-79. 
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According to this text, of which M. Grenard has published an exhaustive analysis in the Traditions 
paper already quoted, the struggle with the infidels of Khotan commenced during the reign of 
Hasan Boghra Khan^'^. The latter corresponds to the historical Abu’l-Hasan Nasr, though the Buddhist 
legend represents him as a son of Satok Boghra Khan, while his real relation was that of Khotan. 
great-grandson^’*. The ruler of Khotan, who in the legend usually figures under the title 
of ‘Jagalu Khalkhalu of Machin’, together with Chuqtah Rashid and Nuqtah Rashid, chiefs or 
ministers of the same country, attacked Kashgar and were only repulsed after a severe siege. 

In the pursuit which followed, 'Ali Arslan Khan and other pious champions from Satok 
Boghra Khan’s race were slain by the infidels. Yarkand was then converted by the strength 
of the sacred word and joined the cause of Islam. Subsequently, while Hasan Boghra Khan 
was warring in Western Turkestan to re-establish thC' Faith there, Kashgar fell off from Islam. 

The Sultan then sent his brother Qadr Khan to Mada’in to implore the help of the Four 
Imams, and hastened back himself to retake Kashgar. He vanquished the infidels under 
Chuqtah Rashid and pursued them to Yangi-Hisar, but was himself killed there by Nuqtah 
Rashid. At this juncture Yusuf Qadr Khan appeared at Kashgar, with a great host of pious 

warriors sent by the Imams. The infidels retreated to Khotan, where Yusuf Qadr Khan 

attacked them with forty thousand men. After a siege of twenty-four years the city was taken 
and Jagalu Khalkhalu killed. Yusuf Qadr Khan is then said to have reigned in peace. But 
the story of the Four Imams, which is reproduced as a supplement to the legend, relates a fresh 
rising of the infidels at Khotan, in the course of which those four saints suffered martyrdom. 

In the end Qadr Khan returned with an army and accomplished the definite subjection of 
Khotan. 

Leaving aside all legendary details, we may safely assume with M. Grenard that the account Historical 

given in the Tadhkirah indicates a long and difficult contest on the part of Hasan Boghra Khan about 

® X • o conoucst of 

(Abu’l-Hasan Nasr) with the Buddhist kingdom of Khotan. The Kashgar ruler had attained Khotan. 

the throne in 993 a. d., and his struggle with Khotan was probably, as M. Grenard suggests, the 

cause why he delayed until 999 to assert by force his claims to the Trans-Oxus provinces of 

the Samanide empire which had long been awaiting disruption The final conquest of Khotan, 

effected under Sultan Abu’l-Hasan ’s orders by his brother or cousin Yusuf Qadr Khan, may 

well have taken place immediately after the success obtained in Western Turkestan towards the 

year 1000, the date actually indicated by the Tadhkirah of the Four Imams In 1007 Yusuf 

Qadr Khan assisted his kinsman with forces brought from the newly conquered parts of Eastern 

Turkestan in the disastrous battle fought against Mahmud of Ghazni near Balkh. It is on this 

occasion that his lordship over Khotan is distinctly mentioned by the Arab historians 

In the absence of all definite indications, we are reduced to conjecture- as to the particular Severity of 
historical causes which seem to have made the extension of Turkish rule and of Islam over 
Khotan a specially arduous undertaking. It is possible that a war of conquest, commenced, no 
doubt, in the first instance mainly from dynastic motives®^, developed into a religious struggle 
in which Khotan may have received aid from its Buddhist neighbours on both the south and 
the east. Tibet itself, though no longer a well-organized aggressive power, may in face of a 


See Grenard, loc. cit., pp. 12 sqq. 

” Compare Grenard, loc. cit, p. 50. 

” See Grenard, loc. cit, p. 67. 

“ See Grenard, loc. cit., p. 68.. 

Compare the texts of Al-'Utbl and Ibn-al-AthTr quoted 
by Grenard, loc. cit, p. 69. 

^ Abu’l-Hasan Nasr, in a letter addressed to Sabuktagln 


of Ghazni about 996 (see Grenard, p. 55), claims to seek 
for glory alone in fighting the infidels. But the purely 
dynastic aims which guided this champion of Islam and his 
more famous ancestor Satok Boghra Khan in their policy of 
aggression have been well exposed by M. Grenard ; see loc. 
cit, pp. 41 sqq., 63. 
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common danger have supported its old adversary through the chiefs of apparently Turkish race 
established in Ladak and other Western portions of its territory jhe possibility of help 
from the powerful Uigur kingdom, which retained its Buddhism for centuries later and was the 
hereditary enemy of the Khans of Balasaghun, is not to be ignored altogether; and, finally, 
inherited wealth and the great natural resources of the Khotan region may well have enabled 
its rulers to organize a strenuous resistance by means of mercenary forces, however unwarlike 
the population actually cultivating the oasis is always likely to have been. 

In the face of such obscurity as hides from our view the internal condition of the kingdom 
and its political relations during the two centuries preceding the introduction of Islam, we must 
rest content with two observations. In the first place, it is evident that the frequent missions 
to the Chinese court from 938 onwards, with their rich offers of tribute, may be attributed to 
the need felt for protection against a growing external danger. In the second place, the 
repeated appearance of Buddhist ecclesiastics in these missions lends support to the belief that 
the Buddhist church was then an important political factor in the state and, perhaps, one which 
largely helped to make resistance against Muhammadan aggression the more determined and 
effective. 

For Khotan, which had undergone the influences of Indian culture and of Buddhism longer 
than probably any part of Central Asia, and where transplanted elements of Chinese civilization, 
too, seem to have found a more congenial soil than elsewhere in the ‘Western Regions’*®*, the 
Muhammadan conquest must have signified a thorough break in the continuity of historical 
development No records of any kind help us to realize its immediate effects upon the condition 
and social organization of the people. But there can be no doubt that the change must have 
meant the loss of much that had once given importance to the small state at the foot of the 
Kun-lun. 

It still retained the advantages of its position on a great route between China and the 
West, and efforts to utilize these for trade purposes may account to a great extent for 
the frequent references which the Sung Annals make to embassies from Khotan during the 
eleventh century. Already in the notice of the ‘tribute’ offered from Yti-t'ien in 1025 articles 
are enumerated which manifestly were introduced merely as objects of commerce The rich 
counter-presents accorded for such articles as were accepted by the emperor, and the manifold 
privileges enjoyed by the envoys during their stay in China, formed undoubtedly the main 
inducement for the frequent visits of such embassies. From the period 1068—1077 they are 
said to have become so numerous that not a year passed without their arrival, sometimes even 
twice in the same year; but the same notice also plainly shows that these so-called embassies 
were often in reality little more than mercantile ventures They are represented as coming 
often without any credentials ; they openly brought goods for sale in the markets of the empire 
and realized large profits. As their entertainment at public expense and the free transport of 


^ M. Grenard (loc. cit., pp. 64 sqq.) seems inclined to 
assume that Khotan in the tenth century had passed under 
the sovereignty of a Turkish dynasty established in Ladak. 
But the few scattered notices of Muhammadan geographers 
on which this opinion is based are far too hazy to permit of 
sound historical conclusions. The passages of Mas'Qdi and 
IdrlsT which may possibly relate to Khotan only show how 
very vague Muhammadan knowledge of those regions was. 
In view of this a reference to Khotan as a part of Tibet 
proves little or nothing. The application of the term ' Turk ’ 


by Al-Berunl to the chiefs of the valleys north and north-east 
of Kashmir can also not be relied on veiy' far. For the 
vague use of the term and the utter inadequacy of early 
Muhammadan knowledge about Khotan and Tibet, compare 
Richthofen, CAtna, i. pp. 565 sq. 

The designation of Khotan as ‘ Chin-u-Machin ’ (see 
above) has its significance. 

See Rdmusat, Fi'Ue de Kholan, p. 90. 

» Ibid., pp. 92 sqq. 
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their t^oods imposed a recurring strain on the population, an imperial decree is recorded in 107S 
restricting admission to the empire to duly accredited missions. 

The c.\trcmcly varied list of goods which this last notice enumerates among tlic usual 
Yti-t'ien ‘tribute’ is of interest as sliowing how many articles from the Far West tlien found 
their way to China through the commercial mediation of Khotan. Wlicthcr the trade relations 
thus renewed continued unbroken after the close of the Sung period (1126 a. d.), and the invasion 
of Eastern Turkestan by the Kara-Khitai which almost coincided with it, docs not appear from 
the Chinese records so far rendered accessible Nothing is known to us of Khotan during 
the period (circ. 1125-120S), when the Kara-Khitai held sway over Eastern Turkestan. Buddhists 
though they were, there is no evidence to show that their rule impaired the position which a 
centurj' and a quarter of zealous repression must have created for Islam at Khotan. From 
121S Eastern Turkestan became part of Chingiz Kh.aii’s Mongol Empire, and Khotan may be 
assumed to have benefited by the facilities for trade intercourse which the vast c.xtcnt of this 
empire created. 

When Marco Polo visited Khotan on his way to China, between the j'cars 1271 and 1275, 
the people of the oasis were flourishing, as the Venetian’s previously quoted account shows 
His description of the territories further cast, Pcin, Chcrchcn and Lop, which he passed through 
before crossing 'the Great Desert* to Sha-chou, leaves no doubt that the route from Khotan 
into Kan-su was in his time a regular caravan road. Marco Polo found the people of Khotan 
‘all worshippers of Mahommet’ and the territory subject to ‘the Great Kaan’, i. e. Kublai, 
whom by that time almost the whole of the Middle kingdom acknowledged as emperor. While 
the neighbouring Yarkand owed allegiance to Kaidu, the ruler of the Chagatai dominion, 
Khotan had thus once more renewed its old historical connc.xion with China. 

The ampler flow of Muhammadan records may, perhaps, render it possible to trace some 
details of Khotan history during the troubled times of the fourteenth century, which saw the 
power of the successors of Kublai in China waning and Turkestrm divided between ttvo lines 
of the house of Chagatai. But this period and those following lie far beyond the scope of our 
historical sketch. W’c may, therefore, close with a brief reference to the Notice of Yu-t'icn in 
the Idling Annals, the last of those e.xtractcd in the A’/V;/ i The record there given of 

some ‘embassies' from YU-t'icn, which arrived during the years 1420-1424, is of interest on 
account of the unreserved c.xposition of their true character as commercial ventures -k The 
remarks imply that after a period of interruption the trade of the West towards China was once 
more resuming its ancient channel through Khotan. How long this revived use of the old route 
lasted we do not know. But we can still discern, perhaps, the probable cause which had led trade 
back to it. In 1421 the imperial court had been visited by an embassy, this time not a sham 
one, from Shah Rukh, the Moghul prince of Herat. When this mission, briefly referred to also 
in the Ming Notice, was travelling homewards in 1422, the ambassadors, on account of troubles 


■' The Pieii I lien furnislics no extmct.s on YU-i'icn for 
the periods of tlie Southern Sungs and the YUan or Mongol 
Dynasty. 

“ See above, pp. 139 sq.; Yule, Marco Polo, i. p. 188. 

” See Rdmusat, ViUe de Khotan, pp. 100 sqq. ; the notice 
is also translated by Bretschneider, Mediaaial Rtsearchts, ii. 
pp. 246 sqq. 

” ‘Those foreigners are very fond of Chinese pro- 
ductions, especially silk, and derive benefit from exchanging 
them with goods they bring from their countries. Thus the 


foreign merchants were in the habit of coming to Ciiina 
under the false pretext of carrying tribute. They brought 
with them camels, horses, jade, and other things. When 
they had entered China, the government provided them with 
boats and carts to travel by rivers or by land ’, &c. ; see 
Bretschneider, loc. clt., p. 247. For GoCz' description of the 
organization of these sliam embassies which proceeded to 
Peking from Ccntr.al Asia in his own time, comp. Yule, 
Cathay, ii. pp. 564, 582. 
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in Mongolia, as their original relation tells us, took the unfrequented southern route which led 
them through the desert to Khotan In Goez’ time, however, the jade of Khotan no longer 
reached China by the direct route, but through Yarkand and along the foot of the T'ien-shan ; 
and down to the present day that once frequented road via Lop-Nor and the desert to Sha-chou 
has remained practically unknown to the indigenous trader and the Chinese administration 
alike 


See Yule, Cathay, i. p, ccxi. 

M. Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, p. 170, gives an 
interesting account of the efforts made in 1893 by an enter- 
prising Amban of Keriya to rediscover the ancient route 
leading from Lop-Nor to Sha-chou and to facilitate travel 
between Keriya and Lop-Nor. Traffic is still extremely 


scanty from Keriya to Chaklik, the small Chinese station 
in the Lop-Nor region. The route through the desert 
beyond to Sha-chou does not appear to have been followed 
in modern times by any traveller except J, hlartin, who died 
without leaving an account of it beyond the few notes which 
M. Grenard recorded from his mouth. 



CHAPTER VIII 

ANCIENT SITES OF THE KHOTAN OASIS 

Section I.— THE HILL OF GOSRNGA 

My archaeological inquiries and explorations in the Kliotan region, tlie account of which 
may now be resumed, were in the first place directed totrards the identification of those ancient 
sites within the oasis, of which some notice is to be found in the records discussed in the pre- 
ceding chapter. All tliese sites, including that of the ancient capital, belong to the iopographia 
sacra of Kliotan, and consequently it is natural that HsUan-tsang should prove our principal 
and most reliable guide for their location. 

It was no small adrantage that I was able to commence my survey of the sites described 
by the pilgrim from a point, the identity of which was from the first placed beyond all doubt 
by unmistakable natural features. M. Grenard had already recognized that HsUan-tsang’s Hill of 
Go^rnga, with its sacred cave and shrine, situated to the south-west of die capital, could be no other 
dian the Kohmarl hill which rises above the Kara-kash river near the extreme south-west of 
the oasis, and in its conglomerate cliffs contains a small cave held sacred to this day as a Ziaratk 
My surveying expedition into the Kun-lun range south of Kliotan, for which I had been obliged 
to set out within a few days after my first arrival®, had by the iith of November, 1900, brought 
me down to Ujat, where die valley of the Kara-kash debouches into the fertile plain of 
the oasis. I could not have desired a more appropriate place from which to start my archaeo- 
logical survi^ey of the oasis ; and the fatigues resulting from the trying mountain journey just 
completed did not keep me from visiting on the next day the neighbouring hill of Kohmari. 

Hsiian-tsang's Memoirs tell us that ' to the south-west of the capital about twenty li or so 
is Mount Ch'ii-shih-ling-ch'ieh (or Goirnga, meaning in Chinese ‘‘the cow’s horn")®. This hill 
has two peaks, steeply scarped and very pointed. In the valley w'hich separates them *, there 
has been built a convent ; in this is placed a statue of Buddha which constantly spreads around 
a brilliant light. In ancient days Tathagata came to this spot and delivered a concise digest 
of the Law for the benefit of the gods. He prophesied that in this country there would be 
founded a kingdom, and that its inhabitants would respect and honour his Law and zealously 
follow the doctrine of the Great Vehicle’. 

' See Grenard, Mission D, de Rhins, iii. pp. 14 2 sqq. 

® For an account of this expedition, rapid and difficult, 
but amply rewarded by geographical results, see Ruins of 
Kholan, pp. 206-43. 

’ See Mimoires, ii. pp. 229 sqq.; Si-ytt-ki, transl. Beal, 

P- 3*3. I follow Julien’s version except where othenvise 
indicated, 

The meaning of the Sanskrit Goirhga is given in a note 
of the original by niu-chio ^ ; tiiu can mean both ox 
or cow. The latter translation is adopted in the name, in 
accordance with S. L6vi’s rendering, see below, p. 186. 

B b 


* I have reproduced above the translation given by 
Rdmusat {Fi/ie de Khotan, p. 43) w’hich appears to come 
nearest to a description of the actual features of the locality 
meant. Julien translates ' II est surmontd de deux pics, et, 
de quatre c6tds, il est comme tailld k angles droits. Entre la 
vallde et les flancs de cette montagne, on a construit un 
convent, &c.’ Beal has: ‘there are two peaks to this 
mountain, and around these peaks there are on each side 
a connected line of hills. In one of these valleys there has 
been built a Sahghdrdma, &c.’ It would seem that the 
wording of the original text presents some ambiguity. 
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In the scarp of the Cows Horn (Gosmga) hill there is a dwelling carved in the rock® 
where there is an Arhat plunged in the ecstasy which destroys thought;. he awaits the coming 
of Maitreya Buddha. During several centuries constant homage had been paid to him. In 
recent times the rocks ® have fallen in and obstructed the entrance. The king of the counm- 
sent soldiers to remove the fallen rocks, but swarms of black wasps attacked the men with 
poisonous stings. Hence to the present day the rock entrance has remained closed’. 

Hsuan-tsangs reference to the prophecy which Buddha was believed to have made on 
Mount Godrhga about the future foundation of Khotan and its attachment to the Law has 
enabled Mr. Rockhill to recognize in this sacred site the Goslrsa mountain, where the legend 
recorded by the Tibetan ‘Annals of Li-yul’ makes Buddha stay for seven days on his visit 
to the lake of Li-ynil and predict its future conversion into the land of Khotan The designation 
of Goilj'sa (cow’s head) mountain, which this Tibetan legend gives to the site, is close enough 
to the Gospiga of Hsuan-tsang’s text, and we find distinct mention in the ‘Annals of Li-yul’ 
of a temple and monastery at the site. In the passage relating the prediction, the Blessed One 
is said to have ‘remained for seven days for the weal of mankind in the temple to the left- 
hand side of the great figure on the Go^ircha mountain, where there is now a little tchaitj^ ’ ®. 
We read subsequently, in the account of Vijayavirya’s reign, that ‘ this king built on the Oxhead 
mountain {GoftrcAa), the Hgen-to-shan vihara’®. 

The identity of the sacred hill thus variously designated as Mount Go^rhga and GoSirsa 
is now fortunately established with certainty through some interesting passages which M. Sylvain 
Ldvi has recently brought to light from Chinese and Tibetan sources, and at the same time 
interpreted udth critical accuracy. The Chinese translation of the Suryagarbha-sutra made , by 
Narendraya^as between the years 589 and 619 A.D., in a list of holy spots {plllui) sanctified 
by the presence of a Bodhisattva, mentions the residence and Caitya of the saint Chil-ino-so-(o 
Jisiang ^ ^ ^ or Gomasalagandha, near Mount Niu-t'ou (Oxhead : GoSirsa), on the 

steeply-scarped bank of the river in Yii-t'ien In the Tibetan version of ,this text the same 
passage is reproduced thus; ‘In the Kha- 4 a country, at the place of “the Earth’s breast" 
(Saz-nu-ma, i.e. Kustana), on the mountainous bank of the GomaQ, close to Mount “Cow’s 
Horn” {Glah-Z'Zi, i.e. Go^rhga), there resides Go-ma-sa-la Gandha’^k A comparison of the 
two versions leaves no doubt as to the application of the names Goirhga and 'Cow’s Head' 
to the same sacred hill, and further supplies a valuable indication by placing the saint s residence 
on the steep bank of the river called Gomatl. 

W^e find another reference to this river, which clearly corresponds to the Kara-kash, 
coupled "with Mount Go^rrsa in a passage of the Yin-i, a Buddhist exegetical ivork composed 
during the eighth to ninth century’®. In a brief notice on Yii-t'ien, to which we shall have again to 


* R^musat’s , ' Sur I’escarpement da mont ’ suits the actual 
locality better than Julien’s (and Beal’s) ‘Dansles cavemesdu 
mont The expression rendered by Julien’s ‘ une chambre 
creus^e dans le roc’ and Beal’s ‘great rock-dwelling’, is 
manifestly the same as the one which HsQan-tsang regularly 
uses for the designation of natural caves, and which in 
Julien’s version usually appears as ‘ grande maison en pierre' ; 
comp. e.g. the descriptions of the sacred caves near Rajgir 
(Rajagrha, in Bihar) Jif/mofres, ii. pp. 14 sq-, 27, 3 ®. 
with my notes on these caves in Ind. Anl., 1901, pp. 57 sqq. 

‘ Julien : ‘ les bords de ' la montagne ’ ; Rdrausat, ‘ les 
roches which are manifestly what is meant. 


‘ See above, pp. 159 sq.; Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, 
pp. 232 sq. 

' The form Gcpfcha used here is manifestly only an 
imperfect transcription of Skr. Gosirsa ‘ cow s head . 

’ See Rockhill, loc. ciL, p. 238. According to a com- 
munication from Mr. Thomas, the correct form of the name 
as given in the text is HgehuJoJan. The original ^permits 
equally of the rendering of the name by ‘ Cow s head 
mountain ’. See also App. E. 

"> Compare S. Ldvi, Notes chinoises sur VInde, iv. pp. 3 I, 40 - 

" See S. Ldvi, loc. cit., iv. p. 40. 

Compare S. Ldri, loc. di., p. 39. 
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refer, this text states: 'In the territory of this kingdom there is Mount Cow’s Head 
(Go^irsa). A divine spirit from time to time comes to this mountain and resides there; tliis 
mountain has a jade river; ordinarily the river brings down in its bed splendid jade. Tlie 
king of the territor)' collects these stones regularly and comes to offer them from afar to the 
Eastern court’ This passage makes it quite clear that the * montagne de la 'I'Cte de Bceuf’, 
which in an extract from the report of the Chinese mission of 03S A.n., reproduced by R( 5 musat 
and quoted above, is placed at the point where the jade river reaches the confines of YU-t'ien, 
is no other than HsUan-tsang’s Mount Go^rhga”. 

A description of the hill of Kohmarl and its Ziarat will best show how closely their position Ilill of 
and character agree with all the indications furnished by the Chinese and Tibetan notices just bobrnSn. 
reviewed. Opposite to the large village of Ujat, famous for its grapes, there rises immediately 
above the eastern bank of the Kani-k.ash a bluff conglomerate ridge to a height of about 250 
feet above tlic river-bed. It forms the last offshoot of a detritus-covered spur descending 
towards tlic plain from the eroded range which separates the Kara-kHsh and Yurung-kash valleys 
wliere they approach the Khotan oasis. The part of the ridge known as Kohmarl falls off 
towards the river witlt an almost vertical cliff face. In order to reach its top I had first to 
cross the gravel-filled bed of the Kara-k:"ish, here about a mile broad, but drj' at the time of 
my visit except for a few small channels, in a south-cnsternly direction to just below the little 
village of Nussia. Here the river face of the ridge is less steep, showing on its surface 
mostly gravel and loose stones, and a rough road ascends its slope in the direction of Kohmarl. 

From the top, where the precipitous portion of the ridge is reached, the track turns eastwards 
for a short distance and then winds between dune-like hillocks of gravel back to the brink of 
the cliff. 

Close to the latter there lies, on a kind of saddle between two low hillocks of gravel, the Mni-irof 
hlazar which is worshipped ns the resting-place of a .saint popularly known as ' Khoja Malieb 
KhOjam’’^ His supposed tomb is marked by a stone-heap about five feet high, enclosed by 
a rough wooden fence and surmounted by the usual bundle of staffs with flags, pieces of cloth, 
yak-tails, and similar ex-votos of the pious The tomb is faced on the north by a low wooden 
mosque widi a verandah, built, I was told, in the reign of YaqQb Bug. A path descending the 
west face of the cliff to about fifty feet below the top leads to a narrow terrace, which forms 
the approach to the small cave held sacred as tlie supposed residence of the saint. The 
terrace is partly artificial, resting on rough walls which have been built out with nibble taken 
from tlie conglomerate. Most of the space thus gained is occupied by a low wooden structure 
built against the cliff, which serves for the accommodation of the ‘ Shaikhs ' or hereditary 
attendants of tlie shrine. 

Immediately to tlie south of this structure lies the entrance to the cave. It is reached Sacred me 
by a rough wooden ladder, as seen in the photograph (Fig. 25). The cave, which may, 
perhaps, be due in part to artificial excavation, consists of two stories. The lower one runs 
from north-west to south-east, with a total length of about 39 feet. It slopes slightly upwards 
from the entrance and keeps an average height of from S to 10 feet, except in the 
innermost recess, which is much lower, but has a funnel-like opening on the top to a total 
height of 10 feet. The greatest width is about 14 feet. From this story a rough ladder leads 
to a small upper chamber, which communicates with the story below by means of four holes 


” See Rdmusat, VilU de Khotan, p. ri 2 , and above 
P-179- 


" Muliibb Khw.aja is evidently the correct form of the 
name intended. See Fig. 24 . 
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is only about 13 feet long, with a greatest 
width of 8 feet Its height is not more than 4-5 feet, except where a narrow fissurf leads 
through the rock upwards to a height of about 15 feet. The end of this fissure, which can 
be scaled with some trouble, was visible by the light of a candle. The upper story of the 

cave is shunned by the common people, who fear to ascend into its darkness, but no special 
sanctity attaches to it. ^ 

The walls of the cave show everywhere the natural conglomerate, with its well-rounded 
pebbles closely packed and varying in size up to one foot or more in diameter. A hard crust 
of black soot covers the wall surfaces throughout. The legend ascribes the black colour of 
the walls to the smoke with which the infidels are supposed to have here killed the saint. 
But in reality it is manifestly a result of the fires which the pilgrims who come to sit and 
pray in the cave are wont to light in winter to keep themselves warm. Beneath a thin layer 
of dust and ashes which I had cleared out, the bottom of the cave proved to consist of hard 
pebbles firmly embedded. 

I examined the interior of the cave with particular care, as the report furnished to 
MM. Dutreuil de Rhins and Grenard represented it as the find-place of an ancient KharosthI 
MS. of the Dhammapada on birch-bark, fragments of which were acquired by them in 
1892 and published by M. Senart five years later The publication of this eminent savant 
makes it unnecessary to point out here in detail the importance of this find, since known as 
the Dutreuil de Rhins MS,, from both the palaeographical and philological points of view. 
Whether written in India or outside it, these fragments certainly constitute the oldest MS. so 
far known of an Indian literary product. M, Grenard’s account shows that the leaves were 
delivered to him and his companion on two successive visits to the locality by natives who 
professed to have found them with some other antiques (a bowl of well-finished pottery and a 
small figure carved in wood and enclosed in a casket) inside the grotto. Neither to M. Dutreuil 
de Rhins, who first visited the place and received some fragments, nor to M. Grenard, who 
about a month later secured what he believed to be the rest of the find, was the exact spot 
of discovery shown. The men who sold the precious leaves to the French travellers appear 
to have hindered them from a personal inspection of the cave by alleging religious objections. 
They certainly took care to hide the fact that a larger portion of the fragments had been sold 
by them to agents of the late M. Petrowsky, Russian Consul General at Kashgar, through 
whose mediation it subsequently reached St. Petersburg. 

Though the visit of the French explorers was still remembered by the Shaikhs, nothing 
was known to them or the villagers of the alleged discovery in the cave, ^ On the otlier hand 
I found the guardians of the sacred spot ready enough, for a consideration, to show me the 
cave, including its mysterious recesses. The careful examination I was thus able to make of 
the whole interior did not reveal any spot where the objects described by M. Grenard could 
have Iain effectively hidden for centuries. There were no traces of any recent opening visible 
anywhere in the rock walls, though the coating of old soot would have easily revealed such ; 
nor could the thin layer of dust and ashes above the hard rock at the bottom have covered 
and preserved such bulky articles as a bowl and casket. These considerations make it distinctly 
improbable that the antiquarian relics now in Paris and St Petersburg were acmally discovered 
within the cave. They may have been found in the vicinity and the cave indicated as the 


Compare Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, pp. 142 sqq.; 
Senart, Les Fragments Dutreuil de Rhins, J. asiai., i8g8, 


Sept.-Oct.; for earlier notices see Comptes rendus de t Aeade’mie 
des inscriptions, IV® s&ie, t. xxv. pp. agi sqq. 
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place of ■ discovery merely to obviate further search by the travellers. . Not having been able 
to ascertain either from the published accounts or by my inquiries at Khotan the names of 
those who supplied the relics, I had no means of following up the matter further. I hence 
fear that, as in the case of so many remains acquired through native agency in this region, 
the question as to the true origin of the Dutreuil de Rhins MS. must ever remain 
undecided. 

The uncertainty about this find cannot detract from the archaeological interest of the site ; Kohmari 
for every feature proves the identity of the latter with the Mount Go^rnga or Go^irsa of our 
Chinese and Tibetan records. The position occupied by the present Mazar of Kohmari, on Gosrnga. 
the top of a hill rising precipitously above the bank of the Kara-kash just where it reaches the 
Khotan oasis, agrees accurately with all topographical indications in the notices of the Hsi-yii-chi 
and other texts above quoted. The south-westerly bearing from the Khotan capital which 
Hsiian-tsang mentions for Mount Gosrnga, coupled with the fact that this capital is plainly 
described by successive notices of the Chinese Annals as situated between the Yurung-kash 
and the Kara-kash, necessarily places the sacred hill by the banks of the latter. The short 
distance from the capital, 20 li, named by the Hsi-yii~chi shows unmistakably that the hill 
must have been at the very edge of the oasis. Now there is no eminence on the banks of 
the Kara-kash lower down than Kohmari, nor, for a considerable distance higher up, any which 
comes quite close to the river bank and rises precipitously above it. From Popuna downwards 
to its debouchure at Ujat the river is flanked either by cultivated flats or else by gravel slopes 
of a very easy gradient, except just at Kohmari. 

The existence in the steep scarp of this hill, i.e. in the very position described by Local 
Hsiian-tsang, of a cave venerated to the present day as the abode of a saint completes the 
evidence in conclusive fashion. In the narrow fissure running into the rock from the upper onKohmsri. 
story of the cave we may safely recognize the passage which in the legend related to the pilgrim 
is represented as having been blocked by fallen rocks and thus having hidden the Arhat The 
tenacity of local worship is proved once more by the tradition which has substituted for 
Gomasalagandha, the Buddhist saint once w^orshipped here, a Muhammadan martyr of the Faith. 

The alleged resting-place of the latter on the top of the ridge, between two small hillocks, may 
well occupy the place of the convent and Caitya which, according to the testimony of the 
Hsi-yii-chi and Suryagarbha-sutra, we must suppose to have stood on Mount Gosrnga. 

The shrine and cave of Kohmari still form a favourite place of pilgrimage for the faithful 
of Khotan, and the well-fed, contented look of its Shaikhs shows that their income derived 
from pious offerings is substantial. The intercession of holy ‘ Maheb Khojam ’ is believed to 
be particularly efficacious when the low state of the rivers makes the cultivators of certain 
tracts fear inadequate irrigation and consequent failure of crops. On this account quasi-official 
recognition, in the form of a liberal offering from the Amban Pan Darin, was said to have 
been recently accorded to the shrine. Is it possible that this belief in a connexion between 
worship at Kohmari and the supply of flood-water in the rivers had its distant origin in the 


” It is scarcely necessary to point out that it was 
manifestly the existence of such a natural fissure, suggesting 
access to some mysterious inner space impassable beyond 
a short distance, which originated the legend. We meet with 
a similar piece of folklore in Hsiian-tsang’s account of the 
sacred cave near Faslivana in the vicinity of ancient 
Riijagrha or Rajgir in South Bihar, which I have identified 


with the Rajpind cave close to the present Jethian (see my 
‘Notes on an archaeological tour in South Bihar', Ltd. An/., 
1901, p. 65). A high fissure running upwards from a corner 
of this cave was supposed to have once given access to the 
magic city of the Asuras (comp. Alemot'res de H.-Th., ii. 
pp. 14 sq.). 
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legend which, as rehted by the 'Annals of Li-ynl', made Buddha symbolise at this spot the 
future draining of the waters covering Khotan ? ^ 

In conclusion, the name now borne by the hill deserves brief notice. As pronounced bv 
the^ people it sounds Korjiart, but the written form adopted for it in the short Tadhkirah of the 
shrine and probably elsewhere is Kohmari. According to a statement of M. Grenard, Kohmari 
IS interpreted to mean ‘the snake of the mountain’ — evidently a 'popular etymology’ which 
takes the Persian koh ‘mountain’ and mar ‘snake’ for its foundation, without troubling 

Itself about the non- Persian form of the supposed compound, M. S. Ldvi ingeniously recognized 
m this etymology, whether true or not, a reminiscence of the Grhapati (Chi-li-ho-po-ti) Naga 
W'hom the^ Suryagarbha-sutra names as inhabiting the site^®. I am unable to express any 
definite opinion as to the real derivation of the name, except that it manifestly belongs to that 
extensive portion of the local nomenclature of Khotan which is of pre-TurkI origin. If it were- 
shown that the Eastern Iranian tongue once current in Khotan possessed the phonetic equivalents 
of Persian kdh and mar, the notice of the Suryagarbha-sutra would permit us to hazard the 
conjecture that the name originally meant ‘the hill of the snake (i.e. Naga)’. 


Section II.— THE CULTURE-STRATA OF YOTKAN 


Apart from Mount Go^rhga, the position of which was indicated by unmistakable natural 
features, no attempt could be made to locate any of the other ancient sites of the Khotan oasis 
mentioned in our texts without previously determining the position of the ancient capital, for it 
is invariably with reference to the latter that HsUan-tsang records those bearings and distances 
which alone can now guide us to the identification of minor sites. We have seen above that, 
according to the Hsi-yii-chi, Mount Go^rnga lay 20 li to the south-west of the capital, and that 
various notices of the Chinese Annals placed the latter between the Yurung-kash and the ^ 
Kara-kash rivers. These data would not by themselves have sufficed for an exact location of 
the site had not a fortunate chance in recent times brought to light ample archaeological 
evidence which supplements them and removes all doubt. 

To M. Grenard belongs the merit of having first clearly recognized' that the little village 
of Yotkan in the Borazan canton, which had furnished a constant supply of antiques, such as 
ancient pottery, coins, gems, &c., to Khotan traders, as well as to previous European travellers, 
stands on ground once occupied by the ancient capital A steady flow of antiques from 
Yotkan has since M. Grenard's visit in 1891 reached public collections in Europe and India, 
largely through the purchases of the British and Russian representatives at Kashgar, or else 
through acquisitions of European visitors to Khotan; but the information available as to tlie 
exact conditions in which those relics were found in such remarkable quantities, and the genera 
character of the site, remained of the scantiest % 


Compare above, p. rgg; Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, 
P- 233- 

Compare Notes chinoises sur VInde, iv. p. 40 note. 

' See Grenard, Mission D. de Bhiris, iii. pp. 127 sq. 
128 sq. 

^ For brief notices of the locality compare Hedin, 
Through Asia, pp. 759 sq.; Hoemle, Report on C.-A. 
antiquities, i, pp. xli sq. (based on communications from 
Mr. Macartney and the Swedish Missionaries of Kashgar), 


In all these the site is inaccurately designated as ‘ Borazan 
in reality the name of the canton to which the village of 
Yotkan belongs. Dr. Hedin’s chapter on ‘Borasan and its 
archaeological remains’ (loc. cit., pp. 759 contains, 
besides good illustrations of antiques coming from Yotkan, 
extracts from a paper published by M. Kiseritsky on the late 
M. Petrowsky's large collection of similar acquisitions. The 
original paper, quoted as being in the Journal of the Imp. 
Russian Archaeological Society, is not accessible to me, 
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R^liaing the importance 6f sj^tematic ita^inari^ locahfy» ^ during my first 

^ paid a rapid preliminary visit Yotkan; at the same 

tln»‘ I .arranged for the collection of such antiques from the place af happened to be for sale 
iunor^ the villagers or in the h^ds of Khotan traders. The proceeds of this search awaited 
me at Khotah on my return from the ntountains; and after giving to ^^7 “on and animals 
a > few, days of much-needed rest I . hastened to proceed to YotkanT®’^ a thorough survey of 
die site. I reached it on November 25 from the south, after a to the jade-pits 

at tibie ctebbudiure of die ,Yurung-kash Valley, and devoted the nex - days to a careful 

ttudy of &e antiquarian aspects of the site and its immediate vicinity 

The name Yotkah is borne by a group of detached hamlets, of '^'^hich the northern one, Position of 
. Khakhei is situated, as the map of the Khotan oasis and the large Plate XXIII 

'Show, nearly five miles frmn the western gate of the Yangi-shahr town of Khotan, 

and apjwoadmaUiely west by nordi of it Through the centre of the a^^ formed by the village 
lands of Yotkan there passes a ravine, deeply cut into the loess soil a^d known as the Yotkaii- 
^T^Sr, Where the course of this ravine approaches the houses adjoined on 

south by the site which has furnished whatever relics have so f^*" recovered of the 
jfld Khotan capital. 

The remarkable appearance presented by this site, and the no lep^ curious nature of the 
. operations to which finds of antiques are there due, were bound to “7 

i^iedal interest. A preliminary survey showed the »te to consist of ^ large depressed area 
. sunk from ao to 30 feet below the level, of the surrounding ground, “d forming, as seen in 
ihe huge scale map (PI. XXIII), an irregular oblong with sides each alx'*^'^ ^ “de in length. 

Exfoept where the Yodcan-Yir enters and leaves it, this depression pi'oved to be bordered 
everywlKre by'stMp banks cut into what at first seemed natural loe®®> which on closer 
examination showed, besides pure soil, layers full of pottery debris, a’^^s, decayed wood, and 
Other decomposed matter. Along considerable portions of the encl<’^“& banks there were 
j(^kmtifol signs of recent diggings and ‘washings'. It was soon mad® clear to me by the 
villagers’ statements that it was solely the working of these banks, or md*"® ®^cdy of the deeply 
:t^bedded layers just mentioned, which produced the annual yield of ^t^dques from Yotkan; 

^jifhile within the depression itself, now mostly occupied by rice-fields apd marshy ground, finds 
ii jI lS ' V wholly unknown. 

The first careful inspection of the whole site sufficed to conviip^ great 

^^iepressioa ’ or basin was indeed, as the villagers plainly told me, the f®sult of long-continued yotkan, 
-excavaribhs, such as were stilT proceeding each summer. Neither the er'-®"*- shape of 

bbe deprcastod area could possibly be accounted for by the erosive actiod flood-water carried 
in the Yotkan^YSr, as had been somewhat vaguely assumed by some eai*’^*^^ visitors to the site 
th^ spoke here of ' frightful ravs^;^ in the soil’. But as soon] ^ r^lized that 
iftls atrsnige^looking site corresponded in its present features to the hu^^ open-air pit of some 
.imne quarry, and had like it been created by systematic diggings,! questions at 

ebi^^ nw. What Was the obj^ for which such extensive a|d necessarily laborious 
^sitiWaktos/hi^ been carried -on, and when and how had they originally started.? 

first question the evident of the work : which, on my viP'*- “ October I found 
^l|etq|!^- {UOdMeding 'supplied a conclusive answo’:' it was for gold in th® ^^d next 

objects of .value,, such as piecn of- worked jade ornaments, &c., 

Yhta baiila aiclori^ were annually being diig. into and the from their d^bris- 

fiUed lajWRi ‘ wasJ^’, by a varying number of diggers^ To Obtain a pA^ble answer to the 
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second question, which touched upon the past of the site and had a direct antiquarian bearing 
might have been a more difficult matter. But fortunately I was in time with my inquiries ; 
the commencement of the excavations did not reach back further than the memory of a 
generation still living. 

The statements which I collected from a number of intelligent old villagers both at Yotkan 
and in the vicinity, and which I took every opportunity to test during my stay, threw light on 
a number of interesting points and were fully accordant in essentials. From them I ascertained 
that no finds of any kind indicating that an ancient site was buried here below the ground had 
been made until the time of Niaz Hakim Beg, still well remembered throughout Khotan as the 
first governor under Yaqub Beg. Two or three years after his appointment, which took place 
about 1866, the small canal convejdng water from the Kara-kash river for the irrigation of the 
Yotkan fields began to cut for itself a deeper bed in the soft loess, that is, to turn into a 
‘Yar’. This is the origin of the ravine, which begins about one-and-a-half miles to the west 
of Yotkan at the village of Chalbash, and after passing Khalche and the Yotkan site joins the 
‘ Y ars ’ of Kashe about a mile to the north-east. 

The archaeologist has good reason to feel grateful to the Yotkan-Yar, for without its 
formation the remains of the old Khotan capital might have been left buried for ages to come. 
It was only when the flood-water escaping in the newly-formed ravine had created a small 
marshy depression {knr) a little to the south-east of Khalche, that the villagers accidentally 
came across little bits of gold amidst old potsherds and other ddbris. The latter objects 
possessed, of course, no interest for them ; but the gold naturally excited the cupidity of the 
villagers, many of whom had, like the rest of the poorer agricultural population of Khotan, at 
one time or another tried their luck at ‘ prospecting ' for jade in the river-beds or else at gold- 
Avashing on the Yurung-kash and in the mountains. So they set to work washing the soil near 
the incipient Yar, and the proceeds were so rich that they came to the governor’s knowledge. 

Niaz Hakim Beg was an administrator of considerable enterprise. He sent to Yotkan 
large parties of diggers, whom he employed like the men I found Avorking for small capitalists 
in the jade-pits along the Yurung-kash bed®. The OAvners of tlie fields Avhich were gradually 
cut aAvay by these ‘ AV^ashings ’ received compensation. Subsequently the excavations were 
continued by private enterprise, the usual arrangement being that the owners of the soil and the 
diggers share the proceeds equally. The earth excavated from the banks has to be Avashed, 
just like the old deposit of gold-carrying streams. The larger supply of water needed for this 
purpose caused the Yotkan canal to cut its bed deeper and deeper until it formed the existing 
Yar, the bottom of Avhich is from 29 to 30 feet beloAV the level of the fields (see Fig. 26). 
Finally the canal had to be diverted to a higher level; but springs came to the surface at the 
bottom of the ravine, and these with others rising within the excavated area account for its 
s%vampy condition. In the recollection of old villagers the land of Yotkan was everywhere a 
level flat; there were no springs or swampy ground— nor any knowledge or tradition of the 

‘ old city ’ (kom-shahr) beloAV. _ ... ■, v 

We shall see presently that this negative fact has its antiquarian interest;^ and it may, 

therefore be useful to point out that the accidental discovery of the Yotkan site, about the 
date indicated by the villagers’ statement, can be established independently by a record made as 
too agras 1874. The sill nseful notes which Pandit Ramchand, one of the native surveyors 
lith sfr Douglls Forsyth's Mission, collected when passing through Khotan m the spnng of 


’ See Ruins of Khotan^ pp. 253 sq. 
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NORTH-WEST CORNER OF EXCAVATED AREA AT YOTKAN, 
WITH ENTRANCE TO YOTKAN-YAR. 
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SOUTH-WEST BANKS OF EXCAVATED AREA, YOTKAN, 
NEAR ALLAMA HAMLET- 
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ihnt \t'nr cont.'iiii distinci rcfcronco to a 'iliscovcry of hiirlcd mins' said to have lately ‘been 
made quite close to tlic city of Khotnn (Held) at a dist.nnce of about four miles to the north- 
west'*. r.andit Ramchnnd evidently tlitl tun .sec the jdacc himself, and what he rc!ntc,s about 
tlic way in which the first find was made (‘a tjohlen ornament .said to have been a cow’) 
clearly rcflect.s the more romantic form winch the story would assume in llazrtr j^mssip. But 
there can be no doubt that his notice refers to Vt'tlcan, thus provintj; that the site could not 
have been hnown for many yean; earlier \ 1‘he surveyor’s record al;:o confirms the villngens’ 
.statement nlnwit excawttions for gold made imder the g<wernnr’s orders. 

The .systematic diggittit •iftd washing for gold, which can thus be shown to hav'C been 
carried on at Y<'tl:an for upwards of thirty years preceding my visit, is quite siifncient to ncconnt 
for the groat extent of the excavated area ns shown by jny survey. The worl: was .still being 
vigorously continued on the north side and along [lart of the banks to the west during the 
nnnu.al pcriotl when sutTicieni water is available for wnsldng. ’I'hotigb this bad passed by with 
September, and the tliggen'. had departed, I fmind no tlifilciihy in ascertaining the methods by 
which the operations are carried on and the character of their prmluce. lake the .search for 
jade in the riverdweds after the annu.al flivuls, like warding for gold in the fl(K>d-dcposiLs of the 
Viming-k'Lsh, or digging for it at the pits of .Snrgh.'ik, Knj>a, ^vc.. work at Vutknn attracLs 
annually for a short period numFmt of the poorer agriculturists of the oasis who look to thc-sc 
occupatinn.s as a kind of lime-houfiurcd lottery. Tin* sm.all quantity of gold which wa.shing of 
the .soil in the hanks ordinarily pneluccs is just sufficient to be 'paying', i. c. to provide the 
diggers, after compensation to the owners of tin* fields cut away, with the cquiv.alcnt of the 
modc.st wage which p.'ovails in Khotan for unskilled labour. Hut in recent years atuiqnas, 
such as ornamented pieces of p-ittery, engraved .stones, small objects of metal, and coin.s, have 
come to be counted as a kind of .secondary pnKhiet — and there always remain;; the chief attraction, 
the chance of finding v.ahinble objects in gold, silver, or j.adc. 

The gold usually found ajtp'tars in the form of liny flakes of leaf-gold of which I wa.s able 
to .secure samples, and less frequently in that of minute pieces of what looks like very thin gold 
plating .such as might have been used in oninmcnt.s. It is easily di.stingiii.shcd by the villagers from 
the gold-dust {Irf-d-r! /!:!>:) war.hcd from the rivcr-l)f:d<:. No coins or snliil ornnmcnt.s of gold and silver 
were admitted to lx: found now, though the discovery of .such pre-cioiis artiebss wn.s readily acknow- 
ledged for the early years of the working, and near the original .sjioi where it started. Whatever 
the chance of making .such finds in the bank's of soil now tinder exploitation, the diggers n.s well 
as the villagers would have reason to be reticent about them. The (ttirchasc of all gold produced 
in the Khotan and Keri 3 'a di.siricts forms a monopoly of the Chinc.se administration, and as the 
ratc.s paid by the latter arc very considerably below tho.se readily ofi'ered by traders, concealment of 
the true quantity of produce and secret disposal of it to jirivatc individuals are common throughout 
ilic territory'. This practice would naturally he resorted to most readily in the ease of valuable 


Operations 
of iliftKCiT. 


Gold in'Iicd 
at Yoik.an. 


* See Vcrhtr.ri 'ifi'siicTi p. 

' Tlie fact tint Jolmion, in llic account of his mMi to 
Khotan, in 1865, dcxis not indicate any knowledge of Yoikan 
may probably l>e accepted as evidence that the rite v.-as ihcn 
as yet iindiEcovcrcd. He certainly f.ecms to h.avc made 
inquiric.s after ruins and ancient rcm.ain.s ; and noiv.iihstand- 
ing the often sketchy nature of his notes, he would not have 
been likely to pass over a find-place so easily accessible if 
it had then been known; comp. J. Ji. Gto^r, See., 
xsxvii. p. 5. 


* The r^-stem w.as maintained .also tinder Vfiqilb Beg's 
reign, .as Pantlit K.amchand'.s note.s rliow. Of the c.vcaa-ation.s 
ordered at YOtkan by the governor (Niaa llnkim Beg) he 
specially mentions 'the diggers arc paid for any gold they 
may cxc.av.ate at 1 10 i.angan the Scr’, the market value tlicn 
Iwing 138 tailgas; com\t. rarLind j^ftssi'pn Rf/ori, p. 

The information agrees accurately with what was told to me 
at YOifc.an of the las levied by Niaz Ilrdcim Beg on the 
produce of private diggings at that period. 
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finds of worked objects in gold, in regard to which official control must be specially difficult 
However this may be, there is material evidence of such finds in the fact that, on my later 
visit to Yotkan in April, 1901, I succeeded in purchasing a tiny figure of solid go/d of excellent 
workmanship, representing a monkey, that had been found during the previous year’s washings 
I have no doubt that any larger articles in gold are melted doivn speedily after discovery, in 
order to facilitate concealment and disposal. 

Occasional finds of this kind cannot surprise us in the ddbris layers of a site which, during 
long centuries, was occupied by the capital of a flourishing kingdom rich through trade and 
mineral produce. On the other hand, it seems at first difficult to account for the prevalence 
of gold in that common form of leaf above described and over so large an area. Yet it is this 
alone which in reality constitutes the ‘paying’ basis of the Yotkan diggings. The use of leaf- 
gold on an extensive scale in the decoration of Buddhist buildings and sacred objects offers, 
I think, the most likely explanation. From the detailed description which Fa-hsien has left 
us of the splendid Stupa and temple he visited at what was then known as 'the King’s New 
Monastery , a little to the west of the Khotan capital, it is certain that many parts of sacred 
buildings in ancient Khotan were richly overlaid with leaf-gold I Apart from tliis distinct 
evidence of Fa-hsien, reproduced in the footnote, the example of Gandhara remains, and the 
testimony of actual finds brought to light by my explorations lead us to conclude that the 
gilding of sacred images and other objects of worship must have been largely practised in 
Buddhist Khotan®. Whether applied to plaster or direct to the wood, which as we shall see, 
played so large a part in the construction of Khotan buildings, secular as well as religious, 
much of this leaf-gold must have fallen off and mingled with the dust, whenever the structures 
erected in such perishable materials as were known to old Khotan crumbled away or otherwise 
met with destruction. It is equally clear that the leaf-gold once lost in this way could not be 
recovered until the soil was washed by the method now followed. 

The examination of the stratum from which this gold is obtained proved very instructive. 
It varies considerably in thickness and depth at different points of the banks enclosing the 
excavated area, but is ever3Avhere easily distinguished by its brownish colour and peculiar com- 
position. It consists of decomposed rubbish and humus, in which are embedded fragments of 
ancient pottery, plain or ornamented, bones of animals, pieces of much decayed wood, ashes, 
and thin layers of charcoal — all indications that we have here the ddbris which accumulated on 
a site occupied by dwellings during long periods. Everywhere the excavations have been 
carried down until the natural loess soil was reached ; hence the thickness of the upper stratum 
could be established without difficulty. Along the banks on the south and south-west, where 


’ ‘ Seven or eight le to the west of the city there is what 
is called the king’s New monastery, the building of which 
took eighty years, and extended over three reigns. It may 
be 250 cubits in height, rich in elegant carving and inlaid 
work, covered above with gold and silver, and finished 
throughout with a combination of all the precious substances. 
Behind the tope there has been built a Hall of Buddha, of 
the utmost magnificence and beauty, the beams, pillars, 
venetianed doors, and windows being all overlaid with leaf- 
gold. Besides this, the apartments for the monks are 
imposingly and elegantly decorated, beyond the power of 
words to express ’ j Fd-hien's Travels, transl. Legge, pp. 19 sq; 
The distance and bearing indicated make it highly probable 
that this great shrine must be identified with the So-mo-je 


convent of HsUan-tsang and thus be located at the present 
village of Somiya, close to the west of Yotkan; see below, 
sec. V. From the great height mentioned it is clear that 
the structure was of wood, like the famous Vaiiravana temple 
in the capital itself.- 

® For the numerous instances of gilding applied to 
Buddhist statuary as well as to Stupas, comp. Foucher, L' Art _ 
du Gandhdra, pp. 82, 198 sqq. For traces of gilding in 
remains of Khotan sites, see below, chap. x. sec. i. ; chap. xiv. 

(It is curious that a passage of the Rahtarahgini, which 
mentions the gilt parasol placed over a Siva temple in the 
time of Kala^a (1063-89), ascribes instruction in ‘ the art of 
putting gold on copper' to an artist from the Turuska 
country, i.e. Turkestan ; see my Rdjai. vii. 528-531.) 
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the excavations touch the gardens and fields of Allama (see Fig. 27), it shows an average of 
from 5 to 8 feet. In the banks on the west it seems to increase gradually as they approach 
the vicinity of the Yotkan-Yar (see Fig. 26). North of the latter the ‘culture-stratum’ attains 
its greatest thickness, being fully 13 to 14 feet deep in the banks worked immediately below 
the houses of Khalche, where 'the proceeds in antiques, such as terra-cotta figurines, coins, 
small fragments of carved stone, &c., are the richest. It was chiefly here and along the north- 
western edge of the area that recent working was proceeding. The banks to the south and 
east, where the relatively tliin culture-stratum had ceased to be ‘paying’, showed signs of 
having been abandoned for a considerable number of years, as proved by the fruit-trees planted 
just below them within the excavated area. 

It was easy to see that, notwithstanding the uniformity in the character of the culture- 
stratum, there were variations in the relative frequency of the objects embedded in it. In some 
places the potterj'^ fragments were closely packed, forming small layers or patches easily distin- 
guishable on the surface of the banks, whereas elsewhere only isolated pieces could be picked 
out. In the same waj'- bones, ashes, &c,, are far more plentiful at certain points than at others. 
It is clear that the varying depth of tlie culture-stratum must be ascribed mainly to the 
different lengtli of tlie periods during which particular localities were occupied, and to the different 
character of the uses to which they had been put. Of the latter fact the variations just noted 
afford direct evidence. 

In one respect all portions of the culture-strata exposed to view show a regrettable uni- 
formity ; nowhere did I come upon traces of structural remains, nor could I hear of such having 
been found during previous excavations. The nearest approach to such remains was represented 
by a layer of closely packed large pebbles, which the banks on both sides of the Yotkan- 
Yar, just where it enters the excavated area from the west, showed in a thickness of about 
5I feet and about io| feet above the present bottom of the ravine. The stones must have 
been brought from some river-bed, but whether they served for a platform, foundation of a 
wall, or some similar purpose could not be determined. Above this layer I noticed the occurrence 
of ancient pottery fragments, while none were exposed below it®. 

I believe that this absence of structural remains is to be accounted for by the fact that, 
owing to the total want of suitable stone, sun-dried bricks and clay supplemented by timber 
must have been in old days, as now, the only materials available for the construction of houses 
in the Khotan region. All of the mud walls of buildings that had not crumbled into dust 
was bound to decay completely in the course of the centuries during which, as we shall pre- 
sently have occasion to demonstrate, the site was taken up for cultivation and the soil kept 

constantly moist by, the percolation of irrigation water. The same fate overtook, of course, 
whatever of the wood once contained in the more substantial buildings had not been 

extracted and utilized by successive occupiers of the site. It might have been different if the 

old town, of which the ‘culture-strata’ of Yotkan .now retain the sole relics, had been over- 
whelmed by some sudden catastrophe and its site once for all deserted. Then we might expect 
to find the original materials and even some structural outlines of buildings preserved in 
a , recognizable form under the soil. The assumption of such a catastrophe, a great flood 
which was supposed to have destroyed the old town, has indeed been hazarded by some of 
the earlier European visitors to Yotkan, who attributed to it the thick cover of earth now 

“ Tokhta, an old villager of Allama, talked of a square excavations ; but it seemed very doubtful from his description 

well, lined with wood, having been struck during the early whether this belonged to the time of the ‘ culture-strata ’. 
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[Chap. VIII 

hitliaj^ the relics lint it only ijee<le<l a careful examination of this very feature to dispel 
the notit>n of the conjecniral c.ai.a.stmphc. ^ 

The str.ata co)Vlaiitin{i the «>kl remains arc evcr)'\vhcre covered by a con.sidcrablc layer of 
pure soil, which from the first interested me j;reatly on both antiquarian and geological grounds. 
It shows a fairly uniform thichness from 9 to 1 1 feet in the banks near Allama, while in 
those e.Nposed south of Khalclu: it varies from a minimum of 1 1 feet to a ma.ximum of about 
CO feet at tUlTerem points, ’riils layer is easily distinguished by its light colour from the 
' cultiifc-strata ’ helow, and is ahsolntcly free from remains which might indicate subsequent 
occn|>alion of the r.itc. Tlie latter fact is rcnlir.cd by the villagers, wlio everywhere would 
readily show the limit up to which the old stratum extends, and above v.'hich there begins 
what they call /.“Alr yrr ('unprofitable groun<r). i.c. the natural soil, yielding neither gold nor 
antiques. Wherever I examined the earth overlying the ' cuhnrc-slrnta ' It proved e.vactly the 
same in substance and colour as that which is to-day turned up by the plough of the Yotkan 
cultivator. Another imporlntu fact, which the careful examination of this layer established with 
eqn.i] cle.amess, is ilic tot.al absence in it of any traces of .stratiheation. 

'I'hese observations conclusively prove that the present position of the culture-strata of 
YOtkan cannot possibly be the result of a great flood or series of floods which have over- 
whelmed tlic site; for such a catastrojihe, if it had ever occurred, would have been bound to 
leave its mark in stratified deposits of varied character. I'ut the facts thus observed on the 
spot did more than dispose of a %%ngucly suggested hypothesis ; they also led on to what I still 
hold to Ixt in the main the true c.xqd.in.ation of ilie deep cover under which the rcm.iins of the 
old town have rested. 

In my ‘Preliminary Report’ I did not hesitate to express my belief that this great layer 
of {Hire soil, above what we can show to lie the debris accimuilations of the ancient capital, 
was ‘due mainly to silt-deposit, the necessary result of intensive and long continued irrigation’”. 
The reasons for this conclusion were derived solely from wliat local observation had shown me 
within the Khotnn oasis, Maving since my return fully realized the geological interest iiu'olvcd 
in the question and its close relation to the mucli-discusscd problems of loess, I feel specially 
gratified that the opinion then fonned on the spot has stood the test of the analysis to which 
an exceptionally qualificil geologist. Prof. L. Ldezy, has been kind enough to subject the 
specimens of soil brought back by me from YOtkan. 

Without anticipating the information which Professor L 6 czys instructive communications in 
1903 enabled me to gather with regard to a verj' important subsidiar)' factor, I rnay be allowed 
to state in tlic first jilacc the case as it presented itself to me solely on the basis of my local 
impres-sions, and as I have .already recorded it in my Personal Narrative'-. Cultivation in the 
Khotan oasis, as cvcouvhcrc else in Eastern Turkestan, demands constant and ample irrigation. 
The Kara-krish river, from which the water for die Yotkan fields is drawn m the spnng aqd 
summer, carries down during diis season cnonnous quantities of disintegrated soil from the 
eroded ranges it drains. Its water, full of suspended sediment, and hence of a dark yellow or 
chocolate colour, is allowed to stand on the carefully terraced fields until it is completely 
absorbed or evaporated. As all the fine detritus or mud borne down by the nverpvater thus 
finds its way to the fields and is ultimately deposited tliere, tlie accumulation of silt ov^ the 
latter must be constant and relatively rapid. Since the conditions are exactly the same in the 


Sec Hocmle, Jif/or/ cn C.-A. aniiguides, i. p. xiii; 
JMission D. de Rhins, iii. p, 126. 


» Sec PriUmir.ary Report, p. 29. 
Ruins of Khotan, p. 263. 
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case of the tracts irrigated from the Yurung-kash, .the level of the cultivated portions of the 
oasis is everywhere bound to rise steadily. There may be local differences in the rate of this 
rise, in accordance with the varjnng quantity of water supplied by the several canals, the 
distance of the irrigated lands from the canal heads, &c. But considering how near the Yotkan 
fields are to the debouchure of the Kara-kash and thus to the region where the river collects 
most of tills silt on its passage through the outer ranges, the supply of silt cannot fail to be 
particularly ample there. It seems safe to assume that land so favourably situated, in a most 
fertile and easily irrigated part of the oasis, cannot have been allowed to remain long unculti- 
vated after it had once ceased to be the site of a town. Seeing that by the chronological 
evidence of the latest of the Yotkan remains close on eight hundred years must have passed 
since the final abandonment of the site, the thickness of the deposit now observed above the 
strata of ddbris presents nothing surprising. 

Observations which I had occasion to make again and again after my first visit to Yotkan Raised level 
fully support this explanation. Everywhere wfithin the oasis I noticed that the main roads 
were sunk considerably below die surrounding level where they pass through land which has ^ 
been long under cultivation ; while elsewhere on waste land, near newly tilled fields or within 
the villages, they kept flush with the adjoining ground. This low position of the roads was so 
uniformly observable and so marked widiin die old portions of the Khotan oasis that I soon 
learned to distinguish them by diis test alone from any areas which had been rendered arable 
in more recent times by the extension of irrigation on the edges of the oasis or by the 
reclamation of waste ground within it. Thus, e.g., in the Tawakkel oasis, lower down on the 
Yurung-kash, which otherwise exactly reproduces the general conditions of cultivation, &c,, of 
the Khotan oasis, but had been colonized only some sixty years before my visit, the level 
of the fields was nowhere more than about a foot or so above diat of the roads. It is 
impossible not to seek for a natural cause of the far more deeply sunk position occupied by 
all roads within areas of old cultivation. None I could think of seemed more probable than 
that the level of the fields is constantly rising by irrigation, while that of the roads cannot 
undergo any marked variation. 

That erosion of the soft soil by traffic could not be held to account for this striking and Low level of 
constant difference in level, seemed clear from two observations. On the one hand, little 

cemeteries* 

frequented paths leading to small holdings, fields, &c., often showed quite as low a level as 
constantly used high roads. On the other hand, I was soon struck by a still more character- 
istic fact — the low position of all the old cemeteries that are surrounded by fields. Cemeteries 
of any age are easily recognized by their extending around some Mazar or shrine, and in their 
case I invariably found that the ground-level lay considerably, up to lo feet and more, below 
that of any adjoining fields Erosion by traffic or winds cannot be thought of here ; for the 
closely packed and often massive tombs protect such cemeteries effectively against either i*. 

This curious position becomes, however, at once intelligible if we recall the fact that the fields 
are constantly receiving a deposit of silt from irrigation, while the cemeteries are naturally kept 
clear of water and consequently of this accretion. 

I have already noted that the soil of the layer which covers the ‘culture-strata’ of Yotkan, Professor 
as far as I could judge by the naked eye and without geological training, presented exactly 
the same appearance as the loess that forms the arable ground throughout the oasis. Being soil speci- 


” For a striking instance, comp, below, sec. v, the 
description of the old graveyard around the Ziarat of 
Bowa-Kambar. 


mens. 


'* For the view of a typical cemetery of this kind, comp. 
Fig. 1 6 , 
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aware that a widely accepted tlicor)^, first propounded by Richthofen, ascribed the formation of 
loess (or ‘adobe ) to the long-continued drifting and deposit of fine dust by wind, i,e. to 
purely ‘acolian’ action’®, I was anxious that the view I had been led to form’ of the 
character and origin of the covering-layer at Yotkan should be tested by geological evidence. 
I accordingly secured a considerable number of specimens of soil taken from various portions 
of this layer as well as from the 'culture-strata' below. In 1903 I had the satisfaction of 
sulunitting these specimens, together with a number of others brought away from ancient sites 
in the desert, to Professor L. Ldezy, of the University of Budapest, %vho, owing to his extensive 
travels and researches in the locs.s regions of Western China, and his subsequent investigations 
into the loess formations of the Danube Basin, was specially competent to deal with them. The 
result at which the distinguished geologist and geographer has arrived, by tlie careful micro- 
scopical examination of these specimens and by their comparison with other similar materials 
available to him, will, I hope, be soon made accessible [see now Appendix G]. In the meantime 
I am enabled by Professor Ldezy’s kindness to indicate here the main facts as summed up in his 
letter dated December 1903. 

The specimens submitted from Yotkan show all the characteristics of riverine loess, i.e. 
a deposit formed of river-carried fine silt. It consists chiefly of distinctly angular grains of 
quartz, showing scarcely any trace of that attrition which is undergone by particles long subject 
to movement by wind, such as those contained in true drift-sand. Mica flakes, evidently 
originating from the granite and gneiss of the mountains drained by the Khotan rivers, are 
found plentifully in it. On the odicr hand, the deposit contains very little fine dust and prac- 
tically no clay; it is but slightly calcareous, and lime concretions are rare. The constituents 
revealed by microscopical analysis arc thus all such as might be expected in the sediment of 
the Khotan rivers; but there is reason to believe that the deposition of this sediment in loess 
layers such as seen at YOtkan has not throughout taken place direct from the water, but to 
a very considerable extent also by subaerial (‘acolian’) transport from the river-bed. The fine silt 
carried up from the latter by the wind must necessarily reach first the tracts immediately adjoining 
the river course, and its retention there must be all the more certain and constant the moister the. 
soil is kept by irrigation. Thus cultivated ground in tlie oasis is assured steady accretion in 
level by a simultaneous deposit both from the water brought to it and from the atmosphere, 
the material accumulating by either process being always the same silt of the rivers. 

The explanation thus furnished makes it easy to understand why Professor Ldezys exami- 
nation has revealed no dificrcncc whatsoever in mineral constituents betu’een the layer of pure 
riverine loess and the culture-strata of Yotkan. Whatever of the latter does not consist of still 
recognizable hard ddbris or decomposed vegetable and animal matter, can only be loess soil 
once used for sun-dried bricks and mud walls or else river-silt in. Ae form of dust brought^ to 
the site while it was still inhabited. In either we must expect the identical mineral composition 
which the more recently formed loess of the oasis presents.^ The difference m colour is caused 
solely by the abundance of decomposed organic materials in the ancient culture-strata. It is 
evident that the definite explanation thus obtained of the deep layer of earth Aat covers the 
remains of the old Khotan capital applies equally to other ancient sites within the oasis which 
have left no trace above the present ground-level and which thus still await discovery and 

excavation ’®. 


» Comp. Geikie, Text-book of Geology, i. pp. 439 sq. 

We shall see hereafter that there is at least one other 
site of Khotan— I refer to Tam-oghil— which has actually 


pcided antiques from strata buried like .those of Yotkan 
under a deep deposit of loess / comp, below, chap. xiv. 
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But quite as important from the antiquarian point of view is another geological fact which 
Professor L6czy’s examination of the specimens submitted to him has clearly established. He 
has been able to show that not only is there almost complete uniformity in composition between the 
recently formed loess of Yotkan and the soil of the ancient sites in the desert such as Dandan- 
Uiliq, Niya River Site, Rawak, but that even the dunes of moving ‘sand’ now surrounding and 
partly covering these sites contain nothing but naturally fertile river-silt brought either direct 
from the river-beds or derived from eroded loess beds. 

We shall have occasion, when discussing the conditions prevailing at the sites just named, 
to recur more than once to the antiquarian significance of these observations. In the meantime 
it may suffice to point out that, if archaeological research in the Khotan region has every 
reason to be grateful for the guidance obtained from geological observations, it can also in its 
own field offer evidence which ought to prove useful to the geologist. The scrutiny of the 
antiques yielded by the Yotkan culture-strata supplies, as the next section will show, a sufficiently 
exact terminus a quo for the formation of the loess bed overlying them. It thus enables us 
to gauge die rate at which the deposit of fresh soil is proceeding. We shall later on see 
that equally valuable testimony is afforded in the opposite direction by the remains at those 
ancient sites in the desert where the level of the ground has been greatly lowered through 
\vind erosion. Here again it is archaeological investigation alone that can lead to a correct 
estimate of the time needed for this geologically interesting process. 


Section III.—THE SITE OF THE ANCIENT CAPITAL 

Having acquainted ourselves with the physical aspects of the Yotkan site, we may now 
proceed to examine its archaeological character and the remains which it yields. There can 
be no doubt that the ‘culture-strata’ brought to light beneath the fields of Yotkan owe their 
origin to the debris accumulated during centurips on the site of an ancient town. The Yar 
which passes through Yotkan from west to east, and the excavations to the south of it resulting 
from gold-washing operations, enable us to form some idea of the extent and position of this 
old town. 

The banks of the Yar cease to yield any gold or antiques about 200 yards to the south-east 
of the houses of Khalche. Accordingly digging has stopped there. To the south the diggings, 
after extending for nearly half a mile from Khalche, have been abandoned just below the houses 
and gardens of the Allama portion of the village, as the coveted gold could not be obtained 
in paying quantities from the banks reached there. It is along the banks on the west and 
north-west of the excavated area that the work of washing still continues vigorously each 
season ; and it is under the fields lying in that direction, and particularly northward, that the 
remaining parts of the old town are likely to have been situated. It is important to note that 
the Yars of Kashe, which, as the detailed map shows, intersect the ground to the south and 
east at distances varying from a quarter to three-quarters of a mile from the edge of the 
excavated area, nowhere cut through layers containing any old remains. Seeing that these Yars 
are at least as deep as the Yotkan- Yar, and that any discoveries along their banks would 
certainly have been followed up by similar diggings, the negative evidence thus furnished is 
sufficient to exclude the idea of the town haying ever extended in those directions. 

M. Grenard was undoubtedly right when he recognized in the town site disclosed by the 
Yotkan remains a part of the area once occupied by the old capital of Khotan. It is, however. 
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impossible to accept as evidence of this identification either the alleged local tradition of Yotkan 
or that attaching to the mound of Naghara-khana, af miles to the south-east, which M. Grenard 
on insufficient grounds, I believe — has assumed to have belonged to the ancient capital’. 
The careful inquiries made by me among the old villagers of Yotkan conclusively prove that 
until the accidental discovery of the first finds in Niaz Hakim Beg’s time nothing whatever 
was known of the ‘old town’ beneath the ground, nor of any tradition existing about it Even 
now the villagers’ opinion about the origin of the remains is of the vaguest. In fact, the onlj’ 
statement made to me about an ancient city having once stood here was clearly traceable to 
the view expressed by a former European visitor. A tradition of a somewhat more genuine 
kind certainly locates an old town, the residence of the heathen ruler of Khotan, in the immediate 
vicinity of Naghara-khana. But it does not in any way connect the latter site with Yotkan, 
and its own derivation is, as we shall see, subject to doubts-. 

In reality the proof for the location at Yotkan of the old Khotan capital lies in the exact 
agreement of the site with the topographical indications furnished by the Chinese Annals, in 
the character and abundance of its antiquarian relics and — last but not least— in the ease with 
which we are able to identify from this starting point the positions assigned by Hsuan-tsang 
to the prominent Buddhist shrines he visited in the vicinity of the capital. The evidence 
derived from the latter sites must be left for discussion in the last section of this chapter. 

Among the notices which the Annals contain relative to the position of the capital of 
Yii-t'ien, those derived from Kao Chii-hui’s report on the Mission of 93S a. d. are certainly the 
clearest and most accurate. We have already seen that they place the White Jade river or 
the Yurung-kash at a distance of 30 li to the east of tlie city, the Green Jade river, corre- 
sponding to the present Yangi-Darya branch of the Kara-kash, 20 li to the west of it; and the 
Black Jade river or Kara-kash another 7 li further to the west®. A look at the map of the 
Khotan oasis will show how closely the distances here indicated agree with those actually 
measured between Yotkan and the nearest points of the rivers. Taking Khalche as our 
starting point, we have a little over seven miles to the left bank of the Yurung-kash near the 
present Ilchi. The 30 li of the report would, according to the average equation of 5 li to 
the mile, take us within a mile of the actual river-bed ; and it is certainly noteworthy that this 
is exactly the width of the low-lying waste ground, once undoubtedly part of the Yurung-kash 
flood-bed, which separates the eastern edge of Khotan town from the river. The remains of an 
old embankment marked in Dutreuil de Rhins’ plan of Khotan show clearly that the floods^ of 
the Yurung-kash must even in recent times have approached the town quite closely*. Turning 
to the western river-beds the agreement is, if possible, still more striking. From Khalche to the 
nearest point on the Yangi-Darya measures four miles, which corresponds exactly to the 20 li 
of the report; while the distance of if miles separating the Yangi-Darya from the right bank 
of the Kara-kash is’ as close an approach to the 7 h of the notice as we could hope for. 

The close accord between the actual distance separating the Yurung-kash and Kara-kash 
rivers and the aggregate of the measurements recorded in the report of the mission of 938 a. o. 
attests the accuracy of the latter, irrespective of the position assumed for the old 
firm evidence thus secured makes it of less consequence that earlier records of the Annals 


» See Mission D. de Ehins, iii. pp. 127, 138. 

’ Compare for Naghara-khana and the lake of Aiding-Kul, 


seetion v. 

’ See above, p. 179. 

* See Mission D. de Rhins, i. p. 96. 


The river is now 


endeavouring to shift its bed again further to the \'est, and 
embankments have to be maintained in order to keep it out 
of the stretch of ground which evidently once formed part of 
its flood-bed; sec Hcdin, Reisen in Z.-A. p. 26. 



201 


Sec. in] THE SITE OF THE ANCIENT CAPITAL 

concerning the position of the capital show discrepancies wliich greatly reduce their critical 
value. The notice of the Pd shih on YU-t'icn, dating about 644 a. I)„ puts in one place the Earlier 
river Shou-pa which carries jade 30 li to the cast of the capital®. This clearly refers to the 
Yurung-kash and is quite correct. But a subsequent passage, which mentions the same river caiita!. 
by the name of Shu-chih or Chi-shih, gives 20 li as the distance to it cast from the capital. 

To the west of the latter another great river, called Ta-li, which unites further on with the 
Shu-chih, is mentioned here at the distance of 15 li. One or other branch of the Kara-kash 
must be meant, but evidently not much reliance can be jdaced on the distance, since the text 
of the same notice, as reproduced in the Northern Wei Annals and extracted by Rd-musat from 
the Pier, i Her, gives it as 50 li. So much, however, seems clear that, according to the notice 

of die Pd shih, we must look for the site of the capital at some point situated between the 

two rivers and probably a little nearer to the Kara-kash than to the Yurung-kash. The 
topographical indication thus supplied strongly points to the conclusion that the position meant 
was the same as the one more accurately defined by the report of the mission of 938 A. d. We 
know that the Pd shih's notice of Yu-t'icn was directly based on the information brought back by 
Hui-sh^ng, Sung YUn's companion on his journey to India (51S-522 a. d.)®. Thus it appears 
safe to conclude that the position which Kao ChU-hui’s report indicates, and which clearly 
corresponds to the Yotkan site, was occupied by the Khotan capital four hundred years earlier. 

But the notice furnished by the author of the Pei shih, or rather by Hui-sh£ng, is of Circuit of 

value in another direction. It tells us that the capital had a circuit of S or 9 li"’, — a piece of 

information about which all our other accessible records arc silent and which j’ct possesses 
considerable archaeological interest. As the circuit indicated represents only to 2 miles, it is 
certain that the extent of ground covered by the old capital was relatively very limited. No 
doubt the measurement given need not be taken to represent an approximately exact survey; 
but that it indicates the capital to have been very restricted in area, becomes quite evident 
when we compare this estimate with the circuit of 20 li which Hsllan-tsang mentions for the 
chief place of even so poor a territory' as Chieh-pan-t'o or Sarikol or the dimensions (12-13 
li length and 4-5 li width) which the same traveller records for the capital of Kashmir, ancient 
Srinagara 

It would be possible to suggest a number of conjectural explanations for the fact that the Limited 
official capital of a rich and important territory was confined to such narrow limits. But what- sue, 

ever the true cause may have been, it is certain that the measurement indicated by the Pd shih 
agrees singularly well with avhat we have found above to be the actual dimensions of the Yotkan 
site. So far as excavated it shows a circumference of roughly two miles. Only to the north 
or north-west can the existence of further ddbris-strata hidden below ground be assumed -with 
any probability; and even if the area awaiting excavation in that direction should prove quite 
as large as the area already exploited to the south, the circuit of the site would thereby be 
extended only to about three miles '®. 


‘ See Chavannes, Voyage de Song Vun, p. 15, note 9. 
The same notice as found in the Northern Wei Annals and 
the Pien i lien, has been translated by Rdmusat, Vitle de 
Khotan, pp. 18 sqq. Part of it is reproduced also in the 
Annals of the Northern Chou ; see Rdmusat, loc. cit., p. 30, 

' Comp. Chavannes, Voyage de Song Kun, p. 2. 

" See Chavannes, Voyage de Song Yun, p. 15, note 9; 
Remusat, loc. cit., pp. 19, 28. 

* See Jlf/moires, ii. p. 209; Beal, ii. p. 299, above, p. 37. 


’ See Mdmoires, i. p. 167; Beal, i. p. 148. 

If the legend related by HsUan-tsang of the miraculous 
UMy in which the limits of the capital were originally laid 
down (see above, p. 157) can be interpreted as having some 
direct conne.vion with the shape of the area occupied by the 
town, the probability of any considerable extension of the 
ddbris-layers northward would be small, for that legend 
clearly represented the area circumscribed by the mysterious 
watcr-carrjang mendicant as a circle (comp. JIf/nwires, ii. 
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It does not require much reflection to realize that it is just the limited extent of the 
Yotkan site which makes the abundance of antiques yielded up by it all the more striking. 
And this very abundance, as well as the character of the remains, supplies strong evidence in 
support of the assumption that the site is indeed that of the ancient Khotan capital. Only 
at the site of a town that possessed a wealthy population and rich public buildings and shrines 
is it possible to account for d6bris-layers such as those of Yotkan, which even the systematic 
digging operations of more than thirty years have failed to clear of their gold and other 
valuable contents. The culture-strata of Yotkan are shown by unmistakable evidence to 
contain the ddbris accumulations of a thousand years, if not more. Where else but at the 
capital are conditions of affluence likely to have continued unchanged for so long a period ? 

The available Chinese records tell us little about the capital of ancient Yu-t‘ien, but it is 
characteristic that almost all of these notices contain some reference to buildings of consider- 
able magnificence. The most interesting among them is a passage of the Yin-i, composed by 
Hui'lin in the eighth or ninth century, which M. S. L, 6 vi has brought to liffht, and to which we have 
had already occasion to refer in connexion with Mount Goirnga^b It shows that the famous temple 
of Vai^ravana, which the legends related by Hsiian-tsang and the Annals of Li-yul represent 
as the oldest shrine of the kingdom ’b stood in the city of Yu-t'ien, and that it was ‘a tower 
built in wood seven stories high’. The god was supposed to reside on the summit. Hsiian- 
tsang particularly extols the richness of the temple as it existed in his time. It is evident that 
we must think here of a structure imposing in its architecture notwithstanding its perishable 
materials, like the great temples atld Stupas built of wood which the Chinese pilgrims admired 

at Purusapura and elsewhere in the north-western borderland of India 

As regards the royal palace wt; learn from the account of the Chinese mission sent in 
938 that it comprised a number of buildings all facing to the east, and among them a pavilion 

called that of the seven Phoenixes , An earlier notice, found in the Liang Annals, specially 

mentions the frescoes adorning the kingfs palace That the city was enclosed by walls we 
know from Hsiian-tsang. He adds that they were of no great height, though the capital passed 
for never having been taken by force 'Dhe ancient fortifications still existing at the sites 
of Endere, Kara-dong, Ak-sipil show that we fway safely assume those \valls to have consisted 
mainly of ramparts of stamped loess. At the ^te of the city there used to take place the 
solemn reception by the king and the ladies of hfe court of the procession of great image cars 
of which Fa-hsien has left us so vivid a description' ”. 

The culture-strata of Yotkan do not help us td reconstruct a picture of the city which 
once occupied the site. But in view of the observati^s detailed above we have no difficulty 

demon'.^ -5e has been shown by me to be based on a topo- 
graphic* fct still clearly visible in the configuration of the 
present Emagar; see my J?aya/., I. pp. 100 sq. 

“ See\above, p. 186; S. Ldvi, iVoto chimises sur I'lnde, 

p- 39 - 

See Mdmoires, ii. p. 227 ; Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, 
p. 236. 

“ See Foucher, I] Art dti GandhSra, pp. 83 sqq. 

» Rdmusat, VilU de Khotan, p. 80, where the name of 

the palace is given as Ctiiu is'd tim ^ jH]" 

” R^musat, loc. cit., p. 16. 

“ See Afimoires, ii. p. 226. 

” Travels of Fd-him, transl. Legge, p. 19. 


p. 226). This shape would be approached more closely by 
the irregular but approximately equilateral oblong of th^T 
actually excavated area than by one having, say, double its 
length without an increase in width. 

It is, of course, doubtful whether the legend can bear so 
strict an interpretation. Yet it deserves to be noted that 
the legend related in the ‘Annals of Li-yul,’ discussed above, 
p. 159, a'so makes the mysterious light sent forth by Buddha 
encircle three times the spot where the ‘great city with five 
towers called U-then ’ was to be built in a future age; see 
Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, p. 233. That legends of this 
kind may sometimes reflect exact details of local topography 
is a fact illustrated, e. g., by the old Kashmirian legend about 
the foundation of Pravarapura, in which the reference to the 
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in understanding the condition to which its ddbris has been reduced, and the peculiar character 
of the objects which alone can still be recovered from it. In a soil kept constantly moist 
through percolation from the irrigated top layer none but objects of e.xceptionally hard substance, 
such as terra-cotta, stone, metal, or bone, could escape decomposition in the course of centuries, 
and to this material the antiquarian relics of the site arc in fact entirely confined. That these 
objects arc mostly of very small she or fragmentary is also readily explained. They belong to 
tlie rubbish gradually accumulated at a site which probably for a period of more than a thousand 
years preceding the Muhammadan conquest had never ceased to be occupied by houses, and 
which even when the end came is not likely to have at once been abandoned completely. 

Objects of larger size and any practical utility were thus sure to be removed from the ddbris 
and to be utilized elsewhere. 

It would have been undoubtedly a matter of considerable antiquarian interest to trace the 
c-xact distribution of the still recognizable remains through the layers of different depth. But 
a sj’stcmatic search for such relics would have cost time, even if the convenient and effective 
metliod of excavation customarj' with the local diggers could have been followed. Their modus 
opcrattdi consists of cutting away vcrticallj’ the banks exposed at the edge of the excavated 
area with the help of little watercourses conducted over them. The soil carried off is subse- 
quently washed in rough sieves, when, besides the tiny flakes of gold which attract the diggers, 
coins, gems, fragments of decorated pottcrj', and similar small objects can be readily recognized 
and extracted. The season of abundant water supply from the river, when alone such washing 
operations can be carried on, lasts only from July to September, and had long passed at the 
time of my visit. Hence my efforts at the site had to be restricted to the acquisition of as 
much of tlie last season’s output of antiques as had not yet left the hands of the villagers. 

In addition, I purchased through Munshi Badruddin, the Ak-sakal or headman of the Afghan Antiques 
traders at Khotan, and some other agents, whatever antiques were traceable in the Bfizars of 
Khotan. It is certain that the latter receive by far the greater part of their supply in antiques 
such as ancient coins, cut stones, ornamented pottery, directly from the diggings of Yotkan, 
and relatively little from those professional ' treasure-seekers ' who annually in the winter months 
vdsit tlie old sites in the desert around the oasis, or else from chance finds elsewhere. For 
this reason it has appeared to me advisable to include in the list of antiques given at the end 
of the next Section those purchased by me at Khotan. But full certainty can never be obtained 
about the find-place of any objects which have once found their way into a Turkestan Bazar, 
and consequently it would not be safe to base far-reaching argiamcnts on any individual article 
procured through such channels. The distinctive marking of all batches of antiques purchased 
by me either at Yotkan or in Khotan town will render this exercise of critical caution easy. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out that, even in the case of antiques bought at Yotkan or 
avowedly brought to me from that site (marked with K in the list), the evidence as to their origin 
cannot have the same value as that of finds yielded by systematic exploration under my 
o;vn eyes. 

In respect of no other class of antiques would such full authentication be so important Coin finds 
as in that of coin finds, for in the present state of our knowledge we must depend entirel}' 
on them for exact chronological evidence as regards the period during which the site of Yotkan 
was occupied by the Khotan capital and its ddbris-layers deposited. Unable to secure this 
evidence by actual excavation, I took care to make my purchases of old coins from the site 
as far as possible at Yotkan itself. The quantities of such coins annually washed out of the 
ancient strata seem to be considerable, and I had no difficulty in obtaining on my several 

D d 2 
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coins which were obtained by me from otlicr sites, either in tlic course of my own explorations 
or through ‘ treasure-seekers tin’s negative fact actpiires significance. We may, perhaps, conclude 
from it that this local currency of Khotan could have had but a limited circulation outside the 
capital, and further that its issues could not have extended over a very long period. Is it possible 
to assume that ius reduced convenience for transport as compared with the square-holed purely 
Chinese pieces had something to do with this? 

The form of the Kharo^iihl script as presented by those coins agrees closely with that 
which prevailed in India under Kusana or YUeh-chih rule, and this circumstance has led 
Dr. Hoernlc to assume that the Sino-Kharos(lu coins could not be placed later than the end 
of the second century .\.u. The Kharo.jthi documents on wood and leather discovered by me 
at the Niya Site liave, however, since proved that the use of the Kharo§^hi script in this particular 
form continued in the Khotan region up to the second half of the third century of our era. 
Similarly, the finds of Chinese records at the same site, including one dated in 269 a. u., clearly 
demonstnite that Chinese inlluencc in Khoun did not cease with the close of the Later Han 
Dynasty (220 a . d .). Hence the (pieslion as to the terminal date of the period to which the 
Sino-Kharosdii coin issues belong must be kept oix:n for the present. 

Of coins representing types which in their original issues were probably earlier than this 
local currency of Kiiotan my Yutkan purchases conuiin an interesting variety. The oldest 
approximately datable one is a copper piece of Kujula-ICara-Kadphises (reproduced in Plate 
LXXXIX, i), one of the c;irliest Kusana rulers, whose reign probably falls close to the beginning 
of our era*\ Kaniska, the greatest of the Kusana kings, is represented by five pieces in copper, 
all much worn, but one still showing the figure and legend of the moon-god A\AO. It is 
noteworthy tliat Dr. Hocrnlo’s collection also contaijjs a relatively large number of Kaniska coins 
obtained from Khotan-'. 

Among the Ciiinesc coins from Yotkan arc three well-preserved square-holed pieces without 
any legend, and, perhaps, more of tlie .same kind among tliosc cl.a.ssificd for the present as 
'illegible'. Of Chinese round coins, those bearing no legend belong to the earliest type. But 
as the type appears to liavc been current under both the Former and the Later Han dynasties 
our specimens afford no safe chronological evidence ••*. The one coin of die usurper Wang 
Mang bearing the legend Hou CliUan (see Plate LXXXIX, 11) belongs to an issue dating from 
14-19 A. D. But here, too, it must be remembered that the type appears to have been current 
during die period of the Later Hans as well. The same remark applies to the xuu-chu currency 
represented by three specimens. 

The well-preserved Chinese coin, bearing two characters on the obverse and apparently of 
iron, shown in Plate LXXXIX, 5, presents special interest, as it seems to be unique, and 
has struck Dr. Bushell as the most ancient of the whole series of Chinese coins secured by me. 
The distinguished Sinologist has favoured me with the following note on it : ‘ From style, 
material, and script I would attribute it to the Former Han dynasty. The first character is 
certainly ^ yil, which I take to stand for Ytl-t'ien (Khotan). The second appears to be an 
archaic form of ^ meaning “ territory, quarter ", &c. This with some reserve — at first 

I thought it might be a form of hsicn, which used to be written but the middle trans- 
verse stroke is wanting. The coin is unknown to Chinese numismatists, and must be of local 
mintage, like the interesting wu chu piece figured in Mission Dutreuil dc Rhins, iii, p. 132.’ 

-‘’Prof. Rapson refers for ihis coin to Cunningham, See c// i. pp. 27 sq. 

Ntmi. Chron., 1892, PI. IV. 9. Regarding Kujula-Kara- See Hoernle, loc. cit., i. p. 18, 

Kadphises, see Rapson, Indian Coins, p. 17. 
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The events discussed above, which put an end to Chinese control over Eastern Turkestan 
under the reign of Tai tsung’s successor, T6 tsung (780-804 a. d.), fully account for the absence of 
any later Tang issues among the Yotkan coins. It is the more interesting to find among them 
six coins belonging to the Sung dynasty. Two of these (see Plate XC, 36, 38) are 'cash’ of 
the periods Yiian-yu (1086-93 and Shao-sh6ng (1094-97), respectively, of the emperor Ch6 
tsung, while a third (Plate XC, 39) belongs to the Ts*ung-ning epoch (1102-06 a.d.) of his 
successor Hui tsung. The rest seem issues of the Yiian-fSng period (1078-85 a. d,). The evidence 
of these coins obliges us to conclude that the site of the ancient Khotan capital continued to 
be inhabited down to the beginning of the twelfth century. We need the less hesitate about 
accepting that evidence as the extracts reproduced by R6musat from the Sung Annals, and 
briefly referred to in the preceding chapter, plainly indicate a resumption of clpse relations, 
at least commercially, between Khotan and China for the period comprised in the last reigns of 
that dynasty (1063-1124 a.d.) 

Considering that the site could thus not have been abandoned for at least a century after 
tlte Muhammadan conquest, it is curious that only eight Muhammadan coins passed into my 
hands at Yotkan. One of them probably belongs to Muhammad Arslan the rest are uncertain. 
Also among the coins said to have come from this site, but purchased at Khotan, there are 
only six doubtful specimens, which may belong to some Muhammadan mintage. It thus seems 
safe to conclude that Muhammadan coins must be rare at the site ; and further that the Chinese 
'cash', which seems to have been practically the only currency of Buddhist Khotan, after the 
Han times, must have continued in use for some time after the Muhammadan conquest. 

However this may be, we cannot expect numismatic evidence to enlighten us as to the 
cause which led to the abandonment of the old capital ; and as reliable records of the local 
history of Khotan fail us completely during the centuries which followed its conversion to Islam, 
there seems little hope of a definite solution of the problem. 


Section IV.— ANTIQUES ACQUIRED FROM YOTKAN AND IN KHOTAN 

I have, in the preceding Section, explained the reasons for treating in one place whatever 
antiques were acquired by me at the site of the ancient capital or in Khotan town. For the 
same reasons no distinction has been made between such acquisitions in arranging the plates 
intended to illustrate the classes of objects which are represented among them. Two considera- 
tions justify me in restricting myself to brief explanatory remarks on these plates. In the 

Compare F»V/d pp. 91-100; above, pp. 182 sq. « See above, p. in. 
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first: place the dcUiilccl list of ilic objects, wliich has been prepared by Mr. Fred, H. Andrews, 
and which will be found reproduced below with few additions and alterations, contains not only 
an accunite and full description of every article, but also indications of such special points of 
interest as may deserve further study by e.xperts. In the second place, the acquisitions made 
by me do not difler in general character from the large collection of Khotan antiques which 
have accumulated through successive purchases on behalf of the Indian Government, and which 
at die hands of Dr. Hoernle have undergone investigation as thorough as it is learned. For 
all questions which bear upon the relationship between the art of these antiques and that of 
India and Greece, and for many others niised by their technique, probable use, &c., I may 
therefore refer to Dr. Uocrnle’s analysis in the second part of his ' Report on the British collection 
of Ccntntl-Asian antiquities ’h Even if sufficient leisure had been at my disposal for the 
purpose, I could not have hoped to supplement his observations on essential points without 
reference to collections and publications now far beyond my reach. 

Fragments of ancient pottery, plain or deconited, form the commonest of the antiques Ancient 
found at Yotkan. But complete vessels of a si^e meant for actual use are rare, and hence the 
almost intact specimens shown in Plate XLIII are of special interest. The small jug (Y. 002.1.), 
perfect and of simple but remarkably graceful design, resembles a Greek OcnochoA Another 
small vessel (Y, C02S), complete but for the lip, is curious for the clever decoration of its 
handle showing a monkey playing the Sitar — a motive amply represented among the terra-cotta 
figurines of Plate XLVI. The fine jar, with almost .spherical body (Y. 0027. a), is interesting for 
the spiral fluting which decorates tlie body. The small bifrons vessel (Y. 0030), showing on 
one side a male, on tlie other a female head, is remarkable for the close approach of its design 
to that of Greek Bifrons vases; at the same time the peculiar features of the heads, tlie 
treatment of the hair, &c,, unmistakably reproduce a local type which is found represented also 
in numerous terra-cotta miniatures. The portion of a coarse terra-cotLa vessel (Y. 0022) shows 
in its simple incised ornaments and mouldings motives common to many of the small pottery 
fragments found in a more or le-ss eroded condition on the Tatis near Gilma and around the 
Khotan oasis. The garland-holding female figures seen on the neck of the large jar (Y, 0023) 
were favourite decoradve subjects with the Khotan artist. Specimens in terra-cotta recur on 
Plate XLV (B. 001. d; Kh, 003. b) and were frequently found among the stucco wall-decorations 
e-Kcavated at Dandun-Uiliq (Plate LVI). They are evidently meant for Gandharvis, and their 
treatment imitates similar figures frequent in the Graeco-Buddhist reliefs of Gandhura. 

The moulded ornaments of the jars were invariably ufipliijuJ work, i, c., made separately Appliqu/ 
and attached before firing. Plates XLIV and XLV show numerous pieces of this kind, most of 
them broken off. Grotesque heads, human or animal, are frequent among them. Particularly 
noteworthy is the satyr-like mask (Kh. 003. k) decorating a handle, for its clever naturalistic 
treatment and distinctly classic look. There is a suggestion of Neptune-like features also in the 
grotesque mask, Y. 0017 (Plate XLIII), Full figures or small groups in relief were similarly used 
for decoration, as seen in Y. ooig, B. oot. c, Kh. 003. c, Kh. 003. m, and Mac. 001. The latter 
piece, die richly ornamented neck of a jar, shows an unmistakably Indian motive in the two 
halo-crowned figures seated on lotus-pedestals with an elephant to support them as a vahana, 
while the odier appliqud decoration, with its two parrots kissing above a bunch of grapes, recalls 
the use of these elements of decorative art in Gandhara sculptures, die Ajanta frescoes and, in 
similar combination, in Coptic embroideries. 


’ See Report on C.-A. antiquities, ii, pp, 42-55. 
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Of the heads worked in the round (B. ooi.' f, g, h, i; Y. 0012), it may also be supposed 
that they served the purpose of vase decoration, though it is not easy to determine the exact 
position they occupied. Of special interest is the large female head (Y. 0031) which clearly 
suggests modelling after a well-defined local type, recognizable also in some small worshippina 
figures of the Dandan-Uiliq frescoes (see Plates III, IV). The very oblique eyes are in curious 
contrast to the thoroughly ‘Aryan’ look of the other well-shaped features. The arrangement 
of the hair and the elaborate ornaments manifestly reproduce local fashion of the period -. The 
fragmentary mask (B. 001. a), shows an entirely different type of head. With its large and 
strongly aquiline nose, its eyes near together and but slightly oblique, it recalls some marked 
features in the fine Gandhara relief in the Lahore Museum known as an ‘ Indo-Scythian king’. 
Though this sculpture in reality is intended to represent Kubera,.the guardian of the northern 
region, the ‘Scythian’ type of its portrait-like head is unmistakable Of the grotesque animal 
figures represented by Y. 009. a, b, Dr. Hoernle has already shown that they served as decorative 
handles of vases ^ 


Terra-cotta 

figurines. 


Terra-cotta 

grotesque 

monkeys. 


Plates XLVI and XLVII illustrate a class of Yotkan antiques largely represented in former 
collections, that of terra-cotta figurines. The subjects are chiefly figures of animals shown in 
the round, among which monkeys largely predominate. The variety of treatment shown by 
these miniature representations is very remarkable ; but whether the monkey figures are treated 
in careful naturalistic fashion or but roughly modelled, interest is imparted to them by the 
clever way in which human expression is given to their faces, or human gestures and poses 
humorously indicated. We see them most frequently playing on musical instruments, as if to 
mark the weakness prevailing among the Khotan people, ancient and modern, for such enter- 
tainment. Among the instruments we find the sitdr (Y. oori. b, d, i), a kind of rabdb not 
■unlike the one of which a portion was excavated by me at the Niya Site (Y. 0011, k), more 
often the syrinx or Pan’s pipe (Y. on. c, e, f, j ; Y. 0013. e), and various kinds of drum 
(Y. 0012. n, Kh. 003. m). To the special interest possessed by the occurrence of the syrinx, 
which seems quite foreign to Indian art, attention has already been called by Dr. Hoernle®, 

We see monkeys sitting in meditation, praying, laughing, or feasting (Y. 0014. b, B. 001. i, 

Y. 0011. g, Y. 0014. a, B. 002). But far more common are ithyphallic representations (Y. 009. 
i, q, Y. 0012. a. iii, Y. 0013. c, Y. 0025) or else groups in amorous embrace (Y. 0012.. a. i, a. ii, 
z, y, Y. 009. r). The relatively large proportion of such poses and scenes curiously reflects the 
reputation for sensuality enjoyed by the Khotan population since ancient times®. 

The skill with which the character of the monkey is expressed in most of these figurines, 

down to such details as the direction of hair growth (Y. 0012. d) or the shape of the skull 

(Y. 0013. b, B. 002), is all the more curious since the monkey can never in historical times 
have been found in a free state or otherwise been common in Khotan. In the figures of 
camels or horses (Y. 0012. p, t, Y. 0013. d, Y. 009. 1 , B. 001. j, Y. 009, c, 1 ) we find, on the 
other hand, a far more conventional style of work. We have a human subject in die infant in 
swaddling clothes (Y. 0012. c), and various miniatures of household vessels in Y. 002. b. 1, 

Y. 0012, w, X. 


® The male head reproduced in Plate XI. i, of 
Dr. Hoemle's part ii, which may have formed the 

neck of a large vessel, is a curious pendant', for the similar 
treatment of the hair in both heads compare the bifrons 
vessel, Y. 0030, Plate XLIII. 

’ See for this interesting sculpture Grunwedel-Burgess, 


Buddhist art, p. 137, fig- 88 ; also above, p. 158. 

* See Report on C.-A. antiquities, ii. p. 40; also 
frontispiece. 

" See Report on C.-A. antiquities, ii. p. 49. 

« See above, pp. 139, 142- 
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Of the pottery anil terra-cotta illustrated by Plates XLIII-XLVII, it cannot reasonably Objects of 
be doubted that they arc all typical products of the local art of ancient Khotan. It is very 

different in regard to the small objects in stone, metal, and bone which are shown in Plates 

XLVIII-LI. On some of the miniature stone carvings in the first-named Plate the style of 
work as well as the material makes it highly probable that they were made in distant Gandhara 
and brought to Khotan through the link of common Buddhist worship. Among the intaglios 
of Plate XLIX there arc at least two (Kh. 002, Kh. cot, .1) which are unmistakably the work of 
engravers in the classical West, while others point to Iran or India as their places of origin. 
Considering how easily small objects of value make their way by trade or otherwise over vast 

areas, it is impos-sible to feel sure that the rest of these cut stones, or the metal seals and 

miniatures in the other Plates, were ail produced at Khotan. But this doubt in no way detracts 
from their antiipiarian interest; for it is evident that, if originally brought from elsewhere, 
these small antiques found at Votkan must be tangible evidence of the varied art influences 
which were at work in ancient Khotan. 

This is particularly tnie of the small but remarkably well-carved reliefs (Kh. 003. g, Kh, 005, Minuiuri: 
B. D. cot. a) in a slatey stone which i’late XLVTII show.s. Tlicy are characteristic specimens of 
that Graeco-Buddhist art of Gaiuihiiri which, as we shall see, contributed more than any other 
inlluence to shape the development of Buddhist art in Khotan. Tlie detailed description contained 
in the list renders it unnecessary to accoimt here for the jjcculiar shape of these reliefs. They 
undoubtedly formed part of the decoration of miniature shrines or Stflpas, such as we must 
sup{X)se to have been in use for purposes of private worship or else as votive offeringsb The 

most interesting of these pieces is Kh. 003, g. which shows on its obverse a scene famous in 

Buddhist legend, but not hitherto found among the reliefs from the ruined sites of Gandhara, 

The Bodhi.satlwa, having forsaken his princely abwle to take up the life of a mendicant, is 
cutting witii the sword in his right hand i»is long lock {cih/ii}, tlie end of wliich is grasped by 
hi.s left, M. Foucher, who at once recognized the scene on being shown its reproduction in the 
Plate, has since discussed the legend of the te.vts and its extremely rare representation in Buddhist 
iconography with his usual lucidity and .acumen 

The other two small reliefs represent .scenes familiar in Gandhara sculpture, the birth of 
Buddha (Kh, C05) and Buddha's temptation by Mara (B. D. 001. .a). In the former the clever 

adaptation of the relief on the obverse to the contour furnished by the larger scale carving of 

the reverse is desea'ing of notice. For the remaining small sculptures shown in Plate XLVIII, 
four of them seated Buddhas or Bodhisattvas, Indian origin is less clearly indicated; but the 
influence of Gandhara style is recognizable in all of them, and the materials (soapstone and 
slate) are such as we commonly meet with in the sculptures of the Peshawar valley. The small 
ivory group in the round (Kh. ooS), on the other hand, might well be Khotan work ; the treatment 
of its subject, a male figure embracing a female, seems closely allied to that observed in certain 
terra-cottas, and the fashion of liair and dress similarly shows points of contact k 

Among the intaglios from Yotkan reproduced in Plate XLIX the standing Eros (Kh. 002), rneiglios. 
and the quadriga with charioteer (Kh, 001. a) arc manifestly Roman work of the early centuries A, d. 


^ I\Iiniaturc Siupos and fragments of panels wliich once 
adorned miniature chapels abound among Uie collections of 
Graeco-Buddhist sculpture at Lahore and elsewhere, though 
I am unable at present to refer to pieces on an equally small 
scale. 

' See UArt du Gandhdra, pp. 363 sqq. I owe it to 


Mr. F. H. Andrews to mention that his description of the 
little relief, with tlie idenlillcation of the scene represented in 
it, was written long before I had an opportunity of submit- 
ting the Plate for M. Foucher’s friendly scrutiny. 

’ Sec, c.g., Hoernle, Jitporl on C.-A. aniiquilies, ii. 

PI. xr, %. 23. 
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Impressions from intaglios very closely related to the former in style and character (Eros, Pallas 
Heracles) appear in the clay seals on some of the Kharosthi documents discovered by me at 
the Niya Site, which date from about the middle of the third century^®. Of the rest of these 
cut stones Professor Percy Gardner, to whom I am indebted for a close examination of them, 
holds that they belong to the second and third centuries a. d., and that most of them are rather 
oriental than Roman. The large intaglio (Y. 008. b) is interesting on account of its careful 
delineation of a warrior of Indo-Scythic type arrayed in an elaborate assortment of arms. Y. 008. a 
shows an inscription of ‘ unknown ’ characters above its device, two lions fighting over a prostrate 
bull. In this connexion it may be mentioned that the intaglio (I. oor) also shows a legend 
hitherto undeciphered. Its characters closely resemble the corrupt Greek letters found on the 
so-called ‘ Scytho-Sassanian ’ coins, and the features of the king’s head surrounded by the legend 
point equally to origin in the Indo-Iranian border lands. 

Of the seals from Yotkan or Khotan shown in Plate L, all with one exception are in bronze, 
and either square or oblong. The best designed among them is, perhaps, Y. 009. k, showing 
a cow with figure milking. Seals of exactly similar make are numerous in the collection reported 
on by Dr. Hoernle^S and it is thus probable that we have in them work of the local metal- 
workers whose skill the Chinese Annals specially mention. B. D. 001. b, a bell-shaped seal 
in bone or ivory, shows a Tibetan inscription; since the piece was purchased from a Khotaii 
trader, its antiquity cannot be vouched for independently of such evidence as the design of 
writing may afford. Among the small miscellaneous objects in metal or stone which Yotkan 
and Khotan have contributed to Plate LI, few call for special mention. The tiny figure of 
a monkey (Y. 004) in solid gold is interesting on account of its excellent workmanship, and as 
the only specimen of work in precious metal which can with certainty be traced to that site. 
The octagonal weight in bronze (Y. 003), likewise obtained at Yotkan, may prove of value' if 
we ever obtain definite indication as to the system of weights current in ancient Khotan, Its 
weight (425 grains) approaches, as Professor Percy Gardner points out, that of three staters. 
The miniature figures in bronze representing Buddha or a Bodhisattva (Y. 002. a, Kh. 003.]) are 
too much corroded to permit of any certain conclusion as to their age or origin. 


ANTIQUES FROM YOTKAN PURCHASED AT SITE. 


Y. 002. a. Bronze seated Buddha figure showing dis- 
tinct traces of having been gilt. Detail of figure much 
lost by wear. Behind the head a very elongated aureole. 
The general appearance of the miniature is Chinese. 
See Plate LI. 

Y. 002. b. Three small charms. 

i. Miniature vase in terra-cotta. See Plate XLV. 

ii. Duck carved in a greenish stone. See Plate LI. 

iii. Tortoise or frog of glass. See Plate LI. 

Y. 002. c. Bronze seal, square, with Svastika device; 
shank with hole at back. See Plate L. 

Y. 003. Octagonal piece of bronze, probably a weight, 
with edges of upper and lower octagonal faces chamfered. 
The upper and lower faces are stamped, each four times. 


with a label containing four roundels or disks. Side 
facets also stamped with the same pattern placed so as to 
form a zigzag line round the object. Weight 425 grains 
(3 staters?), f'xj'*'. See Plate LI. 

Y. 004. Miniature monkey in solid gold. It is squat- 
ting on its haunches, its hands together and forearms rest- 
ing on knees. It is well proportioned, has small ears, 
thin waist, no tail; hairiness suggested by tiny dots in- 
dented all over it. high, broad. See Plate LI. 

Y. 005. Small round intaglio, carnelion; head of wolf 
or bear in profile. Diameter , See Plate XLIX. 

Y. 006, Elliptical intaglio, garnet, roughly cut, goat to 
R. proper, feeding from a tree ; on its back a bird (crow?). 
A" xV" ^ xV* See Plate XLIX, 

“ See jRe/>or( on C.-A. an/., i. PI. III. 


See Plate LXXI. 
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Y. 007. a. Bronie seal, i' square, representing lion (?) in 
protilc seated to R., with open mouth and with conven- 
tional bushy tail curling away from back. I’crruratcd 
shank at b.tck broken; coinj). Ilocrnle, cn C.-.l. 

i. I’l. 111 ., No. 61. Sec Plate L. 

Y. 007. b. Fragraent of stone relief, representing torso, 

U. p. ann .and upj'cr i^oition of L. arm of seated ligure. 

It is nude, save for a heavy necklet and pendant, an arm- 
let with decorative circular Jewelled bosses on each arm, 
near the shoulder, and a bangle at wrist, judging from the 
very catclejsly carved hand remaining. tl;e pose was the 
Height t J', width a*.' See Plate .XLVIII. 

Y. 007. c. Portion of bronze claap, through which 
remains of two iron rivet.w The sha]< is elliptical, one 
cad tcnniuaiing in a circular ting. Design chaecd on 
elliptical {virt is arabesque; back plaitt. Length r', 
width j'. 

Y, ooS. a. Intaglio, garnet, below an Indian cow coti- 
cltan: to L, ; on ciilicr side and meeting alcove cow, .v lion 
rampant. Over, inscription in unknown characters par- 
thlly erased. Shaite of seal cllljeic.ah Ui' "i'ici 4* high, 
Freni convc.x, back ilat. See Plate XLl.N. 

Y. ooS. b. Intaglio, carbuncle. W.itrior of Indo-Scyihic 
tyjv, front, b.ead to I-.; fully armouted. On the head is 
a land cf cassis, witlr a cutuin of plate m.iil hangittg from 
the back latlf, Citing over tltc cars, [ assing under the chin 
ar.il foisnitig a gorget. He .apj^ara to wear a tunic or 
cuirass of either scale armour or quilted ntateria). .am! 
a skin rcachii’.g below tltc knees cf a limil.ar nature, Isut 
not quite the same. The sliouhlers and upgAsr part of the 
arms arc guarded by jointed .armour, the forearm and just 
above elbow being either bare or covered with close-lining 
sleeve. Legs and feet in close-fitting top boots. Carried 
in left b.and and resting on shoulder b a round-headed 
mace. In right hand a sp-car. .Across front of thighs, 
v.'iili hih to right, b slung a long straight sword. At back 
of thighs, and jurallcl to the swotd, is t-hitig what may be 
a quiver. Behind that and showing one comer to left of 
figure, bow in case. The seal is well cut and {tolbhctl. 
Height I', width j', thickness y/. i'toni highly convex, 
back flat. See Plate XLIX. 

Y. 009. a. Terra-cotta ornament showing grotesque 
animal, and fonning probably handle of vase (see Hoerrtle, 
Jifjicr/ on C.-A. ant., ii. p. ^4); fragment. The head 
and ears are evidently suggested by the camel. Rising- 
above the forehead is a single, straiglil, itorn-likc i)roJcc- 
tioa (brolicn). The neck is arched .and maned as that of 
a horse. On the left shoulder b a raised circular boss, 
rudely ornamented, from wliich springs a wing directed 
backwards and upwards. Seven quills are countable, 
divided by incised lines, e.ach featlicr having series of dots 
dug into it. The ornament w.is cast in two l).ilvcs in 
moulds ; then the insides of tltc halves were roughened 
and stuck together, after which tlicy were fired. Nearly 
ilie whole of one side of tliis specimen is broken away. It 
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is also broken across just below tlic wing and across tlic 
upper part of wli.u appc.trs to be a fore leg. Lenglli 3", 
licight aj'. See Plate XLV. 

Y. 009. b. Tcrra-cott.i ornament; grotesque animal 
closely resembling V. 009. a. 'Pile head of tin's is more 
bird-like. The horn-like projection on top of head is 
int.ict on one side, and is in three tiers. Tltc decorative 
lx)s3 on sliouliicr is of diflercnl pattern. No wing is 
visible, tltc fmginciit licing broken closer to llic Imss; and 
aLo higher up the leg. Tlic end of beak is broken, and 
nearly tiic wliolc of one side is broken away. 3* x a", 
b'ec Pl.ue XLV, 

Y. 009. c. Terra-cotta miniature horse, legless. It 
carries a saddle of the usual oriental type — iiigli in front 
and at b.ick, wliieli is most cl.iboralely .secured. Two 
stra] s or Kinds run from c.ieli .side at llie back, and dis- 
apj-car beneath the bushy tail. One at c.ich side in front 
p.isscs to front of chest. One at eacli side in front again 
p.'..*.scs to a itfotig licad.';t.ill, on which seems to be a bit. 
Over the saddle is a saddic-tlotli with orn.iincnial Ixirder. 
Tlic I’.otsc is fairly well modelled, but the front of the 
head is Very flat and the cvc-s simply circles with a dot in 
the centre of each. The frontal band of the headstall 
rites to .\ point in tlic centre ulxive tltc eyes and c.irs. 
The mane is Imshy and upriglit and clippctl. Altliougli 
li;c legs arc mivsing, the object docs not appear to have 
been broken, as tlic under surfaces are sinooili. Lcngtli 
j’', heiglil i', widtli Sec Plate XLVL 

Y. 009. tl. Tcrr.'i'ColUx apout broken from some vessel. 
It b crudely decor.itcd with eyes, nose, and cars (one car 
broken away) and is luought tip to a kind of knob to 
represent a forehead (cf, T. .M. 003. g.). Tlie Iiole run- 
ning ihroug!) is rectangular at tlic end towards the vessel, 
and circular at the mouth. Length rj', width (at moutii) 
S', i-'ce Plite XLV. 

Y. oog. c. Fragment of tcrra-colta monkey, sitting 
on liis Iicels. Anns and L. leg missing (broken), 
Hciglii rj', 

Y, 009, f. Fragment of terra-cotta monkey, upper 
h.alf. On licad a cap vvitli rolled brim ; left liand licid 
over inouili and nose. Heiglit r,)'. See Plate XLVIL 

Y. 009. g. Terra cotta monkey's head, broken off at 
neck. Round neck appears portion of a rope or cord. 
Head apparcully modelled as a scp.iute piece, hlodelling 
very rough, Widtli i j’q', hciglii t See Plate XLVIL 

Y. 009. h. Terra-cotta grotesque, two monkey-like 
figures riding astride a horse. The head of the rear 
figure is missing and tiic left Iiiiid leg of horse is broken 
olf. Tile iiorsc bears a general resemblance to Y. 009. c, 
but Is much less carefully modelled. Tlicrc is no harness 
whatever. Clicsl and sliouldcrs of animal are evidently 
meant to be very liairy, being marked vviili little digs of 
a modelling stick. Tlic mane is very tliick and arclicd, 
and is erect, a feature Iiaviiig quite a Roman appearance. 

E e 2 
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The foremost of the two riders appears to be without 
clothing. The R. arm and hand are raised as though 
holding or caressing the horse’s mane. The left arm hangs 
down and in front, and the hand appears to grasp a narrow 
bag-like object which is thrown across the horse in front 
of the rider. This may be intended for the front of 
a saddle. The rider’s head is grotesque and set low on 
the square shoulders. 

The rear figure, also astride, appears to have an object 
in front of it, which may be intended to represent the back 
of the saddle. A fur cloak or perhaps just an animal’s 
skin hangs from the neck and shoulders, in five long 
plaits or sections, one of them resting on what appears to 
be the horse’s tail twisted up into a ball. The two arms 
grasp the foremost figure. Length 2", height 2", breadth 
if". See Plate XLVI. 

y. 009. i. Terra-cotta fragment of squatting mon- 
key, legs missing. The workmanship of this example, 
although rapid, is veiy clever. The character of the 
monkey is perfectly preserved, while human interest is 
given by the expression of the face, and the handling 
of the sitar it is playing. The hair on its head is ex- 
pressed by a few strokes of the sharp point or blade 
of a modelling tool; yet it is unmistakably the growth 
of the hair of the monkey. The eyes are apparently 
put in with a stamp. The mouth is cut with a thin 
instrument, with a hole dug at each corner giving a 
humorous expression. Height if", Avidth i". See Plate 
XLVI. 

y. 009. j. Terra-cotta grotesque ornament, from a 
jar. Half human and half lion head in relief. The 
heavy lion’s upper lip is marked with holes to represent 
the large bristles and softens off on each side into sweeping 
human moustache curling upwards. The nostrils of the 
broad nose are directed forwards ; the eyes are deep sunk 
under heaA'y brows and are modelled as round beads 
with a hole in the centre of each. They are cleverly 
placed and the surrounding part well modelled. The 
brows are heavily contracted, and above is human hair 
parted in the centre and brushed right and left. The 
single ear unbroken stands out sharply from the temple 
and is not Avell placed. The whole is evidently cast in 
a mould. The hole in the L. proper nostril goes through 
to the back of the cast, as does also one at the right 
proper angle of the mouth. Height i-f", Avidth 2". See 
Plate XLVII. 

y. 009. k. Square bronze seal, representing a coav to 
left being milked by a seated figure, A calf tries to suck 
and has its head directed upwards and to the R. towards 
udder. The coav’s head is turned full face as though to 
Avatch calf. Well proportioned and of good design. 
There is a small hole through thin part; perhaps a fault 
in casting. Shank at back, broken. square. See 

Plate L. 

y. 009. 1 . Terra-cotta Bactrian camel, badly modelled. 
Made in Iavo halves, in moulds, and joined before firing. 
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The tail, which is twisted laterally, was put on separately. 
Porrions of a broad girth remain. Long hair on front of 
neck indicated by coarse toolings. There is other harness 
indicated on the legs. The four legs are represented by 
tAAO thickened pieces, one fore and the other liind. On 
the top of the head is a conical protuberance similar to 
those on Y. 009. a. Length 2 1", height si', thickness 
, See Plate XLVII. 

y. 009. m. Fragment of terra-cotta grotesque mon- 
key. Portion of torso and head only. The face is very 
OAvl-like and the eyes have been put in Avith a stamp. 
The head is turned to R. proper. The arms apjtear to 
have been outstretched. Pleight I", Avidth 

y. 009. n. Terra-cotta bird, made to string on a thread 
as a bead. Judging from its general form and the large 
erect crest it is probably intended to represent the hoopet. 
The beak is missing. The bird is AA-ell-shaped, Avith 
Avings (which are broken at end) folded over body. There 
are markings indicating feathers, and transverse lines 
incised to suggest the different roAvs of Aving feathers, and 
probably their colouring. No legs. Length If. See 
Plate XLVI. 

y. 009. o. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey squatting 
on his heels. With both hands lie holds something to 
his mouth, probably a syrinx. In his lap is an object 
probably meant to represent a sort of short kilt. Height 
i-f , width I" See Plate XLVII, 

y. 009. p. Terra-cotta grotesque head, probably 
ornament from a jar. It is a purely animal head some- 
thing like that of a hyaena, but all the teeth (shown in the 
upper jaw, the mouth being open) are short and regular. 
The end of the nose is broken. Heavy, curled mous- 
taches furnish the upper lip; the eyebrows are treated 
similarly and have the appearance of buffalo horns, two 
holes being placed near their bases Avhich meet above 
the nose. The eyes seem to have been applied after the 
head came from the mould, as were .also the several holes. 
There is a hole in the centre of the curled ends of the 
horn-like eyebrows. Two large, long and thick ears 
issue from beneath the eyebroAvs. The receding fore- 
head is in two large ridges, and closely curled hair 
surrounds the piece, the centre of each curl having a 
hole. 7’here is no chin, and the lower lip is morlelled. 
The back is hollowed out, and the impressions of the 
maker’s thumbs and fingers are clearly registered. Height 
2f, width aj", depth if. Sec Plate XLIV, 

y. 009. q. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey seated 
astride a phallus. Naturalisu'c tyjx: and cleverly executed. 
'I'lie figure is a female, having well-dcvelojKd human 
breasts. Portion of the tail remains, *1 he legs are 
gathered up so that the heels touch the buttocks, and the 
phallus upon which the figure is astride runs backwards, 
forms a ring, and biings its head straight u|) bcf.vccn 
knees of figure and as high as the Avaist. From L'clow 
the legs of the figure issue doAvnwards a second pair of 
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legs, and encircling the upper curve of phallus bring their 
feet together in front. The arms of the figure hang down, 
the hands resting on the inner angles of the thighs. 
Above them the umbilicus is strongly marked. (For treat- 
ment of monkey comp. Y. 0012. d, Y. 0012. v, B. 002). 
Height i^", width -J", depth |". See Plate XLVII. 

Y. 009. q. i. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey seated 
astride a phallus. Similar to Y. 009. q but less carefully 
made. There is a single pair of legs only. The head of 
phallus on which the hands rest reaches to face of monkey, 
so that the sex of monkey is indistinguishable. Height f", 
width 5^", depth i". See Plate-XLYII. 

Y. 009. r. Terra-cotta grotesque. Two monkeys, 
naturalistic type, embracing amorously. The head of one 
is missing, and the lower portions of legs of both. One 
has a long tail of hair hanging from the top of the head 
to the root of the tail proper. The tail is very broad at 
the root, spreading over the upper surface of buttocks. 
The tail of the other figure is similar. Their legs are 
entwined, and the arms of the one pass under the arms of 
the other, the hands of each supporting the other behind 
the shoulders. Hair is indicated only on head and tails. 
They both seem to wear bangles on their wrists. Cleverly 
modelled. Height width f", depth -I". See Plate 
XLVII. 

Y. 0010. Terra-cotta human head of very low type. 
The face is rather broad, with large eyes obliquely placed, 
nose short, flat, and broad. Full and pointed beard. Bushy 
eyebrows. Very low forehead and bull-necked. Mouth 
coarse, ears high. The whole very clumsily executed. 
Height li", width ij", depth 1". See Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0011. a. Terra-cotta grotesque head of crocodile. 
Lower jaw missing. The end of the snout, which is 
moderately broad, bears the protuberance such as the 
Gavialis gaitgeticus has. The ears are shown as external 
organs. - The armour of the crocodile is expressed by 
a series of transverse ribs. The eyes are too wide apart, 
and on the sides instead of the top of head. A kind of 
eyebrow is indicated by the usual dashes representing 
hair; and a collar encircles the neck and runs behind 
the ears. On the head between the eyes is a mark made 
with a circular stamp. Length i|-", width f". See 
Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0011. b. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, hairless 
and nude, seated upon a long object (a log?) with legs 
dangling, playing the sitdr. The L. proper arm is broken 
off. The head is of owl-like type. Height i J", width if". 
See Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0011. c. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, hairless, 
and with narrow band thrown over lap ; seated on some- 
thing, (he legs dangling and seeming to be only to knees. 
The two hands are raised, grasping a syrinx upon which 
it plays. Face of owl-like type. A hole has been dug 
between the legs. There is another on the back which 
is probably due to some impurity in the clay. Height ij". 
width ff". See Plate XLVII. 


Y. 0011. d,. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, having 
hair indicated on the body and head. It is a fragment, 
to the middle only ; face naturalistic. The figure is play- 
ing a kind of sitdr with four strings. The left hand 
shows fingers and thumb grasping the neck of the instru- 
ment, while the fingers of the R. hand are roughly 
suggested by the usual digs of the modelling tool. Height 
2", width if", depth |". See Plate XLVI. 

Y, ooir, e. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey; natural- 
istic type. It grasps in both hands a very large syrinx, 
very clearly shown. The six pipes are held together by 
a single band round the centre. The monkey is squatting 
but the legs are not formed, the body ending in a roughly 
quatrefoil-shaped base enabling it to stand. Hair is 
indicated all over the body. The mouth very cleverly 
suggests the peculiar formation of the upper lip assumed 
by a person blowing downwards into a pipe or flute. 
Height 2|" width lA", depth See Plate XLVI. 

Y. oon. f. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, fragment 
to middle, in pose similar to Y. oon. e, but from different 
mould. The syrinx is smaller and shows two cinctures. 
Six pipes are shown. The arms and hands are more 
carefully modelled than in Y. oon. e, as is also the head, 
although it has not such a successful blowing expression. 
This example has a very satyr-like appearance. Clay deep 
red and fine texture, similar to Y. 001. j. Height if", 
width If", depth -f . See Plate XLVII. 

Y. 0011. g. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey. Part 
below hips broken away. Naturalistic type, but with 
abruptly protruding mouth and snout. Ears very low, 
narrow, and forward. Body hairy. The hands are 
placed together, the finger-tips touching, in an attitude 
of supplication or humility. Round the wrists are bands. 
This specimen seems to be untouched after leaving the 
mould. Height if", width f". See Plate XLVII. 

Y. 0011. h. Fragment of terra-cotta grotesque mon- 
key. Head and part of neck. Type very similar to 
Y. 001 1, g, but mouth not so prominent, and eyes smaller. 
Height ff", width f", depth ff". See Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0011. i. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey. Owl-face 
type. Appears to be squatting, but R. proper leg is 
missing. Both hands are raised to mouth. Height if". 
See Plate XLIV. 

Y. 0011. j. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, in sitting 
posture, the legs dangling from the knees. In the lap 
across middle is some object which may be clothing : 
otherwise nude and hairless. Owl-face type. Hands 
raised holding syrinx to lips. Skin markings from the 
potter’s fingers are visible on this. Clay dark red and of 
fine texture. Height i". 

Y. 0011. k. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, natural- 
istic, seated cross-legged, playing four-stringed rabab. The 
whole piece is well modelled, and shows interesting detail 
in the rabdb. Height if", width i|". See Plate XLVI. 



214 


ANCIENT .,SITES OF 

Y. 0012. a. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, natural- 
istic type. R. arm broken off. Figure seated, the legs 
being shortened to mere stumps above knees. A well- 
defined plaited kilt in front of hips. The back covered 
with hair. The left arm hangs at side, the hand resting 
on the thigh in front. Height width f". See 

Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. a. i. Terra-cotta grotesque, similar to Y. 
0013 . y, but both heads are present, snout touching snout. 
Neither has a pigtail or tail proper. Height i-l". See 
Plate XLVII. 

Y. 0012. a. ii. Terra-cotta grotesque, similar to Y. 
0012. y, but both heads are present as in Y. ooia. a. i., 
and one figure has pigtail. Height i". See Plate XLVIL 

Y. 0012. a. iii. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey; 

. naturalistic type. Seated, the legs mere stumps. R. 
hand laid flat on breast, with outspread fingers, L. hand 
verelftim Unem. The face is very pointed, nose and 
mouth projecting considerably. Hair of head brought 
to a conical point. Body hairy, and girdle shown at back 
only of waist. Cf. Y. 0013. c; A. 001. a. Height if". 
See Plate XLVII. 

Y. 0012. b. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey. Similar 
to Y. 0012. a, but L. hand rests on side of thigh and 
a small cylindrical object is held under the arm against 
the side. The R. arm is flexed across the body and the 
R. hand rests upon the near end of the cylindrical object. 
Latter marked by incised lines running parallel to its 
length. Height tvidth -I". See Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. c. Terra-cotta grotesque human infant, 
swathed from neck to ankles in a binding which encircles 
it five times. The feet are also covered. There is a 
slightly owl-like treatment of the eyes and brow (which is 
very low), but distinctly different from the monkey type. 
The figure is evidently intended to lie flat, as the back is 
unmodelled. Length i j-", width See Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. d. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey. Natural- 
istic type. Very minutely modelled, particularly the head 
and face. It is seated cross-legged, the left foot resting 
on right thigh. The R. leg is broken off at the knee. 
Both arms are missing. Care is shown to represent the 
various directions of the hair-growth — not always correctly. 
The figure is nude as to drapery. Pleight Sec 

Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. e. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey. Owl-like 
type, but face very deformed. It is seated on its heels, 
but with the toes pointed directly downwards. It plays 
upon a kind of st/ar, the L. arm being stretched at full 
length holding the neck of die instrument. The head is 
turned slightly, as though to allow the L. car to catch the 
sound. Height J". See Plate XL^ L 

Y. 0012. f. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, squatting, 
owl-like type. Arms broken off. Object in lap serving 
as kilt or apron. Very rougldy modelled. Height i". 
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Y. 0012. g. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, owl-like 
type; long body; squatting on heels. Apron-like kilt. 
Arms and R. leg broken off. Height i j', width 

Y. 0012. h. Terra-cotta bird. Resembling Y. 009. n, 
but not pierced for thread, and more coarsely modelled. 
Length if'.. See Plate XL’IT. 

Y. 0012. i. Terra-cotta bird; variation of Y. 0012. h. 
Length i". See Plate XLV. 

Y. 0012. j. Terra-cotta grotesque bird. Wings broken 
off short. The body is composed of a flattened piece, 
curved into a hook shape, the under surface of the upward 
curved tail part being marked with digs of the modelling 
tool, and resembling slightly the re-curved body of a 
■scorpion. The other end is rounded, and is fashioned 
into a head having a well-formed beak but a flattened and 
spreading face rising into a transverse crest. It is marked 
with incisions. Beneath the chest is a sort of pedestal, 
flattened at the bottom so that it will stand. Length 1/3", 
height 1^". See Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. k. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, natuml- 
istic t}'pe. Head and torso only. Cf.Y. 0011. g. Height 
i|' width I". See Plate XLVII. 

Y. 0012. 1 . Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, owl-like 
type. Legs broken; head to R. proper. In front of 
chest is held a rather shapeless object, flat on upper and 
lower sides; one hand rests on the top, and the other 
below supports it. Figure hairless. Skin marks from 
potter’s fingers visible. Height width -J". See 

Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. m. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, natural- 
istic type. Arms missing; legs short stumps; sitting 
posture ; body badly formed ; hair indicated on head and 
front of body. Kilt-like apron. Height 2'. Sec 
Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. n. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey; natural- 
istic type. The figure is lying on its back on a kind of 
couch formed by the lower parts of two legs placed close 
together. A pillow looking like an Indian drum rests 
across the knees of the legs forming the couch, and suji- 
ports the head of the reclining figure. The monkey is 
nude and hairy, and holds between its two hands, and 
resting on its abdomen, a small drum. The legs forming 
couch appear to be clothed in knee breeches and top boots. 
Length ij* widtli 1', height 1'. See Phic XLVL 

Y. 0012. o. Terra-cotta head with quaint he.ad-drc.ss, 
features crudely e.xpressed. Coronet from upiKT par: of 
which jug-handle-shaped piece curves over to back of 
head; in its loop a small pillow-slupcd pad or billet. 
Hair drawn back and down towards nape of neck ; t!c»l, 
and tail turned sharply up covering lower part of ‘jug- 
handle.’ A band j-asscs up from below c.arj to upper 
part of tail. Coronet or hair curves round above cars 10 
cheeks. Lcngtir ij'- See Plate XLVI. 
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Y. 0012. p. Terra-cotta grotesque dog (Chinese pug). 
L. fore leg missing. Roughly movlelled. Tlic tail is 
curled over liic b.ick. The R. c.rr is directed forward 
(the L. car missing). A series of dots made witli tlic 
modelling tool dccor.ite llie back, from tlie neck to the 
waist. Length i', height y. Sec Pl.ite XLVI. 

y. 0012. q. Terra-cotta bull's liead, much worn. L. 
born missing. The form of the head is very naiur.tl, but 
the cars are placed above and before tiic horn.-!. The 
horn tliat remains is very thick and directed backwards 
and upward. Length frosn tip of nose to level of points 
of horns i See Plate XLVII. 

Y. 0012. r. Grotesque seated figure In torr.a-coUa ; 
seems to be human; head missing. The hands rest on 
knees. Abdomen rather distended. The feet arc mere 
slumps and on the shins arc leaf-like markings. Height 
ly, width ly, depth ij*. Sec Plate XLIV. 

Y. 0012. s. Terra-cotta nitisk, human face, cast from 
a mould. The eyes arc large and long. E)'cbrows, 
indicalcd by dots', well arched. Chce'KS full and round. 
Nose small. Small drooping moustaclic. Lower lip full. 
Chin sm.dl arid round. I'orehcad receding. Toj) of head 
b.a!tl. lictween eyebrows two small parallel curved marks. 
Hair inJicaletl on the R. proper side of hc.id. The 
L. side is broltcn away. Tire svholc face is very weak, 
but of natural prcjmi lions cxccitling the eyes, which arc 
too large. Height i^', width ij'. Sec Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. t. Terru-cotUx grotesque I 3 .actrian c.amcJ. 
Harnc.ssed .os, and gcitcrally similar to, Y. 009. I. No 
laii and no conical ptoiulrcrancc on hc.td. Height 1^*, 
length ij'. See Plate XLVII. 

Y. 0012. u. Terra-cotta grotesque horse’s head and 
neck, Used as the siwui of a vessel. The mouth is open 
sho-aing a row of small top teeth, and from between the 
lips issues a round tube through win'ch liic liquid w.13 
poured. The upper lip is recurved and the nostrils 
placed on the front of the nose. H.iir is indicated on 
the edge of each lower Jaw-bone. Itlanc erect, neck 
well arched. On that part of the fragment which Joined 
the body of the vessel are several deeply indented holes, 
evidently to give tooth for the connecting city. The 
colour is a good red and the material line. Length sy, 
widtlt i'. Sec Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. V. Small terra-cotta grotesque monkey. 
L. leg broken away; also arms. Naturalistic ijqw. 
Hairj'; obviously male; sealed. Height y. Sec 
Plate XLVI, 

Y. 0012. w. Miniature terra-cotta vessel, amphora- 
shaped, but without the handles. It has on one side 
a projecting ring by which it was suspended. It has 
a band of simple zigzag ornament round the shoulder. 
The body is conical, point downwards, and the shoulder 
rounded. The neck is narrow and trumpet-shaped. 
Height y, diameter fg". See Plate XLVI. 


Y. 0012. X. Miniature terra-cotta vessel. Il.andle 
broken .away. The body, in vertical section, is elliptical, 
the foot short and conic.al; the neck long and conical, 
broad end uppermost. Height J", diameter j-g". See 
Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0012. y. Tcrna-cotta grotesque. Two monkeys, 
owl-like tyire, embracing amorously. One head is missing, 
tl)c other h.as pigtail. Pose simihir to Y, 009. r. Model- 
ling very crude. Height i’,’- See Plate XLVII. 

Y. 0012. 2. Tcrr.a cotta grotesque, similar to Y. 001 a. y, 
and similarly broken. Height i^'. See Plate XLVII, 

Y. 0013. a. Terra-cotta grotesque seated monkey. 
N.mitalislic type; no arms, ami legs mere stumps. Hair 
on hc.aJ represented as very thick. Hair also indicated 
on front of body, and over middle an apron. On breast 
are ends of what ajiik-.ar to have been ribbons of some 
kind. Through slump of one leg a hole pierced right 
through to hack of figure ; and at this part a roughened 
depression (e.-thibiiing i>oller'3 finger marks) .is though 
the figure had been atiachcd to something. Height 2*. 
Sec Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0013. b. Tcrra-cott.a grotesque monkey, natural- 
istic type; seated on his heels, he supjiorts with both 
hands in his l.ip a hh.altow bowl. Head lilted slightly 
to L. projwr. Hair only on head. Height sj*, width 
>J', depth ly. ike I’latc XLVI. 

Y. 0013. c. Terra-cotUa grotesque monkey ; naiural- 

■ istic type. Hairy; squatting with R. hand raised to 
breast, one finger on ciiiii, the otlicr missing, but probably 
pose was similar to Y. 0013. a. iii. Height ij", width 
1'. Sec Plate XLVI, 

Y. 0013. d. Terra-cotta grotesque Bactrian camel. 
Simikir to Y. 009. 1 , but more roughly modelled. A band 
goes across between the humps, and supirorts a load on 
each side. No other trappings are shown. Height ij', 
length jJ'. Sec Plate XLVI, 

Y. 0013. e. Terra-cotta grotesque miniature monkey. 
Naturalistic type. \S'earing apron, and playing syrinx. 
Height y. See Plate XLVII. 

Y. ooj.}. a. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey. Natural- 
istic type ; hairless, top of head conical. It is scaled and 
has R. hand resting on R. knee, the L. hand to mouth 
apparently to hide a laugh whiclt is cleverly indicated. 
Height i', width ly. See Plate XLVI. 

Y. OOJ.;. b. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, seated, 
resting with elbows on knees, its head between its hands. 
Naturalisu'c type ; hairy; head conical. Height g'. See 
Plate XLVI. 

Y. 0015. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, having 
moulded applique enrichments, consisting of grotesque 
lion’s head, willi large round cars, projecting eyes and 
heavy moustache-covered upper lip. Surrounding the 
face is conventional closely curled hair. Below this runs 
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■ a fillet, with vertical ribbing. Between this and a similar 
fillet runs a plain band about i" broad, slightly sunk, on 
which are appUqui elliptical jewel-like bosses, consisting 
of a convex elliptical centre surrounded by a thin, fillet 
and outside by a border of circular beads. Height. 4^", 
width 3-1", thickness circ. See Plate XLIV. 

Y. 0016. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, made on 
wheel and bearing appUqui enrichments. Between verti- 
cal incised lines in pairs, a grotesque human face, of 
sottish and bibulous aspect, with distorted ears; round, 
fleshy nose ; heavy, frowning brows over prominent bead- 
like eyes ; a large, coarse, grinning mouth showing upper 
teeth and inflated cheeks. The face is surrounded by 
a narrow fringe of hair. Immediately above the head 
fragment of a bunch of grapes. Height 2-^", width 
thickness circ. See Plate XLIV. 

Y. 0017. Circular terra-cotta applique ornament, 
detached. It represents a grotesque Neptune-like head, 
having deep sunk eyes, arched eyebrows with a kind of 
/tVaPa mark between; broad, fleshy nose, inflated cheeks, 
grinning mouth, with long, flowing moustaches and flow- 
ing beard, spreading fanlike as it descends. Prominent, 
pointed ears, and a flat disk-like object on the head 
having a ring at each side. Resting vertically on edge, 
upon this disk, is a kind of 'Cakra' with centre hole in 
which is a bead, and surrounding this centre, between 
faintly incised radiating lines, nine holes. The back- 
ground is composed of incised lines radiating from the 
centre and running from behind the face, off the edge. 
Diameter 2". See Plate XLIIL 

Y. 0018. Terra-cotta fragment of human face, nearly 
life size. Only a portion of R. proper eyebrow and pro- 
minent circular eye, with a little of face to L. of it, remain. 
Comp. B, 001. a, C. 004, Height ij", width 2". See 
Plate XLIV, 

Y. 0019. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, showing 
wheel marks. In the centre is an appUqui figure fully 
dressed in boots, trousers, long-sleeved tunic reaching 
below the knees, and a kind of cape in points, one of 
which falls over each shoulder and the third over breast. 
This cape, the hem of the tunic, and the bottoms of the 
trousers are decorated with an incised line, above which 
a row of little dots. At each lower side of the tunic hangs 
a globular object — perhaps a bell. In the L. hand is an 
object like a scroll, upon the end of which the R. hand 
rests. The chin is visible, and portions of large, massive, 
round earrings. 

To the R. of this figure is a small, squatting figure, 
cross-legged, playing a syrinx. To the left a standing 
figure to same scale, the weight of the body on the R. 
leg, the left being slightly benL This figure appears to 
be nude, with the exception of a cap on the head. It 
is playing the sitar. On all these figures the potter’s 
finger marks appear. Three incised parallel lines run 
round the object. Clay of fine texture. Height 32' > 
width 31 ", thickness |" to i". See Plate XLIV. 


THE KHOTAN OASIS [Chap. VIII 

Y. 0020. a. Terra-cotta whorl, decorated on the upper 
surface with a circle of small incised rings. The form of 
the whorl is circular, with sides and under surface ellipti- 
• cally convex, the upper surface slightly concave. Diameter 
i-|", thickness diameter of hole J", 

Y. 0020. Terra-cotta whorl, similar to Y. 0020. a, in 
dark grey clay. No decoration. Diameter thickness 
I", diameter of bole 

Y. 0021. Four fragments of plain pottery, showing 
marks of the potter’s wheel. The clay is fine and baked 
to a good red. Length of pieces from i^" to 3". 

Y. 0022, Fragment of coarse terra-cotta vessel, con- 
sisting of mouth, neck, and part of shoulder of large vase. 
On one side of the neck is the broken stump of a handle, 
and opposite a hole and surrounding scar where probably 
another handle was attached. The rim is simply moulded 
and turns onwards in a gradual curve which begins about 
half-way up the neck. Length of neck 4". At the junc- 
tion of neck and shoulder is a fillet moulding, broad, 
channelled on its face. Above this roughly incised, double 
nebulde, about i" broad, then a pair of incised lines, then 
a i" band of roughly incised lattice lines, and finally two 
more parallel incised lines. All these details encircle the 
neck, but break off where the handles have been. Round 
the shoulder, immediately below fillet is a repetition of the 
nebular pattern, below which a pair of incised lines, then 
a band of lattice, two more incised lines, and the nebulae 
again. On the shoulder, and nearly 3" below the hole in 
the neck (centre to centre), is a similar hole, obviously the 
other point of insertion of this handle. There is a con- 
siderable piece broken out of the rim and neck. 

Height of fragment 6f", external diameter of mouth 
51", width of narrowest part of neck 3^", greatest width of 
shoulders 7|". Thickness of material about /g". See 
. Plate XLIII. 

Y, 0023. Neck and mouth of large terra-cotta 
vessel. The fragment is circular and trumpet-shaped, 
but curving outwards also at the lower end to meet the 
shoulders. The rim is turned over outwards and worked 
into a flat fillet on its outer aspect, slightly overhanging. 
Just within the mouth is an incised line. The neck has 
round its middle five parallel incised lines. At equal 
intervals are the broken stumps of three broad handles 
(about i|" broad). In each of the spaces between these 
stumps is an appUqui moulded upper half of a female 
figure carrying in uplifted hands a heavy garland of 
pearls (?) and probably representing a Gandharvf (comp, 
for similar figures in stucco D. i. 02, D. .xii. 5, &c., in 
Plate LVI). The eyes are large, the other features small 
and refined. The hair is dressed loosely on the top of 
the head in a manner resembling the fashion of to-day in 
Europe and of ancient Greece. A heavy necklace sur- 
rounds the neck and another hangs on the breast. On 
the wrists are bangles. All these figures have been cast 
in the same mould. Diameter of mouth 6|-', height 4", 
narrowest part of neck about 3I". See Plate XLIII. 
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i-cotta jug with single handle, resembling 
nochoe. It is perfect, except for a small 
i chipped from the body. The form of the 
sed of elliptical curves, narrowing gradually 
Ider to the bottom, which is flat. The 
and turns over quickly to the slender neck, 
rumpet-shaped, pinched in on one side to 
The simple and graceful handle falls from 
e mouth on the side opposite the spout, to 
The neck joins the shoulder in a soft concave 
depressed below the surface of the shoulder, 
n is extremely simple. It consists of two 
running round the outer surface of the 
lines round the narrowest part of neck; 
ly incised, where the curve of the shoulder 
the side. The surface of the shoulder is 
aur unequal segments by pairs of incised 
from the base of neck to the lines at outer 
der. On each side of these double lines is 
One segment (the smallest) contains the 
indie with shoulder. In each of the other 
.re practically equal, is drawn, by a pair of 
i rather flat arc, extending from junction to 
i lines encircling shoulder with those radiat- 
leck ; in the segment so formed is a lattice 
' incised, and in each division a dot. 
width 4", narrow part of neck i", spout to 
2-1'. Height of body to spring of neck 3I". 
[II. 

Two grotesque monkeys embracing 
Dwl type. One head missing. Similar to 
Height i'. See Plate XLVII. 

esque monkey in grey terra-cotta, squat- 
leg drawn up so as to support L. elbow, 
lorting head. R. hand verelrum tenem. R. 
stretched and hanging down. Tail swings 
o R. knee. Nipples and navel carefully 
marked. The whole figure is carefully 
inished in detail. The back is hairy, also 
le legs. Height 1-3^', width i^". See 

itone miniature figure of angel in atti- 
n. The head is slightly advanced and the 
htly upward. The hands are together, as 
ind feet. The figure kneels, and is sitting 
A pair of wings, folded together, spring 
and extend downwards to soles of feet, 
sears to be nude. The face is of same 
nt in Y. 0012. c. Height depth 

ly of fine terra-cotta vessel, with por- 
nd stem. The body is nearly spherical, 
ed vertically. Round upper part, at junction 
;k, is a flat band f' broad, having a raised 
.each edge. The band between the fillets 
'ith appliqui hemispheres almost touching 


each other. Neck is plain, also stem, of which very little 
remains. Surface of body is peculiarly ribbed. The 
potter, having shaped and smoothed the surface, appears 
to have drawn a slightly convex cutting tool over it from 
top to bottom spirally twenty-nine times, making twenty- 
nine very shallow, slightly spiral flutes, lying close to- 
gether, so that a sharp rib or ridge divides one flute from 
the next, as in the flutings of a Doric column. At one 
side, just above the middle, is an appliqui bull’s head 
which evidently supported the handle. On the opposite 
side a hole is broken. The stem was hollow and, like the 
neck, was evidently made separately. The whole piece 
shows wheel-marks inside. Height nearly 7", width of 
body 5^", narrowest part of neck i^", stem i J", thickness 
of material about See Plate XLIII. 

Y. 0027. b. Small steatite carvings (charms ?), roughly 
made. See Plate LI. 

i. Monkey seated on haunches. Height ^ x 3^'. 

ii. Grotesque animal, perhaps meant for frog (fish?), 
with triangular hole in centre, x 3^". 

iii. Fragment of human figure (female?), legs apart, 
apparently nude but for girdle. Head and feet missing, 

Y. 0028, Terra-cotta vessel, lemon-shape, broken at lip, 
probably used as an Ampulla. It has one small round 
handle at its upper half, and as a decoration a moulded 
appliqui monkey (naturalistic) is seated on top, leaning 
its back against the body of vessel and playing the siiar. 
The body of vessel is divided into six segments by 
deeply incised lines extending from the neck to the base. 
Between these the surface is corrugated by equally deeply 
incised transverse lines, ridges and depressions being of 
about equal thickness. The bottom is small and flattened 
but not accurately enough to enable the vessel to stand. 
Height 4', width 2^', width of neck about i-|', diameter 
at base i", thickness of material 3^'. See Plate XLIII. 

Y. 0029. Buddha figure carved in soapstone. Seated, 
face destroyed. The figure wears a single robe covering 
both shoulders, arms and legs. Ears elongated, hair 
smooth. Pose dhyana-mudra, on a lotus with three 
whorls of petals. The back is rough and flat, and seems 
to have been drilled in one place, from below, probably 
for a means of attaching the piece to something. Work 
of Gandhara type, but rough. Height 2^", width 2", 
thickness |'. See Plate XL VIII. 

Y. 0030. Terra-cotta bifrons vessel, with slender neck, 
probably used as an Ampulla. Both faces are broad, 
with long and slightly oblique eyes, small noses and 
mouths. One has a conventional moustache, quite small 
and twisted cable-like. This is obviously a male face, 
and the other is probably a female. The hair of both is 
treated similarly to that in B. 001. f., but on the female face 
the hair hangs down to the level of the mouth and is slightly 
turned forward at the ends. Ears are roughly modelled, 
and above ears are what appear to be the lower ends of 
handles, Neck of vessel rises from top of head, and has 
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two cinctures surrounding its junction with head. The 
narrow part is about -J' in diameter and widens out, 
trumpet-shape, towards the mouth, where it is much 
broken. Foot broken off, leaving a hole in bottom of 
vessel. Vessel moulded in two halves stuck together. 
Height 3^' width 2-|' depth (face to face) ai*. See 
Plate XLIII. 

Y, 0031, Terra-cotta female head. Very oblique eyes, 
small mouth, slightly protruding chin. The hair is brought 
low on forehead, is parted in centre, brushed gently R. 
and L. and clipped quite even, level with eyebrows, with 

ANTIQUES ACQUIRED 

B. 001. a. Terra-cotta fragment of mask of human 
face. Top of head, ears, and chin missing. Nose 
strongly aquiline and large. Bushy eyebrows, well arched, 
spring from above the nose. Eyes large, near together, 
slightly oblique, but loo full to suggest a Mongolian type. 
Between curves of eyebrows a deeply indented lilaka 
mark, and the forehead around and above it is wrinkled. 
Nostrils parallel and narrow. On upper lip, which is 
e.vtremely short, the bushy moustaches are brushed up- 
wards, right and left. Lower lip, narrow. Cheeks full and 
rather high. General form of face long and narrow. On 
the back are potter’s finger-marks. The nose appears to 
have been worked upon after it left the mould. Length 
3-1', width i^'. See Plate XLIV. 

B. 001. b. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, squatting 
upright; hairy; naturalistic type; legs merely short 
stumps. Arms broken away. Navel strongly marked. 
Fragment of R. proper hand remaining, apparently vtre- 
irum lenens. Height 3|', width See Plate 36. 

B. 001. c. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, bearing 
appUqui moulded half-length figure. The face, which is 
a good deal worn, is oval, and the eyes horizontal. On 
the head is a curious bag-like cap the end of which hangs 
down to L. proper shoulder and has a tassel or bell 
attached. In the hands, in front of breast, are held a pair 
of cymbals connected by a cord. Sleeves enveloping the 
arms heavily quilted. Round neck are necklaces. Height 
width 2-J', thickness about See Plate XLV. 

B. 001. d. Terra-cotta appliqu6 figure, GandharvI, 
broken away at middle. It closely resembles those on 
Y. 0023, the principal difference being that this e.vample 
wears a rich tiara, and folds of drapery hang down on 
either side of face. The type of face recalls that of 
Rawak stucco heads. Height about 2', width x|'. See 
Plate XLV. 

B. 001. e. Terra-cotta grotesque, probably handle of 
a jar, representing nondescript animal s head and neck. 

It vaguely resembles a goat’s head, and the neck seems 
to be covered with close woolly hair. It has been 
moulded in two halves and stuck together before burning. 
Height li', width depth i^'. See Plate XLVII. 


THE KHOTAN OASIS [Chap.VIlI 

slight break at the parting. Long hair hangs straight 
down at back and behind ears. There seems to be a 
small turban on the top of the head, the embroidered 
and shaped ends of which hang down on front fringe, 
hloderately long earrings adorn the well-formed ears, and 
a large and well-modelled rosette, with two dependent 
streamers, is placed at the back of the head. There is a 
round hole immediately above this rosette about in 
diameter, and there is another about the same size at the 
neck. Inside of head hollow. It was evidently joined to 
something at the neck. Height 3-J', width i|'. See 
Plate XLV. 

AT KHOTAN TOWN. 

B. 001. f. Terra-cotta grotesque head, in archaic 
style, probably part of a vase decoration. Face very 
broad and short. Eyes very long and prominent; nose 
broad; lips thin; chin round and prominent. Eye- 
brows (emphasized by a series of small indentations sug- 
gestive of hair) very arched. Hair quite conventional. 
It is sharply defined round the face like a lawyer’s wig, 
pointed between the eyebrows, and following the curve of 
the brows sweeps round outer angles of eyes and forward 
to just below malar bone where it is cut off square to the 
ear lobes. A centre parting is indicated by an incised 
line, and the growth of the hair R. and L. is indicated by 
incised lines perfectly hard and straight. That part which 
covers cheek is shown as brushed forward. At back of 
head the hair hangs perfectly straight to nape of neck, 
from each side of which it is cut in a sloping line to about 
middle of ears. On the nape is the broken stump of a 
handle (?), the other end of which is probably shown by 
a broken crown-like fragment on the top of head. The 
neck portion is quite a rough tenon-like piece, which 
evidently fitted into a socket. Ears moderate in size, but 
projecting and roughly formed. The example is cast in 
two halves. Cf. Y. 0012, o, Y. 0031, B. oor, g. Height 
2/g-' width i|' depth i§'. See Plate XLV, 

B. 001. g. Terra-cotta head very similar to B. oor. f 
but not so carefully finished. The back half is missing, 
and the reverse of fragment shows scorings for the purpose 
of giving a tooth for connecting clay. Compared with 
B. 001. f, the features are more pronounced and the eyes 
more oblique. Height if', width x|'. See Plate XLV. 

B. 001. h. Terra-cotta grotesque head somewhat re- 
sembling B. 001. f, but not so archaic, and coarser. The 
eyes are nearly horizontal, nose reiroussi, chin receding, 
eyebrows very pronounced. The wig-like hair is open 
slightly in the centre of forehead, and round the head is 
a garland of roundels which may represent curly hair or 
flowers. Above this is a plaited band running round the 
head. From lower part of back of head issues a handle- 
like tail, which curves upwards to just above the level of 
plaited band. Near the upper end it is tied round with 
a band. Between end of tail and back of head rises a 
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large drooping feaiher, very closely resembling in form an 
ostrich feather. This hangs free over top of head, and 
falling forward, curls over and joins phiitcd band in front. 
The e.ars appear to be tied in tightly across their middle, 
so that they are divided e.ach into two projecting portions. 
Height a}', width ijl', depth t^'. See Plate XLV. 

B. 001. i. Terra-cotta bead, closely resembling D. oot. h, 
but all above plaited hcad-b.and broken away. The tenon 
in place of neck is scored as though to bo fastened into 
a socket. Height a J*, width rj*. Sec Plate XLV. 

B. oox. j. Terra-cott.a grotesque Bacirian camel, closely 
resembling Y. 009. 1 . There w.-u? probably a figure or 
some other lo.id between the humps originally. Very 
roughly made. Height aj', length aj'. Sec Plate 
XLVH. 

B. 001. k. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, owl-like 
type. Legs broken oiT. A Hat object is held horiaontally 
at chest, R. hand above it and L. h.and below supporting 
it. -\cross middle a kill-like object, which however does 
not seem to serve any purpose of decency. Height t jj', 
width i". See Plate XLVH. 

B. 001. 1 . Terra-cotta grotesque monkey. Natural- 
istic type, rather carefully made. The llgurc is sitting on 
its heel.'-', tire legs being a natural length, which is unusual 
with these grotesques. The two bands (broken oil) were 
resting together in front of breast. Body entirety nude 
and hair}'; probably that of a female. Height i*. Sec 
Plate XLVI. 

B. 00a. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, upper li.ilf; 
holding in boili bands a bo'wl as though drinking. 
Naturalistic type ; hairy. Eyes distinctly looking down- 
wards into bowl. Height i', widili 4', depth J'. Sec 
Plate XLVL 

B. D. 001. a. Fragment of sculptured slate, forming 
part of the angle of some larger piece, and sculptured on 
two surfaces at right angles to each oilier. The shape of 
the piece is curious. The more perfect side presents a 
shape vertical on L. proper side, :uid vertical on opjwsiic 
side half-way up, when it turns in a very shallow cun'c 
and meets upper end of L. side. The lower side i.s 
horizontal and dentilatcd, and forms a dividing member 
between the upper and lower (broken aw.ay) panels. The 
contiguous surface .appears to have been of the same 
shape. A groove or rabbet is on outer side to R., where 
probably another portion of design joined. The subject, 
carved in high relief iiv the Gandhira style, is Buddha’s 
temptation by lilara and his dauglitcrs. In a hollow, or 
cavea, is scaled the Bodhisattva, right shoulder and breast 
bare, and wearing a single robe. On his head appears 
to be an ornament. His R. hand resting across his leg 
is directed towards the ground (phumisparia-mudray, in 
L. he holds the corner of his robe. Three female figures 
— two to L. and one to R. — c-xhibit their charms, the pose 
of one closely resembling that of the NaginI in the fresco 
of Celia D. n. at DandSn-Uiliq. In the foreground to 


YOTKAN and in khotan 

R. pro{>cr is the crouching figure of M-lm carrying ifipra in 
R. hand, his head turned towards Buddha. 'Fo L. another 
crouching male figure, be.aring a club or sword in R. 
hand, the face being turned towards Buddha, Of lower 
panel, two small heads only arc visible. In upper cavea 
of contiguous side are visible a tree, and the upraised 
R. arm and ihc shoulder, undraped, of a central figure 
(Buddha?). 'I'o R, projicr in foreground is a half-kneel- 
ing figure in an altitude of adoration. The carving is fine, 
but not very finished. Height ij', width 1', widtli of 
broken face Sec Plate XLVIII. 

B, D. 001. b. Bone or ivory seal, bell-shaped. The 
device is a grotesque lion witii ujtr.-iised tail, in outline. 
Above this an inscription in Tibetan characters, read by 
Dr. Barnett k'ril bzang (literally 

‘.ibundaiit heap-good.’) Height J*, diameter Sec 
Plate L. 

B. D. 001. c. Signet ring of clialccdony or pale carnclion 
(according to I’rof. Miers’ examination). On fiaticncd 
upjier surface cut in intaglio male bust to R.; hair rolled, 
wearing carring, i J'x 5 '. See Plate XLIX. 

B. D. 001. d. Elliptical seal of ony.x, bearing, in intaglio, 
bc.td of Persian type, to R., wearing mousUache and hair 
rolled; drapery over shoulders. S'XrJ-'xl'. See 
Plate XLIX. 

B. D. 001. c. Elliptical sCiil of onyx, bearing, in intaglio, a 
g.rlloping Indian bull to R., with tail uplifted, jj'x nearly 
S'. Sec Plate XLIX. 

B. D. oor. f. Circular seal in carnclion, bearing, in in- 
taglio stag with br.ancliing horns couchant to R. Very 
roughly cut. Diam. pd". See Plate XLIX. 

B. D. 001. g. Circular seal in onyx, bearing, in intaglio, 
male (?) head to R. Hair smooilied close to head, with 
a cincture of loose hair passing completely round forehead, 
behind ears and below occiput, giving a cap-like appear- 
ance. Diam. yy. Sec Plate XLIX. 

B. D. 001. b. Elliptical seal in agate, bearing, in intaglio, 
bust to R., with moustache, earrings, and mane-like head- 
dress extending to nape of neck. Bust draped, y x/3' 
Sec Plate XLIX. 

B. D. 001. 1 . Elliptical seal in camelion, representing, in 
intaglio, a very rouglily cut straight-horned sheep or goat 
to R, 3 ' X 3 ' (nearly). See Plate XLIX. 

B. D. 001. j. Elliptical seal in onyx, bearing, in int.igIio, 
a female head to R. ; on top of head is a mask of a man’s 
face, tilted upwards and backwards in the manner of 
a visor, the peak of a helmet apparently coming from 
beneath and covering brow of female, Tlie mask wears 
a helmet, the frontal portion of which is visible, and a 
jnanc-like plume, wJricli issues from it, falls in position of 
female’s hair. Tire type of heads is Persian. In front of 
female arc four KharofthI (?) characters written in a vertical 
column. Engraved surface 3 ' x j'. See Plate XLIX, 
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B. D. 001. k. Elliptical convex seal in carbuncle, flat 
on the under side. Device, in intaglio, a wild boar, 
crined, couchant to R. x See Plate XLIX. 

B. D, ooi, 1 . Grotesque figure carved in steatite, mon- 
key-like, seated with outstretched legs, L, fore-arm lying 
on L. leg ; R. hand raised to mouth. Tail lies straight 
beneath legs. Height i", width -g", depth (front to back) 
See Plate LI. 

B. D. ooi. m. Square bronze seal, shank at back broken. 
A bird standing to L. with wings uplifted, perhaps meant 
for a goose. Much corroded, square. See Plate L. 

B. D. ooi. n. Bronze seal, broken at corners and shank. 
It appears to have been circular, with four decorative 
e.xcrescences equidistant from each other giving a square 
contour to the whole. Two of the projections are missing. 
The device seems to be a primrose-like flower in intaglio. 
Diameter about f". 

I. OOI. Intaglio, carbuncle; elliptical, plano-convex; 
broken at lower end. On conve.x surface, in intaglio, 
finely cut portrait head of Indo-Scythian type three 
quarters to L. The face is long and narrow; prominent 
eyes, well-marked eyebrows, delicate nose and mouth, 
slightly prominent chin. A circular jewel is on front of 
head, from behind which fall strings of jewels, or plaited 
hair. The ears are jewelled. A jewelled and massive 
necklace is visible on proper R., and what appears to be 
ornaments on R. shoulder. A flowing end of drapery 
floats out over it. R. and L. is an inscription running 
round edge of surface, resembling the debased Greek 
characters of ‘ Scytho-Sassanian ’ coins. See 

Plate XLIX. 

Kh. OOI. a. Elliptical seal of sard bearing, in intaglio, 
quadriga of horses to R., with driver standing on chariot 
(Helios?) behind, ^'x-l". See Plate XLIX. 

Kh. OOI. b. Elliptical seal of chalcedony, bearing, in 
intaglio, boar's head to R. See Plate XLIX. 

Kh. 002. Elliptical seal of nicolo, bearing, in intaglio, 
winged Eros, standing to R., with wreath in R. hand and 
arrow in L. Carefully engraved and well-proportioned. 

X is". See Plate XLIX. 

Kh. 003. a. Moulded terra-cotta spout in the form of 
a grotesque face. The eyebrows are bushy and meet in 
a knot; eyes are projecting roundels; nose prominent, 
swollen, and retroussi', cheeks puffed ; lips thick, grinning 
and slightly parted, the L. proper half of the mouth being 
pierced through to form spout. There is no chin, and 
curling hair surrounds face, if^xrl". See Plate XLIV. 

Kh. 003. b. Fragment of fine terra-cotta vessel bear- 
ing an appli^u^ figure in bas-relief. It represents a female, 
GandharvI, rising from a lotus, all the body below the 
middle being concealed by the flower. The hands are 
raised on either side to the level of the ears, and each 
grasps an end of a garland which hangs in a festoon in 
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front of the body below the breasts. Wrists adorned with 
bangles, and just below the flattened table-like centre of 
lotus is a row of beads. The face was much damaged 
before firing, the nose being flattened; but the expression 
of the mouth is smiling; the eyes are rather prominent 
and full. On the head is an inverted lotus serving as 
a cap. The pose and general design closely resemble 
the stucco GandharvI figures of D, i. and D. xn ; comp. 
Plate LVI. Height af", width il". See Plate XLV. 

Kh. 003. c. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, bearing a 
flying or dancing figure. Hands raised and joined together 
above head. The head is inclined slightly to R. and 
downwards. Legs (R. broken off) crossed, left in front of 
right, suggesting rather dancing than flying. Over shoulders 
hangs a very full and loose cloak. Size See 

Plate XLV. 

Kh. 003. d. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, ornamented 
with raised moulding dented at short intervals ; below this 
an appliqtti moulded ornament composed of two circular 
concentric rows of beads with a fillet between, round a 
centre larger bead. Size r-l'x if'- 

Kh. 003. e. Terra-cotta appliqud ornament ; grotesque 
animal’s head resembling that of a Chinese pug dog. Size 
if'xir. See Plate XLIV. 

Kh. 003. f. Terra-cotta applique ornament, showing 
animat's head similar to Kh. 003, e, but with large ears, 
and much less carefully modelled. Dark grey clay due to 
over-firing. This fragment has been subjected to great heat 
after being broken. Size if" x if". See Plate XL VII. 

Kh. 003. g. Relief fragment on dark slate-stone richly 
carved on both sides, and apparently part of a miniature 
shrine. This appears to be a portion of a L. proper wing 
of the object, and shows that it was divided architecturally 
into panels or caveae, each stage being supported on 
cantilevers as in many of the Gandhara sculptures. On 
obverse is represented the scene of the Bodhisattva 
(Buddha) cutting his hair (comp. Foucher, L'Ari dti 
Gandhdra, pp. 363 sqq., where this relief is mentioned). 
The figure of B. is shown nearly full face, turned slightly 
to R. proper, seated cross-legged upon a draped cushion. 
The robe covers L. shoulder and then passes under R. 
armpit, leaving R. arm, breast and shoulder bare. It 
appears to cover the legs completely. From top of head, 
which is inclined slightly downwards, depends the hair 
(twisted into rope shape) which is grasped by L. hand. 
The R. hand upraised cuts the hair with a sword. To 
R. a kneeling figure with garland, and to L. a standing 
figure with turban. Above and within, right and left, two 
adoring figures. In the upper cavea appears to have been 
Buddha’s alms-bowl ; in the lower another figure subject 
of which one head only (to R.) is left. On the reverse 
the fragment shows relief representation of a draped figure 
in profile, carrying a nude child ; and bearing on the back 
a basket, the straps passing over the shoulder and under 
• the arm. Contour of fragment cleverly adapted to subjects 
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on both siclfs. The figures on reverse are on a considerably 
larger scale than those on the obverse. Head of large 
figure is missing, and also portion below hips. Height 
1^', width See Plate XLVIII. 

Kh. 003. h. Sculptured fragment of slate-like stone, in 
Gandhara style. The obverse represents a seateil llodhi- 
saliva, the two hands {JLiruuiCiiirii-muiira) in front of 
bre.ast. Face, though rouglily car\-ed, of Gandli.lra type ; 
hair arranged in four rows of small curls, above which 
ustiisj. The ears arc greatly elongated and slit. The 
robe is die usual simple one, and le.aves R. arm and 
breast bare. On brow ur>u. The reverse is much broken, 
and shows only a portion of a long quilted tunic and 
tangun covering L. leg of a standing figure, which would 
probably be about 3-4 inches high. The fragment probably 
belongs to a miniature shrine. Height a*, width 1 J*. See 
Plate XLVIH. 

Kh. 003. i. Fragment of sculptured slate representing 
a figure completely clothed in a single robe, seated upon 
a lotus, the hands resting one within the other in the lap 
{dJiyjtia-inuJra), Ears elongated and slit. Face broatl and 
eyes slightly oblique. The head appears to be enveloped 
in a smooth round cap. Behind head is indicated a nimbus. 
The whole, although roughly carved, is reminiscent of the 
Gandlura style. The piece is evidently a fragment of a 
larger composition. There is no us/itfa or visible urtiJ, 
although there seems to be a trace of the latter having been 
painted on. Height a', width ij*. See Plate XLVIII. 

Kh. oo3.j. Bronze miniature of st.anding Bodhisattva 
figure j R. hand raised, palm fonvard, fingers up (fibhitya- 
mudra). L. arm pendant, probably holding corner of robe 
or amrla flask. The style of figure resembles the stucco 
reliefs of Rawak Vihara; comp. Plate LXXXVI. Bene.ath 
the base on which the figure stands is a chulc or tang, for 
insertion into a socket. Pleight a', width J*. Sec Plate LI. 

Kh. 003. k. Portion of handle of terra-cotta vessel. 
The fragment is curved, and on its convex side is a bract- 
like outgrowing piece having a concave curve, and 
broadening laterally. In concavity of this portion a 
moulded applique satyr-like mask. Very naturalistic and 
classic. Surrounding the grinning face is an encircling 
row of rings suggesting curls, and outside that another 
row of circles incised in bract portion of handle. From 
lower lip depends a conventionally treated wedge-shaped 
beard, broad end downwards. The whole piece is c-x- 
tremely good and quite unoriental. I-Icight 2 J-', width sj", 

, depth 2-^'. .See Plate XLIV. 

Kh. 003. 1 . Terra-cotta fragment, probably portion of 
handle of a vessel. Ornamented with applique grotesque 
crocodile head {Gavialis gangeiicus) similar to Y. 0011. a, 
but in this instance eyes more naturally placed near top of 
head ; over them heavy eyebrows. The neck tapers into 
a recurved point. A few incised lines and dots on the 
handle show that that was also decorated. Length 
width - 2 ". See Plate XLV. 


Kb. 003. m. Terra-cotta fragment, apparently portion 
of a handle of some vessel. It is flat and rather thin. On 
outer surface an ornament consisting of a row of circles 
with a dot in centre of each, bordered on each side by 
two lincsi, all incised. At each side of handle, standing 
on portion of body of vessel remaining, and with backs 
resting against narrow edges of handle, are two appliqud 
figures of musicians with drums. They are fully clothed 
in long kurtii and boots. One holds a drum with its flat 
sides vertical, and the other with the sides horizontal, one 
h.ind resting on the upper surface, and the other on the 
lower. The body of the vessel was decorated with incised 
lines. Both figures arc headless. Height ij", width r^-', 
thickness of handle width of handle JJ". See Plate 
XLV. 

Kh. 003. n. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey, female. 
Naturalistic type. Lower limbs broken off. Well-developed 
breasts, R. proper being held by R. hand, L. hand pressed 
to L. parietal part of head (cf. Y. 0025). Head coarsely 
modelled. Hair indicated on head and arms only. Height 
ij", width ij', depth iV- See Plate XLVII. 

Kh. 003. o. Terra-cotta grotesque bear, embracing, as 
though trying to climb, a tree stump. The head resembles 
rather the owl-like monkey type, but the short thick tail 
and characteristic lower limbs clearly indicate a bear. 
Height 1 2 ', width I", depth y. See Plate XLVII. 

Kh. 003. p. Fragment of relief figure carved in steatite. 
Portion from waist upwards and feet missing. The figure 
is draped from waist to ankles in loose, clinging robe. 
L. proper hand rests on L. hip, and a bangle is on wrist. 
Pose, that of M.aya at the nativity of Buddha. The back 
is plain and flat, and has a hole drilled half-way through. 
Height 1 3 ', width J", thickness See Plate XLVIII. 

Kh. 003. q. Sculptured fragment In steatite. Human 
head. The face, considerably worn, is hairless and of 
G.andlwra type; eyes very slightly oblique. The hair, 
which is wavy, grows to a point in the centre of forehead. 
Shape of face a full oval; mouth delicate and smiling. 
A kind of high coronet surrounds the hair, consisting of 
a fiat band wliich inclines slightly forward at its upper 
edge and is ornamented with three bosses, centre one 
oval and those at the sides circular. Each boss is 
divided into four sectors by two crossed incised lines. In 
cacli sector is an incised triangle, whose sides are equi- 
distant from each boundary of sector. Between the bosses 
is a kind of double bud, or vajra-Vike form — common in 
Greek and Roman ornament, and in Graeco-Buddhist 
sculpture. From the two side bosses to the back the 
band is plain, but in the centre of the back is a knot and 
two depending embroidered ends of drapery, so that the 
bosses appear to be stiff ornaments attached to a band of 
soft material, a kind of laenia. Height rg", width i", 
depth I*. See Plate XLVIII. 

Kh. 005. Fragment of relief in slate. Obverse ; Gan- 
dhiira style. Nativity of Buddha. In an upright conical 
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cavea, to which is joined on R. proper a shorter cavea, 
stands the figure of Maya holding by R. hand the branch of 
a tree bending to right above her head. She is supported 
on L. by an attendant. On R. a figure receives the infant 
which is issuing from R. side. Below in foreground a 
standing figure of the infant taking his first steps. Below 
was a second cavea, now broken away. 

Reverse : Head and shoulder of a figure in profile to 
L. proper, with long hair, and draped. Behind figure 
rises a conical object (Stupa ?) decorated with horizontal 
bands of ornament and supported by the R. hand of 
another figure, broken away. The contour of the whole 
fragment is the contour of these reverse details, and the 
form of the obverse is adapted to this. A hole is drilled 
in the top. Height i", tvidth I". See Plate XLVIII. 

Kh. 006. Fragment of standing figure sculptured in 
soapstone. The figure is nude to the hips, below which 
is a falling robe. The upper part of figure leans grace- 
fully to L. proper. On neck and breast necklaces. Feet, 
arms, and head missing. A few rough lines suggestive 
of modelling on the back. Height aj", width I", thick- 
ness -I". See Plate XLVHI. 

Kh. 007, Bronze panel, representing Ganesa seated on 
an open lotus. R. hand raised holding an object sup- 
ported on R. leg (perhaps an anhts), and L. resting in 
lap and holding a round object. Ears very large and 
wing-like. Height 

Kh. 008. Fragment of ivory carving in tlie round. 

A male figure, beardless, with moderately short and wavy 
hair, and wearing earrings and necklace, dressed in a 
single robe caught in at tlie waist, and having long, tight 
sleeves, has his left arm round shoulders of a small female 
figure and his right hand, palm upwards, on her breast. 
His head is turned slightly to L. proper and downwards — 
that is towards the female. The female wears a similar 
long robe, but in addition a short cloak at the back which 
is cither fur-lined or embroidered round edges. The 
R. hand is placed behind L. shoulder of the man, and 
L. hand, depending at the side, carries gracefully a small 
wreath. The lower e.xtremities of man broken away, also 
most of R. leg of female, and all below calf of L. leg. 
Head and L. arm and shoulder of female missing. The 
proportions of the figures are good, but the workmanship 
is not of a high order. Colour brown. Height 3', width 
1 2 ", thickness J". See Plate XLVIII. 

Mac. 001. Neck of terra-cotta vase (presented by 
Mr. G. Jlacartney). Fragment, circular in section, 
broadening at lower end to join the .shoulder of the 
vessel and at tlie upper to form the lip, which is broken 
away. Encircling centre part are five depressed annulets 
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broad, the dividing fillets Y to broad. Three 
moulded enrichments in low relief are applied at equal 
distances upon the neck and lie across the annulets wliich 
serve to connect them. They represent (a) a dancing 
or floating Gandharvi figure, to front, hands upraised and 
clasped above head, the flowing ends of a scarf depending 
over shoulders; necklet indicated; legs crossed as in run- 
ning. General proportions Cupid-like. {b) Standing 
upon a bunch of grapes, two well-modelled, long-tailed 
parrots, facing each other, with beaks crossed. A some- 
what similar application of parrots is found occasionally 
in the Gandhata sculptures, (c) An elephant to right, 
with uplifted bifurcate trunk, each branch ending in a 
lotus from which issues the upper half of a figure, with 
hair dressed in a top-knot, the two figures being back to 
back and having a single nimbus e.xtending behind both 
heads. In their hands, brought to chin level, each holds 
a garland. Although the height of the elephant is only 
the character of the frontal bones, invariably faith- 
fully e.\'pressed by Indian sculptors, is even here clearly- 
observed. The texture of the hide is indicated by a few 
incised dots. In the Ajanla Cave painungs dots arc used 
for the same purpose. Above the intervals between these 
enrichments are p.airs of half vine leaves similar to those 
in the plaster bas-reliefs of DandSn-Uiliq (cf. Plate LVII). 
Below, and marking the junction of neck and shoulder 
of the vessel is an encircling band of sm.all incised rings, 
each ring liaving a centre dot. There are three interrup- 
tions in this band coinciding with the three spaces between 
the tltree applied reliefs, and it seems probable that there 
were originally three handles to the vessel. The aperture 
of the neck has been smootlied and cleared with a cutting 
instrument before burning. The quality of clay is very 
fine. Height al". Breadth at lower part a}', at centre 
1 2 ' at upper part ig'- Thickness about y. See 
Plate XLIV. 

Ya. 001. Bronze- seal, oblong. The device is divided 
into two parts.- The lower part a square, in which is 
cut a conventional flower. The upper part, oblong, in 
which is a figure, very rudely drawn. Figure is full face, 
R. proper leg bent, thigh directed outwards and lower 
part of leg inwards. L. proijcr leg stretched out to left. 
R. arm bent, pcrh.aps to suggest the hand resting on R, 
lljtgh. L. arm hanging down, and in the hand at) upright 
object which m.iy be a spear or club. Over the right 
shoulder three dots of various shapes ; over head a dot 
and below feet another. Figure probably intended to Lc 
scaled on a cushion, with one leg gathered up and the 
other dangling. On b.ick of se.U a shank with a hole 
through it. 1 2 ' x T- Sec Plate L. 

Ya. 001. b. Bronze right hand, probably from a inul! 
Buddha figure. Length iT- 
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Section V.— BUDDHIST SITES DESCRIBED BY HSUAN-TSANG 


We must feel grateful to Hsilan-tsang for having left us unusually full descriptions of 
various places of Buddhist worship outside the capital, not only on account of their intrinsic 
interest for the topographui sacra and the folklore of Khotan, but also because they furnish 
evidence which enables us to test and, as we shall see, to confirm the location of the capital 
at Yotkan, The positions of these sacred places is invariably indicated by distances and bearings 
from the capital. Hence I was naturally led to make my search for them in close connexion with 
my investigation of the latter site, and it is fitting that I should record the results in this place. 

The nearest among these sanctuaries was the convent of So-nio-j 2 ^ with a Stupa 
a hundred feet high in its centre, which the pilgrim visited at a distance of 5 or 6 li 
(a little over a mile) to the west of the royal city*. This is the distance indicated by 
Remusat's and Be.ars versions, whereas Julien’s translation, either by mistake or owing to a 
variant, gives it as 50 or 60 li. The legend as told by HsUan-tsang distinctly favours the 
nearer location. It relates that at one time an Arhat coming from a distant foreign land had 
taken up his abode there in the middle of a wood. The miraculous ligiu spread around by 
his spiritual power was noticed by the king as he stopped at night in a double-storied pavilion 
of his palace. Having been informed of its cause the king proceeded to the holy man and 
respectfully invited him into the palace. On the Sramana refusing to leave the wood, the king 
full of reverence built a convent for him and a SlQpa. When afterwards the king had procured 
a quantity of sacred relics and regretted not to have been able to insert them under the 
StQpa, the Arhat directed him to have the precious objects enclosed successively in receptacles 
of gold, silver, copper, and stone. When this had been done and the relics had been trans- 
ported by the king and his chief officers on an ornamented car to the convent,* the Arhat 

raised the StQpa on the palm of his hand and held it while the king’s workmen dug a place 

for the sacred deposit. Then on the work being accomplished the Arhat once more lowered 
the StQpa to its original position w'ithout any damage *. 

That the StQpa which had been thus uplifted and replaced in so miraculous a fashion was 

an object of special veneration in Khotan is evident also from the reference made to it in the 

‘Annals of Li-yul'. These tell us of king Vijayaviry,a, the eighth successor of Vijayasambhava 
under whom Buddhism was believed to have been first introduced : ‘ One day while looking out 
of Srog-mkhar he perceived a light brilliant as gold and silver at the spot where now stands 
the Hgum-stir Caitya. When the king learned that the Buddha had foretold that at that 
spot a Vihara would be built, he called to his presence the Buddhist Buddhaduta, and having 
made him his spiritual adviser, ordered him to direct the building of the Hgum-stir Vihara*.’ 
I think tliat, notwithstanding the somewhat different form in which the legend as to the origin 
of the shrine is here told, it can scarcely be doubted that the same locality is intended and 
that Buddhaduta corresponds to HsUan-tsang’s Arhat. 


' See M/motres, iL pp. 235 sqq. ; Si-yu-ki, ii. pp. 316 .sq.; 
Rdmusat, VilU de Khotan, pp. 50 sqq. [Also Watters, ii. 
p. 297, has ‘ five or six Ii’.] 

’ For sculptural representations of such solemn relic de- 
positions, comp. Foucher, L’Art du Gandhdra, i. pp. 592 sqq. 

’ This legend and a somewhat similar one told by 
HsQan-tsang of a StQpa near Kapi^a {Mdmoires, i. pp. 45 sq. ; 


Si-yu-ki, i. p. 60) have been discussed by lil. Foucher, 
L'Art du Gandhdra, i. p. 52, with reference to the light they 
throw on the purpose of Stupa construction. 

\Srog-mkhar, as lilr. Thomas informs me, means 
literally ‘ Life-fort '.] 

* See Rockhill, Life 0/ the Buddha, p. 238. 
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We may in all probability recognize an earlier mention of this sanctuary in the passage 
of Fa-hsien which describes the gilt splendour of ‘what is called the kings New monastery' 
and which I have already had occasion to quote in full This monastery was situated 7 to 8 li 
to the west of the city, a bearing and distance closely agreeing with those recorded by Hsuan- 
tsang for the So-mo-je convent. Its building was supposed ' to have taken eighty years and 
extended over three reigns. The Stupa, 250 cubits in height®, was ‘covered above with gold 
and silver, and finished throughout with a combination of all the precious substances Of* the 
Hall of Fuddha, i. e. the "Vihara built behind the Stupa, Fa-hsien extols ‘the magnificence 
and beauty; the beams, pillars, venetianed doors, and windows being all overlaid with gold-leaf.’ 
Besides this, ‘the apartments for the monks are imposingly and elegantly decorated, beyond 
the power of words to express.’ Fa-hsien’s reference to the rich offerings which the monastery 
received from ‘ the kings in the six countries on the east of the Ts ung range of mountains ’ ^ 
makes it clear that this shrine must have enjoyed exceptional fame in his time. Even though 
he does not tell us the story of its origin and speaks of it under a different designation, it 
seems difficult to assume that he could have meant any other than the So-mo-j6 convent still 
renowned in Hsuan-tsang’s days for its splendour and miraculous manifestations. 

Judging from what previous experience had taught me of the fate which has befallen all 
ancient structures within the oasis, I did not expect to trace remains of what, notAvithstanding 
all its glittering splendour, could only have been a pile of sun-dried bricks or Avood doomed 
to rapid decay. All the more delighted was I Avhen on the morning of Nov, aSth, in the 
course of inquiries preliminary to a survey of the villages Avest of Yotkan, I first heard the 
name of Somiya mentioned. The village Avas said to be close to Yotkan and to the Avest of 
it. Its name at once suggested a direct phonetic derivative of the ancient local name w'hich 
is intended by the Chinese transcription of So-mo-j^, and to philological presumption topo- 
graphical evidence soon added its Aveight. 

Leaving the excavated area of the ancient city at its north-Avest corner by the route marked 
in the map of Plate XXIII, I reached first the hamlet of Eskente, half a mile to the Avest. There 
I was told of a ‘ Dobe ’ or mound existing near the cemetery of Somiya. The latter place 
I found to be situated only three-fourths of a mile further Avest, and to consist of some thirty 
scattered dwellings. I proceeded at once to the local Mazar, the reputed resting-place of three 
saints, and found it surrounded by an old cemetery extending over a considerable area at a level 
far loAver than the adjoining fields. On asking from the first old villager I met for the reported 
‘ Dobe ’ I was promptly taken to a field close to the north-eastern corner of the cemetery. 
There a little low mound, rising scarcely five feet above the surrounding ground and some 33 
feet in diameter, is respected by the villagers Avith a kind of superstitious fear, though it shares 
in no orthodox Avay the sacred character of the neighbouring Mazar and cemetery. I soon had 
the oldest men of the village summoned to the spot, and in Avhat they agreed in telling me of 
the mound may, I think, be traced the last lingering recollection of the ancient shrine that has 
left its name to Somiya. 

Shami Sope, a Avithered old man of about ninety, had heard from his father and grandfather, 
who had both died at a great age, that the little mound had ever been respected by the folk 
of Somiya as a halloAved spot not to be touched by the ploughshare. Some unknoAvn saint 


‘ See above, p. 194, note 7. 

® Rdmusat, loc. cit., p. 14, translating the passage from 
the Pirn i tun, gives the height as ‘ vingt-cinq tchang. 

T In the ‘six countries’ east of Ts'ung-ling, i.c. the 


Pamirs, we possibly have an early reference to tlie traditional 
AUi-shahr or hesapolis of Eastern Turkestan; comp, for the 
latter Tdrikh-i-Pashldi, Introd. p. 51. 
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(Ulugh zat), who had come from afar, is supposed to have sat at the spot, and evil would 
befall those who should touch the ground. The name of the saint is forgotten, and the villagers 
could not assert whether he rests under the mound or not. But the people of Somiya never 
pass without saying a prayer, and according to the testimony of Shami Sope and his forbears 
they have clung to this custom for the last two centuries. I take it as a sign of the antiquity 
of the tradition that no name is assigned to the saint whose memory lingers- about the ‘ Dobe 
whereas the names of his three companions, who are supposed to have disappeared beneath 
the ground at the spot now sanctified by the Mazar, are still currently known to young and 
old as Mullah Yahyamutti, Mullah Allamutti, Mullah Serekmutti®. Nobody seemed to know 
of any other ‘ Dobe ’ similarly surrounded by superstitious awe in the neighbourhood. 

Considering the concordant evidence of the name and position of Somiya, I think it probable The name 
that the worship of this nameless mound is the last trace left of the So-mo-je Stupa of Buddhist 
days. We may not be able to throw light on the character or origin of the name So-mo-j6, 
but there is evidence of phonetic analogies to support the assumption that Somiya is the direct 
derivative of the ancient name intended by the Hsi-yic-chi' s transcription. The character ^ so 
is attested elsewhere as a rendering of the syllable so^. mo as a rendering of Indian ma 

or md is also well known i®.. Finally ^ which in Julien’s list appears as the representative 

of the Indian syllables jna, jiid, na, nyd, nya, iia, may very well have been used here to express 
a syllable of which the modern phonetic derivative would be ya, seeing that the ya of the local 
name Niya in the Hsi-yii-chi' s transcription is rendered by the character ^ jct,7ig, which is 
otherwise used to express the Indian sounds jna and iia The change from a form '^Somaiia, 
such as may be conjecturally restored from the transcription So-moji, 'into the present Somiya 
is slight, and can be fully accounted for by a well-known phonetic process’®. 

The same day s search enabled me to identify in all probability another sacred site men- Convent of 

tioned by Hsiian-tsang. In a convent known as the Ti-chia-p''o-fti-na Saogharama, and situated Tt-chia-p'o- 
a little over lo li to the south-west of the capital, the pilgrim was shown the statue of a standing ^ 

Buddha which was supposed to have miraculously come to this spot from Kucha A Khotan 
minister exiled to the latter state had secured his repatriation by assiduous worship of this 
image, and as he continued to honour it after his return it came one night by itself. The 
minister then built for it this convent. The name in this case can no longer be traced’^, but 
exactly in the direction and at the distance indicated (about two miles) there lies the popular 
Ziarat of ‘ Bowa-Kambar’, visited by people from all parts of the Khotan district. I found it to 
consist of a large square cemetery enclosing the high mud-built tomb pf the saint, who is 
believed to have acquired holiness by his devoted services as the groom of ‘'All Padshah’. 

The level of the cemetery near its centre lies fully twelve feet below the surrounding fields — 
a certain indication of Its antiquity according to my previously detailed observations. A grove 


® I do not attempt to restore the orthodox Arabic or TurkJ 
forms of these names. The closing -mutli, also occasionally 
pronounced -mupli, probably represents the Arabic mufii. 

* See Julien, MMode pour transcrire, p. i86. 

Comp. Julien, loc. cit., p. 154. 

“ See Julien, loc. cit., p. 115; for Ni-Jang-. Niya, see 
chap. X. sec. iii. 

Julien, Memoires, ii. p. 235, has assumed the Sanskrit 
form *SamaJna as the original of So-mo-ji‘, but quite apart 
from the question whether a Khotan locality in the seventh 
century is likely to have been known by a Sanskrit name, it 


must be pointed out that, though samajna is a compound 
possible in grammar, it presents no meaning acceptable for 
.a name. 

Mdmoires, ii. p. 230; Si-yuPi, ii. p. 313; Ville de 
Khotan, p. 45. 

“ Julien has tentatively restored Ti-chia-p'o-fu-na into 
Dirghabhdvana (recte °bhavand), but though p'o-fu-na as 
a transcription of Skr. bhavana, ‘ residence, sacred habita- 
tion ’ (common in the names of Buddhist shrines in Kashmir, 
see Rajat., II. pp. 339, 369) looks probable enough, I cannot 
find evidence for the rendering of Dirgha by Ti-chia. 

Gg 
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of fine old trees faces the eastern entrance, and a row of booths testifies to the popularity of 
the fairs which take place here at the time of pilgrimages. ^ 

The^ 29th of November, the day of my return to Khotan, was utilized by me for a visit 
to localities south-east of Yotkan, which offered special interest in connexion with the topographia 
sacra of the oasis. I first followed the Yotkan Yar down from Khalche to where it unites with 
the Yar of Kashe. After crossing by a bridge the fairly deep stream thus formed, I reached 
on the other bank of the ravine the lands of Halal-bagh, a collection of large hamlets which 
I was anxious to examine more closely as a local tradition connects the site with the pre- 
Muhammadan rulers of the country. Close to the south of the central hamlet there stretches 
a marsh, known as Aiding-K%d, covering an area of about three-quarters of a square mile. It 
is overgrown with reeds, and traversed in parts by low sandy ridges ; between these appear 
copious springs, which form numerous channels, and subsequently collect into a little stream at 
the northern end, draining towards the Yurung-kash. 

On my visit to Halal-bagh I enjoyed the advantage of an intelligent guide in the person of 
Ibrahim, a local Mullah and proprietor well known for his learning and piety. Though eighty-six 
years old at the time of my visit he was still quite active. Ibrahim Mullah asserted with pride 
that it was at Halal-bagh that there once stood the city of the ‘Khalkhal-i Chin-u-Machin 
the legendary heathen ruler of Khotan, and in evidence showed me chapter and verse in the 
Turk! Ta^kirah of the Four Imams, of which, as well as of the legendaries of other well-known 
Mazars he possessed a copy^^ According to the popular tradition as embodied in this text, 
apparently at no very remote period, the Four Imams whose martyred bodies are supposed to 
rest under a famous Mazar near Polu vanquished the obstinate opponent of Islam after a long 
siege, and his city became a waste. The shrine of Kum-i-Shahidan, about half a mile to the 
north-west of the marsh, is supposed to mark the spot where 360 faithful of the Imams found 
martyrdom in the final struggle. 

But Ibrahim Mullah had information to offer beyond the brief and somewhat vague state- 
ment of the Tadhkirah. According to him, the site where the heathen city had stood was ex- 
cavated for its hidden treasures under the orders of Aba Bakr, the ruler of Kashgar and Khotan 
in the early part of the sixteenth century. He brought water from the Yurung-kash to the 
place to enable his labourers to wash the soil — just as is now done at Ystkan— and in the 
hollow left by his diggings there formed the marsh of Halal-bagh. No old remains of any 
kind are now found, nor could I trace any genuine tradition about such discoveries ever having 
been made at Halal-bagh. On the other hand, it is a fact well attested by a detailed account 
in Mirza Haidar’s Tartkh-i-Rashidl that Aba Bakr, the uncle of the author, carried on treasure- 
seeking operations on a large scale at various old sites in his dominions The methods 
employed must have been curiously similar to those still practised at Yotkan, except that Aba 
Bakr turned prisoners’ labour to use on such work. We are told by the Chronicler that he 
ordered the old cities ... to be excavated by these [prisoners] and the earth dug^ from them 
to be washed. If there were anything big, they would come upon it in digging, while anything 
small [such as gems] they would find when they washed [the earth]. In this way innumerable 
treasures in precious stones, gold, and silver were discovered’. After relating a very fantastic 
story about a wonderful find of treasure thus made ‘in the citadel of Khotan', or according to 
the version of the Turk! translator ‘in the old city of Yarkand’, Mirza Haidar mentions that 
‘several other treasures were brought to light in the old cities of Kashgar, Yarkand, and 


For an abstract of the Tadhkirah in which,- however, D. de Rhins, 111. pp. 38 sqq. 

Halal-bagh is not specified as the site, see Grenard, Mission ” See Tankh-i-Rashidi, pp. 255 sqq. 
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Khotan’. But though describing at length the discipline, &c,, under which the prisoners worked, 
he gives no indication as to the position of these ‘old cities’. 

A vague recollection of Aba Bakr’s treasures and the operations by which he secured 
them still lingers among the people in various parts of Eastern Turkestan^’'. But there does 
not appear to exist anywhere a genuine tradition about specific localities; and in the absence 
of all traces of ancient debris or of earlier evidence of such a tradition we may well doubt 
whether Halal-bagh was really among the places exploited by Aba Bakr, and whether it was 
not his reputation alone which induced local literati like Ibrahim Mullah to connect his name 
with the supposed origin of the Aiding-Kul. The configuration of the marsh itself did not 
appear to me to lend any support to the assumption that it had an artificial origin. With its 
springs and low sandy hillocks it resembles closely the marshes observed by me adjoining the 
cultivated areas of the Keriya and Niya oases, and also north of Lop and of Tasmache in the 
Khotan oasis. Immediately to the east of the Aiding-Kul, a good deal of marshy ground is 
crossed by the road to Khotan town, while some three miles to the south the watercourse 
feeding it from the Yurung-kash is also flanked by water-logged areas about the village of 
Kacha (see map of Plate XXIII), 

In reality there seems good reason for believing that the marsh of Aiding-Kul existed 
long before Aba Bakr’s time, and that we have a reference to it in a legend told by Hsiian- 
tsang. Close to the south-eastern shore of the marsh there rises a mound known as Naghara- 
k/iana, which local tradition, as represented by Ibrahim Mullah, assumes to have formed part 
of the wall enclosing the old city. M. Grenard was the first to recognize in this name, correctly 
pronounced as Naghara-khanah and literally meaning ‘ the house of the kettle-drum ’, the trace 
of a local legend which Hsuan-tsang has recorded of a site in the vicinity of the ancient 
capital Though the conclusion he drew from this as to the position of the latter cannot be 
maintained in view of what has been proved above, I believe the identification of the site 
itself to be justified. 

According to the story told at great length in the Hsi-yii-chi'^^, there was once a great 
stream of which the people of Khotan took advantage to irrigate their lands; Julien’s and 
Beal’s versions make its course lie to the south-east of the capital and directed north-westwards ; 
the distance is given as lOO li in the former and as 200 li in the latter translation -®. On the 
stream ceasing to flow, the king inquired as to the cause of this calamity, and he was told 
by an Arhat to propitiate the ‘dragon’, i. e. the Naga, dwelling in the stream by sacrifices. 
When this had been done, a woman emerged from the stream and, explaining the arrest of 
the waters by the recent death of her husband, asked for a minister of noble birth to be given 
to her in marriage. On the Naginl’s desire being announced, a great officer of state offered 
to sacrifice himself for the restored flow of the water on condition that the king should found 
a convent. After a solemn leavetaking the minister, dressed in white and mounted on a white 
steed, entered the stream. When he reached the middle of the current he struck the water 
with his whip and immediately disappeared. A short time after his steed came to the surface 
again, carrying on its back a great drum of sandalwood. This was found to contain a letter to 
the king in which the minister asked him to suspend the drum to the south-east of the city ; 
-on the approach of an enemy it would sound in advance. The waters of the stream have 

” See Tarikh-i-Rashidi, p. 256. stream flow south-west of the capital and at a distance of 

“ See iJ/mfwj Z). (/e hi. p. 138. 100 li; Ville de Kholan,'^. [Watters agrees with Julien.] 

See ii. pp. 239 sqq. ; ii. pp, 319 sqq. “ Thus Beal and Remusat; Julien has ‘Ausud-estdu 

R^musat’s extract from the Pien i lien makes the royaume,’ a manifest oversight. 
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continued to flow ever since. Hsuan-tsang tells us that the drum of the dragon (Naga) had 
long ago disappeared. But there existed at the place where it had been suspended a lake'^knotvn 
as ‘ the drum-lake and there were still seen the ruins of the convent which had been built by 
its side but was then without monks and deserted 

Seeing that the Aiding-Kul lies exactly south-east of Yotkan, and that apart from it there 
is no sheet of w'ater in the vicinity of the site of the ancient capital which could be called a 
lake or even a natural pond, it is difficult to resist the conclusion that the local name of 
Naghara-khanah, ‘ the drum house,’ is connected with the old legend about the miraculous drum 
which, as we know from Hsuan-tsang, gave its name to the lake and in all probability also to 
the ruined convent he mentions by its side. The e.xamination of the mound now known as 
the ‘ Naghara-khanah ’ leads me to believe that we have in it the remains of die structure 
which was shown to Hsuan-tsang as a ruined convent far more probably than a fragment of 
an otherwise wholly untraceable city wall. The mound measures about 175 feet from east to 
west, with a maximum width of 72 feet: its approximately level top rises about 27 feet above 
the adjoining fields. I failed to trace on its slopes any marks of brickwork or stratification, 
the whole surface showing what looked to me like stamped loess soil. The general appearance 
of the ‘Naghara-khanah’ reminded me of the large oUong mound once bearing a Vihara or 
convent which rises behind the Mauii-Tim Stupa and which has been fully described above 
It can scarcely be doubted that the interior of the Maurl-Tim structure consists of nothing but 
stamped loess; and that when once the facing of sun-dried bricks, which still shows traces of 
niches or small cellas arranged in receding terraces, has undergone further decay in the course 
of centuries, its surface will present the same shapeless look as the Naghara-khanah mound 
does now. The latter, if our identification is right, must already in the seventh century have 
been a ruin of considerable antiquity, and its wholly amorphous condition at the present day 
could thus in no way surprise us. 

It would be of little use to offer conjectures as to the way in which the folklore story of 
the minister’s Curtius-like sacrifice and the miraculous drum came to be attached to this ruined 
mound. But it may be worth noting that, just as all old mounds in this region are now 
popularly supposed to have been constructed as watch-stations by ancient kings, a ruined 
mound of such conspicuous height as the Naghara-khanah must have shown before the ground- 
level around it rose and erosion reduced its elevation, was likely to exercise popular imagination 
in old times. The distance from the Naghara-khanah to the excavated area of Yotkan is only 
two miles, and thus the belief in its having served for die location of a great drum intended 
to warn the capital of an approaching enemy could readily be accounted for, 

I am unable to make any definite suggesdon as to the stream which the legend looked 
upon as the habitadon of the Naginl and her self-sacrificing human husband, seeing the great 
variations in distance and bearing which the several translations show. Possibly some point 
higher up on the Yurung-kash might have been diought of as the scene of the minister’s 
sacrifice. That the legend itself was popular can be safely concluded from Ilstian-tsang’s 
detailed mention. I believe that we have visible proof of this in a fresco excavated by me in 
one of the shrines of Dandan-Uiliq, of which I hope to show in the next chapter that it 
represents die characteristic figures of the legend At a sacred spot connected with such a 
popular legend we might expect to see local worship continued to die present day; aiul in fact. 

This purport of the passage, wliich seems clear enough. ” See above, pp. S t sqcp _ 

is brought out better in Riimusat’s version (loc. cit., p. 60) See below, clap. is. sec. ni. 

than in that of julien which Beal slavishly follows. 
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we do find die immediate vicinity of the Naghara-khanah occupied by a well-known Mazar, 
that of the Three Ghazis. According to the story as related to me, the three holy men had, 
after the martyrdom of the Four Imams, sought for their resting-place without finding it. They 
then stopped at this site when the. earth closed over them -®. The saints’ tomb is marked by 
a relatively well-built ‘Gumbaz’, and forms an object of popular pilgrimage from all parts of 
the oasis. 

It is also to the south-east of the capital, but at a distance nearer than the Aiding-Kul marsh, 
that we have to look for the site of another Buddhist convent which Hsiian-tsang mentions in 
connexion with an interesting local legend-®. To the south-east of the royal city, five or six li -^, 
so the Hsi-yii-chi tells us, there was a convent known as the Ln-shS Sangharama, founded by the 
queen of a former ruler, to whom tradition ascribed the introduction of sericulture into Khotan. 
In old times the country knew nothing of either mulberry trees or silkworms. Hearing that 
China possessed them, die king of Khotan sent an envoy to procure them; but at that time 
the ruler of China was determined not to let others share dieir possession, and had strictly 
prohibited seeds of the mulberry tree or silkworms' eggs being carried outside his frontiers. 
The king of Khotan then with due submission prayed for the hand of a Chinese princess. 
Wlien this request had been acceded to, he dispatched an envoy to escort the princess from 
China, taking care to let the future queen know through him that, in order to assure to herself 
fine silk robes when in Khotan, she had better bring some mulberry seeds and silkworms 
with her. 

The princess thus advised secretly procured mulberry seeds and silkworms’ eggs, and by 
concealing them in the lining of her headdress, which the chief of the frontier guards did not 
dare to examine, managed to remove them safely to Khotan. On her first arrival and before 
her solemn entry into the royal palace, she stopped at the site where subsequently the Lu-sh6 
convent was built®®, and there left the silkworms and the mulberry seeds. From the latter 
grew up the first mulberry trees, with the leaves of which the silkworms were fed when their 
time had come. Then the queen issued an edict engraved on stone, prohibiting the working 
up of the cocoons until the moths of the silkworms had escaped. ‘Then she founded this 
Sangharama on the spot where the first silkworms were bred ®® ; and there are about here 
many old mulberry tree trunks which they say are the remains of the trees first planted. From 
old time till now this kingdom has possessed silkworms, which nobody is allowed to kill, with 
a view to take away the silk stealthily. Those who do so are not allowed to rear the worms 
for a succession of years®®.’ 


“ The names were mentioned to me as Khwaja Paklan 
Ghazi, Khwaja Shaikh Ata-ulwall Ghazi, Khan Amin Nuk- 
rubil Ghazi. M. Grenard probably means the same shrine 
when speaking of the tomb of ‘Keytous Maghrebi,' a 
follower of the Four Imams, as adjoining the Naghara- 
khanah ; see Mission D. de Rhins, iii. p. 40, note i. Much 
in the nomenclature of modern Muhammadan legend about 
Khotan seems to be subject to similar variations. 

See Mdmoirest h- PP- 237 sqq. ; Si-yu-ki, ii. pp. 318 sq.; 
Ville de Khotan, pp. 53 sq. 

Thus Beal and R^musat ; regarding Julien’s ‘ cinquante 
ou soixante li au sud de la capitale,’ which may be merely a 
mistake of translation, see below. 

“ For the correct interpretation of this passage, Beal’s 
and R^musat’s versions must be consulted. 


Beal’s version reproduced above is substantially also 
that of Rdmusat, loc. cit., p. 56. Julien translates : ‘ Aussitdt 
apr^s, elle fit construire ce convent en I’honneur de la ddesse 
des vers h sole.’ 

Julien's version of the concluding passage slightly 
differs ; but there can be no doubt that the prohibition of 
the killing of the silkworms within the cocoon is referred to. 
Such a practice would necessarily be opposed to Buddhist 
notions about the sanctity of animal life, whatever its advan- 
tages from the point of view of the silk producer. The 
purport of the queen’s alleged edict is curiously illustrated by 
a paragraph of The Pioneer, June 21, 1905, recording ‘an 
unexpected and unforeseen difficulty’ which has cropped up 
in connexion with the spread of silk production in Ceylon. 
The demand is now said to be almost entirely for unpierced 
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That the legend here rdated about the origin of one of Khotan’s most important industries 
enjoyed widespread popularity is proved by the painted panel (D. iv. 5) discovered by me in 
one of the Dandan-Uiliq shrines, which presents us, as my detailed analysis will show with 
a spirited picture of the Chinese princess in the act of offering protection to a basketfull of 
unpierced cocoons. An attendant pointing to the princess’s headdress recalls her beneficent 
smuggling by which Khotan was supposed to have obtained its first silkworms, while another 
attendant engaged at a loom or silk-weaving implement symbolizes the industry which the 
princess’s initiative had founded. A divine figure seated in the background may represent the 
genius presiding over the silkworms®^. 

But the fame of the legend is also attested by the version of it which we meet with in the 
‘ Annals of Li-yul ' There we are told that king Vijayajaya, the third successor of Vijayavlrya 
mentioned above in connexion with the legend of the So-mo-je convent, married Princess Pu-nye- 
shar, the daughter of the ruler of China. Wishing to introduce silkworms into Li-yul she commenced 
raising some at Ma-dza, a locality not otherwise specified. Misled "by a mischievous story told 
him by the ministers of China, the king had the house burned down where the silkworms were 
being raised. The queen, however, managed to save and rear some silkworms, and when she 
was able to show to the king the garments she had made of the silk thus procured he greatly 
regretted his previous deed, ‘ He called from India the Bhiksu Sahghaghosa and made him 
his spiritual adviser, and to atone for his wickedness he built the Po-ta-rya and Ma-dza tchaityas 
and a great Vihara (or, the Caitya and the great Vihara of Ma-dza).’ 

Different as the form of the legend here is, there can be little doubt that by the Caitya 
and Vihara of Ma-dza the same sacred locality is meant where Hsuan-tsang found the Lu-shS 
convent. For the location of the latter the Hst-yu-chi's notice is our only guide; and as the 
popular shrine of Kum-i-ShahIdan before mentioned occupies a position relative to Yotkan, 
exactly corresponding in direction and distance to the 5-6 Ji to the south-east of the pilgrim’s 
description, I believe we are justified in recognizing here another instance of the survival of 
old local worship, notwithstanding characteristic change in its objects. It is true that Julien’s 
translation places the Lu-she convent 50 or 60 li south of the capital. But even if this rendering 
is supported By a variant of the Chinese text and is not merely the result of inadvertence (by 
no means unfrequent in the Mdmoires where figures and bearings are concerned), it could not 
claim much weight,; for the distance of 50-60 li or lo-ii miles to the south would take us far 
beyond the limits of cultivable soil to the stony waste of the ‘ Sai ’ at the foot of the hills, 
where it is impossible to suppose that mulberries or any other tree-growth could ever have 
flourished within historical times. It must further be noted that the legend heard by Hsuan-tsang 
represented the Lu-sh6 convent as built on the site which had served as a halting-place for the 
princess coming from China immediately before her solemn entry into the royal palace. It is 
clear that a locality 10 miles or so to the south of the capital would not answer this description. 

Among the sacred sites of Khotan described by Hsiian-tsang there still remains one awaiting 
our notice; and as it was believed to be the oldest Buddhist sanctuary of the territory, and 
manifestly enjoyed great fame, I should not have referred to it last but for the uncertainty of 
its location. This uncertainty is the more curious since the shrine is mentioned not only by 


cocoons, fetching ten times the price of pierced ones. Yet 
Buddhist sentiment in the island is strongly averse to the 
killing of the worm inside, which the working of unpierced 
cocoons presupposes. 

” See below, chap. ix. sec. v. 


” This figure is male; else it might be adduced in sup- 
port of Julien’s translation of a passage above quoted which 
represents the Lu-shS convent as constructed in honour ‘ de 
la ddesse des vers h sole.’ 

” See Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, pp. 238 sq. 
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HsUaa-tsang but also by Sung Y'lln, the Pd shi/t, and other historical texts, as well as by the 
‘Annals of Li-yul’. 

According to the account uniformly told in the Ilsl-yu-chi as well as in the ‘Life’ there 
stood to the south of the royal city at a distance of lO li a large convent built by an ancient 
king in honour of the Arhat Vairocana (k'i-lu-che-na), to whom was attributed the introduction 
of Buddhism into Khotan=‘. In old days, when the law of Buddha had not yet reached the 
countr 3 % the Arhat came to this spot from Kashmir, and in a wood practised meditation. When 
the king, informed of his strange appearance and dress, came to see him the Arhat discoursed 
to him of die boons of Tathagata’s doctrine, and exhorted him to follow the Law, The king 
offered to believe in Buddha if he could see his appearance; and Vairocana promised fulfilment 
of his desire after the building of a convent. The convent was accordingly built, and a great 
assembly of monks had gathered, but as yet there was no ghanlA to cxill together the congre- 
gadon. When the king then iiupiired for the promised appearance there suddenly descended 
from heaven an image of Buddha presenting a glutnld. Thereupon the king became confirmed 
in the faith and eager for its propag-.ition. 1 Isllan-tsang’s biographer, on concluding the story, 
specially notes that this convent was thus the first built in the kingdom. 

Sung YUn has left us a record of the same shrine, which in several respects is of special 
interest^. The king of Khotan, so we arc told, was not a believer in the law of Buddha when 
a merchant brought a Bhiksu called Vairocana (P'i-lu-chan) to a spot under an apricot tree south 
of the city. When he announced to die king that he had brought a ^ramana from abroad 
the prince became very angrisMud proceeded at once to see Vairocana. The latter thereupon 
announced that he had been sent by 'rathagata to exhort the king to build a StQpa of 
the turned-up pdlra [shape], and thus to g:iin religious blessings. The king promised to obey 
if he were allowed to see Buddha. Thereu[X)n Vairocana sounded a bell, and Buddha sent 
Raluila, who appeared to the king in the form of Buddha himself. The king prostrated himself 
at die sight, and built at the foot of the apricot tree a structure to serve as a temple, with 
a representation of Rilhula, but this stnicture suddenly disappeared of itself. Thereupon the 
king built a new Vihara to shelter the im.age, in such a w.ay that the image, though placed 
under the turned-up pCilra, appeared constantly outside — a miracle which greatly benefited the 
spiritual state of all beholders. Near this place the shoes of a Pratyekabuddha (Pi-chih-fo) 
were seen, miraculously preserved without any alteration, of neither leather nor silk, but of an 
unknown substance. 

The learned comments of M. Chavannes have removed the obscurities which beset Sune 
Ylin’s account of this shrine in earlier versions. At the same time hi. Fouchcr, by a convincing 
reference, already quoted in a preceding chapter, to a passage of the has made it 

clear that by the ‘ turned-up palra ’ is meant a StQpa dome of the orthodox shape, originally 
hemispherical. The miracle, which appears to have made the sacred image enclosed in the 
Stupa dome visible to the eyes of pious visitors on frequent occasions, is also capable of 
explanation in view of certain structural features which have been noted elsewhere in extant Stupa 
ruins or in descriptions by the Chinese pilgrims”. Thus Sung Yiin's notice, besides confirming 
Hsuan-tsang’s account of the origin of Vairocana's shrine, supplements it by some interesting 


“ See Memoir cs, ii, 227 sqq. ; Vic, pp. 282 sqq. ; Si-yu-ki, 
ii. pp, 312 sq. ; Villc dc Khotan, pp, .}0 sqq. 

Julien translates, ‘premier roi,’ but the interpretation given 
above from Beal and Rdmusat's versions is evidently more 
correct ; see, below, the Tibetan version. 


” See Chavannes, Voyage dc Song Yun, pp. 17 sq. 

See above, p. 83, Si-yu-ki, i. p. 47; also L’Arl du 
Gandhdra, p. 53. 

” Foucher, L’Art du Gandhdra, pp. 86 sq. 
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details as to its sacred oTajects. The notice which the Pei sJiih presents, probably from the 
records of Hui-sh^ng, Sung Yiin’s companion, and which appears to have been reproduced in 
substantially the same form by the Annals of the Northern Chou^^®, is far briefer; but, on the 
other hand, it furnishes the name of the site occupied by the shrine and a more definite indica- 
tion of its position. We read there that ‘ fifty li to the south of the city is the Tsati-Jiio temple 
8 ‘” 5 "’ ' the place where once the Arhat and Bhiksu Lu-chan [Vairocana) constructed 

for the king of this country the Stupa of “the turned-up pot”; on a rock there is the place 
where a Pi-chih-fo (Pratyekabuddha) walked with bare feet— the two impressions are still to be 
seen there’. 

Before proceeding to consider the topographical indications furnished by this passage, it 
will be useful to acquaint ourselves with the form in which the legend of the oldest Buddhist 
sanctuary of Khotan is reflected in the Tibetan ‘ Annals of Li-yul ’ = 3 . ‘ One hundred and sixty- 

five years after the establishment of the kingdom of Li-yul Vijayasambhava, son of Yeuia, 
ascended the throne, and in the fifth year of his reign the Dharma was first introduced into 
Li-yul. This king was an incarnation of Maitreya and Mahjusri. Having assumed the form of 
a Bhiksu, the Arya Vairocana, he came and dwelt in the Tsu-la grove, in the country of Tsar-ma. 
There he became the spiritual guide of the inhabitants of Li-yul, and taught the ignorant 
cattle-herders in the Li language, and invented the characters of Li. After this the Dharma 
appeared. Then King Vijayasambhava built the great Vihara of Tsar-ma.’ When the Vihara 
was finished Vairocana asked the king to sound the ghanta. As the latter refused unless the 
Tathagata appeared and gave him a ghanta, ‘ immediately Vairocana assumed the appearance 
of the Tathagata, and after having taught like the Tathagata sixty great i^ravakas at Tsar-ma, 
he gave king Vijayasambhava a ghanta, and the king sounded it without ceasing for seven days. 
After that Vairocana invited the Naga king Hu-lor to bring from Kashmir a Caitya which 
contained corporal relics of the seven Tathagatas. It came through the air, and is at present 
at Tsar-ma^®. This Caitya is in the Gandhakuta, and is surrounded by a halo”.’ 

The interest of this version, which in the main is but an amplification of the legend as 
told by Hsuan-tsang, lies in the indication it furnishes as to the traditional date for the intro- 
duction of Buddhism into Khotan (404 years after Buddha’s Nirvana), and in the name Tsar-ma 
given to the locality where Vairocana’s Vihara was built. The identity of the name here intended 
with the Tsan-mo of the Pei shih passage has been already pointed out by Mr. Rockhill. Nor 
does it seem doubtful that this Tibetan form came closer to the original local name than the 
Chinese transcription Tsan-mo, in which, as so often, the closing r of the first syllable has been 
dropped 

But while the recorded forms of the name of the locality closely agree, tlie statements as 
to its position show a serious discrepancy as far as the distance from the capital is concerned. 
The Hsi-yii-chi and the ‘Life’ place it 10 li to the south of the latter, but the notices of the 
Pci shih and Chou shu, though agreeing in the bearing, give the distance as 50 li. My inquiries 
in the neighbourhood of Yotkan failed to reveal any site to the south at the approximate distance 


“ See Chavannes, Voyage de Song Yun, p. 15, note 5, 
p. 18, note 9 ; for the corresponding extracts in the Yten i lien 
comp. Vtlle de Kholan, pp. 20, 29. 

” See Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, pp. 237 sq. I have 
given the correct spelling of Sanskrit words often imper- 
fectly transcribed in these e.xtracts ; thus also above, 

“ The translation shows the name here as a T'sar-ma. 


In a subsequent e.xtract from the ‘ Prediction of San- 
ghavardhana', relating a fantastic story of the emigration of 
all Buddhist priests from Khotan to Tibet, we find the 
Ts'ar-ma {sic) Vihira mentioned as the locality where the 
Bhiksus assembled before setting out on their journey; see 
Life of the Buddha, p. 241. 

*• See the remarks above, p. to, note 6. 
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of two miles indicated by MsUan-tsang which, on the ground of local tradition or worship, could 
be connected with the ancient Buddhist shrine. There is, indeed, a imich-frequcntcd Muhammadan 
shrine, the Mazar of Imrun-Mrisa-Qfisim, at Kosa due south of YOtkan, but the distance is close 
on six miles, and thus far beyond Hsllan-tsang’s estimate. If we adopt the Pci s/tih’s distance 
of 50 li, or approximately ro miles, the difilculty seems at first sight equally great, for beyond 
Imfim-Mflsa-Qasim’s Mazar and the village of Kosa there stretches towards the hills the barren 
pebble Sai, where a grove, such as botli HsUan-tsang and the Annals of Li-yul mention in 
connexion with Vairocana’s convent, could never have existed. 

The difficulties thus encountered will explain why I feel induced to discuss here the possibility Site of 
of an identification which, though purely conjectural for the present, deserves some attention, 
Immediately before proceeding to Votkan I had, on November 2.}, visited the ancient sites of 
Jamada and Chalma-kazan to the south of the oasis, and not far from the left bank of the 
Yurung-kash. The former is a typical Tati closely adjoining the irrigated area of Jamada 
village (see map), where the eroded loess soil for a distance of about one mile from cast to 
west and for about half a mile across is strewn with ancient potsherds. Old Chinese coins arc 
said to be picked up here; but Waiig-Daloi, an intelligent Chinaman trading in jade who 
.acted as my guide here as well as at liie jade-[)iLs further south, had unfortunately mixed up 
his specimens with those he had collected from Votkan and elsewhere. Hence no certain 
conclusion could be drawn from his collection, which seemed to consist chiefly of ‘cash’ of the 
Tang dynasty. On the west and south rise loess banks, which the people of the neighbourhood 
take for the sipil (wall) of the ‘ old town ' ; but probably they are only * witnesses ’ of the original 
ground-level which have escaped the erosion that lowcretl the unprotected loess soil around 

Far more extensive and, judging from the mass of debris, more important is another ruined Site of 
area known .as Cluilma-kazan alwut five miles further south, which occupies the plain, about 
tv miles broad, between the west bank of the Yurung-kash aitd the foot of a low gravel ridge 
flanking the ditbouchcmcnl of the river. It is strewn with a v.ast quantity of coarse potsherds, mixed 
here and there with small bits of broken gla,ss and slag, and to a larger extent with stones 
from die river which no doubt h.atl served for rough walls. The soil is loess, manifestly of the 
riverine type ; and with irrigation the plain, now a barren waste, would present a very different 
aspect. The eroded loess banks .seen at various points of the area showed no great height, 
from which it would appear either that the erosive power of the winds was le.ss in the Yurung- 
kash Valley than in the open plain northward, or that the period since cultivation has ceased 
does not lie so far back as in the case of some of the ancient sites to be described hereafter. 

In the middle of this area a low mound, covered with large rounded stones from the river-bed, Mound of 
at once attracted my attention. It had been mentioned to me before by the villagers of Jamada 
and Bizil, who apply the name of C/talma-kazan in particular to it. Its well-defined round shape 
suggested a Stupa, and a closer examination proved this to be the case. Unfortunately, others 
before me had guessed the nature of the structure ; and a large trench cut from the cast into 
the centre of the mound and down to the present level of the surrounding ground showed that 
‘ treasure-seekers ’ had been at work. The mound in its present state has a diameter of about 
98 feet and rises about 15 feet above the ground. From the excavation made it could be seen 
that the lower portion, which evidently served as a base, and of which a height of about 8 feet 
lay exposed, was constructed of closely packed layers of rough stones. The cavity which the 
burrowing ‘ treasure-seekers ‘ had made in the centre of the mound lay above this, and disclosed 


STUH 


“ For such ‘ wilncsscs' see above, p. 107. 
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first a bed of fine loess about 3 ft. 10 in. higli and above a solid layer of stones. Of this a height 
of close on 3 feet could be measured in the centre, but further out, towards the periphery, it 
seemed to curve down towards the base like a circular vaulted wall. From the kind of well 
or chamber thus formed in the centre, and now filled with loess soil, some deposit had apparently 
been e.\tracted ; but how long ago nobody seemed to know. 

I could not ascertain any traditions or legends about Chalma-kazan, since the site is ordinarily 
visited only by the jade-diggers, whose pits commence to line the river-bank a short distance 
from the southern edge of the debris area which extends here to about half a mile from the 
mound. At the time of my visit working at the jade pits, for a description of which I must 
refer to rny Personal Narrative had mostly ceased for the winter. Neither coins nor other 
objects that could furnish approximate chronological indications were picked up during my visit. 
But among the Chinese copper coins presented to me by Wang-Daloi as coming from Chalma- 
kazan is a small but representative series of T'ang pieces, comprising issues of the period K ai-yiian 
( 7 f 3 “ 7 ‘H A. D.), Ch'ien-yiian (758-759), Ta-li (766-779), Chien-chung (780-783), as well as a single 
coin of the Sung dynasty bearing the ‘nien hao' of Ts'ung-ning (1102-1106 a, d.)H It thus 
appears that the site of Chalma-kazan continued to be occupied approximately as long as that 
of the old capital. The only pieces of ornamented pottery I could obtain from Chalma-kazan, 
also presented by Wang-Daloi, and described with a few other articles in tlie list at the end of 
this section, show the same type of work as noticed at Yotkan, and thus agree with the evidence 
of tljc coins. 

The distance from Chalma-kazan to Yotkan is approximately 13 miles, and the bearing 
south-south-east. Comparing with this position the topographical indications above detailed, 
it has occurred to me whether we might not reasonably look at Chalma-kazan for the site of 
the Stupa of the turned-up //i/ra and Vairocana’s convent. Neither distance nor bearing would 
differ very much from tlie 50 li to the south which the notice of the Pei s/ci/i and Chou shu 
records ; the latter estimate is in all probability meant only to indicate half a day's march, such 
as the easy journey from Khotan town or Yotkan to Chalma-kazan would be reckoned nowadays. 
The mention made in tliat notice of the footprints of a Pratyekabuddha which were shown at 
tliat site on a rock seems to point distinctly to die valley of one or the odier great rivers ; for 
only in the beds of large rubble deposited diere and not in the unbroken loess area of the oasis 
could be found a stone block large enough to show markings, natural or artificial, in which the 
eyes of the pious would recognize sacred footprints. We know from India, where the Avorship 
of such padukas has always been popular among all sects, that these supposed impressions of 
the feet of holy personages ivere ordinarily of a considerable size Since the Kara-kash 
Valley immediately above its dSoucketiieni takes a distinctly westerly direction, only the Yurung- 
kash Valley remains in which to look for a site that could show a ‘rock of the requisite size 
and that at the same time might be described as to the south of the old capital. 

Finally, attention may be called to the curious resemblance Avhich the name Ghalma-kazan 
shows to the designation of the locality of Vairocana’s shrine and to that of its Stupa^. The 
second part of the modern local name is manifesdy the TurkI word kazau, meaning ‘.pot , while 
Chalma might be regarded as the barely changed equivalent of the name '^Charma, Avhich the 


« See Ruins of Khoian, pp, 253 sq. 

See reproductions in Piate LXXXIX, 26; Plate XC, 

33 , 34 , 40 - . . , . 

** Compare, e.g., the reproduction of the stone on the 
Upper Swat river showing Buddha’s padukas as described 


by Hshan-tsang, jWmoires, i. p. 135, published by Buhler in 
the Proceed. 0/ Ihe Imp. Academy 0/ Vienna, 1898, histor.- 
philol. Classe, from an impression which Col. H. A. Deane bad 
secured for me. 
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transcriptions Tsar-ma in Tibetan and Tsan-mo in Chinese clearly pre-suppose as their original. 
Can the mound of Chalma-kazan have derived its name, literally meaning the ‘ pot of Chalma 
from the designation once borne by the chief object of worship at *C/iartna, the ‘Stupa of the 
inverted pair a’ ? The word kazau, however common in its ordinary use, is not known to me 
as forming the second part in any local name of Turkestan, a circumstance which, in view of 
the great uniformity observed in Turk! local nomenclature, makes its use here as a component 
part all the more curious. 

I do not know how, if the old site of Chalma-kazan really marks the position of Vairocana’s 
shrine, we should have to account for the distance of lo li noted by Hsiian-tsang, But it may 
be useful to point out that the pilgrim’s estimate of distance for Mount Go^rnga supplies an 
unquestioned instance of similar error on the same ground. Hsiian-tsang places Mount Go^rhga 
20 li or about 4 miles to the south-west of the Khotan capital. Here, too, we have a correct 
bearing; but the distance is very considerably underestimated, since, as a look at the map 
shows, the hill of Kohmari, whose identity with Mount Go^rhga has been definitely established, 
lies fully ii miles from Yotkan'*^. 


OBJECTS FROM CHALMA-KAZAN. 


C. 001, Square stone button of serpentine. Carved on 
the obverse, a 4-petalled flower within a simple fillet 
border. Reverse, formed into a very flat truncated 4-sided 
pyramid, near apex of which two holes are drilled from 
opposite sides in a slightly downward direction meeting 
on the line of the axis, and giving a means by which the 
button may be sewn to anything. square. Thickness J". 
See Plate LI. 

C. 002. a. Fragment of fine terra-cotta vessel; rim. 
Extremely rich in colour, surface fretted. Upon upper 
curve of rim an ornamental border consisting of roundels 
close together, an incised line running round beneath 
them, il'xl". See Plate LII. 


C. 002. b. Four fragments of glass, moulded, of green- 
ish and pinkish tints. See Plate LII. 

C. 002. c. Two fragments of flint. Perhaps from the 
glass-maker’s workshop where such flint was probably 
used. See Plate LII. 

C. 004. Fragment of grotesque face, showing about 
^ of nose, portion of mouth and strongly recurving mous- 
tache (cf. Y. oor8, B. 001. a). The nose is much exag- 
gerated in length, but otherwise well modelled. Face 
evidently made in a mould, and seems to be surfaced with 
a finer clay than the inner substance. Height 
See Plate XLIV. 


" This discrepancy has been duly noted by M. Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, iii. p. 143. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE RUINS OF DANDAN-UILIO 

Section I.— THE DESERT MARCH TO THE SITE 

Already on my first arrival in Khotan I had commenced local inquiries for ancient sites 
in the desert particularly deserving exploration. It had soon become clear that the only 
hope of securing sure guidance lay in the collection of'specimens distinctly traceable to specific 
old sites among those which ' treasure-seekers ' were in the habit of visiting. ‘ Treasure- 
seeking , i. e, the search for chance finds of precious metal within the areas of ancient settle- 
ments now abandoned to the desert, has been a time-honoured occupation in the Khotan oasis, 
offering to certain more adventurous elements of the population the combined fascinations of 
a kind of lottery and a roving life. In recent years, owing to the continued demand from 
European collectors, the small fraternity of professional treasure-seekers have learned on their 
periodical visits to ancient sites to pay attention also to antiquities as a sort of secondary 
proceeds. Nevertheless, all the information that could be elicited at Khotan, even from persons 
who seemed reliable, was far too vague to permit a plan of systematic explorations to be based 
upon it, I accordingly gladly availed myself of the offer of Badruddin Khan, the Ak-sakal of 
Afghan traders, who from previous services rendered to Mr, Macartney was well acquainted 
with the fraternity, to organize and send out small * prospecting ' parties which might secure 
me the needed specimens. 

During the short stay I made at Khotan in the middle of November, after my return 
from the surveying expedition into the Karanghu-tagh mountains, these small parties turned up 
with their spoil. The obj'ects brought to me from sites close to the oasis, such . as Hanguya 
Tati, Ak-sipil, Jumbe-kum, did not seem to justify a belief that the remains there surviving were 
essentially different from those that might be found on ancient ‘ Tatis ’. It was otherwise with 
the parly which, under the guidance of Turdi, an old and, as experience showed, thoroughly 
reliable ‘treasure-seeker’ from a village of the Yurung-kash canton, had gone out to visit the 
most distant of the locally known sites, called by them Dandan-Uiliq (‘the houses with ivory'). 
Among the specimens brought back by them were tivo small pieces of fresco inscribed with 
Brahml characters, numerous fragments of stucco reliefs which had unmistakably served to 
decorate Buddhist shrines, and also a small but undoubtedly genuine piece of a paper document 
in cursive Central-Asian Brahmi 

It appeared probable, on further examination of the ‘ treasure-seekers that the ruins from 
which they had unearthed these remains and which they described as situated nine to ten 
marches north-eastwards through the desert, were identical with the site which Dr. Hedin had 
seen on his memorable march to the Kenya Darya, and which his narrative speaks of as the 
ancient city Taklamakan.’ He had reached it by another route from Tawakkel beyond the 

1 For a description of these finds see the List of Objects Plate LVIII, for the stucco fragments Plate LV. 
below, under D, T. 01-017; ^or the fresco pieces see 
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northern edge of the oasis. Any possible doubt as to the identity of Dandan-Uiliq was set at 
rest when a few days later I was able to examine, in the presence of Turdi, the two hunters 
Ahmad hlerghen and Kasim Akhun, who had guided Dr. Hedin on his journey and whom at 
my request Pan Darin (Ta-jen), the kindly Amban of Khotan, had promptly sent for. I was 
tlius able to arrange definitely the initial programme of my tour, by fixing upon this site as 
tlte best place for commencing systematic explorations in the desert. 

The specimens brought back by Turdi had the further advantage of convincing the Amban < 
Amban, who previously, notwithstanding his thoroughly friendly attitude, had been somewhat Dann. 
sceptical as to the existence of ancient remains in the desert, that my enterprise was fully 
justified. Pan Darin's scholarly type of mind and his keen historical sense made it easy for me 
to explain to him the direct bearing which the exploration of such ruins would have upon the 
elucidation of the accounts of old Khotan left to us by the great T'ang seng (‘ The monk of 
tlie T'ang period’, i. e. Hsiian-tsang) and other Chinese travellers. His effective assistance for 
all the needful preparations was thus more readily assured, and to it I owed largely, as results 
show, the possibility of successful work at the site. 

The week following my return from Yotkan (Nov. 29) was spent busily at Khotan in Preparations 
w'riting up accounts of my geographical and antiquarian observations for dispatch to Europe, Khotan. 
and in final preparations for the desert journey. In order to keep the camels, on which we 
should have to depend for the difficult marches through the sands, as lightly laden as possible, 
it was necessary to restrict the baggage to absolute essentials and to leave behind at Khotan 
a depot of all stores and materials not immediately required. The elimination was no easy 
matter. On the one hand, no estimate could be formed of the length of time during which my 
explorations would keep me away from Khotan, while, on the other, it was certain that in the 
inhospitable regions where we w'ere to pass the winter any deficiency in the necessary supplies 
and equipment might seriously affect our health and hamper my movements. It was largely 
through the care bestow'ed on transport and supplies that I w’as subsequently able to extend 
my operations so much further from the Khotan base than was originally anticipated. 

On the morning of December 7, a misty and bitterly cold day, I set out for the winter I^Iarch to 
campaign in the desert. In order to reach Dandan-Uiliq I had decided on the route via Tawakkel. 
Tawakkel, which, though longer than the track leading straight into the desert north-east of 
Yurung-kash, which Turdi, my ‘treasure-seeking’ guide, was accustomed to follow, somewhat 
reduced the extent of actual desert-marching w'ith its inseparable privations for man and beast. 

The first day brought me, partly over marshy ground where the Lasku-Ustang and other 
canals finally lose themselves, to Yangi-arik, a village on the edge of the oasis north of Khotan. 

Its fields, as the name shows, had only been brought under cultivation in recent times. After 
two more dreary marches along the barren left bank of the river, where nothing was to be 
seen but high dunes of drifting sand to the west and reed-covered strips near its winding 
course, we crossed the Yurung-kash and soon arrived at the southern end of the Tawakkel 
oasis. 

This oasis owes its existence to the construction, some sixty years before my visit, of an Oasis of 
irrigation canal which takes off the river waters a few miles further south near Kalama-Langar. '^^"'akkel. 
Originally settled by forcibly transported colonists from different parts of the Khotan oasis, 

Tawakkel has since developed into a prosperous small canton of some thousand households. 

The names of the various hamlets, called Tosalla, Borazan, Yurung-kash, &c., still recall the 
tracts which supplied the original parties of settlers. The proximity of the forest belt, which 
accompanies the Y urung-kash on its course through the desert, provides a plentiful supply of 
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wood to this outlying colony. The fact was brought home to me at the very time of my 
arrival by the big bonfires which the local Beg, instructed in advance from Pan Darin’s Yamen 
had caused to be prepared to light up my way, a luxury which could not have been indulged 
in within the main oasis. I was struck also by the prevalence of wood in the construction of 
houses. Whereas in Khotan the free use of this building material is restricted to the dwellings 
of the well-to-do and to other substantial structures, at Tawakkel ■ the houses even of simple 
cultivators show the usual wooden framework and wattle walls covered with mud plaster. We 
shall see from the account of the Dandan-Uiliq ruins that this observation is not without 
antiquarian interest. 

After halting at Hong I moved my camp on the following day to the Beg’s house at 
At-bashi, some six miles further north, in order to complete there the arrangements for the 
party of labourers I wished to take along. In view of the observations detailed above as to 
the rise of the ground-level in the old cultivated area of Khotan, I was interested to note on 
the march that in this comparatively recent oasis the roads and waste spaces lay nowhere more 
than about one foot below the level of the neighbouring fields. The period of irrigation had 
manifestly been too short here to permit of any appreciable rise in the level of the fields. It 
was equally in keeping with previous observations to learn that the area of the colony might 
be greatly extended towards the desert by the construction of additional canals. The abundant 
supply of water which the river carries do\vn during the spring and summer months would 
suffice to bring under cultivation large tracts along either bank of the river now covered by 
low dunes. The fertility of the ‘sand’ which forms the latter is well-known to the cultivators; 
and since its appearance differs in no way from that of disintegrated loess soil within the 
oasis, its identical origin from the fertile deposits of the river courses can scarcely be doubted. 
But here as elsewhere along the southern edge of the Taklamakan desert no surplus of 
population is available for such extended cultivation, nor is the administration capable of 
undertaking fresh irrigation works on a large scale. 

The nth of December was spent at At-bashi in collecting a party of thirty labourers for 
my intended excavations, together with four weeks’ food supply. Notwithstanding the good 
pay offered, if Miskals per diem, more than twice the average wages for unskilled labour, 

I should not have secured the requisite number of men had not stringent instructions to that 
purpose been issued by Pan Darin ; for both on account of superstitious fears and in view of 
the expected rigours of the winter, the cultivators were very reluctant to venture so far into 
the desert. Fortunately the two Tawakkel hunters, Ahmad Merghen and Kasim Akhua 
(father and son), were with me to inspire confidence. I had engaged them as guides ; and 
inured to all hardships, and by the e.xperience of their roving life intelligent far beyond the 
villagers’ horizon, they soon proved most useful in looking after the labourers both on the 
march and at excavation work. I took care to select the physically fittest from among 
the men brought before me, and to assure their being supplied with all needful warm clothing 
and an adequate store of food. Each man had to bring his Ketman , the hoe in common 
use throughout Turkestan, which proved an excellent implement for work in the sand. For the 
carriao-e of their food-supplies and other impedimenta the few camels I could spare from my 
train of eight were not sufficient. So they were supplemented by a dozen donkeys, which offered 
the advantao-e of needing a minimum of fodder. For the camels only a quantity of oil made of rape 
seed could be taken along. Half a pound daily of tliis for each animal proved remarkably effective 
in keeping up their stamina during the trying desert marches, when they had to go without grazing 
or fodder of any kind and sometimes for days without water. Our pomes, for which the desert 
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to be crossed oiTered neither sufficient water nor fodder, were sent back to Khotan, however 
unwelcome to my Turk! followers was the prospect of having to trudge through the sands on foot. 

On the forenoon of the ladi of December, when the troop of labourers had duly collected 
and their loads had been arranged, the start was made for the desert, half the population of 
Tawakkel being assembled to witness our departure. The first march was a short one, to a 
point of the scrub-covered river-bank beyond the northernmost edge of the oasis, where the 
animals were to be allowed a plentiful drink in the evening before entering the sands eastwards. 
On die following day we struck to the east, and soon picked up the track marked by the foot- 
prints of a small advance party whicli I had sent ahead two days previously under the guidance 
of Kasim Akhun. He had orders to dig wells at all places suitable for camps, and after reaching 
Dandan-Uiliq to push on to the Keriya Darya. From there Surveyor Ram Singh, whom three 
weeks earlier I had sent from Khotan on a supplementary surveying e.^pedition into the 
mountains south-east of Khotan, was expected to join me. 

I need not attempt here any detailed description of the desert zone through which the 
next five days’ marches took me. In this desolate waste, which showed no trace of human 
occupadon until the vicinity of Dandan-Uiliq was reached, there was no scope for antiquarian 
observations, while those physical features which are of general geographical interest have already 
been recorded by a most competent observer, Dr. Hedin, who on his journey from Tawakkel 
to die Keriya river in January, 1S96, had crossed the same ground". Yet a brief account 
of this desert journey and its experiences, as already related in my Personal Narrative, may 
well find a place here. It will serve to illustrate the strangely forbidding surroundings which 
formed the scene of the greatest, and certainly the most fascinating part of my archaeological 
labours, and to give some idea of the physical conditions under which the work of the winter 
was done. 

Though die dunes in the area crossed during the first two days were low, rising only to 
6-10 feet, marching in the drift sand was slow work. The feet of men and animals sank deep 
at every step into the fine sand, resembling loess dust, and the progress of the camels was 
reduced to about miles per hour. In view of the want of sufficient fodder and water they 
had to be saved all over-exertion ; hence I soon found that the direct distance covered by a 
day’s march could rarely exceed nine to ten miles. The tamarisk and ‘Kumush’ scrub, which 
was plentiful at first, grew rare in the course of our second march, while the wild poplars or 
‘Toghraks’ disappeared altogether as living trees. Luckily amidst the bare dunes there rose 
at intervals small conical hillocks thickly covered with tamarisk growth, such as I have already had 
occasion to describe in tlie vicinity of the ancient desert site of the sacred rats, and the decayed 
roots of this scrub supplied e.\cellent fueD. Close to these hillocks there were usually to be 
found hollows scooped out of the loess soil, undoubtedly by the erosive action of wind. These 
hollows, which reach down to at least 10-15 below the level of the little valleys separating 
the neighbouring dunes, offer, of course, the nearest approach to the subsoil water. It was 
invariably in them that Kasim’s advance party had dug their wells, and in them also we chose 
our camping-places. The water, which Avas reached after digging to an average depth of 5 to 
7 feet, was very bitter at the first two camps, and scarcely fit for human consumption. But 
as w.e moved further away from the river the brackishness of the wells decreased, an obser- 
vation well known to my guides as generally applicable to these parts of the desert, and 

“ See Reisen in Z.-A., pp. 33 sqq, account of the formation of these tamarisk hillocks, see 

® See above, p. 120. For a graphic diagram and an Hfidiia, Reisen in Z.-A., 34. 


Start into 
desert. 


First 

marches 

through 

desert. 



240 


THE RUINS OF .DANDAN-UILIQ 


[Chap. IX 


Climatic 

conditions. 


Guidance of 
Turdi. 


Approach to 
ancient site. 


First view of 
ruins. 


already noticed by Dr, Hedin. The supply of water furnished by these wells was decidedly 
scanty for so large a party, and since the freezing of the damp soil overnight stopped it alto- 
pther spare water had to be collected in the evening in t^vo of my iron tanks and stored as 
ice for use on the next day. 

The winter of the desert had now set in avith full rigour. In the daytime while on the march 
there was little to complain of, for though the temperature in the shade never rose above 
freezing-point, yet there was no wind, and the delightfully pure air of the desert, and its repose 
(which nothing living disturbs), could be enjoyed without discomfort. But at night, when the 
thermometer would go down to minimum temperatures from o“ to - to° Fahr., my small Kabul 
tent proved a terribly cold abode, and all my fur clothing was needed. Fortunately the ample 
fuel allowed big fires to be kept up by the men, who crouching around them in closely packed 
circles passed the nights safely. 

On the evening of the fourth day after entering the desert, as we were pitching camp 
amidst desolate dunes covering dead tamarisk roots, two of the men sent on ahead returned 
with the report that Kasim’s party had failed to trace the ruined site we were in search of. 
It was now the turn of old Turdi, my ‘treasure-seeking’ guide, to prove his knowledge of this 
dreary region. He had only once in his life approached Dandan-Uiliq from this side, but he 
had on the march several times told me that he thought the track followed under the guidance 
of the Tawakkel hunters was leading too far north. On the plain avowal of their inability to 
discover our goal I could see a gleam of satisfaction pass over his wrinkled face. A short 
conversation with the returned men sufficed for him to locate the point reached by Kasim’s 
party, and early next morning they were sent back with full instructions to guide Kasim into 
the right direction. The guidance of our own party was now taken over by Turdi, who, with 
an instinct bred by the roamings of some thirty years and perhaps also inherited — his father 
before him had followed the fortunes of a treasure-seeker's life — found his bearings even where 
the dead uniformity of the sand dunes would to ordinary eyes seem to offer no possible 
landmark. 

On December 17 we skirted the foot of several higher ridges of sand or Dawans, reaching 
approximately to 25-30 feet above the level of the depressions between them and stretching 
usually in the general direction from north to south, until in the evening we reached a belt of 
ground where dead trees were seen emerging from heavy sand. Shrivelled and bleached as 
they appeared, Turdi and the men could recognize among them trunks of the Toghrak or wild 
poplar, and some other jungle trees, unmistakable proofs that we were in an area once reached 
by water. Turning now to the south-east we came, about one and a half miles further, 
upon stretches of bare loess with an extensive line of hollows, curiously resembling a dry river 
course, yet undoubtedly only a result of wind erosion. In one of these steep-banked hollows 
we succeeded in digging a well, and thus saved ourselves a search in the dark for the spot 
which alone, according to Turdi’s knowledge, offered water in the immediate vicinity of the ruins. 
On the following morning, December 18, after turning a great Dawan, this one with a main 
direction from north-east to south-west, Turdi guided us to the isolated remains of a much-decayed 
small structure to be described hereafter, and a little over two miles furtlier south I found myself 
within view of the ruins which mark the site of Dandan-Uiliq. 

Scattered in small groups over an area which my subsequent survey (see the plan in Plate 
XXIV) showed to extend for about one and a half miles from north to south, with a width of close 
on a mile, there rose from among the low dunes the remains of buildings modest in size but 
of manifest antiquity. Where the sand had blown away, the walls, constructed throughout of 
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a timber framework with thick layers of plaster over a kind of wattle, were exposed to view, 
broken down to within a few feet from the ground. Elsewhere in places, covered by low dunes 
not exceeding 6-io feet in height, the walls could still be made out by the rows of wooden 
posts rising in splintered stumps above the sand. Pottery debris was seen strewing many small 
patches of ground where the dunes had left the loess soil bare in the vicinity of the ruins. 

All structural remains left exposed showed signs of having been explored by ‘ treasure-seekers ’, 
and the marks of the damage caused by their operations was only too evident. Yet even thus 
the ruins, on a first hurried inspection, furnished unmistakable evidence of their character and 
appro.ximate date. The remains of frescoes visible on the much-injured walls of one of the 
exposed structures indicated that Buddhist places of worship were amidst the ruins. The style 
of these frescoes, clearly derived from Indian models, seemed to mark the last centuries pre- 
ceding the introduction of Islam as the probable date when the settlement had been deserted. 

And already on the first day this conclusion received support from two Chinese copper coins of 
the K'ai-yilan period (713- 741 a. d.), which were picked up under my eyes from tlie debris-strewn 
ground near the ruined buildings. 

Old Turdi felt quite at home among these desolate surroundings, which he had visited so often Obsem- 
since his boyhood. It was the fascinating vision of hidden treasure which had drawn him and 
his kinsfolk there again and again, however scanty the tangible reward had been of tlieir trying 
wanderings. Yet tlie familiarity thus acquired with the silent relics of the past had developed 
in him an instinctive interest in all traces of the life that once reigned here. His shrewd 
observations on some of its more practical aspects, and his excellent memory for matter-of-fact 
details noticed in the course of his diggings made him distinctly useful at the site. It was 
evident from his communications that the conditions of the dunes were changing very slowly 
at tliis site. Consequently Turdi had no difficulty in recognizing the places where he and his 
companions had been at work during previous visits. Luckily tlieir scanty resources had never 
allowed them to overcome tlie difficulty presented by the transport to this distant site of supplies 
sufficient for a prolonged stay, or to bring there working parties of more than a few men. 

Hence the structures more deeply buried in the sand had a good chance of escaping Selection of 
unopened. It was important to select these in the first place for my excavations, and I felt 
grateful for Turdi’s good memory and topographical instinct which enabled him readily to 
Indicate their positions. Guided by this first rapid survey I chose for my camp a place from 

which tlie main ruins to be e.xplored were all within easy reach. Practical considerations 

compelled me to make my choice carefully. For in order to keep the men at work as long 
as possible every day they had to be spared tiring tramps through the drift-sand. Still more 
important was it to keep to a spot where fuel could be readily obtained in quantities 
sufficient for our prospective long stay. Tamarisk-covered hillocks were rare, and subsequent 
observation showed that we had almost reached the northernmost limit of their occurrence in 
this region. Hence the dead trees of ancient orchards could alone be expected to furnish an 
adequate supply of fuel, and they were found to be very unequally distributed over the ruined 
area. As soon as the spot which seemed to answer these conditions best had been decided 

upon, and the baggage unloaded, I hastened to dispatch the camels on their three days’ journey 

to the Keriya Darya, there to find the fodder they so badly needed. The donkeys, too, which 
had carried the men’s food supplies, with the meagrest rations for themselves, were now sent 
back to Tawakkel. 
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Before proceeding to a detailed account of the excavations carried on by me at the site 
of Dandan-Uiliq, and the archaeological finds yielded by them, it will be useful to describe in 
broad outlines the characteristic features of the area which contains the ruins. With the 
exception of occasional narrow patches already mentioned, where the hard loess soil lies exposed, 
the whole of it is covered by low dunes of the usual semi-lunar shape ranged in close suc- 
cession. In accordance with the prevailing winds, their crest was found generally facing with 
its concave side to the south or south-east. The drift-' sand ' of the dunes differs in no way in 
appearance from the fine sand that filled the structures excavated. Of the specimens brought back 
from the latter, Prof. L6czy s microscopical examination has shown that their constitution is identical 
with that of the riverine loess found in the various layers of Votkan. Hence the conclusion seems 
justified that the dunes of Dandan-Uiliq, like those at Rawak, Ak-sipil, and elsewhere near the 
edges of the Khotan oasis, owe their origin to accumulation of finer river deposits carried away 
by the winds or else to identical materials collected by the winds from eroded loess beds. 

Within tlie limits of the area where pottery debris occurs on any bare patches of loess 
(marked by a dotted line in Plate XXIV) the height of individual dunes above the original level 
did not seem anywhere to exceed to feet. But beyond titose limits to the north the average 
elevation of the dunes increased up to about 20 feet, and the small depressions between them 
invariably showed deep sand at their bottom. Two miles to the north lay the great ridge of 
drift-sand I had passed on approaching the site, with its broad swelling crest reaching an 
apparent elevation of about 50 feet above the ground to the south. Two similar great Dawans 
were seen rising to the east and north-west of the ruined area, high enough to hide completely 
any ancient buildings that might have existed there. But their slopes did not approach the 
area nearer than about half a mile, and as the intervening ground showed no traces of ruins 
there is nothing to suggest that those heavy masses of sand cover ancient remains. 

Within the area anciently occupied only one prominent physical feature attracted attention, 
a clearly marked depression stretching in the direction south-east to north-west to near the spot 
where our well was dug in a basin-like hollow. The width of this depression varied from about 
50 to 80 yards and more, and its depth from 10 to 20 feet. Its banks steeply cut into the 
loess soil, together with the curving course, curiously suggested a river bed. Yet a closer 
examination of the banks, especially those towards the west, showed at once that the force which 
had excavated this depression could only be wind erosion. That this potent agency was still 
actually at work could be seen where the great trench passes close to the group of ancient 
dwellings marked D, v and D, ix. Here progressive erosion had undermined the timber 
foundations of structures adjoining the bank, and large fragments of wood which had evidently 
become detached quite recently, together with other ddbris, were strewing the steep slope. I had 
subsequently frequent occasion to observe exactly the same process in its progressive stages of 
destruction near the ruined buildings of the Niya Site, where the surrounding ground had been 
gradually cut away to 15 feet and more below the original level as indicated by the ruins h 


* I am inclined to believe that the depression above briefly 
described, and also marked in the plan, is closely related in 
character and origin to the large wind-cut trenches, often 
developed into regular parallel valleys, which Prof. E. de 
Cholnoky has observed in certain sandy areas of the Hun- 
garian plains. See bis paper ‘On the laws of drift-sand 


movement' in the Journal of ikt Hungarian Geological 
Inslitule, 1903 (transl. in Foldlmi kazlSny, xxxii, pp. 138 
sqq-)> where the great geological importance of this pheno- 
menon for the explanation of surface formations appears to 
have been recognized for the first time. 
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Apart from the ancient structures thus attacked in their very foundations, there was ample Effects of 
evidence at the site of the havoc worked by erosion both at the present and during earlier 
periods. Wherever the tops of posts or other parts of the timber framework of houses still 
rose above the protecting cover of sand, they showed by their curious splintered and abraded 
appearance the force of the wind and driven sand to which they were e.xposed during the 
Buran periods. The same was the case with all walls which the operations of treasure-seekers 
or the shifting of dunes had within recent years deprived of their protective layer of sand. 

Finally, we have to recognize manifest results of erosion, probably from an early period, in the 
numerous places between the ruins where the ground was thickly strewn with fragments of 
coarse pottery, small corroded pieces of metal and similar debris, while no trace of structural 
remains survived. In view of our previous observations on 'Tatis' it seems safe to assume 
that these remains mark the positions occupied by less pretentious buildings, which, like the 
houses of Khotan cultivators at the present day, were built wholly of sun-dried bricks or 
stamped clay. These were likely to crumble away far more quickly than buildings with a solid 
timber framework covered by hard plaster, and erosion could complete their destruction before 
the drift-sand arrived in sufficient masses to cover them up and afford protection. This 
observation helps to e.\plain, at least partly, why at a site like Dandan-UiHq, which for various 
reasons may be supposed to have been occupied by a comparatively large settlement, the 
structural remains traceable at present are limited to small groups of timber-built stnictures 
widely scattered over the ruined area. 

I propose to describe the e.xcavations carried on among these structures group by group, 
though the limited time at my disposal did not allow me systematically to follow the same 
order in the course of the work. I may, however, make an exception in the case of the small 
structure with the clearing of which I commenced my explorations on the morning of December 19. 

On the previous evening I had noticed much-decayed remains of a small square building, D. r, 
immediately to the south-east of my camp. Turdi knew it as a ‘But-khana’, or ‘temple of 
idols’, and well remembered having searched it in his own fashion on previous visits. The 
last of diese must have been his ‘ prospecting ’ expedition on my behalf, for the several fragments 
of stucco reliefs brought back by him, and now described in the list of Dandan-Uiliq antiques 
(see below) as D.T. 001-014, agree exactly with those e.xcavated by me at D. i, and in one 
instance supply a portion missing in one of the latter pieces. There can be no doubt either 
that among those who had searched the ruin before was also Dr. Hedin, for the small stucco 
reliefs obtained by him from a much-decayed building, where ‘the sand was quite shallow', 
comprising seated and standing Buddhas (the latter described as draped women), as well as 
decorative fragments, must, as the illustrations show, have been cast from the same moulds as 
many of the pieces described in my list-. But the sand, though only 2 to 3 feet high, had not ' 
been removed, and by laying bare the foundations and floor I might expect to gain useful 
preliminary knowledge as to the general construction and arrangement of such shrines. 

My hope in this respect was not disappointed. A careful examination of the remains of walls Structural 
brought to light on the north and west sides showed that there had been an inner oblong or 
square cella enclosed by equidistant outer walls, forming a kind of corridor or passage on each 
side about 5 feet wide. The walls to the south and east had completely disappeared to the very 


shrine D. r. 


’ Through Asia, ; illustrations, p. 799. From 

earlier visits of Turdi date probably the fragments of stucco 
reliefs showing a garland-holding Gandharvi and a seated 


Bodhisattva, reproduced by Dr. Hoernle, Report on C.-A. 
ant., ii. PI. XII, Nos. 2, 3. 
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foundations, and of the others the original dimensions of only the western outer wall, 20 feet 
long, could be measured with certainty. Both inner and outer walls consisted of plaster laid 
on a framework of wood and reed matting, which itself was held in position by square posts fixed 
at regular intervals. The walls of structures subsequently excavated were far better preserved, 
and details as to this manner of construction may more conveniently be given in connexion with 
them. But it deserves to be noted that> however badly decayed the remains, of walls were in 
D. I, traces of fresco decorations showing rows of rniniature representations of Buddhas or Bodhi- q 
sattvas, all uniform except in the colouring of dress and background, and evidently stencilled, could 
just be made out on them. 

Before commencing the clearing, I had carefully examined the timber and plaster pieces 
which strewed the surface of the sand in the interior of the small shrine and immediately 
around it. Among this debris, evidently representing what former searchers had extracted but 
thrown away again, I was gratified to light upon fragments of coloured stucco reliefs which 
evidently had belonged to wall decorations as well as upon the remains of a rectangular upright 
post, 26 inches high (D. 1. 04), showing on one side the elaborately-painted figure of a Buddha 
or Bodhisattva standing on a blue lotus (see Plate LXV). From the shape of the post and the 
decorations painted on part of one other side, it is clear that it must have served as a pilaster 
or jamb projecting from a plaster-covered wall. Considering the exposed position in which 
the piece had Iain the preservation of the colours was certainly remarkable, and furnished 
reassuring proof of the preserving power of the dry desert air. Of the rich decoration which 
the upper portions of the inner cella walls, long ago decayed, had once borne I could not remain 
in doubt when fragments of small stucco reliefs (which must have originally belonged to plaques 
of regular patterns) turned up in dozens from the sand covering the interior. 

The numerous replicas by which most of the decorative pieces and the small reliefs of 
Buddhas and attendant figures are represented indicate that the whole of this stucco work must ' 
have been done in moulds. Owing to the smallness of the fragments, it would have been difficult 
to form an approximate idea of the manner in which the reliefs were arranged, had we not the 
examples of similar decorations brought to light from the shrine D. ii to be described presently. 

On comparing the relief fragments D. i. ii, 42, 87, 99, reproduced in Plates LIV, LV, LVII, with 
corresponding pieces from D. 11 shown in the same Plates, it becomes very probable that, like 
the latter, they were mostly intended to fill decorative aureoles or vesicas round some larger 
images now completely perished Of the general effect aimed at we may judge by comparing 
the elaborate aureoles or vesicas in relief which surround some colossal Buddha figures of the 
Rawak Vihara (see Figs. 63, 64, Plate XVIII), though the work in the latter is separated by 
centuries from that of the Dandan-Uiliq shrines. But among the stucco ornaments from D. 1 
there are also some representing leaves and other decorative motives (see Plate LVII) which 
might have served to adorn relief friezes or cornices. 

The technique of these small decorative relics proved to be identical in all of the Dandan- 
Uiliq temples. They were treated in appliqui fashion, the figures or ornaments being separately 
moulded and subsequently attached, by a grooving or some other device intended to give tooth, 
to a plaster background®. The latter again is easily distinguished from the far coarser plaster 
of the wall. Prof. Church’s chemical analysis, reproduced in Appendix F, shows that the hard 
stucco uniformly used in the decorative reliefs of Dandan-Uiliq shrines is essentially plaster of 


’ See D. I. 03, 9-14, in list. 

* Compare, e. g., Mr. Andrews’ remarks on D. 1. 42, 94. 


' Compare notes on D. i. 70, in descriptive list. 
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Paris. This accounts for the hardness of almost all ' the pieces from D. i and the relatively 
good preservation of their surface, including the colouring. The stucco of the walls, on the 

other hand, being soft in comparison and friable, proves to consist of loess containing a con- 

siderable proportion of true clay. A special distemper was probably applied to prepare its 
surface for frescoes. The fact that the stucco of the large reliefs and images at Dandan-Uiliq, 
as well as at the other sites, was invariably made up of loess like that of the walls, e.xplains 
why, of tlie large image or images which the shrine D. i must be supposed to have once 

contained, nothing turned up in the debris but a life-size finger in red clay (D. i. 14). It is 

probable, however, that the colossal hand grasping a billet (D. T. 012), made of the same 
friable stucco, which Turdi had brought from his previous visit, was also obtained in this ruin. 

Turning to individual pieces recovered from the wall decorations of D, i, we may specially Description 
notice die small relief figure D. i. 11 (Plate LV), represented in a series of replicas, of a Buddha 
standing with the R. hand raised in the Abhaya-mudra attitude, but brought across die centre 
of the breast. D. i. 99 (see Plate LV), one of several replicas, shows a small Bodhisattva seated 
on a lotus and surrounded by an elaborate vesica, and D. T. 05 on the same plate a more 
carefully modelled head of a Buddha or Bodhisattva. The graceful figure of a garland-holding 
woman rising from a lotus (D. T. 02, D. r. no, D. 1. 014) which Plate LVI illustrates, is probably 
meant for a Gandharvr, and must have been a favourite decorative theme with the local artists ; 
for her figure reappears in a variety of poses and sizes among the stucco reliefs from the walls 
of other shrines (see Plate LVI). The female head reproduced in Plate LIV from D. i, 90, 
one of several fragmentary specimens (comp. D. i. iS, 43, 89) must also, in view of the curious 
hairdress, be attributed to a GandharvI, though of a somewhat different type. 

Among the fragments of relief ornaments, D. i. 42 (Plate LIV) serves to illustrate the frequently 
recurring half-round border of a vesica, showing rows of overlapping lotus-petals originally in 
alternate colours (comp. D. n. 34 in same Plate). D. i. 87 (Plate LVII) is a specimen of a curious 
ornament representing tongues of flames in varied colours, which seems to have regularly adjoined 
the border just noticed (comp, D. n. 55, 89, Plate LV). Peculiar to D, i, and distinctly graceful 
in design, are the floral ornaments (see Plate LVII) showing vine scrolls and grapes (D. i. 1 14 ; also 
D, I. 53 in Plate LIV), lotus leaves springing from a moulding of beads (D. i. 60, 74), lotus petals 
(D. T, on) or conventional chrysanthemum leaves (D. i. 012). Jewel-shaped ornaments are 
illustrated by D. i, 10 (Plate LVII), D. i. 44 (Plate LV). 

The clearing of this single small ruin not only yielded a large number of sculptural fragments Southern 
showing unmistakable affinity to the Buddhist art of Gandhara, but supplied me with the indica- 
tions needed in order to start die systematic excavation of structures more deeply buried in 
the sand. So when on the next day I proceeded to the group of ruins situated half a mile to 
the south of my camp, where on my first rapid survey I had noticed a number of small buildings 
well covered by the sand and thus giving promise of better preservation, I was able with some 
assurance to gauge their construction and character, though only the broken and bleached ends 
of posts were visible above the sand. The arrangement of these, in the case of the easternmost 
structure D. ii, is shown by the accompanying photograph. Fig. 28, as it appeared before 
excavation. Together with a bit of fresco-covered wall laid bare by some recent burrowing 
of Turdi’s party, it suggested two small temple cellas. The excavations commenced here soon 
proved the surmise to be true, and in addition revealed unexpectedly rich relics of the sculptures 
and frescoes . which had once adorned the cellas. Their constructive features and adornment 
proved typical of those observed in other shrines subsequently excavated at this site, and may 
therefore be described in some detail. 
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The large cella, as seen in Plate XXV.' formed a square of 9 feet 6 inches, inside, with a door 
opening in the centre of the north wall. The cella was enclosed by a quadrangular passage 
about 4! feet wide on the east and west sides, but broadening to 6 fbet 5 inches on the north 
and south. This passage, which undoubtedly served for the purposes of circumambulation or 
firadahjna, had its entrance from the north, but a little to the east of the centre. The photo- 
graph reproduced in Fig. 29, which shows the cella as seen from the north after excavation, 
will help to illustrate the construction of the walls enclosing the cella and passage. They 
consisted, as in all structures subsequently explored at this site, of a wooden framework having , 
a kind of wattle in its interstices, and coated on either side with layers of plaster to a total 
thickness of 6^ inches. The principal parts of the timber framework were massive posts, about 
4 inches square, set approximately 3 feet apart. These posts rested on massive beams embedded in 
the ground and forming a foundation ; higher up they were held in position by horizontal transverse 
beams. Remains of the latter are clearly seen in the photograph reproduced. in Plate III, showing 
the cella from outside its south-east corner. This also helps to indicate how beams and posts 
were jointed by means of dowels. The beams fixed at vertical distances varying apparently 
from 3 to 4 feet (the decayed condition of the upper wall makes it impossible to trace any- 
where the positions of more than two lines of beams), also served to keep in position a double 
row of stout sticks, usually three or four to the interval between each pair of posts. Behyeen 
the double row of sticks were inserted horizontal layers of reeds, clearly seen in Fig. 29, the 
whole forming a very stout wattle for the support of the plaster coating. The latter consisted 
of clayey loess mixed with coarse straw and grass, and was surfaced with a finer layer of the 
same materials containing an admixture of vegetable fibres to increase its consistency. Provided 
with a coating of distemper the wall surfaces were quite smooth and firm enough to receive 
fresco paintings, such as were found to cover the walls inside the cella and passage in this 
as well as in other shrines. The walls of the cella had suffered far less damage than those 
enclosing the passage; yet even they did not rise anywhere to more than 5 feet above the 
floor. The latter was found to be covered with plaster similar in make to that of the walls. 

The Interior of the cella was once occupied by a colossal statue made of stucco and painted, ^ 
which most probably represented a Buddha. But of this only the feet remained, about 13 inches 
long, raised on an elaborately moulded oblong base, 3 ft. 3 in. long, 2 ft 9 in. wide, and about 
3 ft. high. As seen in Fig. 29, the top of this base was formed into a lotus pedestal on which 
the feet of the image rested. This pedestal was found to be covered by only about a foot of 
sand. Owing to this want of protection the other parts of the statue had crumbled away long 
ago. The fragments unearthed close to the surface comprised parts of the legs and of the 
lower drapery, the latter still bearing traces of its dark red colouring. They broke at the slightest 
touch and could not be removed. These fragments were worked in the same reddish clay, largely 
mixed with fine vegetable fibres, which is shown by some small stucco reliefs representing seated 
Bodhisattvas, D. ir. 3, 6, 12 (see Plates LIV, LV); these were found within this cella, and probably 
belonged to some long-perished wall decorations. Of the wooden framework or core, which once 
supported the heavy image, only the lowest part was still Intact, fixed within the left foot (as 
seen in Fig. 29). Each of the four corners of the cella was occupied by a draped stucco figure, 
probably somewhat under life-size, standing on a lotus pedestal. ^ But of these statues only the 
one in the north-west corner was found intact to below the waist. The pose of the legs an 
the wavy drapery as seen in a photograph recall the small attendant figure R. iv. among t e 
colossal images of the Rawak Vihara (see Fig. 61); but the drapery is treated m a far more 
conventional fashion, and the execution is less careful. Of the other corner statues nothing 
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but the feet and portions of the lower edge of the drapery remained, and I am hence unable 
to make any suggestion as to their original character. The arrangement of these four corner 
figures closely agrees with that observed in the Endere temple (see plan in Plate XXXVI). 

That the cella had once contained other sculptured objects, but of a far more modest Painted 
size, was shown by the finding of two small wooden boards lying detached on the top of the 
base and near the feet of the principal image. They were perfectly plain, but each bore the 
much decayed and almost shapeless remains of a pair of feet and legs in soft stucco reaching 
to a height of about 3 inches. These undoubtedly belonged to some small statue similar to 
the one subsequently excavated in the adjoining cella (see D. ii. 09 in Plate LI 1 1 ). The exposed 
position of these little sculptures, built up on wooden boards for the sake of mobility, had caused 
even the wood of the latter to perish. The same cause had greatly damaged three small wooden 
panels (D. ii. 2, 4, 03), bearing paintings, which I found leaning against the lotus pedestal of the 
central image. There could be no doubt that these panels had been placed there by worshippers 
and represented objects or scenes of religious interest. But the decay of the wood and the damp 
which had reached the painted surfaces has made the outlines difficult to recognize even to 
the practised artist eye of Mr. Andrews. No reproduction of these painted panels could be 
attempted, and I must refer to Mr. Andrews’ description in the list at the end of this chapter 
for any details which can still be made out. D. n. 2 and D. ii, 4 were painted on both sides ; 
the latter panel, measuring 12 by 4|- inches, shows apparently three seated figures on either side. 

D. II. 03, about 8| inches wide and 5I inches high, painted only on one side, displays two seated 
figures with halos, each holding what looks like a swathed infant. Curiously enough both D, ii. 2 
and D. ii. 03 show remains of written leaves, which had been pasted across the surface and thus 
had helped to efface the painting. The paper of the leaves has decayed so badly that only a few 
characters of the Brahml script in each line can now be made out. But these suffice to show that 
the Brahml writing was of the upright Gupta type of the seventh or eighth century, as it 
appears in several MS. finds from the neighbouring ruin D. ill. (see Plate CVIII), and that 
each leaf or piece of leaf originally belonged to some MS. of the usual oblong shape, one 
apparently showing three lines and the other five lines per page. Insignificant in themselves these 
almost perished scraps of writing were of value to me at the time as raising hopes of real 
MS. finds. 

The walls of the cella, which, judging from the size of the principal image, must have Mural 
been of considerable height, v/ere found to have been decorated inside with frescoes. The 
colours looked much faded and worn, especially in the extant upper portions, as if the surface 
had been exposed for a considerable time to climatic influences, including rain trickling down 
from the roof, for some time before the pi'otecting sand invaded the building. Over a con- 
siderable portion of the extant walls the painted surface had peeled off. Nevertheless it was 
possible to make out that the walls west, south, and east had each ■ been occupied in the 
centre by a sacred figure standing enveloped in a large vesica. As these central figures were 
over life-size, only the feet with a broad painted frieze below them showing lotuses and small 
figures of worshippers could be made out in parts. There were narrow vesicas painted around 
each of the four corner images, a leaf border being the most distinguishable feature in them. 

The western wall, the best preserved on the whole, showed between this corner decoration 
and the central painting remains of very graceful tracery work curiously suggestive of late 
Gothic, and inserted, between it miniature representations of what looked like a small shrine (or 
prayer-flag ?) containing the figures of two seated deities. Most of the outlines seemed drawn in 
a kind of terra-cotta colour, while the colours between had often faded into complete indistinctness. 
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The decoration of the outside of the cella walls consisted mainly of narrow fresco bands 
about five inches high, containing a succession of miniature representations of Bodhisattvas or 
Arhats seated in the ‘ Dhyana-mudra ’ attitude, and coarsely painted on backgrounds of different 
colours. In the same manner the colours of halos and robes alternated between red, yellow, 
and white. The whole of this decoration, which Plate III shows on the east and south sides, 
was in all probability produced by means of stencils. The same kind of decoration was also 
found on the inside of the low extant portion of the north passage wall. Amidst these con- 
ventional designs there appeared on the outside of the cella wall facing south a fresco which, 
though much effaced, attracted my interest as evidently representing some sacred legend, perhaps 
of a local character. It is just visible in Plate III to the left in the shadow. It showed three 
I'ows of youths riding Bactrian camels or else dappled horses, four or five in each row, each 
holding a cup in his outstretched right hand, while above one of the riders a bird is swooping 
down on this offering. The popularity of the subject is attested by my subsequent discovery 
in other shrines of the site of the well-preserved painted tablet D, vir. 5 (Plate LIX), and of 
the panel D. x. 5 (see Plate LXII), on both of which a similar scene is figured®. 

The walls enclosing the passage had suffered badly on all sides, and only of the southern 
wall did enough remain to show portions of the frescoes with which its inner face had been 
decorated. There were the feet and lower drapery of two life-size figures, each standing upon 
an open lotus, and surrounded by a vesica ; below them ran a decorative frieze in which lotuses 
floating in the water and small human figures, perhaps meant for Nagas, in a worshipping 
attitude at the feet of sacred personages above, could still be distinguished. Plate III shows the 
feet of the life-size standing figure to the right with a portion of the frieze below, and on the left 
the figure of a small seated Buddha filling the triangular space left above the frieze between the 
lower portions of the two large vesicas. I succeeded in removing safely the piece of painted 
plaster, D. ir. 08, containing the latter part of the fresco, which has accordingly been reproduced 
with its original colours in Plate LVIII. It shows a Buddha or Bodhisattva in a dark red 
robe seated in the attitude of argumentative discourse [iiyaya-tmcdra) with crossed bare feet. 

The short inscription painted beneath contains six characters in the peculiarly cursive 
Brahml which appears in other inscriptions found at Dandan-Uiliq, and also in certain paper 
documents from the same site to be discussed hereafter ^ They have been read by Dr. Hoernie 
as dvt pi sa dam §0 da, and are presumably in the same early Eastern Iranian dialect which 
Dr. Hoernle’s researches have demonstrated to be the language of those documents. The other 
fresco piece which could be removed from the same ruined wall, D. ir. 13, has also, notwithstanding 
its very friable condition, survived the long journey without serious damage. It shows the feet 
of the life-size figure to the left standing upon an open lotus and between them an inscription 
in seventeen cursive Brahml characters, some of them rendered indistinct by the peeling off 
of the painted surface ®. Here, too, the language seems to be the previously mentioned Eastern 
Iranian dialect, but no interpretation can be attempted. A third short inscription, in cursive 
Brahml characters, rendered almost wholly illegible by the rubbing off of the paint, was found 
below two small seated figures which occupied a position close to the ground near the south-east 
corner of the passage. Finally it may be mentioned that the small piece of painted plaster, 

D. T. oi6 (see Plate LVIII), showing traces of Brahml characters which was among the objects 


• See below, sec. vi. 

’ See below, sec. v. 

® The reading with which Dr. Hoernie has kindly fur- 


nished me is: hya Ja ga rt ja sho bha yi t remapyada} 
j(?) ? ?. Doubtful characters are marked by ?. 
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first brought to rhe by Turdi, was declared by him to have been obtained from the south wall 
of this cella. Marks of recent burrowing were visible there on my arrival, but I could not 
ascertain the exact position from which this piece might have been removed. It seems probable 
that these short inscriptions had a dedicatory or invocatory character ; but this is all that in our 
present extremely scanty knowledge of their language can be suggested as to their contents. 


Section III.— ART RELICS OF SHRINE D. n. 

The excavations, when extended on December 21 to the remains immediately adjoining Small cella 
the west wall of tlie shrine just described, brought to light another temple cella which, not- ”• 
withstanding its small dimensions, proved remarkably rich in art relics. This little chapel, 
which is seen in Fig. 31, measured only 12 feet 8 inches from north to south, with a width 
of 8 feet 8 inches (including walls), and had no enclosing passage. Its walls, built of a timber 
framework and plaster as previously described, had a thickness of only 4 inches, and had in 
consequence crumbled away to within a foot or two from the ground, except on the east side, 
where the closely adjoining outer wall of the larger cella gave support, and on the south, where 
a platform, i foot high and 2 feet 3 inches broad, surmounted by a massive base for the principal 
image, had been built along the whole length of the wall. Of the stucco image which once 
occupied this base only the scantiest fragments could be found ; for with a pedestal .raised more 
than 3 feet above the ground it must have long remained without the protecting cover of 
drift-sand. This was testified by the extremely friable condition of the few recovered fragments 
of soft stucco that belonged to this image. The thin coloured surface peeled off at the slightest 
touch ; yet in one piece the fragment of a head worked in the round could be recognized, and 
as this measured about 7 inches from the inner corner of the right eye to the edge of the ear, 
the statue must have been over life-size. 

The stucco base, which was 2 feet 10 inches long, 2 feet high, and 2 feet 6 inches broad, Base of 
was flanked on either side of the front by the half-projecting figure of a lion, as seen in Fig. 31, P^cipal 
and was thus manifestly intended to represent a ‘ Simhasana '. The heads of the lions had 
decayed long ago, but the conventionally-treated curls indicating the manes falling over the fore 
part of the bodies were still clearly recognizable. The front of the base bore traces of having 
been painted and was decorated with a broad, low-hanging wreath. The projecting moulding 
running along the top of the platform had broken just below the base and showed the reed layers 
over which the plaster had been fixed. On the top of the base there once rose a circular 
drum-shaped pedestal in stucco, decorated with lotus-leaves and apparently over 3 inches in 
height when intact. 

In the top layer of sand which covered this base and the south-eastern corner of the Reliefs from 
cella, were found numerous replicas of small reliefs, in hard plaster of Paris, representing decora- 
Buddhas or Bodhisattvas, some of them still attached to portions of a similar hard stucco 
background. This was decorated in relief with elaborate and gaily coloured borders closely 
resembling in design those found in D. i. It is evident, from an examination of these fragments, 
described in the list below that all belonged originally to plaques which probably in the form 
of aureoles had adorned the uppermost part of the south wall. Plates LIV and LV contain 

^ All pieces of ‘ Chunam’ (plaster of Paris) marked in zero (D. n. or, &c.) are pieces of which the original numbers 

the list as from D. ii were found in the smaller cella in the given on the spot had become illegible owing to the eflface- 

position described. Those bearing numbers beginning with ment of the pencil marks. 
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illustrations of the best preserved fragments: D; ii. 34 and 74 show' how the small figures 
of Buddhas standing in the ‘ Abhaya-mudra’ attitude, 6| inches high from below the lotus' 
pedestal to the top of the nimbus, had been' arranged in ascending rows corresponding to the 
curve of the border, as well as their colouring. The modelling, in regard to both pose and 
drapery, is better than that of the corresponding relief figures from. D. i. The dark grey 

background was decorated besides with rosettes and painted devices resembling lotuses. The 
border of the aureole is formed by rows of overlapping lotus-petals, each row being coloured 
alternately red and green (or blue). From D. 11. 55 (Plate LV) it is se'en how rows of flame- 
tongues coloured in a similar way adjoined the outside edges of these borders ; for the arrange- 
ment of the flame-tongues D. n. 89, in the same plate, and the description of D. ii. 24 may 
be referred to^ The small relief of a seated Buddha or Bodhisattva, D. ii. 10 (Plate LIV) 
nearly 5 inches high, shows careful modelling, the drapery, like that of the standing figures, 
unmistakably recalling its distant Grecian origin through Gandhara models 

The fact of these small stucco reliefs being found in the south-east corner of the cella In 
loose sand, and several feet above the platform previously referred to, is a clear indication that 
the interior of the little shrine had been invaded by drift-sand while its walls were still intact 
to a considerable height. Comparatively well protected as this south-eastern portion of the 
cella was, the image of friable stucco (clay) which once occupied the corner had decayed, just 
as in the case of the other three corners, down to the feet. These, however, as well as the 
elegantly moulded lotus-pedestal of circular shape, can still be made out in Fig, 30. Luckily 
this corner had afforded better protection for some other adornments of the shrine. On clearing 
the platform between the corner pedestal and the base of the principal statue I found a small 
detached statue in stucco (D. ir. 09), originally about i ft. 4 in. high, and well preserved but 
for the head and arms. Fig. 31 shows it placed subsequently on the main base, and in Plate 
LI 1 1 it has been reproduced after its transport to the British Museum. The figure which it 
represents, seated on a rectangular seat with its feet resting on a flat footstool, must, by evidence 
of the carefully indicated dress, have been intended for a Buddha, The colours of the robe, 
or Uttarasanga, in red, of the under-garment, or Samghati, in a brownish purple, and of a 
second garment — probably the Samkaksika — in green, together with those of the respective 
linings or borders, have survived well. For a description of the seat and the background, 
perhaps part of an aureole, I must refer to the list below. The small wooden board on 
which the image had been set up, evidently for the purpose of convenient transport, was still 
intact ; and as the stucco, too, though merely clayey loess mixed with straw, grass, and fine 
fibre, had kept comparatively hard, I was able to risk its removal. Carefully packed away in 
one of my mule- trunks the little statue accomplished its long journey to London far better than 
I had expected, the cracks now visible in the coloured reproduction being mainly the result of 
subsequent atmospheric influences. 

At the foot of the main base, and leaning against it, were found four painted panels of 
wood, all oblong, but of varying sizes. Owing to their position near the ground the wood of 
these panels has much decayed, evidently through damp, and the thin layer of water-colour 
with which they are painted has also suffered considerably. For the same reason the removal 


“ For flames surrounding the nimbus and aureole of 
a Buddha, comp, the modem Japanese representation, in 
Griinwedel-Burgess, Buddhist art, p. 172. 

= For the tenacity with which this treatment of the 
drapery has survived in Buddhist sculpture of China and 


Japan, comp. Griinwedel-Burgess, ur/, pp.iyosqq.J 

for specimens of drapery in Gandhara sculptures of Buddha, 
comp., e.g., ibid,. Figs, rro, ira, ri7 (Abhaya-mudra), rrS, 
119. 
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of the crust of sand and siliceous dust which adheres to the surface proved a very delicate 
‘task. The largest of these panels (D, ii. oio), reproduced in Plate LX VI I, but without the much 
effaced colours, measures 19I by 5I in., and shows five seated figures, of which the third, 
bearded and holding in its four arms apparently a vajra {?), lotus (?), baton and hatchet, mani- 
festly represents some Buddhist divinity. The two figures on either side shown as playing on 
various musical instruments, among them a rabab or mandoline, and perhaps castanets, are meant 
probably for divine attendants, since each is shown with a nimbus®*. A full description of this 
and the other panels will be found in the list. Another panel (D. ii. 79) reproduced in Plate LXVI, 
in. high and 4^ in. wide, e.xhibits the figure of a dancing woman drawn in full movement 
and with much freedom. From the head, which is thrown back, there flows downwards a quantity 
of black hair, while the left hand holds the loop of a sash poised in graceful curve over the 
head. The clever execution of the visible details make the deleted state of the greater portion 
of the figure all the more regrettable. A seated figure on the reverse has suffered even more, 
the outlines being barely traceable. D. ii. 16, a narrow and much deleted panel, shows Gane^a 
or Vinayaka, whose popularity in the Khotan region is attested by a far better preserved 
painted tablet from the Endere ruins \ In accordance with the Indian practice the figure of 
the elephant-headed god is shown nude except for a loin-cloth. On a fourth badly faded panel 
(D. II. 2 1) two divine figures seated on lotuses, with a vesica and nimbus behind each, are just 
recognizable. 

These painted tablets, like all the others subsequently discovered at the bases of sacred Indications 

imas:es in ruined shrines of Dandan-Uiliq, were undoubtedly still in the same position in which oblast 
o x' X worship* 

they had originally been deposited as votive offerings by pious worshippers. The last days 
of worship at this small shrine were vividly recalled by far humbler yet equally touching relics. 

On the floor near the principal base, and near the corners, I discovered several ancient brooms, 
which had manifestly been used by the last attendants to keep the sacred objects clear of tlie 
invading dust and sand. The sand against which these humble implements were once used to 
wage war had been the means of preserving them. But they had become extremely brittle, 
and only one could be brought away safely. This specimen (D. ii. on, seen in Plate LXXIII) 
is about 16 in. long and constructed in a very ingenious way from stalks of some hardy grass. 

At their bottom these stalks were plaited into a continuous strip, subsequently rolled up tightly 
and bound round with twisted grass, their feathery ends being thus gathered into a convenient 
birch-like broom. Another curious relic, found in the south-eastern corner close to the small 
seated image, was a small bag of cotton cloth (D. ii. 013) filled with human teeth and small 
fragments of bones. Were they ex-votos deposited with some superstitious object, or had they 
been brought here by some visitors as reputed relics.^ 

The east wall of the small cella, owing to the backing afforded by the adjoining passage Relief 
wall of the larger shrine; still stood to a height of about four feet; but of its fresco decoration 
only the lowest portions survived. In the south-east corner above the platform, only remains ^ ' 
of the aureoles painted in a colour that now looked dark-brown, around the corner image and 
the one to be described presently, could be made out. The ground seemed to have been 
coloured a bright red brown. As the work of clearing proceeded along this wall it revealed 
an interesting relief statue in stucco immediately in front of the platform. As seen in Fig. 30, 
and in the enlargement of Plate II, it is a male figure, complete but for the head and the left 

[Mr. Andrews, has since recognized in this panel see below, pp. 259 sq.] 
another representation of the legend illustrated by D. x. 4 ; * See below, chap. xii. sec. iii. 
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arm, standing over the body of a prostrate foe. The figure, which measured a little over three 
feet from the heel to below the arm-pit, is clad in a coat of mail reaching below the knees and 
elaborately decorated. The small plates or scales which form the mail are shown above the 
waist overlapping each other in vertical rows, while below it their arrangement is horizontal and 
their shape different. Here the double rivets (or lacing) joining one plate above the other are 
accurately indicated. The gay colours of the successive rows of plates, alternately red-blue and 
red-green, were remarkably well preserved, and no less so all details of the jewelled ornaments 
which are shown along the front and the lower edge of the coat and on the girdle around the 
waist. From the lower edge of the coat of mail rich kilting depends. The right arm seems to 
have been dressed in a close-fitting sleeve, but most of the surface-coating of the friable stucco 
had peeled off, and the colouring could no longer be distinguished. The hand resting on 
the waist holds a small object which has also become indistinct through abrasion but which, 
as seen in the photograph, seems to suggest a money-bag. 

The feet seem to be clad in wide top-boots of soft leather, just like the ‘Charuks’ still 
worn throughout Eastern Turkestan, and originally coloured a light reddish brown. They are 
placed over the contorted body manifestly of a demon shown in low relief. The features of 
the latter’s head, which alone is raised somewhat from the ground, with eyes wide open and 
the upper teeth displayed, express terror. The body appears to have been painted dark blue, 
but owing to the low position of this relief the stucco retained little of the original colouring. 
On the demon’s right arm an armlet and bracelet can still be distinguished. The representation 
of the thick hair by elaborately worked spiral tufts closely recalls the distinctly Indian treatment 
of the hair which is frequently met with in Buddha figures of later Gandhara style, and which 
has remained the orthodox one in the later Buddhist sculpture of Magadha, Nepal, and elsewhere''. 

There is another detail in this little group of reliefs which takes us back to Gandhara models. 

I mean the curious representation of the coat of mail in the standing figure. We find exactly 
the same distinctive arrangement of the plates or scales in the armour worn by two soldiers 
in the well-known Gandhara relief in the Lahore Museum, showing Mara’s army®. These 
figures, equipped mainly like Greeks, wear below the waist a coat of mail in which the plates 
are ranged in horizontal rows, while another mail garment above, resembling a lorica, shows 
scales in vertical order, and strangely enough also, as in our relief, with the rounded (or broadly 
pointed) ends upwards. In calling attention to this curious ranging of the scales, the reverse 
of that shown by the classical scale armour. Professor Griinwedel and Dr. Burgess have expressed 
a belief that the stone-cutter who produced this relief had shown the scales wrongly, the coat 
of mail being unintelligible to himk Seeing how exactly the same arrangement is represented 
in the Dandan-Uiliq relief, the question may well arise whether these sculptures, so widely 
separated by distance in time and space, do not both reproduce a genuine detail of Asiatic armour. 
My finds in the rubbish-heaps of the Niya Site included scales of hard leather which undoubtedly 
belonged to armour ®. The use of scale armour of horn among Central-Asian nations is attested 
from early classical times, and it is possible that for some reason or other the arrangement 
adopted by them for the fixing of the scales differed altogether from the western one ®. 

However this may be, it seems to me highly probable that the artist has reproduced in 


" Compare Griinwedel-Burgess, Buddhist art, pp. 167 sq.; 
for illustrations, ibid., Figs. 82, 115, 126, lay, 128. 

“ Reproduced by Griinwedel-Burgess, Fig. 48. 

' See loc. cit., p. 97, note 1. 

* See below, chap. xi. sec. vi. 


^ See Mollett, Illustrated Dictionary 0/ Art and Archaeo- 
logy, p. 197. [The surmise e.xpressed above has now been 
strikingly confirmed by Mr. Andrews' discovery of an old 
Tibetan coat of mail showing scales arranged e.xacily as in 
our figure; see Addenda^ 
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arm, standing over the body of a prostrate foe. The figure, which measured a little over three 
feet from the heel to below the arm-pit, is clad in a coat of mail reaching below the knees and 
elaborately decorated. The small plates or scales which form the mail are shown above the 
waist overlapping each other in vertical rows, while below it their arrangement is horizontal and 
their shape different. Here the double rivets (or lacing) joining one plate above the other are 
accurately indicated. The gay colours of the successive rows of plates, alternately red-blue and 
red-green, were remarkably well preserved, and no less so all details of the jewelled ornaments 
which are shown along the front and the lower edge of the coat and on the girdle around the 
waist. From the lower edge of the coat of mail rich kilting depends. The right arm seems to 
have been dressed in a close-fitting sleeve, but most of the surface-coating of the friable stucco 
had peeled off, and the colouring could no longer be distinguished. The hand resting on 
the waist holds a small object which has also become indistinct through abrasion but which, 
as seen in the photograph, seems to suggest a money-bag. 

The feet seem to be clad in wide top-boots of soft leather, just like the ‘Charuks’ still 
worn throughout Eastern Turkestan, and originally coloured a light reddish brown. They are 
placed over the contorted body manifestly of a demon shown in low relief. The features of 
the latter’s head, which alone is raised somewhat from the ground, with eyes wide open and 
the upper teeth displayed, express terror. The body appears to have been painted dark blue, 
but owing to the low position of this relief the stucco retained little of the original colouring. 
On the demon's right arm an armlet and bracelet can still be distinguished. The representation 
of the thick hair by elaborately worked spiral tufts closely recalls the distinctly Indian treatment 
of the hair which is frequently met with in Buddha figures of later Gandhara style, and which 
has remained the orthodox one in the later Buddhist sculpture of Magadha, Nepal, and elsewhere®. 

There is another detail in this little group of reliefs which takes us back to Gandhara models. 

I mean the curious representation of the coat of mail in the standing figure. We find exactly 
the same distinctive arrangement of the plates or scales in the armour worn by two soldiers 
in the well-known Gandhara relief in the Lahore Museum, showing Mara's army®. These 
figures, equipped mainly like Greeks, wear below the waist a coat of mail in which the plates 
are ranged in horizontal rows, while another mail garment above, resembling a lorica,^ shows 
scales in vertical order, and strangely enough also, as in our relief, with the rounded (or broadly 
pointed) ends upwards. In calling attention to this curious ranging of the scales, the reverse 
of that shown by the classical scale armour. Professor Griinwedel and Dr. Burgess have expressed 
a belief that the stone-cutter who produced this relief had shown the scales wrongly, the coat 
of mail being unintelligible to himk Seeing how exactly the same arrangement is represented 
in the Dandan-Uiliq relief, the question may well arise whether these sculptures, so widely 
separated by distance in time and space, do not both reproduce a genuine detail of Asiatic armour. 
My finds in the rubbish-heaps of the Niya Site included scales of hard leather which undoubtedly 
belonged to armour ®. The use of scale armour of horn among Central-Asian nations is attested 
from early classical times, and it is possible that for some reason or other the arrangement 
adopted by them for the fixing of the scales differed altogether from the western one ®. 

However this may be, it seems to me highly probable that the artist has reproduced in 


= Compare Grutiwedel-Burgess, art, pp. 167 sq.; 

for illustrations, ibid., Figs. 82, ng, 126, 127, 128. 

® Reproduced by Griinwedel-Burgess, Fig. 48. 

’ See loc. cit., p. 97, note i. 

® See below, chap. xi. sec. vi. 


” See MoUett, Illustrated Dictionary of Art and Archaeo- 
logy, p. 197, [The surmise expressed above has now been 
strikingly confirmed by Mr. Andrews’ discovery of an old 
Tibetan coat of mail showing scales arranged exactly as in 
our figure; see Addendai] 
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tins figure details of dress and ornament with which he was familiar from his own times. The Image 
point is of the more interest because we may with great probability recognize in the figure 
Kubera or Vaiiravana, tlie most prominent of tlie four Yaksa kings or Lokapalas who, as we 
have seen, was an object of special worship at Khotan. Vai^ravana is represented in one of 
the pillar sculptures from Barhut (Barahat) as standing ‘on a pointed-eared thick-set demon’, 
and has retained this Yak?a as his cognizance or vCiIiana even in Lamaism and Japanese 
Buddhism’®. His character .as the god of wealth (Dhanapati) might well be indicated in our 
relief by the bag of gold, if that be intended by the object held in the demon-king’s right hand”. 

Seeing the position occupied by this figure in one corner of the cella below the platform, it seems 
probable that the pedestals in the other three corners (compare Plate LX VI) once bore images of 
the remaining three Lokapfilas. 

The cella wall immediately adjoining the relief group revealed at its base a series of small Fresco 
fresco paintings, which by their unconventional subjects and their spirited dnawing at once 
attracted my attention. The one nearest on the left, as seen in the photograph (Plate II), shows 
a woman standing in an oblong tank of water, enclosed by a tessclated pavement and filled 
with lotuses. The figure, iS inches high as far as seen above the water, is nude except for 
a large red headdress resembling an Indian pa^rl and profuse ornaments round tlie neck, arms 
and wrists, and is drawn with remarkable verve, in simple but graceful outlines of true flesh- 
colour. The right hand, with its shapely fingers, rests against the breasts, while the left arm 
is curved down towards the middle of the waist. Fourfold strings of small bells (or beads ?) 
are shown hanging in elegant curves around the hips, just as in representations of dancing-girls 
and other female attendants in early Indian sculpture, while, curiously enough, an elaborate 
vine-leaf appears where post-classical convention would place its fig-leaf. The woman’s face 
is turned to her proper right, down towards a small figure of a male, also nude, who is shown 
as if tr^'ing to rise from the water by holding to her side. Further to the left appear tlie 
head and shoulders of another small male figure, just rising above the water as if in the act 
of swimming. In the foreground, and in front of the tank, the foot of the fresco showed in 
faint but unmistakable outlines a small riderless horse, closely resembling, in its dappled colour, 
trappings, and pose, tlie horse represented on the painted tablet D. vii. 5 (Plate LIX). The 
empty saddle of characteristic deep shape can still be made out in the original photograph. 

The delineation of the lotus-flowers rising from the tank in a variety of forms, closed Representa- 
or half open, as well as their colours, ranging from dark blue to deep purple, seemed quite 
true to nature, and distinctly suggested tliat these sacred flowers were familiar to the painter 
from personal observation. In the Tao-tai’s garden at Kashgar I had seen a tank full of splendid 
lotuses which had been grown from seed imported from China, and in view of this pictorial 
representation I think it safe to assume that ancient Khotan had known the graceful plant dear 
to the gods of India. Considering the close historical connexion between Kashmir and Khotan,' 
as attested by some of the local traditions widi which HsUan-tsang’s record has already acquainted 
us, it needed no special effort of imagination on my part to believe tliat the lotuses of ancient 
Khotan were originally derived from the lakes of the great Himalayan Valley where I had 
so often admired them. - 

The subject of this small fresco, as well as individual features of its figures, presents points Identifica- 
of considerable interest It was the appearance of the riderless horse in front of the tank 

See Grlinwedel-Burgess, loc. cit., pp. -fo note, 41; specially noted. subject. 

Grlinwedel, 3 Iytho!ogie dei Buddhismtts, pp. 6, 181, where the “ Comp. Grlinwedel-Burgess, pp. 136 sq. 

blue colour of the demon in Tibetan representations is 
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which first suggested to me, on, closer study of the’ photograph shown enlarged in Plate II, that 
the strange subject of the fresco might possibly be explained by the legend which Hsuan-’tsang 
relates of the Naga’s widow residing in a stream east of the Khotan capital and her wooing 
by the self-sacrificing minister. We have already had occasion to consider the legend in detail 
in connexion with the ‘Drum-lake Convent Seeing that without exception the figures or 
scenes appearing in the decoration of the shrines excavated by me at this and other sites, 
whether sculptured or painted, bore a religious or mythological character, the presumption seems 
a priori justified that some legendary scene was intended here also. As far as my knowledge 
of Buddhist iconography goes, there is no legend affording as suitable an interpretation for our 
fresco as the one of the Naga’s widow. An observation of local archaeology comes to support 
the conjecture. The popularity of two other Khotan legends connected with particular sites, 
those of the sacred rats and of the silk-bringing princess, is attested beyond all doubt by pictorial 
representations found at Dandan-Uiliq. Hence it is natural to look in the first place among 
the stories of sacred local lore as recorded by PIsiian-tsang for a clue to this, otherwise unexplained 
scene. 

Figures from Starting then from the figure of the riderless horse, it is dear that it would be most 
appropriately accounted for by the legend which represented the minister’s horse as the bringer 
widow. of his message and miraculous gift after his own disappearance. The minister himself might 
be recognized both in the swimming figure with head and shoulders just visible above the 
water, and in the small nude male which tries to rise by holding to the side of the woman. 
Such repetition for the purpose of indicating successive stages of a legend is a device as well 
known to old Indian as to mediaeval art of the West. The disproportion in size between the 
female and the male figures is another feature easily explained on the basis of the suggested 
interpretation. The divine Nagini would, in accordance with a convention which Gandhara art 
borrowed from the declining antique, be necessarily shown far larger than the mortal wooing 
her^®. Finally, we may reasonably expect to see the watery home of the Nagini indicated in 
the painting by a regularly enclosed tank, seeing that the same manner of representation is 
ordinarily resorted to by the Gandhara sculptors when their reliefs have to show the dwelling 
places of Nagas^\ 

In the face of these features supporting the identification, the difficulties presented by two, 
negative ones should not be ignored. In view of Hsuan-tsang’s story, it is strange to miss 
in a painted representation of it the miraculous drum with which the minister s horse was supposed 
to have returned, and neither in the original fresco nor in its photograph could I trace any object 
resembling this. It is further noteworthy that the figure of the woman, however richly adorned, 
bears no indication of her character as a Nagini or semi-divine being. In Gandhara sculpture 
a snake-hood above the human head would have been ordinarily resorted to to mark the Naga s ■ 
'consort^®, while even if this characteristic emblem was unknown to the Buddhist art of Khotan. 
there was at least the aureole conveniently at the artist’s hand to mark superhuman origin.. 
It must, however, be borne in mind that Kashmir tradition knew Nagas in a purely human 
shaped®. It may also be doubted whether the legend, as heard by Hsuan-tsang, reckoned the 
>. Nagini among divine beings proper, seeing that it related her first husband s death. 

Suggestions However this may be, it is clear that the suggested identification of the scene must be 
of western 

models. ja ggg above, p. 227. “ Comp. Foucher, L'Arldu Gandhdra, i. p, 384; Grfln- 

' « See Grunwedel-Burgess, Buddhisi ari, p. 138. wedel-Burgess, pp. xod sq. 

Comp. Foucher, UAridii Gandhdra, i. p. 388; Figs. “ See my note, Rajal. i. 30; also 1. 220. 

194-196; Griinwedel-Burgess, loc. cit.. Figs. 57, 59. 



266 


Sec.iii] . "AliT RELICS OF SHRINE D. iV 

treated at present as conjectural. Two curious points, wholly independent of it, still remain 
to be noted. There is' nothing, as far as 1 know, in Indian ' art to account for the appearance 
of tire vine-leaf which is displayed so conspicuously in front of tlie lady’s body. Manifestly 
an imitation of the post-classical fig-leaf, it presents us with an unmistakable proof of western 
influence on Khotan art of the period. Have we possibly to recognize another but more distant 
trace of this in the general pose of the principal figure ? I am unable to adduce for this pose 
any parallel from old Indian art ; but western eyes cannot fail to be struck by the curious 
resemblance it presents to that of the traditional Venus of late Greek sculpture. The position 
of dre right hand is practically identical, while the left is raised only to such an extent as the use 
of the vine-leaf would justify. Is it mere coincidence which presents us here, in a fresco of a small 
Buddhist shrine, dating as we shall sec from the last (piartcr of the eighth century, with a pendant 
of a famous type of classical antiquity ; or is it possible to suppose links which would account 
for the re-appearance of that type, however disguised in form and motive, in so distant a quarter 
of Central Asia, and at so late a period ? Only further research can give the assurance needed 
for a definite answer. 

The adjoining small frescoes of the east wall offer no difficulty in their interpretation. Remaining 
On the right of the scene just discussed we see a seated Buddha surrounded by a medallion- 
shaped aureole, the whole measuring only about inches. The dress is shown a deep red-brown 
against a green background. On the left there appears above the tank, which extends frieze-like 
below die remaining frescoes, a remarkably well-drawn thougli much effaced male figure of youthful 
appearance. Seated in cross-legged fashion, and dressed in a dark blue cloak that leaves the right 
shoulder bare and shows excellent drapery, it is manifestly that of a Buddhist scliolar. His right 
hand liolds the oblofig leaves of a ‘ Putin',’ on which his eyes are fi.ved in intent study. Beyond 
this figure, and likewise turned to the proper right, an old man is depicted in the act of teaching. 

His robe, worn in the same fashion, seems to be made up of patches of varying shades of brown, 
thus curiously suggesting the ordiodox cTravaslra of mendicant monks of all Indian sects. The 
well-shaped right hand is raised in the act of teaching, with the second and third fingers stretched 
out, while the palm of the left supports a closed Pothi, The nvo boards of thin wood between 
which the leaves are placed, after a fashion still commonly observed in the case of Indian 
manuscripts, are distinctly marked, and can be made out in the photograph. The cleverly-drawn 
features of the old man's face bear an expression of complacent assurance in his teaching and full 
abstraction in its subject. The tank below du's figure showed open lotuses floating in the water, 
and also two birds looking like wild geese, with necks marked dark blue and green and turned 
towards the teacher. 

To remove any portion of tliese interesting frescoes proved quite impracticable, owing to 
the friable condition of the plaster. The faded state of the colours made it difficult even to secure 
a photographic record. Nevertheless, I hope the enlarged reproduction of the photograph (Plate II) 
will suffice to illustrate some thoroughly Indian features which these mural paintings exhibit in style 
of composition and the drawing of figures. There can be little doubt that, just as in the case ' 
of its sculpture, the original models of the pictorial art of old Khotan were derived from Gandhara 
and the immediately adjoining region. Of the paintings which once adorned the walls of Buddhist 
shrines and monasteries in the Valleys of Kabul, Peshawar or Swat, no direct remains have 
survived, and this loss invests such relics as the frescoes and the painted tablets of the Dandan- 
Uiliq shrines, however distant the reflex they represent, with additional interest. 
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Section IV.~FIRST FINDS OF ANCIENT MANUSCRIPTS 

It had not needed the discovery of the pictorial representation of Pothis to make me look 
out eagerly for finds of ancient manuscripts. None turned up in the shrines excavated during 
the first tliree days, but the fragments of leaves which I had found pasted across the two 
painted panels previously described helped to revive my hopes. The few characters still legible 
on them showed a bold literary hand, and this, together with the arrangement of the lines, 
clearly suggested that the leaves had once belonged to some manuscript written in the form 
of a Pothl. 

The little temples so far excavated had revealed something of the cult and art which this 
sand-buried setdement had possessed before its abandonment But it was manifest that indica- 
tions of the conditions of every-day life and other documentary evidence would have to be 
looked for elsewhere. A ruined structure close by seemed by its ground-plan, as deducible 
from the arrangement of the wooden posts that were seen sticking out from the sand, to 
suggest an ancient dwelling-place, and to the excavation of this I accordingly proceeded on 
December 22. The structure, D. in, lay about 20 yards to the north-west of the temple-cellas 
last described, and owing to the height of the dune rising immediately to its south (subsequently 
ascertained to be fully 16 feet above the original ground-level) there was hope of finding its 
interior undisturbed by recent diggings. 

The excavations, started from the west side, soon brought to light the top part of walls 
built with timber and plaster after the method previously described, but of greater thickness, 
viz. 10 in. Notwithstanding the increased strength of construction the south wall was found 
to have completely decayed, evidently before the ruin had been protected by its present cover 
of sand, and the drift-sand ever slipping in from the slope of the dune which rose on that 
side greatly added to the difficulty of clearing. The walls proved to have belonged to an oblong 
apartment, measuring 23 feet from east to west and close on 20 feet wide, which had evidently 
formed the lowest story of a dwelling-house. Judging from some of the posts still intact in 
the framework the original height of the apartment must have been about 10 feet Fig. 32 
shows the north-west corner in the course of clearing, together with fragments of the heavy 
plaster mouldings which seem to have decorated the upper portion of the walls but were now 
found almost wholly detached. 

At a depth of only 2 feet from the surface a small scrap of paper showing a few Brahmi 
characters turned up in the loose sand filling the north-west corner. I greeted this small fragment 
(placed now with D. in. 3 in the inventory list) with no small satisfaction as a promise of 
richer finds ; and in order to stimulate the efforts of my labourers, who with the sand con- 
stantly falling in from the south had no easy task in effecting a clearance, offered a small 
reward for the first discovery of a real manuscript. Barely an hour later a cheerful shout from 
a young labourer working at the bottom of the small area so far excavated announced the 
finding of a ‘ Khat ’. 

Carefully extracted with my own hand and cleared from the adhering sand, it proved a 
perfectly preserved oblong leaf of yellowish paper, measuring about 14 by z- in., which had 
clearly formed part of a large manuscript arranged in the form of a Pothl. The reproduction 
in Plate CX shows the six lines of remarkably clear writing in Brahmi. characters of the upright 
Gupta type covering each side. The circular hole intended for the string, which was passed 
through the separate leaves of the Pothi and served to keep them in order, is seen on the 
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left side of the leaf, as in most of the ancient manuscripts recovered from Eastern Turkestan. 

Dr. Hoernlc’s examination (sec list) shows that the leaf, numbered 8, contains a text written 
in the non-Sanskritic (Proto-Tibetan ?) language, which he was the first to recognize in other 
fragmentary manuscripts previously obtained from Eastern Turkestan, in part at least from 
Khotan, and that the manuscript to which it belonged was probably that of a Buddhist canonical 
text. The writing is attributed by Dr. Uoernle, on palaeographical grounds, to the seventh or 
eighth century *. 

The find just described was made at a depth of about 5 feet from the surface and close MS. of 
to tlie rough wooden post fixed in the floor as seen in Fig. 33. It was quickly followed by 
a series of other manuscript finds, all consisting of fragments, but varying in extent from 
relatively large portions of single leaves to batches of numerous minute pieces. Among these 
fragments (numbered D. in. 2-1 1) the large majority could at the time be easily recognized, by 
their conformity in paper, size, and handwriting as having originally formed part of a Sanskrit 
manuscript treating of Buddhist canonical matter. Dr. Uocrnle's careful analysis proves that 
these fragments belong to the eighteenth and nineteenth chapters of a Maliayana text, apparently 
some king of Prajiiti Paramild, written in Gupta characters of the seventh or eighth century on 
leaves of very large size, about iS by 7 inches-. A leaf of this work, as restored from two pieces 
(D, HI. 7, S) is reproduced in Plate CVII. The obverse contains the conclusion of the eighteenth 
chapter {B/iiivu'parivarta), marked also by a diagram of homocentric rings, and bears on its left 
hand margin the pagination number 132. Dr. Uocrnle's notes show that remnants of two other 
Buddhist Sanskrit texts, one of tlieni apparently containing the story of the Yak.sa chief 
Manibhadra (see Plate CIX), arc represented among these fragments ^ 

The position in which all these manuscript pieces were found, embedded in loose sand at Position 
levels varying from 4 to 3 feet above the original flooring, proved beyond all doubt that they 
could have got there only by accident Tlieir distribution in varying depths and places makes it 
probable that they had fallen in from an upper story, while the basement was gradually filling 
up with drift-sand. This assumption was borne out by small pieces of animal bones, felt, leather, 
and oilcakes {iitnjara), which turned up in the same layers. Tlie earlier any manuscript remains 
had reached the safe resting-place offered by the sand-covered basement, the more extensive they 
might reasonably be expected to be. So I watched with growing eagerness the progress made 
by my men on December 23 in clearing the sand nearer down to the original floor. The first 
find, made a little to the east of the post already mentioned and about feet above the floor, 
was the portion of a document (D. iii. 12) written on a sheet of coarse thin paper, about 
10 by 8 inches, in cursive Brahnu characters of the eighth century (see Plate CX). In the text 
Dr. Hoernle has recognized the same Eastern Iranian language in which a number of other 
documents from Dandan-Uiliq are recorded. As in the majority of these, the writing is confined 
to one side of the sheet only, since the thin unsized paper, like the modern Khotan paper, would 
readily absorb the ink and let it pass through. 

As the work proceeded towards the centre of the room, a massive beam of poplar wood Carved 
(‘Terek’, Populus alba), ii inches thick and in almost perfect preservation, was laid bare. ‘ Its 
length, close on 19 feet, and its position showed that It had once stretched right across the room, 
undoubtedly supporting its ceiling. Two well-carved octagonal posts, each 4 feet 5 inches high 
and exactly alike, had turned up before (see Figs. 32, 33). Their bell-shaped capitals, 4 inches 
high, were surmounted by single circular bands accurately reproducing the Amalaka ornament of 

‘ Comp. Hoernle, Report on C,-A. ant., ii. pp. 12 sq., ’ See Dr. Hoernle’s Note i. in list of finds. 

18 sqq. ’ See Notes ii. and iii. in list below. 
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Indian architecture, while below were bases 8 inches square. I am un3.ble to indicate the exact 
position and arrangement of these posts, but it seems probable that they had served to support 
the central beam. 

A little beyond the latter, towards the east, the men clearing the sand just above the floor 
came upon a closely-packed layer of manuscript leaves (D. iii, 13. a), evidently still retaining the 
order they had occupied in the original Pothl. Subsequently two more small packets of leaves 
lying close by, and belonging to the identical MS. (D. iii. 13. b, D. iii. 13. c), were brought to 
light, practically intact, though the action of moisture to which these leaves must have once been 
subjected, owing to their position not far above the ground, had stuck them close together, and 
had made them so very brittle that their successful separation could only be accomplished in 
London through the expert help of the MS. Department of the British Museum. The ends of 
the leaves had been bent over near the usual string-hole, and had often become detached through 
this folding of centuries ; but they could be fitted again without difficulty to their proper places. 

The leaves in their complete state, as shown by the specimens reproduced in Plate CVIII, 
measure about 14!^ by 3 inches, and show on each side six lines of Brahmi characters of the 
upright Gupta type, ascribed by Dr. Hoernle to the seventh or eighth century. In the text, 
which is Sanskrit, the same distinguished Indologist has recognized the Vajracckedika, a famous 
treatise of the Mahayana school, first edited by the late Professor Max Muller in the Atiecdo/a 
Oxoniensia. The exact arrangement of the leaves was greatly facilitated by this discovery, and 
has shown to Dr. Hoernle that out of the twenty folia which this manuscript originally contained 
not less than fifteen have been preserved, in whole or part^ It is of some interest to record that, 
sticking closely to the packet D. iii. 13. a of Vajracchedika leaves, there turned up also some 
much twisted fragments of the Sanskrit manuscript in large Gupta characters described above as 
a sort of Prajna Paramita. These fragments, which showed a far more brittle condition than 
the rest of the leaves described in Dr. Hoernle’s Note i., had evidently become attached to the 
Vajracchedika Pothl in its earlier resting-place, and sharing its fate had found their way into 
the sand of the basement-story far earlier than the other pieces. 

The fact that all manuscript remains found in this ruined structure (with the exception of the 
small document in the ‘ unknown ’ Eastern Iranian language) proved to have religious contents, 
makes it appear highly probable that they are derived from the library of a monastic establishment 
that once occupied the structure, and, no doubt, supplied the attendant priests for the adjoining 
small shrines. That the basement room excavated had offered only accidental shelter to these 
fragmentary relics of Buddhist literature, and had originally served the more prosaic purposes 
of a cook-room for the little Vihara, became abundantly clear as the work of clearing was carried 
on to the east wall. Built against the latter there was found a big fireplace, constructed of fairly 
hard plaster with an elaborately-moulded top looking like a chimney but showing no arrangement 
for the egress of smoke, the whole reaching to a height of over 6 feet from the floor. 

By the side of it a broad bench, also seen in Fig. 33, filled a kind of recess. Judging from 
a similar arrangement still observed in Turkestan houses, and from bits of coarse broken pottery 
found below it, this bench probably served for the handy storing of cooking utensils. In front 
of it, and not far from the fireplace, there stood a rough wooden tripod (visible in the photograph), 
such as is still used throughout the country to support large water-jars required for kitchen 
purposes. In the same way the short rough post with branching head, which I found fixed 
in the ground close to where the first manuscript leaf was discovered, certainly served to hang 


* See his Note v. in list below. 
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a- keltic from. Remains of ancient bones, oilcakes, and small layers of charcoal found scattered 
over the floor in several places corroborate die above conclusion. 

Of the remaining structures traceable at the southern group of ruins two coidd easily be Excavation 
recognized, by the characteristic arrangement of their posts emerging above the sand, as small 
shrines of the type with which we have already become familiar. The first cleared among 
them (D. x.), situated about So feet to the west-north-west of the little monastic dwelling last 
described, proved to consist of an oblong cella measuring lo ft. 6 in. outside from north to 
south, with a width of 9 ft. 6 in. The entrance, .as in the case of the other small temples of 
this group, lay to the north, A passage, feet wide, surrounded the cella, but the walls of 
this had almost completely dcc.ayed on the north and west, and elsewhere rose only t to 2 feet 
above tlie original grouiul. The walls of the cella, too, stood nowhere higher than 4 feet. 

Their construction was of the usual timber framework and plaster, with a thickness of about 
6 inches. The mural decorations were here of a very simple kind, consisting both inside and 
outside the cella almost solely of rows of small seated Duddha figures. Each row, including 
the vesic.a around the figure and the gaily coloured background, was 6 in. high. The dresses 
of the Buddhas were alternately coloured dark brown, red, and white, the colours of the back- 
ground varying in .a similar firshion. The whole of these little frescoes showed inferior work, 
evidently done with the use of stencils. 

The sculptural decoration of the shrine must have been erpially modest, and restricted to 
a single image occupying the octagonal b.ase found near the south wall of the cella. Of the 
statue itself there remained nothing but the wooden post which had served as a core, and 
shapeless pieces of very friable stucco. But the base, still fairly intact on the north to a height 
of about 2 ft, 6 in., .showed some pectiliar feature.s. It consisted below of eight facct-s, i ft 5 in, 
broad at the foot, sloping inwards, and thus gnidually narrowing to a widtlj of about i foot. 

Then followed a circular moulding, i / in. high, and above this eight facets of e.vactly similar 
dimensions, but arranged in the inverse direction and tints sloping outwards**. These upper 
facets had sunfered greatly, and when the sand had been cleared from behind the base it was 
found to have been dug into almost to the centre, undoubtedly by ‘ treasure-seekers ’ who 
may have suspected here some valuable deposit. 

In view of the damage thus caused it w.as the more gratifying that my clearing revealed 
in front of the base, and leaning against it, a scries of painted panels which had remained un- 
disturbed just as the last attendants at the shrine must have placed them. The relatively 
good preservation of some of these panels is probably due to the fact that they had rested 
not on the actual floor of the cella, but on a rim of plaster about 3 in. high and 5 in. broad 
which ran round the foot of the pedestal, and was evidently intended for the placing of offerings. 

The most interesting among tljc paintings, and fortunately also one of the best preserved, is 
D, X. 4 (see Plate LXIII), painted on a wooden tablet 18 in. long and 4y in. high, which was found 
standing upright against the east corner of the front facet of the pedestal. In its subject I think Illusinitiou 
I can recognize with certainty a spirited representation of the main features of the legend which 
HsUan-tsang relates of the introduction of sericulture into Khotan and of the princess instru- princess, 
mental in it®. The second female figure from the R. proper, bearing over her rich curling 
locks an elaborate golden diadem, is undoubtedly meant for the princess. Our attention is 
forcibly drawn to the diadem by the significant gesture with which the outstretched arm and 
forefinger of the first figure from the R. proper, evidently a female attendant, point towards it. 

** [Mr. Andrews points out that this form of base is ‘ Sec above, pp. 329 sq. 

seen in many Cliinese bronzes.] 
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From the silkworms’ eggs hidden in the princess’s headdress had been derived the cocoons 
which we see heaped up in a basket in front of the princess. Her eyes turned down upon 
them, and the right arm stretched out towards them seem clearly to indicate the protection 
which, according to the legend, the princess was anxious to assure, by an edict, to tlie silkworms 
within the cocoons. 

Until I had correctly realized the character of the second figure and significance of the 
first’s gesture as well as of the basket placed between them, the attitude of the fourth figure, 
also female, and of the object in front of her seemed very puzzling. With the subject of the 
panel once identified it is easy now to recognize, notwithstanding . the faded colours, that the 
long stretched object shown in brown is meant for the wooden framework of a loom or silk- 
weaving gear such as is used to this day in Indian villages for preparing a warp of spun cotton 
threads. The instrument which the fourth figure is holding in her right hand is probably identical 
with the wooden implement, curiously resembling a currycomb, found in one of the ruined houses 
of the Niya Site, N. xx., and shown in Plate LXXHI. It use is illustrated by the exactly similar 
wooden instrument which is still used in India by cotton-spinning villagers for separating and 
combing the threads while attached to the rude frames usually found fixed by the roadside. 
The four-armed third figure seen seated to the left proper of the princess undoubtedly represents 
a male divinity, perhaps the god presiding over the silkworms. He wears high top-boots 
like another divinity which appears on the interesting panel (D. vii. 6) reproduced in Plate LX I, 
but the emblems held in his hands are scarcely distinctive enough to guide us to a certain 
identification 

As regards all details in the drawing and colouring of the figures, I must refer to the 
description given in the inventory list and to the illustration in Plate LX 1 1 1, where, however, 
a full reproduction of all colours and delicately-shaded tints of the original could not be attempted. 
Special mention may be made here of the cleverly-arranged composition of the whole scene and 
the free and spirited drawing of the main figure. It is of interest to note the unmistakably 
Persian type of face given to the princess in spite of her Chinese origin, as rightly maintained 
by the legend. We have here a clear indication of the influence exercised at Khotan by Iranian 
pictorial art, which is traceable also in other panels of Dandan-Uiliq. The curious miniature 
representation of what looks like a tower with four pointed turrets or finials, faintly visible on 
the left proper edge of the panel, may possibly be meant to indicate a kind of reel round which 
the silk thread is wound when preparing it for the warp. The petal-shaped daubs of dark pink 
which appear on the background bear manifestly the same character as the auspicious sindnm or 
sandal-ointment marks with which pious Hindus have ever been fond of bedaubing objects of 
worship or votive offerings. 

Another well-preserved tablet is D. x. 3, painted on both sides (see Plate LX IV), Its interest 
lies in the representation on the obverse of three seated Bodhisattvas, whose figures and attri- 
butes seem to agree closely with the typical forms given to this highly popular class of divinities 
by Tibetan and Mongolian Buddhism. I must leave it to e.xperts in Northern Buddhist icono- 
araphy to determine exact identifications. The two-armed figure first on the right proper 
holding the Vajra in the right hand is probably meant for Vajrapani. The three-headed and 
four-armed third figure holding in one of its left hands a bow may in view of this attribute be 
supposed to represent some form of Mahju^rlb As Vajrapani and Manju^rl are found very 


‘ Julien’s translation of HsUan-ts.'ing’s legend, Mimoires, 
ii. p. 239, refers to the Lu-shl convent having been built 
‘ en I'honncur de la ddesse des vers Jl sole But other 


renderings give a different meaning to the passage ; tomp. 
above, p. 229. 

' Comp. Grilnwedcl, Mythdcgic des BudJhisr.u:, p. tjS. 
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frequently combined into a triad along with Maitreya, I am inclined to recognize the latter 
Bodhisattva in tlic middle figure, especially as two of Mailreya's conimon attributes, the Cakra 
and the holy water flask, seem to bo represented in his hands. The scarf-like garment wrapped 
around the arms and the deep red colour of the undercoat also point to Maitreya". The thin 
Chinese-looking inousUichcs of the two side figures are a curious un-Indian feature. Of the four 
seated figures shown originally on the reverse only the two middle ones are still fairly distinguish- 
.able. The third from the right proper is shown in the ‘ Dhyanamudra ’ attitude. It deserves to 
be noticed that both in this figure and in the one adjoining it the outlines marking the eyes 
are coniinuetl by a straight black line e.xtending from the outer angle of the eye to the top 
of the ear, and giving precisely the cfTect of spectacles. Is it possible that an indication of 
the latter was intended ? 

It is interesting to find in three of the panels subjects treated which arc known to us Repetition 
likewise from paintings discovered in another shrine of Dandiin-Uiliq. The comparison enables jj[ 
us to rcaliite to whac e.\tent details of pictorial rcjiresenmtion had become fi.\:cd even where of panels, 
no apparent mythological importance. On the reverse of D. x. 5 (see Plate LXII) wc meet 
with die scene of the horsemati and bird to which reference has already been made in connexion 
with a fresco of D. 11. A comparison of this panel with the far better preserved one D. vii. 5 
(Plate LIX) .shows that, notwithsmiuling the consideniblc difference in artistic c.xecution and care, 
both must be directly or indirectly derived from the same prototype. The pose of rider and 
horse is identical in both ; the uniformity of treatment extends to the dress and accoutrements 
and even the saddlery. The high sugar-loaf shaped cap with its ‘ vandyked ’ corners is bor- 
rowed from the camel-riding figure of D. vii. 5. Leaving other details for mention in conne.xion 
with the latter panel, attention may be called to the distinctly Persian look of both rider and 
horse. The elaborately painted figure of the three-headed divinity, perhaps a Tantric form of 
Avalokites\ara, which we see in D. vii. 6 (Plate LX), and which we shall have occasion to discuss 
below, is represented by two replicas on the obverse of D. x. 5 and on D. .v. 8. The latter 
painting (Plate LXII) is of interest notwithstanding its very poor preservation, because it 
shows the god combined with his Sakti, an arrangement common in Tibetan representations 
of the special tutelary divinities or Yi-davi'*. The Persian treatment of the female head shows 
that Iranian influence had affected even those s.acred figures and groups w'hich the Buddhism 
of Khotan, like tliat of Tibet, must be supposed to have received ready-made as it were and 
fixed in all cssenti.al details from the M.ih.ayana imagery of India. 

The manuscript finds in this shrine were slight, but the place and distribution in which I\IS. fr.ig- 
they turned up make them instructive. Numerous fnigments of leaves written in BrTdimi 
characters were found in front and east of the image base lying on the previously mentioned ings. 
rim in little packets distinguished in the list as D. x. 9, D. x. 10. a, 10. b, 10. c. a, 10. c. / 3 , 10. d. 

From the way in which they were placed between various painted panels it was clear that 
they had been deposited as votive offerings by some of the last worshippers at the shrine. 

The marks of red paint which I found sprinkled over the leaves fully agreed with this con- 
clusion ; for they also appeared, as w'e have seen, on several of the panels. Dr. Hoernle’s 
analysis*® shows that the fragments distributed in packets D. x. 9, D. x. 10. c. /S, D. x. 10. d, all 
belonged to one leaf, and that similarly D. x. 10. a, D. x. 10. b were made up of portions of 
a large leaf, but from some other manuscript. The fragments D. x. 10. c. a, which were lying 

• Comp, for characteristic points in Maitreya representa- ’ Grtlnwcdcl, Mythologie, p. 94. 

tions of Northern Buddhism, Grtlnwcdcl, Mythologic, pp. See Notes xi.x., sx., xxi., in the inventory list below. 
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as a separate little packet close above that marked with yS, had formed part of a third 
manuscript. 

These observations prove that before use as offerings detached folia of different manuscripts 
had here been purposely broken up so as to make several small heaps convenient for deposition. 

Under exactly similar conditions portions of one relatively large Tibetan Pothl, containing the 

Salistamba-Sutra, and of a Sanskrit text were subsequently discovered by me in the Endefe 
temple cut up into little packets, or even separate bits, which the offering worshipper had thought 
fit to distribute before a number of different sacred images The facts here observed provide 
a satisfactory explanation for the small detached fragments of manuscripts which turned up at 
several other shrines of Dandan-Uiliq, though no longer in their original place of deposition. 
Of the leaves recovered from D. x two had belonged to manuscripts, written in upright Gupta 
characters and in the non-Sanskritic language which Dr. Hoernle tentatively designates as 
Proto-Tibetan, while the third manuscript, remains of which are contained in D. x. lo. c. o, was 
in Sanskrit and similar to the large-leaved manuscript of a Prajna Pdramita text found in 

D. in. Dr. Hoernle ascribes its upright Gupta writing to the seventh or eighth century. 

The manuscript fragments just referred to were not the only written remains of this small 
temple. In the sand filling the western passage outside the cella there was found at a height 
of about 2 feet above the original floor a fairly well preserved wooden beam,. 5 ft. ii in. long, 
4 in. wide, and 5 in. thick, which must have originally been fixed in the passage wall, probably 
for the purpose of joining the posts as described in the case of D. ii. Over a portion of the 
carefully-smoothed face of this beam, which I was able to remove safely (D. x. 6), there are 
written at intervals of | to f in. thirty-seven characters of the same very cursive Brahml which 
is shown in the inscriptions painted below the frescoes. Though the wood is in perfectly 
sound condition inside the surface has become very dark, and consequently no mechanical 
reproduction of the inscription could be obtained. Dr. Hoernle, who has studied it in an eye- 
copy prepared by Dr. Barnett, and whose transcription is given below in the descriptive list, 
has been able to determine that it is in the same ‘unknown’ language of Eastern-Iranian type 
which appears in the Brahml documents and fresco inscriptions of Dandan-Uiliq. The special 
interest of this inscription lies in the fact that it contains, as pointed out by Dr. Hoernle, ‘a 
few recognizable Sanskrit words, “ done ” after the fashion of the “ unknown language ” viz. 
hisala-iimla and Bodhisattva (spelt bo-dhymc saivyatt). 

A ruined structure situated about 15 yards to the north-east of D. x. was cleared without 
any finds being made. The apartment excavated measured 29 by 19 feet, and probably formed 
the lower story of a dwelling-house. As the floor lay covered by only about 4 fcfit of sand 
the ruin is likely to have been searched previously by ‘treasure-seekers'. This had certainly 
been the case with a smaller ruined dwelling close to D. in. on the north, which Turdi remem- 
bered having opened. 

Another structure, D. xii, situated about 70 feet to the south of D. x, proved on excavation 
to consist of a small cella of the construction usual at this site, measuring outside 13 by 10 feet. 

It had its entrance on the north, and was originally surrounded by a passage 4 feet wide. 
Thouo-h overlain now by 7 feet of sand the ruin showed far advanced decay, the result, no 
doubt, of long exposure. In consequence, the cella walls, as seen in Plate V, stood nowhere 
higher than 3 ft. 6 in., while those enclosing the passage had crumbled away almost to the 
ground. Within tlie cella, towards the south wall, were found the remains of an octagonal 
pedestal in stucco, 4 feet in diameter, resembling in shape that of D. x, but of better design 

See below, chap. xii. sec. ii. 
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and with more elaborate mouldings. The photograph shows that it rested on a low circular 
base decorated with lotus-petals. The whole front portion of the pedestal and base was found 
to have been destroyed, no doubt in the course of some ‘treasure-seeking’ operations, and of 
the statue which once had stood on it not even fragments survived. It was probably due to 
the same reason that no painted panels were found here. Near the north wall, however, some 
small reliefs ih plaster of Paris were found, showing that the upper portions of the walls had 
once borne decorations similar to those of D. i and D. ii. One of these reliefs (D. xii. i), seen 
in Plate LVI, and originally coloured, represents a flying female figure, probably a Gandharvi, 
holding in her outstretched hands a festoon cloth. The other pieces are replicas of the Gan- 
dharvi figure D. xir. 5, illustrated in the same plate, which is shown here as rising from a large- 
petalled lotus. We have met with this motive already among the stucco decorations from D. i. 

Of the frescoes which had covered the cella walls naturally very little remained. Each wall- Mural 
face, except the one to the north, seems to have borne three life-size paintings of Buddhas or 
Bodhisattvas surrounded by aureoles and standing on open lotuses. The photograph reproduced d. xii. 
in Plate V shows what remains of this mural decoration at the western end of the south 
wall. The triangular space left between the lowest portions of two aureoles is filled by a well- 
draped female figure with her head turned upwards and holding in her left a lyre. She is 
shown standing on a lotus, and may thus be meant for a divine attendant. The small figures, 
male and female, seen at the bottom of the wall, are typical representations of worshippers. 

Very little remained of the colouring of these frescoes apart from the outlines of the figures, 
usually drawn in a kind of terra-cotta colour over the greyish-white distemper. 

The clearing of the south-east corner revealed, close to the floor, manuscript remains of MS.remains 
considerable extent, but unfortunately decayed into an almost unrecognizable state. The first ^ 

. indication of such remains was furnished by the fragment of a wooden vessel, D. xii. 6, about 
7I by 3 in., to which were adhering, both inside and outside, layers of completely rotten paper. 

Writing of upright Gupta characters, arranged apparently in four lines, can just be distinguished 
on the blackened surface. A few inches below this I came upon a consolidated mass of ‘sand,’ 
recte loess dust, extending over a space of about ii by 6 in. and firmly adhering to the floor. 

In it were embedded relatively thick layers of almost completely perished manuscript leaves. 

The latter, together with the overlying brittle crust of ‘sand,’ broke at the slightest touch. 

It proved equally impossible to disengage the leaves or to remove the whole layer. I succeeded 
in slicing the latter off the floor but only in fragments, and the separation of the paper-flakes 
proved an impossible task even in the British Museum. The few characters distinguishable 
on the surface show bold Gupta writing similar to that seen in Plate CVII. Embedded in 
the layer were two thin wooden boards, about pf in. long and 4 in, wide (see Plate CVI), which 
had undoubtedly served as covers for one of the Pothis that had supplied these perished 
leaves. Flakes of paper still adhere to them in layers. A third board, completely decayed, 
which lay at the bottom touching the floor, had evidently belonged to a second Pothl. 

The entire decay of these manuscripts can be explained only by the damp to which they Moisture of 
must have been exposed for some time while lying on the floor of the shrine. The observation 
is of interest as showing that even after the abandonment of the settlement there followed 
a period when water must have reached it, at least periodically, in quantities sufficient to 
spread moisture to the basement of buildings. If the manuscripts had come to lie above 
a layer of the drift-sand which invaded the building, or if all supply of water had ceased 
immediately after their deposition on the floor, their state of preservation would have probably 
differed little from that of the manuscripts found in D. in. 
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scattered group of ruined structures situated about half a mile east-north-east of my 
D. IV. D. V. j attention. The first to be explored were the closely 

adjoining ruins, marked D. iv and D. v in the plan, in which I could without difficulty recognize 
the remains of an oblong tcmplc-cella and of a large dwelling-place. These ruins had suffered 
badly from erosion which, in the unprotected soil immediately to the north and east of them, 
had produced broad depressions to the depth of about 20 feet below the original ground-level. 
The ruins, owing to this lowering of the adjoining ground, as marked in the detail plan 
(Plate XXVI), seemed now to occupy a raised tongue of land quite clear of dunes, and nowhere 
retained more than two or three feet of covering sand. Above this tliere rose the splintered 
short stumps of posts which once had held the framework of ivattle and plaster walls, as seen 
in the photograph of D. v (Fig. 35). In places the rows of these posts still clearly marked the 
position of dividing walls, though the walls themselves had practically disappeared down to the 
ground-level. Elsewhere there remained under the thin layer of sand only tlie massive beams, 
usually 6 to S inches in thickness, which had formed the foundation of the walls, while near the 
edges of the ground actually undergoing wind-erosion even these remains had disappeared, or 
were strewing the slopes in shapeless fragments of bleached brittle timber. The plaster work had 
survived only in a few portions of walls, which in the detail plan can readily be distinguished 
by being marked in black. Nowhere did Uiesc remnants of walls exceed a height of 2 feet. 

Rcni.iins of The exposed condition of these ruins had, of course, attracted the visits of ' treasure-seeking ’ 
icnipli!-ccll.i parties, including some that Turdi had personally conducted in former years; and their burrowings 
had left visible marks in the ddbris of plaster, timber, potsherds, &c., which lay scattered about 
on the surface of the sand, as seen in the photographs. Notwithstanding the damage thus caused, 
my careful clearing of the ruins was rewarded by some interesting relics. Within the cella 
D. IV (Fig, 34), which measured 13 ft. S in. inside from cast to west with a width of ii ft, only 
some much decayed fragments in friable stucco were found, which seemed to belong to the drapery 
of a colossal figure. Tiiis had no doubt occupied the base, 3 feet square, which faced the 
entrance on the cast and still rose to a height of S inches. At the foot of the west wall, 
behind the base, there remained traces of a painted frieze, probably resembling that illustrated 
from D. XU. Of the walls enclosing a passage around the cella, 5 feet wide, very little 
remained but the foundation beams and stumps of posts. Yet even this scanty shelter had 
sufficed to preserve on tlie west side the two painted panels, D. iv. 4 and 5, but their colours 
have suffered much. 

Illuairaiion The obverse of the panel D. iv. 5, measuring i in. in length with a width of 4|' in. and 

of legend of shown in Plate LX I II, is of special interest: for in the half-length human figure with the head of 
s.icred rats. wearing a diadem, which occupies the central semi-ellipse, we have manifestly a repre- 

sentation of the chief of those sacred rats which were worshipped as having saved Khotan 
from an attack of the Hsiung-nu, and whose legend, as heard by Hsiian-tsang at the site 
corresponding to the present ‘ Kaptar-Mazar' at the western edge of the oasis, we have already 
discussed in detail \ Though the characteristic features of the rat’s head are unmistakably 
indicated, the painter has cleverly imparted to it a human expression. The colour visible an 
the face and on the part of the neck left bare by the robe is distinctly yellow, thus agreeing 


* Sac above, pp. rig sq. 
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with HsUan-tsang's story which represents those sacred rats as having ‘ hair of a gold and silver 
colour’-. The worshipping attitude of the nude male figure on the right proper, carrying a 
leaf-shaped fan and looking towards the rat-headed king, clearly marks the sacred character 
of the latter. A third smaller figure on the left proper is almost completely effaced. On the 
reverse, too, five seated figures can be made out in faint outlines. It was only after the panel 
had been cleaned in the British Museum from the thin layer of adhering sand, and carefully 
examined by the trained eye of Mr. F. H. Andrews, that I realized the peculiar features of 
die rat-headed figure and its significance. 

The other panel, D. iv. 4, measuring lOy by Sa Plate LXV), shows on the obverse 

the red-robed figure of a standing Buddha, apparently in the attitude of teaching, and surrounded 
by. vesica and nimbus. The standing figure on the reverse is too deleted for any certain 
interpretation, but attention may be called to the peculiar circular markings which appear above 
the knees of this figure on legs apparently bare. 

Of manuscript finds the cella yielded from its north-east corner die fragments D. iv. 1-3, JfS. frag- 
written in Brahml characters of the upright Gupta type, recognized by Dr. Hoernle as belonging 
to single leaves of two separate Pothls. The language is Sanskrit, and the text apparently 
from some Buddhist canonical work. D. iv. 6 was subsequently discovered in the north-west corner 
of the cella in the form of a small ball of crumpled-up paper. This proved to consist of two 
pieces of paper, each measuring about 1 1 by 5 inches, found attached to one another, and 
according to Dr. Hoernle’s examination evidently making up one document. It is written in 
cursive Brahmi characters placed widely apart like the documents to be discussed presently, but 
on both sides of the paper, while ordinarily, owing to the thin unsized paper used for all 
documents whether in cursive Brahml or Chinese, the writing is confined to one side only. 

As in all cursive Brahml documents from Dandan-Uiliq, the language is the non-Sanskritic 
one of Eastern Iranian type. Dr. Hoernle, without being able to indicate the purport of the 
document, has noted in it the mention of a definite date, the 17th day of the month Mufiamji^ 

The remains of the ruined dwelling-house D. v, situated to the north of the cella and at Condition of 
a distance of only some 50 feet, had been exposed too long to retain any objects which 
‘ treasure-seeking ’ parties might consider of value. Turdi distinctly remembered having searched 
them years before, and having obtained there a number of Ma^s (‘ writings ’), though he, naturally 
enough, could not give any information as to their character. Nevertheless, the systematic 
clearing of this ruin was attended by some important results. By tracing the dividing walls 
some seven apartments could still be made out, besides two enclosures built with walls of 
rushes and plaster in which we may recognize outhouses or stables. Other apartments must 
have disappeared through erosion, judging from the plentiful timber debris strewing the slope 
adjoining. Nothing but fragments of coarse plain pottery, red and grey, and pieces of wall 
plaster were found on the slopes and in the rooms northward. But luckily the two southern- 
most rooms were still under a cover of sand from 2 to 3 feet high, which the wall portions 
extant there had helped to retain, and under this cover some interesting relics had escaped 
previous searchers’ attention. 

In particular, the large room forming the south-eastern end of the house, and measuring 
17 ft. 6 in. by 15 ft. inside, yielded an unexpected variety of written remains. The two frag- 
mentary leaves (D. v. i, 2) in upright Gupta writing of the seventh or eighth century, which 
turned up first near the north-east corner, have proved to belong to Pothls, probably containing 


’ See M/moires, ii. p. 232. 

^ The month name Muiiaja hag been recorded by 


Dr. Hoernle from the cursive Brahml documents previously 
examined by him ; see Report on C.-A. ant,, ii. p. 3.3. 
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Bucklhist canonical texts in the non*Sanskritic (Proto-Tibetan) language In the south-west 
corner, where the sand lay highest, were found numcrons fragments (D. v. 7) belonging to a leaf 
from a manuscript in the same language, which evidently was written by the copyist of tlie 
Bhnmiparivarta text discovered in D. But more interesting than these fragments of Pothis 
are the wooden tablets with cursive Br^hmi writing (D, v. 3, 4), the wooden stick with Chinese 
characters (D. v. 5), the CInnese document on tliin water-lined paper (D. v, 6), and the large 
document in cursive Brahml (D. v. 8), signed with a Chinese monogram, which all successively 
emerged from the same shelter. 

By Hr the most important among these records is the Chinese document D. v, 6 (see 
Plate CXV), measuring about 10 by 5 inches, and recovered almost complete from the narrow roll 
into which it was found folded. The full annotated translation which M. Chavannes has given 
of this paper in Appendix A shows that it is a petition by one Ssii-lUeh, an inhabitant of 
Li-hsich, ‘in the territory of the Six Cities,' for the recovery of a donkey which had been 
sold ‘ for six thousand pieces of money ’ to two individuals who, after a delay of ten months, 
had failed to pay the money or return the animal. The persons against whom the petition 
is preferred are designated as ‘scribes in the barbarian language’ subordinate to the a-mo-chih 
S/it/i-izii, one of them being named A-s/ii/i-nai winie the name of the second is missing. 
The petition is dated in the second month of the sixteenth year of the Ta-li period, which 
corresponds to 78 1 .\. d. It is not merely on account of the e.xact date tlius supplied that this 
document may claim special value, but also because, in conjunction with three Chinese documents 
which Mr. Macartney obtained in 1898 through M. Badruddin, the Afghan Ak-sakal at Khotan, 
and wltich were first published by Dr. Hoernle*, it makes it possible to fix with practical 
certainty the name of the settlement represented by the ruins of Dandan-Uiliq, as well as the 
official designation of the Chinese administrative division to which it belonged. 

The full translation which hi. Chavannes has given in Appendix A of the three documents 
just referred to, and the learned notes with which he has there elucidated their contents and 
historical significance, render it easy to acquaint ourselves with the character and bearing of 
tliese records. Hence I may restrict myself here to a summary of the essential points. The 
first document (A) is a letter, presumably a draft, dated on tlie 23rd day of the third month 
of the third year Ta-li (768 a.d.), and is addressed by Ch'eng Hsien, the Chinese military 
officer commanding at Li-hsieh, to ‘ Wei-ch'ih, chih-lo prefect of the Six Cities and a-mo-chih.’ 
M. Chavannes has lucidly demonstrated that Wei-ch'ih Yao, king of Khotan, whom we know 
to have reigned from 764 up to Wu-k‘ung’s visit (788-789 a. d.), is undoubtedly meant here. 
The grant of the title a-via-chih to the king of Khotan is attested by an imperial brevet of 
the year 728, mentioned in a previous chapter®*. M. Chavannes has made it equally clear that 
‘ tlie Six Cities of which Wei-ch'ih [Yao] is described as the prefect, can only be the official 
designation of the territory of Khotan, comprising tlie capital Yii-t'ien and the five towns or 
districts dependent on it which the T'ang Annals mention. ' The letter of the commandant 
refers to the petition of certain people originally of Li-hsieh, who owing to repeated depreda- 
tions of bandits had left the place, and who now pray for exemption from certain requisitions 
of grain and forced labour still exacted from them. The commandant refuses the claim to 
exemption, but recommends that the petitioners be enabled by special written authorization of 
the king to return to Li-hsieh in order to fulfil their obligations with the grain and the men 

* See Dr. Hoernle’s notes xi., xii., in inventory list. IV, for facsimiles of two of the documents and abstracts of 

“ Comp. Dr. Hoemle's notes i., xiii. contents. 

“ See Report on C.-A. ant., il pp. aa sqq., Plates III, . “ See above, p. 176. 
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they had left behind there. The second document {B), dated only by month and day, contains 
a military requisition from the Li-hsieh garrison, addressed by Yang Chin-ch'ing, commandant 
of the place, to the civil magistrate, asking for skins to re-cover drums and for quail’s feathers 
to refit arrows. The third, dated in the seventh month of the seventh year Chien-chung (786 a.d.), 
records the issue of a loan of 15,000 pieces of money on certain conditions to a person who 
appears to have been of Li-hsieh ; for a note subsequently added and dated in the tenth month 
of the same year records that 10,000 pieces of money have been repaid on account of that 
sum by an inhabitant of Li-hsieh. 

With the records just described the Chinese documents e.xcavated by me in D. v and in 
three other ruins of Dandan-Uiliq (D. vii, viir, i.x), show the closest agreement, not only in 
general appearance, paper, and style of writing, but also in character of contents and in dates. 
A comparison of these documents, as translated by M. Chavannes in Appendi.x A, conclusively 
shows that they are all formal records of public or private transactions. Records of loans, 
e.xactly resembling in their terms and provisions the third of the above documents (C), are 
the most frequent. On the other hand, we see that their dates, ranging from a.d. 781 to 790, 
fall within, or quite close to, the period covered by the two dated ones among Dr. Hoernle's 
previously discussed documents. 

In view of this complete agreement of contents, dates, and palaeographic evidence, it seems 
practically certain that the latter represent some of the finds of ‘ Khitai khats’, i.e. papers with 
Chinese writing which Turdi well remembered to have made on a visit to the site some years 
previously, and which with other ‘old things’ he had sold to Badruddin Khan, his usual 
employer at Khotan. It is impossible now to ascertain whether these particular documents, 
which had all three been transmitted to Mr. Macartney in one batch from Khotan'^, came from 
one of those rooms in the ruined house (D. v) which I found to have been roughly searched, 
or from some of the other ruins that had similarly been ‘e.xplored’ before by Turdi’s parties. 
But even without such specific information the comparison of D. v. 6, the first Chinese document 
I unearthed at the site, makes it clear beyond all reasonable doubt that Li-Itsieh, the locality 
all these documents name, must be identified with the settlement or small tract to which the 
ruined shrines and dwellings of Dandan-Uiliq belonged. 

M. Chavannes, in his first note on the document A, points out that the reading of the 
name ^ Li-Iisieh is rendered uncertain by the first character not being found in Chinese 
dictionaries®. The doubt as to its true sound could be removed only by the discovery of the 
local name in a printed Chinese text, or else, perhaps, by its identification in one of the Brahml 
documents from Dandan-Uiliq. Fortunately no obscurity can attach to the interpretation of 
the term ^ Liu-ch'Sng ‘Six Cities’, given in D. v. 6 as well as in the document .< 4 , as the 
designation of the administrative division to which Li-hsieh belonged. Already, on my return 
journey through Kashgar, when Mr. Macartney and his Chinese literatus Sun Ssu-yeh kindly 
furnished me with transcripts and preliminary translations of the Chinese documents brought 
back by me, I had ascertained that the term ‘ Si.x Cities ’ is still well known by Chinese 
officials in the ‘New Dominions’ as an old designation of the Khotan territory. In a note 


’’ See Dr. Hoernle’s note. Report on C.-A. ant., i. p. vL, 
on batch M. 9, received by him in Oct., 1898. It is signifi- 
cant that the eight sheets of paper with cursive Brahmi 
writing comprised in the same batch are all documents in 
the ‘ unknown ’ Eastern Iranian language, corresponding 
exactly in writing and character to the Brahml documents 


discovered by me at Dandan-Uiliq along with Chinese 
records; see Report on C.-A. ant., ii. pp. 36 sqq., and 
below, pp. 269 sqq. 

“ The difficulty had already been noted in Dr. Hoernle’s 
Report, ii. p. 22. 
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Seeing the roughness of the material, and the apparent purport of the legend which curiously 
recalls w'hat might be inscribed on a mere tally, this find alone would scarcely have suggested that 
wood was used as a regular writing material at the time when this site was deserted. Yet 
the fact of such use was clearly established by the discovery in the same place of two small 
wooden tablets bearing writing in cursive Brahmi characters. Both tablets (D. v. 3, 4) are oblong 
and rounded off at the left end. D. v. 3, as seen in Plate CVI, was provided with a small 
string-hole at tlie same end, and shows writing only on one side, arranged in four lines ; it measures 
by 2| inches. D. v. 4, measuring 7-| by 2 inches, is inscribed on both sides with four and three 
lines, respectively, parallel to the length of the tablet. From the transcription and notes with 
which Dr. Hoernle has favoured me for the writings, it results beyond all doubt that their language 
is the same early Eastern Iranian dialect which Dr. Hoernle has recognized in the paper documents 
with cursive Brahmi writing previously secured from Dandan-Uiliq. A number of words which 
occur in Dr. Hoernle’s e.xtracts from the latter reappear in these tablets, and so also the peculiar 
dating by day and month Signatures, too, are found attached in the form of curious marks 
or monograms. Seeing that the script presents no apparent differences, it may be safely assumed 
diat these written tablets cannot be far separated in time from the corresponding paper documents 
of the same site. 

A tliird and somewhat larger tablet (D. v. 10), 13! inches long and 3 inches broad, which 
turned up close by, at once attracted my interest by showing in its form and lozenge-shaped 
handle the closest resemblance to the lakhli, that traditional wooden board which in all native 
schools of Northern India takes the place of the slate This tablet was found blank, but there 
are plentiful marks of scraping to show diat it had once been used for writing on. I shall have 
occasion to refer again to the antiquarian interest of these finds; for my subsequent discoveries 
at the Niya Site amply proved that we must look upon these few tablets, like the Indian ‘Takhti’ 
itself, as quasi-archaic survivals from the time w'hen paper was unknown, and wood was the general 
writing material of Eastern Turkestan. But at the time of their discovery I little suspected what 
much more e.xtensive finds of records on wood were awaiting- me elsewhere. 

The document in cursive Brahmi (D. v. 8), written on a sheet of thin paper, io| by yi in., 
turned up almost complete in the form of a crumpled small roll ; when opened out by me, with 
fingers half-benumbed dirough cold, it broke into two pieces. It was the first find of this class 
made in the immediate pro.ximity of a record of ascertained date, and I may hence appro- 
priately discuss here what observations I have to offer as regards the probable character of 
these documents and dieir antiquarian bearing. The total number of manuscript pieces in 
cursive Brahmi recovered by me at Dandan-Uiliq Avas si.x, to which must be added the small 
fragment brought to me by Turdi previous to my start for the site^*. Out of the six pieces 
three were found in ruined dwelling-places, viz. D. in, D. v, D. viii, while the rest turned up 
in shrines D. rv and D. vi, Avhich were closely adjoined by residences^®. All fragments were 
found either crumpled like bits of Avaste paper or folded into narroAV rolls just like the Chinese 


discerne la fin d’une Evaluation cn mcsures de capacitE: 

^ “ un cheng et cinq ho ’’ ; — le ko est la dixibme 

partie du chaig. — Jmmddiatement aprhs ces mots, on lit: 

“sixibme annEe, neuvifeme mois"; I’indica- 
tion du jour est illisible ; d’ailleurs, comme la pEriode d’annEes 
n’est pas exprimEe ici, la date ne peut Eire connue.' — 
E. Chavannxs.] 

The words particularly noted by Dr. Hoernle with 


references to their occurrence in previously published docu- 
ments are : sjf>a/a, comp. Report on C.-A. ant., ii. p. 37 ; 
adaki, comp. loc. cit., p. 36; hvamde, comp. p. 36; 14 
hadai ‘on the 14th day’, comp. p. 35. 

For ‘Takhtls’ of exactly similar shape found at the 
Niya Site, comp. Plate Cl. 

** See above, p. 336. 

“ The pieces are numbered D. ui. 13; D. rv. 6; D. 
V. 8; D. VI. 4, 6 ; D. viii. a. 
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documents. TIte paper H (a all cases of a thin flimsy kind, closely resembling in outward 
appearance that of the Chinese documents found at Dandfin-Uiliq. With a single exception 
(D. IV. 6), only one side of the paper is inscribed, probably because the latter was not sized, 
and hence would allow the ink to pass through. Of D. iv. 6 it may be supposed that its paper] 
like that of one at least of the Chinese document; (D. vii. 3), which Prof. Wiesner has subjected 
to microscopical analysis, had received a loading with starch*®. 

Even such cursory examination as was [possible on the spot convinced me that these more 
or less fragmentary sheet; could not have belonged to Pothis, but had evidently served for 
detached records of some kind. The cursive Brfihmt writing which they invariably showed was 
not to be found on any leaf which by its shape or material could be recognized as part of a 
manuscript book. The impression gained from the outward aptx.-arance of these papers has been 
confirmed by Dr. Mocrnle's e.xamination. This sliows that they are documents closely agreeing 
in language, writing, and probable contents witlt the far more extensive collection of Brahmi 
documents described and analysed by him in the second part of his Reporf^"^. Referring to 
that publication for all details of Dr. Hoernle’s painstaking researches, I shall restrict myself 
here to those antiquarian points which my own observations on tire spot may help to illustrate. 
The mamtscript materials in cursive Br.lhmi upon which Dr. Iloernle worked, and which com- 
prised no less than thirteen sheets complete or nearly so, besides a large number of fragments, 
had been derived from purcli.ases made during the years 1S95-S by Mr. Macartney and 
Captain (now M.ajor) S. M. Godfrey from Badruddia Khan, the previously mentioned Ak-sakal of 
the Afghan merchants of Khoian**. Internal evidence of a conclusive kind, which Dr. Hoernle 
has duly indicated, proves that the whole of the Brahmi documents comprised in those purchases 
‘came from the same locality, and even belonged to the same community'. On the other hand, 
the results of my inquiries at Khotan and the comparison of tliese documents with my own 
finds make it appear practically certain that this locality was Dandan-Uiliq, and that the 
documents described by Dr. Hoernle represent chance finds made by Turdi during his earlier 
visits to that site. Badruddia Khan acknowledged from the first that, apart from the ample 
supply of forged manuscripts and block-printed ‘old books’ with which Islam Akhun had fur- 
nished him, all genuine acquisitions of ancient manuscripts had reached him in the form of 
fragments of leaves or crumpled lumps of paper brought by Turdi and his people, hly old 
‘ treasure-seeking ’ guide himself asserted witlr equal emphasis and consistency that nowhere 
else but at Dandan-Uiliq had he and his fraternity ever found ancient ‘Kliats , and that all 
of such that he had sold to Badruddm Khan came from tliat site. In appearance, material, and, 
so far as he could judge, in their writing his manuscript finds had always resembled those which 
rewarded my search at Dandan-Uiliq. 

These statements made bj' the two persons through whose agency the documents comprised 
in Dr. Hoernle's collection had reached Kashgar and Leh, is strongly supported by the evidence 
of the documents tliemselves. In paper, writing, and even the crumpled condition in which 
many of them reached Dr. Hoernle, they show the closest resemblance to my own finds. That 
their language, which Dr. Hoernle’s philological acumen has successfully deciphered, is found 


>• See J. Wies.ier, Neucr BeHraj zur GiscMckU dts 
Papiers, pp. H sq. 

” See Ptptirl on C.-A. ant., ii. pp. 30 sqq. 

Captain Godfrey's contribution (G. i) which com- 
prised a number of the documents here under discussion, 
is said to have been made up .of finds made near Kucha. 


But Dr. Hoernle has pointed out that the recurrence in them 
of the names of the same persons as are mentfoned in 
documents avowedly purchased from Khotan by Mr. Macart- 
ney proves a different origin for at least part of that coUec- 
u'on. See Riport, ii. p. 31. Badruddin regularly supplied 
antiques to Capt. Godfrey at Leh. 
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also ill my Erahml documents can be definitely asserted on the basis of Dr. Hoernle’s prelimi- 
nary notes Without awaiting the results of his detailed analysis it is impossible to say 
whether the contents, too, furnish definite proof of identical origin. But in this respect we can 
fortunately rely on the parallel evidence of the Chinese documents. We have seen already 
that two of these contained in Dr. Hoernle’s collection must have been written at Li-hsieh, 
which the testimony of my own find (D. v. 6) enables us to fix at Dandiin-Uiliq, and from the 
same batch (M. 9) which furnished those two Li-hsich records, came eight of Dr. Hoernle's best 
preserved specimens in Bruhmi script with an Eastern Iranian language. 

The minute analysis of the Brahmi documents previously at his disposal enabled Dr. Hoernie Language 
to establish several philological fiicts which are of very great interest. By determining a number q" 
of w’ords, mainly numerals and terms used in the dating, he succeeded in proving the Eastern documents. 
Iranian type of this ‘unknown language’ and its special connexion with the Galcha dialects 
of the Pamir region •*. He clearly .ascertained the important fact that the majority of the 
complete documents are full}' dated, though the key to the reckoning of years has yet to be 
discovered**. A number of ingenious observations, such as the discovery of lists of names at 
the end of documents, accompanied by what are manifestly the marks of witnesses, the frequent 
occurrence of Chinese signatures or office-stamps in the same place, &c., permitted Dr. Hoernie 
to arrive at the undoubtedly correct conclusion that we have in them records of official or 
private transactions similar in character to the deeds of loan, requisition orders, &c., represented 
by the Chinese documents already discussed. Yet in order to invest these observations with 
their full historical value, it w.as essential that die place of origin and the period of these 
records should be fi.xcd beyond all doubt. The special importance of the Brahmi documents 
brought to light by me at Dandan-Uiliq lies in the fact that, few and fragmentary as they 
are, the certainty which exists as to all circumstances of their discovery supplies just what the 
student of these records needed. 

The close association of Bnlhinl documents with Chinese ones, not only in D. v, but also Date of 
in other ruins (D. vii, vni) to be discussed hereafter, permits us to fix the time of the former ^ 

with approximate certainty. We shall see that the dates of the Chinese records discovered 
by me all range between the years 78 1 and 790, and that very distinct archaeological evidence 
points to the buildings containing them having been finally abandoned soon after. Insignificant 
in size and material as die Erfiliml documents arc, it appears improbable that tliey should date 
back to a period appreciably earlier than that of the Chinese papers witli which they were 
found. Hence the conclusion seems justified that the Bnlhml documents, too, must belong to 
the last quarter of die eighth century. If, in conjunction with this chronological fixing, we 
consider the character of those Brahmi documents which Dr. Hoernie has fully analysed, it becomes 
evident that their language must have been that actually spoken by the inhabitants of the 
ruined settlement during the period immediately preceding its abandonment. This then was 
the ‘ barbarian language ’, to the use of which, by die people of Li-hsieh, the Chinese documents 
D. v. 6 and A both distinctly allude-^. 

I have had occasion, in a previous chapter, to point out that the fact of this language Eastern 

having proved to be of Eastern Iranian origin is in full accord with what indications we other- Iranian 

language of 
documents. 


” See Dr. Hoernle’s notes v., .\., xiv., xvi., xvii., xviii., in 
inventory list. 

See Report on C.-A. an/., ii. p. 33 sq. 

“ See loc. cit, p. 35. 

” In D. V. 6 we read of the petitioner’s complaint being 


laid against two ‘ scribes in the barbarian writing ’. In 
the Chinese commandant mentions a petition in ‘ barbarian 
writing ’ which he had received from the people of Li-hsieh 
and which he then proceeds to reproduce in Chinese. 
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wise possess about an important factor in the ethnic composition of ancient Khotan. In connexion 
herewith it is interesting to note that, by the side of the numerous Indian names of persons 
which Dr. Hoernle has recognized in his Brahmi documents, a few others appear which look 
distinctly Persian-^, One more observation of historical bearing deserves to be mentioned. 
From the fact that these Brahmi records were found again and again in close proximity to 
Chinese ones, it may be inferred that the use of the local language for purposes of administration 
had not ceased during the period of Tang supremacy, in spite of Chinese garrisons and an 
extensive infiltration of Chinese culture. Seeing that, in addition to these two languages, 
Sanskrit also and the non-Sanskritic language, to which Dr. Hoernle for the present gives the 
provisional designation of ‘Proto-Tibetan', must, judging from manuscript finds, have counted 
students, perhaps even speakers, among those who frequented the little shrine (D. iv) and lived in 
the closely adjoining house (D. v), we may admire the polyglot faculties of at least the clerical 
and monastic section of the Khotan population in the eighth century. 

The last dwellers in the ruin D. v had left behind some other curious relics of their daily 
life, besides the remnants of manuscripts and records on paper or wood that must have passed 
tlirough their hands. In the same south-west corner room was found the fragmentary lower 
portion of a turned wooden bowl, D. v. 9, richly lacquered and painted. The elaborate floral 
decoration of the inside, as shown in Plate LXV, bears a Chinese look. The wood, too, seems 
different from any now available in Eastern Turkestan, and points to Chinese origin An article 
of more humble use, but undoubtedly of local manufacture, is the fairly well-preserved shoe (D. v. 1 1) 
made of plaited hemp-string which turned up in the room eastwards next to the corner room. 
Though the shoe shows signs of much hard wear, Mr. Andrews has been able to ascertain all 
details of its make. Finally, I may mention a torn piece of fine cord silk, D. v. 12 (Plate LXXVI), 
found in the same place, as a sample of contemporary textile work. 

The variety of the finds made in D. v does not help us, I fear, to form a definite opinion 
as to the original character of the building. Its vicinity to the temple cella (D. iv), and the 
discovery in it of several fragments of Pothis in non-Sanskritic (Proto-Tibetan ?), one apparently 
a Buddhist canonical text, would naturally suggest that the ruined building had served as 
a convent. But the contents of the Chinese document D. v. 6, and the relatively large size 
of the ruin compared with that of other monastic dwellings at the site, might make us think rather 
of the residence of a local official or other person of position to which the cella was attached 
as a sort of private chapel. The numerous remains of ancient fruit-trees just visible above 
the sand some fifty yards further to the south-west may have belonged to an orchard connected 
with the ruined dwelling. Some 150 yards from the latter in the same direction I picked up 
a well-preserved Chinese ‘cash 'with the legend of the K ai-yiian period a.d.). 

About 250 yards to the north-east of D. v. I noticed under a scanty cover of sand, nowhere 
more than 2 feet, the remains of three small structures (D. xiv). Owing to their exposed 
condition they had evidently been thoroughly exploited long before. Turdi remembered to have 
found here a number of ‘ Khats ' in the form of crumpled scraps of paper or folded rolls, probably 
some of the documents which went to Dr. Hoemle's collection. Of the southernmost structure, of 
which nothing remained but the timber forming the foundation, it was just possible to make out 
that it had been a cella enclosed by the usual passage. The other two structures still showed 
scanty remains of walls ; but no finds of any kind rewarded their clearing. The same was the 
case with the small cella (D. xv) situated about 150 yards to the south of D. v. Here the walls, 

“ See on C.-A. an!., ii. p. 34. and probably of Chinese make, see N. xv. oor. a.. Plates 

“ For a piece of more ancient lacquer work, also a bowl LXV, LXX, 
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forming a square of 8 feet inside, were found standing to a height of 2 to 3 feet ; but the excavation 
of the interior brought to light no remains of any sort, except traces of coarsely-done mural 
paintings made up of the usual rows of small seated Buddha figures. An isolated small structure 
immediately to the soutlt was also cleared without results. 

About 260 yards to the south-east of the last-named ruins, just across the previously-mentioned Ruin D. ix. 
depression, lay the remains of a large but very coarsely built structure. Though much decayed 
through erosion and the borrowings of ‘ treasure-seekers two wings situated at right angles could 
still be distingrjished ; the one facing north measured about So feet in length, and the one adjoining 
westwards about no feet. The walls, where still traceable, consisted merely of rushes fixed 
vertically and overlaid with a thin coating of plaster. Apart from fragments of coarse pottery 
vessels and a large wooden trough hollowed out of a poplar trunk, which the men thought 
to have served for storing grain, no antiquarian find of any sort resulted from the clearing 
of the western wing, except the small fragment of a Chinese document (D. ix. i). This was 
found on the floor of the central apartment, which, covered by sand to a depth of about 5 feet, 
seemed alone to have remained undisturbed. Luckily the legible portion of the fragment, 
evidently the heading of a document, has proved to mention a date, ‘ the sixth year of [the 
period] Cheng-ylian ' corresponding to 790 A. D. '•, the latest date found in the Chinese records 
of the site. 


SEcno.s VI.— RECORDS FROM THE HU-RUO CONVENT 

If the structures around D. v failed to fulfil the hopes raised by the finds in the latter 
ruin, the loss was compensated by the unexpectedly rich harvest of interesting relics yielded 
by the small isolated group consisting of the cella D. vi and the dwelling D. vn. Situated 
about half a mile to the south-east of my camp and within .[.o feet of each other, the two 
little buildings were well protected under the slope of a small dune stretching in the approximate 
direction of north to south. Tiie cella D. vi (see Plan XXVI), which was correctly orientated, Celia D.vi. 
measured inside 10 ft. 8 in. from north to south, with a width of 9 ft. .|. in. Outside its four sides 
ran a passage 4 feet wide, its enclosing walls, like those of tlte cella, built of the usual timber 
framework and plaster with a thickness of 6 inches. The entrance to both passage and cella 
lay from the north. Inside the cella, and towards its south wall, rose an oblong base of plaster 
measuring 3 ft. 3 in. by 2 ft. 8 in., and 9 inches high. Of the statue -which once occupied it no 
remains could be found. 

Notwithstanding the deep cover of sand, about 6 feet above the original flooring, the cella Presco 
walls were found standing only to a height of 3^ to 3 feet, a fact clearly indicating that they Qf 
had been exposed previously to long-continued erosion. Yet what remained of the walls retained 
its original fresco decoration. Inside the cella each wall-face, with the exception of the one 
containing the entrance, was occupied by three large painted figures, of which, however, the 
extant wall portion showed only the feet standing on lotus cushions and the lower part of the 
drapery. Plate IV reproduces the greater part of the south \vall, where the triangular spaces 
left between the aureoles around the principal figures were filled by smaller representations of 
Buddhas in dark red robes seated in the ‘ Dhyanamudra ’ attitude. Below the lotus cushion 
bearing the central figure a boldly-moulded pedestal is shown, resembling in its structural 
arrangement that actually found within the larger cella of D. n. A tank with floating lotuses 


STEIM 


” Sec M. Chavannes' iranslation, App. .^■1., Plate CXVI. 
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and swimming geese is painted around the pedestal, while at the foot of the latter appear the 
small figures of two worshippers. On the R. proper is seen a male figure in the act of offering 
lotus-flowers ; his flowing garments seem to have a Chinese cut, while his hair is dressed in 
a fashion distinctly resembling that shown by certain of the Yotkan figurines. On the L. proper 
a female figure appears kneeling and with hands folded. Her gown is shown brown with a 
brocade pattern, while a wide mantle of dark green colour hangs from the shoulders. The 
design of the painted plinth which runs round the foot of the walls, and in front of which 
these figures, as well as a small group of male worshippers to the right, are shown, can still 
be made out in the photograph. 

The walls of the passage were also covered with frescoes, but all these had suffered badly. 
Plate IV shows the decoration of the inner wall-face in the south passage with rows of small 
seated Buddha figures, each 6 inches high. Here, too, as in other mural paintings of this kind, 
only the colours of the dress, vesica, and nimbus varied in regular succession. On the outer 
wall of the west passage traces of the lotus pedestal of a large painted figure could be made 
out near the centre, flanked on either side by rows of small seated Buddhas, Below two of 
these in the lowest row on the left an inscription of eight cursive Brahml characters, about 
half an inch high and painted in black, survived, but owing to its position- close to the floor 
I could take only an eye copy of it. Judging from this the legend would appear to have run 
as follows ; va di ra rmi (?) ga{gu ?) na ja ? ja. There had been a long legend also below 
a similar row of small figures on the right, but this had been almost completely effaced by a crack 
in the plaster, and only the first two characters remained legible, dvl pi, agreeing with those at 
the commencement of the inscription below the fresco image, D. ii. o8 (see Plate LVIII). 

In front of the cella pedestal were found two painted panels, evidently as originally de- 
posited, but the colours had faded or peeled off in numerous places. The larger panel (D. vi. 3), 
reproduced in Plate LXVII without its colours, 27 inches long, with a width of nearly 5 inches, 
shows ten figures, perhaps Bodhisattvas, seated on a lotus or Padmasana. The arrangement and 
colouring of the figures, with their aureoles, &c., resemble those of the mural decoration pre- 
viously described, but each figure is shown here wearing a yellow hat of Tibetan shape. The 
other panel (D. vi. 4), measuring 13^ by 8 inches, and painted on both sides, shows in each 
six Buddha figures seated in the ‘ Dhyanamudra ’ attitude and arranged in three vertical rows. 
For a detailed description I must refer to the list. The fragmentary relief (D. vi. 5 ; see 
Plate LVI) in hard gypsum (plaster of Paris), and originally coloured, was found near the floor 
of the cella near the north-east corner, and must be supposed to have fallen there from some 
stucco decoration on the upper portion of the wall. It represents the head of a female figure, 
evidently a GandharvI, judging from its resemblance to the corresponding figures from the relief 
decoration of shrines D, i and D. xii, as seen in Plate LVI. 

The first among the manuscript finds consisted of the left-hand fragment of a leaf (D. vi. i) 
written in upright Gupta characters of the seventh or eighth century, which turned up in the 
south-west corner of the cella. It is numbered 70, and is shown by Dr. Hoernle’s note iv. to 
have belonged to a long, narrow PothI containing a Buddhist canonical work in Sanskrit. In 
the same place was recovered the small fragment (D. vi. 2) of a document in cursive Brahinl 
bearino- traces of a Chinese monogram signature. The third was a narrow strip of paper 
(D. vit 6) containing part of a document written in cursive Brahml and the Eastern Iranian 
language. This was found in tlie form of a small roll lying on the floor of the north passage. 

At a distance of only 40 feet to the north of the latter a small dwelling-house (D. vii) 
could be made out under the sand by its posts rising well above the slope of the dune. In 
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the eastern room (see Plate XXVI), which w'as cleared first, nothing was found but a small fireplace dwelling 
built of plaster against the southern wall. But the contents of the larger room adjoining it 
westwards, and measuring iS by 12*- feet, proved all the more interesting. In the sand which 
filled it to a height of about 5 feet, there appeared first in the middle of the east wall the 
remains of a well designed fireplace, 3 ft. S in. broad, surmounted by bold plaster mouldings. 

By its side, to\\'ards the south-east corner, there was first found, lying in the loose sand about 

I foot above the iloor, the small painted panel D, vii. i, and immediately below it the Chinese 
document D. vii. a, neatly folded up into a roll about 1 1 inches long, which opened up easily 
into a completely preserved sheet (sec Plate CXV). Lower down, and sticking to the mud flooring, 
there lay two small packets, D. vii. 3 and D. vii. 4, of Chinese papers, each consisting of 
several folded-up rolls, mostly fragmentary. Nearer to the south wall of d\e corner and several 
inches above the floor the two well-painted panels D. vii. 5 and D. vii. 6 were discovered in 
excellent preservation. Finally, about 4 feet to the west of the fireplace and near to the floor, 
there was found the almost complete document D. vii. 7 (see Plate CXVI), also folded into a roll, 

I I inches long, the specially interesting contents of which we shall have occasion to discuss 
presently. Owing to the complete decay of the greater part of the walls facing west and south 
it was impossible to determine where the entrance to this room lay. But the height of the 
posts still rising above the better protected east wall plainly showed that there had once been 
another stor}' above it. A small structure built of rush-walls against the north wall of the house 
(see plan) may have served as a store-room. 

The annotated translations which M. Chavannes has given in Appendix A of all the Condiiionof 
Chinese documents found in D. vu make it easy to realize that, petty as are the affairs with ^Q^uments 
which they deal, their value for the determination of antiquarian questions directly concerning discovered, 
the site is very considerable. Owing to the damp that must once have reached them dirough 
the mud floor, all the small rolls of folded paper comprised in the packets marked D. vii. 3 
and D. vii. 4 have suffered considerably. Some documents, of which only small fragments 
could be recovered, may have been partially broken up either before they reached the place 
where they were found, or before a sufficient cover of sand had accumulated to protect them. 

The folded condition in which they were discovered, with the damage caused by the partial 
peeling off" of die outer folds, is illustrated by Plate CXV, which shows die document D. vii. 4. a 
both before and after the unfolding. In view of these circumstances it is particularly fortunate 
that the two documents D. vii. 2 and D. vii. 7, having been entirely embedded in sand and 
well above the floor, have survived almost wholly intact. Apart from their intrinsic interest they 
help to settle all doubts as to the character and origin of the rest. The position in which these 
tivo documents were discovered suggests diat they might have fallen into the sand, which had 
already commenced to fill the room, from some higher receptacle on the walls or possibly through 
some fissure in the flooring of the upper story. 

D. vir. 2, written on a sheet of thin yellowish paper measuring about 15! by inches Dated 
(see Plate CXV), is a formal bond dated in the 3rd year Chien-chung (a.d. 782) for a sum of 
one thousand pieces of money, i.e. ‘cash', which Ma Ling-chih, a soldier, has borrowed from 
Ch'ien-ying, a monk of the Hu-kuo temple, at a rate of interest no less than ten per cent, per 
mensem, pledging for this loan all his movable property. We find the identical monk named 
as the creditor in another bond, D. vir. 4. a (Plate CXV), dated in the same year \ which relates 

‘ In. D, VII. 2 the year 782 a.d. is correctly indicated as years 766-779. Similar datings in periods already elapsed 
the 3rd year Chien<hung ; in D. vir. 4. a, however, as the are frequent in these documents ; see M. Chavannes’ notes 

17th year Ta-li, though the latter period comprised only the on D. v. 6, D. vii. 3. d, MS. C. Perhaps we may take this 
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to the loan of a certain quantity of corn for the fixed period of nine months to Ho Hsin-yiieh, an 
official. No rate of interest is specified in this case, and we are thus left in doubt as to the 
particular manner in which the pious money-lender — for as such we may safely recognize 
Ch ien-ying had assured his profit on the transaction. The formal pledge of the borrower’s 
property we find here repeated. At the end of both bonds are mentioned, besides tlie names 
and ages of the borrowers, those of two of their near female relatives (mother and sister, wife 
and daughter), who are evidently sureties. Near the end we find, not the ‘ finger impressions ’ 
of the contracting parties which the text names, but ink marks which, perhaps, served the same 
purpose. 

Among the fragmentary documents found in the packets D. vii. 3 and D. vii. 4 there are 
no less than six which, by the recurrence of the identical formulas or by other indications of 
the contents, have been recognized by M. Chavannes as bonds relating to loans. The dates, 
so far as preserved in three of them, belong either to the periods immediately following or the 
one preceding the Chien-chung period (780-783 a.d.), and thus fall quite close to the year 782 a.d. 
of the previously-quoted documents Seeing that some of these fragmentary bonds (D. vii. 4. b, 
4. e) were found in the identical packet with the record D. vii. 4. a, distinctly naming Ch'ien-ying 
as the lender, while the rest (D. vii. 3, a, b, c, d) were comprised in one packet lying within 
less than a foot of it, it appears probable that these papers, too, relate to money-lending trans- 
actions of the same monk or possibly some equally businesslike brethren from the Hu-kuo 
convent. 

This conclusion seems the more justified as every one of the remaining four Chinese 
documents from D. vii contains distinct evidence of having issued from, or having been addressed 
to, members of a Buddhist monastic establishment. By far the most interesting piece is 
D. VII. 7 (see Plate CXVI), complete but for a small lacuna, containing an order from the three 
chief dignitaries of the Hti-kuo temple to certain of their dependants, among them apparently 
the monk Ta-yen, ‘ in supervising charge of the outlying [property'].’ The order is dated on 
the 27th day of the eighth month, without indication of the year, and directs in somewhat 
peremptory language that on its receipt at Yang-lhig the servants of the temple should all be 
employed for three days in cutting the grass, while one man only should be left to look after 
the irrigation of the fields. The order is signed in different hands by the three monks holding 
the offices of chief Karmadana, Sthavira, and Viharasvamin of the temple or Vihara. It is far 
more likely that an order of this kind would be retained at the place to which it was addressed 
than at the one from which it was sent. It is further difficult to suppose that the little shrine 
(D. vi) could have boasted of such an array of monastic dignitaries as signed the order, and 
thus everything points to the conclusion that D. vii, the find-place of the document, was in 
reality the modest residence of the monkish caretakers who looked after the outlying landed 
property of the Hu-kuo temple in this neighbourhood. That a small shrine like D, vi should 
be attached to their residence scarcely needs explanation. If this assumption is right Yang-liug 
would have to be taken as the name of the particular village or hamlet where the lands were 
situated, while the designation of Li-hsieh previously discussed applied to the whole tract. 

The name of Hu-kuo does not occur in the remaining three documents, which are mere 
detached fragments, but in each of them we meet with the mention of Buddhist mouk.s. 


as an indication of the time needed for changes in the official 
chronological reckoning to get known and applied in so dis- 
tant a territory as YU-t'ien. 

’ D. VII. 3. d (see Plate CXVI) is dated in the 8th year 


Chien-chung (w* 3rd year ChGng-yUan), 787 .v.n.; D. yii. 
3. c dates from the ChCng-yU.m {Kriod, 783-804 (indication 
of year missing) : D. vii. 3. a (sec Plate CXVI) from the 
Ta-li period, 766-779 lost). 
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D. Yir. 4. d, dated in the year 7S9, mentions quite a number of them (Ying-ch‘ing, Hsllan-ying, 
I-fa, Shan-i, Fa-yu). Another list of monks, with the names P'u-?, Pao-ming, Fa-chin, Tao-ch‘ao, 
still preserved, was contained in D. vii. 4. f, while the third fragment, D. vii. 4. c, of uncertain 
purport, furnishes the name of the monk Ta-p'i, who figures in another fragmentary Chinese 
record (D. vm. i) from a small shrine still to be mentioned, with the title of Wd-na or 
Karmadana. 

We have no means whatever for locating the Hu-kuo Vihfira, whose relation to the last 
dwellers of this modest structure the documents just discussed have so curiously revealed to 
us. The Chinese designation {Hu-kuo, literally ‘country-protecting’) and the Chinese names of 
the monastic dignitaries, as well as of the monks specified, leave little doubt as to the nationality 
of that religious establishment. But that tlic population among which Ch'ien-ying and his 
brethren lived was not Chinese seems plainly indicated by the inscriptions in cursive Brahmi 
which we have already referred to in describing D. vr, as well as by the finds of cursive Brahmi 
documents in the same place. 

The very pettiness of the affairs recorded in these Chinese papers increases their value from 
a chronological point of view. Unimportant in character and insignificant in appearance, it is 
highly improbable that these records of the private transactions of a few monks and of the 
casual orders, &c., sent to them by their convent should date back to a period preceding by 
any great lengdi of time the final abandonment of the building. We have seen that all the 
papers from this ruin which can be dated with accuracy belong to the years 782-7S9 a.d. 
Taking into account that the first Chinese document found in the ruined house D. v under 
exactly similar conditions, bc.irs the date of 7S1, and that the fragment discovered in D. ix, 
the only other dated Chinese paper from the site, was written in 790 a. d., we are almost forced 
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to the conclusion that the settlement to which these dwelling-hotises and shrines belonged was 


deserted between the last-named date and the close of the eighth century of our era. In each 
case the papers were discovered on the original floor or quite close to it, which proves that 
drift-sand must have entered the rooms very soon after these petty records had been scattered 
about there. For light and flimsy as they arc, the little paper rolls could not have resisted 
very long the force of the storms which pass over the country each successive spring and 
summer. 

It is a fortunate circumstance that such unmistakable chronological evidence has been Painted 
obtained in the very same structure which furnished us with the best preserved specimens of 
contemporary painting from this site and, perhaps, also the most interesting. I have already 
described the position in which the three painted panels of wood I refer to were found in the 
loose sand near the south-east corner of the main room of D. vii. Direct evidence in the case 
of two panels allows us to infer that these pictures had once been fixed high up on the wall, 
from which they dropped when the little dwelling was gradually being filled with sand. The 
panel D. vii. 5 still retains on its plain reverse the remains of dowels in several places showing 
how it had been affi.xed, while the ‘ TakhtI ’-shaped tablet D. vii. i has a hole drilled through 
its handle by means of which it could be nailed to the wall. Perhaps it was due to this 
manner of fixing that this particular panel lay considerably higher above the floor than the 
rest. The third panel, D. vii. 6, which turned up quite close to D. vii. 5, and which being 
painted on both sides could not have been attached in the same manner, may have been made 
to stand upright on a small shelf by means of a socket or otherwise. These observations account 
for the excellent preservation of the wood of all these panels, and for the remarkably good 
condition of the colours in the case of two of them. The fact of these panels having been found 
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in a dwelling-house and not a shrine is, of course, explained by the fact of the dwellers having 
been snonks. ^ 

1 he panel D. vii. 5, of which Plate LIX shows a successful reproduction in colours reduced 
to a two-thirds scale, tnay be mentioned here first, as it illustrates a legend which representa- 
tions found in the shrines D. n and D. have rendered familiar*. The panel, which has a 
rectangular shape, with pointed arched top, is 15 inches high and nearly 7 inches broad. It 
shows two figures, both mounted, one above the other. The upper figure is seen riding on 
a high-stepping horse and holding in his right hand a patera towards which a bird, more dis- 
tinctly showji in D, x. 5 as a wild duck, is swooping down in full flight. The rider, whose 
handsome youthful face shows an interesting combination of Indian and Chinese features, wears 
his long black hair tied in a loose knot at the crown, while a yellow band passes round the 
head holding in front a large eHij)tical jewel. Besides the long pink tunic, the rider wears 
a narrow light scarf which, descending apparently from the back of die head, is curled round 
both upper arms, w’hile its ends float behind, indicating rapid movement*. The feet are cased 
in high black boots with felt soles, very much like those still worn by men of means in Chinese 
Turkestan, and are placed in stirrups. From the girdle hangs a long sword, nearly straight, 
of a pattern that appears early in Persia and other Muhammadan countries of the East. The 
horse, which is well drawn even to its legs and hoofs, by its colour — white with large spots of 
black — curiously recalls the appearance of the piebald * Yarkandi ’ liorse which until recent times 
was much fancied by natives of Northern India. Over a large ‘Numdah* or felt cloth it 
carries a deep and narrow saddle and shows elaborate trappings, for a description of which 
I may refer to Mr. Andrews’ detailed notes in tlie list of objects. We could scarcely have 
wished for a more accurate picture of that ‘horse millinery’ which in the eighth century evi- 
dently flourished throughout Eastern Turkestan quite as much as it does nowadays. 

No less interesting is the representation of the second figure below, riding a two-humped 
camel, shown in full movement and with striking fidelity to nature. The rider wears over his 
short curly hair (partly deleted) a curious sugar-loaf hat, with its broad brim turned up into 
‘Vandyke’ points, like that of the riding figure seen in D. 5 (comp, Plate LXII), Marks 
on the hat indicate some spotted fur as its material. The long and loose-fitting green garment 
worn by the rider is gathered below the knee into the wide tops of red boots or mocassins 
without soles, closely resembling the ‘Charuks’ now used throughout the whole of Eastern 
Turkestan, particularly in the winter months. While the left hand is guiding the camel by 
a nose-cord, the right, in the same pose as that of the rider above, raises a shell-shaped cup. 
The elaborate fittings of the saddle, and tlie stirrups, shoav that the animal bestridden by this 
personage is meant for a riding camel, rarely used now in this region, but distinctly referred 
to by a version of Sung YUn’s notice of Khotan®. Some freely-drawn outlines visible behind 
the camel’s legs are meant to indicate hilly ground or else high ridges of sand, where, indeed, 
the camel would be far more In its place. The nimbus painted round the head of each of the 
riders plainly shows tlieir holy character, and the identity of their attitude leaves no doubt as 
to their connexion with what was evidently a popular local legend. But to the nature of this 

legend I have not been able to trace any clue. ^ ^ 

The panel D. vir, 6, painted on both sides and measuring laf by 8 inches, is seen m 


’ Sec above, pp. 348, -aCt. 

‘ The fixing of this scarf, corresponding to the u/Zarifa 
of Indian Buddhist iconography, at the back of the head is 
more clearly- indicated in the figures of panels D. vir. i, 6 


(see Plates LX, LXI, LX VI), 

® Corap. R^musat, Fr/Zr di Kholan, p. aa ; also above, 

p, 170, note 3a, 
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Plates LX and LX I as it now appears after having been carefully cleaned at the British Museum 
by the artistic hands of Mr. R. F. Fry from a thin but closely adhering crust of fine sand. 

It presents several points of exceptional interest. The excellent preservation of the colours 
enables us to appreciate the pictorial merit of the work; the sacred figures represented on 
obverse and reverse possess particular interest for the student of Northern Buddhist iconography, 
as relatively early and approximately datable specimens of pictorial types which hitherto have been 
known only from textual descriptions or else later representations, mainly of Tibetan origin. 

Finally, the blending of Indian and Western influences in the art of old Khotan is illustrated 
by the different styles which a comparison of the obverse and reverse reveals even on cursory 
inspection. In the former we see a three-faced and four-armed divinity seated cross-legged on 
a cushion which is supported by two couchant bulls. The flesh of the divinity is shown dark blue 
throughout, excepting in the two side heads, of which the one on the R. proper, coloured 
white, bears an effeminate look, w-hile the one opposite is dark yellow with the expression of 
a demon. The rich diadem of the main head, with its side ornament resembling a half-moon, 
the third eye on the forehead, the tiger-skin forming the dholl or loincloth, and finally the 
bulls shown as Vahanas are all so many emblems recalling the Brahmanic 6iva. 

It is these which seem to justify our identification of the figure with one of the many IiJcmi/ica- 
forms of Avalokite^vara. The close connexion which exists in the iconography of Indian 
Buddhism between this Bodhisattva and the foremost god of the Brahmanic trinity has long /igured on 
ago been pointed out®. The attributes held in the four hands, among which the Vajra, shell ol^verse. 
{iaiikhd], and wheel {cakrd) can clearly be recognized, and, perhaps, also the drum {damaru), 
may yet help to an exact determination of the particular form of tlie Bodhisattva intended. 

All of them, as well as the blue colour, the rich ornaments of the body, and other peculiarities 
already mentioned, can be traced in tlic detailed descriptions of various Avalokite^vara forms 
which M. Fouchcr has recently made accessible from certain Sadhana texts But neither 
among the forms for which the essential descriptive details are excerpted there, nor among those 
represented in the series of old miniatures which form the subject of M. Foucher’s masterly 
study in the first part of his Iconographic iouddfiique, is there any combination of all the 
characteristic features of our picture. Nor can this be surprising in view of the almost infinite 
multiplication of forms which mydiological fancy within Indian Buddhism from an early period 
created for this and other chief Bodhisattvas. 

There is nothing in the picture of the obverse that does not directly presuppose the re- Bodhisauv.r 
production of Indian models. The contrast offered by tlie figure painted on the reverse is 
hence all the more striking. Were it not for nimbus and vesica, and in particular the four 
arms with the emblems in some of them, it would be difficult to believe that we have here 
before us the representation of a Buddhist divinity. So completely does a quasi-secular treat- 
ment in essentially Persian style prevail in the figure and its accessories. We see the 
Bodhisattva — for as such we must evidently accept this sumptuously dressed sacred personage 
— seated cross-legged on an elaborately embroidered cushion. The head, with distinctly Persian 
features, shows long black hair falling down to the shoulders and a. thick short beard. It is 
surmounted by a curious yellow head-dress, which resembles a Persian tiara with a double point 
falling over in spirals. Over a close-fitting yellow undergarment decorated with large flowers 
the figure wears a tight coat of equally rich material in dark green. From a narrow belt 


* See Foucher, Iconographi'c louddhique de tlnde, i. 
pp. 172 sqq. ; ii. p. 39; GrUnwedel, Mylhologie des Buddh., 

p. 132- 


' For an Avalokitesvara of blue colour, see Foucher, 
Iconographie bouddhique, ii. p. 38; for the tiger-skin, the 
half-moon, drum, Vajra, ibid., pp. 30, 32, 34, 38. 
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round the waist is slung a short, broad sword in an ornamented sheath. The most, curious 
part, however, of the attire are the high blade boots exactly resembling Hessians, which reach 
to the knee, and are picked out in ornamental yellow lines suggesting inlaid leather-work or 
stitching in gold-thread. The scarf-like Uttarlya, which descends from the back of the head 
and is curled round both arms, is the only part of the dress that the figure shares with other 
representations of sacred personages in these panels. The left proper front hand holds the 
Vajra, while the rear one raises a spearhead; on the right proper the front hand rests on 
the thigh, the one behind holding a deleted object, possibly a flower. 

For the identification of this strangely attired divinity, the Vajra or mystic thunderbolt 
seems to afford the only clue. It is the characteristic emblem of no less than three divinities, 
the Dhyani-Bodhisattvas, Vajrapani, and Vajrasattva, as well as of the primordial Buddha 
Vajradhara®. With none of the representations that I can trace of these at present does our 
figure fully agree; but seeing that it shows neither the green colour prescribed for Vajrapani, 
nor the blue one of Vajradhara, the conjecture may be hazarded that it is perhaps meant for 
a form of Vajrasattva. This Bodhisattva is ordinarily represented white, with the Vajra in 
one hand, and the other resting on the hip and holding the ghanta or belH. The latter is 
certainly absent in our picture, yet the general pose bears some resemblance to that of the 
Vajrasattva seen in the miniatures which M. Foucher has published. 

The real interest of the painting lies, however, not in the eventual identification of the figure, 
but in the application of a design of essentially Persian style to a subject of Buddhist mythology. 
The immediate juxtaposition of this design to the wholly Indian one shown by the obverse of 
the same panel necessarily increases this interest. There is nothing to suggest that the two 
sides of the panel were painted by different hands, however different in origin were the models 
which the artist in each case followed. The representation of a Buddhist divinity . in forms 
derived from a non-Indian art has in itself nothing surprising, since rve see the identical process 
illustrated to the largest possible extent as far as classical art is concerned in the Graeco-Buddhist 
sculptures of Gandhara. But of the influence of Persian art under which Buddhist iconography 
may have come in those extensive parts of Eastern Iran where Buddhism found a home and 
flourished, we know as yet practically nothing. Is it possible that this curious little painting 
reflects features of a ‘ Perso-Buddhist’ art such as might have developed in Balkh, that city of 
many splendid Viharas, and elsewhere within ancient Ariana ? 

I have left to the last the mention of the panel D. vir. r, the first discovered, because though 
remarkable, as Mr. Andrews observes, for its good drawing, free execution, and good composition, 
it has suffered far more than the other panels of this ruin in its colours, and hence cannot be 
properly judged from the reproduction (Plate LXVI) The figure is undoubtedly that of a 
Bodhisattva, seated on a low throne, and holding in the left proper hand a bud-shaped lotus 
over a long, gracefully curving stem, while the right raises a patera in front of the breast. The 
upper part of the body appears to be dressed in a black garment, while from behind the head 
descends the scarf-like Uttariya curling round the upper arms in the fashion previously noted. 
The flesh is coloured pink. The shape of the lotus seems to suggest the Utpala or blue lotus; 
and as the latter is the characteristic emblem of Mahju^rl, who usually appears to hold it in 
his left hand and in the pose here represented, I am inclined to believe tliat this Bodhisattva 


* Compare Foucher, Iconographk iouddhique, i. pp. In the plate the number of colours reproduced had to 

rai sqq.; GrQnwedel, Myihologk, pp. 98, 141. be limited to those absolutely needed for the indication oJ 

* See Foucher, Iconographk bouddhique, i, p. 123, Plate the main features. 
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is intended But it must be pointed out that, among the attributes mentioned in the descriptions 
of Manju^rl forms accessible to me, the cup here seen in the right hand does not figure. On the 
other hand, we can well reconcile the natural pink colour of the flesh with the saffron colour 
which certain of the Sadhana texts indicate for Manju^rD^. I have already had occasion to 
state that this panel was found fully one foot above the floor, and the good preservation of 
the wood also shows that the damage suffered by the colours cannot be due to moisture. This 
makes me think that possibly the partial disappearance of the coloured surface may be the 
. result of long exposure to which the panel was perhaps subjected, while the nail passed through 
the hole of its handle kept it fixed to the wall of the deserted dwelling, as above suggested. 


Section VII.— OTHER RUINS OF DANDAN-UILIQ AND GENERAL 

OBSERVATIONS ON SITE 

The remaining ruins explored by me at Dandan-Uiliq can be dealt with more briefly. Central 
They consist of what I may call the central group of remains immediately to the south of 
my camp, and of certain isolated structures elsewhere. To the former belonged D. i, the much’ 
decayed small cella, the debris heaps of which were examined by me immediately after my 
arrival, and which has already been described \ D. viir, a small structure situated about 30 yards 
to the north-east of it, proved to contain a single room measuring 17 by 12 ft. inside. Though 
covered by some 6 ft. of sand, the room on excavation yielded nothing but the fragment of 
a paper document in cursive Brahml (D. viii. 2), measuring about 6 by 4 inches, which turned 
up close to the floor in the north corner. Some ddbris of plaster and completely decayed 
timber which lay half-covered by sand close to the north-east wall of D. viii, probably originated 
from earlier burrowings of ‘ treasure-seekers On clearing it, a small and brittle piece of crumpled 
paper was found containing the fragmentary Chinese document D. viii. i (see Plate CXVI). 

M. Chavannes’ translation shows that it probably formed part of a letter written by, or addressed 
to, the resident monk of a Buddhist shrined It derives interest from the mention made of 
the monk Ta-pH, whom we have already met in the document D. vii. 4. c, and who is here 
designated by the title of Wei-na or Karmadana of a monastic establishment. The reference 
to the contract about a female servant given as security suggests that this communication, too, 
may have been connected with business arising from some loan or contract. 

At a distance of about 85 yards to the north-east of D. viii were the much-decayed remains Dwelling 
of a large dwelling (D. xiii on plan), measuring about 60 feet from east to west. According to 
Turdi’s statement a find of silver equivalent to about Rs. 200 had been made here in the time 
of Niaz Hakim Beg, and he, as well as others of his profession, had since tried their luck at 
this ruin by burrowing into the walls or floor of exposed rooms in the hope of further finds. 

This information was corroborated by the completely exposed and eroded state of what seemed 
to have once formed the north flight of rooms in the building. The rooms to the south, being 
apparently built on a lower level, had preserved their walls better, and were filled with sand 
from 5 to 7 feet in height. I had the central one, measuring about 22 by 18 feet inside, cleared, 

** Comp. Foucher, Iconographie bouddhique, i. pp. 115, “ See Foucher, Iconographie houddhique, ii. pp. 40 sq., 

iig, Plate VI. 3, 4; ji. pp. 40 sqq. The Utpala belongs 45, 47. 
also to Vajrapani, but in his case the essential Vajra would * See above, pp. 243 sqq. 

be expected. * See Appendix A. 
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round the waist is slung a short, broad sword in an ornamented sheath. The most curious 
part, however, of the attire are the high blade boots exactly resembling Hessians, which reach 
to the knee, and are picked out in ornamental yellow lines suggesting inlaid leather-work or 
stitching in gold-thread. The scarf-like Uttariya, which descends from the back of the head 
and is curled round both arms, is the only part of the dress that the figure shares with other 
representations of sacred personages in these panels. The left proper front hand holds the 
Vajra, while the rear one raises a spearhead; on the right proper the front hand rests on 
the thigh, the one behind holding a deleted object, possibly a flower. 

For the identification of this strangely attired divinity, the Vajra or mystic thunderbolt 
seems to afford the only clue. It is die characteristic emblem of no less than three divinities, 
the Dhyani-Bodhisattvas, Vajrapani, and Vajrasattva, as well as of the primordial Buddha 
Vajradhara With none of the representations that I can trace of these at present does our 
figure fully agree; but seeing that it shows neither the green colour prescribed for Vajrapani, 
nor the blue one of Vajradhara, the conjecture may be hazarded that it is perhaps meant for 
a form of Vajrasattva, This Bodhisattva is ordinarily represented white, with the Vajra in 
one hand, and the other resting on the hip and holding the ghanl& or bell®. The latter is 
certainly absent in our picture, yet the general pose bears some resemblance to that of the 
Vajrasattva seen in the miniatures which M. Foucher has published. 

The real interest of the painting lies, however, not in the eventual identification of the figure, 
but in the application of a design of essentially Persian style to a subject of Buddhist mythology. 
The immediate juxtaposition of this design to the wholly Indian one shown by the obverse of 
the same panel necessarily increases this interest. There is nothing to suggest that the two 
sides of the panel were painted by different hands, however different in origin were the models 
which the artist in each case followed. The representation of a Buddhist divinity in forms 
derived from a non- Indian art has in itself nothing surprising, since we see the identical process 
illustrated to the largest possible extent as far as classical art is concerned in the Graeco-Buddhist 
sculptures of Gandhara. But of the influence of Persian art under which Buddhist iconography 
may have come in those extensive parts of Eastern Iran where Buddhism found a home and 
flourished, we know as yet practically nothing. Is it possible that this curious little painting 
reflects features of a ‘ Perso- Buddhist’ art such as might have developed in Baikh, that city of 
many splendid Viharas, and elsewhere within ancient Ariana ? 

I have left to the last the mention of the panel D. vir. i, the first discovered, because though 
remarkable, as Mr. Andrews observes, for its good drawing, free execution, and good composition, 
it has suffered far more than the other panels of this ruin in its colours, and hence cannot be 
properly judged from the reproduction (Plate LXVI)®®. The figure is undoubtedly that of a 
Bodhisattva, seated on a low throne, and holding in the left proper hand a bud-shaped lotus 
over a long, gracefully curving stem, while the right raises a patera in front of the breast. The 
upper part of the body appears to be dressed in a black garment, while from behind the head 
descends the scarf-like Uttariya curling round the upper arms in the fashion previously noted. 
The flesh is coloured pink. The shape of the lotus seems to suggest the C/H^a/a or blue lotus; 
and as the latter is the characteristic emblem of Manjuki, who usually appears to hold it in 
his left hand and in the pose here represented, I am inclined to believe tliat this Bodhisattva 

« Compare Foucher, IcomgrapkU imddhtque, i. pp. “ In the plate the number of colours reproduced had to 

lai sqq.; Granwedel, MyihologU, pp. 98, 141. be limited to those absolutely needed for the indication ol 

’ See Foucher, Iconograpliie bauddhiqut, i. p. 123, Plate the main features. 
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is intended But it must be pointed out tliat, amonj; the attributes mentioned in tlie descriptions 
of Mahju^rl forms accessible to me, the cup here seen in the right hand does not figure. On the 
other hand, we can well reconcile the natural pink colour of the flesh with the safiron colour 
which certain of the Sadhana texts indicate for Manju^rl^. I have already had occasion to 
state that this panel was found fully one foot above the floor, and the good preservation of 
die wood also shows Uiat the damage suflered by the colours cannot be due to moisture. This 
makes me think that possibly die partial disappearance of the coloured surface may be the 
result of long exposure to which die panel was perhaps subjected, while the nail passed through 
the hole of its handle kept it fixed to the wall of the deserted dwelling, as above suggested. 


Sectio.n VII.— other ruins OF DANDAN-UILIQ AND GENERAL 

OBSERVATIONS ON SITE 

The remaining ruins explored by me at Dandan-Uiliq can be dealt with more briefly. Central 
They consist of what I may call the central group of remains immediately to the soudi of 
my camp, and of certain isolated structures elsewhere. To die former belonged D. r, the much- 
decayed small cclla, die debris heaps of which were e.xaniined by me immediately after my 
arrival, and which has already been described’. D. vm, a small structure situated about 30 yards 
to die north-east of it, proved to contain a single room measuring 17 by 12 ft inside. Though 
covered by some 6 ft, of sand, the room on excavation yielded nothing but die fragment of 
a paper document in cursive Brrihmi (D. vm. 2), measuring about 6 by .}. inches, which turned 
up close to die floor in the nordi corner. Some debris of plaster and completely decayed 
timber which lay half-covered by sand close to the nortli-east wall of D. viii, probably originated 
from earlier burrowings of ‘ treasure-seekers’. On clearing it, a small and brittle piece of crumpled 
paper was found containing the fragmentary Chinese document D. vm, i (see Plate CXVI). 

M. Chavannes’ translation shows that it probably formed part of a letter written by, or addressed 
to, the resident monk of a Buddhist shrine-. It derives interest from the mention made of 
the monk Ta-p'i, whom we have already met in the document D. vii. 4. c, and who is here 
designated by the title of IVci-na or Karmadana of a monastic establisliment. The reference 
to the contract about a female servant given as security suggests that this communication, too, 
may have been connected with business arising from some loan or contract. 

At a distance of about 85 yards to the north-east of D. vm were the much-decayed remains Dwelling 
of a large dwelling (D. xm on plan), measuring about 60 feet from east to west. According to 
Turdi’s statement a find of silver equivalent to about Rs, 200 had been made here in the time 
of Niaz Hakim Beg, and he, as well as others of his profession, had since tried their luck at 
this ruin by burrowing into the walls or floor of exposed rooms in the hope of further finds. 

This information was corroborated by the completely exposed and eroded state of what seemed 
to have once formed the north flight of rooms in the building. The rooms to the south, being 
apparently built on a lower level, had preserved their walls better, and were filled with sand 
from 5 to 7 feet in height. I had the central one, measuring about 22 by 18 feet inside, cleared, 

“ Comp. Foucher, Icoitographie bottddhiquc, i. pp, 115, See Fouclicr, Iconographte bouddhiqut, ii. pp. .fo sq., 

rig, Plate VI. 3, 4; ii. pp. 40 sqq. The Ulpala belongs 45, 47. 
also to Vajrapani, but in his case the essential Vajra would ’ Sec above, pp. 243 sqq. 

be e.xpected, ’ Sec Appendix A. 
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but convinced myself by the absence of any movable objects except a plain wooden cornice, as 
well as by other indications, that it had been ransacked long ago. On this account I did not 
consider it useful to extend the labour to a large apartment eastwards traceable below the 
sand. I had subsequently reason to regret this omission, for it was probably from among the 
rubbish which treasure-seekers may have thrown outside on occasion of previous diggings that 
the curious relics were obtained which some of my labourers brought to me after I had proceeded 
to Rawak The room cleared was provided with a large fireplace, but had no door, from which 
I concluded that it was entered from an upper floor and served as a basement, perhaps for use 
during winter. 

The numerous remains of ancient trees, bleached and splintered, in the neighbourhood of 
this ruin may have belonged to the orchard or garden once surrounding the dwelling. Among 
the trunks still rising above the sand my labourers were able to distinguish apple and apricot, 
as well as the ‘Jigda‘ angicstifolia), with the wood of which all Khotan cultivators 

are familiar from their own homesteads. A little to the west of the ruin remains of a fence 
made of rushes indicated an ancient enclosure such as could be traced also near the building 
D. v, and such as I subsequently noticed often near the ruined dwellings of the Niya Site. 
By scraping the sand-covered bank of a small depression formed through wind-erosion near the 
edge of the area which this fence appeared to have enclosed, Turdi laid bare a closely- 
compressed mass of straw, evidently once deposited in the corner of a fenced courtyard. The 
straw, though darkened and, of course, completely dried by the long centuries that had passed 
since its burial under tlie drift-sand, was in a remarkably well-preserved condition, so much so 
that Turdi looked upon it at first as a providential means for saving the pony which he had 
been ill-advised enough to bring to the site without my knowledge. The poor famished animal 
at the beginning swallowed ravenously this most ‘desiccated’ fodder stuff, without, of course, 
being saved thereby from die end related in my Personal Narrative ■*. 

The arrival of Ram Singh, who on December 24 had safely joined me (as previously 
arranged) from the side of the Keriya river, after completing the survey of the high snowy 
range between Karanghu-tagh and Polu, enabled me to leave, for short periods, the actual 
excavation work under his supervision, and to reconnoitre, under Turdi’s guidance, the outlying 
portions of the ruined site. It was in the course of these excursions that I acquired reasonable 
assurance that, apart from the detached ruins to be noticed, there were no remains of any size 
recognizable below the drift-sand. The small ruin D. xvi, nearly one mile to the south of 
my camp, and at the southern edge of the area over which pottery debris could be traced, proved 
to be the remains of a little cella nine feet square, destroyed to within a foot of the ground. 
Nothing but a shapeless mass of plaster in the centre, probably the last trace of a statue base, 
was found by clearing it. Proceeding to the north-east of my camp, all traces of old occupation, 
such as pottery debris and remains of trees, ceased within half a mile, the dunes rising here 
to 15 feet and more. Crossing the western offshoot of the ‘Dawan’ marked on the plan, I came 
upon what looked like the remains of a circular mud wall cropping out in five or six places betAveen 
the closely packed dunes. No exact survey could be made, owing to the height of the latter; 
but from the measurements taken by me it appeared that the circular space enclosed by the 
walls had an approximate diameter of 260 feet. The walls, which could be traced only in the 
form of low mounds with horizontal layers of rushes between the stamped loess, seemed to have 
had a width of about 35 feet at their base. Owing to the conditions of the sand, excavation 


’ See below, pp. 306 sqq. 


* See Ruins of Khotan, pp. 304 sqq. 
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was quite beyond the limits of available labour and time; and I might have remained. in doubt 
as to the real character of the scanty remains, had I not subsequently become acquainted with 
the circumvallations of the ancient forts at Endcre and Ak-sipil exactly resembling this in shape 
and construction. Beyond tlie north-cast segment of wall a small bit of ground left clear of 
sand showed fragments of much-decayed timber, with some broken pottery and little heaps 
of burned cardi of a red colour. Elsewhere near this ruin the strips of exposed ground, which 
became more extensive and frequent towards the west in the direction of the previously mentioned 
well, showed no pottery debris. I conclude from this that tlic small circular fort — to such I now 
think it safe to attribute the remains I could trace — was situated beyond the closely inhabited 
area of tlie settlement. 

Also when I proceeded subsequently to the small ruin about 2" miles due north of my camp Ruin 
which I had noticed on my first arrival, the intervening ground, where bare of sand, showed 
no pottery dtibris beyond the limits approximately marked on the plan. The clearing effected 
by my labourers first laid bare here the remains of a small cella (D. .xvii), lo feet square. The 
walls had completely decayed on the south and cast, wliile on the other sides, too, only about 
a foot and a half of them had been left standing. Debris of frescoed stucco lying within showed 
that treasure-seekers had been at work here, probably not very long before my visit. Turdi 
declared tliat he had noticed the little ruin for the first time on his recent prospecting trip, 
and tliat he had then secured here the small piece of inscribed fresco, D. T. 017 (see Plate LVIII). 

I could not ascertain its exact position, but as it shows what looks like the front part of the 
L. foot of a figure standing over a floral design, it may well have come from the low portion 
of wall still standing. Dr. Hocrnle’s reading of the inscription, in cursive Brahml and in the 
Eastern Iranian language, will be found in the list below. About 80 yards to the north-east 
the foundation beams of a single-roomed small structure could be made out in die ground, the 
walls above having completely disappeared, and a little to the south-west of this a heap of 
rough posts and brushwood with layers of dung seemed to indicate the position of a sheep-pen. 

Having now completed the description of the ruins explored by me, and of the antiquarian Date of 
finds they yielded, I may briefly indicate the conclusions which the observations above recorded 
seem to justify as to the history of the site. Whedicr our interest in the latter is purely 
archaeological, or of a more general kind connected AS’ith the geography and cultural past of 
the whole region, the chronological question as to the date of the ruins and the abandonment 
of the site must claim our attention first Fortunately the finds of the dated Chinese documents 
discussed above, together with the collateral evidence of the coins, enable us to answer this 
question with full assurance. We have seen tliat those documents dating from the years 781- Evidence 
790 A. D., by their very character and the conditions in which they were found, prove the closing of coins, 
years of the eighth century as the period when the ancient settlement was abandoned by its 
last inhabitants. In entire accord is the evidence of the Chinese copper coins, of which altogedier 
seventeen were picked up at the site either by myself or my men. Leaving aside those which are too 
effaced for identification, we have among them si.x coins clearly bearing the legend of the K'ai-yilan 
period (713-742 a. d.), two of the Ch'ien-yiian period (758-760 a. d.), while six are without legend 
and of the type which was current under both the Han dynasties, and probably for some centuries 
later 

In the present state of our knowledge it is not to be expected that the manuscript finds Other chro- 

in Brahml script and the manifold art remains should yield chronological indications of equal pojpg'ca* 

° *■ indications. 

‘ For reproductions of specimens of these coins, see Plate LXXXIX, 23, 23, 27 and Appendix D. 
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but convinced myself by the absence of any movable objects except a plain wooden cornice, as 
well as by other indications, that it had been ransacked long ago. On this account I did not 
consider it useful to extend the labour to a large apartment eastwards traceable below the 
sand. I had subsequently reason to regret this omission, for it was probably from among the 
rubbish which treasure-seekers may have thrown outside on occasion of previous diggings that 
the curious relics were obtained which some of my labourers brought to me after I had proceeded 
to Rawak 3 . The room cleared was provided with a large fireplace, but had no door, from which 
I concluded that it was entered from an upper floor and served as a basement, perhaps for use 
during winter. 

The numerous remains of ancient trees, bleached and splintered, in the neighbourhood of 
this ruin may have belonged to the orchard or garden once surrounding the dwelling. Among 
the trunks still rising above the sand my labourers were able to distinguish apple and apricot, 
as well as the ‘Jigda’ (Eleagnus angustifolid), with the wood of which all Khotan cultivators 
are familiar from their own homesteads. A little to the west of the ruin remains of a fence 
made of rushes indicated an ancient enclosure such as could be traced also near the building 
D. V, and such as I subsequently noticed often near the ruined dwellings of the Niya Site, 
By scraping the sand-covered bank of a small depression formed through wind-erosion near the 
edge of the area which this fence appeared to have enclosed, Turdi laid bare a closely- 
compressed mass of straw, evidently once deposited in the corner of a fenced courtyard. The 
straw, though darkened and, of course, completely dried by the long centuries that had passed 
since its burial under the drift-sand, was in a remarkably well-preserved condition, so much so 
that Turdi looked upon it at first as a providential means for saving the pony which he had 
been ill-advised enough to bring to the site without my knowledge. The poor famished animal 
at the beginning swallowed ravenously this most ‘ desiccated ’ fodder stuff, without, of course, 
being saved thereby from the end related in my Personal Narrative ^ 

The arrival of Ram Singh, who on December 24 had safely joined me (as previously 
arranged) from the side of the Keriya river, after completing the survey of the high snowy 
range between Karanghu-tagh and Polu, enabled me to leave, for short periods, the actual 
excavation work under his supervision, and to reconnoitre, under Turdi’s guidance, the outlying 
portions of the ruined site. It was in the course of these excursions that I acquired reasonable 
assurance that, apart from the detached ruins to be noticed, there were no remains of any size 
recognizable below the drift-sand. The small ruin D. xvi, nearly one mile to the south of 
my camp, and at the southern edge of the area over which pottery d(Jbris could be traced, proved 
to be the remains of a little cella nine feet square, destroyed to within a foot of the ground. 
Nothing but a shapeless mass of plaster in the centre, probably the last trace of a statue base, 
was found by clearing it. Proceeding to the north-east of my camp, all traces of old occupation, 
such as pottery ddbris and remains of trees, ceased within half a mile, the dunes rising here 
to 15 feet and more. Crossing the western offshoot of the ‘Dawan’ marked on the plan, I came 
upon what looked like the remains of a circular mud wall cropping out in five or six places bebveen 
the closely packed dunes. No exact survey could be made, owing to the height of the latter ; 
but from the measurements taken by me it appeared that the circular space enclosed by the 
walls had an approximate diameter of 260 feet. The walls, which could be traced only in the 
form of low mounds with horizontal layers of rushes between the stamped loess, seemed to have 
had a width of about 35 feet at their base. Owing to the conditions of the sand, excavation 


’ See below, pp. 306 sqq. 


* See Ruins of Khclan, pp. 304 sqq. 
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Avas quite beyond the limits of available labour and time ; and I might have remained in doubt 
as to the real character of the scanty remains, had I not subsequently become acquainted with 
the circumvallations of the ancient forts at Endcrc and Ak-sipil exactly resembling this in shape 
and construction. Beyond the nortli-cast segment of wall a small bit of ground left clear of 
sand showed fragments of much-decayed timber, with some broken pottery and little heaps 
of burned earth of a red colour. Elsewhere near this ruin the strips of exposed ground, which 
became more extensive and frequent towards the west in the direction of the previously mentioned 
well, showed no pottery debris. I conclude from this that the small circular fort — to such I now 
think it safe to attribute the remains I could trace — was situated beyond the closely inhabited 
area of die settlement. 

Also when I proceeded subsequently to the small ruin about 23 miles due north of my camp Ruin 
which I had noticed on my first arrival, the intervening ground, where bare of sand, showed 
no pottery debris beyond the limits approximately marked on the plan. The clearing effected 
by my labourers first laid bare here the remains of a small cclla (D. -xvii), 10 feet square. The 
walls had completely decayed on the south and east, while on the other sides, too, only about 
a foot and a half of them had been left standing. Dibris of frescoed stucco lying within showed 
that treasure-seekers had been at work here, probably not very long before my visit. Turdi 
declared that he had noticed the little ruin for the first time on his recent prospecting trip, 
and that he had then secured here the small piece of inscribed fresco, D. T. 017 (see Plate LVIII). 

I could not ascertain its exact position, but as it shows what looks like the front part of the 
L. foot of a figure standing over a floral design, it may well have come from the low portion 
of wall still standing. Dr. Hoernle’s reading of the inscription, in cursive Brahml and in the 
Eastern Iranian language, will be found in the list below. About 80 yards to the north-east 
the foundation beams of a single-roomed small structure could be made out in tire ground, the 
walls above having completely disappeared, and a little to the south-west of this a heap of 
rough posts and brushwood with layers of dung seemed to indicate the position of a sheep-pen. 

Having now completed the description of the ruins explored by me, and of the antiquarian Date of 
finds they yielded, I may briefly indicate the conclusions which the observations above recorded 
seem to justify as to the history of the site. Whether our interest in the latter is purely 
archaeological, or of a more general kind connected with the geography and cultural past of 
the whole region, the chronological question as to the date of the ruins and the abandonment 
of the site must claim our attention first Fortunately the finds of the dated Chinese documents 
discussed above, together with the collateral evidence of the coins, enable us to answer this 
question with full assurance. We have seen that those documents dating from the years 781- Evidence 
790 .v, D., by their very character and the conditions in which they were found, prove the closing 
years of the eighth century as the period when the ancient settlement was abandoned by its 
last inhabitants. In entire accord is the evidence of the Chinese copper coins, of which altogedier 
seventeen were picked up at the site either by myself or my men. Leaving aside those which are too 
effaced for identification, we have among them six coins clearly bearing the legend of die K'ai-yllan 
period (713-742 A. d.), two of the Ch'ien-yUan period (758-760 a.d.), while six are without legend 
and of the type which was current under both the Han dynasties, and probably for some centuries 
later*. 

In the present state of our knowledge it is not to be e.xpected that the manuscript finds Other chro 

m Brahml script and the manifold art remains should yield chronological indications of equal "olofi'cal 

‘ indications. 

‘ For reproductions of specimens of these coins, sec Plate LXXXIX, 23, 25, 27 and Appcndi.'t D, 
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clearness. But here, too, it may be safely asserted that there is no object that would suggest 
for its origin a date later than the eighth century. Nor is there, with the possible exception 
of some fragmentary Pothls, any among them which is likely to prove of an appreciably earlier 
period than the last decades preceding the abandonment. In the case of the wall paintings, 
the stucco images, and other objects of worship found in the small shrines, the perishable nature 
of the materials precludes the idea that they were already of considerable age previous to their 
burial under the drift-sand, while for the documents in Brahmi script everything, as we have seen, 
suggests an origin contemporary with the Chinese records. 

The value of the latter, however, is not limited to supplying us with a firm chronolorical 
basis. They also establish the interesting fact that Chinese administrative control and a Chinese 
garrison within the Khotan region was a reality down to the end of the eighth century. 
M. Chavannes, in his concluding remarks on the Chinese records from Dandan-Uiliq, has called 
attention to the remarkable agreement which the dates of these documents present with what 
the historians of the Tang period tell us of the end of Chinese sovereignty over the ‘Four 
Garrisons’. The historical synopsis given in a previous chapter has already acquainted us 
with the fact that it was the year 791 which saw the final abandonment of the whole of 
Eastern Turkestan to Tibetan invasion, after a long period of isolation and struggle®. Thus 
our Dandan-Uiliq records, closing with the year 790, represent, as M. Chavannes has justly pointed 
out, the last trace of Chinese political influence under the T'angs in that great region b 

But may we not, apart from this general historical interest, attribute to these relics of Chinese 
occupation a further specific significance for the history of the site The letter which the 
Chinese commandant of Li-hsieh addressed to the king of Khotan in 768 a. d. (Document A) 
has shown us in most authentic form that already at that time the settlement to which Dandan- 
Uiliq belonged had lost a part of its population, which had retired to the main oasis owing to 
depredations of bandits®. Seeing how seriously local insecurity had affected the settlement 
in the immediately preceding period, it seems difficult not to connect its final abandonment 
after 790 a. d. with the great political upheaval of the years next following. The collapse of 
Chinese authority and the successful Tibetan invasion must have meant for Khotan a period 
of exceptional trouble ; for Tibetan power is, from all that we know, likely to have asserted 
Itself mainly in unchecked raids of large marauding bands, such as had already devastated 
extensive parts of Western China. In a previous chapter I have endeavoured to show that 
the constant struggle with the drift-sand of the desert, which the outlying parts of every oasis 
on the edge of the Taklamakan have to carry on, cannot be maintained successfully except 
with an effectively supervised system of irrigation and an adequate population. Both conditions 
are likely to fail during prolonged periods of political trouble, and in no part of the cultivated 
area are the effects of such failure bound to appear so surely and rapidly as in isolated colonies, 
like Dandan-Uiliq. 

For those who are familiar with tracts like the greatest part of the Western Punjab, 
where cultivation is wholly dependent upon an elaborate system of canal irrigation, it needs 
no great effort of imagination to realize the effects of prolonged political troubles and insecurity 
on the cultivated area. As soon as the want of a firm central authority or a diminution in the 
available supply of labour stopped the effective working of the canals the reduced water-supply 
would force the cultivators to retire from all outlying lands however fertile by nature. Then 


‘ See above, pp. 63 sqq. 
’ See Appendix A. 


* See above, p. 366. 
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the colonies, which in our own clays we have seen springing up with such astonishing rapidity 
within the areas reached by great irrigation works like the Chinab and Jhelum canals, would 
lapse within an equally short time into the arid uninhabited waste from which they had emerged. 

But apart from the effect which political conditions must thus have upon cultivation in Eflect of 
the Khotan region, there are, no doubt, physical changes, too, which gravely threaten it and 
represent a far more permanent danger. The question of the character and extent of these 
changes concerns the’ geographer rather than the archaeologist. Yet it is plain that we must 
touch on it here, if only in order to explain why the site, which was once capable of sup- 
porting a flourishing settlement, was never occupied again after its first abandonment. That 
the main dancrer to the maintenance of cultivation does not lie in. the advance of the drift- 

O 

sand itself, but in the reduction or failure of the water-supply needed to cope with it, must 
be clear from what has already been said. Therefore before we attempt to form any opinion 
about tlie physical changes which caused tliis ancient settlement to be definitely absorbed in 
the desert, it is essential that we should realize wliat the source and conditions of its water- 
supply were. 

The preliminary question thus raised presents at the first glance far greater difficulties at Source of 
Dandan-Uiliq than at any other of the ancient sites I examined. Whether they were ‘Tatis’ 
near existing oases, like those between Guma and Pialma and on the outskirts of the Khotan Uiliq. 
oasis, or marked ancient terminal oases since completely abandoned, like the Niya River Site 
and probably Endere, no doubt ever arises as to the source from which they received irrigation. 

In each case we find the river or stream, which alone could have supplied it, unmistakably 
indicated by existing hydrographic conditions. In the case of Dandan-Uiliq we are confronted 
by a series of possibilities, and only a far more exact survey of the whole desert region around 
than could be attempted by me, including a series of levellings, will enable us to decide the 
question conclusively. If we merely look at the map the position of Dandan-Uiliq about half- 
way between the Yurung-kash and Keriya rivers suggests the possibility of water having been 
brought to the site by canals taking off from either. Again, the map shows us that Dandan- 
Uiliq lies exactly in the natural line of drainage for the rivers of Chira, Gulakhma, and 
Domoko, which now lose themselves in the desert due north of these closely adjoining oases. 

Archaeological evidence, so far as I could gather it at the site, does not help us here. Ancient 
Though there were little inequalities of the ground at several places left bare of sand, which ''■ligation 
looked like possible remains of small embankments for irrigation cuts, it was only in one place, 
to die north of D. vii (see Plate XXIV}, that the trace of such a channel, about 2 feet broad, 
could be definitely followed for a short distance between the dunes. Its apparent direction was 
from SSE. to NNW., but seeing the smallness of the channel and the shortness of the distance 
(less than 200 yards) over which its traces could be picked up, it is manifestly impossible to 
base upon this any safe conclusion as to the direction and origin of the main canal from which 
it was fed. 


As already indicated in my Preliminary Report, a series of subsequent observations about Irrigation 
the gradual receding of cultivation near Chira, Gulakhma, and Domoko incline me to the 
opinion that Dandan-Uiliq had received its water by an extension of the canals which down Gulakhma 


to a much later date irrigated the area now abandoned to the desert north of the above-named oases, 
oases. The debris-covered site of Uzun-Tati which I surveyed there, and which I think can 
safely be identified with the Pi-mo of HsUan-tsang and Marco Polo’s Peiii, is proved by un- 
questionable evidence to have been occupied for at least five centuries longer than Dandan- 
Uiliq. It lies fully twelve miles, if not more, beyond the northern edge of the Chira oasis; 
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clearness. But here, too, it may be safely asserted that there is no object that would sugaest 
for its origin a date later than the eighth century. Nor is there, with the possible exception 
of some fragmentary Pothls, any among them which is likely to prove of an appreciably earlier 
period than the last decades preceding the abandonment. In the case of the wall paintinf^s 
the stucco images, and other objects of worship found in the small shrines, the perishable nature 
of the materials precludes the idea that they were already of considerable age previous to their 
burial under the drift-sand, while for the documents in Brahml script everything, as we have seen, 
suggests an origin contemporary with the Chinese records. 

The value of the latter, however, is not limited to supplying us with a firm chronological 
basis. They also establish the interesting fact that Chinese administrative control and a Chinese 
garrison within the Khotan region was a reality down to the end of the eighth century. 
M. Chavannes, in his concluding remarks on the Chinese records from Dandan-Uiliq, has called 
attention to the remarkable agreement which the dates of these documents present with what 
the historians of the Tang period tell us of the end of Chinese sovereignty over the 'Four 
Garrisons’. The historical synopsis given in a previous chapter has already acquainted us 
with the fact that it was the year 791 which saw the final abandonment of the whole of 
Eastern Turkestan to Tibetan invasion, after a long period of isolation and struggle®. Thus 
our Dandan-Uiliq records, closing with the year 790, represent, as M, Chavannes has justly pointed 
out, the last trace of Chinese political influence under the T'angs in that great region ■*. 

But may we not, apart from this general historical interest, attribute to these relics of Chinese 
occupation a further specific significance for the history of the site ? The letter which the 
Chinese commandant of Li-Iisieh addressed to the king of Khotan in 768 a. d. (Document A) 
has shown us in most authentic form that already at that time the settlement to which Dandan- 
Uiliq belonged had lost a part of its population, which had retired to the main oasis owing to 
depredations of bandits Seeing how seriously local insecurity had affected the settlement 
in the immediately preceding period, it seems difficult not to connect its final abandonment 
after 790 a. d. with the great political upheaval of the years next following. The collapse of 
Chinese authority and the successful Tibetan invasion must have meant for Khotan a period 
of exceptional trouble; for Tibetan power is, from all that we know, likely to have asserted 
itself mainly in unchecked raids of large marauding bands, such as had already devastated 
extensive parts of Western China. In a previous chapter I have endeavoured to show that 
the constant struggle with tlie drift-sand of the desert, which the outlying parts of every oasis 
on the edge of the Taklamakan have to carry on, cannot be maintained successfully except 
w'itli an effectively supervised system of irrigation and an adequate population. Both conditions 
are likely to fail during prolonged periods of political trouble, and in no part of the cultivated 
area are the effects of such failure bound to appear so surely and rapidly as in isolated colonies 
like Dandan-Uiliq. 

For those who are familiar with tracts like the greatest part of the Western Punjab, 
where cultivation is wholly dependent upon an elaborate system of canal irrigation, it needs 
no great effort of imagination to realize the effects of prolonged political troubles and insecurity 
on the cultivated area. As soon as the want of a firm central authority or a diminution in the 
available supply of labour stopped the effective working of the canals the reduced water-.supply 
would force die cultivators to retire from all outlying lands however fertile by nature. Then 


* See above, pp. 63 sqq. 
’ See AppenUls A. 


* Sec above, p. 366. 
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the colonies, which in our own days we have seen springing up with such astonishing rapidity 
within the areas reached by great irrigation works like the Chinab and Jhelum canals, would 
lapse within an equally short time into the arid uninhabited waste from which they had emerged. 

But apart from the effect which political conditions must thus have upon cultivation in Effect of 
the Khotan region, there are, no doubt, physical changes, too, which gravely threaten it and 
represent a far more permanent danger. The question of the character and extent of these 
changes concerns the' geographer rather than the archaeologist. Yet it is plain that we must 
touch on it here, if only in order to explain why the site, which was once capable of sup- 
porting a flourishing settlement, was never occupied again after its first abandonment. That 
the main danger to the maintenance of cultivation does not lie in the advance of the drift- 
sand itself, but in the reduction or failure of the water-supply needed to cope with it, must 
be clear from what has already been said. Therefore before we attempt to form any opinion 
about the physical changes which caused this ancient settlement to be definitely absorbed in 
the desert, it is essential that we should realize wliat the source and conditions of its water- 
supply were. 

The preliminary question thus raised presents at the first glance far greater difficulties at Source of 
Dandan-Uiliq than at any other of the ancient sites I examined. Whether they were ‘ Tatis ’ 
near existing oases, like those between Goma and Pialma and on the outskirts of the Khotan uiliq. 
oasis, or marked ancient terminal oases since completely abandoned, like the Niya River Site 
and probably Endere, no doubt ever arises as to the source from which they received irrigation. 

In each case we find the river or stream, which alone could have supplied it, unmistakably 
indicated by existing hydrographic conditions. In the case of Dandan-Uiliq we are confronted 
by a series of possibilities, and only a far more exact survey of the whole desert region around 
than could be attempted by me, including a series of levellings, will enable us to decide the 
question conclusively. If we merely look at the map the position of Dandan-Uiliq about half- 
way between the Yurung-kash and Kerl3'a rivers suggests the possibility of water having been 
brought to the site by canals taking off from either. Again, the map shows us that Dandan- 
Uiliq lies exactly in the natural line of drainage for the rivers of Chira, Gulakhma, and 
Domoko, which now lose themselves in the desert due north of these closely adjoining oases. 

Archaeological evidence, so far as I could gather it at the site, does not help us here. Ancient 
Though there were little inequalities of the ground at several places left bare of sand, which 
looked like possible remains of small embankments for irrigation cuts, it was only in one place, 
to the north of D. vn (see Plate XXIV), that the trace of such a channel, about 2 feet broad, 
could be definitely followed for a short distance between the dunes. Its apparent direction was 
from SSE. to NNW,, but seeing the smallness of the channel and the shortness of the distance 
(less than 200 yards) over which its traces could be picked up, it is manifestly impossible to 
base upon this any safe conclusion as to the direction and origin of the main canal from which 
it was fed. 

As already indicated In my Preliminary Report, a series of subsequent observations about Irrigation 
the gradual receding of cultivation near Chira, Gulakhma, and Domoko incline me to the 
opinion that Dandan-Uiliq had received its water by an extension of the canals which down Gulakhma 
to a much later date irrigated the area now abandoned to the desert north of the above-named oases, 
oases. The debris-covered site of Uzun-Tati which I surveyed there, and which I think can 
safely be identified with the Pi-mo of Hsiian-tsang and Marco Polo’s Pein, is proved by un- 
questionable evidence to have been occupied for at least five centuries longer than Dandan- 
Uiliq. It lies fully twelve miles, if not more, beyond the northern edge of the Chira oasis; 
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yet I found wild poplars still vigorously growing about the site, and the aspect of the desert 
beyond suggested that during the summer floods the water of the Chira river must reach, either 
in small open channels or as subsoil water percolating close to the surface, much further 
northward. Dandan-Uiliq lies about 36 miles beyond Uzun-Tati, but I do not think this 
distance alone would have prevented effective irrigation, seeing that both the Chira river and 
those now watering Gulakhma and Domoko come down from a snowy range rising to over 
21,000 feet. Being all glacier-fed they must carry a volume of water which, if properly caught 
and united, would, perhaps, even now suffice to penetrate the desert to the latitude of Dandan- 
Uiliq. That south of the latter and at no very great distance stretches of ground still receive 
surface moisture at times was plainly indicated by Turdi’s statement, who, when endeavouring 
to procure fodder for his starving pony, had come within half a day’s march, say 6-8 niiles, 
upon depressions with Kumush grass. I much regretted at the time that regard for the heavily- 
laden camels, and for the men who had suffered from a month of privations in the wintry 
desert, did not allow me to attempt the long march due southwards on leaving the site; for 
I have little doubt that the observations to be gathered in that direction would materially aid 
in deciding the question just discussed. 

In the absence of detailed surveys and levellings even an e.vpert in irrigation engineering 
might well hesitate to e.xpress an opinion as to the possibility of bringing a canal to Dandan- 
Uiliq from either the Yurung-kash or the Keriya rivers as they exist at present. Still less 
could we hazard an opinion in regard to earlier periods, when the conditions of the rivers, 
the desert sand, the climate, &c., may have differed materially. Yet so much may be safely 
asserted that, given river courses approximately the same as they are now, the distance over 
which any canal taking off from them would have had to be carried could not have been less 
than the distance between Uzun-Tati and Dandan-Uiliq. 

The settlement of the question at issue would be greatly simplified if it were possible to 
accept the assumption put forth by Dr. Sven Hedin according to which the Keriya Darya 
flowed in old times in the immediate vicinity of the ruined site*. This assumption of the 
distinguished explorer was, so far as the record of the scientific results of his journey enables 
me to judge, based solely on the ‘traces of old riverine terraces (Uferterrassen)’ which he 
thought to have recognized quite close to the ruins, and on the observation of a present ten- 
dency in the Keriya Darya to shift its course eastwards. The careful survey I was able to 
make of the whole site renders it certain that by the ‘ traces of old riverine terraces ’ can only 
be meant the shallow depression previously referred to, extending along the eastern groups of 
ruins in the general direction from SSE. to NNVV. In regard to this depression I have 
already had occasion to adduce evidence showing that it is manifestly due to wind erosion^*. 
Numerous similar depressions, bordered by sharply-marked loess terraces and also showing the 
same general direction, were crossed on the route between the Yurung-kash and Keriya Darya 
in positions where their frequent recurrence excludes the possibility of a riverine origin 

I do not think it necessary to examine in detail whether the tendency of an eastward shifting 
of the Keriya Darya can be shown to be of old date, since there is a plain topographical fact 


“ See Heisen in Z.-A., p- 37 - 
See above, p. 242. 

“ Dr. Hedin himself, with his unfailing eye for all topo- 
graphical detail, has duly noticed these regularly recurring 
terraces on the marches west of Dandan-Uiliq ; see Reisen in 
Z.-A., p. 36. He has there, however, also correctly stated 


the reasons which make a riverine origin of these terraces 
distinctly improbable. The true e.vplanation of these de- 
pressions and bordering terraces has since been furnished 
by Prof, de Cholnoky’s observations on wind-cut trenches as 
recurring topographical features; see above, p. 242, note i. 
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yet I found wild poplars still vigorously growing about the site, and the' 
beyond suggested that during the summer floods the water of the Chira riv 
in small open channels or as subsoil water percolating close to the su 
northward. Dandan-Uiliq lies about 36 miles beyond Uzun-Tati, but I 
distance alone would have prevented effective irrigation, seeing that both 
those now watering Gulakhma and Domoko come down from a snowy r 
21,000 feet. Being all glacier-fed they must carry a volume of water whic 
and united, would, perhaps, even now suffice to penetrate the desert to the 
Uiliq. That south of the latter and at no very great distance stretches of 
surface moisture at times was plainly indicated by Turdi’s statement, who, 
to procure fodder for his starving pony, had come within half a day’s m 
upon depressions with Kumush grass. I much regretted at the time that re 
laden camels, and for the men Avho had suffered from a month of priva 
desert, did not allow me to attempt the long march due southwards on k 
I have little doubt that the observations to be gathered in that direction a 
in deciding the question just discussed. 

In the absence of detailed surveys and levellings even an expert in ir 
might well hesitate to express an opinion as to the possibility of bringing 
Uiliq from either the Yurung-kash or the Keriya rivers as they exist at 
could Ave hazard an opinion in regard to earlier periods, when the condil 
the desert sand, the climate, &c., may have differed materially. Yet so 
asserted that, given river courses approximately the same as they are no 
Avhich any canal taking off from them would have had to be carried could 
than the distance betAveen Uzun-Tati and Dandan-Uiliq. 

The settlement of the question at issue would be greatly simplified if 
accept the assumption put forth by Dr. Sven Hedin according to which 
flowed in old times in the Immediate vicinity of the ruined site ®. This 
distinguished explorer was, so far as the record of the scientific results of 
me to judge, based solely on the ‘traces of old riverine terraces (Uferte 
thought to have recognized quite close to the ruins, and on the observatio 
dency in the Keriya Darya to shift its course eastwards. The careful sur 
make of the whole site renders it certain that by the ‘ traces of old riverine 
be meant the shalloAv depression previously referred to, extending along the 
ruins in the general direction from SSE. to NNW. In regard to this 
already had occasion to adduce evidence shoAving that it is manifestly due 
Numerous similar depressions, bordered by sharply-marked loess terraces an 
same general direction, were crossed on the route betAveen the Yurung-kash 
in positions where their frequent recurrence excludes the possibility of a riv 

I do not think it necessary to examine in detail whether the tendency of 
of the Keriya Darya can be shoAvn to be of old date, since there is a plai 


‘ See Keisen in Z.-A., p. 37 - 
See above, p. 242. 

“ Dr. Hedin himself, with his unfailing eye for all topo- 
graphical detail, has duly noticed these regularly recurring 
terraces on the marches west of Dandan-Uiliq; see Reisen in 
Z.-A., p. 36. He has there, however, also correctly stated 


the reasons which make a riverine 
distinctly improbable. The true e 
pressions and bordering terraces h 
by Prof, de Cholnoky’s observations 
recurring topographical features ; se 
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which appears to cncIikIc the possibility of tlio Keriya river liaviiig ever in liistorical times flowed 
in the immediate vicinity of the site : I mean the relatively high level of tlie latter. The 
hypsometrical heights ascertained by me show that the ancient grotmd-lcvel of the Dandrm-Uili<i 
site in the immediate vicinity of the depression referred to lies 200 feet higher than the bank 
of the Keriya Darya at Kochhar-Oghil, where the river is nearest. The approximate accuracy 
of this estimated dilTerencc of level tnay the more be relied upon since it agrees e.xactly with 
the ditTcrence shown in TV. lledin’s mup‘-. Now it seems to me exceedingly difilcult to believe 
that the Kcrijei river shonld until eleven htmdrcd years ago- geologically speaking a mere 
yesterday— have at this i>oint followed a course ftilly 200 feet higher than the one which it 
follows now, am! which lies in the direct line of its <lrainage. With nothing but soft loess or 
drift-sand to resist its course after the debouchure from the mountains the river must have found 
its bed within the dep'rossed area where it now tlows long before any historical period. Within 
this dcpre.ssion it may shift its bed to the west or east as long as its waters keep to the lowest 
level, but only engineering works on a large scale could ever force its whole volume to the high 
ground of Dand.in-Uilbi 

From the levels recorded by Dr. Iledin and myself, it is clear that the ruins of Daiulan- 
Uiliq with the lands once surrounding them are :.ittiated on a band of high ground which 
fonns the watershed between the Vurung-k.Lsh and Keriya rivers, ami this fact has undoubtedly 
its antiquarian interest. Most unlikely as the line of a river-course, this is just the ground which 
the makers of att irrigation canal would for preference follow, as any properly contoured canal 
map of the Punjab or .simil.irly irrigated area would show at .1 glance. By kee[)ing to the line 
of highest level, a canal not only ct)!nmamls the maximum .ire.i of land capable of irrigation, 
but is also more easily protected against breaches by natund dminage cltannels .ind similar 
disturbing intluences. 

In view of the facts just set forth, it is impos:-ibIe to acce[Jt the theory of a great shift of 
the Keriya Darya as an explanation why the site of I)and.in'Uili(i wa:; deserted and has remained 
unoccupied ever since. The immediate c.mse of the abandonment at tlie close of the eighth 
century is indicated with sufllcieiit clearness by the antiipiarinn evidence already .specified ; but 
there remains still the (iuestion as to the physical causes which have helped to render that 
abandonment permanent. The question seems to me closely connected with a far larger one, 
that of the dasiccation which is assumed to liavc gr.ulually been proceeding over large portions 
of Central Asia within historical periods. The consideration of this problem with special regard 
to the Khotan region is ,1 task for wliich properly cstablislied .archaeological data may he most 
helpful, but which itself can be dealt with only on a geographical b.isis, am! it mu.st therefore 
remain outside the scope of this work. The case of Dambin-Uiliq would prove of particular 
interest in connexion with this problem if conclusive topogmphical evidence were to confirm 
the view' which I have set forth above, and whicli ap[jears to me by far the most probable, 
viz, that a canal fed by one or several of the streams now irrigating the oases of Chira, Gul.akhma. 


While my hyysoiiitlfic.il hcijlils for Dandrut-Uilici 
.and Kochkar-Ogliil .are (.290 and ^,090 fcci, rc'-pcc lively. 
Dr. Htdin’s map sho’.vj the cicva'.ion? of *,3*9 -inil 1,058 
metres for his camps in practically the faniu position:,-, Tlie 
corresponding figures in feet arc (approx.) .(,327 and .(,127, 
respectively, giving the identical difference of 200 feet. 

We shall sec bclo-a-, in discussing the site of Kar.i-dong, 
that £0 far as antiquarian evidence goc.s, these shifts of the 
Keriya river bed seem ivithin liistorical times to have been 


relatively very moderate. Tlie ruins of K.ira-dong, ihougli 
proLubly considerably older tlian U.ind.'m-Uiliti. arc yet only 
a little over five miles removed from a bcil whitli siill feccivc.s 
vv.uer at llooil times, 1 lie atea between the ruins and this 
bed shows plcniiful remains of ilead forest, while thcic strips 
of it/ei (dead forest), alw.ays marking old river-beds, arc 
completely absent beta ecu D-ituUn-Uiliq .and the Keriya 
D.m-a, a tlisiancc of .about twenty-eight miles. 
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and Domoko, once brought water to the lands of the old settlement. The deserted site of 
Uzun-Tati, which certainly was occupied down to the thirteenth century, and perhaps even 
later, furnishes unmistakable proof that the cultivated area dependent on these streams has 
receded considerably during the last six centuries. 

That the process, whatever its cause, has been continuing in this area down to quite recent 
times, is shown by the observations which I had occasion to make near the oases of Gulakhma 
and Domoko, and which will be found fully detailed in a subsequent chapter There tlie 
homesteads and cultivation of certain villages have, owing to the difficulty of carrying the 
irrigation water sufficiently far, shifted, within the memory of living men, as much as 6 to 8 
miles further to the south. The immediate cause which led to the abandonment of Dandan-Uiliq 
cannot, for historical and topographical reasons, be supposed to have been identical. Yet it is 
certain that the crumbling ruins of homesteads which I saw at these deserted village sites of 
Gulakhma and Domoko, stripped of all materials that could be of use, and the miles of once 
cultivated ground which the drift-sand of the desert is now slowly overrunning, but on Avhich 
the lines of empty canals, the little terraces embanked for irrigation, the poplar-lined roads, 
&c., can still be made out, are the best illustration of the process by which the habitations and 
lands of old Li-hsieh became finally merged in the desert. 


Section VIII.— LIST OF OBJECTS EXCAVATED OR FOUND 

AT DANDAN-UILIQ 


OBJECTS FROM RUINED SHRINE D. i. 


D. 1. 2, Stucco relief fragment. White chunam, coloured. 
Replica D. r, 94, Portion of vesica and figure to level of 
L. p. elbow. Hair black, robe and outer ray blue, inner 
portion of vesica red. 3" high, wide. 

D. I. 7. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. White 
chunam, coloured pink, green, and grey (?). Portion of 
lotus-petal border of aureole. Cf. D. n. 24. Length 
width 1 1 ". Hard, scored at back, fragment of grass 
adhering. 

D. L 8. Stucco relief fragment; ornament; Replica 
D. I. 7 ; coloured pink, blue, and black {?). yi" x r^". 

D. I. 10. Stucco relief fragment. Grey chunam, 
coloured. Traces of pink and blue. Border of aureole 
(vesica ?) similar to that of D. i. 42. Within this border, 
on field, portion of an inner border consisting of jewels 
composed of a centre, ovoid cartouche, round which two 
fillets, and a row of beads. Size of complete jewel about 
21". See Plate LVII. 

D. I. II. Stucco relief fragment; standing Buddha. 
Feet missing; fitted with head, D.,T. 06. Grey chunam, 
no colour. Long red robe, green undergarment, open 
low at neck. R. p. hand raised to centre of breast, palm 
outwards. L. p. arm depending straight at side holding 


lightly loose end of robe. Cast bears evidence of having 
been worked upon with modelling fool. Height sT> 
width ag". 

D. 1. 14. Stucco relief fragment; two top joints of 
finger, life-size. Red clay, with traces of whitewash. 
Filbert shape nail, trimmed short below tip of finger. Cf. 
E. I. 4. Friable. 


D. I. 18. Stucco relief fragment; head, female (Gan- 
dharvi). Pink chunam, traces of black or dark colour. 
Hair divided over temples and flowing backwards and 
outwards behind ears, also gathered in high loose knob on 
top of bead and tied with narrow band. Ears elongated. 
Nimbus. L. p. hand raised to level of hair knob, knuckles 
touching nimbus, grasping end of rosary-like garland, of 
which two beads remain. Replica D. i. 89. Height i|", 
width si". 


D. I. 24. Stucco relief fragment; standing Buddha. 
Lower half; feet missing. Grey chunam, traces of colour. 
Replica D. 1. 1 r. Height 3 J". 

D. I. 25, Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Chunam, 
traces of colour. Roots of two rows of flames. Contour 
of cross-section almost semicircular. Deeply reeded into 
six divisions, also two detached tongues of flame, 
upper portion of each waved almost to a right angle with 


See below, chap. xiii. sec. ii. 
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Sec. viil] 

lower part. Cf. D. u. s-j. Large piece 
Detached llanies, respectively 3 ^^" and aj'. 

D. I. a6. Stucco relief fragment; he.ad of Buddha. 
Chunani, traces of colour. Replica D. i. 55. 

D. I. ag. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Pink 
chunam, traces of colour. Portion of lotus-petal, finely 
modelled ; front surface conve.v in direction of mid-rib of 
petal; under surface concave, showing impression of fine 
canvas backing and remains of canv.as itself. Width of 
petal 3'. 

D. I. 30. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Pink 

chunam, portion of leaf and background. Leaf bright 
green, background bright red. Replica D. i. i. 

D. I. 35. Stucco relief fragment; standing Buddha. 
Grey chunam, without colour. Upper portion; liead 
missing. Replica D. r. i r. Height 3'. 

D. I. 36. Stucco relief fragment in two pieces; orn.a- 
ment. Red chunam; portion of lotus-petal, aj' by aj'. 

D. I. 40. Stucco relief fragment ; leaf, in two pieces ; 
chunam. Replica D. i. 41. 

D. I. 41. Stucco relief fragment ; leaf. Grey chunam, 
coloured dark; from large aureole. Replica D. :. oia. 
Length 3^'. 

D. I. 41. a. Stucco relief fragment; portion of Buddha 
torso ; grey chunam. R. p. hand and arm ; traces of red 
on robe. Replica D. r. ii. Height ei*. 

D. I. 42. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Grey 
chunam, traces of colour. Border and portion of field 
of aureole (prob. vesica); border consists of half-round 
moulding modelled to represent overlapping lotus-petals 
ranged horizontally, and bound with cincture at interv.als 
of about i^'; alternate sections coloured pink and 
green (?), Field, depressed below border, has conven- 
tional chrysanthemum lc.aves moulded upon it, variously 
coloured. Cf. D. i. 10. See Plate LIV. 

D. I. 43. Stucco relief fragment; female head (Gan- 
dliarvi). Head and nimbus. Has been coloured pink all 
over; over pink, blue on nimbus; black hair. Replica 

D. I. 18. 

D. I. 44. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Pink 
chunam, traces of pink colour. Jewel, ellipsoid centre 
surrounded by two fillets and row of beads. At one end 
ribbon or cord tied in bow. Cf. D. i. 10 ; E. i. i. sj" 
by i-}". See Plate LV. 

D. i. 52. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Pink 
chunam, coloured. Leaf and portion of background. 
Fillet moulding to R. p. of leaf, and portion of inner 
background. Leaf blue ; background pink ; inner back- 
ground brown pink. Replica D. i. 012. 

D. I. 53. Stucco relief fragment; portions of grape vine 
scroll. Replica D. i. 114. One piece green, otlier pink. 
See Plate LIV. 


D. I. 55. Stucco relief fragment; head of Buddha. D. 
Hair (modelled) black; nimbus red; face pink; robe 
dark colour; cars elongated. Replica D. i. 71. lleight 
i3', width aJL 

D. t. 60. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Traces of 
pink. From moulding of beads springs in graceful curves 
a single row of lotus-leaves. Probably portion of border 
of aureole. Replica D. i. 7.1. Length 33*, width 1-3". 

D. 1. 65. Stucco relief fragment; head of Buddha. 
Pink chunam, traces of pink colour. R, p. side of nimbus 
broken away. Replica D. i, 71. 

D. I. 69. Stucco relief fragment; seated Bodhisatlva. 
White chunam, colourcil. Replica of D, i. 94, but 
colours: hair black, robe brown, scat pink, inner part of 
vesica jiink, outer ray emeraltl green. Tlie whole appears 
to luave been on background of indigo. Point of vesica 
broken. H.vtrcnie heiglit 33', width 3*, 

D. 1. 70. Stucco relief fragment; seated Bodhisattv.a. 
White chunam, tr.ices of colour. Replica D. 1. 94. Half 
of liead cut aw.ay, and much of figure. Hair black, robe 
blue or dark green, seat probably white, also inner vesica ; 
outer ray purple brown. Background red. This fragment 
shows three superimposed l.ayers of plaster: (i) Moulded 
vesica and figure scored at back to give tooth for fi.ving ; 

(a) a layer less than J" tliick, of slightly more coarsely 
ground plaster which forms background ; (3) a coarse layer 
nearly y thick. All are quite hard. On back of fr.agmem, 
i. c. on back of tliiril layer, fresco, representing on pink 
ground portion of upper arm, forearm (raised) and 
R. p. side of figure. These portions nude, save for scarf 
twisted round arm just above elbow. To R. p. leaf in 
white. 4^' high, 3^' greatest width. 

D. I. yi-f-D, I. 010. Stucco relief fragments ; standing 
Buddha. Replica D. r. i r. Feet missing. Pink chunam, 
traces of red on nimbus; robe dark colour, Sahgha{i 
red. 

D. I. 72. Stucco relief fragment; ornament (two pieces). 
Portion of outer moulding of aureole, half-round section. 
Overlapping lotus-petals ranged horizontally ; tied at in- 
tervals of about 13" ; alternate sections coloured red and 
blue. Cf. D. I. 42. Length 6", diam. ij". Surface friable. 

D. I. 74. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. White 
chunam, traces of colour. Similar to D. i. 60, but within 
bead moulding a fillet moulding about §" wide. Length 
4o", width 2". See Plate LVII. 

D. I. 80. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Chunam, 
traces of colour (pale blue). Fragment of crescent-shaped 
ornament, with broken portion standing between the horns 
of crescent. Width 3", depth 2". See Plate LVII. 

D. I. 84. Stucco relief fragment; Buddha. Upper por- 
tion only. Grey cliunam. Traces of colour. Plead 
missing. Replica D. i. ii. Height 2|-", width 2^". 

Pp 
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D. I. D. I. 87. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Chunam, 
coloured. Tongues of flame, broken at second wave, 
coloured respectively emerald green, bright pink, and 
bright blue. Reeded into five divisions. Cf. D. n. 24. 
4''byi|''. See Plate LVII. 

D. I. 89. Stucco relief fragment; head, female (Gan- 
dharvi). Pink chunam, coloured. Nimbus dark grey- 
blue, hair black, flesh pink. Replica D. i. 18. Height 
rl", width i-|". 

D. I. go. Stucco relief fragment ; female head (Gan- 
dharvl). Pink chunam, traces of colour. Hair black, 
nimbus dark grey or green. Three beads of garland. 
Replica D. i. 89. Height i^*, width 2^". See Plate LIV. 

D. I. 94. Stucco relief fragment; seated Bodhisattva, 
on half-open lotus. Flowing robe concealing feet. Hands 
resting in lap. Face and hair indistinct. Top-knob. At 
back, estending upwards from knees a vesica (broken 
above head). Centre portion, consisting of radiating 
lotus-petals, was coloured pink. Outer ray and robe of 
figure show traces of a dark colour, probably blue. Lotus 
seat white. The whole, an ornament from aureole round 
large figure ; moulded separately and affi.Ked to background 
by chunam. Replica D, i. 69. 3!" from top-knob to 
below seat ; 2|" broadest part of vesica. 

D. I. 95. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Replica 
D. T. on. Pink chunam. Portion of two rows of lotus- 
petals overlapping, the centre of outer petal lying under 
point of second petal. Conve.'c in direction of mid-rib. 
Concave below (at back); impression of fine canvas back- 
ing. Cf, D. I. 29, Width of fragment 4", depth 3". 

D. I. 96. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament ; leaf. Pink 
chunam, traces of dark colour. Replica D. i. 40. 

D. I. 97. Stucco relief fragment ; head of Buddha. 
Replica D. i. 55. Black hair, pink nimbus. 

D. I. 99. Stucco relief fragment; seated Boddhisaltva. 
Replica D. i. 94, but with piece of background. Hair 
black, flesh white or pink, robe purple brown, lotus scat 
white, inner part vesica bright pink, outer ray emerald 
green. Traces of red on background. Raised fillet 
moulding on background to R. p. of figure; on side 
furthest from figure trace of blue. 4' across length of 
vesica, 6 }' greatest width. Surface soft. See Plate LV. 

D. I. 105. Stucco relief fragment; head of Buddha. 
Replica D. i. 71. iMuch worn. 

D. 1. 107. Stucco relief fragment ; portion of lower part 
of standing Buddha. Robe bright pink, Sanghati grey. 

L. p. hand hanging straight at side lightly grasping loose 
end of robe. Hand pink. Feet missing. Replica D. i. 

It. Height 3 i'. 

D. I. no. Stucco relief fragment; Gandharvi figure 
rising from centre of lotus. Draped in close-fitting vest, 
open low at neck, fastened by jewel (?). Loose girdle of 
beads at hips, Lotus is circular and completely modelled 
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, except where covered by figure. Garland of beads sup- 
ported in upraised hands. Lotus coloured pink. Head 
and hands missing. Replica D. i. 014. Heiuht ai* 

■ widths'. Broken. 

D. 1. 114. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament Ponioa 
of curved border consisting of an inner part 1^' broad, 
a raised fillet -|', and an outer part in same plane as inner 
part, about i' wide. On inner part in low relief a long 
cn scroll, at each end a half vine leaf. This arrangement 
appears to be repeated on each side of scroll but reversed. 
Between half leaves in each case a bunch of grapes. 
Colouring in alternate sections of blue and pink. Fillet 
quite plain. The outer part appears to have fragment of 
chrysanthemum leaf. Cf. D. i, 53. 3|'X32-'. See Phte 
LVIL 

D. I. 118. Stucco relief fragment; head of Buddhm 
Replica D. n 71. Sluch defaced. 

D. I. 119. Stucco relief fragment; standing Buddha 
(three pieces). From neck to middle. Chunam; traces 
of dark colour (black ?) on robe. Replica D. n 84 
Height 2|', width a j'. 

D. I. 127. Stucco relief fragment; head of Buddhx 
Replica D. i. 71. Hair black; nimbus with traces of ted. 
Height !§'. 

D. I. 128. Stucco relief fragment; feet of standing 
figure in relief. Pink chunam, traces of pink paint. Feet 
rest upon b.ase formed of half-open lotus. Replica D. l 
03. Height of fragment 2-}-', width i^'. 

D. I. 03. Stucco relief fragment; feet of standing 
figure. Replica D. i. ia8. Pink chunam, traces of pink 
paint. 

D. I. 04. Wooden post; rccianguhr, upright, painted. 
Back recently sawn, Fro.nt: standing Buddha on blue 
lotus with yellow centre, seed-cells indicated by rings of 
red. Surrounding centre of flower, ring of white dots. 
Entire figure three-qu.arter toR. p. Pose, R.p. hand to breast 
palm out, L. p. hand pendant holding robe (?). Feet dose 
together inclined to R. p. Head inclined slightly down, 
eyelids drooped. Tilaka red. Contour lines of flesh red, 
flesh light. Robe deep purple bordered white. Contour 
lines black. Under-garment white or pink unusu.i]ly high 
above ankles, ornamented (?) with broad vertical stri|5es 
whidt may represent vertical folds. Background d.uk 
pink. Hair rldeted and all around hcail and shoulders. 
Below lotus, separated by white line, a band of deep 
purple, on which three rosettes in white. R, p. edge of 
post, deep purple or black, with siinil.-ir rosettes at intervd*. 
Colours remarkably preserved where visible, "'cod 
perishing from damp at edges, but section shows it per- 
fectly bouml inside. Appears to be part of an itpuig.!'. 
post, pilaster or jamb, as three sides were cvidc.itiy 'i.il .c. 
Length 2O', width -i;)', ihiekncis 1 (originally 4*;' 
removal of plain poriion). See i'Ute LXV. 
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D. I. o8. Stucco relief fragment ; standing Buddlia. 
Head and feet missing. Replica D. i. ri, but robe red, 
Sanghati green, flesh pink. Height 5^'’. Hard. 

D. I. 09. Stucco relief fragment ; sUmding Buddha. 
Replica D. I. II. Lower half; feet missing. Height 3 J'.. 

D. I. on. Stucco relief fragment ; standing Buddhx 
Replica D. 1. 1 1. Torso. 

D. I. 013. Stucco relief fragment ; leaf. Replica D. i. 
41. Portion of field of vesica. Conventional chrysan- 


themum leaf (portion), coloured red ; ground green, d. i. 
long, i^' wide. Sec Plate LVII. 

D. I. 013. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Lotus 
|ietal springing from row of beads. General shape of 
surface flat; under side concave. Depth from beads to 
point width ag*. 

D. i. 014. Stucco relief fragment ; GandharvI figure. 
Replica D. i. no. Scored lightly on back with tool. 

IMuch defaced and friable. 


OBJECTS FROM RUINED SHRINE D. ii. 


D. n. 2. Painted wooden panel; rccLingular; painted 
probably on both sides, but one side only recognizable. 
OnvEsrsE: Figure kneeling on L. p. knee. R. p. hand 
resting on R. p. knee, holding what ap[x:ars to be a band. 
Above the hand appears a sheaf of some objects (arrows?). 
Head quite indistinct, but seems to be in profile. Nimbus. 
Sleeves of garment loose. Folds and all contour lines 
black. Very free and suggestive in treatment. Revekse : 
Subject quite indistinguishable. Adhering to surface frag- 
ments of paper manuscript in upright Gupta characters; 
five to si.v lines of thick black writing, but only a few 
detached Aksaras in each legible. Wood perished ; shows 
ravages of insects. 4 wide, 7^' high, I' thick. 

D. n. 3. Stucco relief fragment, coloured. Red cl.ay, 
no fibre. Replica of D. it. is, colouring similar, but lines 
of drapery in black round neck showing loose end thrown 
over L. p. shoulder distinct, Fri.able. 33* high, 2 wide. 

D. n, 4. Painted wooden panel ; rectangular. Ouveiise : 
Two seated figures, apparently nude to middle, one on 
either side of a central figure (?). Arms of side figures 
akimbo; hands probably resting on thighs. Flesh pink, 
outlined black. Figure to L. p. head, three-quarter face, 
inclined to R. p. and slightly down. Necklet. Nimbus. 
Very much dam.agcd. Centre unrecognizable. 

Reverse: Apparently three figures. To L. p. seated 
figure inclined to R. p. L. p. hand raised to breast. 
Towards centre appears representation of b.asketwork (?), 
perhaps portion of seat. Much deleted. Lower corner 
broken. Wood perished; general condition points to 
damage by damp, 12* long, 43' high, -i' thick. 

D, II, 5. Stucco relief fragment, in several pieces. 
Replica D. ii. loi. White chunam, perished. No colour. 
Brittle. Height 63". 

D. n. 6. Stucco relief fragment ; seated Bodhisattva on 
pedestal. Red clay with fine fibre (perished), coloured. 
Full robe covering feet. Fland resting in lap. Ears' 
elongated. Top-knob. Ovate vesica (top broken) from 
knees. Whitewash over the whole piece, red contour 
lines on L. p. ear. Hair black. Vesica flat, divided into 
concentric bands by black lines. Portion behind head 
tinted pale green, shaded to white at outer edge; next 
a band of pink similarly shaded. Then a narrow band 


white; outside diis a broad band divided by radiating lines J), n. 
in black : outside this again a narrow plain band. Friable. 

3u' 33' See Plate LV. 

D. II. 8. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. ii. loi. 

White chunam. 

D. u. 10. Stucco relief fragment; seated Bodhisattva, 
Chuntim, coloured. Seated figure on lotus, feet concealed 
by robe. R. p. hand raised, palm outwards; L. p, hand 
hangs over thigh, upon which forearm rests. Vesica 
rises from knees, behind figure. Nimbus. Robe and 
outer etige of vesica pink. Flesh light pink. Field of 
vesica dark (blue ?) Nimbus black (?). Height 43", 
width 4'. See Plate LIV. 

D. II. II. Stucco relief fragment; standing Buddha. 
Replica D. 11. loi. White chunam, coloured. Head, 
feet, and R. p. arm missing. Colouring: robe, pink; 
Sahghaji, grey; flesh, pale pmk; background, emerald 
green. Back of bacltground scored, portion of twig and 
portions of grass adhering in scorings. Fleight 4", 
width 23". 

D. u. 12. Stucco relief fragment. Coloured. Replica 
D. II. 3, Red clay mixed with fine vegetable fibre. Seated 
Bodhisattva. Robe covering feet. Hands in lap, L. p. 
resting in palm of R. Ears elongated. Top-knob. 
Pointed oval vesica rising from knees. Nimbus at head. 

H.air and nimbus black, eyes outlined in black. Flesh 
white. Vesica emerald green. Soft. Height 3', width 
3}'. See Plate LIV. 

D. II. 13. Fresco fragment on stucco with inscrip- 
tion. Removed from lower part of frescoed wall. Coarse 

• mixture grey clay, straw and grass ; broken in two places. 

Feet, life-size, of standing figure (Buddha ?) resting upon 
open lotus. Between feet, and extending to R. p. outside 
foot, single line inscription in cursive Brahmi characters, 
written in black with brush. Inscription between feet read 
by Dr. Hoernle, ij/a ja ga rija sho bhayi ? re md pyd dd ? 
s(?) ? ?. In centre of lotus, seed-cells indicated by red 
circles. Below lotus sketchy lines in black. Lotus-petals 
pink, shaded by washes of darker pink and outlined 
Indian red. Feet pink, outlined bright red. Very 
friable. 20" See Plate LIX. 


P p 2 
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D. II. D. n. i6. Painted w9oden panel; rectangular; traces 
of painting on one side. Figure of Ganek seated on 
dice-pattern floor or mat in two colours. Dhoti round 
hips, upper part nude, e.xcepting for thin band of drapery 
on L. p. arm, possibly ornaments. L. p. hand raised to 
breast. Three-quarter face directed to R. p. Trunk 
curled to L. p. Jewelled diadem on head. Nimbus. 
Painting much deleted. Wood perished ; very soft. 8|-" 
high, wide. 

D. n. 17. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. ii. loi ; 
standing Buddha ; upper portion only. Chunam, coloured. 
Robe pink, flesh light pink, nimbus green. Back of back- 
ground scored ; fragments of grass adhering. Pleight 3", 
width 3^". 

D. n. 19. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. 11. loi ; 
standing Buddha ; torso. Chunam, traces of pink. 
Height 2-y. 

D.n. 20-^69. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. ii. 
loi. Head of Buddha, fitted with body D. n. 69. 
Chunam; traces of green on nimbus, pink on robe, 
black on background. Height i-^", width 

D. n. 21. Painted wooden panel ; rectangular, rounded at 
one end. Painted one side. Two seated figures on lotuses 
(Bodhisattvas f), heads inclined towards each other, three- 
quarter face. Elongated ears slit. Hands resting in 
lap. Robe made with semblance of sleeved garment, 
but also with end thrown over L. p. shoulder. Behind 
each a vesica, and at head a nimbus. Hair and eyes 
black, all other lines red. Vesica, L. p., green, the other 
doubtful. Much faded and damaged in upper part. 
Wood perished and soft, 5^" high, lo^" long, f" to ^ 
thick. 

D. n, 22. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. ii. loi. 
White chunam, coloured. Head missing. Robe pink; 
Sanghati grey ; lotus and flesh white or pink. Remains 
of background, dark grey. Material of background, coarse 
hard chunam, much scored at back, with fragments of long 
grass adhering in scorings. Height about 5", width over 

all sr- 

D. n. 24. Stucco relief fragment; ornament in several 
pieces. White chunam, coloured. Portion of lotus-petal 
border of aureole, with one row of lower parts of flame- 
tongues attached to outer edge. Whole piece curved, 
forming segment of Caitya-shaped aureole. Overlapping 
petals divided at every third row by double cincture, and 
sections so formed coloured alternately red and green 
(or blue). Flames also alternately coloured in the same 
way, and grooved or ‘reeded.’ The several strata in 
this fragment do not adhere well. Hard, Length 71 ", 
width 2^", 

D. u. 26. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. ii. loi. 
White chunam. Portions of two figures of Buddha on 
common background; details of each figure as D. ii. loi. 
traces of red on robes. Background dark grey. Soles of 
feet of R. p. figure level with elbows of L. p. figure. 
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Space between ankle of one and robe at elbow of other 
il’g''. R. p. figure, upper half missing, L. p. figure, 
feet gone. Deep scorings at back. Hard. 6 - 1 -" hich ai" 

• j ^ O 1 T2 

Wide, 

D. n, 31. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D, ii. 161. 
Chunam, traces of red on robe. Back scored. Height 6|", 

D. n. 34. Stucco relief fragment ; portion of aureole in 
■ three pieces. White chunam, coloured. Border of lotus- 
petals ; cf. D. II. 24. On grey background two Bodhi- 
sattvas, head of lower being level with knees of upper, 
and about ij" away (cf, D. ii. 26). Colouring as D. ii. 
17, To L. p. of upper figure near feet a small open lotus. 
Height 10^" width 8|". See Plate LIV. 

D. n. 36. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D, ii. loi ; 
standing Buddha. Chunam, traces of colour. Figure 
against background on which to L. p., at level of shoulder, 
an open lotus i-|" diam. Height of figure, including lotus 
under feet, 6^" ; width of fragment 4^". 

D. u. 41. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D, ii, 68, 
Feet and lotus missing. White chunam, coloured. Colour- 
ing as D. II. 68, but hair, traces of black; nimbus pale 
■ green. Background scored at back. Height over all 6", 
width 3|". 

D. n. 53. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. n. loi. 

Head of Buddha. Chunam, coloured. Nimbus light 
* green. Height i|", width of nimbus i|". 

D. n. 55. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. White 
chunam, traces of colour, blue, black, and red. Portion 
of lotus-petal border of aureole, with roots of three 
tongues of flame attached to its outer edge. In the 
flames the feet and portion of Sanghati of figure (Buddha ?). 
Cf, D. i. 87, D. II. 89, D. II. 24. Height 4", width 4", 
See Plate LV, 

D. n. 57. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. n. 10 1, 
Chunam, coloured. Height 6|", width 3^", 

p. n, 60. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. ii. loi. 
White chunam, traces of pink on robe. Back of back- 
ground scored; fragments of grass adhering. Height 6|", 
width at widest 3I', 

D. n. 61. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D, ii. loi. 

• White chunam, coloured. Portion of torso, Buddha, 
with R. p. forearm raised, hand uplifted palm outward, 

L. p. arm (portion) hanging. Robe red, hand pink. 
Width across arms 2|", 

D. n. 62. Stucco relief fragments. White chunam. 
a. Buddha, head missing. Replica D. ii. lor. b. Head 
of Buddha, no colour. Replica D, 11. loi. 

D. n. 68. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. u. loi' 
White chunam, coloured. Head missing. Flesh pink 
or white; Uttarasahga bright pink; Sanghati grey(?)' 
Background dark grey. Lotus white. Height about 5", 
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D. n. 71. Stucco relief fr.ngmeat ; Huiidha aundiiu; on 
litif-cpcu Wliito chmi.'.ni. N'o colour. Replica 

D. I, 101, but sujvctior ir.odclliivc. Neck shori. Nimbiisi, 
Knees .'liebth' lent ; p. fool ailvanccd. Surface tuuclr 
wein. Exirciuc b.cyhl 7)*, widili e','. 

D. 11. 7.}. Stucco relief fraginent. Kcj'lica D. 11. loi ; 
sianding liadilba (in three pa-cca). Wliiic chunani, 
colcua’il. On Kickgroujui lo R. p. of ligute a device in 
red .'.nd white tc;;cinL'Ung .1 icUfs. Sec Plate LIV. 

D. n. 76. Stucco relief fr.aginent. Replica U. 11. tot. 
Chunini. l-yute of liuddha; feel iniM-ing. Robe pink; 
ilcah i'^clit pink; nimbus Ifcht green; traces of red con- 
tour lines on face; black eyebrows, cvclarl;cs, and pupils. 
Pbyes wide ci>en. I'iguie adhering lo large slab of back- 
ground colrured ditL Rcughly scored at back, lleiglit 

D. u. 79. Priinted wooden p.anel ; oblong, roumlcii at 
end.:. Oiivtrrsr.t Dancing llgure (G.aiulharvi f). Mucli 
deleted. D p. Ircait, rh.culdcr, and arm ; neck, part of 
f.-.cc, Imir and rash vl-dhlc. Tracer, of I-. p, teg. Head 
thrown back, rjuanti'.y of ii-air llowing backwards (pro- 
bably to aseial in c-Npres'-iorr cf vivacious nrovcnrciit). 
L. p. i'.an.i raisci! gra-ping loop of r-t h, \vhich is iciscd 
ever head .uni proisably is held hy other cud in it. p. 
l;.'.nd; a IccjC end f-.lb from I., p. Irand appearing to 
s'.dng by dancing tnovctncni. Il)c large. Two j a.MlIel 
cur.ed black lir.cs forming double joint in forehead, 
ptobably .u» ernament. ICar j ierced and ringed ulout 
h-olf-wsy up. Necklet .a; jiears to consist of three l.irgc 
jewels cn hooj), and js:nd.»nl. Ornasnent on uj.jver .urn, 
consliling of band and huge icmicircular ernament. 
Bracelet near band. Figure so far as visible nj.j ears lo 
be nude (excepting ornaments) and lias tr.iccs cf pink, 
shaded by darker wadies. Soih ocliic. .MI outlines 
black. Background ligbt- Much freedom in c-xccutiori. 

Ruve.'ISe: Much deleted. Seated figure v.iili head 
ontament; black liair; nimbus; scarf round L. p. upj/er 
ann. Three-quarter face to R. j>. Wood peri.dicd by- 
damp and very r oft. SJ' high, g y wide, 3' to J' thick. 
See P1.UC LXVI. 

D. u. Si. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. 11. loi. 
Standing Buddha. Chuiurn coloured. Feet missing. 
Painted on background to lower R. j). a llov.cr (lotus?), 
red with white lipped peuls, stem and two le.avcs white. 
Red robe, grey Safiglulti ; pink flesh ; hair, eyebrows, 
lashes, and pupils, black ; nimbus green ; background 
black (?). Height 6J'. 

D, u. 8g. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. White 
chunam, no colour. Triple row of tongues of flame 
(rising from border of large nimbus?); c.ich tongue is 
cast separately and afii.xed singly to background, wliich is 
in three planes, each plane slightly in advance of the one" 
above it, so that the tongues overlap about one-third of 
their length. Each tongue is about long and 1 " wide 
at root. It has three waves in its length and two deeply 
scored lines running from root to point. Lowest row 


miising exccjiting small portion of one longue. Cf. D. 11. D, it. 
3b 55- Width about g j' (Icjuli -I.}'. Sec Plate LV. 

D. u. loi. Stucco relief fr.ngmcnt, in two pieces. White 
chiinam, traces of red colour. Buddha (?) standing on 
Italf-open lotus, L. ji, foot advanced, R. j). drawn back, 

R. 1'. knee slightly bent. R. j). hand raised to level 
of cliesi, jialin outward. L, p. Iiand slightly raised 
sujijvoriing loose end of long llowing upjtcr robe. Ivars 
clongale.l, Kyo') wide open. Top-knob. Nimbus. 

Figute witli lotus ami nimlius moulded in one piece, and 
altixcd to backgroum! (part of which remains attached). 

Cf. D. II. 2 (). Height from below lotus to lop of nimbus 
6',', wiilth at shouldets 2j‘y'. 

D. u. 01. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. n. loi. 

Head. Clmtiam, traces of colour. Hetglit aj'. 

D. II. oa. Stucco relief fragment, Rejilica D. ii. loi. 

Head. CliUiiam, trace., cf colour. Height i^'. 

D. II. 03. Painted wooden panel. Rougli panel, un- 
even tbiekneoS, painted one side. Two seated figure.'', 
c.icli holding an infant which appears to be swathed, and 
h.ij a hcadhaml. Drapery contours and fiesli contours in 
red. Eyes of all llgurc;i, h.iir of seated llgurc.s, headbands 
r.f infants Idack. Seated figures h.ave haloes round hcad.s. 
IV.inting Iiadiy defaced. Between llte two figures, running 
iraiisvct.'ely lo loj>, p.ii>cr on whicli three lines of thick 
uj, light (iuj.ta cluractcfs can be traced. On top edge 
l>cgim'.ing of five lines in r.ime di.aracters. P.ijicr with 
writing a sulsciiucnt addition, 2.3 it covers lower p.ait 
of left figure. Perished ar.d very .soft, 8J' wide, 5.1* 
high; lliickticf.s varies from i,)' to y. 

D. u. o.j. Stucco relief fragment, Rcjilica D. 11, 101. 
Standing Buddha, White chunam, coloured. 

D. u, 05. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. it. 10 1. 
Standing Buddha, White cliimam, coloured, Upjier half 
of figure only ; L. p. arm miising. 

D. II. 06. Stucco relief fragment. Rcjdic.a D. ii. loi. 
Standing Buddlia. White cliunam, coloured. Ile.id and 
feel mi; sing. 

D. II. 07. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. 11. loi. 
Sianding Buddh.i. While chunam, traces of colour. 

Lower half of figure only. Height gj'. 

D. II. o3. Fresco fragment on stucco. Grey day 
mixed wiili coarse straw and grass; stiffened with wood. 
Surf.iced wiili .same d.ay mixed with finer gra.ss and fibre; 
distemjered. Subject of jiainling: Seated Buddha, dark 
red robe, huff Sanghaji, pink llesli, red contour lines, black 
hair. Head inclined slightly to R. p. Hands upraised in 
front of breast in Ny.'iyaiuuilril attitude. Feet crossed and 
bare. Cusiiion or mat as scat. Oval vesica, white shaded 
lo buff, tlien black line, border of white, and second black 
line. Vesic-i-shajicd nimbius, pink. To R. and L. of figure, 
portions of adjoining large aureoles. In front and below 
feet an inscription in black, consisting of seven characters 
in cursive Bi.ahmI. Below this, conventional tufts of grass 
and foreground outlined black and red. Ground white, 
to pink behind vesica. Stucco friable. Width at lower 
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D. u. part of fragment i8"; at upper part 6|" (approx.); height 
15", thickness i|". See Plate LVIII. 

D. n. 09. Relief in stucco ; seated Buddha or Bodhi- 
sattva. Grey clay mixed with straw, grass, and fine fibre. 
Male figure seated on rectangular seat, feet resting on flat 
footstool, the whole on a piece of board. R. p. arm 
hangs straight to elbow, where it is broken off. L. p. 
arm has forearm bent at nearly right angle to upper arm 
and directed forward. Wooden cores to both arms. 
Hand missing. Knees very wide apart; feet nearer 
together. Head missing. R. p. shoulder and arm bare, 
pink ; robe, which passes under R. p. arm and over L. p. 
shoulder, coloured red, with narrow border of light green 
at lower edge, and blue at breast. This latter may be 
lining. There seems to be a second garment (or lining?) 
across breast coloured green. Below robe, at ankles, is 
the Sanghati coloured red-brown with white border. Feet 
bare, pink. Footstool green (?). Seat light green in 
front, pale pink on sides and top ; top divided into squares 
by fine, dark lines. On background, visible under R. p. 
arm, concentric bands and lines of various colours appear, 
perhaps part of aureole. Whole relief practically in the 
round. Very friable. Extreme height from top of board 
to neck 14", width to outside of knees waist 
width at shoulders 5^", front to back of seat 5^"; wooden 
board thick. See Plate LIII. 

D. n. 010. Painted wooden panel ; oblong. Five figures. 
First from R. p. three-quarter face to L. p., female seated 
or kneeling at a horizontal loom, evidently engaged in 
exhibiting the various processes of weaving. In upraised 
L. hand a brush or weaving comb (red). R. hand seems 
to be lowered to front end of loom, and may be manipu- 
lating a shuttle, very indistinctly shown in extreme corner 
of panel. Some of the outlines (red) of loom, with warp 
stretched across, clearly distinguishable; spindles and 
winding frame may be made out between this and second 
figure. Garment yellow tunic, short-sleeved. Red 
Uttariya coming from head encircles R. arm. Hair black 
and long ; upper eyelids outlined black, elongated at outer 
corners. Head nimbate. Between this figure and second 
a vessel containing cocoons (?). 

Second figure resembles first but seems to have between 
legs an object like a kettle-drum ; hands appar. inside it. 
Third. Seated front, cross-legged ; head three-quarters to 
R. p. ; wide, short-sleeved tunic (yellow) ; on legs, top 
boots (mocassins) apparently of leopard skin. Coat long- 
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sleeved, grey; Uttariya (red) over arms and R. p. leg;' 
girdle. Flesh light ; small, thin moustache and imperial, 
black. Eyes cast downwards, brows, eyelashes, and pupils 
black. Hair long, wavy, on shoulders, black. Diadem. 
Nimbus yellow. Four arms, R. p. front, at breast holding 
Vajra or cup; back, upraised holding baton; L. p. front 
at knee holding an object resembling a large mulberry; 
back, upraised holding trowel-shaped implement. This 
figure resembles in almost every detail the four-armed 
deity in D. x. 4, excepting slight differences in colour, and 
presence of red Uttariya in this representation. Character 
of head identical with that in D. x. 4. Fourth. KneeUng 
three-quarters to R. p. on both knees, playing mandoline 
{raiab), which has four large string keys at head. Sounding- 
board pierced by two Trisula-shaped openings. The 
instrument is held precisely as is the modem mandoline, 
and with R. hand player uses a large curved plectrum. 
Close fitting tunic, white, low at neck, short at knees. 
Yellow undergarments from neck to ankles, and to wrists. 
Uttariya (red) over head (?), round arms to ground. Flesh 
rather dark. Small decoration on forehead. Nimbus. 
Usual outlines and contours. Fifth, Three-quarters to 
R. p. kneeling on both knees. Short-sleeved tunic (yellow) 
fitting close to body. Uttariya red, from head round arms 
to ground. Both arms raised to breast, holding in each 
a small white object connected (?) by a cord, perhaps 
castanets. Nimbus yellow. Wood perished ; warped. 
Length 192", breadth sf", thickness f'. See Plate LXVII. 

D. n. on. Grass broom. Constructed as follows : Head 
of suitable grass, having stalks about 16" long, are laid 
side by side with heads level. About 4" of the lower end 
of each stalk is then bent at right angles to the other 
portion and plaited round the next two right angle pieces 
in succession, the remaining end being then bent upwards 
to prevent slipping. When a continuous strip of about 
25" is thus formed (the upper parts being, of course, 
unjoined) it is rolled up tightly, and bound round with 
twisted grass to prevent unwinding. Thus, the feathery 
ends being brought into a bunch, form a convenient birch- 

' like brush or broom. Very brittle. See Plate LXXIII. 

D. n. 012. Stucco relief fragment. Replica D. n. 10. 

D. n. 013. a. Small cotton bag containing calcined frag- 
ments of skull-bones, jaw-bones, and molar and incisor 
teeth ; tied round at the mouth with strip of cotton cloth. 

b. Terra-cotta fragments, plain brown (3). 

c. Small fragments of copper vessel (2). 


hlANUSCRIPT FINDS IN RUIN D, iii. 


D. ni. D. in. i. MS. on paper; Brahml; No. 7. One complete 
leaf. See Note iii. Plate CX. 

D. in. 2. MS. on paper; Brahml; No. i. One large 
fragment ; left side of leaf, but number lost. See Note L 

D, in. 3. MS. on paper; Brahml; No. 2. Two small 
fragments ; from left and right sides of leaf, the former 
numbered 96. See Note ii. 


D. m. 4. MS. on paper ; Brahml ; No. 3. Four small 
fragments ; from middle of a leaf. See Notes i., ii. 

D. in. 5. MS. on paper; Brahml; No. 4- Numerous 
small fragments. See Note i. 

D, HI. 6. MS. on paper; Biahml; No. 5. Numerous 
small fragments. See Note i. 
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D. ui. 7. MS. on paper; 15 t. 5 hm!; No. 6. One 
.fragment; from left bide of leaf, with number 13 a. See 
Note i. I'laie CVII. 

D. lu, 8. MS. on paper; Ilt-llimf; Na 8. One latgo 
fragment ; front right side of leaf. Aho one ."-m.Ul fr.ig- 
mcat. See Note i. IM.rtc CVll. 

D. III. 9. MS. on paper; Bi.rhmt; Nag. Two sni.iU 
fn'igmcnts; ficm middle of leaf. Sec Note iv. riatc 
Cl.X. 

D. ui. 10. MS. on paper; nt.rhmf ; No. 10. Numetoua 
small fragments of (apparcnil)') one leaf. See Note i. 

D. unn. .a. MS. on paper; iJr-'diml; No. m. I'ori)- 
feur very tmall fr.igmenis cf (apj-ar.) cue le.af. See Note i. 

D. m, 11. b. MS. on paper; Ilt.ihml; No. tj. Forty- 
eight very small fragmenU of one leaf. See Note i. 

D. ui. la. MS. on paper; Hi.’dimt; No. 13. One frag- 
mciit of a desaimcnt. See Note v. I'late CX. 

D. HI. 13. a. MS. on paper; IlrahnsI; No. Three 
large ft.agn'.enti; left sides of leaver, numbered 6, 16, 17. 
Sec Note vi. riatc CVIII. 

AV/ri tv; ab^ie 

Note i. — No. I, al.vO three ficecs of No. 3, .also Ncs. 1, 

S, 6, 8, :o, XI, 15 , 16, ly. .Ml these b-cleng to the tatne 
MS., eomisting of leave., of very Urge siec, aliout i.S'x 7', 
paper .and tetipt in all Uing ih.c same. I.angu.rge : .'ijniin/. 
Characters: uptight Gupta, of seventh or eighth century. 
Contents; .a canonical woik of the Mahay itia school; 
apparently some Uitd of Pr^Sjii^ /MV.r.v./.'d, The fra,pncnts 
are from the iSih and lylh chapters, the former being: 
named Dhurxi-j^ritJrU. The fr.’.gmcnls belong to (at least) 
three leaves, one of which bears tbc number 135. 

Note iL — No. a, also one piece of No. 3, ni-ilte up one 
almost complete leaf, numbered yrt. Sice: about ia'x3'. 
Language; SjnsMl. Characters; upright Gujita, of sevemh 
or eighth century. Conletiis ; apparently a Iluddhisi canoni- 
cal vvorU 

Note iih— No. 7, one complete Ic.af, numbered 3 , .‘•'ice: 
about 14' X 3'. Language: ncr.-Stuxsiritic (Proto-Tibe- 
tan?), Characters: upright Gupta, of seventh or eighth 
century. Contents: apparently a Buddhist canonical work. 
In very good preservation. 

Note iv. — No. y. Both fragment;; belong apparently 
to the same leaf. Language: SMsiri/. Characters: a 
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D. III. 13. n- MS. on paper; Bnlhinl; No. 15. One Urge D. iii. 
fragment, from middle of leaf. Sec Note vi. 

D, UI. 13. a. MS. on paper; Br.lhinl; No, 16. Numerous 
fi.igmcnt3 of (.ipparently) one Ic.if. See Note i. 

D. UI. 13. b. MS. on paper; Br.ihnii; No. 17. SU small 
fmgmcnts, from left bide of Icave.s, numbered 3, y, 10, 13, 

14, ly. AIio six large fr.vgmcnt:!, tight siiles of leaves. 

Also three very sm.ill fnigmcnt.-i, from middle of a leaf. 

See Note vi. 

D. 111. 13. c. MS. oil paper; Br.ihmr; No. 18. Two 
bimrll fr.igmcnis ftom Iclb sides of le.aves, numbered 17 and 
i 3 . Also five l.irge fragmcnl.s, right bides of five leaves. 

Abo two Miiall fr.igmcnts, from right bides of two leaves. 

See Note vi. Plate CVIII. 

D. III. 13. il. MS. on paper; Br'diml; No. ly. Numerous 
bin-rll fragm.ciits of (.ipi).ircnily) one leaf. Sec Note i. 

D. ui. 1.5. MS. on paper ; Br.‘duni ; No. aa Three frag- 
ments from middle of a le.af. See Note vii, 

c>j' Dr. I/iCruU, 

peculiar scju-irc cuisive script, resembling modern N.'igarh 
Co.'itcnis: apparently the story of the yiikjii-siihlftiti dVuiji- 
iM.irj, 

Note V. — No. 13. Portion of a document. Language; 
ts:::-.S.::isiriltt (K.ibtcrii It.'mian). Characters: cursive 
Brahml, of eighth century, ratlicr iliegihlc. Contents 
unknown. 

Note vi.— Nos. 14, 15, 17, iS. All these belong to the 
same .'ilS., sice 1 4 x 3'. Language : Sjnskril, Characters : 
upright Giipi.i, of seventh or eighth century. Contents: 
copy of the \'\;jrc.chl;u!ik.]. As this work is iitiblishcd by 
the late Prof. M.tx Mtlllcr in the Aiucdol.i OxonicnstKi, there 
w.as no dilliculty in piecing liie fragments together; the 
result I>eing that there are preserved the following leaves, in 
part or whole— Nos. a, 6, 7, 8, y, to, ii, 13, t.(, 15, t6, 17, 
i 3 , ly, 20. The following le.aves are entirely missing; i, 

3, 4, 5, 15 . Leaf 20 contains the coitcitision of the MS. 

Note vii.— No. 20. Apparently pieces of the same leaf. 
Language : non-Siinskri/ic (Proto-Tibetan ?). diameters ; 
upright Gu])t.a of very large size, of the seventh or eighth 
century. Contents unknown. 


OBJECTS FOUND IN SHRINE D. iv. 


D. rv. 1, 2. MS, on paper; Brahini; No. 21. Two iinall 
fragments of one leaf. — Note viti. No. 21, Belong to 
the same leaf; size about 1 2'(?) x 2 }/. Language: Siinskrit, 
Characters: upright Gupta, of seventh or eighth century. 
Apparently some Buddhist canonical work, [Dr. 
Hoernle.]- 


D. IV. 3, MS. on paper; Br.lhmr; No. 22. One small jj 
fragment from lower right corner of leaf. — Note i.x. No. 

22. Belongs to a leaf of .anotlier MS. than the preceding ; 
for pajtcr and script differ. Language : Sanskn'l. Ciiarac- 
Icrs : upright GujUa, of seventh or eighth century. Con- 
tents unknown. [Dr. Hoernle.] 
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D. IV. 4. Fainted wooden panel ; rectangular. Lower 
R. p. corner broken. Obverse: In vesica a standing 
figure (Buddha ?). R. p. hand raised to centre of breast, 

L. p. hanging down grasping end of robe. Feet bare. 
Nimbus. Robe dark red, Sanghati dark green (?). Flesh 
pink. Contour lines of drapery and hair black. Contour 
lines flesh, red. Vesica, colour perished. At bottom of 
panel, running behind vesica, band of dark brown ; general 
background green {?); band of colour at top. Nimbus 
pink. Reverse : Standing figure, same pose as obverse, 
no loose drapery. Appears to wear tight fitting vest or 
merely ornaments. On each forearm a Vajra and brace- 
lets, and other ornaments (indistinct) also on parts of body. 
Just above knees are two circular objects consisting each 
of three concentric circles. Too deleted to distinguish 
meaning. Ornamental details are visible lower down on 
legs. Between circular objects and lower edge of vest 
traces of red visible, and from a slight break in line of 
thigh (R. and L.) perhaps Dhoti is indicated. Feet deleted. 

R. p. hand at breast, L. p. before L. thigh, palm inwards. 
Face almost circular. Double nimbus. Outer ring pink; 
inner (?). Hair (with top-knob), black. Vesica, field, 
blue ; inner border, pink ; outer, green. Ground of panel, 
pink, with 2" blue band at top passing behind vesica. 
Wood very soft. Height lol", width 5I", thickness 
See Plate LXV. 

D. IV. 5. Painted wooden panel j rectangular. Obverse : 

In two semi-ellipses, two half-length figures. Firsi\ R.p., 
a nude male carrying in L. p. hand a long-stemmed, leaf- 
shaped fan (?) resting on L. p. shoulder. Hair black, 
in loose top-knob, which is inclined to R. p. of head, and 
adorned with row of small pearls round roots of hair, and 
cincture of pearls binding top-knob. Head three-quarter 
face to L. p. L. p. hand (holding fan) raised to breast. 
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R. p. half pendant at R. side. Large thick rings in ears. 
Background white (?). Flesh dark. Figure is perhaps 
attendant of next personage. Second: Rat-headed figure, 
head, profile to R. p. wearing diadem. Robe red tvith 
small ‘powdered’ pattern in white dots. Border at neck, 
blue. Band round arms blue. Flesh dark yellow. R. p, 
hand at breast, L. p. half pendant. Background pink (?), 
The surrounding elliptical arches to both figures are a 
broad Indian red band, and outside it a thin line. The 
background between the arches, pale pink, with diaper of 
simple crosses (like -J- signs) in Indian red. Two end 
portions of panel much deleted, but there appears to have 
been a figure to L. p. with deep red robe, black hair, light 
flesh. Arch over this figure cuts into that of rat-headed 
figure, while there is a space of more than i" between the 
next two. There appears to be marks of purple dye 
(Sindura ?) in places. See Plate LXIII. Reverse : Traces 
of five seated figures in niches, hands in lap. Robe red (?); 
flesh light; contours red; black eyebrows, eyelashes, 
and pupils. Nimbus. 4th : from R. p. three-quarter face 
to R. p. ; niche pale green ; nimbus dark, outlined 
white. 5th; Same pose,, top-knob (?); niche pink; 
nimbus pale green, outlined white. Spandrils between 
niches dark red (?). Marks of Sindura. Wood 
fairly preserved. Painting very much damaged, and on 
reverse almost entirely deleted, long, 4^" wide, 

I" thick. 

D. IV. 6. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 23. Two docu- 
ments, attached to one another, top to top.— Note x. No. 
23. These two pieces appear to make up only one docu- 
ment, inscribed on both sides. Language: non-Sanskrilic 
(Eastern Iranian). Characters : cursive Brahmi of eighth 
century. Mentions the 17th day of the month. 31 unamji: 
but purport unknown. [Dr. Hoernle.] 


OBJECTS FOUND IN • DWELLING, D. v. 


D. V. I. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 24. One small 
fragment ; from middle of leaf. — Note xi. No. 24. 
Belongs to a leaf of a MS. in non-Sanskritic (Proto- 
Tibetan ?), and very large upright Gupta characters of the 
seventh or eighth century. Compare No. 20 from D. in, 
but probably a different MS. [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. V. 2. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 25. One very 
small fragment, from middle of leaf. — Note xii. No. 25. 
Belongs to a leaf of a MS. in imi-Sanskrilic (Proto- 
Tibetan ?) and upright Gupta characters of the seventh or 
eighth century. Paper stiff, and coloured a yellowish tint ; 
the fragment suggests itself as belonging to the MS. 
described in my Report, ii. p. 20, No. 3- Contents: 
apparently^ a Buddhist canonical work. [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. V. 3. Inscribed wooden tablet, pf" long, 2^" high, 
thick, rounded off on left with small hole for string- 
Four lines of cursive Brahmi characters on one side only, 
commencing on the round ‘side of tablet. Language : 


non-Sanskritic (Eastern Iranian). Contents unknown. 
See Plate CVI. [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. V. 4. Inscribed wooden tablet, 7 |" long, 2" high, 
y thick. On obverse four, on reverse three lines of 
cursive Brahmi characters. R. end of tablet rounded off. 
Language: non-Sanskritic (Eastern Iranian). Dated on 
14th day of month jsimji (?). Contents unknown. 
[Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. V. 5. Inscribed wooden stick of tamarisk, flat on one 
side, upon which are faintly traceable remnants of about a 
dozen Chinese characters. Reverse retains in part its 
original round form, flattened by cutting from a little 
above middle to lower end. On this flattened part Chinese 
writing by two different hands. There appear to be five 
Chinese symbols in the upper section written with coarse 
brush and rather clumsy hand; and seven in the lower 
much more delicately written. Wood perishing. Length 
about 1 3V, width about i|-". See Plate CVI. 
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Sec. viii] 

D. V. 6. Chinese document on paper, dated a.d. 
(translated in Appendix A). See Plate CXV. 

D. V. 7. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 26. Six small 
fragments, from right side of (apparently) one leaf. — 
^fote' xiii. No. 26. All pieces belong apparently to 
one leaf of a MS., in uott-Sanskrilic (Proto-Tibetan ?) 
and upright Gupta characters of the seventh or eighth 
century. Paper and script appear to be exactly the same 
as those of the MS., Nos. i-ig, from D. ni., but the MS. 
of course, is different, because the language is different. 
[Dr. Hoetnle.] 

D. V. 8. MS. on paper; Brahmi; Na 27. Two large 
fragments of one document, with Chinese signatory mono- 
gram. — Note xiv. No. 27. Both belong to one docu- 
ment, size lol" X 75". Language : non-Sanskritic 
(Eastern Iranian). Characters ; cursive Brahmi of eighth 
century. Inscribed on one side only, and signed with 
a Chinese monogram. Contents unknown. [Dr. Hoernie.] 

D. V. g. Woodea bowl. Portion of lower part of turned 
wood bowl or dish, lacquered (?) and painted. Probably 
Chinese. Inside : Portion of wreath of flowers and leaves, 
round ornamental inner border. Flowers deep crimson 
and geranium scarlet. Leaves green. All outlines and 
small diaper background in yellow. Scarlet flowers shaded 
by crimson lines, leaves by black. Ground green. Orna- 
mental border, yellow tracery. Arrangement of flowers 


and leaves alternate. Colours still bright, but covered by D. v. 
sand and dirt which it is difScult to remove without dis- 
turbing painting. Outside: Olive green at bottom and 
partly up side, on which traces of pattern in black. Above 
this, deep terra-cotta red. The marks of turning are dis- 
tinctly visible, and the grain of wood where fractured 
shows that the bowl is turned out of the solid. Condition 
of wood good, but much of the virtue of lacquer perished. 
7i''byi4''. See Plate LXV. 

D. V. 10. Wooden panel; ‘Takhll’ shape. Traces of 
scraping (from erased writing). Wood soft at edges, 
isF long, 3' high, thick. 

D. V. II. Shoe ; made of plaited hemp string. Sole, now 
very compact and almost felted by hard wear, seems to 
consist of an insole of coarse string, coiled flat, and an 
under sole similarly laid, and perhaps plaited into the 
other. The two are bound together by a close warp of 
thinner and more finely made string. Long, free ends of 
warp turned up at right angles to form side of shoe, which 
thus consists of an arrangement of parallel cords only, 
lying closely together. Upper ends tightly plaited round 
two horizontal stout cords to form upper edge or opening 
of the shoe. These two cords cross in a loop in front. 

Much broken. Front edge of sole appears to have been 
cut off. Adult size. 

D. V. 12. Woven fabric. Fine cord silk. Dirty buff 
colour. 6" by qV'. See Plate LXXVI. 


OBJECTS FOUND IN D. vi. 


D.vi. I. MS. on paper ; Brahmi ; No. 28. — Notexv, Left- 
hand fragment, 4^" x 3", with string-hole, of a leaf num- 
bered 70. Full size, probably 18" X 3". Language : d'a«- 
skrit. Characters: upright Gupta of seventh or eighth 
century. Contents : apparently some Buddhist canonical 
work ; on obverse, end of section 43, the beginning of the 
44th section being Smaramy-aham kalpahs-aCtta , . , , on 
reverse, end of section 51, [Dr. Hoernie.] 

D, VI. 2. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. zg. One very 
small fragment of a document, with traces of Chinese 
signatory monogram. — Note xvi. Nos. 29 and 30. Frag- 
ments of two documents, in non-Sauskritic (Eastern 
Iranian) and cursive Brahmi. [Dr. Hoernie,] 

D. VI. 3. Painted vrooden panel ; oblong. Ten seated 
figures (Buddhas?) on continuous Padmasana. Heads 
three-quarter to centre. Robe red. Hands crossed in 
lap. Behind each figure a vesica (green) and nimbus 
(alternate ?) red and white. Padmasana yellow. Each 

■ figure wears a Tibetan hat (yellow). Painting frag- 
mentary. 27" long, 4|" high, thick, 

D. VI, 4, Painted panel. Obverse : Six Buddha figures 
seated in meditation, figures arranged vertically in three 
rows, two in each row. The rows seem to have been 


divided by narrow lotus-petal bands running across from D. vr. 
side to side. The pairs of figures incline heads (three- 
quarter) slightly towards each other. One dressed in dark 
saffron garment edged with white, other in pink. Flesh 
in both, light; eyes white. Flesh contours on both, and 
draperies on pinlr figure outlined in Indian red. Hair, 
ej'ebrows, eyelashes on both and dark garment, in black. 

Vesica behind dark figure, red, and outside vesica Indian 
red. Vesica behind pink figure, some light tint now , 
unrecognizable; outside vesica probably pink. In one 
case (pink figure) the Buddhic top-knob is clearly shown, 
probably it was present in ail. Tilaka also present. The 
dark and light figure alternate vertically. V ery badly defaced. 
Reverse : Similar to obverse, but top pair missing. Back- 
ground outside vesica of dark figure, light. That of pink 
figure, Indian red. Work very rough. The dark saffron 
figure is the similarly robed ‘ spectacled ’ figure of D. x. or, 
but lacking the care in e.xecution. Size r3|:"x8"x J". 

D. VI. 5. Stucco relief fragment (two pieces). Female 
head (GandharvI). Chunam ; traces of black on hair and 
eyes. Nimbus. Height 2|", width gf". See Plate LVI. 

p. VI. 6, MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 30. One frag- 
ment, a long, narrow strip, of a document. (See Note xvi. 
above). 

Q q 
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D. IV. D. IV. 4. Painted wooden panel ; rectangular. Lower 
R. p. corner broken. Obverse: In vesica a standing 
figure (Buddha?). R. p. hand raised to centre of breast, 

L. p. hanging down grasping end of robe. Feet bare. 
Nimbus. Robe dark red, Sanghati dark green (?). Flesh 
pink. Contour lines of drapery and hair black. Contour 
lines flesh, red. Vesica, colour perished. At bottom of 
panel, running behind vesica, band of dark brown ; general 
background green (?); band of colour at top. Nimbus 
pink. Reverse: Standing figure, same pose as obverse, 
no loose drapery. Appears to wear tight fitting vest or 
merely ornaments. On each forearm a Vajra and brace- 
lets, and other ornaments (indistinct) also on parts of body. 
Just above knees are two circular objects consisting each 
of three concentric circles. Too deleted to distinguish 
meaning. Ornamental details are visible lower down on 
'legs. Between circular objects and lower edge of vest 
traces of red visible, and from a slight break in line of 
thigh (R. and L.) perhaps Dhoti is indicated. Feet deleted. 

R. p. hand at breast, L. p. before L. thigh, palm inwards. 
Face almost circular. Double nimbus. Outer ring pink; 
inner (?). Hair (with top-knob), black. Vesica, field, 
blue ; inner border, pink ; outer, green. Ground of panel, 
pink, with 2" blue band at top passing behind vesica. 
Wood very soft. Height io|", width si", thickness 
See Plate LXV. 

D. IV. 5. Painted wooden panel ; rectangular. Obverse : 

In tw'o semi-ellipses, two half-length figures. First: R.p., 
a nude male carrying in L. p, hand a long-stemmed, leaf- 
shaped fan (?) resting on L. p. shoulder. Hair black, 
in loose top-knob, which is inclined to R. p. of head, and 
adorned with row of small pearls round roots of hair, and 
cincture of pearls binding top-knob. Head three-quarter 
face to L. p. L. p. hand (holding fan) raised to breast. 
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R. p. half pendant at R. side. Large thick rings in ears, 
Background white (?), Flesh dark. Figure is perhaps 
attendant of next personage. Semid : Rat-headed figure, 
head, profile to R. p. wearing diadem. Robe red with 
small ‘powdered’ pattern in white dots. Border at neck, 
blue. Band round arms blue. Flesh dark yellow. R. p. 
hand at breast, L. p. half pendant. Background pink (?). 
The surrounding elliptical arches to both figures are a 
broad Indian red band, and outside it a thin line. The 
background between the arches, pale pink, with diap6^ of 
simple crosses (like signs) in Indian red. Two end 
portions of panel much deleted, but there appears to have 
been a figure to L. p. with deep red robe, black hair, light 
flesh. Arch over this figure cuts into that of rat-headed 
figure, while there is a space of more than 1" between the 
next two. There appears to be marks of purple dye 
(Sindura ?) in places. See Plate LXIII. Reverse : Traces 
of five seated figures in niches, hands in lap. Robe red (?); 
flesh light; contours red; black eyebrows, eyelashes, 
and pupils. Nimbus. 4th : from R. p. three-quarter face 
to R. p. ; niche pale green ; nimbus dark, outlined 
white. 5th: Same pose,, top-knob (?); niche pink; 
nimbus pale green, outlined white. Spandrils between 
niches dark red (?). Marks of Sindura. Wood 
fairly preserved. Painting very much damaged, and on 
reverse almost entirely deleted, 17^" long, 4^" wide, 
I" thick. 

D. rv. 6. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 23. Two docu- 
ments, attached to one another, top to top, — Note x. No, 
23. These two pieces appear to make up only one docu- 
ment, inscribed on both sides. Language: non-Sanskrilic 
(Eastern Iranian). Characters : cursive Brahmi of eighth 
century. Mentions the 17th day of the month Munamji: 
but purport unknown. [Dr, Hoernle.] 


OBJECTS FOUND IN • DWELLING, D. v. 


D, V, D, V, I. MS, on paper; Brahmi; No. 24. One small 
fragment ; from middle of leaf. — Note xi. No. 24. 
Belongs to a leaf of a MS. in 7ion-Sanskrilic (Proto- 
* Tibetan ?), and very large upright Gupta characters of the 

seventh or eighth century. Compare No. 20 from D. m, 
but probably a different MS. [Dr. Hoernle] 

D. V. 2. MS, on paper; Brahmi; No. 25. One very 
small fragment, from middle of leaf. — Note xii. No. 25. 
Belongs to a leaf of a MS, in non-Saiiskritic (Proto- 
Tibetan?) and upright Gupta characters of the seventh or 
eighth century. Paper stiff, and coloured a yellowish tint ; 
the fragment suggests itself as belonging to the MS. 
described in my Report, ii. p. 20, No. 3. Contents: 
apparently a Buddhist canonical work. [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. V. 3. Inscribed wooden tablet, 9^” long, 2^ high, 
thick, rounded off on left with small hole for string. 
Four lines of cursive Brahmi characters on one side only, 
commencing on the round ' side of tablet. Language . 


iion-Sanskriiic (Eastern Iranian). Contents unknown. 
See Plate CVI. [Dr, Hoernle.] 

D. V. 4, Inscribed wooden tablet, 7!" long, 2" high, 
A" thick. On obverse four, on reverse three lines of 
cursive Brahmi characters. R. end of tablet rounded off. 
Language : 7ion-Sanskritic (Eastern Iranian). Dated on 
14th day of month jsmji (?). Contents nnknotvn. 
[Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. V. 5. Inscribed wooden stick of tamarisk, flat on one 
side, upon which are faintly traceable remnants of about a 
dozen Chinese characters. Reverse retains in part its 
original round form, flattened by cutting from a little 
abAe middle to lower end. On this flattened part Chinese, 
writing by two different hands. There appear to be five 
Chinese symbols in the upper section written with coarse 
brush and rather clumsy hand; and seven in the lower 
much more delicately written. Wood perishing. Length 
about 13^”, width about ig . See Plate CM. 
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OBJECTS EXCAVATED AT DANDAN-UILIQ 


D. V. 6. Chinese document on paper, dated -781 a.d. 
(translated in Appendix A). See Plate CXV. 

p. V. 7. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 26. Six small 
fragments, from right side of (apparently) one leaf. — 
Kote’ xiii. No. 26. All pieces belong apparently to 
one leaf of a MS., in 7 i 07 i-Sa 7 iskrilic (Proto-Tibetan ?) 
and upright Gupta characters of the seventh or eighth 
century. Paper and script appear to be exactly the same 
as those of the MS., Nos. 1-19, from D. iii., but the MS. 
of course, is different, because the language is different. 
[Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. V. 8. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 27. Two large 
fragments of one document, with Chinese signatory mono- 
gram. — Note xiv. No. 27. Both belong to one docu- 
ment, size ro|" x 7-5". Language ; non-Sanskri/ic 
(Eastern Iranian). Characters : cursive Brahmi of eighth 
century. Inscribed on one side only, and signed with 
a Chinese monogram.- Contents unknown. [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. V. 9. Wooden bowl. Portion of lower part of turned 
wood bowl or dish, lacquered (?) and painted. Probably 
Chinese. Inside : Portion of wreath of flowers and leaves, 
round ornamental inner border. Flowers deep crimson 
and geranium scarlet. Leaves green. All outlines and 
small diaper background in yellow. Scarlet flowers shaded 
by crimson lines, leaves by black. Ground green. Orna- 
mental border, yellow tracery. Arrangement of flowers 


and leaves alternate. Colours still bright, but covered by D. 
sand and dirt which it is difficult to remove without dis- 
turbing painting. Outside: Olive green at bottom and 
partly up side, on which traces of pattern in black. Above 
this, deep terra-cotta red. The marks of turning are dis- 
tinctly visible, and the grain of wood where fractured 
shows that the bowl is turned out of the solid. Condition 
of wood good, but much of the virtue of lacquer perished. 
l¥ by iF- See Plate LXV. 

D. V. 10. Wooden panel; ‘TakhtI’ shape. Traces of 
scraping (from erased writing). Wood soft at edges. 
iSl" tong, 3" high, ^ thick. 

D. V. n. Shoe ; made of plaited hemp string. Sole, now 
very compact and almost felted by hard wear, seems to 
consist of an insole of coarse string, coiled flat, and an 
under sole similarly laid, and perhaps plaited into the 
other. The two are bound together by a close warp of 
thinner and more finely made string. Long, free ends of 
warp turned up at right angles to form side of shoe, which 
thus consists of an arrangement of parallel cords only, 
lying closely together. Upper ends tightly plaited round 
two horizontal stout cords to form upper edge or opening 
of the shoe. These two cords cross in a loop in front. 
Much broken. Front edge of sole appears to have been 
cut off. Adult size. 

D. V. 12, Woven fabric. Fine cord silk. Dirty buff 
colour. 6" by 4^". See Plate LXXVI. 


OBJECTS FOUND IN D. vi. 


D. VI. I. MS, on paper ; Brahmi ; No. 28. — Note xv. Left- 
hand fragment, 4^" x 3", with string-hole, of a leaf num- 
bered 70. Full size, probably i8"x3". Language: San- 
skrit. Characters: upright Gupta of seventh or eighth 
century. Contents ; apparently some Buddhist canonical 
work ; on obverse, end of section 43, the beginning of the 
44th section being Smardmy-ahani kalpdiis-aCila , . . , on 
reverse, end of section 51, [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. VI. 2, MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 29. One very 
small fragment of a document, with traces of Chinese 
signatory monogram. — Note xvi. Nos. 29 and 30. Frag- 
ments of two documents, in non-SanskriU'c (Eastern 
Iranian) and cursive Brahmi. [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. VI. 3. Painted wooden panel ; oblong. Ten seated 
figures (Buddhas?) on continuous Padmasana. Heads 
three-quarter to centre. Robe red. Hands crossed in 
lap. -Behind each figure a vesica (green) and nimbus 
(alternate ?) red and white. Padmasana yellow. Each 
figure wears a Tibetan hat (yellow). Painting frag- 
mentary. 27" long, 4|" high, thick. 

D. VI. 4. Painted panel. Obverse : Six Buddha figures 
seated in meditation, figures arranged vertically in three 
rows, two in each row. The rows seem to have been 


divided by narrow lotus-petal bands running across from D. 
side to side. The pairs of figures incline heads (three- 
quarter) slightly towards each other. One dressed in dark 
saffron garment edged with white, other in pink. Flesh 
in both, light ; eyes white. Flesh contours on both, and 
draperies on pmlr figure outlined in Indian red. Hair, 
eyebrows, eyelashes on both and dark garment, in black. 
Vesica behind dark figure, red, and outside vesica Indian 
red. Vesica behind pink figure, some light tint now 
unrecognizable ; outside vesica probably pink. In one 
case (pink figure) the Buddhic top-knob is clearly shown, 
probably it was present in all. Tilaka also present. The 
dark and light figure alternate vertically. Very badly defaced. 
Reverse : Similar to obverse, but top pair missing. Back- 
ground outside vesica of dark figure, light. That of pink 
figure, Indian red. Work very rough. The dark saffron 
figure is the similarly robed ‘spectacled’ figure of D. x. 01, 
but lacking the care in execution. Size I3^'''x8"x -J". 

D. VI. 5. Stucco relief fragment (two pieces). Female 
head (GandharvI). Chunam ; traces of black on hair and 
eyes. Nimbus. Height 2^', width 3I". See Plate LVI. 

p. VI. 6, MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 30. One frag- 
ment, a long, narrow strip, of a document. (See Note xvi. 
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THE RUINS OF DANDAN-UILIQ 

OBJECTS FOUND IN D. vii. 


). VII. D. vn.i. Painted wooden tablet, in shape of Takhti, with 
hole through handle. Painting, with head in direction of 
handle. Seated on low throne (picked out in black lines 
forming squares, alternate squares ornamented in red) 
from which appears to flow, in front, ample green drapery, 
a cross-legged male figure; head three-quarters inclined 
to R. p. R. p. arm fle-xed across body bringing hand to 
centre of breast. In R. p. hand is held lightly a patera 
having a knob-shaped foot. In L. p, hand, which rests 
upon L. p. thigh, is held by long, gracefully curving stem, 
a lotus bud, the bud being above level of head. Arms 
appear to be in sleeves of black garment, yellow lined, 
cuffs turned back. The colour has perished on body. 
Round upper R. p. arm appears to be armlet tinted yellow. 
Loosely round neck heavy necklet having three large 
jewels divided by pairs of smaller ones. Tinted yellow. 
Tightly round throat double band, yellow. L. p. ear 
appears to sustain ornament. Traces of black hair (or 
drapery). Nimbus tinted green, shaded darker towards 
head. From head appears to fall narrow sash R, p. on 
side of shoulder, round upper arm, then outwards and 
upwards with bold sweeping double curve, the end 
appearing to flutter open on level of head. On L. p. the 
arrangement is repeated. Traces of rich red on lower 
garment. All outlines and contour lines of flesh, drapery, 
ornaments, &c., black, excepting on sash, where are some 
lines in deep red. Flesh pink ; sash pink and yellow ; 
patera yellow. Lotus, traces of pink. Suggestion of head 
ornament outlined deep red. Wood well preserved. The 
painting is remarkable for good drawing, gracefulness of 
pose, and free execution, 6 " wide, 6 ^" high. Handle 
i", thickness See Plate LXVI, 

D. vn. 2. Chinese document on paper; dated 782 a.d, ; 
translated in App. A. See Plate CXV. 

D. vn. 3. Chinese documents on paper; see App. A. 

a. Document dated in Ta-Ii period (766-779 a.d.); 
translated in App. A. See Plate CXVI. 

b. Fragment of a document. 

c. Dated in ChSng-yuan period (785-804 a.d.). 

d. Document dated 787 a.d.; translated in App. A. 
See Plate CXVI. 

D, vn. 4. Chinese documents on paper ; see App. A, 

a. Document dated a.d. 783; translated in App. A. 
See Plate CXV. 

b. Several fragments of a document. 

C. Several fragments of a document. 

d. Fragments of a document dated a.d. 789. 

e, f. Each a fragment of a document. 

D. vn. 5. Painted wooden panel. Rectangular, with 
pointed, arched top. Ground white. Two figures, one in 
upper portion of panel and one in lower. Upper : A per- 
sonage of high rank seated on piebald (or dappled) horse. 


Figure of man has long black hair tied at crown in loose 
knob with yellow band. Band round head holding in 
front elliptical jewel. Long ear. Green nimbus. Face 
three-quarters to R. p. showing somewhat Chinese features ; 
small drooping moustache. Single garment, tunic pink, 
with yellow neck-band. Scarf descends from back of 
head (apparently) and is curled round both upper arms, 
the two ends flying freely behind, indicating movement. 
Black high boots with white felt soles ; stirrups. Single 
rein held in L. hand. R. hand raised, holding patera, 
towards which a bird is flydng down. Suspended from 
girdle a sword, nearly straight, of Persian pattern. The 
horse appears to be ambling, and is high-stepping. 
Colour white with large leopard spots of black. Tail fled 
in loop. Bridle single, and apparently no' bit in mouth. 

- A large ornamental plate covers forehead and nose, with 
projecting horns — one at forehead carrying a crescent or 
Trisula ; another from nose carrying a red silk (?) mango- 
shaped knob (pompon). Many of these knobs appear on 
head, surcingle and crupper (cf. Ajanfi cave frescoes). Deep 
saddle (black) with large ‘Numdah.’ The drawing of 
horse’s legs and hoofs is very free and clever. Lower ; 
A personage of high rank seated on Bactrian (?) camel 
and passing through hilly country or sand dunes. Has 
short curly hair, wears curious sugar-loaf hat, with broad 
turned up brim having erect ‘ Vandyke ' points, There 
are marks on hat suggesting fur with spots. Red nimbus. 
Face deleted. Single garment, a loose fitting tunic, green, 
gathered below knee into red mocassins. Small feet in 
shoes or boots (yellow). Scarf from back of head (?) 
round upper arms, both ends flying free behind to sug- 
gest forward progress of camel, which is ambling. In 
L. hand nose cord of camel ; in R, upraised shell-shaped 
cup, suspended to girdle, a Persian pattern sword. 
'Zinposh' red with green border. Camel light brown. 
Long hair on under part of neck, also on front of forehead 
and a lock falling back over neck. General character of 
animal suggests the two-humped variety. Tail raised to 
suggest speed. Large canine tooth displayed over lower 
lip. All contours in black, and very free. Flesh pink, 
and shaded. Reverse plain, but has remains of dowels in 
five places, showing that the tablet was affixed to some- 
thing. 15' high, 6 ^" broad. See Plate LIX. 

D.'vrt. 6. Painted wooden panel ; rectangular. Obverse: 
Seated three-faced, four-armed figure, cross-legged, on 
cushion decorated with dice pattern in yellow, red, and 
green. Flesh blue. On arms Uttariya (yellow), armlets 
and bracelets (yellow); round neck, massive jewelled 
collar; large rings in ears; fine diadem (yellow and 
white) with pink flowers; hair, eyebrows, &.C., black. 
Hmr curling and long; Langoji tiger-skin in red and 
yellow. Long, loose collar, outlined only in black, hangs 
round neck as low as waist. Below cushion, as Vahanas, 
two bulls sitting in profile, facing inwards; humps very 
small. Face to R. and L. of centre. R. p., three-quarter 
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10 R., ciTcminatc, white, black hair, simple jewelled diadem. 
L. p,, gfotesque head, ferocious, dark llesh, eyeballs white, 
eyebrows thick and black, large mouth open. On head, 
cloic-iitung, pink I’agrf. R. p. front hand at breast hold- 
ing white object (drum, i/.t/,;.rr.v ?); R. p, back hand ndsed 
to level of head, e.r.fro ; L. ji. lower hand on thigh, grasp- 
ing i jfra ; I., upniiscd lund (?). Nimbus 

behind all three heads, rich green ,‘ vesica, line vermilion 
held, yellow l>ordcr, divided by while and Indian red lines; 
backgrountl of upjser jiart of j'anel apjKars to have been 
tinted with white ihrce-jvointcd leaves, llackground of 
lower part white. All contour lines Indian red. Rkvkilsk: 
Seated four-armed ilgure, crivs;5-leggcd on red cushion, 
decorated with large four-p-ct.al!cd ilowcrs, higlily finished; 
petals, .alternate pink and gteen, and red ccntics, .and in 
seme cases a black spot in each i»cial near centre. Cos- 
tume : yellow undergarment ornamented with large ilowcrs 
described, and coveting legs. Over this a coat, green, 
with large ilowcrs in black. Round vvaist a narrovv belt, 
to which is slung, by two double slings, a shoit, broad 
sword in ornamented sheath ; handle set at angle with 
blade. On feet, and rising to just below kticc, high boots 
(resembling Hessians), black, embroidered in yellow. 
Ornaments in yellow encircle ankles. Uitariya yellow, 


hangs over arms falling to thighs. Head three-quarter D. vu. 
face to R. ji., purely Persian. Black, almost straight hair; 
black, bushy eyebrows; thick, short beard; thin mous- 
tache, trained to sharp points. Lips full and sensuous, 
mouth smiling, slightly ojicii, showing upper teeth. Eye- 
b.ills wliitc, pupils blade. Large, heavy rings in short ears. 
Ornaments in yellow on uiipcr arms. Headdress in 
yellow, resembling a Persian tiara, retaining indications of 
diagonal pallcin on front. Round lower edge of head- 
dress is tied the Uitariya in a loose knot at back of head, 
die ends falling over .arms in usual w.ay. R. p. hand front, 
clenched, rests on thigli ; R. rear, Ujiraised, liolds flower (?). 

L, p. at breast, Vajra; L. j). rear, upraised spear-head. 

Flesh deep pink. Nimbus green, outlined white. Vesica, 
field red, Ixirdcr jsile green, divided by white line. 

Sleeves on rear arms jiurjilc with white diaper; cuffs pink 
with large green flowers. In top spandrils conventional 
four-pctallcd flower and leaves, pink on white ground. 

Whole cliaractcr of this side of pane! essentially Persian. 

Wood in good condition, i a.J' high, 8' wide, thick. 

See Plates LX, LXl. 

D. vii. 7. Chinese document on p.aper, from Hu-kuo 
Convent, translated in Ajip. A, See Plate CXVI, 


OBJECTS FOUND IN D. viii. 


D. vui. 1. Fragment of Chinese document on paper, 
in two i<icccs; translated in .Njiji. A, See Plate CXVI. 

D. vait, a. MS. on paper; Bi.lhmi; No. 31. — Note xvii. 
Two fragments of (apparently) one document, forming 


its u])i>cr light-hand quarter, in tiniSitfisM/ic (Eastern D, vui. 
Iranian) and cursive BiBiml; measuring hence 

full siic jirobahly la'xS'. Iiascribcd on one side only. 

Contents unknown. [Dr. Hocrnlc.J 


OBJECT FOUND IN D. ix. 

D. IX. I. Fragment of a Chinese document, dated 790 a.d.; translated App. A. See Plate CXVI. 


OBJECTS FOUND IN D. x. 


D, X. I. Painted wooden panel ; rccungular. P.aintcd 
one side. Very indistinct. Seated figure wearing Uitariya 
(deep red); flesh vvliiie. Vesica light, R. p. hand raised 
to breast. 4' by 7^', 3' thick, 

D. X. 3. Painted wooden panel. Oblong. Ouvehse: 
Three seated Bodhisaitvas. Firs! {K. p,): Head to R. p. 
tlucc-riuancr face. Six-i)ointcd diadem. Top-knob. 
Hair long, flowing on shoulders. R. p. forearm bare, 
bracelet. R. p. hand at breast holding Vajra, L. p. hand 
on thigh. Upper garment close fitting ; scarf round arms 
and behind back. Girdle yellow. Long loincloth. Nimbus 
yellow. Vesica blue. Hair and all contours, black; 
costume, flesh, and diadem, white (or pink). Vajra yellow. 
Second ; Head three-quarters to R. p. Wide-sleeved, 
long, yellow robe, blue bands, edged white at arm-holes ; 
deep red, long-sleeved under-coat ; hair long, curling on 


shoulders, black ; diadem white ; long-flowing blue (?) D. x. 
drapery from beneath figure falls over front of seat 
(cushion ?). Four arms : ist R. p. at breast, holding 
Vajra; and R. p. wiiii C.ikra; ist L. p. rests on thigh; 
and L. p. holds round object (lotus or fruit, or holy water 
vessel). Contour lines all black. Vesica yellow. No 
nimbus. Third'. Three heads, on c.ich yellow peaked dia- 
dem ; hair black, long, waving on shoulders ; long, narrow 
eyes : thin Cliincse moustache to front face ; front face 
three-quarters to R. p.; R. p. face to R. ; L. p. face to L. 

Four arms : ist R. p. at breast, holding cup ; and R. p. 
double object, looking like small tongs, with Vajra-shaped 
ends; ist L. p., hand on thigh; and L. p., bow. Short- 
sleeved garment (while or yellow), with wide arra-holes, 
having yellow band to each; girdle crossed at back and 
ends brought to front (pink); under-coat with long 
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. sleeves, white or yellow. Cushion red and yellow 
(brocade). Vesica, blue field, yellow border. No nim- 

■ bus. Contour lines black. Background of panel white 
or pink. Reverse: Four (?) figures seated in row, of 
which outer two are almost entirely deleted. R. p. first 
seated figure, half nude ; R. p. hand raised (?), L, p. hand 
indistinguishable. Lower garment rich red with delicate 
flower diaper in dots of white. Head quite deleted. 
Second figure in full green robe, folds and contour lines 
cleverly drawn in black; hands in lap (Dhyanamudra 
attitude); head to L. p., eyes outlined in black, the outer 
angle continued in a single line almost to top of ear, 
giving precisely the effect of spectacles. Hair of both 
this and third figure appears to be partially shaved. 
Nimbus. Third figure similar to second, but head three- 
quarters to R. p. ; same curious elongation of outer angle 
of eyes. Nimbus light. Robe rich red. Fourth figure 

• too fragmentary to make out lo" x 4|" very soft, both 
colours and wood. See Plate LXIV. 

b. X. 4. Painted wooden panel; rectangular, Four 
figures are represented, three being to the same scale, 
only half length. The fourth a full figure, seated, and to 
smaller scale. Beginning R. p., first figure, female, three- 
quarter face to L. p., dressed in simple, short-sleeved 
yellow vest, with pink diaper pattern, over under-coat of 
green, with long sleeves tight at wrist. On head a diadem, 
yellow, composed of two transverse fillets, holding a num- 
ber of short upright fillets. Nimbus. L. p. arm outstretched 
to full e.'dent, slightly raised, finger pointing to diadem of 

• second figure. Flesh pink. Hair long and curly, black. 
Eyes black. All contour lines red, excepting those of 
folds on green sleeve, black. Second figure, female, three- 
quarter face to R. p., wearing simple yellow or pale-green 
vest, similar to first, spotted with simple flower pattern. 
Arms bare. Hair long, curly, drooping in many curls on 
to shoulders. Elongated ear. Face very Persian. On 
hair, which is dressed high, an elaborate jewel, elliptical, 
a centre gem surrounded by border divided by radiating 
lines, bound to head by fillet, and what appear to be 
several loose upward curling ends. Nimbus. Eyebrows 
and upper lashes, black.' Contour lines of vest black; 
of face, arms, and nimbus, red. Behveen first and second 
-figures a basket containing cocoons. Third figure, seated 
cross-legged on cushion (cf. D. ii. oio). Head three- 
quarters to R. p. ; pink, short-sleeved vest ; green, long 
sleeves to under-coat. Lower part of legs and feet appear 
to be covered by boots. Four arms. R. p. front hand at 
breast, holding small object ; L. p. front hand on thigh ; 

R. p. hand back, upraised, holding spear-head (?); L. p. 
hand back, upraised, holding object indistinguishable. 
Dark coloured nimbus. Between third and fourth figures 
representation of a weaving frame (yellow), with horizontal 
warp. Fourth figure, standing, three-quarter face to R. p., 
holding in R. p. hand an instrument resembling a weaving 
comb or brush. Vest pink, diapered with large flowers, 
white, outlined red. Head similar to first figure, and has 
similar headdress. Eyebrows, eyes, hair, black; flesh 
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• pink ; all contour lines, red. Nimbus yellow. To L. p. 

■ of figure outlines in red, possibly meant to represent the 
framework drum used in spinning silk thread. Whole of 
background of panel appears to have been painted light 

• pink; on this petal-shaped daubs of dark pink. Wood well 
preserved, fairly hard. r8" (appr.) long, qf" high, -i" 
thick. See Plate LXIII. 

P. X. 5. Painted wooden panel. Obverse: Triraurti 
figure, seated cross-legged upon a low seat covered with 
diced material. Figure, dark blue (slate colour), and has 

• four arms, two upraised, holding in L. p. flower with long, 
yellow stalk ; in R. a wheel-like object. R. p. lower rests 
with hand on R. thigh, holding Vajra (?); L, at level of 
chest holds indistinguishable object. Feet a good deal 
damaged, but the R. one appears to have been painted 
twice, as though a correction of careless painting. Round 
loins a tiger-skin (yellow with black markings). Bracelets 
(simple bangles), yellow, on all four wrists. Armlets at 
biceps are of usual half-lotus pattern, yellow. Narrow 
scarf goes round arms, as usual, and falls from them down 
to thighs ; appears to have been green. There is also 

. a thread-like chaplet (in black) tied into bows, and appears 
to hang round neck as in prototype of this picture, D.vir.6. 
Centre head three-quarters to R. p. Third eye present. 
Two wrinkles on neck. Thin, black wiry moustache; 
smiling mouth. Black, waving, long hair. Head crowned 
with high crown (yellow) having Cakra-like ornament in 
front. Rings in both ears. L. p. head yellow, large- 
mouthed, coarse and fearsome ; matted hair, green. Eye- 
brows thick and frowning, R. head deleted entirely. Al[ 
flesh outlines and features in Indian red. Eyebrows, eye- 
lashes, drapery outlines, and Vajra in black. Aureole out- 
lined in red. Ground of panel Indian red. Reverse : 

■ Horseman, (very Persian) on dappled grey horse to R. p. 
Tight-fitting, long-sleeved under-garment. Short-sleeved 
upper-garment reaching to knees. Top-boots. Belt, and 
long, straight sword slung by two slings to belt. Saddle 
rising in front and back. Numdah, from under which 
passes rope-like girth. Simple bridle and surcingle. The 
pose of tire horse is that of prototype D. vii. 5, and similar 
to usual Persian tiles of princes hawking, L. p. hand 
holds lightly single rein ; R. hand upraised holds a patera. 
Cap high and of sugar-loaf shape, with edge turned up 
and ‘ vandyked.' Face, three-quarters to right, white and 
plump. Features delicate. Nose straight. Hair black, 
slightly bushy. Nimbus. Ear small, with small black 
earring. Two wrinkles on neck. Flying slightly down- 
wards and towards figure, an unmistakable wild duck 
(black), with beak slightly opened. Indications of hilly 
country or sandhills. Flesh white. Under-garment 
yellow; coat greyish pink. Cap, patera, saddle, while. 
Numdah, nimbus, yellow. Sword, hair, and all outlines, 
black. ii"x S-J-", thick. See Plate LXII. 

D. X. 6. Inscribed wooden beam. Oblong, with one 
line of writing in cursive Brahmi characters. Original 

' thickness sawn off to facilitate transport. Left end (com- 
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niencement) has suffered by decay ; right complete. Face 
well smoothed. Wood in perfectly good condition, except 
left end. Length 42", width 4", thickness about ij-" 
(originally 4"). 

Inscription in ‘unknown' (Eastern Iranian) language; 
interspersed corrupt Sanskrit (ktdala-mtda, Bodhisattvd). 
Transcription from Dr. Barnett's eye-copy ; — 


1 

2 3 4 

5 

6 

7 

? 

ne ? bb (?) 

H^(?) 

z(?) 

jsa 

8 

9 ' 10 

11 

12 

13 

ham 

? irl (?) 

[r]e (?) 

Pam (?) 

ne 

14 

15 16 

17 18 19 

20 
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Fa 
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25 

2G 

27 

me 

-mil- la bo- 

dhyau 

sa- 

ivyati 

23 

29 30 

31 32 

33 

jsa 

ham bn 

ho ba (?) [/«]« (?) 

34 

35 36 

37 



kva (?) 

pa (?) ri 

ham [Dr. i 

Hoernle]. 



D. X. 7. Painted wooden panel ; rectangular. Obverse: 
Almost indistinguishable, rough sketch in black, outline of 
seated Buddha (?) with almsbowl in lap. Reverse: 
Sketch (very spirited and good), standing Bodhisattva. 
Pose free. Slightly inclined to R. p., head inclined (three- 
quarter face) R. p. Upper part of body slightly bent for- 
ward, throwing weight on Trisula which is grasped by L. p. 
hand on level with head. Lower end of Trisula rests upon 
disc upon which figure stands. L. p. foot advanced, weight 
of body being thrown on to R. p. leg. R. p. hand seems to 
rest on upper part of thigh, in front. Figure has mous- 
tache and very Chinese cast of face. Diadem. Necklet 
with jewel, armlets, girdle, the long ends of which float 
freely at each side. From below girdle, a garment which 
bears resemblance to old Chinese leather plate armour; 
on legs and feet top-boots, or boots and greaves. Upper 
part of body probably enveloped in close-fitting vest. 
Hair long, to shoulders. Nimbus and vesica. Wood 
well-preserved. 5" x 3", thickness |". 

D. X. 8. Painted wooden panel, badly damaged, with 
very little of colour remaining. Four-armed Triraurti 
figure, seated cross-legged. Figure clothed in tight-fitting, 
long-sleeved white vest. Tiger-skin round middle with 
point rising in front as in D. vii. 6. Simple lines encir- 
cling wrists seem to indicate stitching or cuffs. Massive 
yellow armlet is visible on L. p. arm ; L. p. lower hand 
rests on thigh and holds Vajra. R. lower arm is thrown 
round neck of Sakti who kneels on his R. tliigh. The 
remaining two arms are upraised, with hands grasping 
objects (unrecognizable). Long neck cord, tied into bows 
at intervals. Centre face .almost deleted, turned three- 
quarters to R. ; direction of glance appears to be down- 
wards at ^akti. There are traces of the third eye. Hair 
apparently long and wavy. Crown of usual Iranian type. 
Legs and feet bare. Fearful face to L. p. has usual 


heavy mouth, eyebrows very arched and dipping low over D. 
nose. ^ A third eye clearly visible. Face to R. effaced. 
The Sakti kneels on R. thigh of deity, body in profile, 
apparently enveloped in long, simple stola, with tight 
sleeves to wrist. The head is thrown slightly back and is 
three-quarter face. With R. hand she raises a cup to the 
deity. Type of Persian Houri. Well drawn eyebrows, 
highly arched ; eyes long ; mouth sensual ; chin and neck 
full. Comple.xion white, pink cheeks, down the side of 
which ripples a lovelock. This face perfectly preserved, 
while remainder of painting is almost gone. Colour of 
^akti’s garment green (?). Outlines of flesh throughout 
panel Indian red ; those of draperies black. Background 
of vesica Indian red, with border of green. Outside this 
Indian red. Size io-|"x7^"; thickness 5". See Plate 
LXII. 

D. X. 9. MS. on paper ; Brahmi ; No. 33. Numerous 
very small fragments of a leaf. — Note .xix. Nos. 33, 37, 

38. All belong to one leaf, numbered 51, being its left 
portion with string-hole, 3^" X oi" > probably full size 
Sl^'x 15", with five lines on page. Language : mn-San- 
skrilic (Proto-Tibetan ?). Characters : upright Gupta of 
eighth century. [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. X. 10. a. MS. on paper ; Brahmi ; No. 34. One 
Large fragment, left side with string-hole, but number lost. 

— Note XX. Nos. 34 and 33, All belong to one leaf^ 
number of which, however, is missing. The existing left 
portion, with string-hole, measures 3^"x6"; probably full 
size 3i''xi6", with five lines on page. Language: >w//- 
Sanskrtlic (Proto-Tibetan ?). Characters : upright Gupta 
of eighth century. N.B. The foregoing two MSS., though 
similar in some respects, are different in paper and script. 

[Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. X. 10. b. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 33. Numerous 
very small fragments of a leaf. See Note xx., above. 

D. X. 10. c. a. MS. on paper ; Brahmi ; No. 36. Six 
fragments : two larger, four very small. — Note xxi, -'Ul 
belong to one (or several?) large leaf of a IMS. in Sanskrit, 
and upright Gupta characters of the seventh or eighth 
century; similar to the large-leaved MS. of the Bhumi- 
parivarta (see Note i.) found in D. in., but a different 
MS. to judge from paper and handwriting. [Dr. Hoernle.] 

D. X. 10. c. /J. MS. on paper; Brahmi; No. 37. One 
large fragment, left side with string-hole, numbered 51. 

See Note -xi.x., above. 

D. X. 10. d. BIS. on paper ; Brahmi ; No. 38. Numerous 
very small fragments of a leaf. Sec Note xix., .above. 

D. X. II. Painted wooden panel ; rect.angular, much 
effaced. Seated figure, Buddha (?), full face; in vesica, 
with nimbus. Robe appears to be blue. Vesica some 
light colour; nimbus dark red; hair (with top-knob) 
black. Background green (?). Small hole pierced in 
centre near top edge. Wood fairly hard. 

5' thick. 
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[Chap. IX 


THE RUINS OF DANDAN-UILIO 

OBJECTS FOUND IN D. xu. 


D. xn. D. xn. i. Stucco relief fragment. Gandham. Chu- 
nam, traces of colour. Flying figure, head, upper portion 
of body and arms as D. xu. 5. From waist downwards 
figure curves towards R. p., the legs being extended 
horizontally. Supported in outstretched hands a festoon 
of cloth, doubled end blowing freely out from R. p. hand. 
Red on background, traces of pink on flesh, and red 
contour lines. long, 3^" wide. See Plate LVI. 

D. xn. 2. Stucco relief fragment. Gandharvi. Replica 
D. xu. 5. L. p. arm missing below amulet. Lotus 
missing. 

D. xn. 3. Stucco relief fragment. Gandharvi. Replica 
D. XII. 5. Head, R. p. hand missing. Lotus complete ; 
coloured pink. 

D. xn. 5. Stucco relief fragment. Gandharvi, Chunam, 


coloured. Female figure, rising from large-petalled lotus. 
Body rather gross and masculine. Hair tied in high, 
loose knob, divided over forehead and carried behind ears 
to shoulders; large rings in ears; necklet of flat beads; 
large bead, pendant; bead amulets on upper arms; 
bracelets at wrists; girdle of beads attached apparently 
to a band which falls from armpit. Both hands clenched 
and raised to level of shoulders. Nimbus. Hair, eye- 
brows, eyelashes and pupils, black ; flesh, pink ; contour 
lines and halo, red. Height, from girdle to lulo, 3}'. 
Width, hand to hand, 3-J'. See Plate LVI. 

D. xn. 6. Fragment of wooden vessel, to which are 
adhering, both inside and outside, portions of paper with 
upright Gupta characters, very black. The paper, in 
some cases several layers thick, is wrapped over broken 
edges. Length 75', width 3', thickness I*. 


OBJECTS BROUGHT TO RAWAK, PROBABLY FROM D. xiii. 


D. xin. D. oox. Judaeo-Persian document on paper,brought 
to Rawak on Jan. 5, igor (see below, pp. 306 sqq.). 
Fragment of a sheet 16" high; sides badly torn. See 
Plate CXIX. 

D. 002. Stucco fragment, with Chinese inscription in 


three columns, enclosed in rectangle. Painted in black 
on white or tint wash ground. liluch deleted. Grey 
clay, very brittle and friable. Brought to Rawak on 
Jan. 3, 1901 (see below, p. 309), 6J'x5'x ij". 


OBJECTS BROUGHT BY TURDl. 


D. (T.) D. (T.) 01. Stucco relief fragment. Gandhanl. Chu- 
nam, traces of pink colour. Replica D. i. 014. 

D, (T.) 02. Stucco relief fragment. Gandharvi. Chu- 
nam, traces of colour. For detail of head, cf. D. i. 43 ; 
for detail of body cf. D, i. 014. Height width at 
elbows See Plate LVI. 

D. (T.) 03. Stucco relief fragment. Gandharvi. Chu- 
nam, traces of colour. Lower half, L. p. wrist and top of 
nimbus missing. Replica D. i. 02. Height 3}', width 33-". 

D. (T.) 04, Stucco relief fragment. Head, Buddha (?). 
Chunam, traces of colour. Replica D. i. 53. Height 

- O ^ 

D.-(T.) 05. Stucco relief fragment. Head of Buddha (?). 
Chunam, traces of colour. Replica D. i. 33. Height y. 

D. (T.) 07. Stucco relief fragment. Ornament, Chu- 
nam, uaces of colour. Replica D. i. 44, 

D. (T.) 08. Stucco relief fragment. Figure of Buddha. 
Chunam, coloured. Replica D. i. o 3 . Waist upwards 
missing, feet missing. Height 4'. 

D.(T.)o 9. Stucco relief fragment Standing Buddha; 
upj.xir liaif; head mbsing. Chunam, no colour. Sharp 
tool matks. Replica D. i. ri. 


D.(T.) 010. Stucco relief fragment. Standing Buddha; 
torso. Chunam, no colour. Replica D. i. ti. 

D. (T.) on. Stucco relief fragment. Ornament. Chu- 
nam, no colour. Replica D. i. 93. See Plate LVII. 

D. (T.) 012. Stucco relief fragment (two pieces). Hand 
grasping object; colossal. Red clay, traces of colour. 
L. p. hand grasping billet, palm upward (?); all fingers 
and thumb broken off; fractures show thin wooden cores. 
Traces of pink colour. Billet measures 34-' length, ij' 
width, i' thickness, and is rectangular. An incised line 
runs round upper surface about from edges (suggesting 
movable panel), i^' from upjier end four incised lines 
are drawn round three sides (fourth left rough), suggesting 
a ligature of cord, under which midway between long 
edges of top surface lies a raised circular dbc j-j' diam. 
(suggesting a seal), i' from lower end three incised lines 
are drawn round billet. Ti’.cse two ligatures are con- 
nected on upper surface of billet by two ir.ciictl iines 
running diagon.iHy from edge to edge. ( 1 lie j'-urjicre of 
these ligatures would appear to be to keep the movable pane! 
secure, and the seal to prevent lanq/eiing with fa=.tctiing). 
Billet broken near centre, exj-Osing remaiiij of woollen 
core. Billet coloured white, wiili black edge to ai! 
surfaces (except under, which is tnihiiijIicJ), \ery ftixb.e. 
See Plate LXX.WIII. 



viii] 


Onjl-XTS HXCAVATUD AT DAKDANXILIQ 


GOa 


D, Cf-) OU- tclicf fr,iK»'cnl3. S-ii',<cfs (fi-.ir 

j,cvi>); ti'o-i-Ai. !vc 4 vliV. ijACci I'f IVt- 

S - fvor 0;.c jj j<in lo io I\ (T.) 

D. (T.) OH. Slticco relief fr,(giiic«t; I'J "(i** iC I •*- n-.i!. 

5*,‘.ec^ vf I'twC. II. J- 

» j', jT. 

D. (r.)0!5. SUiceo f"(* *5 •• C *» t from wmII, n j- - m-*! * f 

^ V y C«AV '**»''» V' A* 4 T *•’' J f '• *t 

cf Cv' “li*' 

?'»,,»*•. 

» r — * 


D.iT.)oi!j. Kre.ivO fr.'.Kf.KsU on !il;ikCe>. sj. 

r’i i::c r,.;i;«!e e; z'^'f elsy. -i:. I T;jii:5 

-o'*- k*"! •♦* k,.t|..^ f»i 

c/a^-5 • }' -.A s 

»r* I >-■.. 'VitV » T i ^ I 

5 f *; ) A’-' *..f? Ks!. 

^ V ■ ft, j il i i t; ■ ^, I »%.. c V, \ c ?■■ t J- ^*c c i *4«c 


113, oi'j* V tcriiCo fr ^.(^0* c n V o j\ %Vvi c ^ 0| *■* w,-*!* * 
C-iJic ^i<;r tU/. At. S l.’'.A-:ij iti 

»' J t ' "S' j‘fc * '•' .'i 1 1 X »A*- », vi»^f 



ir;/ fj<r, Tc* !- :-'<v <- f a U-';;C f * i. 

ir** i V( •■'. 


c;j wi-ih JW'rM' *-0 

*’«<•) A 'f S*1 C'itJtiC 

ilJ xui CS'7r^’.;:r: rt? 


v*;!« .:) W.,i { ;j 


i vi.-'c 

A' V V *5 


lA- 


J:5 


if. '■• ;i 


r-c!J "a.l!) ;:r:;> 
*.'i fj^ey e--r0.ft. 




rei.1 ty ]>*. (i-i ',;:,c) £,} ■■■} !f.i ..J *•'/»,-; 

A.-?? (!) Iri ■!\%l (■:.; 4 >/) U r.! J.: Un .'o' '.)/ 
;:..S i,;.r: ■/“•'?•'. Vc:y fj.illr, (-;;■•)• 


Kr.c LVUl. 



D. ^T.) oj3. ms. oa paper; ili.llin!!; No. jj. One I.rf>;c D. (T.) 
fi.i.!i«c!i!, fiv ia miiiiiic I'f a (iociuncni.— Noio xvtii. Fra;;- 
ir.cn! le'iiiif;! !i) iljc iniJil.'c of a (FKtiinciit in fi.'ifS>:ti- 
;2y(.':<r (Fr-Icjn IiAniait). In eiit>c4 on one side only, in 
cut'i'.c I!/.i!in-.!. Fire 4 * X.}'. [Dr. Hocfnie.] 

D. (T.) ooj. a. IJronec npoon, inij crfccl and in many 
(sa ;r.;c!t;-:. IrCiiy,;!!, is.iltnive of Imndic, aloiit 7 '. Wiil;h 
\>t !. ii..! a!» If! 1 j*. Atif.;Ic of to tl [o lui'.iliV, very wide ; 
and laicra! cnrvasnre of ioal inelf, very ihl. Fee I’l.iic LI. 

D.(T.) 001 , b. Seven bron;c frajjiiicnl-’j, apjiarcntly be- 

t'. *' .‘t »♦' *'} A«,0»,iCf r|*k.-''»K 

D. (.T.'Sooi. c. Uroaac brooch, 1 *, cnipiiw!. Omcr 
f !,.;e jb.j-.ii lead ornin'.cn!, ■-»i:!i i..itrii-..- fdici ; vviiliin thia 
a lii! lint of jeltic ot niavs, di'.;-.!cd in'.o ciglit c<'tUa! 
•-•.rr.-.fn:.. In ersn.'c, cliii '.ital tr_i -.ial, or [eblde, or g!a;?, 
ra •.;d and inui 'lin.dcd iiy C./.vUa.inv; nlle!, onlad.o v.i'.icii 
a n.-a- of i.ra,!n, lUvl; p.Iain ; tcm-iiia of broken rharik. 

<:e VU-.C LI. 

D. (T.) 001. il. IJcada .and gl.j.a.a fr.agmcnU; l ink 
j-eil Ic !-:i.!, j .creed ; i < recia.ri (f) bead, ungbacd, 
e>.i...rc‘i j a.c r.|'ti.i.k. . fr— grjier.i of bgb; rnr r|uon.e giar 5 ; 

(uzvz.ci'.i of f.nc I iae gb-v; uaJcr.-.iurn fragirrcirt cf i!a!c. 

D. 4 T.) oot. c. Two broirze riiign, roken and itr.ixr- 
*ev*. \\iy ...-n a..'! ngi.!* lirve ecntan.a a ycIiOarr-Ii 
j'c; '.Ic ; olL:r bw f. r drrcc iion.cs. 

D.(T.)ooj. f. Half of bronze Iwcczera. Fee l‘i.r:c LL 

U. iT.) ooj. g. Hroazc tdyle; irclaUy u-cd !o 3 j.|!y 
ti tc;;}i: g nuilcr to eyelid, cv .'■'cc 1 ‘Iaic LL 

D. fT.) 001. It. Sntall plate, c.V.tig.vtcd, cUiptical, « x 
vt.tii t.o'e if cavJ) ci.d; might Le from j.ii.irani armour. 

See i'ii'.c LL 

D. (T.) 00 ;. 1. Odd fragment:! of metal. 



CHAPTER X 

FROM DANDAN-UILIQ TO THE NIYA RIVER 

Section I.— THE RAWAK SITE 

’'Jo On the 3rd of January, igor, the explorations at Dandan-Uiliq were completed. The camels 

had, in accordance with previous instructions, duly arrived from the Keriya river; and my men, 
who had suffered from the long exposure to the cold of the wintry desert and the brackish 
water, were all eager for the start to less desolate surroundings. Before, however, finally leaving 
for the Keriya river, I decided to visit some ruins of which Turdi had spoken as situated to 

the north and known to treasure-seekers by the name of Rawak (‘ High Mansion'). 

On the morning of the 4th of January I paid off and dismissed to Tawakkel a portion of 

my little force of labourers. With the rest I set out to the north, and after marching across 

gradually rising broad ridges of sand for a distance representing about seven miles in a straight 
line, reached once more easier ground, where the appearance of potsherds on the loess between 
the dunes indicated the former existence of habitations. Camp was pitched at a spot between loess 
terraces deeply eroded by the wind, where exceedingly brackish water was reached after sinking 
a well to a depth of about 7 feet. On the next day Turdi guided me to where, behind 
a long-stretching ridge of sand, some 60 ft. high, the ruins were situated at a distance of about 
■ unds of one mile due north of my camp. They proved to consist of two low and much-decayed mounds, 
nwak. which looked like the last remains of small Stupas. But repeated diggings, together with the 
effects of erosion, had rendered the shape of the superstructure quite unrecognizable, and even 
the foundations very difficult to distinguish. So much, however, was clear on examination - of 
the debris that the structures must have been composed of sun-dried bricks, probably about 
3 inches in thickness. The smaller mound to the east showed what might have been a Stupa 
base about 10 feet square, with layers of red burned loess embedded among the debris. The 
second mound, situated about 50 feet to the Avest, seemed to show the foundations of some 
circular structure, measuring about 32 feet in diameter. 

From among the ddbris of ancient pottery, broken glass, &c., which strew the ground near 
the mounds, I picked up a small fragment of remarkably hard greyish stucco (D. R. 003), on 
which the practised eye of Turdi at once discovered traces of a thin gold-layer. Judging from 
its shape, this piece is likely to have belonged to a statue that had once been gilded. The 
material has been proved by Professor Church’s analysis (see App. F) to be unusually crystalline 
plaster of Paris. At the back there appear what look like markings left by a canvas backing. 
Specimens of the glass and terra-cotta fragments found here are shown in the descriptive list 
under D. R. 001, 4, while D. R. 002 comprises beads of glass and stone picked up on different 
parts of the site. 

:onditionof The remains of a small structure built in timber and plaster, about 40 yards to the south 
u“is. mounds, were found completely destroyed by recent burrowings ; and this has undoubtedly 
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been the fate of whatever ruin the movement of the dunes may have exposed here in recent 
times. As the dunes at this site rise to heights over 25 feet, and are proportionately large, 
they are likely to cover more buildings ; but only in one place, about a quarter of a mile 
north-east of my camp, did we succeed in tracing below the sand the remains of a house built 
with timber. Its walls, including the usual posts, had decayed by previous erosion to within 
a few feet of the ground. They were found now buried under the slope of a high dune, which, 
rising immediately above the ruin, rendered it impossible to clear more than a single room. This 
had formed apparently the south-east corner of the building, and measured 15 by 12 feet. 

Only a single find rewarded, the search, but this one had special interest. It consisted of 
an inscribed wooden tablet (D. R. 01), in. long and in. high, found broken in two pieces, 
and of a second tablet (D. R. 02), which originally must have fitted the former exactly, but was 
only recovered as a fragment. The obverse of the first tablet shows five lines of cursive 
Brahml writing, which, though the ink has faded with the decaying surface of the wood, could 
yet be completely deciphered by Dr. Hoernle; its reverse is left blank. The preserved portion 
of the second tablet has on its obverse part of a raised square socket manifestly intended for 
a seal, while the reverse displays three legible lines of cursive Brahmi, Three holes drilled 
through both tablets in identical positions (one in the centre of the seal cavity, and two about 
an inch from the opposite edge) undoubtedly served for a fastening string. Plate CVI shows 
the obverse of both tablets, and will help to explain the arrangement. The latter did not 
suggest itself at once, and I doubt whether it could have been established with full certainty 
had not the fortunate discovery at the Niya River Site of those many Kharosthi documents 
on wood, to be described in the next chapter, readily furnished the clue. 

On comparing the ‘double rectangular tablets’ in Kharosthi script, of which specimens are 
shown in Plates XCIV, XCV, XCVII,it will be easily recognized that the arrangement followed in 
writing these documents and in securing their contents against unauthorized inspection was the 
model from which the fashion illustrated by these Brahml tablets had descended. They too 
form, in fact, a ‘ double rectangular tablet’, to use the terminology explained in the next chapter, 
the first forming the complete ‘ under-tablet ’, while in the fragmentary second tablet we have 
a portion of the ‘ covering-tablet ' which took the place of an envelope. But the long period 
which had passed between the writing of those Kharosthi documents in the third century of 
our era and the time of the unique Rawak tablet, probably early in the eighth century, had 
witnessed minor modifications in the use of this ancient wooden stationery. The side rims of 
the under-tablet have disappeared in the Rawak document, and this omission has necessitated 
a change in the ingenious method of fastening, though the seal-socket on the covering-tablet 
is retained. Instead of being passed transversely over both tablets and secured in grooves below 
the clay seal, as in the case of the Kharosthi documents of this class, the string was here 
threaded in some manner through the three holes above mentioned and sealed down in the 
socket. The device was equally effectual for the purpose of uniting the pair of tablets and 
preventing unauthorized inspection of the matter recorded on the inner sides, but it is less neat 
and strong than the older method, and the only possible advantage of the change could have 
lain in the simplification of the make of the tablets and a consequent cheapening of their pro- 
duction. Dr. Hoernle’s transcript shows that the language of this curious document on wood 
was the same Eastern Iranian dialect in which the paper documents of Dandan-Uiliq are 
written ; of its purport nothing can be asserted at present. Independently, however, of its 
contents, the record may claim interest as another striking proof that the quasi-archaic use of 
wood as a writing material by the side of paper survived down to die eighth century. . 
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FROM DANDAN-UILIQ TO THE NIYA RIVER [Chap.X 

The scanty remains of Rawak did not yield records wliich, like the Chinese documents of 
Dandan-Uiliq, would enable us to gauge Avith approximate accuracy the time when the site 
was deserted. Yet the coins picked up near the ruins afford useful chronological guidance. 
Of the six coins found five Avere small copper pieces Avithout legends, of the type current under 
both Han dynasties and probably for some time later S Avhile the sixth bears the mark of the 
K'ai-yiian period (713-741 a.d,). From the absence of any later issues, such as turned up at 
Dandan-Uiliq, and from the predominance of pieces Avithout legends, I am inclined to infer 
that the settlement represented by Ratvak Avas probably deserted somcAvhat earlier than that 
of Dandan-Uiliq. For this Ave might account without difficulty by its outlying and hence more 
exposed position. 


OBJECTS FOUND AT RAWAK NEAR DANDAN-UILIQ. 


D. R. D. R. 01. Inscribed wooden tablet (in two pieces); 

forming under-tablet of D. R. 02. Cursive Brahmi writing, 
five lines, on obverse. Language, Eastern Iranian; 19-20 
Aksaras to the line. Three string-holes. Wood decaying 
through salt impregnation. Size 5^" x 3^". See Plate C VI. 

D. R. 02. Inscribed wooden tablet, frag, of covering- 
tablet of D. R. or ; on reverse three lines of cursive 
Brahmi characters, 19-20 per line. On obverse raised 
socket for seal. from R. edge a small string-hole. 
Impregnated with salt. 5^" x See Plate CVI. 

D.R. ooi. a. Fragment of glass vessel, foot, 
b. Fragment of glass, rich blue. 5^" x 

D. R. 002. Glass and stone beads, &c. a. Opaque 
green glass round bead. Diam. b. Small pink pebble 
round bead. Diam. c. Do., do. elongated bead. 


Diam. I"; length d. Broken small blue glass bead, 
e. Small bronze rectangular plate, with rib along centre. 

I'xr 

D. R. 003. Stucco fragment, probably from some sculp- 
ture. Very hard plaster of Paris, with greyish marble-like 
surface, and traces of gilding. On back appears a perfect 
matrix of the coarse canvas used as a backing. The 
fragment has been subjected to fire. Size 3" x 3^- 

D. R. 004. a. Two terra-cotta fragments with traces of 
dark green glaze, xi^". 

D. R. 004. Miscellaneous fragments, b. Fragment of 
talc. i\''x^'- c. Eight small fragments of glass, showing 
moulded work. One piece has a tubular edge. d. Frag- 
ment of stone (crystal), e. Small gutta-shaped piece of 
glass, with hole at thin end. 


Section II. — A JUDAEO-PERSIAN DOCUMENT 

Objects The day I spent at RaAvak did not end Avithout further finds, though it Avas not this 

brought gjjg furnished them. On my return from the find-place of the Brahmi document on 

dan-Uiiiq. wood I was surprised to see my camp joined again by a small party from among the men 
I had dismissed at Dandan-Uiliq. More enterprising than the rest, they had put off the start 
for TaAvakkel in order to indulge freely for a day or two in the traditional pastime of ‘ treasure- 
seeking’. While thus engaged, they related, they had scraped aAvay the sand outside the 
broken walls of the apartment left unexcavated at the south-east corner of the ruin D. xiii , 
and there, apparently among miscellaneous debris of stucco and timber dating from earlier 
diggings, they had come upon the two antiques Avhich they now brought to me in the hope 
of a small reAvard. One Avas a piece of coarse friable stucco, of the kind used as Avail plaster 
in all the Dandan-Uiliq structures, showing some much-effaced Chinese characters painted in 
three lines. The other find Avas a lump of thin brownish paper so closely crumpled that I found 
it quite impossible at the time to attempt its unfolding. On one edge, hoAvever, I could make 

' See above, p. 282. 


' For a specimen, see Plate LXXXIX, 9. 
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out some characters resembling cursive Hebrew. It was not until this tightly-compressed piece 
of ancient waste-paper had undergone careful treatment at the expert hands of Mr. Hunt, of 
the MS, Department of the British Museum, that it resolved itself into the relatively large 
but unfortunately much-mutilated fragment of a Judaeo-Persian document, seen in Plate CXIX. 

The extant portion of the document, witli its closely-written thirty-seven lines, covers one side 
of a piece of paper nearly i6 inches in height and apparently preserving its original dimensions 
in that direction. The original width of the paper cannot be ascertained, as the fragment is 
badly torn on either side and presents ragged edges ; the actual width varies from 4 to 8 inches. 

In view of the forgeries practised by Islam Akhun, of which I had acquired convincing Question of 
evidence before leaving Khotan, and the story of which I was subsequently able to expose 
I had exercised the closest watch while the excavations were proceeding in order to be able 
by personal observation to authenticate any antiquarian finds. The want of equally precise 
testimony was hence keenly felt by me in the case of the two curious finds now brought to 
me after my departure. I cross-examined the several men who alleged that they had been 
present at the discovery, and found their separate statements to agree well. A post-factum 
inspection of the find-place held out little hope of additional assurance, since I knew that the 
loose sand and ddbris from which the small objects had avowedly been scraped out could not 
possibly retain any distinct trace of their position, A return to Dandan-Uiliq would have meant 
a delay of at least one or t^vo days, and this I was obliged to avoid out of consideration 
for the practical difficulties likely to arise if the heavily-laden camels, which had already sub- 
sisted for five days on the scantiest of rations and practically without water, were to be kept 
in this condition beyond the . carefully calculated programme. 

In the introductory note prefixed to Professor Margoliouth’s paper, where the Judaeo-Persian Proofs of 
document was published for the first time I have already explained the above circumstances Q^jects^^ 
as well as the possibilities which a priori presented themselves as to the real origin of these 
finds. I have shown there that, unless these objects were of modern origin and had been 
purposely taken along from Tawakkel or Khotan to Dandan-Uiliq on the chance of an oppor- 
tunity offering to sell them to me as antiques, they could only have either been found under 
the. conditions alleged by the men, or else abstracted in the course of my excavations at some 
other structure and secreted for a time with a view to subsequently securing some special 
reward. Fortunately the first-named supposition, rendered improbable at the outset by several 
weighty considerations, need not be examined any further, since the expert analysis of the 
document itself, as recorded in detail in the above publication, has furnished conclusive proof 
of its 'antiquity in respect of both script and paper. 

For the palaeographic evidence as regards the Hebrew writing of the document, it will 
suffice to refer to Mr. Cowley's remarks embodied in Prof Margoliouth's paper which is reproduced 
in Appendix C. These show clearly that ‘the writing is throughout more archaic than that of 
the Persian deed of 1021’, the oldest Judaeo-Persian document previously known, and stands 
midway between that deed and the remains of the third and fourth centuries. The result of Microscopi- 
the microscopical examination which Prof J. Wiesner has been kind enough to effect of a specimen 
taken from the margin of the document, is equally decisive. The opinion of this distinguished , 

expert, whose detailed researches into the material of the paper MSS, and documents contained, 
in Dr. Hoernle's and my own collections, have for the first time elucidated the early history 

“ See below, chap. xv. sec, 1 . 'Ey D. S. Margoliouth ; ■with an Introductory Note by M. A. 

’ See An early Judaeo-Persian Document from Khotan, Stein and communications from W. Bacher, A. E. Cowley, and 

in the Stein Collection, with other early Persian Documents, . J. Wiesner, in J.R.A.S., 1903, pp. 735 sqq. ^ 
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of paper manufacture in Central Asia, will be found reproduced in the same Appendix. It- 
proves that the paper of the Judaco- Persian document could not be distinguislied in make 
from the paper of other ancient documents (Chinese, Brrihmi) excavated by me at Dandan-Uiliq, 
while on the other hand it was found to differ entirely in substance and structure from the modern 
Khotan paper which lias e.xclusively served as material for the forged MSS. and ‘block prints' 
from Islam Akhun’s factory. 

Thus there remains only the question as to whether the document was picked up in the 
alleged place and manner, or obtained in the course of my excavations at some other ruin of 
the site. Personally I am strongly inclined to credit the men’s story ; for the strict supervision 
exercised over the labourers would have rendered the abstraction of objects, especially such 
a relatively bulky one as the Chinese stucco inscription, distinctly difiicult. But this question 
fortunately does not affect in any way the conclusion to be drawn as to the age of the document, 
or the historical and philological interest of its contents. 

From Prof. Margolioutii’s translation and notes, reproduced in Appendix C, it will be seen 
that the document represents tlie much-mutilated fragment of a letter written by a Persian-speaking 
Jew, and mainly relating to certain business affairs. Owing to the extent of the lost portions, 
not a single line being complete, it has been impossible for Prof. Margoliouth to attempt to 
make out a continuous sense ; but more important from an antiquarian standpoint than the 
general contents is the reference made in line 23 to the ‘ Ispahbud ’. As pointed out by 
Prof. Margoliouth, only one of the successive rulers of Tabaristun can be meant here, whose 
distinctive title Ispahbud is well known from Muhammadan historians. As a reference to 
Tabaristun is thus quite certain, Prof. MargoliouUi proposes to identify the YasTd named in 
the same passage with the Muhammadan general of that name, son of Al-Muhallab, who is 
known from Muhammadan chronicles to have conquered parts of Tabaristun in 717 a. d. On 
the ground of other historical and philological observations, Prof. Margoliouth concludes that, 
if this identification is correct, the letter containing this reference to tlie relations between the 
Ispahbud and Yazid is likely to have been written about 718 a. d. 

The dating thus proposed can well be reconciled with the available archaeological evidence. 
The fact of the Dandan-Uiliq site having been abandoned at the close of the eighth century furnishes 
a definite chronological for the J udaeo- Persian document; in the other direction 
no fixed chronological limit can be deduced from tlie antiquarian observations and finds I made. 
Considering tlie remarkable dryness of the atmosi>here in the Khotan region, there is nothing 
to preclude the possibility of a paper document, complete or fragmentary, remaining in fair 
preservation for a considerable number of years, even when not protected by tlie sand nor specially 
cared for. Hence the interval of fifty years which separates the date of our earliest Chinese 
document, 76S a. d., from Prof. Margoliouth’s conjectural dating of the Judaeo-Persian document 
can in no way be considered a valid argument against the latter. 

More difficult it may seem at the first glance to e.xplain how a document written by a 
Persian-speaking Jew of distant Tabaristun should have found its way into an outlying settle- 
ment of Khotan. Yet Chinese historical records furnish evidence to meet any doubts that 
might arise on this score. M. Chavannes’ extracts from the T'ang Annals give us- interesting 
o-limpses of the diplomatic relations which the rulers of Tabaristan maintained with China 
during the eighth century*. Pressed hard by Muhammadan conquest, they naturally turned 
for help to th? great though distant power which asserted its hold over Sogdiana and even 


*■ See Turcs occid., pp. 173 sq.; Notes addiiionnelUs . . . {T'ouug pao, 190.;, pp. 70 and note, 76, 77 and note).- 
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on the Upper Oxus welTup to the middle of the eighth century. Embassies from Tabaristan 
to the imperial court are recorded as late as the years 744, 746, and 754 A.D., about which 
time the Chinese lost Western Turkestan to the Arabs. The exact description which the Annals 
give of the geographical position of Tabaristan, their distinct reference to the title Ispahbud 
(rendered quite correctly by ‘hereditary commander-in-chief of the east for Persia’), and their 
mention of Tabaristan’s struggle against the Arabs, are all clear indications of the closeness of 
these political relations. It is evident that by the latter a connexion of commerce must also 
have been encouraged, for which the Oxus valley and Khotan was the natural and most direct 
route. There is little hope of our ever obtaining light as to the incidents and conditions 
which brought the writer or the recipient of this Judaeo-Persian epistle to Khotan. But even 
without such information this fragmentary paper may claim to be considered one of the most 
interesting relics from Dandan-Uiliq ; for it is a direct witness to those relations with distant 
Iran which so much in the Buddhist art of the site presupposes, and at the same time, strangely 
enough, it is the earliest document in modern Persian which has come to light as yet. 

The second relic from Dandan-Uiliq, which reached me at Rawak, the small piece of 
stucco inscribed with Chinese characters and apparently cut out from a plaster-covered wall, 
does not call for so full a notice. Owing to the extremely friable condition of the stucco it 
broke into several pieces before it reached London, but the few characters that were legible 
when it was first brought to me have escaped further injury. According to Dr. S. W. Bushell, 
who was kind enough to e.xamine the inscription, ‘ it has every appearance from the hand- 
writing of being a genuine relic of the T'ang dynasty’. The writing was arranged in three 
columns, each about 5 inches high and originally holding about eight characters, but owing to 
the painted surface having peeled off over the greater part Dr. Bushell ‘ could only decipher 
the first three characters and the upper t^vo of the second column ; these are Fo ti-tzU ^ 
“The Disciple of Buddha’’, and Kuan-shih ^ jlP, sufficient to indicate a memorial of the 
dedication of an image of Avalokite^vara (Kuan-shih-yin). The occasion would have been 
given lower down, as zciei ^ “on account of”, occurs there where all else is gone.’ 

Section III.— KERIYA, NIYA, AND IMAM JA'FAR SADIQ 

The examination of the scanty remains at Rawak had completed the task for which I had 
set out just a month previously from Khotan. So on the morning of January 6 I dismissed 
Ahmad Merghen with the last batch of the Tawakkel labourers, and set out with a much 
reduced caravan for the Keriya river. About two miles to the south-east of my Rawak camp we 
passed a strip of ground about half a mile broad, where broken pottery, fragments of glass, and 
the usual ‘Tati’ debris cropped up on the bare patches of loess between the dunes. Turdi 
called the place- Tdrt-Uiliq ‘the four Houses’, but had never come across any structural 
remains on it. Beyond, all traces of ancient habitation ceased, and soon I passed also the last 
of the shrivelled dead trees, here a clump of wild poplars (Toghraks), with the sight of which 
I had become so familiar during these weeks. I had originally intended to steer due east, 
in order to strike the nearest point of the river, but the rising height of the dunes and the 
impossibility of getting at water obliged me after the first day to seek the route south-eastwards 
which the camels had previously followed. Even thus the two remaining marches led over 
truly forbidding ground. The individual sand-dunes were all between 30 and 50 ft. high, while ■ 
the successive great ridges of sand or ‘Dawans’, of which some, seven had to be • crossed,.. 
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The halt which I had to make at Niya on January 22, in order to arrange for the labourers 
and supplies to be taken to the desert site I was about to visit, proved unexpectedly profitable 
from the archaeological point of view. A large jar of ancient pottery (see PI. IX), remarkable 
for its good preservation and the hardness of its material, which had been found some five 
years earlier at that site by a Niya village headman and brought away to his home, was at 
first the only antiquity that Niya could show me. It measured 33 inches in diameter and 
height, with a mouth 10 in. wide. But in the afternoon I received proof of a kind wholly 
unexpected as to the great age of the desert site I was bound for. One of my two camelmen, 
a young fellow of an unusually inquisitive turn of mind, had in the Bazar come across a 
villager possessing two inscribed tablets brought away from that site. As soon, as they were 
produced before me I discovered to my joyful surprise that they contained Kharosthi writing, 
of a type which closely agreed with that prevailing during the period of Kusana rule in the 
first centuries of our era 

The man who brought me the tablets had picked them up near Musa-Begim Oghil, the 
first stage on the pilgrims’ road to Imam Ja'far Sadiq’s Mazar. But the original finder was 
soon ascertained in the person of Ibrahim, an enterprising young villager, who had dug them 
out from a ‘house of the old town’ beyond. He had gone there a year before in search of 
treasure, but had found only these, to him, useless tablets. He brought away half a dozen or 
so, only to throw some away on the road and to give the rest to his children to play with. 
Of the latter tablets only one could be recovered next morning^®, though Ibrahim, seeing how 
well I rewarded the more sensible second-hand finder, had eagerly searched his house for them. 
He declared that he had left plenty more at the find-place. Fearing the possibility of being' 
forestalled, I tried to hide my delight, but took care to secure Ibrahim as a guide and to 
assure him of a good reward if he could show me undisturbed the ruined structure where he 
made his find. The ancient bilingual coins of Khotan, and the fragments of the Dutreuil de^ 
Rhins codex, had so far been the only evidence of the use of Kharosthi writing in Central Asia. 
Hence the two tablets which a fortunate chance had placed in my hands were scanned by me 
with no small keenness in the evening. The Avriting on b. (a rectangular ‘ under-tablet ’, to 
use the terminology subsequently established) seemed legible enough, in spite of the faded 
appearance of the ink; but the very cursive form of the characters and philological, difficulties 
since better appreciated prevented any attempt at immediate decipherment. Nevertheless even 
this cursory study, resumed after each day’s march, sufficed to convince me that the tablets 
Avere documents Avith an early Indian text, and to assure me of the antiquity of the ruins. 
But full, of expectation as I Avas, I little anticipated at the time Avhat.a rich harvest Avas 
aAvaiting me. 

On January 23 I set out from Niya for Imam Ja'far Sadiq Avith tAventy labourers and a 
small convoy of additional hired camels to help in the transport of a month’s supplies. A three 
days’ march brought me to the shrine, the starting-point for my fresh expedition into the 
desert. Famous as a pilgrimage-place throughout Turkestan, it had never previously been 
visited by Europeans except M. Dutreuil de Rhins and M. Grenard. The route lay all along 
the Niya river, and through the belt of thick forest Avhich accompanies its course from the 
point Avhere the marshland immediately north of Niya is left behind to Avhere the river dies 


is intended to transcribe a name *Somana, or some similar 
form, we should have an instance of that process in Khotan 
itself; for the present name of the locality meant is Somiya, 
^s demonstrated above, p. 225. 


« Now marked, with the, date of their acquisition, N. 22. 
i. 1901, a, b. 

Marked N. 23. i. 1901. 
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away in the sand. For a detailed description of the scenery passed through and observations 
on geographical features,. I may refer to my Personal Narrative Among the latter I may 
note here that the Niya stream, just like the Keriya Darya, gathers volume from the springs 
and marshes below the oasis. These are, of course, fed by the water which has been absorbed 
higher up by irrigation and comes to the surface again lower down. In view of the ample 
ground available for cultivation from below Musa-Begim, where the jungle belt widens out to 
eight miles and more, I was particularly interested in the new canal which had been begun here 
two years before by the Keriya Amban’s .orders, and which could be followed along the well- 
marked pilgrims’ road for a distance of over eight miles. The ground is everywhere fertile loess, 
and so level that the creation of a large colony would be easy if the effort were persisted in and 
an adequate population assured. Further to the north the route lay in parts along old beds 
of the river, all lined with luxuriant Toghrak jungle, while elsewhere patches of dead forest 
indicated ground which the shifting of the stream eastwards had long ago deprived of its 
subsoil water. 

The actual river-course, where met again some six miles south of the Mazar, had dwindled 
down to a narrow band of ice scarcely 20 feet in width, and further on was rapidly diminishing 
through branches sent off on either side. Yet the trees and shrubs around seemed to increase 
in size and luxuriance. It was evident that here, near the river’s end, the fertilizing power of 
its water, freely spread out during the summer floods, was strongly reasserting itself — an apt 
illustration, it seems to me, of the advantages which the position of a terminal oasis must 
always offer for cultivation. 

After the days spent in this lonely woodland the collection at the Mazar of Mosques, Mazar of 
Madrasahs, and houses for Shaikhs and pilgrims, humble as the structures are, looked im- 
pressive. It attests the popularity of the saint, whose supposed tomb occupies the top of a 
prominent ridge to the west of the settlement. A group of small lakes divides the latter from 
the hill, which rises to a height of about 170 feet. On ascending it I was much struck by 
various signs of the pilgrims’ devotion, and of the care taken to foster it. The fine old trees 
at the foot of the ridge, and the large number of rough wooden arches passed by the path 
winding to the top, are hung with the largest and most motley collection of votive offerings 
I ever saw in India or Turkestan. The variety of the materials represented among the rags 
originating from widely distant parts of Asia and Europe which make up the mass of these 
ex-votos, would make this exhibition of textile fabrics a most instructive archaeological find 
if it were safely buried beneath the desert sand and excavated after long centuries. Little 
heaps of earth arranged like graves, and covering the slopes of the hill in thousands, symbolize 
the resting-places of the Shahids who are supposed to have fallen here with Imam Ja'far Sadiq, 
their holy leader, in his last fight against the infidels of Chm-ti-Mcichln. 

In . the long Ta^ikirah of the warrior saint, from which M. Grenard has translated full Legend of 
extracts, it is not possible to trace any special reference to the site where his worship is now qC 
localized, except that the legendary makes him succumb in the desert. This makes it appear local 
still more probable than it would be a priori that the sanctity of the hill goes back to pre- worship. 
Muhammadan times. I was hence particularly interested to find that a striking natural pecu- 
liarity allows us here to account for this sanctity. While the forest belt of the river is every- 
where else bordered by high ridges of sand, such as I have noticed in connexion with the 
marches from Dandan-Uiliq to the Keriya river, I found to my surprise that the soil on the slopes 
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of the sacred hill consists solely of stony detritus overlying reefs of salt. The presence of a 
real hill so far away from the foot of the mountains, and in a position surrounded by drifting 
dunes, would, like all striking natural features, suffice to attract local worship, as shown by the 
numbeiless Svayambhli Tirthas of India, ancient and modern^®. But the occurrence of rock 
salt, so rare elsewhere in this region, must have increased pious regard in this case. 

On January 26 we left this curious desert shrine, after having taken along as additional 
labourers a dozen or so of able-bodied men from the secluded little settlements of Shaikhs, 
shepherds, and mendicants dependent on the Mazar. The small watercourses into which the 
river splits up before it is finally absorbed in the sand reach only some three miles beyond 
Imam ja'far, and as water cannot be got at the site by digging the four iron water-tanks 
brought by me had to be filled before the start. It would have been very difficult, if not 
impossible, to keep my camp, counting in the end from forty to fifty people, supplied with the 
indispensable amount of water so far out in the desert had not the intense cold still prevailing 
(on January 26 I registered a minimum of 44° Fahr. below freezing-point) permitted of its 
convenient transport in the form of ice, sacks and nets being improvised for the purpose. At 
a little farm kept by shepherds of tlie Mazar, near the terminal marsh of Tlilkuch-Kbl, our ponies 
were left behind, and only the camels taken onwards. Some eight miles beyond the Mazar the 
forest, before invaded by heavy drift-sand, gave way to a wide expanse of sand-cones thickly 
overgrown with tamarisk scrub. From a high sandhill near the extreme limit of living trees 
where my camp had been pitched, I could make out a broad scrub-covered belt stretching’ away 
to the NNW. between the great sandy ridges of the true desert. It clearly marked the direction 
of the old extension of the river course. 

The march of the next day, January 27, confirmed my surmise that the ancient site would 
be reached by following this direction. For the first five miles or so thick patches of dead 
forest were encountered between the tamarisk-covered hillocks. The time w'hen its trees, mostly 
Toghrak, had flourished could not be very remote, for many of the lifeless trunks still retained 
their branches. Winding along the eastern edge of this dead forest, a dry channel, about 4 ft. 
deep and about 10 feet broad, could be traced for some distance. All remains of old forest 
disappeared when, lower down, we entered a zone of steep conical sand-hillocks 15 to 30 ft. 
high, rising close to each other, and all covered with tamarisk scrub on their tops. In the 
midst of this belt, about three miles broad from north to south, I came upon a small open 
area showing broken pottery and remains of an enclosure made of thickly-packed rushes. 
Inside it the men recognized a few much-withered trunks of planted poplars or Terek. It was 
manifestly the last trace of some ancient farm, or, perhaps, of some village site completely 
covered up elsewhere by the closely packed sand-cones Beyond, the ground became more 
open, with low bare dunes resembling those about Dandan-Uiliq. Above them rose here and 
there isolated sand-cones, bearing the only living tamarisk bushes that were to be seen. After 
marching for about five miles patches of ground between the dunes strewn with potsherds, 
fragments of stone, slag, &c., showed that we had reached the southern edge of the ruined 
area. The total distance from Imam Ja'far had been about 24 miles, less than the three 
marches for which my guides Abdullah and Ibrahim had prepared me. 


It is noteworthy that the small rochy hills, which as the 
last isolated remains of a completely decayed mountain range 
crop out of the desert near the courses of the Khotan and 
Yarkand rivers (see Hedin, Rehen tn pp. 220 sq., 242, 
&c.) are everywhere known by the name of MazSr-lagh ‘the 


hill of the sacred shrine.’ 

The ddbris of the Aklaz site near Domoko was found 
in exactly similar surroundings; see below, chap. xin. 
sec. ii. 
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Shrivelled trunks of ancient fruit-trees appeared rising from the low sand. Moving on 
northward for less than two miles I soon sighted tlie first two ‘old houses’, standing on what 
looked at first sight like small elevated plateaus, but which closer observation proved to be 
merely portions of the original loess soil that had escaped the erosion proceeding all round. 
These were the ruins to be described below as N. iii, and N. iv. A rapid inspection showed 
me that the mode of construction in these buildings was substantially the same as that in the 
dwellings of Dandan-Uiliq, but their dimensions were larger and the timber framework far 
more elaborate and solid. The conclusion that I instinctively drew as to the far greater anti- 
quity of these remains was confirmed almost immediately when, in one of the outer rooms of 
the min N. iii., where the sand lay only about half a foot deep, I came upon some finely-carved 
pieces of wood lying practically on the surface, which showed ornamentation unmistakably of 
the Gandhara style. I subsequently identified them as parts of the ancient chair seen in 
Plate LXVIII. Marching about two miles further north, across broad swelling dunes, I arrived 
at the ruined structure of sun-dried bricks of which Abdullah had. already spoken at Keriya 
as a ‘Potai’. It proved, as I had expected, to be the remains of a small Stupa, buried for 
the most part under the slope of a high conical sandhill. 

Here, in a position conveniently central for the exploration of the scattered ruins (see 
Plate XXVII), I pitched my camp. The ground in the immediate vicinity showed all the 
characteristic traces of excessive erosion. Broad patches of bare loess displayed in profusion 
pieces of broken pottery, bleached and twisted tmnks of fallen poplars and other garden trees, 
as well as much decayed remains of ancient timber that splintered and broke almost as soon 
as lifted. Of the buildings to which this timber debris had belonged it was impossible to trace 
even the roughest outlines. A few small loess-banks, regular ‘witnesses’, with almost vertical 
wind-eroded sites, which rose a short distance to the west of the Stupa, 12-15 above the 
level of the diibris-covered area, showed plainly how far the present surface of the latter had 
been reduced below the ancient ground-level. Numerous fragments of stone, evidently the 
remains of larger pieces that must have once been brought from far away for use in the houses, 
-bore even more impressive evidence to the destructive force of the desert winds and of the 
extremes of climate. But as I retired to my first night’s rest among these silent witnesses 
of ancient habitations my main thought was how many of the precious documents on wood, 
which Ibrahim declared he had left behind at the ruin ‘explored’ by him a year before, were 
still waiting to be recovered, 

" See Figs. 40, 41. 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE ANCIENT SITE BEYOND THE NIYA RIVER 

Section I.~THE RUIN N. i. AND THE FIRST FINDS OF INSCRIBED TABLETS 

At sunrise of January 28, with the temperature still well below zero Fahr., I hastened 
to the ruined building where Ibrahim had a year previously picked up his ancient tablets inscribed 
with KharosthI characters. According to his statement, he had left plenty more of them in situ. 
It had been impossible to hide from him the value which I attached to these records; and as he 
subsequently seemed to regret not having himself made a haul of them, I had him watched eu route 
by Ibrahim Akhun, the excellent Darogha whose services the Amban of Kenya had placed at my 
disposal, and also after our arrival, to prevent his escape or any possible interference with the spot. 
The mingled feelings of expectation and distrust with which I now approached it, soon changed 
to joyful assurance. About one mile to the east of the camp I sighted die ruin (marked N, i. on 
the plan) to which Ibrahim was guiding us, on what looked like a small terrace or plateau rising 
12-15 feet above tlie eroded ground near by k On ascending the west slope, seen in the fore- 
ground of Fig. 37, I picked up at once three tablets inscribed with Kharosthi lying amidst the 
debris of massive timber which marked wholly eroded parts of the ruined structure. On-reaching 
the top I found to my delight many more scattered about in the sand within the nearest of the 
rooms still clearly traceable by remains of their walls. The layer of drift-sand that had spread 
over the tablets since Ibrahfm had thrown them down here a year before, was so thin as scarcely 
to protect the topmost ones from the snow that lay about one inch deep over the more shaded 
portions of the ground. It dated, no doubt, from the snowfall which I had encountered on my 
way from Keriya to Ni3'a eight days earlier, 

Ibrahim seemed scarcely less elated than myself at seeing his statement confirmed, and the 
good reward I had promised him thus assured. He at once pointed- out to me that the find-place 
of the relics was not in this room, marked v.a. in my detail plan PI. XXVIII, where he had thrown 
them away in utter ignorance of their value, but in the south corner of the room i. immediately 
adjoining eastwards. There, in a little recess («) about 4 feet wide, formed behveen the fireplace, 
well recognizable above the sand, and the wall dividing rooms i. and v.a. (seen on the right in 
Plate VI), he had come upon a heap of tablets while scooping out the sand with his hands in 
search of ‘ treasure ’. The ancient documents which he appears to have found lying in horizontal 
rows, possibly with some sort of arrangement, on the low mud platform extending along that 
side of the room, impeded his burrowing, and were hence promptly thrown across the decayed 
Avail into the next room. It Avas a fortunate chance Avhich had brought me to the site so soon 
after his discovery. For, fully exposed to the sun and wind, tliese thin wooden boards could 
not have long retained their writing in such Avonderful freshness as they had during their safe 

* The photograph, Fig. 37, taken after excavation from north wing are seen in front, and behind them to the left the 

the height of a large tamarisk-covered sandhill to the north- remains of the east wing. For the patches of snow lying on 

east, well illustrates the position of the ruin. The rooms of the the north slopes of dunes, see below, 
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interment of many centuries beneath the sand. As it was, the sun of one year and its rain 
and snow, however slight in quantity, had sufificed to bleach and partly efface the fully-exposed 
writing of the topmost tablets. 

After placing a guard over the room where Ibrahim’s scattered finds lay, so as to prevent 
further injury or abstraction, I set the men to work to clear the room N. i. (see Plate VI), Where 
he had first come upon them. This was an easy task, as the room measured only i6 by 14 ft., 
and the sand filling it was not deep. On the north-west side, near the edge of the eroded slope, 
it lay only to a depth of about 2 ft., which increased to about 4 ft. further in, where the better 
preserved south-east wall retained the drift-sand. While the clearing proceeded cautiously, I had 
time to examine the system of construction followed in the ruined building. As the same was 
subsequently found in almost all other structures of the site, it will be convenient to describe 
it in this place. In its general features it showed close resemblance to that noticed in the 
Dandan-Uiliq structures, being based on the use of timber; but there were characteristic minor 
differences. Massive squared beams of White Poplar or Terek wood, usually extending below 
several rooms, and in sonic instances exceeding 40 ft. in length, formed a kind of foundation ; 
their thickness, which varied from 6 to 10 ins. according to the size and importance of the 
walls they supported, and their perfect finish and fitting always caused my workmen to wonder 
at tlie skill of those ancient carpenters. On this foundation were set wooden posts from 
4 to 6 ins. square, which supported the roof and at the same time served as a frame for the 
walls. These, and smaller but equally well-finished intermediary posts, fixed at regular intervals 
usually of about one foot, were joined by heavy crossbeams on the top and light ones between. 
In the ruin N. i. the upper portions of the walls had decayed too far to show the crossbeams 
in position ; but they can be seen clearly, or else the dowels that once held them, in the photograph 
(Fig. 41) of the better preserved large dwelling N. in. The arrangement of the upright posts 
is, however, fully visible in Plate VI, showing the room N. i. after excavation. To this 
framework, and usually on the outside of the small intermediary posts, was fi.xed a strong kind 
of matting of thin tamarisk branches woven diagonally. This again was covered on each side 
with layers of hard, white plaster, giving a total wall-thickness varying from 6 to 8 ins. in 
different structures. In the photograph (Plate VI), showing the north-east and south-east 
walls of room i. in N. i. as seen from outside before excavation, the diagonal matting, which 
had become denuded of its plaster covering owing to exposure above the sand, is distinctly 
visible. This diagonal tamarisk matting undoubtedly supplied a stronger core to the walls than 
the horizontal layers of reeds used for the same purpose at Dandan-Uiliq. But that the latter 
system w'as known also at the earlier period to which the ruins of the Niya Site belong is 
proved by its employment in several instances in the ruins N. nr., N. iv., and N. v,, to be 
noticed hereafter. 

A third, far rougher, method of wall-construction, which closely resembles that still in vogue 
in the Khotan region, was applied apparently only to cattle-sheds, stables, and similar outhouses. 
It consisted of vertically-placed and closely-packed rushes covered with layers of mud plaster. 
Walls of this kind, in which rough wooden corner-posts supported the roof, while saplings or 
roughly cut branches of trees were inserted at intervals to strengthen the rushes, were found 
near N. i, and most of the ruined buildings of the site, and have been distinctively shown in 
the plans. In N. i. also the more solidly built walls had completely decayed, where not actually 
covered by sand, but many of the stronger posts originally holding them still rose high above 
the surface, in some instances 10 feet and more. Their splintered and shrivelled appearance 
showed the long periods fpr which they had been exposed to the destructive forces of the desert. 
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As the room N. i. was gradually cleared the inscribed tablets or portions of tablets now marked 
N. i. 100-114 turned up at different places on the low platform of plaster along the south-west 
wall and towards the centre of the room. Most of them lay close to the mud door or else 
above a thin stratum of sand. It was clear that they could have reached that position only 
by accident. Two more tablets, marked N. i. 120, 122, together with a carved piece of wood 
from a rail or baluster, N. i. 121 (see PI. LXX), were found lying on the platform that lined 
the completely decayed north-west wall, while another inscribed tablet (N. i. 180) was the solitary 
find near the north-east wall. There was nothing directly to indicate that these tablets had 
been removed at some earlier date from the main deposit of wooden documents which Ibrahim 
had lighted upon in the southern corner of the room; yet their widely scattered positions 
seemed to suggest this, and the supposition has since been confirmed by Professor Rapson, who 
has recognized in tablet N, i. 16 the cover fitting to, and completing the text of, tablet N, i. 104^. 
As soon as I had convinced myself that the room held no other remains, I proceeded to collect 
carefully the tablets which had been left behind from Ibrahim’s find. Those lying on the surface 
of the sand in the adjoining room were marked N. i. 1-52, in the order as they were recovered 
from west to east, while a search in the sand immediately below them, and in the same order, 
revealed those numbered N. i, 53-85. 

The subsequent clearing of this room {N, v. a.) brought to light only a low plaster platform 
running round three of its sides. In the same narrow room (N. ii.), however, which communi- 
cated by still traceable doorways with N. i. and N. iii., and probably served as a mere passage, 
three more documents were discovered, among them a remarkably well-preserved one, the ‘ double 
wedge’ tablet N. ii. 2 with its clay seal and fastening still intact. 

The hundred and odd inscribed tablets with which I returned to camp from my first day's 
work amid these ruins represented a harvest far more abundant than I could reasonably have 
hoped for. The remarkable state of preservation in which a considerable portion of them was 
found made it easy for me, even during the first rapid examination on the spot, to recognize 
certain main features in their outward arrangement ; and the few hours of study which I was 
subsequently able to devote to them in my tent during the bitterly cold evenings soow' fami- 
liarized me with some aspects of their use as an ancient writing material. Leaving' aside the 
three tablets found in room N, ii. and some ten pieces which were oblong or otherwise of 
peculiar form, all tablets from N. i. were wedge-shaped and showed unmistakable evidence of 
having been originally arranged in pairs. Eight of such pairs of accurately fitted tablets (N. i. 

9, 12, 64, 67, 78, S3, 105, 122) were still held together by a string, which passed round the square 
ends of the wedges and also through a hole drilled into both tablets where their left end 
tapered to a point. One of the complete pair of wedge-shaped tablets showed invariably on 
its outside surface a square socket sunk into the wood and communicating with grooves which 
held the string in carefully arranged cross-folds. This socket, of what I may distinguish as the 
‘ covering-tablet ’, still retained the clay sealing for which it was intended, either complete or 
in part, not only in most of the complete pairs (N. i. 9, 12, 64, 67, 122), but also in several of 
the numerous ‘covering’ tablets found detached (N. i. 14, 17, 35c &c.). Of such detached 

tablets altogether some 38 are clearly recognizable by their seal-socket as covering-tablets, 
many of them also retaining portions of their ancient string fastening. 

The string-hole near the pointed end and the peculiar arrangement of the writing to be 
referred to presently made it easy to recognize in the rest of the detached wedge-shaped tablets 


" See Specimens of Khar, Ittscr., p. 14; also below, p. 326, 
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from N. i. (about 41, including several fragments) corresponding under-tablets belonging to 
original pairs. A number of these detached tablets have since been re-united by Mr. Andrews 
and Professor Rapson into complete 'double-wedge’ documents, e.g. N. i. 16 + 104 already referred 
to. This possibility had, indeed, from the first suggested itself, in view of the close approach 
in number of the two classes of wedge-shaped tablets recovered. It is probable that the covering- 
and under-tablets of many of diese documents still lay close together, even though their original 
fastening may have been missing when Ibrahim lighted upon them. But in view of the 
thoroughness with which he had disturbed the original position of this collection of documents 
no certain opinion can be expressed on the point. The fact of the tablets subsequently excavated 
by me in other places of N. i. having proved to be mainly detached pieces suggests that the 
deposit of documents may either have been disturbed by some earlier searchers, or originally 
tlirown down in confusion just as seems to have been the case in N. iv. 

The exact details of the ingenious method of fastening adopted for these remarkable 
documents on wood were fully ascertained by me only on the subsequent discovery of prac- 
tically perfect specimens among the rich finds yielded by the ancient rubbish-heap N. xv. It 
will, therefore, be more convenient to leave their discussion, as well as that of other techni- 
calities of archaeological interest connected with the use of this ancient ‘stationery’ on wood, 
for a later section (iv,). Exact details as to the size, type, and condition of each tablet 
found in N. i. are given in the inventory list at the end of this chapter. It will hence suffice 
to describe here the general appearance of the wedge-shaped tablets recovered from this par- 
ticular place, and to call attention to individual pieces. The length of the tablets, which in 
each pair fitted each other exactly in size and shape, varies from 7^ in. to 15! in. (N. i. 9. a), 
and their width at the square end proportionately from in. to af in. The thickness of the 
wood is from a quarter, to three-quarters of an inch. The wood is generally of uniform thickness 
throughout each tablet, except near the right hand or square end of the covering-tablets, where an 
e.xtra thickness has ordinarily been spared for the square seal-socket. The raised edges of the 
latter are always neatly bevelled down sideways towards the square and pointed ends of the 
tablets, while the upper and lower edges are left high for the formation of the string grooves 
(three on each side). The seal-socket is rectangular, in most cases square, the sides varying 
in proportion to the width of the tablet from i|- to i inch. Plates XCVIII and C show the 
complete double-wedge documents N. i. 122 and N. i. 9 as seen from the Reverse of the under- 
tablet, with their original fastening of hemp string. In Plate IC the Obverse of N. i. 103 is 
reproduced ; here the string crossfolded through the grooves and seal-socket is visible, owing to 
the clay sealing which had once been inserted in the latter having perished, as in the great majority 
of tablets. v 

The text, invariably written in Kharo.sthI characters and running from right to left parallel' 
to the longer side, occupies the inner surfaces of the tablets, i.e. the Rev, of the covering- and 
the Obv. of the under-tablet, which in the arrangement of pairs as originally fastened were turned 
towards each other. The text always commences on the top of the Obv. of the under-tablet, 
and only its conclusion is written on the Rev. of the covering-tablet, which explains why the 
latter often shows only a single line of characters or is left altogether blank, as in N. i. 23, 
24, 67, 43, 55. The reproduction given in Plates XCVIII, IC of the inside faces of complete 
wedge-shaped documents from N. xv. will serve to illustrate the corresponding arrangement in 
all wedge-shaped tablets of N. i®. 
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- * The inside faces of two documents (N. i. 104 + 16 and N. i. 105) will be found reproduced among Prof, Rapson’s Spedmats, 
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On the Obv. of the covering-tablet, which bears the clay seal, and which soon, proved to 
have served the purposes of a kind of envelope, there appear invariably brief entries in .Kharosthi 
script, consisting of a short line to the right of the seal-socket and of a few characters to the 
riglit of the string-hole near where the wedge runs out in a point. These entries, having become 
effaced through exposure, do not appear clearly in the reproduction of N. i. 103 (Plate IC), 
though the original shows them ; but in the reproductions of the wedge-shaped tablets N. xv! 
24 (in the same plate), N. xv. 137 (Plate XCVIII), N. xv. 71 (Plate C) they are plainly visible. 
Their very position and form at once suggested that they were intended either as memoranda 
of the contents, or else to convey the name of the sender or addressee. The last supposition 
proved the right one, when subsequent e.xamination showed that the three characters near the 
string-hole were to be read daiavo ‘to be given to’, and that the words on the right of the 
seal-socket always contained a name with the appropriate case-ending. The Rev. of the under- 
tablet, otheavise ordinarily left blank, shows in all well-preserved tablets a single word written 
near the square end, Avhich, by Professor Rapson’s examination, has proved to contain the name 
of the person entrusted with the document. This last-named entry is seen on N. i. 9 (Plate C) 
and N. xv. 137 (Plate XCVIII). N. i. 122 (Plate XCVIII) is interesting as the only instance 
where the Rev. of an under-tablet displays this entry not written in ink but engraved into the 
wood, and in a transverse direction, instead of the usual one parallel to the longer side. The 
inscribed tablets not showing the wedge-shape which turned up in N, i., only some eleven in 
itumber, were too few and too varied to yield at the time any clue as to their character or 
arrangement. Hence it must suffice to mention among them N. i. 70 (see Plate Cl 1 1 ), which, 
though shaped like a wedge and provided with a string-hole was not a document of the regular 
type. The deep groove passing round the broad end was certainly meant for a fastening. The 
few characters {daiavo) near the string-hole show that the tablet contained an address, and suggest 
its having been used as a label, perhaps attached to a bag. For another tablet of peculiar 
shape, see N. i. 56 in inventory. 

Apart from the large number of inscribed tablets yielded by N. i., this first find-place of the 
site was remarkable also for the relatively good preservation of most of its epigraphic relics. 
Where double tablets had remained together and thus protected each other, the black ink 
of the Kharosthi lines written on the inner surfaces looked as fresh as if penned quite recently. 
On those tablets which, when thrown down by Ibrahim, had come to lie with their written surface 
fully exposed, the characters had often become bleached, evidently by the effect of sun and .sand ; 
while the ink had ‘run’ or become somewhat blurred through the moisture which the recent 
snowfall had brought. But the writing, even on these pieces, has scarcely ever become illegible. 
Curiously enough, some of the tablets which Ibrahim had left undisturbed below the sand had 
suffered a good deal more by warping, cracking, and similar damage 'to the wood. The cause 
in these cases was undoubtedly the position close to the floor which the tablets occupied, and 
which had made them liable to absorb what subsoil moisture the ground received after- the 
abandonment of the site. That some had suffered even in ancient times becomes probable from 
the insect borings found in several (e. g. N. i. 12, 49, 60), and from the broken condition of others 

which Ibrahim had not disturbed (e.g. N. 1 . 100-H09, III, loi, 106). 

The good preservation of the great majority of that first day’s finds made it easy to recognize 
that the tablets, though written by many difterent hands, .showed throughout the characteristic 
peculiarities of that type of Kharosthi writing which is exhibited by inscriptions of the extreme 
North-West of India during the Kusana or Indo-Scythian rule. In spite of the chronological 
problems presented by the era used in those inscriptions, it is certain that the period of this rule 
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falls within the first three centuries of our era. Hence, while still engaged in gathering the • 
remarkable documents that were coming to light that day in such surprising numbers, I felt 
absolutely assured as to their exceptional value. At first the apprehension obsessed me, that 
these strange records, strikingly similar in their outward form, and almost all showing when 
complete an Identical short formula at their commencement, might prove to be mere replicas 
of the same text ; perhaps a prayer or an extract from some Buddhist sacred text. But such 
hurried comparison and study of the tablets as I was able to make during the evening fol- 
lowing their discovery, quickly showed that their text varied greatly in both extent and matter; 
and as I steadily continued it during the scanty hours of rest of the next few days, evidence 
gradually accumulated in support of a far more encouraging supposition. ^ 

The care taken about the sealing of most of the tablets from the first suggested that Prakrit 
their contents were of a more practical nature — letters, perhaps, or documents of official character, 

I could not fail to realize how much the historical interest of the finds would be increased 
thereby; but only decipherment could establish the fact, and for the exceptional difficulties of 
this the experience furnished by the Dutreuil de Rliins fragments, and more than one Kharosthi 
inscription from the Indian North-West Frontier, had prepared me. I could not hope to attempt 
on the spot what, owing to the very cursive character of the writing and all the uncertainties 
of language and contents, has since proved so serious a task even for expert epigraphists 
working in their study. Hence, I had all the more reason to feel gratified when a series of 
philological observations bearing on the phonetic character of the characters, single or compound, 
and on the recurrence of particular inflexional endings, together with the tentative identification 
of a few detached words, proved that the language was an early Prakrit, probably of a type 
akin to the dialect found in the legends of the Sino-KharosthI coins of Khotan and in the 
Dutreuil de Rhins codex. 

As regards the character of the contents in the largest portion of the finds, I could remain Official 
no longer in doubt when, a day or two later, I succeeded in definitely deciphering the brief documents, 
initial formula which appeared invariably at the head of the text on all wedge-shaped under- 
tablets, and which, curiously enough, had at first been a cause of misgivings ■*. Its wording 
viahanuava viaharaya li/iaii, ‘ His Excellency the Maharaja writes,’ at once established that 
the documents thus prefaced conveyed official orders. But even without this explicit assurance 
as to the contents, there seemed enough in the first day’s discoveries to justify the conclusion 
that, with the Kharosthi script transplanted from the extreme north-west of India, an early 
form of Indian speech had also been brought into use within the territories of ancient Khotan, 
probably from the same region. Such a fact could be accounted for only by historical events 
of far-reaching importance, or else by ethnic movements little suspected hitherto. The hope 
of recovering evidence that might help to elucidate the problem thus raised made me look 
with intense interest for additional epigraphical finds at the site. 

My expectation of such finds soon proved well founded, when I began next morning Clearing of 
(January 29) the clearing of the southern wing of the ruined building. Owing to the scanty ^oomN. m. 
cover of sand, and progressive erosion, the walls in this part of the building had suffered even 
more than in the row of small rooms excavated on the previous day. As shown by the plan 
(Plate XXVIII), it adjoined at right angles the eastern end of this row, and communicated 
with it by a door leading at first into a small room (N. iii.), only ro ft, broad, which might 


* See for this formula, always separated from the body of 
the text by a considerable interval, the under-tablets of N. xv. 
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have .served as a kind of aiite-cliambcr. A platform, 4^- ft. broad, built of plaster to a height 
of some 3 ft. above the floor, looked as if intended to accommodate attendants, an exactly 
similar arrangement being often ob.served in modern Turkestan houses belonging to people of 
means. What purpo.se the w.ill .served, the remains of which were found dividing the small 
space between the western end of this platform and the wall towards room N, ii., I was unable 
to ascertain. It was here, in the reces.s marked b, that I found the fairly well-preserved tablet 
N. iii. 1, the sole object yielded by this room, and the first record written on a wooden board 
closely re-sembling in shape an Indian ‘Takhti' *. 'I'he piece also attracted my .special interest 
by e.\hlbiting on either .side four narrow vertical columns of Kharo.s^hi, which suggested either 
a metrical te.xt arranged after the fashion of the Uhammapada in the Dutreuil de Rhins 
fragments, or el.se lists. 

As soon as the clearing of the large apartment (N. iv.) .adjoining immediately on die south 
had been started, inscribed tablets of all shapes and sizes began to crop up in rapid succession 
from the shallow .s:ind covering it. It was a room 27 feet .square, with a plaster platform 
13 inches high and 4 feet broad running round three of its sides (see Plate XXVIII). The 
remains of eight posts arranged in a rectangle, to by S!- ft., indicated a central area, which in 
all probability had a raised roof, with a clerestory opening below to admit light and air, after 
the fashion still observed in the halls or AiiLuins of all Turkest."m houses of any pretension®. 
As the protective layer of sand rose only about 2 feet high above the floor, little more was 
left of the walls than rows of tmich-decayed posts, which the plaster of the platforms had helped 
to keep upright (sec P'ig. 37). In comsequence of this inadequate covering the first inscribed 
t.ablets which turned up in the sand above the south platfortn and close to the surface (N. iv, 
1-6) had suffered far more than any e.xcavated in N. i. The perished and cracked surface of 
their wood and their often warped and split appearance showed plainly the effects of the 
climatic influences, and in particular of the terrible summer heat to which they must have 
been c.\posed since the winds had carried away most of the sand that originally protected them. 
The fantastically-twisted fnigment, N, iv. ii, reproduced in Plate CIV, which still retains a small 
portion of its text arranged in five lines near the square end, illustrates the destructive effects 
of such exposure. Another characteristic specimen of this class of badly damaged records is 
N, ii. X, found in exactly similar conditions in the pass.age of the north row and reproduced in 
the same plate. Here the under-tablet of a rectangular document has been contorted almost 
into the shape of a half-open roll, part of the in-side surface still retaining some legible lines of 
bleached w-riting. The badly-split and warped covering-tablet of a similar document (N. iv. 28) 
is seen in Plate CV, still recognizable by its seal-socket and string-grooves, but retaining only 
faint traces of w'riting. 

After the discouraging appe.arancc of the first finds, I had reason to feel all the more 
gratified when I found that even the light remaining cover of sand had sufficed to preserve 
in a more or less legible condition the majority of the numerous inscribed tablets that were 
found scattered over the platform along the southern side of the room. Those marked with 
numbers N. iv. 4-36 turned up either separately or in small batches lying close above the 
plaster flooring, and the damp once rising through the latter, no doubt, accounted for the 


' ' For a similar board found at Dandan-Uiliq, see above, 
■p. 269. 

' I^I. Grenard’s sketch of such an Aiwon in a well-to-do 
citizen’s house {ii fission D. de Hhiiis, ii. p. 97) illustrates the 
raised roof and the open space left below its edge all round. 


which, like a skylight, seix’es for the admission of light and 
air {lutigluk). The plan given (ibid., p. 99) of a modem 
Khotan mansion will help to e.vplain other corresponding 
features in the ancient houses of the Niya Site, the distribu- 
tion of the rooms and passages, &c. 
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stained and discoloured surface of a number of otherwise well-preserved tablets. The compact 
little heap comprising the tablets numbered N. iv. 46-60 had fared better ; for lying close to 
the centre of the south wall (in the position marked c in the plan) they had received some 
protection from what remained of the foot of the wall, and those lying nearest to the flooring 
had helped to keep off the damp from the rest. The documents contained in this accumula- 
tion,. and some minor batches near by, had probably remained undisturbed just as they were 
thrown down by the last occupants of the dwelling. With regard to the few tablets (N. iv. 
80-84) which were found scattered on the east platform and on the floor immediately below 
it, this seemed less likely, and it was manifestly not the case with the very numerous pieces 
that rewarded the subsequent clearing of the central area. 

Outside its edges and well above the floor there turned up the tablets N. iv. 99-106 to 
the south, and N. iv. 107-114' to the east. As the passages between the platforms and the 
posts marking the central area were being cleared, it was found that the latter was covered 
by a square piece of heavy tamarisk matting lying about one foot above the floor ; as the 
size of this matting corresponded to that of the area itself, and as some light rafters were 
found lying below it, it had evidently once belonged to the roof over this area. The roof 
must have fallen in at this point when the sand had already accumulated one foot, and the 
twenty odd tablets found above the matting near the posts marking the southern end of the area 
(N; iv. 115-141) could only have got there subsequently. It is probable that they were thrown 
there when the abandoned dwelling was visited by some one searching its ruins after the 
fashion of the modern ‘treasure-seekers’. It was not likely that the ancient wooden records 
left behind by the last occupiers as so much ‘ waste-paper ’ (to use an anachronism) would have 
been treated by him Avith more respect than Ibrahim had shown for the collection of tablets 
he had unearthed in N, i. Below the matting I found only four tablets (N. iv. 142-145), but 
these are in a very good state of preservation, as might be expected from the early and 
effective protection afforded them. One of them (N. iv. 144), a rectangular under-tablet, shows 
thirteen long lines of perfectly clear writing, and thus offers a text of respectable extent. A 
small oval-shaped platform of plaster, rising about 6 in. above the floor, Avhich Avas after this 
disclosed Avithin the central area, must, judging from the rim enclosing it, have served as an 
op^n fireplace. 

The epigraphical finds of N. iv, Avere no less remarkable for their variety in shape and 
size than for their number. The Avedge-shaped tablets familiar from N. i. reappeared here again, 
two complete double-Avedges (N, iv, 108, 120) being recovered, besides four detached under- 
tablets and seven covering-tablets of the same type, all from within the central area’. But in 
numbers they Avere far surpassed by inscribed boards of Avood to Avhich, notwithstanding great 
variations in shape and proportions, the general designation of ‘oblong’ seems applicable. 
Three among them (N, iv, 33, 46, also the fragment N. iv. 17. c) showed the familiar shape of 
the ‘TakhtI’, the handle being either pentagonal or rounded, as seen in N, iv. 33 (Plate CIII). 
The latter specimen, badly faded in its Avriting, still retains the string for which the hole always 
found in the handle was intended. The arrangement of the lines here, as in almost all Takhtfs 
Avhere the Avriting runs parallel to the longer side, shows that the handle Avas meant to be 
grasped in the left hand whichever side Avas uppermost®. 

No classification into particular types can be attempted for the great mass of the oblong 

’ Under-tablets N. iv. 105, 107, in, 117; covering- LXXI. 
tablets N. iv. 80, 109, 119, isr, 134, 135, 137. For the ® Comp. Mr. Andrews’ note on N. hi. i in list, 

well-preserved clay seal shown by N. iv, 80, comp. Plate 
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tablets, owing to the striking divergence between individual pieces as regards shape, proportions, 
and finish; but it is easy to indicate certain generally prevailing characteristics. Most striking 
among these is the comparative narrowness of the pieces; for though many among them attain 
considerable dimensions in length, up to close on 30 in., yet none e.vceed 3^ in. in width, while 
some of the longest are only from to 2 in. wide, and thus approach the shape of mere sticks, 
e. g. N, iv. 103 (see Plate Cl I}'’. Out of a total of 44 ‘oblong' tablets recovered in N. iv, not 
less than 26 show a string-hole. Useful as this hole must have been for handling and storing 
them, it is clear that it could not have been intended for a string, either to fasten pairs of 
them into a closed document, as in the case of the ‘double wedges’ previously described, or 
to unite a series of them into a sort of ‘ PothI,’ or file, as might be done with palm-leaves, tlie 
shape of which these long narrow tablets curiously recall. For not only are such tablets of 
entirely different sizes, but the great divergence observed in the position of the hole, placed 
indiscriminately in the corner of a square end, near a pointed end, the centre of a long side, &c., 
seems to preclude any thought of regular ‘ filing ’ 

The irregularity so noticeable in the outward appearance of these oblong tablets fully 
agrees with, and is in fact e-xplained by, what even a cursory examination of the writing, 
without any attempt at decipherment, sufficed to indicate as to their probable contents. The 
majority of the pieces show plainly — by the irregular arrangement of their writing, in small 
columns which, whether parallel or running in different directions, usually conclude with numerical 
figures; by the appearance of various handwritings or different inks on the same tablet; tabular 
entries, erasures, bracketings, ink-cancellings, and similar indications — that tliey did not contain 
texts or connected communications such as letters or official orders, but probably memoranda, 
tabular statements, lists, accounts, and other miscellaneous records of a less formal character 
N. iv. 29. a (see Plate CIIl) may ser\'e as a specimen of the columnar arrangement of lines all 
ending with numerals. The same is clearly visible also in the tablets N. iv. 35. a, 124 (written 
transversely), 103 (over 25 in. long) which Plate Cl I shows, though their much reduced reproduction 
fails to bring out the writing. The text arranged in three columns (with some lines cut out 
by crossing) can be seen more distinctly in N. iv. 8. a (see Plate CIII). The latter oblong 
tablet, curving to a point at one end, closely approaches in form certain large wedge-shaped 
tablets found in N. iv., which from tlie evidence of their writing had not belonged to regular 
‘double-wedges’, but were used in the same way as oblongs*-. 

I have left to the last the mention of two series of tablets largely represented among the 
finds of N. iv., which showed far greater regularity and care in writing as well as in technical 


” See also N. iv. 22, 24, 24. .a, b, 56, u8, 123. 

The only oblong tablets showing traces of a device, 
distinct from a string-hole, which was probably intended for 
fastening, are N. iv. no, 133 (see Plate XCIII). The 
notches observed here on the Reverse manifestly mark these 
pieces as under-tablets; .but the corresponding covering- 
tablets are missing, and the original arrangement can there- 
fore not be ascertained. 

“ Columnar arrangement of the writing, usually parallel 
to the longer side of the tablets, but sometimes transversely, 
is observable in N. iv. i, 2, 4, 8, 8. a, 9, 17, 24, 25, 29. a, 
35- a, 35- b, 47, 53- a, 54 (with head-lines), 103, 113, 123 
(with 19 columns), 124 (two different hands), 125, 129, 132, 
142. For erasures, bracketings, and lines cancelled see 
N. iv. 8, 8. a, 9, its. different handwritings, N. i. 124. 


” See N. iv. 6, ao, 81, 136; for a reproduction and 
translation of the last comp. Professor Rapson's Specimens. 
This reproduction shows very distinctly the numerous 
scorings, as if made with the point of a knife, which appear 
on the Reverse of this tablet. The same curious feature 
recurs in other tablets from N. iv., e. g., N. iv. 17, 55, 124 
(Plate CII), 129. It is quite distinct from the scraping by 
which certain tablets, after having been previously written 
upon, were rendered available for fresh use (like palimpsests). 
The scorings look e.xactly like those which would be left by 
a sharp knife cutting leather. Do they indicate that tablets 
which had become ‘ waste-paper ’ were sometimes used in 
ancient 'Daftars' as convenient cutting-boards for those 
pieces of leather, which, as we shall see, served as subsidiary 
‘ stationery ' ? 
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finish, but were none the less puzzling at the time of tlicir discovery. One series consisted 
of tablets of rectangular sliape varying in length from 6 to i6 indies, whicli at the narrower 
sides of their single inscribed surface invariably siiowed a raised rim about -!■ to i inch broad, 
exactly resembling a margin, as seen in the reproduction of N. iv. 139 (Plate XCVI)*®. The 
writing extending between these rims in neatly written , lines, always parallel to the longer side, 
often showed at the commencement a Kharo?{hi numerical figure preceded by a word which 
I very soon made out to be the Sanskrit or Prakrit samvalsarc ‘in the year’. Immediately 
after came the words maJuxiiuaVii vtaharaya ‘ Mis Excellency the hlahar.aja’, as found already 
in the initial formula of the wedge-shaped tablets, but followed here by what I concluded to 
be the name of the ruling king, always showing the genitive ending sa. Next there appeared 
with equal regularity numerical figures preceded by the words inasc and divasc, ‘in the , . . month’ 
and ‘on the day’. There could be no doubt that these particular tablets contained documents 
fully dated. But there was nothing in this to explain the peculiar form of the tablets or their 
special use. 

Busily occupied as I u’as in directing the excavation, and in removing and numbering each of 
the rapidly succeeding finds, I failed to realize at the time the close connexion between the 
tablets just described and another class, of which N. iv. furnished even more numerous specimens. 
They consisted of neatly finished rectangular pieces of wood, varying in length from 3} to in, 
and in width from 2^ to in., widi the relatively great thickness of about to -4 in. The flat 
reverse rarely contained any writing, while the obverse in its rai.sed centre invariably showed 
a square or oblong settl-socket provided with string-grooves, and along its side edges one to 
three transversely written lines of Kharosjhi**. It was only after the remarkable rubbish-heap 
of N. .XV., described below, h.ad yielded up its tre.asurcs that an explanation, .as definite as it 
was simple, revealed itself of these curious .seal-bearing tablets and of the rims of the rectangular 
documents to which they had once been fitted as envelopes 

The remains of two small rooms adjoining N. iv. on the south, to which I turned after 
the latter had been completely cleared, proved to be eroded almo.st to the floor and furnished 
no finds. Their condition forcibly demonstrated what would have become of N. iv. if the 
plaster platforms had not offered some resistance to erosion, and of its relics if my exploration 
had not been clTected in time. The timber-debris covering the eroded slopes north and eastw'ards 
plainly indicated that all the extant ruins I had cleared were but a portion of a large dwelling- 
house; but apart from the writings found in it there was nothing to throw light on its last 
occupants. So much was certain, that all these multifarious records on wood could only be 
the remnants of a collection that had gradually accumulated and been left behind by chance 
when the place was abandoned. The inference I had from the first been inclined to draw, 
from the abundance of the documents and peculiarities already noticed in their appearance, as 
to the ruin having served as the residence of some local official, could in the absence of 
documentary evidence be little more than a guess. But fortunately the difficult task of decipher- 


Rectangular ‘ under-l.ibletij,’ to designate tliem by tlicir 
subsequently determined character, are N. iv. tj, id, i8, 30, 
55 . 58. 82, 84, 106, 115, 127, 139, M3, t-t-t. The largest 
in size is N. iv. 58, measuring idjjx -Is The number of 
lines varies from five (in N, iv. 82) to thirteen (in N. iv. 

“ Rectangular covering-tablets or fragments of such are 
N. iv, 7, 13, 14, 17. a, 17. b, 21, 26, 28, 32,34, 48, 83, ii.f, 
116, 122, 128, 130, 131, 138, 140, 141, 143, It is thus seen 
that the number of ‘envelopes’ of rectangular documents 


found in N. iv, considerably exceeds that of ' under-ttiblets ’ 
of the corresponding type. N. iv. 13 probably retains also 
a portion of its original undcr-tabict, but the wood has so 
completely perished that the character of the two pieces 
could not be recognized at the time of discovery. 

“ Sec below, pj). 351 sqq. Plates XCIV, XCV, XCVII, 
CIV illustrate the arrangement of covering- and undcr-tablets 
in rectangular documents. For a curiously decayed specimen 
of the former, N. iv, 28, see Plate CV, and above, p. 322. 
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ment and interpretation with which Professor Rapson has charged’himself, has proceeded sufficiently 
far to permit him to include tentative transcriptions and translations of four documents from 
N. I among the ‘Specimens’ presented by him to the Fourteenth Orientalist Congress, and 
a comparison of these distinctly supports the above conclusion. 

Referring to that publication for all details, I must restrict myself to the following brief 
notes regarding their contents. N. i. 104+ 16, N. iv. loS, and N. i. 105 are all tliree brief official 
orders written on double wedge-shaped tablets. The first-named is addressed to Cojhbo Bhima 
and Sothamga Lipeya about a messenger called Sameka, who proceeds from Calmadana via 
Saca and Nina to Khotana, and who is to be provided with an escort^®. N. iv. 108 is addressed 
to Sothamga Lipeya alone, and directs that Cuvayalina Phummaseva going as messenger to 
Khotana should be furnished with certain transport and supplies. In N. i. 105 Sili and Piteya, 
designated by the frequently recurring title Cojhbo, are ordered to inquire into the claim raised 
by a certain Opgeya, apparently to a share in some property, and to send the matter up for 
judicial inquiry in case of dispute. Finally, in N. iv. 136, written on a large single wedge, 
Sothaniga Lipeya himself sends a long and politely worded communication to his 'beloved 
brothers Cojhbo Tsmaya, the scribe Angaca, and the secret agent Sucama’, principally about 
some sacrifice he is anxious to have performed at the advice of ‘ his reverence Kungeya The 
character of the orders conveyed in the two ‘double wedges’, N. i. 104 -H6 and N. iv. loS, 
seems to make it clear that §othamga Lipeya, their recipient, must have been a local official 
of some kind who would be e.xpected to arrange for the safe progress of official messengers. 
That he actually resided at or near the house represented by the ruins of N. i becomes all 
the more probable from N. iv. 136, which, as it bears neither a seal nor any signature or other 
mark of authentication, I take to be the draft of a letter sent by this official. The absence of 
any arrangement for fastening this tablet, and its needlessly large and inconvenient size, preclude 
the idea of its being a letter actually dispatched. Finally, the ‘Cojhbos’ Sili and Piteya, to 
whom N. i. 105 is addressed, may have held office by the side of Sothamga Lipeya, or may 
have been officials who preceded or followed him in his charge. 

Seeing what these documents prove as to the official character of the last occupants 
of the house, a suggestion may be hazarded as to the particular use of the two rooms 
which between them yielded almost the whole of this great collection of records. That they 
were used as offices does not need further demonstration ; but a curious difference as to the 
types of documents found in them deserves notice. We have seen that, while N. i. contained 
(with the e.xception of less than a dozen miscellaneous tablets) only wedge-shaped documents, 
the latter were in N. iv. a very insignificant minority as compared with the imposing array of 
oblong tablets of all kinds and rectangular tablets containing formal letters. Now I shall have 
occasion to show below that the wedge-shaped tablct,s, with their limited writing space, were 
chieily, if not solely used for brief official records serving to corroborate orders entrusted to 
messengers and the like, while rectangular tablets and oblongs were the regular ‘ stationery ‘ 
intended for communications and records of a more permanent character. In view of this 
distinction, and looking at the relative sizes of the two rooms, as well as the significant position 
of N. i., the much smaller one, near the approach to N. iv., I am inclined to believe that the 
latter, with its ample space and good lighting, served as the proper office room where ‘ papers 
of consequence were kept and disposed of, while N. i. might have been uiili.;ed for the accommoda- 
tion of the subordinate clerk who took charge of miscellaneous petty matters, 'i hat messengers 
warrants corresponding to the ' Parwanas’ of modern India, or orders about a prclitninary police 

“ For ihi localities here mentioneJ ice alo'.e, p. jrr. 
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inquiry such as the wedge-shaped tablets above specified, belong to this category must be clear 
to any one familiar with the routine of an Eastern ‘Daftar’. 

The fact that, among all this wealth of records on wood, not a single scrap of paper had 
been found seemed from the first a strong confirmation of the early date which palaeographic 
considerations indicated for my discoveries. It was evident that the use of paper, so much 
more convenient tlian wood, however old it m.iy have been in China, had not yet spread to 
Eastern Turkestan at the period when this ancient settlement was abandoned. The possibility, 
however, of its having known another writing material besides wood suggested itself when, 
among scanty debris of old pottery, ropes of twinetl rushes, and timber found under the sand 
in room N. ii. and outside it, I had come upon small cut pieces of thin sheepskin which looked 
as if prepared for writing. Yet it was left for another rich mine of ancient records (N. xv.) 
to verify the surmise which I noted down at the time. 

The undisturbed condition in which I had found the contents of N. iv., though lying so 
close to the surface, w.as reassuring proof that the ruins of this site could not have suffered 
so much as those of Dandan-Uili(i from burrowings of ‘ tre.asure-seekers ’. But, on the other 
hand, with the view of the ruined building before me as seen in Fig. 37, it was impossible to 
Ignore the fact that the havoc wrought here by wind-erosion had been distinctly greater. The 
e.Ntent to whiclt the destructive power of the desert winds had asserted itself in the course of 
long centuries could be measured by the 12-15 feet difference of level separating the small 
plateau occupied by the ruin from the immediately surrounding ground. There could be no 
doubt that the former, protected by the walls and debris of the structure, had retained the 
original level, while the open surface near by had been steadily lowered by erosion. As the 
drift-sand carried at present over this portion of the ancient site is insufficient to fill the 
depressions scooped out or to cover the ruins, the raised ground bearing the latter is being 
steadily cut into and undermined, just as if it were c.xposcd to the action of running water. 
The result finally produced by this slow but ste.ady process of destruction is illustrated by the 
photograph just referred to ; for the heavy timber debris wliich is seen there, strewing the 
slope of the foreground or in places overhanging it, represents the last remains of the foundations 
and superstructure of a part of the original building, which has completely fallen owing to the 
soil beneath having been eroded. 

E.xactly similar conditions were ob.served by me around all other extant ruins of this site, 
the strips of ground occupied by them rising island-like above the level of the adjoining area, 
which in some places was found to have been eroded to a depth of 25 and even 30 feet”. 
A reference to the plans reproduced in Plates XXIX-XXXIII, XXXV, as well as to the 
photographs (Figs. 39, 40, 41, 44), will illustrate this. The only apparent c,xception was that of 
the northernmost ruin (N. vni) and some structures closely adjoining it, which were found deeply 
embedded in dunes, and where consequently the effects of former erosion were hidden from 
view. But even in this vicinity the loess soil, wherever bare, showed proofs of having been 
greatly lowered. The photograph. Fig. 46, taken of a completely-eroded ruin near N, xr will 
help to illustrate the final stage of destruction to which all ancient buildings are doomed in the 
zone lying further south and less protected by drift-sand. With such striking archaeological 
evidence before my eyes, I could not for a moment remain in doubt as to the true origin and 
significance of the broad ravines, about 15 to 30 feet deep, stretching across many places where 
the e.xcavating force of the winds could freely assert itself in the bare loess. 
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” See the plans of N. in (Plate XXX), N. v (Plate XXXII). 
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Section II.— EXCAVATION OF ANCIENT RESIDENCES, N. ii, N. m. N. iv. 

The short reconnaissances on which I had sent out the Surveyor and some of my own 
men immediately after our arrival had shown the existence of remains of ancient dwellings at 
various parts of the site. The large group of ruined structures, marked N. ii on the plan 
(Plate XXVII), had been sighted by myself from some high dunes between N. i and the camp, 
and as it lay only about half a mile to the north-east of the latter I proceeded to examine 
it on January 30. The condition of the remains which I found here scattered over an area 
roughly measuring 430 ft. from north to south and 470 ft. from east to west (see sketch-plan 
in Plate XXIX), was an apt demonstration of the danger to ruins involved in erosion. As 
the panoramic view (Fig. 39) taken from the south shows, splintered posts marking the position 
of ancient structures were seen rising at many points between and above the light dunes 
covering the area. But in most of the ruins the sand lay only to a height of 1-2 feet or 
even less, and wherever it was removed it soon became evident that the interior as well as 
the walls had, long before this cover of sand came, been eroded to the very foundations. A 
look at the cleared structures in the foreground and on the left side of the photograph will 
demonstrate how little chance there was of any antiques surviving within the lines of posts 
that had long ceased to be walls and to afford protection. Near the edges of the area, and 
also within it, erosion had cut away and scooped out much of the. ground, leaving the ruins 
bordered by sharply-marked banks, as clearly seen , on the right of the photograph. In the 
debris scattered here over the slopes it was easy to recognize the fallen posts and foundations of 
structures that had otherwise completely disappeared, and to realize the final stage of destruction 
awaiting the rest of the ruins. 

Some low dunes, rising to about 6-8 feet above the original ground-level, stretched across 
the ruined area in the direction from NNE, to SSW. ; but the excavation of the remains near 
the eastern edge, which they covered better than any others, proved that even here erosion 
had done its work thoroughly. In a large dwelling (see sketch-plan) the timber and plaster 
walls of two rooms still stood to a height of 2-3 feet, owing to the support afforded by a mud 
platform and a fireplace, but no objects of any kind were found in these or the other rooms. 
It was hence the more gratifying when, on clearing a small detached structure (N. v.) situated 
about 50 feet to the south-west, a considerable number of inscribed wooden tablets came to 
light from below the thin cover of sand, only about to i foot deep. Three large posts, 
visible in the photograph, seemed to mark a central area provided originally with a raised roof ; 
but as no trace of walls or platforms could be discovered, the interior arrangement of the room 
remains doubtful. Owing to the poor protection afforded against atmospheric influences the 
majority of the fifty odd tablets found here had withered and bleached until all trace of writing 
was lost. The wood of many had perished' so completely that they broke at the slightest 
touch and could not be removed. Among the numerous tablets which turned up along the 
eastern part of the central area only those marked N. v. 1-6 retained part of their original 
writing or were capable of removal. Even in their case the surface of the wood was invariably 
much bleached, rotten, or otherwise damaged. The few pieces found further west, among them 
N. v. 7-10, had suffered equally. On the northern edge of the central area, where the sand lay 
slightly deeper, the tablets brought to light (N. v. 12—20) did not show quite so much the 
effects of exposure, but their wood, even where relatively well preserved, appears badly 
discoloured. 
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The great majority of the tablets belonged to the class of oblongs, counting sixteen specimens Large 
among the twenty that were capable of transport. The various modifications of shape as 
described with regard to the finds of N. iv. are represented here also, as a reference to the N. v. 
inventory list will show. Writing in columns, or else in short detached items suggesting lists 
of names or accounts, is frequently seen in the still legible pieces. The large proportion of 
‘oblongs’ of considerable length was here particularly striking. Among the above specimens 
there are seven measuring over 14 in. in length, N. v. i and N. v. 6 attaining the respectable 
dimensions of 30! and 3 if in, respectively. N. v. 6, reproduced in Plate CII, is curious also for 
showing portions of its columnar text both on Obv. and Rev,, written originally with a better 
ink than the rest, and hence presumably later additions. Owing to the dark colour assumed 
by the partially-perished wood the writing, though clear enough in reality, is barely traceable 
in the reproduction. The fact of some bark still remaining attached to the narrow sides of 
this tablet shows the rough methods with which this wooden ‘stationery’ was prepared on 
occasion. Among pieces that retained no trace of writing, and could not be carried away owing 
to their complete decay, I counted eight having a length of over 16 in., one of them showing 
the imposing but inconvenient dimensions of 4f feet in length, with a width of 4f in. Such 
dimensions, and the prevalence of oblong tablets with columnar writing and detached notes, 
point to records kept in some office. The very small number of wedge-shaped and rectangular 
documents' found might be taken to indicate that the office once housed in N. v. had little to 
do with correspondence. Fragments of a large pottery jar and small pieces of felt and coarse 
sacking (N. v. 17) were also found here, 

In view of the conditions already described it could not surprise me that the clearing of Discovery 
half a dozen more ruined dwellings yielded no further results. Everywhere erosion had done 
its work thoroughly, sparing neither walls nor any objects that might have been left behind 
within them. By the rows of posts it was just possible to distinguish the division of apartments, 
and the sketch-plan of Plate XXIX shows that the latter were numerous in several of these 
ancient houses. But the decay was far too advanced to permit the character, communication, 

&c., of the rooms to be ascertained. The only discovery of interest in the course of a second 
day’s excavations was an ancient ice-pit in the outhouse of a modest dwelling-place on the 
western edge of the area. Here, in a small room measuring about 12 by 9 ft., the labourers 
came upon two unhewn trunks of Toghrak half-embedded in the floor and lying parallel close 
together. Abdullah, my guide from Keriya, at once suggested that we had found a muz-khaim 
or ice store-room, trunks of trees being ordinarily used now in exactly the same way for keeping 
the ice from touching the ground. Abdullah’s conjecture was soon confirmed by the discovery 
of thick layers of poplar leaves filling the space of about 2 feet between the trunks, heaps of 
such leaves being still the usual covering for the ice which well-to-do villagers are accustomed 
to store for use in the summer. 

The sand covering the dwelling just referred to was fully 4-5 ft. deep, yet owing to ancient 
erosion nothing was left of the walls but the bleached and withered posts that had guided me 
to it. The absence of walls, of course, greatly increased the difficulty of excavation, since 
the drift-sand was ever flowing back into the space cleared. Seeing how slow progress would 
be under these conditions, and how little prospect there was of adequate return for further 
labours, I decided, after the conclusion of the second day’s work, to abstain from clearing the 
remaining structures of N, ii traceable on the northern side of the area, and to turn to more 

* Rectangular tablets are N. v. a, 15, 18; %yedge-shaped, N. v, 7, 8. 
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promising ruins. The change already noticeable in the climatic conditions supplied a forcible 
reason to hurry on work. The minimum temperature of January 31 was still -3° Fahr, but 
at noon the thermometer rose to 45“ Fahr. in the shade, and the warmth of the days was 
steadily increasing. It was clear that I could not depend for many weeks longer on the 
rigour of the desert winter to facilitate our water-supply in the form of ice, while even for other 
sites, where the difficulties raised by this question of water might be less serious, the available 
season was distinctly limited by the approach of spring with its sand-storms. 

For my next excavations I selected the remains of the two large dwelling-houses which 
I had passed on the evening of my first arrival, about two miles due south of the Stupa (see 
plan in Plate XXVII), Both ruins were prominent from their position on isolated high banks 
of loess, due to the erosion of the surrounding ground, and from the rows of large fallen poplars 
marking the ancient gardens and avenues which once surrounded them (see Figs. 40, 41). The 
number and size of the apartments, together with the careful construction of the timber framework, 
showed that they were the remains of substantial residences. In the case of the ruin to the 
east (N. Ill), the pieces of an elegantly carved wooden chair which I had previously noticed 
lying on the surface were a specially promising indication. As this building was also buried 
far deeper in sand than the other, and thus likely to prove better preserved, its excavation 
Was commenced first. The work of clearing it occupied my band of labourers fully four days, 
though by this time they had been reinforced by the last able-bodied men from Imam Ja'far 
Sadiq, summoned in haste as soon as I realized the great extent and importance of the site. 

The difficulty of the work was mainly due to the depth of the sand filling the , apartments 
that lay on the south side of the ruin and were thus, as the plan (Plate XXX) shows, well protected 
from the erosion attacking the edges. The large central room which, judging from its great 
size, 38 by 26 feet, probably served as a kind of reception hall, held no less than 9 feet of 
sand. The four massive beams of poplar \vood, which stretched across the whole length of 
the hall and once supported the roof, were found in their original position resting on the sand 
that had accumulated beneath them, as seen in the centre of Fig. 43, w’hich shows this part 
of the building before excavation. The smaller rooms adjoining the central hall westwards 
were also filled with deep sand, and owed to it the relatively good preservation of the timber 
framework of tlieir walls, as seen in Fig. 42. The apartments lying to the north had lost 
most of their cover of sand by erosion, and their walls consequently were found standing only 
a few feet above the foundations. 

That the building had once extended further in this direction was proved by the plentiful 
ddbris of timber strewing the north slopes. That erosion had not succeeded in attacking the 
ruin from its southern side also was due mainly to the protective belt formed here by the large 
trunks of ancient poplars, which were found. lying in groups, and rows as tliey had fallen long 
centuries ago. A number of these trees, even in their shrivelled and splintered condition, still 
measured well over 50 ft. in length. The strength left in' their wood was attested by the 
positions some of them were found occupying, raised high into the air . where they lay heaped 
up over other trees, or else jutting out far beyond the eroded slope, as seen in Fig. 41. The 
weight of these rows of fallen trees had effectively protected the ground beneath, which accounts 
for the fact that the plateau-like raised area occupied by N. in was found to comprise not only 
the actual site of the ruined building, but also a considerable portion of the orchard and fenced 
courtyard once surrounding it (see Plate XXX). ... 

Where the edges of this plateau marking the ancient ground-level had been cut away 
sharply and steep banks formed in the loess as towards tlie north-west (seen to the right in 
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Fig. 42), a covering layer, i-i| feet high, formed of consolidated vegetable matter and refuse, 
could clearly be made out above the soil proper. I observed exactly the same around the 
small area covered with large fallen trees and originally fenced-in which lay close to the north 
of the ruin N. iv and almost facing N. in (seen to the right in Fig. 41). It was undoubtedly 
a detached arbour; and here, too, the weight of the fallen masses of wood was retarding the 
erosion of the steeply cut loess-banks. 

In order to protect the walls of the central hall during excavation from the pressure of Finds in 
the deep sand surrounding it on the east and south, it was necessary to clear simultaneously ''' 

a broad trench outside the walls, — a task which greatly added to the actual labour. While 
it was proceeding, I had the smaller rooms of the north side, which held only from i to 5 ft. 
of sand, successively excavated and searched under my immediate supervision. In the room 
marked N. vi. the first finds were tivo small inscribed tablets (N. vi. i, 2) which turned up 
near the eroded north end almost on the surface. While examining the layer of clay mixed 
with straw and dung which formed the flooring and which lay exposed on that side, I found 
imbedded in it three more Kharosthi documents on wood (N. vi, 3, 4, 5), at what appeared 
to have been the north-east corner of the room. The three tablets lay close together, about 
one foot below the plastered top of the flooring, and had .manifestly got there before the 
latter had been laid down or repaired. Scattered over the surface of the actual floor were 
found the Kharosthi tablets N. vi. 6-1 1, while from below a piece of roof-matting which had • 
fallen close to the west wall, there turned up close together N. vi. 12-15, these last all in very 
fair preservation. The majority of the pieces from N. vi. are covering-tablets of wedge-shaped 
or rectangular documents, but, under-tablets of the same and records on single ‘oblongs’ (see 
N. vi, 12 in Plate Cl I) are also represented. Those which lay imbedded in the flooring had 
received a strong impregnation with salt, accounted for by the presence of ammoniac, and are 
hence very susceptible to damp. Seeing that only a few stray tablets were found in the other 
apartments, I am inclined to believe that N. vi. had served as the office room of this ancient 
residence. 

To the east of it, but separated by a narrow passage, lay a room (N. ix.), which had evidently Excavation 
been a kitchen. Along part of its west wall ran a platform of plaster, about 3 ft. broad and ^ Wtchen, 
6 in. high, provided all round with a raised rim of an additional 6 in. in height. The men, who 
seemed acquainted with a similar arrangement from their own houses, at once recognized in it an 
open kitchen grate, and pointed in confirmation to the semi-circular dip at the south end, clearly 
intended for the removal of ashes. Remains of several large jars of plain red pottery, and of 
a wooden trough found close by, supported their conclusion. In the south-east corner the well- 
preserved under-tablet of a wedge-shaped document, N. ix. i (see Plate C) was found ; and two 
more inscribed pieces (oblongs), one of them (N. ix. 2) containing what looked like a list arranged 
in columns with numerals at the end, were discovered close to the fireplace or grate. Perhaps 
these wooden documents had found their way into the kitchen, like so much ‘waste-paper,’ as 
convenient material for kindling a fire. 

A small room communicating with the kitchen by a door in its south wall proved quite An ancient 
empty, but the narrow closet-like apartment (N. viii.), lying between this and N. vi., yielded ^ore-room, 
a series of very curious relics. In the shallow sand there was found broken in two pieces a 
carefully-turned shaft of poplar-wood, about 6 ft. 4 in. long and measuring about i| in. in diameter. 

At one end this shaft has a piece of strong camel-skin, about 6 in. long, tightly sewn round it. 

The shaft looks as if it had been made for a spear or similar weapon, but I am unable to account 
for the use of the piece of leather. That the closet, measuring 17 by 6 ft., must have been 
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used as a storage-room, became evident when in succession there emerged from it a bow of 
roughly-carved tamarisk wood, about 3 ft. long; a curved piece of willow-wood, 3 ft. long and 
about 6 in. broad in the middle, which looks as if it had once formed a section of an oblong shield ; 
a donkey’s saddle-tree ; and, besides otlier broken shafts, a stout walking-stick of apple-wood. 
The photograph reproduced in Plate IX shows these objects with other ancient wooden implements 
from ruins subsequently excavated at this site. 

The bow was still crisp and capable of use. The wood of what I take to be the section 
of an oblong shield was remarkably light and tough, about half an inch thick for about 2 feet of 
its length, and then thickening to if in. in the top part, where it curves inwards so as to offer 
better protection against downward strokes. Along the inner side edge it bore holes, no doubt 
meant for fastenings that joined it to another section. The donkey’s saddle-tree, made of 
mulberry-wood, is in excellent preservation, and of practically the same pattern as that still in use 
throughout Eastern Turkestan. Of the two inscribed tablets found here one is the covering- 
tablet or envelope of a rectangular document, while the other (N. viii. i) resembles a label and 
shows three columns, each with five short lines of KharosthI which end with numerical figures 
and evidently contain some list. All the rooms so far described formed a small block by 
themselves, separated from the rest of the extant portions of the house by a passage about 
4 feet broad. An arrangement similar to this is seen in the ground-plans of the dwellings 
N. IV and N, vii (see Plates XXXI, XXXII), and may be found reproduced with some modi- 
fications in modern residences of the country". 

Next to this block, but south of the passage, lay the room marked N. vii,, which formed 
a kind of ante-chamber to the central hall. It measured 20 ft. square, and showed a raised 
platform of plaster 3 ft. 8 in. broad and 13 in. high along its north and west sides. By a door 
2 ft. 9 in, broad and 6 ft. 4 in. high, which is seen in the photograph (Plate VII), it communicated 
with the hall. Another door, slightly wider, but only 5 ft. 4 in, high, formed the entrance from 
the passage westwards. The single wooden leaf which once closed it was found in good pre- 
servation, and still on its hinges, leaning against the south wall of N. vii., just as when it had 
been last opened. Its top is just visible in the photograph (Plate VII). A little to the east 
of the centre of the room two round posts were found, 10 ft. high, which had probably supported 
a raised portion of the roof serving as a skylight; for just between the two posts the floor 
showed a small oblong area sunk 6 in. below the general surface, which had undoubtedly been 
used as a fireplace. The smoke rising from the latter would thus find above a convenient 
exit. Within this fireplace lay several small torn pieces of the same fine coloured rug, which 
I shall have to describe presently in connexion with the central hall. On the Avest platform, 
and close to the door, were found the under-tablet of a rectangular document, broken into two 
pieces but otherwise well preserved, and a carefully-turned stick, probably of sandal-wood, about 
1 1,- in, long, bearing an ivory ferule at one end and fitted also at the other for a ferule or 
knob of some kind. The small hole bored through the stick below the ferule does not help 
to indicate its original purpose. 

The central hall, the excavation of which had cost so much time and labour, was found 
to have been cleared completely by the last dwellers or visitors of any movable objects of 
practical value it might have once contained. Yet the architectural and decorative details 
revealed in it formed some compensation for the trouble taken. I have referred already to 
the four massive beams which stretched over the longer side of the hall and once supported 

’ Comp, ihc plan of the house of a well-to-do Khotancse quarters; Mission D. ds Rhins, ii. p. 99. 
which served MM, Dutreuil de Rhins and Grenard as winter 
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the roof. Those crossing the central part of the hall were 38 ft. long and 9 in. square, made, 
like the rest of the principal timber pieces in these structures, of the wood of the Terek 
{PoptUus alba). The corbel, which was fixed beneath these two central beams, was also a fine 
piece of wood, 7 ft. 9 in. long, 10 in. high and 8 in. thick. The post which once carried it had 
fallen long ago, and could not be identified with certainty, but its large circular base with a 
socket was found in the original position a little to the north of a raised oblong fireplace 
occupying the centre of the floor. It is possible that the massive and boldly-moulded pillar- 
head, 2 ft. 4 in. high, seen on the extreme left of the photograph (Plate VIII), as well as the 
square piece with carved floral design seen on the right, had formed part of this post. They 
were both found some 4 ft. above the floor near the east wall. 

The walls of the hall were found standing to a height varying from 6, to 8 feet, except Walls of 
near the south-east corner, where a small portion of the south wall was entirely broken. Their 
relatively massive construction made it all the more difficult to prop them up and to prevent 
their falling in during excavation. The arrangement of the timber-framework and its plaster 
covering corresponded closely to that described in N. i, and is illustrated by the photographs 
(Plate VII), showing the greater portions of the north and south walls. The longitudinal 
walls were divided by three posts, 6 in. broad and 4 in, thick ; in each of the intervals six 
round stakes served as supports to the wattle of matting and its plaster covering. Curiously 
enough, the diagonal tamarisk matting peculiar to most buildings of this site reached here 
only to a height of 6 ft. from the floor, while above this a horizontal reed-matting was found, 
just as at Dandan-Uiliq. Two horizontal beams inserted between each pair of posts helped to 
give strength to wattle and plaster. 

As the work of clearing proceeded, the stuccoed walls revealed interesting remains of Fresco orna- 
ornamentation in fresco. This consisted in the first place of a broad horizontal scroll, painted 
in dark red and black on a plaster ground of creamy white. It began about 3 ft. 8 in. below 
the original top of the walls, and showed alternately five-petalled flowers and plain double 
rings, both painted red and of 8 in. diameter. They were joined by a scroll ornament, consisting 
of two semi-lunes put back to back and having a double cincture in the middle. Both the flowers 
and the last-named ornament have their e.xact counterparts in motives of floral decoration common 
in Gandhara sculpture^. Above and below the broad band thus formed, traces of which can 
still be seen in the photographs (Plate VII), there ran bands of black, only 2 in, broad, showing 
a simple floral pattern in white resembling a fern leaf. From the lower black band hung 
perpendicular streamers 20 in. long and 2 in. broad, at intervals of 10 in. Between each pair 
a wedge-shaped garland was shown in black outline, finishing below in a pendant formed by 
a closed lotus in dark-red colour corresponding to the colours of the flowers above. Small 
irregularities proved that this wall-decoration had been done by hand and without the use of 
a stencil. 

The open fireplace in the centre of the hall already mentioned was formed by a rim of Ancient 
plaster raised 6 in. above the floor and 6 in, broad. A dip on its north side served for the 
removal of ashes. The remains of embers found within were a memento of life long departed, ° 
and so also, but more curious, the large torn piece, 19 by 15-I in., of an ancient rug vvhich had 
been thrown into this receptacle. Smaller pieces of this rug had turned up within the fireplace 
of the adjoining room. The careful coloured reproduction given in Plate LX XV, and the technical 

^ For the five-petalled flower comp. Foucher, L’Art dtt four-petalled flowers on the plinth of the famous sculpture 
Gandhara, i. p. 218, figs. 96, 213, &c. in the Lahore Museum showing Mara’s army; see Giiin- 

A scroll ornament exactly similar is inserted between wedel-Burgess, Buddhist art. Fig. 48. 
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the roof. Those crossing the central part of the hall were 38 ft. long and 9 in. square, made, 
like the rest of the principal timber pieces in these structures, of the wood of the TereJi 
{Populus al 5 a). The corbel, which was fixed beneath these two central beams, was also a fine 
piece of wood, 7 ft. 9 in. long, 10 in. high and 8 in. thick. The post which once carried it had 
fallen long ago, and could not be identified with certainty, but its large circular base with a 
socket was found in the original position a little to the north of a raised oblong fireplace 
occupying the centre of the floor. It is possible that the massive and boldly-moulded pillar- 
head, 2 ft. 4 in. high, seen on the extreme left of the photograph (Plate VIII), as well as the 
square piece with carved floral design seen on the right, had formed part of this post. They 
were both found some 4 ft. above the floor near the east wall. 

The walls of the hall were found standing to a height varying from 6. to 8 feet, except Walls of 
near the south-east corner, where a small portion of the south wall was entirely broken. Their 
relatively massive construction made it all the more difficult to prop them up and to prevent 
their falling in during excavation. The arrangement of the timber-framework and its plaster 
covering corresponded closely to that described in N. i, and is illustrated by the photographs 
(Plate VII), showing the greater portions of the north and south walls. The longitudinal 
walls were divided by three posts, 6 in. broad and 4 in, thick ; in each of the intervals six 
round stakes served as supports to the wattle of matting and its plaster covering. Curiously 
enough, the diagonal tamarisk matting peculiar to most buildings of this site reached here 
only to a height of 6 ft. from the floor, while above this a horizontal reed-matting was found, 
just as at Dandan-Uiliq. Two horizontal beams inserted between each pair of posts helped to 
give strength to wattle and plaster. 

As the work of clearing proceeded, the stuccoed walls revealed interesting remains of Fresco orna- 
ornamentation in fresco. This consisted in the first place of a broad horizontal scroll, painted 
in dark red and black on a plaster ground of creamy white. It began about 3 ft. 8 in. below 
the original top of the walls, and showed alternately five-petalled flowers and plain double 
rings, both painted red and of 8 in. diameter. They were joined by a scroll ornament, consisting 
of two semi-lunes put back to back and having a double cincture in the middle. Both the flowers 
and the last-named ornament have their exact counterparts in motives of floral decoration common 
in Gandhara sculptured Above and below the broad band thus formed, traces of which can 
still be seen in the photographs (Plate VII), there ran bands of black, only 2 in. broad, showing 
a simple floral pattern in white resembling a fern leaf. From the lower black band hung 
perpendicular streamers 20 in. long and 2 in. broad, at intervals of 10 in. Between each pair 
a wedge-shaped garland was shown in black outline, finishing below in a pendant formed by 
a closed lotus in dark-red colour corresponding to the colours of the flowers above. Small 
irregularities proved that this wall-decoration had been done by hand and without the use of 
a stencil. 

The open fireplace in the centre of the hall already mentioned was formed by a rim of Ancient 

plaster raised 6 in. above the floor and 6 in. broad. A dip on its north side served for the 
* * ru®^. 

removal of ashes. The remains of embers found within were a memento of life long departed, 

and so also, but more curious, the large torn piece, 19 by 15I in., of an ancient rug which had 

been thrown into this receptacle. Smaller pieces of this rug had turned up within the fireplace 

of the adjoining room. The careful coloured reproduction given in Plate LXXV, and the technical 

^ For the five-petalled flower comp. Foucher, L’Art dit four-petalled flowers on the plinth of the famous sculpture 
Gandhara, i. p. 218, figs. g6, 213, &c. in the Lahore Museum showing Mara’s army; see Grun- 
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details recorded in the inventory entry (N. vii. 3) belov.- make it unnecessary’ to describe here 
at length this very interesting specimen of ancient textile industry'. Its arrangement of transverse 
stripes and bands, and its decoration with simple geometrical patterns, show a remarkably dose 
approach to tire type of the Indian ‘Darrie’ as it exists at present. The hanuoniously blended 
colours are also such as are familiar to those acquainted with the cotton floor coverings in 
ordinary use throughout India. The Svastika-like pattern which appears in all the broad stripes, 
and the StCipa-like ornament, of which a portion (in green) is visible at the bottom of th.e red 
stripe, are unmistakably Indian in design, and in combination with tire general make of the 
rug justify the conclusion that not only the sculptural and pictorial arts of Khotan, but also 
the irrore decorative branches of its textile industry had from an early date received their 
models fronr India. The brightness of the colouring has remained in all pieces of the rug, 
in spite of tire long use proved by their torn condition and the numerous traces of mending 
and patching. 

But the most thorough proof of the dominating influence which Indian art exercised on 
the industries represented in this ancient settlement was furnished by the ornamental wood- 
carving of the chair (N, vii. 4) reproduced in Plate LXVTII. Its pieces, tlrough disjointed, by 
close together on the floor of the half-eroded outer room north of N. vii. where they had been 
noticed by me on my first arrival. It was fortunate that the pieces (reproduced in the pliotograjih, 
Plate VIII, before I had realized how they fitted together) had fallen with their carved faces 
towards the ground; else tlieir elaborate carvings could not have remained in such good 
preservation after progressive erosion had removed the sand which once protected them. One 
of the four broad carved panels which were tenoned into the legs of the chair and held them 
together was missing. But even without this the whole can still be made to stand upright by 
itself as seen in Plate LXVTII and in the show case of the British Museum. The hci.'ht of 
the legs is 23 in. and the width of the chair (approx.) 26 in. The shorter end panels are still 
firmly retained between their respective pair of legs by wooden pegs passing ilirough the dowels 
and tenons, while the long front panel has got detached and, owing to warping and fissures, 
no longer fits its dowels exactly'. The great interest of this ancient piece of furniture lies in 
its ornamental carving, which .shows the closest resemblance to deconitive motives familiar from 
Gandhara reliefs. Referring for all details of the carving to the description given in the list, 

I may point out that the four-petallcd flower of a shape closely approaching llic large purple 
clematis, wliich forms its most frequent feature, is well known in Gandhara sculptures. VV'c nnd 
it there either comj*lete and enclosed in squares forming ornamental bands, or else liaivcd and 
placed wilidn triatigular spaces just os seen on the panels and legs of the chair*. I'he ^i.pag 
arningement of these Iialved flowers has .also its exact parallel there. The elgiit-pcuUcd btui 
is tiiunista.kably Indian, while the central ornament of the front pan.el, with its conventionaUreJ 
fruit (pomegranate ?) and leaves, recalls decor.uivc elements on certain huio-Corinthun capimls. 

'f'his close agreement with decorative motives tound in Gaiulb.am r.cul(ijures <it the r;,'.! 
centuries of our era was wdeotned by me from the first as valuable conlirmation ul the dnono* 
to;, deal c'.idence deduciule front the KiuirO'qUi writitig of the t.ablets. In another thfr.ctuns, too, 
t'nis piece of aticienc art U;rniture serves m; usefvd tc,.t:moay. Though no: oi intruoac value 
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stances. The rclaiN'cly large size of the house similarly helps to suggest that this was tlie 
residence of a man of means, and possiblj' in authority — an impression that led my labourers 
to christen it the ‘ Yannin.’ In s})itc of the c.^pectations thus raised or, perhaps, just because 
such hopes had attracted searchers to the abandoned dwelling long before the sand had completely 
invaded it, no objects of any kind were found in the other rooms cleared. In view of this it 
appeared improbable that the large area to the cast of the hall, which looked like an open 
courtyard, should retain antiquarian relics; and as its c.\cavation, owing to the depth of the 
sand, would luavc cost even more time than that of the hall, I decided to leave it unopened. Of 
the small detached structures to the west (see plan, Plate XXX), built with walls of rushes 
and plaster, it was easy to ascertain from the accumulations of animal refuse that they had served 
merely as cattle-sheds or stables. 

The clearing of the ruined dwelling-house (N. iv) situated to the west of N. iii at a distance Excavation 
of a little over a furlong, proved far easier, since its broken walls retained less of drift-sand, °fruinN.iv 
while at die same time it was attended by results equally curious. The plan of this house and 
its immediate surroundings, reproduced on Plate XXXI, is a good illustration of the typical 
arrangement of these ancient residences. The disposition of the rooms, of the adjoining orchard 
and arbour, &c., recalled what I had observed in modern Khotan dwelling-places of some preten- 
sions. The. effects of erosion of die ground had not caused so much damage here as, e.g,, at 
N. I and N. HI ; on the other hand, the thinness of the walls, the plaster of which was put 
against horizontal kayers of reeds, had caused much of the superstructure to decay and the 
protecting cover of sand to be reduced in consequence. Among die rooms ranged on both 
sides of a central passage the one marked N. x., though covered only by about one foot of sand, 
proved particularly rich in interesting objcct.s. There could be no doubt that we were clearing 
tlie miscellaneous waste left behind in an ancient scriptorium or ‘ Daftar,’ to use the comprehensive 
term of the modern East, when there emerged from close to the floor, besides a number of 
Kharosjlu documents on rectangular, oblong, and ‘Takhti ’-shaped tablets (see N. x. 3. c in 
Plate XCVIl) a variety of writing implements and unused wooden ‘stationery.’ 

The four roughly-cut wooden styles consisting of tamarisk twigs sharpened at one end, of Writing 
which two specimens arc reproduced in Plate CV, put me at once in mind of the remark of the 
T'ang Annalist that the people of Khotan ‘ used pieces of wood instead of brushes [for writing] ’ k N. x. 

The subsequent discovery of the far more finished wooden pen from N. xv. (see same plate) 
disposed of any possible doubt on the point. Two oblong tablets (N. x. 9. a, b), which together 
with the styles were found on the low plaster platform running round two sides of the room, 
are blank ; their curious shape, with a handle at each end, suggests their having been intended 
for labels. Another blank tablet (N. x. g. c, sec Plate CV), 10 in. long and only half an inch wide, 
presents points of special interest. Its very narrow shape and general resemblance to the slip- 
like pieces of wood on which the subsequently-discovered Chinese documents of N. xv. are 
written® make it appear distinctly probable that it, too, was meant to receive a single row of 
Chinese characters. Now N, x, 9, c differs from the inscribed pieces of N. xv. by showing a hole at 
each end, and these holes (one of tliem pierced through a small handle) could manifestly have 
served only for stringing purposes. We shall see later that the Chinese documents on wood 
found in N. xv,, plentiful as they were, do not solve the question how records extending over 
more than one row of characters were conveniently ranged and kept in order. Is it possible 
that in this piece (N. x. 9. c) we have the solitary e,xample of that kind of wooden stationery 

' See Rdmusat, Fi 7 /e de Kholan, p. 33 ; now Chavannes, ’ See below, pp. 338 sqq.; for illustrations, Plates CXII- 

Turcs oaid,, p. 125. CXIV. 
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which would allow of Chinese documents being recorded in the traditional fashion of one row 
of characters per slip of wood (or bamboo), and yet spread over more than one slip without 
risk of confusion or partial loss ? We shall have occasion to recur to this point hereafter. 

Among the tablets inscribed in KharosthI, of which altogether nine were found in this 
room, two may be specially mentioned here. N. x. 3 is a ‘ Takhti ’ closely covered with fairly 
clear writing, which, however, owing to the darkened surface of the wood, fails to appear in the 
reproduction (Plate Cl). The interest of this piece lies in the divergent directions of the writing, 
as explained in the inventory entry, which prove that, different from the usual fashion, the Takhti 
handle was held occasionally in the right hand of the reader. The oblong label-shaped tablet 
N. X. 4 (Plate cm), containing on one side two narrow columns of KharosthI, is curious on 
account of the small twig which was found fastened into its hole, and by which it had been 
in all probability pinned to the wall. We thus see how closely the practical use of such wooden 
labels must often have resembled that of our memo, slips on paper. 

The three eating sticks (N. x. 06) of varying lengths, and two spindles (N. x. 01, 2) would 
suffice to show that the ‘ Daftar ’ had been put at times to homely uses, even if there had not 
been found in it a large mat made of closely-woven tamarisk rushes, about 6 ft. 3 in. long, 
which by the evidence of the two parallel staves placed below it must have served for a sleeping 
cot or hammock. An ancient broom, N. x. 07 (see Plate LXXIII), made of grass in a fashion 
closely resembling that described above in connexion with the find D. ii. on, shows that whoever 
had last taken up his quarters here was not altogether averse to tidiness. What use he could 
have made of the wing of a bird about the size of a small hawk (N. x. 08) is uncertain. 

Among the rooms comprised in the series towards the south-west, and mostly provided 
with low sitting platforms, only those marked N. xi., N. xiii., N. xiv., yielded any objects; the 
finds consisted in each case of one or two KharosthI tablets, none of them showing any novel 
features. But in the passage (N. xii.) separating these rooms from those facing north-east some 
curious remains came to light. The well-preserved upper part of a guitar (N. xii. 2) about 16 in. 
long, reproduced in Plate LXXIII, closely resembles the ‘ Rabab’ still in popular use throughout 
Turkestan ■f. It was fitted with four strings, of which remains of three still adhere to the existing 
keys. The substitution of a roughly-carved stick for one of these, and the gut fastened round the 
fissured neck of the instrument plainly show that it had long been in a bad state of repair. Even 
more interesting were the remains of two elaborately decorated wooden chairs which were also 
recovered here. The legs of one, three in number (see Plate LXX), are ig in. high, and 
represent monsters with the head of a lion, the leg of a horse, and what looks like the indication 
of a winged body, the whole suggesting the imitation of a ‘ Simhasana ’. But little remains of 
the original colouring, chiefly in pink and black, the latter colour being used over a pink 
ground to mark the mane. Two legs of another chair, i3|- in. long, also shown in Plate LXX, 
are formed by a pair of well-carved monsters, male and female. The heads and apparently 
the busts are human, the parts from the waist downwards are bird-like, while the legs are 
those of a horse with strongly marked hoofs. The ground-colour of bright red is well preserved 
in parts, and over it appear traces of dark blue and black paint marking the plumage and hoofs. 
Composite figures of a closely similar type are well known from an early period in Indian 
iconography, being used at Sanchi for the representation of certain classes of demigods. Both 
Gandharvas and Kimnaras are there shown with human busts set on bird-like lower parts of 
the body®. I am unable at present to trace the above features combined with the legs of 

. ' Comp, the representation of a Rabab with five strings ® See Grunwedel-Burgess, Buddhist art, pp. 46 sq. 

in Mission D. de Bhins, ii. p. 136. 
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a horse. But the frequent representations of Tritons or, to use the more- explicit technical 
term, of Ichthyo-centaurs, in Gandhara sculpture, with human busts, wings, horses’ legs, and 
serpentine fish tails'*, prove that even more complicated monstrosities directly borrowed from 
the classical West were well known to that form of Buddhist art in India which supplied the 
models for the art work of old Khotan. 

In the same passage (N, xii.) were found several small pieces of a woollen carpet, with 
a carefully worked fret pattern in blue and light yellow as described in the list below, as well 
as' a long stick-like tablet (N. xii. i) showing columns of Kharosthi writing. Were all these 
miscellaneous objects and fragments thrown into, or dropped in, the passage when the final 
clearing of the dwelling took place before its desertion ? 

A curious feature of this ruined residence was the clearness with which the arrangement Ancient 
of the adjoining garden and of two arbours could be traced. The smaller of the latter, situated 
about So ft. to the north-east of N. x., has already been referred to, and is seen on the right 
of Fig. 40. Its enclosing fence of rushes, forming a square of about 45 ft, had for the greater 
-part, survived, while the bleached trunks of the poplars once growing inside, splendid specimens 
most of them, from 40 to 50 ft long, were lying in heaps as they had fallen. In the other 
arbour, just outside the ancient rush fence to the north-west of the building, as shown in the 
plan of Plate XXXI, the gaunt trunks of dead poplars still rose 8 to 10 ft. from the original 

surface, being thus clearly visible above the drift-sand which lay here to an average depth of 

4-5 ft. The trees were planted at regular intervals, which my plan accurately indicates, and 

grouped in a rectangular avenue and small square exactly after the fashion in which I found 

every well-kept ‘ Bostan ’ laid out from Kashgar to Kenya. Within the squares little tanks 
are usually formed, having a platform in the centre, which serves as a convenient place for 
festive parties or repose in summer-time. This may have been the arrangement here also, 

.but there was no time for clearing the ground. The difference between these rows of trunks 
still rising in their original positions and the heaps of large fallen trees seen near N. m and 
other ruins Avas very striking. It suggested that there had been from the beginning considerable 
variations in the quantity of sand that covered different portions of the ground, the dead trees 
still standing having been kept erect by the early accumulation of high sand around them. 

The area immediately to the west and south of the ruined house was found enclosed by Ancient 
a rush fence, mostly Intact, though completely covered in some parts by the sand. The shrivelled 
trunks of fruit trees rising above the latter in small irregular groups showed that this had been lane, 
an orchard and garden. Here, as Avell as among the remains of other ancient orchards Avhich 
could be traced hear ruined structures of this site, my diggers had no difficulty in distinguishing 
various fruit-trees, such as the peach, apricot, mulberry, Jigda (oleaster), with the wood of which 
they were familiar from their own homes. The small specimens of different woods which 
, Plate CIV reproduces, were collected from the trees found around this ruin. To the south 
of the orchard tAvo parallel fences of rushes could be made out for a short distance, marking 
a little country lane. At one or tAvo places near, the eastern entrance of this lane the Avind 
had SAvept aAvay the drift-sand, and here the ground displayed pottery fragments, bits of charcoal, 
and Avell preserved small twigs — the very soil on which the last inhabitants must have trodden. 
Searching in the sand at the bottom of the fences close by, my antique walking-stick (from N. viii.) 
disturbed rustling dead leaves of Terek and fruit-trees Avhich had found a safe shelter there at 
a time AA'hen the bleached trunks of the orchard were still living. It Avas Avith a strange feeling. 


STEIN 


’ See Foucher, L’Art du Gandhdra, i. pp. 241 sq. 


X X 



Ruin with 

human 

remains. 


Reconnais- 
sance to 
northern 
groups of 
ruins. 


First finds 
at N. .\v. 


338 


THE ANCIENT SITE BEYOND' THE NIYA RIVER 


[Chap. XI 


almost obliterating the sense of time, that I found myself picking up frail leaves that had fallen 
when the Caesars still ruled in Rome and the knowledge of Greek writing had scarcely yet 
vanished on the Indus. 

In the evening of February 5, when the clearing of N. iv had been completed, I visited 
the spot about 600 yards to the south where on my first arrival I had noticed the slope of 
a small loess-bank strewn with bones, apparently human. On clearing away the sand; which 
lay only i to 2 ft. deep on the top of this bank, low foundations of mud walls were laid bare. 
Those of a room measuring about 17 ft. from east to west and 15 ft. across could still be 
distinguished ; of the walls of a second room very little was left, owing to erosion of the ground. 
The walls showed a thickness of about 2 ft. and nowhere stood higher than if ft. ; of brickwork 
there was no trace. Inside the area occupied by the second room, and chiefly in that part of 
it which had undergone some erosion, there lay in confusion human bones belonging apparently 
to not more than six skeletons. Most of them were broken or splintered, and of the skulls 
only one was fairly intact. The measurements I was able to ascertain Avere, maximum antero- 
posterior length, 185 mm.; maximum transverse breadth, 142 mm.; minimum frontal breadth, 

1 18 mm. No timber-debris of any kind was found near this small ruin, about the true character 
of which I was unable to form any definite opinion. I noted, however, that the level of the 
ground occupied by the foundations Avas at least 15 ft. loAver than that of N. m and N. iv, 
and I Avondered Avhether this might be an indication of later — or earlier — origin. 


Section III.— DISCOVERIES IN AN ANCIENT RUBBISH-HEAP, N, .xv. 

The excavation of the ruins so far described had furnished conclusive evidence of the 
fact that the extant structures of this site Avere mainly private dAvellings Avhich had been cleared 
by their last inhabitants, or else soon after their departure, of any objects of intrinsic value or 
practical utility. It Avas clear that my hopes for further archaeological finds of importance 
mainly depended upon any rubbish remains Avhich might have been left behind. These hopes 
Avere greatly encouraged by the results of a rapid reconnaissance Avhich, on February 3, I had 
been able to make of ruins reported north of my camp. On that occasion I visited or sighted 
more than half a dozen small groups of ruined structures scattered over an area measuring 
about 3I miles from south to north, and about tAvo miles broad. 

In a much-decayed ruin (N. v) situated about half-Avay to the northern limit of the site, 
Avhich neither by its size nor its state of preservation Avould then have attracted special attention, 
I had come upon about a do2en of once inscribed tablets lying e.xposed, and in consequence 
entirely bleached- and splintered. A search in the sand of the eroded slope to the north of 
the room and a little digging at the exposed edge of it had, Avithin half an hour, put me in 
possession of over thirty inscribed pieces. Among the important finds Avhich attended this rapid 
‘prospecting’, tliere Avas a completely preserved double-Avedge, N. xv, 24 (see Plate IC), in the 
clay seal impression of Avhich I at once recognized a standing Pallas Avith shield and aegis, 
and tAvo novelties Avhich, though small in size, could not fail to excite my utmost interest. 
One consisted of some narroAv and thin pieces of Avood (noAv marked N. xv. 02, oS, 09, 010), 
all fragmentary, shoAving Chinese characters arranged in single columns ; the other Avas a frag- 
mentary document on leather torn into' tAvo pieces (N. xv. 29), one of them bearing a short 
entry in KharosthI, Avhich I could read Avithout difficulty as the date record vuise .}. divase lO 
‘ on the tenth day in the fourth month ’. Finds so varied and occurring in such rapid succession 
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betokened a rich deposit; the ruin holding it lay fully two miles to 'the north of the Stupa, 
and in order to secure more time for its careful excavation I decided to move my camp to it. 

While the men were occupied in effecting the shift on the morning of February 6 I found Survey of 
time to make a close examination of the little StOpa below which my first camp had stood. 

Its west. side had been dug into and destroyed to a considerable extent; also the south face 
as far as exposed showed damage. From the north the vicinity of the high sand cone rising 
above the Slfipa, as seen in Fig. 38, made excavation difikult. On the east, too, much drift- 
sand had accumulated against the StQpa, but the ground immediately southward sloped down, 
and thus a rapid clearing of that face became possible. This proved that the small cylindrical 
dome, about 7 ft. high and 6 ft. 6 in. in diameter, did not rest, as had appeared at first, on 
a single square base, but that this Stnpa, too, possessed its orthodox triple base, as shown by 
all sufficiently well-prescr\*ed StQpa ruins in the region explored by me (see ground-plan and 
elevation in Plate XXIX). The topmost base was formed by a small platform 8 ft. 6 in. square 
and only 1 ft. high, which cvcrj'whcre, except towards the north-east, had become indistinguish- 
able. Next below rose the middle base, 13 ft. 6 in, square and 6 ft. 6 in, high, which is visible 
with its much damaged western and southern faces in P'ig. 38. The lowest base, measuring 
19 ft. 6 in. square and 6 ft, iit height, w.as brought to light only when the excavation on the east 
side had, under the Surveyor’s supervision, been carried down to the original ground-level. 

As the top of the cylindrical dome was broken, and must originally have risen several feet 
higher, it is clear that the total height of the structure, now 20 ft, 6 in., when intact exceeded 
considerably the greatest dimension of the base. The same may have been tlte case with the 
Maurl-Tim StQpa 

The masonry throughout consisted of sun-dried bricks, those used in the base portions Constnic- 
measuring 22 by 17 in,, with a thickness of ,}. in. In the dome bricks of the same thickness 
but of smaller width appear to have been used, as was indeed required by the shape and 
reduced dimensions of this part of the structure. Owing to erosion of the surface and the plaster 
filling the frequent interstices their exact size could not be ascertained. On the south face the 
middle base had fallen off bodily, and thus displayed the inner construction. It was seen here 
that the innermost part of the base, S ft. 6 in. square, corresponding to the top platform, had 
been built separately, with a finished outside surface, and the middle base constructed outside 
it by adding walls 2 ft. 6 in. thick to each face. This construction may, perhaps, have been 
used throughout, the three base portions being built one outside the other as concentrical 
squares, with the cylindrical portion corresponding to the Stupa dome as a circular core. 
Otherwise the fact mentioned might possibly be e.xplained as an indication of subsequent 
reconstruction and enlargement. 

In the centre of the Stupa dome there was a shaft, just as observed in the Stupa of Cuttings 
Maurl-Tim and in the StQpas of Endere and Rawak to be described later. It only measured '"‘o Stupa. 
I ft. square, and had been laid open by a cutting, which treasure-seekers had made from the 
west into the brickwork both of the dome and the two upper bases. From a large hole dug 
to the centre of the dome and below it a relic deposit may possibly have been abstracted 
at some earlier date. Ibrahim on his previous visit had continued this excavation towards the 
centre of the middle portion of the base, but evidently without securing thereby the hoped-for 
‘treasure’. Another large hole had been e.xcavated sideways into the base. In none of these 
burrowings could I trace any indication of the extant masonry covering some earlier Stupa. 


‘ See above, p. 8i, 
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As soon as the main' features of the 'Stupa had been clearly recognized I hastened . to 
proceed to the ruin N. v, the object of my next excavations. On the way I noticed a gradual 
change in the appearance of the ground, the broad dunes with frequent cones covered by 
tamarisk scrub giving way to extensive bare loess-banks between small dunes which were 
rarely interrupted by sand-cones. The tamarisk growth, to which the latter owed thdr forma- 
tion, was scanty and mostly dead. Near the line where the change became marked there was 
the half-eroded ruin of a small structure of rush-walls, apparently a cattle-shed. 

Promising as the finds were which my previous ‘prospecting’ at N. v had yielded, there 
was nothing in the survey of the surface remains that could lead me to anticipate how rich 
a deposit of ancient records I had struck in this ruin. The remains of the main structure,- 
as seen in the photograph (Fig. 44), taken- from the south and before excavation, consisted only 
of much decayed posts marking the walls of a few rooms and of a rush-wall strengthened by 
timber which had enclosed a courtyard. There was timber-ddbris scattered over the slopes 
adjoining the ruin on the north and north-east, and leading down to eroded ground from 20 to 
25 ft. below the original level; but neither its quantity nor its appearance suggested that more 
than a modest dwelling-house had once stood here. The only feature attracting attention was 
the large orchard, marked by dead fruit-trees and a fence traceable in deep sand, which extended 
to the west and south of the structure as seen in the plan (Plate XXXII). 

The small dimensions of the extant remains made it easy to let the men under Ram 
Singh’s supervision proceed with the clearing of the rooms southward and the adjoining portions 
of the courtyard, while I myself, with a few of the more handy labourers, among them Ibrahim, 
concentrated my attention upon the corner room, N. xv., to the north or more correctly NNVV.,. 
on the edge of which towards the eroded slope my previous search had brought to light the 
already mentioned finds. On carefully clearing the drift-sand from the eroded slope in the 
direction towards what (for brevity’s sake) I may call the northern side of this room, I ascer- 
tained that owing to erosion the wall of the room on this side had disappeared almost entirely. 
But part of its foundation beam was found still in siht, and thus the. original dimensions of 
the room, 23 by 18 ft. (including walls) could be measured. Owing to the erosion of this wall 
a portion of the layer of rubbish it had retained . within the immediately adjoining part of the 
room (marked ISf on plan) had slid down the slope, and from this most of the previous finds 
proved to have been recovered. A careful search of the -remainder furnished the inscribed 
tablets now marked N. xv. 30-36. 

As soon as systematic clearing had reached the area inside the north wall it revealed 
layers upon layers of wooden tablets embedded in a mass of what looked like old rubbish 
deposits mixed up with fine dust and remains of a straw-covered roof. On the top of this 
fairly compact mass, and clearly distinguishable from it, there lay a thin cover of drift-sand 
only about i ft. deep. It was not from this sand, but from the consolidated mass of I'efuse 
forming a bank close on 4 ft* thick above the original mud floor, that I extracted tablet after 
tablet. Thus the truth soon dawned upon me. I had struck an ancient rubbish-heap, formed 
by the accumulations of many years, and containing also what, with an anachronism, may fitly 
be called ‘ the waste-paper ’ deposits of that period. Fig. 45 shows a portion of the refuse 
stratum filling the room as seen when the clearing had proceeded to its centre, and will help 
to illustrate the conditions in which the epigraphic riches of this ruin were recovered. 

Throughout the room, the documents on wood and leather, of which it yielded in the end 
over 250, were found, either separately or in relative proximity, scattered among layers containing 
broken pottery, pieces of matting and wood, straw, rags of felt and a variety of woven materials, 
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pieces of leather, and other promiscuous rubbish. The earth which enveloped all this litter 
looked exactly like the ordinary loess, and manifestly owed its origin to the consolidation of 
the dust deposits which the rubbish-Iieap must have received in the course of its gradual formation. 

The dust which had been bound together here, was, of course, of the same character as that 
which has helped to form the loess soil. It was evident that the consistency which this accretion 
of varied refuse intermingled with dust had acquired in the course of long centuries, had more 
than anything else helped to protect it against the erosive action of the w'inds. It was, in 
fact, the compactness of these deposits, filling the whole interior of N. xv. to a height of about 
4 ft., which had saved the walls of tlie room (seen in Fig. .15) from being reduced to mere rows 
of posts like almost all the other walls in this ruin. The combined conditions of cohesion and 
dryness whicli the weight of this ancient dustbin and the absorbent cliaracter of its sub-aerial 
dust deposits assured, account for tlie remarkable state of preservation shown by the great 
mass of the precious records embedded in it. At the same time we have a clear indication of 
the more unsavour)' associations of a dustbin in the salt impregnation of many of the wooden 
tablets from N. xv., mainly due to the presence of ammoniac. It makes them now particularly 
sensitive to atmospheric moisture, and liable to develop stains even under the protection of 
the well-fitting glass panes of the Britisii Museum. 

I had ample opportunities to familiarize myself witli all the manifold contents of this Cluirlng of 
remarkable refuse-heap during the three laborious days which its clearing cost me. As soon 
as I had realized the peculiar origin of its deposits, it became a matter of importance to keep 
as accurate a record as the conditions of the work and the available time would permit of the 
relative position in which each written document or other object of interest turned up. This 
might assist in tracing chronological order and in some cases possibly also internal connexion 
among the \*arious documents. Accordingly, every inscribed piece Iiad to be removed by 

myself and briefly tabulated after a preliminary cleaning. This was no easy task with fingers 

half-numbed by cold in the fresh north-e.ist wind which u'as blowing during the greatest part 
of the time, and in the dust it raised from the dug-up refuse-heap. Its odours were still 
distinctly pungent and trying after so many centuries; but there was all the fascination of 
a great antiquarian haul to make me forget such discomforts. 

The four wooden posts which rose above the rubbish in the centre of the room, and Local dis- 
which in all probability had supported an elevated portion of the roof, after the fashion of 
a modern Aizuan, afforded a convenient means for demarcating the several portions of the in N. xv. 
room successively cleared. The space to the north of the central area (marked /V in the plan) 
which was first excavated and searched on February 6, in the direction from east to west, 
yielded the inscribed pieces N. xv. 1-79, including therein those found on my prospecting 
visit amidst the layer of rubbish that had slid down near the eroded north w'all. The finds 
made in the space which extended between the east wall and the central area of the room 
(shown as B in the plan), and the rubbish contents of which proved relatively richest in 

documents, were marked with the numbers N. xv. 80-149. Here, as well as in the remaining 

two sections, the order of working was from nortli to south. The section between the west 
wall and the central area (shown as IV), which was cleared on February 7 and S, furnished 
the pieces N. xv, 150-207, while from the space between the four posts and the one immediately 
to the south of it (C) came the series numbered N. xv. 300-363 -. The mud platform running 


’ I may mention here in passing that tlic few breaks 
which the enumeration of these distinct series in the descrip- 
tive h’st shows, arc due either to mistakes originally made 


in the sequence of numbering, or else to the figures marked 
on the wooden tablets having become effaced or illegible 
subsequently. The light sand blown by the wind over the 
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along the greater portion of the south wall, together with the circular plaster trough, 5 ft, in 
diameter and 3 ft. high, which* was brought to light in clearing the section marked C, necessarily 
reduced the space available for the accumulation of rubbish. 

Those of the men who had been to Keriya or as far as Khotan, and had seen there houses 
of well-to-do people, thought that this curious trough, with its top hollowed out to a depth of 
10 in., was intended, like a similar contrivance still used by the women there, for keeping flowers 
fresh in water or under moist straw. I am unable to say whether this explanation is correct; 
but the fact that the hollow of the trough was found filled with sand only, clearly points to 
the contrivance, whatever its purpose, having continued in use even while the accumulation 
of rubbish within the room was proceeding. Another peculiar feature of the room deserves to 
be noticed here. The door, 2| ft. broad, opening in the south wall and still clearly distinguishable 
by remains of its jambs, led on to the mud platform here, instead of, as usual in these ruined 
dwellings, to the level floor of the room. 

It appears to me probable that the position of this entrance, as shown in the. plan, Plate 
XXXII, accounts for the relatively greater frequency with which inscribed wooden tablets 
turned up near the north and east walls. When once the room had come to be used as 
a dustbin, it was natural that any one who emptied refuse into it should throw it from the 
entrance and as far as possible. The inscribed pieces of wood, which plainly represent the 
sweepings of an ancient office accommodated within some other portion of the house, were by 
their compactness and relative weight likely to be thrown further than the rest of the refuse, 
and often to strike against the walls opposite to the entrance. Keeping this in view we need 
not, perhaps, consider it altogether accidental that of the 24 documents on leather which were 
picked out from the litter, only 9 were found in the sections N and E, while the rest .lay 
scattered within C and W, i. e. much nearer to the entrance. Thin pieces of leather, being 
light, would, when thrown (say, out of a basket), not reach so far as handy pieces of wood 
similarly treated. 

The layers of straw and the fragments of tamarisk matting, which were found embedded 
deep down in the rubbish, had in all probability belonged to the roof once covering N. xv. 
Their position below i to 3 feet of miscellaneous refuse, including waste tablets and leather 
documents, plainly showed that while the room was used as a dustbin it must have partly at 
least been exposed to the sky. It is easy to understand that the roof of a room that had once 
been appropriated for such use would not be kept in repair, or else that an apartment which 
had become uninhabitable from defective roofing would be permanently utilized for rubbish. 
The condition of one of the rooms in the large house of Tokhta Akhun Beg at Khotan, where 
I put up on two occasions ^ has since, recurred to my mind as a very apt illustration. There 
a large apartment had become disused, owing to a conspicuous hole in the mud roofing which 
the wealthy owner never thought it worth his while to repair. Being situated conveniently 
near the kitchen all refuse from the latter had habitually been thrown into it, with results 
that obliged me to locate my cook elsewhere when I took up temporary quarters there. That 
the straw and fragments of matting in N. xv. actually came from the original roofing, was 
proved by a large piece of matting with a mass of well-preserved wheat-straw, which was found 


tablets, while they lay exposed until packing became possible 
after the day’s work, had sufficient abrading force to efface 
pencil marks which, for one reason or other (softness of sur- 
face, want of space, &c.), could not be made sufficiently bold 
and lasting. Such pieces had to be given the supplemen- 


tary numbers N. xv. oi-oio. This explanation holds good 
also of occasional breaks in the enumeration of finds from 
other ruins of this site. 

- ’ See Ruins of Kholan, pp. 198 sq., 268. 
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under several feet of sand near the end of- the passage adjoining N. xv. from the south (marked 
in plan, Plate XXXII). 

The conditions peculiar to dustbin deposits arc curiously reflected by various observations 
concerning tlie documents recovered from N. xv. In the first place I may note the relative 
frequency of broken but otherwise well-preserved pieces. I do not mean the instances, so 
numerous also in other ruins, where covering- and under-tablets originally forming one record 
have become separated, but cases where fragments of the same document were found scattered 
in different parts of the room, or where individual pieces of wood and leather, though otherwise 
in good condition, show marks of having been broken or torn^ It is safe to assume that the 
damage in almost all these cases was caused before the pieces and fragments had been swept 
out of living rooms of tlie house and thrown on to this rubbish-heap. The thin and narrow 
slips of wood which served for Chinese documents were, of course, far easier to ‘tear up’, i. e. to 
break when their contents had been disposed of, than the more substantial KharosthI ‘ wedges ’, 
‘oblongs', rectangular tablets, &c. This at once explains why the great majority of the Chinese 
‘tablets’ as seen in Plates CXII-CXIV were found broken, often into very small pieces®. In 
almost all these Chinese pieces the wood was found in good preservation, which makes it still 
more probable that the breakage had been caused purposely before the dustbin received tliem. 
Just like our ‘waste-paper’, these ancient records on wood, when no longer needed by their 
owners, must have often come handy for lighting fires with. We have evidence of this use in 
certain tablets from N. xv. which bear marks of having been partly burnt®. Damage by knife 
or chisel-cuts is seen on tablet N. xv. 33.}. (Plate XCV); and in one instance (N. -xv. 199) we 
have marks of the scraping by which a wooden tablet already inscribed could be rendered fit 
again for use, but no fresh record has been added in this case. A more minute e.xamination 
of the tablets from N. .xv. may bring to light more than one piece which had actually served 
for a palimpsest. 

The consolidated mass of rubbish and dust must be credited with having afforded excellent 
protection to the documents which had once become embedded in it. The good state of preserva- 
tion shown by the great majority of the documents, whether on wood or leather, bears ample 
evidence to this. A brief analysis of the cases where tablets or leather documents have undergone 
deterioration during the long centuries since they were first thrown on to this rubbish-heap, proves 
that the risks to which they were there exposed were distinctly smaller than if they had been 
left behind on the floor of some office-room, as in N. i., N. iv., N. v., protected only by the 
easily shifted cover of drift-sand. The number of tablets, the wood of which has perished or 
become soft in tlie way characteristic of the effects of exposure to atmospheric influences or damp, 
as illustrated by so many pieces from the above find-places, is relatively very small". It is also 


* KharosthI documents recovered in two or more frag- 
ments are N.xv. 104-80+ 190, 14 + 27, 23 + 150, 29. a, + b, 
S3 + 8i, 76+181, 87 + 308, 154. a + 157, 30* + 3 °-- is 
probable that on further e.xamination more of the fragmen- 
tary pieces will prove to fit each other. Broken tablets of 
recognizable original shape are loSj ii6, 133, 175, 206, 
318, -322, 340; fragments of tablets, the type of which can 
no longer be determined, are 80, 80. a, 142 + 147 + 148, 
1,93. 354, or. 

“ Out of forty-nine inscribed Chinese ‘tablets’ (to use 
this term for uniformity’s sake) only five, viz., N. .xv, 93, 109, 
•97, •97- 2, 314, were recovered complete, showing the full 
average length of 9 to 9J in. Among the other broken 


pieces small fragments, down to iJJ in. in length, .are very 
numerous; see N. .xv. 34, 59. b, 69, 72, 78, 82, &c. An 
inspection of the Chinese records on wood as reproduced 
in Plates CXII-CXiV will best illustrate this observation. 

• See N. .xv. 20, 34, 90, 174. The Chinese tablets being 
thin and narrow would have made e.xcellent ‘spills’ for 
lighting a pipe. N. .xv. 34, slightly burnt at one end (see 
Plate CXII), m.ay possibly have served such a purpose. 

• Tablets with soft or perished surface are N. .xv. 6. a, 
8, 19, 22, 23, 46, 57, 65, 82, 8a. .a, 132, 154-f i57, 205, 
20<5, 335, 343, 03; similar also is the leather document, 
N. XV. 336. 
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significant that the majority of such tablets came from the northern section of the rubbish 
deposits, where, as we have seen, erosion had been at work for some time past and had caused 
exposure. It is practically only in this section that the few pieces with bleached surface or 
faded writing were found®. 

On the other hand, we have the associations of the dustbin and their deleterious effects 
brought before our eyes in the documents, fortunately not very numerous, which have become 
partially effaced or illegible through incrustation with dust, straw, and promiscuous refuse®. 
There can be little doubt that the moisture which had caused this coating of dirt to adhere 
so firmly must have been in . most cases poured on to the refuse-heap while it was still 
accumulating. This accounts for the fact that only particular tablets, probably lying exposed 
at the time or near the surface, have suffered in this way. It is very probable that the stained 
or discoloured surface shown by a few tablets and documents on leather has resulted from the 
same cause®®. A similar explanation suggests itself for the buckled appearance of some other 
leather pieces®®. I also noticed that wherever large pieces of pottery, such as seen in the 
foreground of Fig. 45, were found embedded in the rubbish, any documents that had come to 
lie immediately below them were almost invariably found in particularly good condition. Many 
of the records, though well-preserved and fresh in appearance have, as already noted, since 
their recovery shown considerable sensitiveness to atmospheric moisture. The salt impregnation 
thereby indicated points to the plentiful presence of ammoniac, and leads us to suspect that the 
room filled with refuse was often resorted to by the dwellers for even less savoury purposes. 
Perhaps it is only because the rubbish accumulation usually offered other and more nourishing 
food that. the number of insect-eaten or mouse-nibbled documents is not larger®®. 
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The great collection of documents which came to light from the ancient rubbish-heap 
just described was as remarkable for the diversity in form and material of individual pieces as 
for the good preservation of the great majority. This makes it convenient to combine its 
description with a comprehensive analysis of what the epigraphic finds of the whole site have 
revealed, as to the outward arrangement of the main classes of documents, and as to technicalities 
in the ancient stationery of wood and leather used for them. 

Kharosthl documents on leather were the first striking novelty which the clearing pf .N. xv. 
yielded, and this review may hence fitly commence with them. As among the total of twenty-three 
pieces recovered not less than eleven are complete and three others almost so ®, the general 
appearance and arrangement of these documents could from the first be recognized with certainty. 
J udging from the complete specimens, from which those surviving in a fragmentary condition show 
no notable deviation, such documents consisted always of oblong sheets of carefully prepared 


® See N, XV. 20. a, 28, 31, 32, 45, 54, 77, 99, 07. 

’ Such incrusted pieces are N. xv. 133, tsS, 146, 158, 
159, 160, 162, 163. 177, 320, 323, 347, 333, 361, 06. 

■0 Such are N, xv. 51, 79, 114, i 49 > ®82, 340, 350. 355. 
See N. XV. 43, 301. 

For insect-eaten pieces see N. xv. 66, 88 (leather), 
197 (leather). The Chinese tablet, N. xv. 83, shows traces 
of having been attacked by sonae rodent. 


‘ Complete documents on leather are N. xv. 42, 88, 1.12, 
197, -Oh 304, 305. 3 io> 333 i 34 < 5 i 35 °; nearly complete 
are N. xv. 164, 182, 319. Fragments, some of them evi- 
dently representing fairly large portions of the originals, are 
N. XV. 29, 43, tor, 110, 1 14, 149. 168. 329. 33 * 5 ; for speci- 
mens of such fragments (N. xv. 161, 168) see Plates XCl, 
XCII. 
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smooth sheepskin, with the Kharostlu text written on one face only and in lines parallel to the 
longer side, as seen in the specimens reproduced in Plates XCI-XCIII. The length of the extant 
specimens varies from iij in. in N. xv. 319, to in. in N. xv. 333 (see Plate XCII) ; 

N. XV. 305 (see Plate XCII I) shows the greatest width, 5^- ins., while N. xv. 42, with a width of 
2 in., is the narrowest. N. .xv. SS (see PI. XCII) and N. xv. 350 show the longest text, each with 
eleven lines. Separated from the text and near the bottom edge of the obverse to the R. proper, 
there appears in the majority of the complete documents a brief date entry, inasc . . . divasa . , . , 
with numerical figures indicating the month and day ^ as seen in the complete specimens which 
Plates XCI-XCIII reproduce. In no case did I note a record of the year. Almost all the 
documents which have preserved the topmost portion of the text show there the same initial 
formula, ma/iaitiiava maharaya lUtati, indicating official origin, which we have mentioned before 
as regularly introducing the text of wedge-shaped undcr-tabicts Here, too, it is invariably 
separated from the commencement of tlie text proper by a considerable interval, as seen in 
Plates XCI, XCII. For the few documents like N. xv. 333 (see Plate XCII) which do not 
open with this formula, we may assume a non-official character. 

The great majority of the documents on leather were found folded up into little rolls, and 
in the case of the rest previous folding was indicated by the leather being worn or othenvise 
marked where the folds had been. The well-preserved documents still found in their folded 
condition could in most cases be opened out by me without serious difficulty; but it required 
expert treatment at the British Museum to make these pieces of leather, bent by the folding 
of so many centuries, assume the flat appearance now shown in their reproductions. In Plates 
XCI-XCIII the lines of the folding can still clearly be seen, even where they have not, as 
in die case of N. xv. 88, led to the leather on the edges of tlie folds getting worn and broken. 
The reproduction in Plate XCI of die document N. xv. 310, both before and after its opening, best 
illustrates the mediod of folding usually adopted. The piece having been folded longitudinally into 
half its size, was next folded a second time in the same direction, in such a way that the lowest 
quarter of the piece, containing ordinarily only the date entry, would form one of the outside faces 
of jhe narrow roll, but with its written surface turned inwards. Thus the whole of the writing 
of the obverse was protected. Finally the roll thus formed was doubled over vertically, as seen 
in the folded state of N. xv. 310. In the latter document the bottom edge towards the left proper 
is seen cut off into a kind of half-attached strip, the extreme end to the left proper being turned 
down so as to expose just the initial formula of the topmost line. Remains of a similar cut-off 
strip are noticeable also, though less clearly, in some other leather pieces (e, g. N. xv. 3x9). 
This has led me to conjecture that this strip might in some way have been utilized in connexion 
with the fastening of such documents. What the e.xact manner of fastening was in the case 
of leather documents I have not been able to ascertain fully, but there are some observations 
bearing on this point which I think it useful to record here. 

In view of the elaborate and ingenious arrangement which, as I shall presently have occasion 
to explain, was adopted in order to secure the contents of communications written on ‘double- 
wedge ’ or double rectangular tablets against unauthorized inspection, it appears a priori probable 
that some device must have been available for similarly protecting the contents of leather 
documents, especially when the latter, as the presence of the initial formula in the case of most 
of the extant specimens proves, conveyed official orders. An envelope after our fashion would, 

• See N. XV. 88 (Plate XCII), iis, 164, 201, 304, 305, ’ For a leather document without this initial formula 

310 (see Plate XCI), 319, 333. see N. .xv. 333 (Plate XCII). 
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of course; have effected that purpose ; but nothing of the kind was found in the rubbish-heap of 
N. XV., and seeing how rich it proved otlierwise in stationery sweepings of all kinds, this nerrative 
fact may claim some weight. Now, it is interesting to note that in several of the larger leatlier 
documents, but nowhere more clearly than in N. xv. 88 and 305 (see Plates XCII and XClll) 
we have distinct indications of a flat oval-shaped object having once been inserted between 
the third and fourth fold of the document and towards the proper left of it. These indications 
consist of concavities in the surface of the obverse retaining the impression of the object once 
placed there, and of a corresponding discoloration of the surface portions thus affected*. It is 
obvious that the object inserted must have remained in that position for some time in order 
to leave so lasting an impression, and the conclusion that it was a seal thus becomes still 
more probable. The fact of the impression being found on the same side of the document 
as the half-detached strip of leather previously noticed suggests a conne.xion between 
the two. 

It is possible to imagine more than one device by which tire loose end of the narrow leather 
strip might be passed round the edges of the doubled-up roll, and ultimately passed between 
the two folds where the impression just mentioned appears, to be fastened down there by a seal. 
But in the absence of any direct evidence on the point it would serve no useful purpose to 
detail such devices. In tlie case of any such fastening as suggested, it would have been 
necessary eitlier to cut the strip or to destroy the seal in order to open the document, just as 
we shall find it to have been the case with the sealed Kharosthi tablets. But what I am unable 
to make out clearly is how tlie reinsertion of a spurious fresh seal could be prevented, the 
application of a proper seal to the sealing material being made difficult by the very limited 
space available between the folds. But clerical dexterity, such as we have ample reason to 
credit the scribes of these ancient ‘ Daftars ’ with, might have overcome this difficulty, especially 
if the sealing material was mainly clay, as in the case of all seals which turned up at this site 
whether on tablets or separately. In no leather document did I find any actual remains of 
the seal, and hence only a chemical examination of the surface retaining the mark of the 
now vanished seal could, perhaps, enlighten us as to the substance used. That it could not 
have been one likely to affect the writing, as our sealing-wax undoubtedly would, scarcely 
needs special explanation. 

By the described arrangement of folding, the whole of the obverse surface of the document 
containing the text was protected. The reverse was always left blank, except for a brief line 
which appears in all well-preserved specimens on tlie fold that was exposed. Being placed on 
the back of the left proper side of tlie obverse, it cannot be seen in the reproduction of N. xv. 310 
(Plate XCI). The fact that this short line invariably ends with the same word dadavo, *to be 
given (to) ’, which appears on the obverse of all wedge-shaped covering tablets near the string 
hole, and that the two or three words preceding always close with the genitive ending in -sa, 
left no doubt from the first as to its containing the address. The recurrence of identical names, 
among which that of tlie Cojhbo Somjaka is most frequent'*, immediately after the initial formula 
of all official orders, enabled me on the spot to assure myself of tlie correctness of this conclusion. 
Owing to its exposed position on the outside surface, the writing of the address has often become 
faint or been partly nibbed off. But the ink on the obverse has in most cases retained remarkably 


• In N. XV. 310 ih« iinprcision appears also on the folJs 
alvovc natnci), bui towards tl'.c proper right edge of the docu- 
r.icni, and the discoloration is !e»s marked. 

* See N. XV 83 (i’l. XCII), 305 (XCHI). For the same 


address on wedge-shaped tablets sec N. xv, n (I'hio K.), 
137 (Plate XC VIII), 318 (hi Profexjo.' Hapwo's 
p. 13). 
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well its original black colour, as shown by Plates XCI-XCIII, and makes the writing clearly 
leeible even in those cases where the leather itself has become discoloured or stained ®. 

I regret not to have found an opportunity of arranging for a chemical examination of this Ink used i 
ancient ink. But, judging from its appearance, it seems probable that it was Chinese (or Indian) 
ink, such as that of which a small stick was actually found by me among the rubbish layer 
inside the Endere Fort (see Plate CV). The ink used on the tablets, both KharosthI and 
Chinese, varies considerably in quality and thickness (comp. e. g. tablets N. xv, 24, Plate IC, 
and N. xv. yt, Plate C), but I did not observe any indication pointing to a difference in the 
composition of the ink. 

The documents just described, quite apart from their contents, have a special interest as Leather as 
the first specimens yet discovered of leather used for early records in an Indian language. What 
literary evidence exists as to the use of leather for writing purposes in ancient India is extremely 
scanty and vagpieL Religious objections, based on the ritual impurity of animal substance, 
might easily be supposed to have militated against it. Yet here we have incontrovertible evidence 
that, whatever those objections may have been in theory, they had no more weight in practice 
with the Buddhists of the Khotan region than with the orthodox Brahmans of Kashmir, who 
probably from a very early period and down to our own time have been accustomed to use leather 
bindings for their Sanskrit codices®. The finish given to the leather of those ancient documents 
indicates extensive practice in the preparation of the material. Small pieces of blank leather 
of the same kind (see N. xv. 3x9. a), unmistakably shreds left after the cutting of full-sized sheets, 
and subsequently swept out of the office room, turned up among the rubbish. They show that 
the official residing in the ruined dwelling not only received communications on leather but also 
issued such. Nevertheless the relatively small number of such documents, as compared with the 
abundance of wooden tablets of all kinds, proves beyond all doubt that wood was by far the 
more prevalent writing material. Leather offered the manifest advantages of being light and 
easy to dispose of, besides permitting the writer to cut his sheets according to his requirements 
at the time. But wood was probably far cheaper, and the stationery made of it lent itself more 
readily to effective fastening. Whatever the reasons for this unquestionable preference may have 
been, it is certain that wooden tablets could not have been manufactured in loco, for no chippings 
or other remains of wooden stationery in the rough turned up in the rubbish-heap. 

Nothing proves better the great diversity as well as the general good preservation of the Wedge- 
Kharosthl documents on wood yielded up by N. xv. than the relative ease with which they jj^^rosthi 
enabled me definitely to ascertain all technicalities connected with the use of their various tablets!’ 
classes. The wedge-shaped tablets, of which I had already recovered so many from N. i., were 
here even more numerous, six complete pairs in practically perfect preservation being found, 
besides forty-five covering- and thirty-four under-tablets. Their average dimensions agree closely 


“ The freshness of the ink was strikingly brought home 
to me when the leather documents were being slowly un- 
folded and straightened at the British Museum by the expert 
hands of Mr. Hunt, of the MS. Department. Warm and 
somewhat moist air being used for the process, special care 
had to be taken in order to prevent the writing impressing 
itself on any leather surface with which it might come in 
contact. On blotting paper placed over the writing it was 
then easy to obtain fairly clear impressions. 

^ See Biihler, Indt'sche Palaeographie; p. 89. 


° All old birch-bark MSS. of any size written in Kashmir, 
some of them certainly going back to the fifteenth century, if 
not earlier, are invariably bound in leather or show evidence 
of having once been contained in such bindings. From the 
style displayed by the leather covers which are in my posses- 
sion or have come under my observation, I think it safe to 
conclude that the ornaments used in this leather-work are of 
pre-Muhammadan origin. This implies that bookbinding 
in leather goes back to the Hindu period of Kashmir. 
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with those ascertained in the case of the first find, the length of the wedges varying from 7! in. to 
15 in., while their width at the square end proportionately varies from i|-in. to 2| in. 

The complete ‘double wedges’ (N. xv. 12, 24, 66, 71, 137. 140) still retaining the string 
with which they had been originally fastened by their senders, afford the clearest possible illu^ 
tration of the manner in which documents of this type were written and dispatched. They 
consisted invariably of pairs of pieces, fitted exactly to match each other in size, as seen in the 
complete specimens N. xv. 24, 71, 137, reproduced in Plates XCVIII-C. The thickness of 
the two pieces, except where the raised seal-socket is placed on the covering-tablet, is also fairly 
uniform in each double wedge. Otherwise it varies, in some relation, perhaps, to the size of the 
tablets and the quality of the wood, from ~ in. to y| in. It is very probable that the carpenter 
engaged in preparing this kind of stationery first shaped the ‘ double wedge ’ as a whole, and then 


A 
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separated its two pieces by sawing or splitting. This was certainly the method adopted by the 
maker of N. xv. 24 (Plate IC), the inner surfaces of both covering- and under-tablet showing 
identical faults in the grain. One end of the double tablet thus formed was cut off square; 
the other runs out into a point, near which a string-hole is drilled through both pieces. The 
text written in lines parallel to the upper long side of the wedge, and nowhere exceeding four 
in number, occupies the smoothed obverse of the under-tablet, and is protected by the upper- or 
covering-tablet, which rests on it and serves as a kind of envelope. Whenever the length 
of the communication required it, the writing was continued on the reverse of the covering-tablet 
in such a way that, with the latter turned back, the whole of the text could be seen simultaneously 
and with the writing placed the right way in both tablets. The position of the covering-tablet 
of N. xv. 24, as reproduced in Plate IC, will explain this. 
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The wood of the covering-tablet shows greater thickness towards the square end ; and in Fastening 
this raised portion of the outside surface, ordinarily at a distance of i|-2| in. from the square of^oubK 
end, a rectangular socket was roughly cut, for the reception of a clay seal. This socket or seal- wedges.’ 
cavity is seen empty in N. xv. 71 (Plate C) and N. i. 103 (IC), and filled with the clay seal for 
which it was made, in N. xv. 137 (Plate XCVIII) and N. xv. 24 (Plate IC). Through either 
of the raised rims left between the seal-cavity and the edges of the covering- tab let on the 
long sides three grooves were cut for the purpose of securing the string that was to unite the 


C. 




BBVERSB OF UNOBB-TABLBT OF DOUBLE WEDOB, WITH STBING-HOLE (a) AND FOLDS OF STBING HELD BY BROOYES (b). 


D. 



pair of tablets. The method used for fastening this string was distinctly ingenious, and will 
best be explained by reference to the accompanying diagrams. Fig. 45. a., drawn by Mr. F. H. 
Andrews, to whose technical acumen I am indebted for the elucidation of its more minute details, 
The string of hemp, of which more or less considerable portions are still retained by the complete 
wedge-shaped tablets and by many of the detached pieces was first passed in a cleverly-devised 
fashion, which diagram A illustrates, through the string-hole of both covering- and under-tablet. 
The end of the string here inserted was previously provided with a loop by the expedient 

® See the tablets N.i. 122, sv. 137 in Plate XCVIII; N. i. 103, xv. 24 in Plate IC; N. i. 9, xv. 71 in Plate C. 
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illustrated in diagram B, the string being doubled and converted by twisting from a single 
into a double ply. The covering-tablet having then been put into its proper place, its 
reverse lying flush with the obverse of the under-tablet, the running loop was drawn tight 
over the pointed ends of both tablets, and the string passed along the reverse of the 
under-tablet towards the position of the seal-socket, as seen in diagram C. Here the string 
was laid in regular cross-folds, invariably arranged after the fashion shown by diagram D, and 
visible also in N. i. 103 (Plate IC), over the seal-socket, the grooves communicating with the 
latter being used to hold the folds in their proper position. Finally, the loose end of the string, 
after having been passed through the groove of the upper edge nearest to the point of the 
tablets, was slung over the longitudinal portion of the fastening on the reverse of the under- 
tablet and, having been drawn tight there, tied into a knot as diagram C shows. The socket 
of the seal was then filled with clay, covering the folds of the string. When once the seal of 
the sender had been impressed into the clay, it became impossible to separate the pair of tablets 
without either breaking the seal impression or cutting the string. 

The ingenious arrangement here described rendered the communication written on the 
inner sides of the tablets absolutely safe against unauthorized inspection and any sort of 
tampering. If the recipient wished to preserve the sealing and also to retain a convenient 
fastening for the tablets after having acquainted himself with the contents — an obvious advantage 
whenever such letters had to be kept for subsequent reference — he had only to cut the string 
near the string-hole. The under-tablet could then easily be slid out from the folds of string 
running beneath the seal, and after being read be passed back again into its original position 
just as we can do this now, after so many centuries, in the case of the double tablets (N. xv. 24, 
137) reproduced in Plates XCVIII, IC. 

There might have been cases in which it was important for the recipient of a ‘ double wedge ' 
communication, after having opened and read it, to have the connexion of the two tablets 
attested in an unmistakable manner. An interesting instance of this kind may probably be 
recognized in the double tablet N. xv. 71 (Plate C), which, besides retaining all the arrangements 
needed for the regular fastening, including a portion of the string, shows a pendent seal of fairly 
hard reddish clay attached to a separate short string that passed through the string-hole of 
both tablets and holds them together. The string used for this purpose seems different in 
quality from the one which served for the regular fastening; and I conclude from this, as well 
as from the narrowness of the string-hole, which could scarcely have been intended for two 
strings, that the present fastening, with its pendent seal, was applied to the document after the 
latter had been opened. Probably this opening was effected by breaking the seal originally 
filling the socket, which was found empty. Else this seal in its protected position would have 
been more likely to survive than the wholly exposed one near the string-hole. It is scarcely 
necessary to point out that the latter seal was manifestly used in the same way as a seal that 
would be attached to the string or tape uniting several sheets of a modern legal document. 

Leaving the seals to be described further on, in connexion with those presented on rectangular 
tablets, I may complete this account of the wedge-shaped documents by a brief reference to the 
entries invariably appearing on the outside surfaces of well-preserved specimens. The obverse 
of the covering-tablet always shows, written from the edge of the square end towards the seal 
cavity, and in some instances, where this space did not suffice, extending beyond it, the name 
and title of the person or persons to whom the letter was addressed. Thus on the covering- 
tablet of N. xv. 24, 137 (Plate XCVIII, IC) we read the address Cojhbo Somjakasa, ‘to the 
Cojhbo Somjaka’, This is the title and name of the official to whom, as I had already realized 
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during the excavation of N. xv., a very considerable number (if not the majority) of the KharosthI 
documents found there, whether on leather or wood, are addressed Where a document of this 
class was addressed to two or more persons, tlie line giving their names and titles would be 
continued beyond the seal cavity towards the pointed end, as in the case of N. i. 104+16, 
where die obverse names ‘ Cojhbo Bhima and Sothamga Lipeya’ as the recipients To the 
left proper of the string-hole, and usually quite close to it, is written the word dadavo, ' to be 
given to’, which completes and defines the preceding address entry at the opposite end of the 
cover 

The reverse of the under-tablet regularly shows a brief entry written close to its square Entry on 
end, as in N. xv. 122, 137 (Plate XCVIII) and N. i. 9 (Plate C). In the complete wedge-shaped 
documents translated by Professor Rapson, this entry always contains the name of the messenger tablet, 
or other person referred to in the text as the carrier of the letter'^. It appears probable that the 
corresponding entry seen on the reverse of other under-tablets served the same purpose ; our 
practice of showing on the cover of a letter of introduction the name of the person who is to 
deliver it, offers an e.xact parallel to this. On the reverse of N, i. 122 (Plate XCVIII) three Incised 
large characters, incised in a transverse direction, take the place of this last-named entry. The 
te.xt of the tablet is not accessible to me ; but the characters, read by me as Praicaya, permit 
of the assumption that they, too, contain the name of the person entrusted with tlie document. 

On the reverse of N. xv. 137 (PI. XCVIII) there appear, besides a short entry near the square 
end, evidently containing the name of the person who was to carry the missive, four closely written 
lines which, though tlie writing in parts is much faded, can clearly be recognized as by a different 
hand. M. Boyer, who has recently published a translation, with valuable comments, of tliis interesting 
document — apparently an order for tlie arrest and production of certain fugitives “ — has shown 
tliat this partly deciphered record on the reverse must deal with the same object. Is it possible 
that we have here a disposal order or ‘ docket ’ notes by the official, the Cojhbo Somjaka, to whom 
tills ‘ double wedge ’ is addressed ? Of a more humble character, but also curious, are the roughly Incised 
incised marks which the reverse of some otlier under-tablets display. In N. xv. 17. a it is a 
Svastika; in N. xv. 04 and 05 a small circle crossed by a stroke. There can be little doubt 
that they are meant for distinguishing marks, probably scratched in after the fashion of the 
‘ Nishans,’ which Indian ‘ Chaprassis ' are in the habit of using on our envelopes, to facilitate 
correct delivery by a messenger not acquainted with the writing. In the case of N. xv. 121 we 
find thus tivo small crosses scratched in on the obverse of a covering-tablet. 

As already stated, it was only in the light of the practically perfect specimens which N. xv. KbaioBthi 
yielded that I was able definitely to ascertain the manner of using and fastening the rectangular 
double tablets. Here, too, as in N. iv., this class of Kharo.sthI documents on wood was mainly gular double 
represented by detached pieces wanting the corresponding covering- or under-tablets with which 
they must once have been fitted. Of such incomplete documents, twenty-eight covering- and 
nineteen under-tablets turned up here. The predominance of covering-tablets, equally marked 
also in the case of wedge-shaped documents, is a characteristic result of the process by which 
these ‘waste-papers’ found their way into the rubbish-heap. Opened ‘envelopes’ would necessarily 


” For N. XV. 137 comp, the complete translation given 
by JI. Boyer, J. asiat., JIai-Juin, 1905, pp. 463 sqq. For 
other addresses comp. Professor Rapson’s translations of the 
wedge-shaped tablets, N. xv. is, N. i. 104+16, 105, N. iv. 
108, in Specimens, pp. ii sqq. 

^ See Professor Rapson’s Specimens, p. 14. 


** See the obverses of N. xv. 137 (Plate XCVIII), 24 
(Plate IC), 71 (Plate C). 

” See the text and translation of N. i; 104+106, 105, 
108; N. XV. 12 in Professor Rapson’s Specimetis, pp. ri sqq. 
“ See J. asiat., 1905, Mai-Juin, pp. 463 sqq. 
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go there first, while the corresponding urider-tablets might be retained for reference or otherwise 
disposed of. In their detached state these pieces presented a puzzling appearance ; but as 
soon as I had found the first of the four intact rectangular double-tablets {N.xv. 151, 155, 166, 196), 
all difficulty disappeared^®. From the reproductions of tT,vo of them N.xv. 155, 166 (Plates XCIV, 
XCV), it will clearly be seen that the under-tablet was in this case provided with a raised rim, 
from ^ to il in. broad, on either of the shorter sides. Between these rims fitted exactly a covering- 
tablet, the obverse of which, in its raised centre, had a square or oblong socket for the reception 
of a clay seal. 

As the specimens in the Plates already referred to show, as well as the detached covering- and 
under-tablets reproduced in Plates XCVI and XCVII, the sizes in which these rectangular tablets 
were used varied greatly. The largest under-tablet found here (N.xv. io-f86), measured 95 by. 
4 in., while that of the complete and perfectly-preserved document N. xv. ig6 (Plate XCIV) 
is only 4^ in. long, with a width of i| in. Among covering-tablets N. xv. 160 (Plate XCVI) 
is the largest, with a size of 8| by 4I in., another better-preserved one, N. xv. 154 (Plate XCVII), 
7I by 4I in., approaching it closely. It is a priori probable that in order to assure exact fitting the 
pair of tablets was cut out of one piece, just as was done in the case of ' double wedges.’ Of this direct 
proof is afforded by the identity of the grain of wood shown by both covering- and under-tablets 
in the complete specimens, as is distinctly visible in the reproduction of the obverse of N. xv. 155 
(Plate XCIV). 

The method of fastening provided for these rectangular double tablets was scarcely less 
ingenious than that of the wedge-shaped documents. Just as in the case of the latter, there 
were three grooves, communicating with the seal-cavity, cut through the rims which edged the 
latter towards the longer sides of the covering-tablet. These grooves are seen equally clearly 
in the covering-tablets N. xv. 155, 166 (Plates XCIV, XCV) which still retain their clay seals.- 
in the sockets, and in those which, like N. xv. 154 (Plate XCVII) and N. xvii. 3 (Plate CIV), 
display empty seal-cavities. A double-stranded string was passed over both tablets, drawn tight 
through one of the end grooves by means of a loop formed in the same way as previously described, 
and subsequently laid in double folds through this and the other two grooves. The seal-cavity 
of N. xvii. 3 (Plate CIV), which has lost its clay seal but retains the folds of the string, except 
the second diagonal fold parallel to the first one, will help to illustrate the arrangement. After 
having been folded twice through the third groove, the string was secured by a knot at the edge 
of the under-tablet, and its end allowed to pass loosely under the folds at the back of the latter, 
as seen in N. xv. 196 (Plate XCIV) — a neat little double tablet found in perfect condition and 
• still unopened. When once the folds of string laid through the socket had been secured under 
a clay seal inserted there, it became impossible to separate the covering- and. under-tablets 
without either cutting the exposed folds or completely breaking the seal. Thus any unauthorized 
opening and reading of the document written on the inner sides of the two tablets was effectively 
prevented. The method of fastening could not have varied materially in the covering-tablet 
N. XV. 334 (Plate XCV) which shows only two string grooves, or in N. xv. 1 59, which has four. 

The arrangement of the text within these rectangular, tablets is fully demonstrated by the 
two complete documents reproduced in Plates XCIV and XCV, in both their closed and open 
condition. Of these N. xv. 155, showing two seal-impressions on its covering-tablet,, was 
discovered with its fastening entirely intact. Opened in the British Museum, it shows the 
writing of the inner sides in remarkable freshness. N. xv. 166 (Plate XCV) had its string-folds 


Another complete document is made up of the pieces N. xv. 10 + 86 + 190 found in different places. 
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cut with a knife, having been opened before it was thrown on the rubbish-heap ; but the covering- 
tablet closely fitted the under-tablet and thus protected its writing. The text of these rectangular 
documents always begins on the obverse of the under-tablet, being ordinarily arranged in lines 
parallel to the longer side ; where necessary its continuation appears on the reverse of the 
covering-tablet, being w'ritten there in such a way that it can be read at the same time as 
the main portion when the covering-tablet is turned back upwards. Very frequently I noticed 
that the text of the under-tablet opens with a full date, the year {samvaisare) specified by a 
numeral being followed by the name and titles ijnaharaya^ dcvaputrci) of the reigning king in 
the genitive, as read also at the commencement of N. xv. 155, 166, xvii. 2 (Plate CIV). In 
keeping with this elaborate dating, which manifestly indicates formal documents intended for 
permanent record, is also the writing, which in most cases seem distinctly less cursive than that 
of die wedge-shaped tablets. The reverse of the under-tablet is ordinarily left blank ; but in 
N. XV. I II. a it has been utilized for columnar writing, which appears here also on the obverse'®. 

The writing on the covering-tablets, which may be assumed to include the address or else some Addressing 
brief indication of the contents, always runs transversely, i.e. parallel to the narrower sides, 
and commences close to their edges. It is far more extensive than on the wedge covering- 
tablets, and when found along bodi side edges usually shows reversed directions, as seen in 
N. XV. 154 (Plate XCVII)”. The number of lines varies from one to four on each side of 
die seal. 

Of none of the rectangular tablets have translations yet been published by the scholars Character 
who have charged themselves with the fascinating but exceptionally difficult task of deciphering 0" rectan°u- 
and elucidating the ancient Kharo.sthI documents discovered by me. Without the guidance lar tablets, 
which such translations of even a few rectangular tablets would afford, and having been prevented 
myself, as explained below, from taking a share in the labour of their systematic decipherment, 

I cannot do more than call attention to certain features in the outward appearance of these 
documents which may hereafter, perhaps, prove to possess significance. In the first place, it 
is evident that tablets of this type, when made of a moderately large size, like those reproduced 
in Plates XCIV-XCVII, afford ampler and more conveniently arranged space for formal com- 
munications and records, whether official or private, than the w'edge-shaped tablets which, when 
lengthened too much, w'ere liable to become unwieldy. The greater strength of their fastening, 
not dependent as in the case of the ‘double wedges’ on the lasting of a single string or rather 
of half of it'®, must at the same time have made tliem more suitable both for transmission to 
a distance, and for permanent safe-keeping. 

That such safe-keeping must have been intended in the case of some at least of these Rectangular 
rectangular documents, appears probable from the fact of not less than three of the complete 
rectangular double tablets from N. xv. having been found by me unopened just as when the unopened, 
seals were inserted. We should hardly expect to find on a rubbish-heap documents which had 
never been opened, unless they had appeared of no interest whatever to the recipient, or unless 
they had been purposely kept unopened for a long time until in the end they lost their value 


“ The piece is fragmentary, and it seems possible that in 
this case the wood of a rectangular letter has been re-used 
for memorandum purposes. Columnar writing is found also 
on the reverse of the covering-tablet, N. xv. 344. 

" Here the elaborately-worded address to a certain 
Cojhbo appears to the L. pr. of the seal-cavity when the 
tablet is held in the way required for the reading of the 
text. This seems to have been the usual position. 

STEI.S 


The explanations given above will have made it clear 
that, if the single ply of the string forming the loop near 
the string-hole broke or got worn, the wedge under-tablet 
could be slid out with ease from below its cover. In the 
case of rectangular documents six folds of double-ply string 
had to be cut or else the whole seal removed in order to 
open them. 
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go there first, while the corresponding uiider-tablets might be retained for reference or otherwise 
disposed of. In their detached state these pieces presented a puzzling appearance ; but. aa 
soon as I had found the first of the four intact rectangular double-tablets (N.xv. 151, 155, 166, 196), 
all difficulty disappeared From the reproductions of two of them N. xv. 155, 166 (Plates XCIV, 
XCV), it will clearly be seen that the under-tablet was in this case provided with a raised rim, 
from I to 1 1 in. broad, on either of the shorter sides. Between these rims fitted exactly a covering- 
tablet, the obverse of which, in its raised centre, had a square or oblong socket for the reception 
of a clay seal. 

As the specimens in the Plates already referred to show, as well as the detached covering- and 
under-tablets reproduced in Plates XCVI and XCVII, the sizes in which these rectangular tablets 
were used varied greatly. The largest under-tablet found here (N.xv. 10 -1-86), measured 9I by 
4 in., while that of the complete and perfectly-preserved document N. xv. ig6 (Plate XCIV) 
is only 4f| in. long, with a width of i| in. Among covering-tablets N. xv. 160 (Plate XCVI) 
is the largest, with a size of 8| by 4I in,, another better-preserved one, N. xv. 154 (Plate XCVII), 
7I by 4I in., approaching it closely. It is a priori probable that in order to assure exact fitting the 
pair of tablets was cut out of one piece, just as was done in the case of ‘ double wedges.’ Of this direct 
proof is afforded by the identity of the grain of wood shown by both covering- and under-tablets 
in the complete specimens, as is distinctly visible in the reproduction of the obverse of N, xv. 155 
(Plate XCIV). 

The method of fastening provided for these rectangular double tablets was scarcely less 
ingenious than that of the wedge-shaped documents. Just as in the case of the latter, there 
were three grooves, communicating with the seal-cavity, cut through the rims which edged the 
latter towards the longer sides of the covering-tablet. These grooves are seen equally clearly 
in the covering-tablets N. xv. 155, 166 (Plates XCIV, XCV) which still retain their clay seals: 
in the sockets, and in those which, like N. xv. 154 (Plate XCVII) and N. xvii. 3 (Plate CIV); 
display empty seal-cavities. A double-stranded string was passed over both tablets, drawn tight 
through one of the end grooves by means of a loop formed in the same way as previously described, 
and subsequently laid in double folds, through this and the other two grooves. The seal-cavity 
of N. xvii. 3 (Plate CIV), which has lost its clay seal but retains the folds of the string, except 
the second diagonal fold parallel to the first one, will help to illustrate the arrangement. After 
having been folded twice through the third groove, the string was secured by a knot at the edge 
of the under-tablet, and its end allowed to pass loosely under the folds at the back of the latter,, 
as seen in N. xv. 196 (Plate XCIV) — a neat little double tablet found in perfect condition and 
. still unopened. When once the folds of string laid through the socket had been secured under 
a clay seal inserted there, it became impossible to separate die covering- and. under-tablets 
without either cutting the exposed folds or completely breaking the seal. Thus any unauthorized 
opening and reading of the document written on the inner sides of the two tablets was effectively 
prevented. The method of fastening could not have varied materially in the covering-tablet 
N. XV. 334 (Plate XCV) which shows only two string grooves, or in N. xv. 159, which has four. 

The arrangement of the text within these rectangular tablets is fully demonstrated by the 
two complete documents reproduced in Plates XCIV and XCV, in both their closed and open 
condition. Of these N. xv. 155, showing two seal-impressions on its covering-tablet, . was 
discovered with its fastening entirely intact. Opened in the British Museum, it shows the 
writing of the inner sides in remarkable freshness. N. xv. 166 (Plate XCV) had its string-folds 

Another complete document is made up of the pieces N. xv. 10+ 86 + 190 found in different places. 
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cut with a knife, having been opened before it was thrown on the rubbish-heap ; but the covering- 
tablet closely fitted the under-tablet and thus protected its writing. The text of these rectangular 
documents always begins on the obverse of the under-tablet, being ordinarily arranged in lines 
parallel to the longer side ; where necessary its continuation appears on the reverse of the 
covering-tablet, being written there in such a way that it can be read at the same time as 
the main portion when the covering-tablet is turned back upwards. Very frequently I noticed 
that the text of the under-tablet opens with a full date, the year (samvaisarJ) specified by a 
numeral being followed by the name and titles [tnaharaya, dcvapiiird) of the reigning king in 
the genitive, as read also at the commencement of N. xv. 155, 166, xvii. 2 (Plate CIV). In 
keeping with this elaborate dating, which manifestly indicates formal documents intended for 
permanent record, is also the writing, which in most cases seem distinctly less cursive than that 
of the wedge-shaped tablets. The reverse of the under-tablet is ordinarily left blank; but in 
N, XV. III. a it has been utilized for columnar writing, which appears here also on the obverse*®. 
The writing on the covering-tablets, which may be assumed to include the address or else some 
brief indication of the contents, always runs transversely, i.e, parallel to the narrower sides, 
and commences close to their edges. It is far more extensive than on the wedge covering- 
tablets, and when found along botli side edges usually shows reversed directions, as seen in 
N. XV. 154 (Plate XCVII)*h The number of lines varies from one to four on each side of 
the seal. 

Of none of the rectangular tablets have translations yet been published by the scholars 
who have charged themselves with the fascinating but exceptionally difficult task of deciphering 
and elucidating the ancient Kharo.sthI documents discovered by me. Without the guidance 
which such translations of even a few rectangular tablets would afford, and having been prevented 
myself, as explained below, from taking a share in the labour of their systematic decipherment, 
I cannot do more than call attention to certain features in the outward appearance of these 
documents which may hereafter, perhaps, prove to possess significance. In the first place, it 
is evident that tablets of this type, when made of a moderately large size, like those reproduced 
in Plates XCIV-XCVII, afford ampler and more conveniently arranged space for formal com- 
munications and records, whether official or private, than the wedge-shaped tablets which, when 
lengtliened too much, were liable to become unwieldy. The greater strength of their fastening, 
not dependent as in the case of the ‘double wedges’ on the lasting of a single string or rather 
of half of it*®, must at the same time have made them more suitable both for transmission to 
a distance, and for permanent safe-keeping. 

That such safe-keeping must have been intended in the case of some at least of these 
rectangular documents, appears probable from the fact of not less than three of the complete 
rectangular double tablets from N. xv. having been found by me unopened just as when the 
seals were inserted. We should hardly expect to find on a rubbish-heap documents which had 
never been opened, unless they had appeared of no interest whatever to the recipient, or unless 
they had been purposely kept unopened for a long time until in the end they lost their value 

” The piece is fragmentary, and it seems possible that in 
this case the wood of a rectangular letter has been re-used 
for memorandum purposes. Columnar writing is found also 
on the reverse of the covering-tablet, N. xv. 3.44. 

" Here the elaborately-worded address to a certain 
Cojhbo appears to the L. pr. of the seal-cavity when the 
tablet is held in the way required for the reading of the 
text. This seems to have been the usual position. 


” The explanations given above will have made it clear 
that, if the single ply of the string forming the loop near 
the string-hole broke or got worn, the wedge under-tablet 
could be slid out with ease from below its cover. In the 
case of rectangular documents six folds of double-ply string 
had to be cut or else the whole seal removed in order to 
open them. 
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or use. About the first possibility it is, of course, impossible to form any opinion at pr^enf* 
but the careful, neat way in which these tablets are made up and sealed, seems to speak against 
it. In support of the second alternative the double seals found on two out of these three 
tablets (N. xv. 15 1, 155, see Plate XCIV) may be mentioned; for these would suggest an 
agreement or contract which two parties attested and which might well be kept unopened until 
the time for adducing its evidence came, or until the period of its use had passed. In the 
case of N. xv. 1 96, which bears only a single seal, the assumption of its being a bond or similar 
record seems also possible. 

I am the more inclined to. favour such a conjecture because, as far as our available materials 
show, seals in clay were the only means used to authenticate any of these ancient Kharosthi 
documents. In none of those which are translated, or which I have been otherwise able to 
examine, do we meet with anything that could be taken for a signature. In the wedge-shaped 
tablets we do not even find the senders’ names mentioned, their seal-impressions being evidently 
held sufficient to indicate the origin of the missives and attest their contents. If this assumption 
as to the use of seals as the sole means of authentication is true,, it would seem to follow that 
documents which were intended eventually to serve as legal evidence had, when written ,on 
wood, to be kept sealed and unopened until produced in court ; for only so long as the fastening 
remained intact could the seal-impressions on the covering-tablets, be appealed to as proofs of 
the genuineness of the contents within. Inconvenient as such an arrangement might have 
been at times, it would at least help us to understand why documents which had ceased to 
possess value found their way to the rubbish-heap without ever being opened. 

Of the clay seal-impressions which originally must have been borne by the obverses of all 
covering-tablets, whether of wedge or rectangular shape, not less than twelve were recovered 
more or less intact from this antique rubbish-heap, besides' two detached clay seals. In Plates 
LXXI and LXXII reproductions, in some cases slightly enlarged, are presented of them, as 
well as of the few equally curious specimens which are preserved on tablets found in the ruined 
buildings N. i and ix. Apart from their use as means of authentication, exceptional interest 
may be claimed for these seals ; for they have furnished direct evidence of the influence of 
classical art in distant Khotan. It was a delightful surprise when the first intact seal-impression 
that turned up here, N. xv. 24 (see Plate LXXI), presented me with the unmistakable figure of 
Pallas Athene carrying aegis and thunderbolt, deeply impressed from a well-engraved intaglio. The 
identical seal appears to have been used also on the wedge-tablets N. xv. 307 (see Plate LXXI) 
and N. i. 17, 67, though the impressions there are not quite so well-preserved. It shows the 
goddess in profile standing to the left proper, helmeted, with the right arm drawn back in the 
act of raising the thunderbolt. The outstretched left supports an object which must be meant 
for the aegis. Passing over both arms and drawn behind the shoulders there appears a scarf- 
like chlamys, with its loose ends hanging down from the elbows. The pose of the figure, rigid 
■but yet alert, suggests imitation of an archaic type of Athene Promachos, according to information 
kindly supplied by Mr. Cecil Smith. Considering the smallness of the figure, measuring only 
about Y5 in., and the relative coarseness of the material in which the impression was taken, 
the fact of these details being still distinguishable shows that the original seal must have been 
finely cut. A restored but faithfully conceived enlargement of it, by the artist hand of Mr. F, H. 
Andrews, is presented in the vignette of the title-page. 

The seal, with its bold elliptical mouldings, must have been mounted on a square setting. 
In N. xv. 24, where the impression of this setting appears more clearly (see Plate LXXI), it is 
still possible to make out the traces of a legend running round the outermost moulding on the 
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left proper. The relief characters composing it arc, however, so faint that Prof. Percy Gardner, 
who was good enough to e.xamine them in dilferent lights and under the microscope, could 
assert of them only that they were not Greek. Prof. Rapson came to the conclusion that the 
inscription was Kharo?thi, but he could only distinguish traces of a few detached characters, 
among them ma at the bottom of the impression. Traces of characters appear also on the flat 
part of the seal-impression on N. ii. 2 (see Plate LX XI), while on the seals of N. i. 9, iv. 80, 
XV. 137, the only other ones showing square settings, the clay surface corresponding to the latter 
is too poorly preserved to indicate whctlier there was a legend or not. It is thus possible to 
assume that the square setting, wherever provided for these seals, might have been specially 
intended for engraving tlie name of the owner. Its impression would have sufficed for the distinct 
indication of the sender where the latter was not named in the document. 

In this connexion it is curious to note that the impressions of seals provided with settings 
appear without e.\ception on wedge-shaped tablets (see N. i, 9, 17, 67; ii. 2; iv. 80; N, xv, 24, 
137, 307, in Plate LXXI), i. e. on a class of documents where, judging from the specimens 
already translated or examined, the senders’ names would not be stated in the text. On the 
other hand, none of the nine rectangular documents which have preserved their seal-impressions ” 
show any settings. Is it possible to assume tliat the seals with settings and legends served as 
a kind of office stamp, specially designed for use on documents where the issuing official's name 
would not otiicrwise appear ? Such an explanation would render it easy to understand the com- 
bination of seals of classical design and make with Kharostlu legends. While the former would 
be imported from tlic West, the settings engraved with the latter had to be prepared locally 
to show the names of their users. That these were officials can be safely asserted of all seals 
provided with settings ; for the wedge-shaped tablets on which their impressions occur were used 
solely for the record of brief official orders. 

A Pallas Athene of tlie same type as above described, but from a different and less carefully 
made intaglio, is seen in the sc.al-impression of the wedge-tablet N, xv, 137 (see Plate LXXI). 
N. ii. 2 (ibid.) shows a well-modelled male figure standing to the right proper, which from its 
muscular development appears to be meant for a Heracles or possibly an Eros. The latter 
god may be intended also in the seal of N. i. 9, if the male figure standing to the right proper 
is to be taken as winged. But the impression of this seal is too poorly preserved to permit 
of a certain opinion. Also of the seal on N. iv, 80 (see Plate LXXI) impressed in very coarse 
clay it is impossible to say more than that it represents a male figure of classical design. 

Turning to the series of seals preserved on rectangular tablets we find two which plainly 
display western, i.e. Roman, workmanship. N. xv. 166 (Plate LXXII) shows a Pallas standing 
to the left proper, but with a figure far less carefully modelled and engraved than in the seal 
found impressed on N. xv. 24, 307, &c. More curious and also far better preserved is the 
seal of the small covering-tablet N, xv. 330, which Plate LXXI reproduces in its original size, 
together with an enlargement of the seal only. The figure shown by the Impression within an 
elliptical ribbed border of mouldings is that of a youth apparently nude, seated to the left 
proper on a stool. The appearance of what look like folded wings at the back of the figure 
suggests a representation of Eros, and the strongly-curved bow seen in front of the figure and 
above Its knees supports this identification. The good preservation of this seal is probably 
due to the superior quality of the clay used for it. Of seals which are rather Oriental than 
Roman, yet show top much of classical influence to be taken for the work of Khotan artists. 
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” N. XV. 38, 155, 163, 166, i6j, igfi, 330, 344; xxiii. i (see Plate LXXII). 


Z z 2 



356 


Oriental 
teals in 
clay. 


Detached 
clay seals. 


THE ANCIENT SITE BEYOND THE NIYA RIVER [Chap. XI 

we have three, impressed on the tablets N. xv. 155 and 163 (see top of Plate LXXIl). The 
two seals borne by the latter both show male heads which may be portraits. Of the two seals 
which were impressed on N. xv. 155 (see also Plate XCIV) only one has survived. It shows 
the head and bust of a female turned to the left proper and holding in her raised right hand 
what may be a flower or an elliptical mirror. An elaborate headdress w'ith flowing bands is 
indicated. The bust rests on a kind of base which cuts across the lowest portion of the 
elliptical border formed by a toothed moulding. 

For the remainder of the clay seals reproduced in Plate LXXII it is possible to assume 
local origin, the designs being distinctly Oriental. On tablet N. xv. 38, shown full size, we see 
a rudely-modelled male head with moustache, mane-like hair, and prominent cheek-bones. Of 
the two seals impressed on N. xxiii. i, the one to the right proper, about f in. high, is a male 
head turned to right showing a distant resemblance to the head of the ^aka king Maues, as 
represented on his coins. The other seal is a bird rising with wings e.xtended. Tablet N. xv. 
167 shows in characteristic juxtaposition two well-preserved square seals, of which the one to the 
left proper consists of four Chinese lapidary characters divided by cross-lines. I have not been 
able to obtain an interpretation of them. In the other we see the head of a female turned to 
the left and holding a flower. The elongated ear and the general treatment suggest Khotan 
work. The coarsely-modelled male head seen on the pendent clay seal of N. xv. 71, which has 
already been referred to, resembles that of N. xv. 38. The unopened small rectangular tablet, 
N. xv. 196®^, shown here with its whole obverse, bears a seal of geometrical design not unlike 
some of the metal seals from various Khotan sites which Plate L reproduces. In the small 
square seal of tablet N. xv. 334 (shown full size in Plate XCV) we have what are manifestly 
Kharosthi characters arranged in a circle. The traces, however, are not sufficiently distinct 
to admit of any satisfactory reading. 

The two detached clay seals, N. xv. 133. a, b, which Plate LXXII reproduces, present 
technical interest apart from their devices. The seal of N. xv. 133. a, showing an eagle with 
outstretched wings and talons, is impressed on red clay contained in a w'ooden case, which 
undoubtedly, as shown by the string grooves and the remaining portions of string, was intended 
to be attached to a document or some consignment. The e.xactly corresponding seal-case, 
N. xv. 74 (Plate CV), which was found empty, shows that the string was passed through a hole 
at the bottom. Another empty seal-case, but of octagonal prism shape, N. xv. 002, is described 
in the list, A good illustration of the practical use to which such seal-cases might have been 
put was afforded to me by the fact that the bags in which Mr. Macartney's Kashgar office used 
to forward my mails, had their string fastening always sealed down in a wooden case closely 
resembling these ancient specimens The second detached seal, N. xv. 1 33. b, shows a relatively 
well-designed gryphon in low relief within a circle. This seal was not provided Avith a wooden 
case for protection, and its good preservation is probably a result of the very fine and dense 
clay used, which, perhaps, was mixed with a w.ax or mucilage. Fragments of woollen string 
arc still embedded in it, indicating that it, too, must have been used somewhat after the fashion 
of the far rougher clay seal, N. xv. 003 (seen in Plate CV^), which shows no seal mark e.xcept 
a circular depression but preserves a portion of its original string fastening. Here the clay seems 
to have been strengthened by an admixture of fibre or hair, as noticed in the c.ase of N. xv. too. 

” For a Aiew of ihe reverse see Phtc XCIV. 

•' .As f.ir :is I knoiv t.he Kx^ligar coritrivance 'vas 
Mr. Macartney’s own invention, due to the necessity' of 
pro'.iJiiig a -afe receitacle for seals whic'n would other.vise 


be sure to bo obliterated in the course of a lotig 1003.1 
tr.tnsir. I Juve since come .icross somewba: similar seal- 
cases on Indian mail routes. 
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In this connexion may bo mentioned also the thin rectangular piece of wood, N. xv. 6o 
(Plate CV), which, by the evidence of iLs notched edges, intended to hold a string, and of the 
circular depression cut on one side, may be assumed to have served as a seal-cover. 

The archaeological and historical importance of the seal-impressions does not require Seals 
elaborate demonstration. In tliose made from seals of purely classical design we have the 
most tangible proof as yet furnished how far towards China the use of Western art products influence, 
had penetrated in the early centuries of our era. Whereas in the case of engraved stones of 
similar make, found in the dtibris layers of YOtkan, or otherwise recovered from Khotan sites, 
the period and the circumstances of their use must necessarily remain doubtful, we can here 
determine these within narrow limits by means of the very documents to whicli the seals were 
applied. The decipherment of these documents, it is true, has not yet proceeded sufficiently 
far to show us the exact functions or occupations, the place of residence, &c., of those who 
once attached their seals to them. But the date of the records can, as we shall see, be fixed 
with considerable accuracy, and tiiere can be no doubt that tliey originated in the vicinity of 
the ancient site where they were discovered, or at least within the borders of the Khotan 
kingdom. 

The fact tliat these documents are so closely associated in date, language, and contents. Diversity 
and for the greatest part have been preserved for us in the same rubbish-heap, must make us 
appreciate still more clearly the remarkable diversity in origin and types which their seal- 
impressions exhibit. The juxtaposition of classical seals with a Chinese one on records of the 
same office seems the best illustration of that strange mixture of influences from the Far West 
and tlie Far East which the culture of ancient Khotan witnessed. The classical seals appear 
all to be Roman work, dating from the tliird or at the earliest from the second century of our 
era. The documents which have preserved their impressions must, in view of the evidence 
discussed in the next chapter, be assigned to tiie middle of the third century A. D. Hence it 
seems safe to conclude that the trade with the distant West, which accounts for such imports, 
still flourished at the period preceding the abandonment of the Niya Site. 

Of Kharosthi documents on wood there remains now to be noticed only the miscellaneous Oblong 
class to which, when describing above the finds of N. iv., I have applied the comprehensive 
term of ‘oblongs'. At N. xv. this class is represented by a relatively small number of tablets 
{37), and none among them seem to offer novel features in their outward appearance. As 
a general observation, I may note that pieces of imposing size, such as N. iv. and N. v. had 
furnished in considerable numbers, were here completely absent; while, on the other hand, 
narrow tablets, lath-like or resembling mere labels, were very frequent-®. The peculiar way in 
which the rubbish contents of N. xv. had accumulated may possibly account for this difference, 
unless we chose to seek in it some indication of the clerical work here having differed in 
character from that carried on in the 'Daftars' of N. iv. and N. v. Of the few Takhti-shaped 
pieces, with handles, which turned up, N. xv. 185 (reproduced in Plate Cl) is the largest®®. 

N. XV. 76-nSi (sec Plate Cl I) is curious, as showing how readily a rough bough, probably of 
tamarisk, could be converted into material for recording brief memos, or items of account. That 
such are the contents of many of these oblongs, whatever the specific modification of their 
shape, is rendered very probable by the frequent arrangement of their text in small columns 

^ See in the list N. xv. 4, 20. a, 23, 28, 33, 55 + 81, 58, “ N. xv. 92. a, 172 are the only other Takhtis found 

68, 99, 120, 122, 122, a, 130, 141, 146, 172, 174, 198, 206, here. 

335 , 342, 07- 
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or in detached Items usually ending with humerals'"*. That tablets of this class would often, 
after having been written upon, be utilized again for fresh notes or drafts, readily suggests 
itself; and in N. xv. 199, where part of the text on the reverse has been deleted by scraping, 
we have evidently an instance Where this process had been begun. 


Section V.— CHINESE DOCUMENTS FROM N. xv. AND THE WRITING 

ON WOOD 

The Chinese records on wood, which were among the first striking finds revealed by N. xv., 
form the only class of epigraphical relics from this site still awaiting description. In numbers, 
size, and variety of outward appearance, they cannot compare with the rich harvest of Kharosthi 
documents which the same ancient rubbish-heap yielded. Yet with the light which has been 
thrown upon them, mainly through M. Chavannes’ investigations, it is easy, even for one who 
is no Sinologist, to realize their special antiquarian interest and their historical value. 

In regard to their material and form these Chinese records display a remarkable uniformity. 
With the single exception of the rectangular covering-tablet (N. xv. 345) referred to below, 
Chinese characters are found only on narrow and thin pieces of wood, for which the expression 
of ‘ slip ’ seems more appropriate than that of ‘ tablet ’. These bear their writing invariably in 
a single column and on one side only. The wood used appears to be that of the Terek or 
Populus alba, as also in the great majority of the Kharosthi tablets. As seen in Plates 
CXII-CXIV, where the whole of the Chinese records have been reproduced in approximately 
full size, the width of the slips is only from /g to | of an inch. The length of the five complete 
slips, found either Intact (as N. xv. 314, 353, 362) or broken in two closely-fitting pieces (as 
N. XV, 75 + 328, 93. a. b), varies only from 9 to 9^ in.; and an examination of the forty-two 
fragmentary documents^, as well as of the two broken pieces found blank (N. xv. 59, iii), 
proves that none of the slips used for these Chinese records of N. xv. is likely to have exceeded 
this length. I have already referred to the probable cause which has made broken Chinese 
documents, varying from almost complete pieces like N. xv. 203, measuring 8| in., to N. xv. 72, 
only if in. long, so very numerous in proportion to complete ones. Owing to their narrowness 
and the slight thickness of the wood, such slips were far more liable to be broken by chance 
or ‘torn up’ on purpose than the substantial Kharosthi tablets. 

The close resemblance in shape between these Chinese documents on wood and the pieces 
of bamboo which, according to a widely-known tradition, were used in China as writing material 
before the invention of paper, had become evident to me already at Khotan. The Amban 
Pan Darin, my kind and learned friend, on being shown there some of the Kharosthi tablets, 
quite correctly Indicated his own conclusion as to their appro.ximate date by a reference to the 
bamboo slips which in China served for writing purposes up to the Han period. There being 
no bamboo in Hsin-chiang, that scholarly Mandarin thought wood had naturally been substituted. 
The explanations which Mr. Macartney and Sun Ssu-yeh, the Chinese MunshI of the Agency, 
kindly furnished to me at Kashgar as to the Chinese records on wood discovered by me, left 
no doubt on the point. But it was only after the publication of M. , Chavannes’ exhaustive 

"* Columnar arrangement is observed in N. .xv. 33,68, 82, 82. a, 83, 100, loi.a, 109, 116, 117, 123, 123 + 127' 

92. a, 130, 184; for items with numerals see, e.g., N. .xv. 139, 145, 152, 169, 175, 176, 1S8, 189, 191, 192, 203, 207, 
76+ iSt, 122, 129, 183. 324, 326, 337, 339, 348, 349 > 35 t» °2, 08, 09, 010. 

> See N. XV. 34, 37, 33, 39. b, 61 + 62, 69, 72, 73, 78, 
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and lucid treatise, Les livres cldnois avant V invention dn papier^, that it became possible for 
me to realize how closely the documents recovered from N, xv. conform in all external features 
to the descriptions preserved in Chinese literature of that earliest writing material, slips of bamboo. 

I cannot attempt, nor is it necessary, to reproduce here in detail the convincing and curious ^ 

evidence collected by M. Chavannes, and the critical conclusions he draws from it as regards 
tlie shape, use, &c.; of these bamboo slips during the different periods of Chinese antiquity. 

A brief reference in each case to the facts established in his publication will suffice to prove 
what mainly interests us here, viz. that our Chinese documents on wood have derived all 
peculiarities of their outward appearance from the bamboo slips used in China itself for the 
corresponding class of records during the period immediately preceding the invention of paper. 

The feature which proves this most significantly for our wooden ‘ slips ’ is their narrowness; The shape 
and. the consequent restriction of the text written on them to a . single row of characters; bamboo 
M. Chavannes has demonstrated from an abundance of testimonies that the chie 7 t or slips slips, 
in bamboo, were during all periods limited to a very slight width, never exceeding two centimetres, 
and often much less, and that, with the exception of some very rare cases where they bore 
two parallel lines of characters, writing on them was .restricted to a single row and to one side 
only®. This arrangement was natural and practically inevitable in the case of slips cut from 
the round stem of a bamboo, hollow inside and having ordinarily only a small diameter*. It 
has "no justification in records written on wood, a material which readily lends itself to cutting 
into shapes far more convenient for the purpose of writing. Its maintenance in our wooden 
slips can be explained only as a designed imitation of the bamboo slips, indicating an endeavour 
to preserve the traditional form established by them. We are led to the same conclusion by 
comparing the length of our wooden slips 9-95- in., as above indicated, with the standard sizes 
for bamboo slips as they prevailed during the Han period. M. Chavannes has shown that, 
with the exception of certain well-defined classes of texts, such as classical works, ritual rules, &c., 
for which immutable tradition had fixed special sizes, the slips used for writing measured always 
one Chinese foot (of ten inches) in the case of ordinary individuals, while the Emperor, to mark 
his - superiority, had his edicts written on slips one foot and one inch long, or else employed 
slips of two feet and of one foot alternately®. I do not know whether the measure exactly 
equivalent to the foot of the Han epoch can be ascertained; but it is evident that the actual 
length of the complete Chinese records from N. xv., most of them official, but not Imperial 
edicts, must closely approach the normal of one foot or ten inches. 

M. Chavannes, in the concluding remarks of his treatise, has already emphasized the Ancient pen 
importance possessed by our Chinese documents on wood as a striking arcliaeological confirmation 
of the data which the literary sources critically examined by him furnish as to the ancient writing 
material of China, and the manner of its use previous to the invention of paper in 105 a. d.® 

He has recognized equally interesting evidence in the ancient wooden pen, N. xv. 21 (Plate CV), 
which was found in the identical rubbish-heap and has been reproduced in my Prdiinmary Report 
It consists of a small twig of tamarisk wood, about 4! in. long, split at its pointed end and fitted 
at the other with a bone knob which manifestly served the purpose of a burnisher. Rougher 
styles made of the same wood and- also intended for writing, N. x. 04, 05 (Plate CV), had been 


’ See Journal asial., 1905, Janv.-Fdvrier, pp. 5-75; 
quoted below from reprint. 

’ See Chavannes, Les livres chinois. See., pp. 34-43. 

* See Chavannes, ibid., p. 14. 


» See Les livres chinois, p. 34, with the evidence iivLiL 
pp. iSsqq. 

* See Les livres cmr.ois, pp. 73 sqq. 
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found by me before in what was undoubtedly the office-room of the ancient dwelling N. lv^•^ 
these specimens are not split at their points. 

Whether these wooden pens had actually served for the writing of Chinese or of Kharosthx 
documents, it is impossible to decide. But as M. Chavannes has observed, the peculiar form 
assumed by the Chinese characters on our wooden slips distinctly points to their having been 
written with such styles of wood. Hence there can be little doubt that the latter in their form 
and material correspond closely to the pi which, as demonstrated by M. Chavannes, consisted 
of a small stem of wood, usually bamboo, used for writing in ancient China, before the general 
adoption of the brush, invented about the third century b. c., caused the term to be appropriated 
for the designation of the latter writing implement ®. The use in Khotan of wooden pens instead 
of the brush for writing purposes is specifically recorded by the Chinese Annals as late as the 
Liang and T'ang periods The quasi-archaic survival here attested is of special interest, as 
it furnishes an exact parallel to the long-continued use of wood as a writing material in the same 
region. As we shall presently see, paper had been known in China for fully one and a half 
centuries previous to the time when the documents of the Niya Site were still recorded on wood, 
and the wooden documents from Dandan-Uiliq and Rawak prove that the use of the latter 
had not completely ceased even as late as the eighth century^®, 

Seeing how closely the Chinese documents of the Niya River Site conform in their appearance 
and material to what we know from literary sources of the form of written records in ancient 
China, it seems justifiable to inquire whether the antiquarian materials brought to light there 
may not throw light on other points connected with early writing arrangements in China. From 
a great number of passages discussed in M. Chavannes’ treatise, it results that, as a single bamboo 
slip {chien) could afford space only for from twenty to thirty characters, a series of these slips were 
used for all writings of any length The number of slips being necessarily great in the case of 
books, they used to be arranged into pien or packets, ordinarily corresponding to chapter divisions. 
In order to keep together the number of bamboo slips forming such a packet, it was manifestly 
necessary to give them a fastening of some kind. Several texts quoted by M, Chavannes mention 
the silk cords or thin leather thongs which were used in antiquity for this purpose But they 
do’ not furnish any indication as to the particular method of fastening by which the retention of 
the slips in their correct order was secured. Yet it is evident that without some such method 
the greatest inconvenience was bound to arise, since, owing to their narrowness and probably curved 
surface, the slips could not by themselves lie flat one above the other and thus retain their 
position, as e. g. a bundle of loose leaves of paper would. 

In Indian palm-leaf MSS., where a similar need was felt, a string passed through either one 
or two string-holes in each leaf secured the desired order The observation of two unmisr 
takable string-holes in a blank slip of wood (N. x. 9. c) found in the office-room of N. iv, hence 
suggested to me whether it might not be a specimen of the kind of slip used for Chinese records 
where fastening in a fixed order was intended. The fact of this slip, reproduced in Plate CV, 
being only half an inch broad, seems a distinct indication of its having been meant to receive 
Chinese writing. Its length between the holes placed near the two ends is 9^ in., thus agreeing 
exactly with the average size of the Chinese slips from N. xv. The holes are in each case 

’ See above, p. 335. See above, pp. 268 sq., 305. 

® See Chavannes, Les livres chinois, pp. 65 sqq., 70, “ See Lts livres cMnois, pp. .}0, 43 sqq. 

72 sqq. “ Comp. Les livres chinois, p. 43. 

’ Comp. RiSmusat, Ville de Khoian, p. 16; ChavanneS) “ See Indische Palaeographie,'^.^'), 

Turcs cccid., p. 125; above, pp. 170, 173. 
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about in. distant from the actual ends, one of these being shaped into a small rounded handle, 
perhaps intended to mark the top of the slip. As the slip was found blank and manifestly unused, 
the suggestion here made must, of course, remain conjectural. 

There is another question connected with early Chinese writing, for the elucidation of which Wooden 
a close study of the ancient documents on wood brought to light by me may perhaps prove useful, jn'^ancie'nr 
From the te.xts translated and discussed by M. Chavannes it is clear that Chinese antiquity, apart China, 
from slips of bamboo, knew also small wooden boards called fang ~}j for writing purposes : these, 
however, tvere meant to receive only short documents not exceeding a hundred characters, and 
appear to have been reserved mainly for official use **. They were always rectangular in shape ; 
but the fact that they are said to have been square or approximately so, as well as their having 
been used manifestly without a covering, preclude the idea of any special connexion between 
them and the form of our rectangular Kharosthi tablets. Whether the latter or any other class 
of tablets familiar to us from the Niya Site could possibly be connected in their shape with 
the wooden tablets called tit to which M. Chavannes refers in a note I am not in a position 
to ascertain. But it is noteworthy that the tablets thus designated were primarily destined for 
letters, whether from the Emperor or private individuals, while the description given of them 
as being smaller than a fang but larger than the slip {chicti) might well agree with a form not 
unlike that of one or other class of our sealed Kharosthi. tablets, which undoubtedly served 
for correspondence. 

However this may be, we actually possess at least one document on wood bearing a Chinese Rectangular 
inscription, which, but for one slight peculiarity, shows in its form complete agreement with the Q^inL'e 
rectangular covering-tablets of Kharosthi documents. I mean the tablet N. xv. 345 , reproduced inscription, 
in Plate CXIV (less clearly also in Plate CV). Its obverse displays the usual seal-cavity, now 
empty, with the three string-grooves on each side, and above it a row of faded Chinese characters, 
which have been read by M. Ciiavannes ^ EE ‘ die king of Shan-shaii ’, with a fourth 
character to the right whicli might be read ‘edict’’®. The reverse is blank, but curiously 
enough has its centre portion slightly raised with a narrow lower margin all round. This 
raised portion has the appearance of having been cut to fit a corresponding opening in an 
under-tablet. But the latter has not been found, and there thus remains the possibility of this 
interesting tablet having served as a lid to a small bo.x”. In any case there can be no doubt 
that the arrangement of sealing and fastening was here identical with that observed in all 
rectangular Kharosthi documents. 

In the absence of other evidence, this use of an identical method of fastening is of con- Possible 
siderable interest. Seeing how conservative Chinese fashion has always been in matters concerning 
the forms of written record it seems far more probable that the ingenious methods of fastening ^wooden 
and authentication which are so amply illustrated by our Kharosthi documents on wood, wedge- stationery’ 
shaped and rectangular, were originally derived from China, than that the Chinese chaiicellerie Kharosthi 
of the ruler of Shan-shan, a state south of Lop-Nor, and thus relatively close to the border 


'* See Lcs Itvres chinois, pp. 13-17. 

” See Les livres chinois, p. 26, note i. 

See Appendix A, part ii. 

’’ In case the tablet really served as a lid, we might 
think of a box that contained slips of wood with the text 
of the edict apparently refened to in the legend of the cover. 
The total width of the cover being in. and that of the 
raised central portion about i in., a set of slips of the usual 


width could just have been inserted vertically into the recep- 
tacle. The use of special cases and boxes for the guarding 
of written slips of bamboo is amply attested for the period 
of the Former Han dynasty; see Chavannes, Les livres 
chinois, p. 63, note. 

** Compare e.g. Chavannes, Les livres chinois, pp. 16, 
25 sqq., 26, note, 29, with note, 30 sqq., &c. 
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of China proper should have adopted for official missives a form borrowed from Khotan Tl.i. 
conclusion, based upon the single tablet N. av. 345 , seems at present the only direct areulm 
n favour of the assumption that the arrangements and fashions prevailing in the 'wooden 
stauonery of our Kharo§thi documents had developed under ChiLe inflLce, But there 
IS indirect and quasi-negative evidence to lend support to such an opinion. 

Whatever ancient remains have come to light as yet in the Khotan region of the period 
to which the rums of the Niya Site belong, or in fact, of the whole Buddhist epoch, show 
that the civilization then Hounshmg was indebted mainly to India and China for its constituent 
elements. Now for Chinese antiquity, the extensive and varied use of wood as a writing-material 
is, as we have seen, amply attested; but the same is by no means the case for ancient India, 
especially in the period during which Khotan received its importations of Indian religion, language,’ 
and art. ^ There can be no doubt that in the extreme North-West of India, to which Khotan was 
directly indebted for everything that is of Indian origin in its culture, the easily obtainable 
and very convenient birch-bark {6huyj always formed the writing material most widely used 
for all purposes By its side the use of palm-leaves, which is attested for the whole of India 
from a very early period, must also be assumed to have been common 

On the other hand, what scanty references we possess to wood as a writing-material in 
early India seem to indicate that its use was restricted to specific purposes widely distinct from 
those of the great majority of our Kharosthi documents. Of such purposes that of the 
or writing-board used in the schools is the best attested as already mentioned, this wooden 
board, which took the place of our slate, and is now known throughout Northern India as Takhil, 
has survived to the present day. Its form may have served as a model for the oblong Kharosthi 
tablets with handles described above; but the reproduction of so simple an implement does 
not justify any conclusion as to the origin of the other far more ingenious forms and arrangements 
illustrated by our Kharosthi documents on wood. Nor are the few references to wooden boards, 
used apparently like our blackboards for public announcements, relevant in this connexion 
Still more specific are the uses of wood alluded to in a few isolated passages of Buddhist works 
To conclude from them as to the general use of wood for records and written communications 
in Buddhist India would be as reasonable as if the writing of amulets on birch-bark, which is still 
customary throughout Northern India**, were adduced as evidence for the general use of this 
material in Indian records, &c., of the nineteenth century. 

It must be reserved to future researches — or to future finds — to decide how much of me 
arrangements and forms observed in our Kharosthi documents on wood was borrowed from ot er 
civilizations and how much was local development. But it is clear in any case that the economic 
conditions of the Khotan region must have favoured the use of wood as the chief writing-materia 
previous to the introduction of paper. The Bhurja tree (Baetula Bhojpattr)^ w ic supp le a 
in part still supplies Northern India with a bark convenient for writing as ivell as wrapping 
is not, as far as I know, to be found to the north of the Himalaya, and certainly not on the terrib y 
barren slopes of the Kun-lun. The difficulties of transport must have made the importation 


»» See Biihler, Indiscke Palaeographie, p. 88. The 
general designation lehhana ‘writing-material , given in 
Sanskrit works to birch-bark, as well as the use of the term 
bhurja for ‘ document’, is significant. 

” See Biihler, ibid., p. 89. 

” See Biihler, ibid., pp. S, 88. 

See Biihler, ibid., p. 88. 

° Bamboo cuts (jalSka) with the name of the owner 


were given to Buddhist monks for purposes of legitimation; 
Burnouf, l/ilroduclion, p. 2 S 9 > q“°ted by 

The wooden tablets with incised directions as to religi 
suicide, the preparation of which is prohibited by a 
of the Vinayapitdka (BUhler, ibid., p. 5). may have oaea 
their form to some peculiar superstition. 

See Biihler, Kashmir Report, p. 29, note. 
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BhQrja from Kashmir, the nearest area which could furnisli it, very troublesome and expensive. 

That Bharja was nevertheless known in Khotan is proved by the Dutreuil de Rhins MS., and by 
the tiny fragment I discovered on the plaster wall of the Endere temple cclla Palm-leaves 
must have been still more difficult to obtain, though it is probable that MSS. written on this 
material were at times imported from India into Buddhist establishments-®. Leather was used 
for writing purposes, as my discoveries in N. xv. have proved ; but its preparation was certainly 
more troublesome than that of wood, and its cost, too, in all probability greater. Wood was thus 
indicated by nature as the common writing-material in the Khotan region, and probably throughout 
Eastern Turkestan, just as the bamboo was in China, until the introduction of the far more 
convenient paper rendered its use obsolete. 

Why paper should not have come into use in Khotan territory even one and a half centuries P-iper n 

after its invention in China is a question which cannot be definitely answered from our available 

. * . , , . , , Khotan 

materials. The fact itselt must be considered as certain, for ncli thougli the ruins explored about 

by me at the Niya River Site were in rubbish remains of all kinds, not one of them yielded the ■ 

smallest scrap of paper. This total absence of records on paper is all the more curious in view ^ 

of the political connexion with China which did not cease, as our Chinese documents plainly 

prove, even after the close of the later Han dynasty. Nor can it be attributed to the possible 

want of the paper-mulberry tree [ISroussotidta papyrifera), from the bark of which the modern 

paper of Khotan is e.xclusivcly manufactured, seeing that the alternative use of rags, hemp, and 

other substitutes was known in China from the very time of the first invention of paper 

(105 Whatever the cause may have been, the continued use of wood during the latter 

half of the third century in a distant Khotan settlement cannot be a matter of surprise when 

it is considered that, as M. Chavannes has shown from incontestable evidence, writing on bamboo 

slips was still currently practised in China itself about 2CO a. i>.-® 


Sectio.s VI.— DECIIT-IERMENT OF ANCIENT DOCU.MENTS, KHARO?THl 

AND CHINESE 

In the preceding sections I have endeavoured to record an accurate description of the Study of 
localities and conditions in which my main discoveries of ancient documents at this site were 
made, and to set forth and justify tliose archaeological conclusions which the observations then 
made and the subsequent scrutiny of the documents in their outward appearance have led me 
to draw as regards their form, arrangement, and probable purpose. The historical importance 
of the records contained in them was in the course of my excavations ever vividly before my 
eyes ; and in the case of the Kharosdu documents I had reason to welcome each fresh find 
as additional help towards the elucidation of both script and language. But from the first 
I recognized that the decipherment and elucidation of this wealth of materials would require much 
time and patient labour. Tlie nature of my philological qualifications obliged me, at the time 
of discovery and during the rare moments of rest on my subsequent travels, to limit my attention 
to the Kharo.sthi records. When, after their safe transfer to the British Museum, Prof. Rapson, 


” See below, ebap. xii, sec. ii. 

“ Evidence in this dircclion is furnished by the arrange- 
ment of the Brahini MSS. on paper from both Dandan- 
Uiliq and Kucha, which clearly shows imitation of palm- 
leaves, in their Pothi shape, string-holes, &c. Bhurja MSS. 


were either rolled, as shown by the Dutreuil de Rhins MS., or 
else arranged in ‘ forms ' .and bound after the fashion of our 
books, as is invariably the case with Kashmir Sanskrit MSS. 
*' See Chavannes, Zes Uvres chinois, p. 6. 

” See ibid., pp. y.f sq., also p. 58. 
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of China proper, should have adopted for official missives a form borrowed from Khotan This 
conclusion, based upon the single tablet N. xv. 345, seems at present the only direct argument 
in favour of the assumption that the arrangements and fashions prevailing in the ‘wooden 
stationery’ of our KharosthI documents had developed under Chinese influence. But there 
is indirect and quasi-negative evidence to lend support to such an opinion. 

Whatever ancient remains have come to light as yet in the Khotan region of the period 
to which the ruins of the Niya Site belong, or in fact, of the whole Buddhist epoch, show 
that the civilization then flourishing was indebted mainly to India and China for its constituent 
elements. Now for Chinese antiquity, the extensive and varied use of wood as a writing-material 
is, as we have seen, amply attested ; but the same is by no means the case for ancient India, 
especially in the period during which Khotan received its importations of Indian religion, language, 
and art. There can be no doubt that in the extreme North-West of India, to which Khotan was 
directly indebted for everything that is of Indian origin in its culture, the easily obtainable 
and very convenient birch-bark {bhuyjd) always formed the writing material most widely used 
for all purposes By its side the use of palm-leaves, which is attested for the whole of India 
from a very early period, must also be assumed to have been common-”. 

On the other hand, what scanty references we possess to wood as a writing-material in 
early India seem to indicate tliat its use was restricted to specific purposes widely distinct from 
those of the great majority of our KharosthI documents. Of such purposes that of the phalaka^ 
or writing-board used in the schools is the best attested”*; as already mentioned, this wooden 
board, which took the place of our slate, and is now known throughout Northern India as Takhil, 
has survived to the present day. Its form may have served as a model for the oblong KharosthI 
tablets with handles described above; but the reproduction of so simple an implement does 
not justify any conclusion as to the origin of the other far more ingenious forms and arrangements 
illustrated by our KharosthI documents on wood. Nor are the few references to wooden boards, 
used apparently like our blackboards for public announcements, relevant in this connexion 
Still more specific are the uses of wood alluded to in a few isolated passages of Buddhist works 
To conclude from them as to the general use of wood for records and written communications 
in Buddhist India would be as reasonable as if the writing of amulets on birch-bark, which is still 
customary throughout Northern India”*, were adduced as evidence for the general use of this 
material in Indian records, &c., of the nineteenth century. 

It must be reserved to future researches — or to future finds — to decide how much of the 
arrangements and forms observed in our KharosthI documents on wood was borrowed from other 
civilizations and how much was local development. But it is clear in any case that the economic 
conditions of the Khotan region must have favoured the use of wood as the chief writing-material 
previous to the introduction of paper. The BhOrja tree (Baeiula Bkdjpatt)^, which supplied and 
in part still supplies Northern India with a bark convenient for writing as well as for wrapping, 
is not, as far as I know, to be found to the north of the Himalaya, and certainly not on the terribly 
barren slopes of the Kun-lun. The difficulties of transport must have made the importation of 


” See BUhler, Indische Palaeographie, p. 88. The 
general designation lekhana ‘writing-material’, given in 
Sanskrit works to birch-bark, as well as the use of the term 
bhitrja for ‘ document’, is significant. 

” See Biihler, ibid., p. 89. 

See BUhler, ibid., pp. 5, 88. 

“ See BUhler, ibid., p. 88. 

^ Bamboo cuts (Jaldkd) with the name of the owner 


were given to Buddhist monks for purposes of legitimation ; 
Burnouf, Introduction, p. 259, note, quoted by BUhler. 
The wooden tablets with incised directions as to religious 
suicide, the preparation of which is prohibited by a passage 
of the Vinayapitaka (BUhler, ibid., p. 5), may have owe 
their form to some peculiar superstition. 

See BUhler, Kashmir Report, p. 29, note. 
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Bharja from Kadunir, the ncarc-st area wliich coiilt! furnislt it, very troublesome and expensive. 
That Uhnrja was nevertheless known in Khotan is [)roved by llic Dutreuil de Rhins MS., and by 
the tiny fr.igment I di.scovcred on the plaster wall of the Endere temple cella -A Palm-leaves 
must have been still more dilVicuk to obtain, ihoui’h it is probable that ISISS. written on this 
material were at times imported from Imlia into Ihuiilhi.st establishments**. Leather was used 
for writinij puqx).sc.s, as my discovcrie.s in N. .xv. have proved ; but its pre[)aration was certainly 
more troublesome than tliat of wood, and its cost, too, in all probability greater. Wood was thus 
indicated by nature as tite common writing-material in the Khotan region, and probably throughout 
Eastern 'rurkesUn, just ;is die bamboo w.is in China, until the introduction of the far more 
convenient paper rendered its ti.se obsolete. 

Why p.ipcr should not have come into u;;e in Khotan territory even one and a half centuries 
after its invention in Cliina is a tjucstion which cannot be definitely an.swcred from our available 
materials. The fact itself mu.*;! be consiileretl as cert.iin, for rich though the ruins explored 
by me at the Niya River .Site were in rubbish remains of all kinds, not one of them yielded the 
smalK'.st scrap of paper. Tliis tot.il absence of records on paper is all the more curious in view 
of the political connexion with Cliina which did not cease, as our Chinese documents [dainly 
prove, even after the close of the later Han ilynastv*. Nor can it be attriliuted to the po;wible 
want of the pajier-mullxrrry tree from the bark of which the modern 

paper of Khotan is exclusively m.inuriciiircd, seeing that the alternative use of mgs, hemp, and 
other .sub-stitiues was known in China from the very time of the first invention of paper 
(105 .A.t'.)*'. Whatever tiic c.tu.sc may have been, the coniinmul use of wood during the latter 
half of the third century in a dist.int Khotan settlement cannot be a matter of surprise when 
it is con.sidcrcd that, as .^I. Ch.ivanries li.is shown from inconlcst.dile evidence, writing on bamboo 
slip.-; wa.s still currently pr.icliscd in Chin.i itself .d-oni aco Ji.‘‘ 


Stx-rK.:.- VI.— DECIi'HHRMENT OE 

AND 


ANCIENT 

CIHNE.'^E 


DOCU.MENT.S, KllARO.? ITII 


In the [ircccding sections ! have endeavoured to record an accurate description of the 
localities and conditions in which my main discoveries of ancient documents at this site were 
made, and to set forth and justify those archaeological conclusions which the observations then 
made and the subsequent scrutiny of the documents in their outward appearance have led me 
to dr.iw as regards their form, armngement, and probable piirjiose. The historical importance 
of the records comaitied in them was in the course of my excavations ever vividly before my 
eyes ; and in the ca.se of the Kharojihf documents I had rea.son to welcome each fresh find 
as additional help towards the elucidation of both .script ami language. But from the first 
I recognized that the decipherment and elucidation of this wealth of materials would require much 
time and patient labour. The nature of my philological qualifications obliged me, at the time 
of discovery and during the rare moments of re.st on my sub.se([uent travels, to limit my attention 
to the Kharosthi records. When, after their safe transfer to the British Musemn, Prof. Rapson, 


“ See below, chap, an, see. ii. 

'• Evidence in iliis direction is furnished by llic arrange- 
ment of the Braliinl MSS. on p.iper from botli OandJn- 
Uiliq and Kuch.a, v.Iiicii cle.ir!y shows imitation of palm- 
leaves, in their Pothi shape, stiing-lioies, &c. liliurja ,MSS. 


were cither rolled, .is shown liy the Dutreuil do Rhins iMS., or 
chrf: arnuiged in • forms ' and bound after the fashion of our 
books, as is inv.tri.ibly the case with Kashinfr Sanskrit MSS. 
** Sec Chav.innes, Les Uvres (hinois, p. 6. 

See ibid., pp. 7.J stp, also p. 58. 
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aided by M. Senart and M. I’abbe Boyer, kindly charged himself with the difficult undertaking 
of editing them and otherwise preparing the way for their elucidation, I was forced by the urgency 
and extent of the manifold tasks to which I had to devote myself, reluctantly to forego any 
attempt at systematic co-operation in the arduous but fascinating labours of those learned friends.' 

The painstaking researches carried on by them are not likely to be concluded for a lone 
time, and no definite date can as yet be indicated for the full publication of the texts and the 
results achieved in their interpretation. But preliminary transcripts and renderings have been 
recently published of seven documents by Prof. Rapson and of an eighth by M. Boyer ; and the 
interesting information thus rendered available, combined with the notes which Prof. Rapson 
kindly placed at my disposal early in 1903 for use in my ‘ Personal Narrative ’, justifies the attempt 
to indicate here certain main results which have an antiquarian and historical bearing, and also 
some of the more curious details. Knowing the exceptional difficulties with which the work 
of decipherment and interpretation is beset, on account of the very cursive character of the 
KharosthI script and the puzzling phonetic uncertainties of the Prakrit dialect employed, I recog- 
nize that much in the above materials must necessarily remain tentative for the present. At the 
same time the scholarly acumen and critical thoroughness possessed by Prof. Rapson and his 
coadjutors make me feel confident that the statements made below will not require modification in 
essential points in the light of further researches. 

Taking then the main facts, it is a source of gratification to me that the conclusions 
I first arrived at regarding the language and general character of the KharosthI documents ‘ 
have been fully confirmed by Prof. Rapson’s labours. His exact analysis of the greater part 
of the collection has made it absolutely certain that the language throughout is an early 
Prakrit, closely akin to that of the Dhammapada version contained in the Dutreuil de Rhins 
MS., and showing a considerable admixture of Sanskrit terms often much garbled. The occur- 
rence of the latter is particularly frequent in the introductory and other formal parts of letters 
and records, i. e. exactly where the epistolary custom of modern Indian vernaculars has large 
recourse to phrases of the classical language. As regards a great portion of the documents 
there can be no doubt that they contain, as surmised by me from the first, official correspondence 
and records of various kinds, such as reports and orders to local officials on matters of administra- 
tion and police, complaints, summonses, directions for the supply of transport, &c., to persons 
travelling on public business. 

Of the wedge-shaped double tablets which form so large a proportion of the whole, it 
appears highly probable that they were generally, if not always, intended for the conveyance 
of brief orders which concerned the bearer, or in the execution of which the bearer was to 
co-operate. Of three documents of this class found in N. i the translations excerpted above 
show that they related to the escort or the transport to be supplied to official messengers 
who are named as carrying the order, and in the third case to a local inquiry to be made 
into a complaint preferred by the bearer Among three more wedge-shaped tablets translated 
by Prof. Rapson and M. Boyer, one (N. xv. 318) directs the provision of camels and an escort 
to a ‘bearer of royal matters’; another (N. xv. 12) apparently relates to a messenger’s claim 


* See the remarks written immediately after the conclu- 
sion of the e.\cavations, in my note ‘Archaeological discoveries 
in the neighbourhood of the Niya River', published in the July 
number of the JRAS., 1901, pp. 569-72; compare also 
Preliminary Report, pp. 50 sq. 

" See above, p. 326, for a summary of the contents of 


N. i. 104 -h 16 (supply of escort to Sameka travelling as 
messenger from Calmadana to Khotamna); iv. 108 (pro- 
vision of two camels for Cuvayalina Phummaseva, messenger 
to Khotainna, and of a third for his companion); i. 105 
(inquiry into Opgeya's claun to some property). 
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for compensation arising from a journey on duty, while N. xv. 137 (the well-preserved document 
shown in Plate XCVIII), urges the immediate arrest and transmission to the issuing officer of 
certain fugitives wanted for judicial proceedings \ The document is of special interest as it 
mentions two ‘ letters of injunction written at length ’ * [livistayena anadilekha) which had vainly 
been issued previously for the same purpose, the document itself being designated as a kilaimcdra. 

To this term, used in several other documents of this class, I shall have occasion to recur 
presently. By the ‘ letters of injunction ' {anadilekha) probably full orders are meant, like our 
Kharosthi documents on leather, in which this expression repeatedly occurs ®. 

Private communications or records, too, are represented among the documents, some of Private 
the rectangular double tablets undoubtedly bearing this character®. The likelihood of some drafts! 
of the latter being agreements, bonds, or formal records of a similar kind, has been indicated 
already k Drafts of letters seem to be frequent among the contents of the large single tablets 
of varying shape which have been spoken of above under the general designation of ‘oblong’. 

Of translated documents of this kind we have, besides the previously-mentioned tablet N. iv. 136, 
a very interesting specimen in the well-preserved ‘Taklitl’ N. xvi. 2 (reproduced in Plate Cl). As 
proved beyond all doubt by Prof. Rapson’s analysis, the text consists here of three entirely 
distinct parts, written in varying directions, yet by the same hand ®. As each of these parts 
contains a private letter from a different person (or persons) to a different address, it is quite 
clear that the tablet could not have been intended for transmission. As the subjects of the 
communications have no connexion whatever, while the elaborately polite wording of the intro- 
ductory phrases, greetings, &c., show an unmistakable similarity, the conclusion seems justified 
that we have here the drafts of communications penned by one and the same scribe for different 
persons. This conclusion is supported by the appearance of the ink varying in the several 
communications, and thus showing that they were written down on separate occasions. Plentiful 
marks of scraping and traces of erased writing prove that the writing-board had served before, 
probably for similar purposes. 

Of the mass of miscellaneous ‘ papers ’ written on single tablets of irregular shape, such as Records 0! 
long wedges, lath or label-like pieces, &c., and usually in columns ending with numerical signs, 


’ For the text and tentative translations of N. xv. 12, 
138, comp. Professor Rapson’s Specimens, pp. 12 sqq., 15. 
N. XV. 137 has been translated and annotated by I\I. Boyer 
in Journal asiat., JIai-Juin, 1905, pp. 463 sqq. The order 
is addressed to the ‘Cojhbo Somjaka’, the official residing, 
as we have seen, in N. v. It refers to the case as pending 
for the third year, and its wording plainly indicates dis- 
satisfaction at the delay. 

* For the term Uvislarena anadilekha, i.e. Skr. lipivislarena 
ajhaplilekha, see below. 

‘ See, e.g,, N. xv. 88 (Plate XCII), line 5, xv, 33 (ibid.), 
line 3, 

“ Compare, e.g., the address on the covering-tablet, 
N. XV. 154, Plate XCVn. 

^ See above, p. 354. 

“ See Specimens, pp. 9 sqq. In piece A Ogu Cinaphara 
and Cojhbo Cinyasasa send information to their 'beloved 
brother Cojhbo Sammasena’ about a certain unpleasant 
affair, not precisely specified, in which he is concerned, and 
which, if no agreement is arrived at, ‘ must be taken in 
hand and transferred to the King's Gate {rqyadvara) here,' 
i.e. taken into court. j 5 is a letter conveying an eagerly 


expressed request from Kala Kusanasena to ‘the Great 
Cojhbo Siiaka', for the early transmission of uta, for which 
Professor Rapson justly suggests the rendering ‘ news ’, and 
which may, I think, represent Skr. vdrta. The quaint way 
in which the identical request is repeated over and over 
again with slight variations recalls to my mind the fashion of 
reiteration in which Indian correspondents of the present 
day indulge when they wish to emphasize the importance of 
any topic. The forms for Sanskrit correspondence contained 
in that curious Kashmirian manual, the Lokaprakdsa, with 
other evidence that cannot be detailed here, show that this 
fashion is of old date in India. 

Perhaps the most curious of these letters is C, in which 
the ^ramanas Bangusena and Pocgayaesa ‘ inquire after the 
spiritual and bodily health again and again, many times and 
unceasingly ' of their ‘ dear friend, Cojhbo Nandasena and 
Cataroyae ', and then expatiate with pious unction upon the 
news of the death of a certain person. There is good 
.reason to suppose that the ruined structure N. xvi., adjoining 
N. V, was a Buddhist shrine (see below, p. 375). Is it 
possible that one or other of these monks was the attendant 
of the shrine, as well as the scribe who penned the drafts ? 
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no detailed analysis is yet available. But there are indications that accounts, lists of labourers 
or materials, &c., are frequent among their contents. Considering the administrative duties of 
the officials whose residences were the main find-places of such documents, it is very likely 
that some at least of these lists and accounts may have reference to taxation. 

The ruler, in whose name the official orders, &c., are issued, is given in the initial formula 
of the wedge-shaped tablets only the brief title mahanitavct tuahavaya, corresponding to Skr. 
mahanubhava maharaja ‘His Excellency the Great King.’ But in the introductory dating of 
many of the rectangular tablets, where the year is indicated with reference to the reign of a 
particular ruler, we find his name besides the above title coupled with the designation of deva- 
putra^, which recalls the official style of the Kusana or Indo-Scythian kings as observed in 
their inscriptions in their Indian territories. The royal names, of which two at least can be 
distinguished in the documents, are to be found neither on the Sino-Kharosthi coins of Khotan 
nor in the dynastic lists of the Tibetan texts. Yet the constant references in the tablets to 
Khotan (called Khotamna, Khodana, Ktistanakd) show that the district containing this ancient 
settlement must have formed part of the kingdom of Khotan, and it seems difficult to believe 
that by the above titles any other ruler but that of Khotan could be meant. 

Many of the persons to or by whom documents are dispatched bear names which are either 
purely Indian, such as Bhima, Bangusena, Nandasena, Samasena, Sitaka, Upajiva, &c.^®, or else 
look like Indian adaptations, e.g. Angaca, Cuvayalina Phummaseva, Piteya, Sili, Samghila, 
Sarnjaka, Somjaka, Sucama, Sughiya^b But others are distinctly un-Indian, e.g. Lipeya, Opgeya, 
Limira, Mamngaya, Tsmaya^^. A few, like Pa^aspa and Cinaphara, suggest Iranian influence 
in their origin or formation It is interesting to see that among the correspondents in N. xvi. 2 
there appears a Knsanasena, as if to emphasize some connexion with Indo-Scythian dominion 
far away to the south-west. 

In strange contrast to the names, some of the most frequently-occurring titles borne by 
these officials are wholly non-Indian, such as Cojhbo, SoUiavigha, Kala'-^. But the official designa- 
tions familiar from ancient Indian usage are also met with, e.g. divira ‘ clerk ', carff (or caraha) 
‘secret agent’, rayadvara-purasthita ‘president of the royal court Letter-carriers {lekhaharaka) 
are often referred to by their Sanskrit designation, while the duty of the official messengers, for whose 
requirements en route many of the wedge-shaped tablets were intended to provide, is always spoken 
of by the term dtitiya, derived from their correct Indian appellation of dilta^’^. The often-recurring 
introductory formulas, with their stereotyped greetings, elaborately constructed honorific addresses, 
and polite inquiries after the health and spiritual welfare of the addressees — the whole corre- 
sponding to the verbiage which Anglo-Indian custom In the reproduction of vernacular documents 
curtly disposes of as ‘after compliments’ — possess a distinct flavour of that quaint phraseology 
which Sanskrit epistolary style has always affected, and to which the correspondence of my 
Kashmirian Pandit friends has accustomed me *b That official custom, however, knew also 


“ See, e.g., N. xv. 155 (Plate XCIV); xv. 166 (Plate XCV). 
See for these names N. i. 104, 105 ; xv. 12 ; xvi. 2, in 
Prof. Rapson's Specimens, from %Yhich also the subsequent 
references to particular names, &c., are taken. 

“ Comp. N. i. 105; iv. 108, 136 ; xv. 12, 137, 318. 

“ See N. i. 105 ; iv. 136; xvi. 2. 

“ Comp. N. xvi. 2. 

“ For Cojhbo see N. i. 104, 105; iv. 108, 136; xv. 137, 
318 ; xvi. 2 ; for Solhamgha (also spelt Solhamgd), N. iv. 104, 
108, 136; Kala, N. xvi. 2. 


Comp. N. iv. 136; -XV. 137; for the frequently occur- 
ring term rqyadvara (gkx.rajadvara)’ xoy&\ court of justice , 
see, e.g., N. i. 105 ; xv. 12 ; xvi. 2. 

See for duHya, N. i. 104 ; iv. 108 ; xv. 12. 

” The complimentary introductions of the letters in the 
previously-discussed tablet, N. xvi. 2 (see Prof. Rapsons 
Specimens, pp. 9 sq.) furnish typical illustrations of this 
phraseology. Priyadarsana ‘ whose sight is dear ’, priyadiva- 
manusya ‘who is dear to gods and ra&o.' , denamantisyasam- 
pujila ‘ honoured by gods and men ’, sundmaparikirlita ‘ whose 
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a style far less ornate is amply shown by tlie business-like and peremptory tone adopted in some of 
the wedge-shaped tablets, ordering the submission of affidavits (Javat/ia) according to a specified 
list; the production of certain witnesses; the arrest of individuals, &c. 

The antiquarian interest possessed by many of the details which the elucidation of petty 
records may reveal is illustrated by a rectangular tablet dated in the ninth year of King Jitro- 
ghavarsman. It relates to a transaction by a certain Buddhagosa, apparently the slave of the 
Sramana Anadasena, concerning some household goods, pawned, perhaps, or taken in pledge. 
The articles are enumerated in detail, and their value indicated in a currency that may yet be 
determined in the light of other documents. It is of interest to find that this list, besides sheep, 
vessels, wool-weaving (?) appliances and some other implements, enumerates also namadis. We 
may recognize here an early mention of the felt rugs or ‘Numdahs' (Persian-Turkl namad) 
which to this day form a special product of Khotan home industry, large consignments being 
annually exported to Ladak and Kashmir. Small pieces of well-worked felt were plentifully 
mixed up with the other rubbish contents of N. xv.^® Numerous tablets seem to have reference 
to disputes about water ; and though the elucidation of details must here necessarily be attended 
with special difficulty, we may reasonably hope for interesting sidelights to be thrown by them 
upon the ancient system of irrigation. 

For the old topography, too, of this and the adjoining regions the KharosthI documents 
are certain to furnish valuable materials. I have already had occasion to point out how 
important it is to find the antiquity of the name Khotan, practically in its present form, 
attested by the Khotamna (probably pronounced Khola7ia) and Khodana of these records^®. 
By their side we find the Sanskritized form Kushma or Kuslanaka, a distinct indication of 
the antiquity of the learned adaptation of the local name and the legend about ‘ the Breast 
of the Earth’ as related by Hsuan-tsang and our Tibetan sources^®. The explanations given 
above as to Nina and Calniadana-^ show the possibility of arriving hereafter at the correct 
identification of other old localities mentioned in the documents. Unfortunately the specific 
name of the ancient site itself has not been traced as yet. As if to remind us of the position 
which the ruined settlement must have occupied on the border of the Khotan kingdom, we 
meet with frequent mention of ‘ frontier watch-stations designated by the Sanskrit term draiiga, 
the true significance of which I was first able to establish in Kashmir®®. That Buddhism was 
widely spread, if not actually the prevailing religion in the territory, is amply proved by the 
frequent references to Sramanas, and by passages like the one in the above-quoted tablet 
N. xvi. 2 , enumerating various sacred categories of the Buddhist heaven®®. 


good name is far-famed,' belong to the regular stock of 
honorific addresses. Phrases like pracachadevata (Skr. praly- 
aksadevatd) ‘a divinity incarnate’, airptapriyadarsaria ‘of 
whose dear sight there is never enough,’ &c., are attempts at 
special flights of epistolary politeness. For complimentary 
inquiries or wishes about the addressee’s health comp. N. iv. 
136 {divyasariraarogi sampreseli bahu aneka); N. xvi. 2, B 
(arogya preseii bahu aprameyam)) ibid., C (divyasariraarogi 
puripruchamti^ The endeavour to use Sanskrit in the intro- 
ductory parts of these epistles, and the thoroughgoing dis- 
regard for its grammar and spelling, are familiar features to 
any one acquainted with the correspondence of Hindus who 
have received a traditional education, but are able to express 
themselves only through the medium of their vernacular. 

“ For specimens, coloured and plain, N. xy. 014, 015, 


see Plate LXXVI. 

“ Khotamna and Khodana may alternate in the same 
document; see N. i. 104 -fid in Prof. Rapson’s 
p. 14. For the fashion prevailing in this script of announcing 
a coming nasal by an Anusvara added to the preceding syllable, 
see Rapson, ‘ On the alphabet of the Kharosthi documents,’ 
in Actes du KIV‘ Congrh des Orientalistes, i. p. 12. 

“ See above, pp. 153 sq. 

See above, p. 311. 

Rajat., 11 . pp. 291 sq. I have since found the word 
surviving in various localities outside Kashmir where once 
a customs station or frontier post existed, e.g. at the well- 
known salt quarries of Drang in the Kohat District of the 
N. W. Frontier. 

See above, p. 365; Specimens, p. lo. 
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Not the least curious among the results so far secured by the work of decipherment is 
the proof that the use of the various types of ancient stationery represented was restricted to 
particular classes of documents for which we can still ascertain the official terminology. With 
unchanging regularity the double wedge-tablets are designated in their context by'^the term 
kilamudra. I have previously suggested its interpretation as a compound of kila, corresponding 
to Skr. kilaka ‘wedge', and miidra ‘seal*. That the application of a term meaning ‘wedge 
[-tablet] and seal’ would be appropriate in this case is clear; but I admit that, in regard to 
the explanation of the second portion of the term, the occasional variant ’‘mmnlra, noticed by 
Prof. Rapson, deserves special attention We have seen already that the term anadilekha 
(Skr. ajnapiilekha), ‘ letter of injunction ’ or ‘ rescript ’, is specially used for official orders recorded 
on leather. The rectangular double tablets are always referred to as lihitaka or ‘ letter ’. Another 
technical term of this kind is siovana, but whether it was applied to an open communication 
written on one or the other type of oblong tablets, as its use in the draft JB of N. xvi. 2 seems 
to suggest remains at present doubtful. It is evident that the clerks of those ancient offices 
were quite as particular about bureaucratic distinctions of this kind as the ‘Babu’ of modern 
India, who would never make a mistake about supplying himself with ‘octavo note’ for his 
D. O.’s, foolscap for his ‘ fair dockets ’, or slips for his ‘ office memos.’ 

The very nature of the contents, and the complete absence of similar records of ancient 
date in India itself must render the full elucidation of the Kharo-sthl documents a slow task 
beset with exceptional difficulties. Not until the whole of these ample materials has been 
rendered accessible to Indologists by the textual publication to which Prof Rapson, assisted 
by MM. Senart and Boyer, is now devoting his critical labours, will it be possible to form an 
approximately correct estimate of the multifarious aspects of ancient life and culture which they 
may bring back to light. But Avhatever revelations of detail may be in store for us, it is not 
likely that any of them will approach in historical interest one important fact which can now 
be clearly recognized. I mean the use of an Indian language throughout the mass of non-Chinese 
records, whether official or private. When we take into account the distinctly secular character 
of most of them, this evidence of the language must be considered a striking confirmation of 
the old local tradition, recorded by Hsuan-tsang as well as in the Tibetan ‘Annals of Li-yul’, 
and already discussed in chapter vii, according to which the territory of Khotan received a large 
portion of its early population by immigration from the region of Taksa^ila or Taxila. It must 
certainly lead us to believe in some historical fact underlying this tradition, if in an outlying 
settlement of ancient Khotan we find a mass of multifarious records, accumulated by chance, 
and all closely connected with indigenous administration and ordinary life, written in a language 
which has its nearest extant congener In that of the inscriptions and coins from the extreme 
North-West of India during the centuries immediately before and after the commencement of 
the Christian era. 

It is an equally significant fact that the Kharosthi script which our documents present 
in a form very closely allied to that found in the inscriptions of the Kusana period was 


-* See his remarks in Specimens, p. 13 ; also M. Boyer’s 
note,/, asial., igog, Mai-Juin, p. 466. The term, if inter- 
preted as I proposed, would appear a somewhat barbarous 
compound ; but some grammadcal latitude might well be 
allowed to the old Khotan clerks, who are likely to have 
coined it, perhaps, as a rendering of some foreign (Chinese ?) 
term. 


“ See Specimens, p. r r. The bearer of the missive is 
spoken of as ‘ letter-reader ’ (lekhavaciiu). 

^ For the Kharosthi writing of the documents and its 
relations to the Indian forms of the script see Prof. Rapson’s 
illuminating notes, ‘ On the alphabet of the Kharosthi docu- 
ments,' in Actes dti XIV’ Congrh des Orientalisles, i. 
pp. 210 sqq.. 
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within India peculiar to the region that had in Taxila its oldest historical centre. It' does 
not appear possible to account satisfactorily for either the language or the script of our documents 
by the spread of Buddhism alone, seeing that Buddhism, so far as our available evidence goes, 
brought to Central Asia only the use of Sanskrit as the ecclesiastical language, and the writing 
in Brahmi characters. Nor would the assumption of a temporary extension to Eastern Turkestan 
of ^aka or Kusana power from the north-western borderlands of India be sufficient to explain 
the transplanting of an Indian language and its adoption for ordinary use among the people; 
for on the one hand, such a political connexion, if it ever really existed, must, in view of the 
Chinese historical records, have been very transitory, while on the other hand the forces that 
might have effected it were themselves Central-Asian rather than Indian. 

It seems strange that ruins far away in the barbarian North, overrun by what Hindu 
legend vaguely knew as the mythical ‘ Ocean of sand ' should have preserved for us records 
of everyday life older than any written documents (as distinguished from inscriptions) that have 
as yet come to light in India itself. But from the first there was ample evidence pointing to 
this chronological conclusion. The close agreement in palaeographical features between the 
documents discovered and the KharosthI inscriptions of the Kusana kings led me at once to 
the conclusion that those records on wood and leather must belong approximately to the period 
covered by Kusana rule in the extreme North-West of India. We know, in spite of all uncer- 
tainties as to the era or eras used in the inscriptions, that the domination of the Kusana dynasty 
in the Indus Valley and Punjab must mainly fall within the first three centuries of our era. 
It is certain that the KharosthI script ceased to be used soon afterwards, in those territories 
which had formed its Indian home; and it seems very improbable that it could have remained 
in current use in Khotan for a long period without undergoing perceptible changes. Valuable 
collateral evidence was provided by an interesting find made in the ruined building, N, viii, 
which will be described below. A narrow, Takhti-shaped tablet (N. xx. i) excavated there shows 
on one side a single line of KharosthI, while on the other side I discovered to my surprise three 
lines of Brahmi characters, the only specimen of this writing from the site. Unfortunately the 
ink on both sides has become very faint, and of the Brahmi text in particular it has become 
impossible to make out more than a few detached characters here and there. In these, however, 
I thought that I could recognize characteristic features of the Brahmi writing of the Kusana 
period. There is nothing in the appearance of the tablet to suggest that the two texts were 
written at appreciably different times. Hence the close agreement of the palaeographical indica- 
tions furnished by the Brahmi and KharosthI writings supplied further evidence in favour of 
the conclusion already indicated. 

I could not fail to recognize another proof of considerable antiquity in the use of wood as 
the only writing material apart from leather ; for the total absence of paper among the remains 
of the site clearly marks a date earlier than the fourth century of our era, from which onwards 
the use of paper in Eastern Turkestan is palaeographically attested by MS. remains from Kucha 


Finally, numismatic evidence helps to confirm 
up at different points of the site during my si 
of one of doubtful origin, all Chinese copper 

^ Comp. Rajat. iii. 279 sqq. 

See Hoernle, Report on Central-Asian antiquities, ii. 
pp. 13 sq. 

As will be seen from App. D, 8 coins from the Niya 
Site belong to issues showing the symbols Wu-chu (see for 
specimens Nos. 12-14 in Plate LXXXIX); seven are small 


the conclusion, since the coins which were picked 
tay, seventeen altogether, were, with the exception 
pieces current under the Later Han dynasty 

pieces without any legend, such as are usually attributed to 
the reign of Hsien ti (190-240 a. d.) ; specimens of these are 
seen in Nos. 7, 8, 10, Plate LXXXIX. No. 7 with another 
piece was picked up on eroded ground close to N. xv. One 
piece is in too poor a state to be determined! Another coin, 
the characters on which could not be made out by me at the 
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atioris to ^uicIg me, there was reason to feel particularly gratified 
when the approximate dating thus arrived at received confirmation and precision by incontro- 
vertible chronological evidence. It came, as I had always hoped, from the Chinese records on wood 
found in our ancient rubbish-heap. Their first cursory examination at Kashgar, effected with 
Mr. Macartney s help through Sun Ssu-yeh, showed that their contents were mainly of an official 
nature, and that their characters bore distinct resemblance to the type of writing which Chinese 
palaeographers associate with the Han epoch. Their subsequent scrutiny in the British Museum 
by Sir R. Douglas enabled me to form a more exact idea of the nature of the brief police orders, 
requisitions, &c., recorded on some of these slips of wood. But it was only when in December, 
1902, Dr. S. W. Bushell had occasion to examine the documents that one of them, N. xv. 326 
(see Plate CXI I) was discovered to be fully and precisely dated. The initial characters, as 
since verified by M. Chavannes, who subsequently was kind enough to undertake the systematic 
decipherment and translation of all Chinese records brought to light by me, unmistakably indicate 
the fifth year of the T‘ai-shih period of the Emperor Wu ti, the founder of the Western Chin 
dynasty, corresponding to 269 a. d. The accuracy of this reading is established against any 
possible doubt, as M. Chavannes has proved, by the specification of a chronological detail in 
the rest of the dating ; ‘ the twentieth day ting-cJiou of the tenth month, of which the first day 
is the day Thus a precise date has been found which fixes the period when this remark- 

able collection of documents accumulated. N. xv. 326 itself was discovered in a layer of refuse 
about one foot above the original floor. 

The highly instructive notes with which M. Chavannes has accompanied his full transcripts 
and translations of the Chinese documents on wood, reproduced in Appendix A, make it possible 
for me to attempt here a brief delineation of the general character of these records, as well as 
of the main historical data they furnish Among the latter, to which we may well turn first, 
the precise date of N. xv. 326 is undoubtedly of exceptional value, in connexion with a number 
of antiquarian questions. But wider historical importance may be claimed for what the whole 
collection proves as to the re-assertion of Chinese authority in Eastern Turkestan under the 
Emperor Wu ti (265-289 a. d.). The Chin Annals, as noted by Chavannes in his remarks on 
N. xv. 93, record of Wu ti that he caused his supremacy to be recognized in the ‘Western 
Countries’; they also record embassies with tribute in 270- a. d., from Farghana and Kara-shahr, 


site, has since been identified by Dr. Bushell as bearing the 
legend CKicn~yiian ch'ting pao ‘Copper money of the 
Ch'ien-yUan period’ (758-763 a.d.). This coin would 
have to be accepted as a proof that the deserted site was 
visited during the T'ang period, if its evidence could quite 
be relied upon. My notes show that this particular coin 
was brought to me at the site by Turdi Khwaja, when he 
joined me from Khotan on February 7, 1901 (see Ruins of 
Khoian, pp. 406 sq.). He said he had picked it up on his 
march to my camp, then near N. xv., and as I understood him, 
since he had left Imam Ja'far Sadiq. Whether this was really 
the case, and at what particular part of the area he found it, 
I could not ascertain at the time, and the question must thus 
remain open. My treasure-seeking guide, always on the look- 
out for antiques, was honest enough on most matters, but not 
exactly burdened with an ‘ archaeological conscience ’. 

“ See App. A, part ii, note on N. xv. 326. 

” I regret that in the Plates CXII-CXIV, which repro- 
duce the whole of the Chinese records on wood, they are 


shown in an order different from that in which Prof. 
Chavannes has arranged his translations in App. A. While 
the latter arrangement is based on a systematic classification 
of the slips according to their contents, the Plates show 
them as grouped according to the various types of hand- 
writing recognized by Mr. Rionin Kohitsu, a Japanese 
expert in Chinese . palaeography, who early in 1903 kindly 
offered his help for the reproduction of the documents. I 
regret that I could not find time previous to my departure 
from England to arrange for the preparation of fresh nega- 
tives when M. Chavannes’ translations had become available, 
and was subsequently obliged by practical considerations to 
have the collotype plates printed from the available nega- 
tives. As the context does not suffice to establish con- 
nexion between any two slips, the criterion of handwriting 
may possibly yet prove of some use. On the other hand, the 
reproduction of the first grouping has resulted in N. xv. 328 
and 75, which are the broken halves of one slip and exactly 
fit each other, being shown erroneously in different plates. 
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and in 287 a. d. from Sogdiana. But by the side of these references, and of those made to princes 
of the ruling families of Shan-shan, Kucha, and Kara-shahr, who in the years 283 and 285 a. d., 
took up appointments at the Imperial court, the proof now furnished by our documents as to 
tlie actual exercise of Chinese authority in this region is specially welcome. 

They clearly show that Chinese posts, under officers invested with some measure of ad- Reference 
ministrative authority, must have been established in different parts of Khotan territory and admin\”tr 
probably elsewhere also. The existence of a Chinese administrative organization extending tion. 
over the whole of the Tarim Basin is clearly indicated by the mention in N. xv. 93 of ‘a prefect 
[governing by delegation of the dynasty] Chin . . . great marquis invested by the Ckin^ [governor 
of] Shan-shan, Yen-clii [Kara-shahr], Cfiin-tzii [Kucha], Su -13 [Kashgar] . . . allied to the Chin! 

But the similarity specially noticed by M. Chavannes between the last of these titles and the 
formula with which investiture was accorded in 229 a. d. to Po-t'iao, ‘king of the Great Yiieh-chih 
allied to the Wei’, seems to make it doubtful whether those high dignities were not borne by 
some indigenous ruler acting under Chinese control. The title of the ‘ Chang-shih of the Western 
Countries’, compliance with whose orders is recorded in N. xv. 328 + 75, occurs also in the Chin 
Annals towards 324 a. d. That the officer holding it at the time to which our documents belong 
must have exercised direct authority over the Chinese garrisons established in Khotan territory 
seems indicated also by the reference made in N. xv. 85 to an edict of his. Both in N. xv. 328 + 75 
and in N. xv. 348 we find a certain Lo-pn,-yen mentioned as the officer who has given effect to 
an edict; but in the latter slip, which is incomplete, the authority issuing it is not named. 

That the Chinese supremacy re-established under Wu ti contented itself with the, political Edicts of 
control of the indigenous principalities, but did not efface them, might have been concluded 
from the system maintained during the Han occupation and again under the 1 angs. Yet it Shan-shan. 
is of historical interest to find edicts both from the king of Yii-t'ien and of Shan-shan (south 
of Lop'Nor) distinctly referred to in our records. The covering-tablet N. xv. 345, on which 
the latter ruler is mentioned, has on account of its peculiar form been discussed above N. xv. 

73 is incomplete, and merely contains an acknowledgement of the receipt of the king of Yii-t'ien’s 
edict. That the latter, whatever its contents, must have been written in Chinese may be con- 
sidered as certain. Close communication with the districts of westernmost Kan-su, through 
which then as now the great route between China and Eastern Turkestan led, is attested by 
several of our documents. The slip N. xv. 326, which has proved so valuable chronologically. The prefect 
mentions the prefect of Tnn-fmang, the ancient frontier station situated in the vicinity of 
Sha-chou. A title, of which the incomplete slip has preserved but a part, seems to suggest 
that the prefect was also in charge of military administration in that region. That ‘the prefect 
of Tun-huang’ exercised at times direct authority in Turkestan affairs, is shown by what the 
Later Han Annals record about his share in the Yu-t'ien troubles of 152 a. d. Tun-huang is 
mentioned again in N, xv. 188, which gives the names of six out of the eight ‘ commanderies ’ 
recorded in the Chin Annals as dependent on Liang-chou As M. Chavannes’ note shows, 
the six commanderies named on the slip correspond to modern districts in the extreme north-west 
of Kan-su, extending within the Great Wall from Lan-chou to Hsi-ning and Su-chou, and including 
also the sub-prefecture of Tun-huang between the latter and Sha-chou. In N. xv. 203 reference 
is again made to the prefect of Tun-huang, who is to have certain articles transmitted to him; 
but here, too, the text is evidently a mere fragment. 


See above, p. 361. « Two of them occur also in the fragmentary slip, 

’’ See R^musat, Vilh de Khotan, pp. 7 sqq.; above, p. 168. N. xv. 116. 
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Interesting information can be gleaned also from those Chinese records which do not mention 
otherwise known localities, officers, &c., in spite of the fact that most of the slips are in 
a fragmentary condition, and that few if any among them, even when intact, are likely to have 
formed by themselves a complete text. Their translation in M. Chavannes’ Appendix clearly 
proves that, notwithstanding all uncertainties of detail, we can safely recognize in the great 
majority of them portions of official orders and reports. That judicial and police functions 
were exercised by the officers from whom these miscellaneous ‘ papers ’ originated is shown by 
the numerous pieces which refer to the arrest of, or accusations against, particular individuals 
The order ‘to all prefects and sub-prefects to furnish escorts to a person on official duty’, 
which N. XV. loi. a reproduces, touches an item of administrative routine familiar to us from 
the Kharosthi wedge-tablets. Orders of various officials (governor, prefect, deputy, is'iing-s/ii/t) 
are alluded to in several short fragments, without their subjects being indicated by the extant 
text 2®. Actions arising from pecuniary obligations seem to be reported upon in some other 
slips ®’'. 

But far more numerous are the pieces which describe specific individuals as to age, personal 
appearance, dress, &c., and manifestly represent permits or passes of some kind®®. Of special 
interest among these is N. xv. 53, describing ‘the [YUe/i\-c/uh, i. e. I ndo-Scythian, barbarian Chu, 
[a native] of the Yileh-chik [i. e. I ndo-Scythian] kingdom, aged 49 years, of middle stature, dark 
complexion’; and N. xv. 19 1, which also refers to ‘a barbarian, of the YUeh-chih kingdom’, 
possibly the same individual. From which part of the wide I ndo-Scythian dominion ‘ the barbarian 
Chu ' came, it is impossible to guess. Kashmir, which formed part of it, undoubtedly lay nearest. 
In any case we have a trace here of that foreign intercourse with China for which the territory 
of Khotan long formed a favourite line of transit. Some of the individuals to whom these 
slips may have been issued as means of legitimation are likely to have passed the post, evidently 
existing at this point of the settlement, more than once ; for we find ‘ /, also called Nu^ 56 years 
of age, of middling height, with hair and beard turning grey’, described in almost identical 
terms in two different slips®®. Individuals are repeatedly described as wearing trousers and 
coats of linen, while hemp shoes, such as I found in one of the ruined dwellings of Dandan- 
Uiliq, are mentioned in one instance^®. Evidently with a view to authorize the passage of 
certain property, N. xv. 61-^62 specifies in the case of a certain individual two bullock-carts 
and two bullocks. The mention in N. xv. 324 of ‘a white horse, spotted, with a saddle and 
bridle, old and common’, may have served a similar purpose. The specification in N. xv. 78 
of ‘ginger, betel-nuts of the south’ as merchandise, may possibly have some connexion with 
customs duties. 

The very pettiness of the affairs treated in the majority of the Chinese records seems an 
indication that Chinese control at that period cannot have been restricted to a purely military 
occupation of the territory. What division of functions existed between the Cliinese officers 
established at places like the Niya Site and the indigenous administration we are not likely 
ever to ascertain in detail. But whatever we know of Chinese methods of control in the 
‘Western Countries’ must a priori lead us to suppose that the indigenous ruler and his 


” See N. XV. 314 (whlcli relates to the e.xamination of 
a fugidvc by the prefect and his deputy); 189, 362 (an order 
for the arrest of eight individuals); 315 and 37 (both re- 
lating to an accusation by a military officer); 176; 123; 
125+127. 

Sec N. XV. 145, 010, 39, 1 1 7. 


" Corap. N. XV. 109, 353, 133, 207. 

“ See N. XV. 53, 191, 337, *52. 08. ^ 9 -> 09. 02. 339. 
i<39. »73- 

" See N. XV. 08, 192. 

See N. XV. 337, 09, 03 ; for a hemp fhoc see above, 
p. 373. 
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administrative agents were left a preponderating share in the management of affairs directly 
concerning the local population. The contents of our ancient rubbish-heap seem strikingly to 
illustrate this view. Since Kharosthl and Chinese documents intermingled throughout its layers, 
there can be no doubt as to the simultaneous existence of the two administrations working 
side by side. Yet at the same time the overwhelming proportion of Kharosthi records proves 
that the range of affairs left to native management must have been far the wider. 

The occurrence of the Chinese slips of wood throughout the rubbish accumulations and at 
o-reatly varying depths is of special chronological interest. We know that after the reign of 
the Emperor Wu ti (265-289 a. d.) Chinese political relations with the ‘ Western Countries ’ 
completely ceased Taking then into account that the document N. xv. 326, accurately dated 
in 269 A. D., was found only about one foot above the floor, and that a considerable number 
of Chinese records with contents of similarly official character were found fully 3 to 3|- ft. from 
the floor, and thus close to the surface of the extant mass of refuse it is evident that we 
are justified in recognizing the period covered by Wu ti's reign as the time during which the 
whole of the records, &c., found in N. xv. must have accumulated. The chronological limits 
thus ascertained make it less of a loss to us that the other Chinese documents are either 
undated or only by month and day and that we cannot at present fix the chronology of the 
reigns to which the fully dated Kharosthi tablets refer. 

Considering the unsubstantial construction of the building, it appears very improbable that 
N. V. could have continued to be inhabited for many years after Wu ti’s time; and as its fate 
may safely be assumed to have been typical of that which the other structures within this 
portion at least of the site underwent, we are led to conclude that the end of the third century 
of our era must have seen the site abandoned to the drifting sand of the desert. Whether this 
abandonment was indirectly connected with the political and economic changes which undoubtedly 
accompanied the withdrawal of Chinese authority, or was due solely to natural causes affecting 
irrigation and therefore cultivation, is a question regarding which the available evidence would 
scarcely justify the expression of a definite opinion at present. 

It was interesting to trace the close connexion with China also among the relics other 
than documents which this ancient rubbish-heap had preserved, and which may now be briefly 
reviewed in conclusion. The fragments of a well-finished circular lacquered bowl (N. xv. 001) 
decorated outside with black and red bands (see Plate LXV), and showing a highly-polished 
red surface inside (see Plate LXX), unmistakably indicate Chinese workmanship; and the cane 
material too, clearly points to that origin. The pieces of delicate plain silk (N. xv. on), of 
which Plate LXX VI reproduces portions, may also have come from the Far-eastern portions 
of the empire. The fragments of plain and cut glass, N. xv. 001. b-h (see Plate LX XIV), 
mostly greenish in colour, showing great transparency, and very different from the coarse material 
found at other sites, may be the remains of Western imports. Glass was until the middle of 
the fifth century of our era known in China only as an import from Ta-ch'in, the Far West^^; 
and it appears very improbable that the introduction of glass manufacture could have been 
delayed so long, if the making of glass had been an art practised in Eastern Turkestan when 
the latter was under Chinese control during earlier centuries. It is significant that, according 
to the Pei shth, the first makers of glass in China were traders ‘ from the country of the Great 


« SeeM.Chavannes’remarksonN.xv.93inApp.^,partii. « Dates by month and day only are found on N. xv. 348 

See, e.g., N. xv. 337, 339, 349, 35 i, 353, 02, 08, 09, 100, 207, 351. 

’■ “ See Hirth, China and ihe Roman Orient, pp. 228 sqq. 
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Yileh-chih’, i.e. from the old Indo-Scythian dominion for whom the land route through Khotan 
was a more likely line of communication than the sea route. 

Far more numerous, of course, were articles for which local manufacture may safely be 
assumed. Among the rags mi.xed up with the refuse were the pieces of cotton and woollen 
materials, showing considerable variation in texture and colour, from which representative specimens 
(N. XV. 012, 13, 16, 17, 18) have been reproduced in Plate LXXVI in their original colouring. 
The coarse cotton check (N. xv. 012), in dull yellow with blue stripes, curiously recalls the 
‘Jharans' in favourite use through modern India. The pieces of felt, N. xv. 014, 015 (see 
Plate LXXVI), the one very compact and strong, the other loose but richly coloured, show 
that this still flourishing branch of Khotan textile industry had already attained full development. 
The comparison of all these fabrics with those found in the Endere temple, from which specimens 
are shown in Plate LXXVI I, might, in view of the four or five centuries separating the two 
sites, possibly prove Instructive to an expert student of ancient textiles. The twisted cord 
(N. xv. 001. k), with its hard, bead-like masses entwined at regular intervals, has the appearance 
of a kind of rosary. In the horn spoon (N. xv. 001. i), we have a utensil of domestic use. A large 
number of sheep’s knuckle-bones, often painted pink like the specimen N. xv. 001. j, showed 
that gambling with this simple form of dice must have had its votaries in the household. 
Besides these there was found also an ivory die, N. .xv, 004 (see Plate LXXIV), showing four 
equal rectangular sides and two square ends. By its shape and sfze it distinctly recalls an 
ancient brass die from Eastern Turkestan described by Dr. Hoernle ; but as it is not perforated, 
it could not have been used for the system of divining e.xplained in Dr, Hoernle’s remarks^®. 
It may be noted that the arrangement of the dots distributed over the four equal sides differs 
from that seen on the cube-shaped ivory die found at Endere (see E. oor in Plate LII). A curious 
small relic is the oblong piece of thick and very hard leather, N. xv, 005 (see the diagram, p. 411), 
rounded at one end and square at the other, pierced by three holes on each of its longer sides. 
Its shape and the manifest arrangement for sewing suggest the possibility of its having belonged 
to a piece of scale armour, where the scales of leather were fixed in the manner displayed 
on the Kubera statue of the Dandan-Uiliq shrine, D. ii, discussed above Finally the dried 
date (N. xv. 001, 1 ), may find mention here as a curious proof that even such delicacies from the 
distant South were obtainable by those who once lived in this mined dwelling. 


SiiCTioN VII.— EXPLORATION OF RUINS N. vi-xn AND GENERAL 

OBSERVATIONS ON SITE 

What the remaining ruins at this site yielded in written documents must appear small in 
comparison with the rich finds described in the preceding sections. But their excavation was 
attended by some interesting results. First among these ruins was a small detached structure, 
N. xvi. (see plan in Plate XXXII), situated about ']o ft. to the south of the nearest extant 
portion of N. v., in what evidently was once an orchard attached to that residence. The walls 
of timber and plaster forming a square of 16 ft. had, owing to the insufficient protection of 
sand, which lay only to a height of about 4 ft., decayed badly. The interior of the room, 
w'hich by its dimensions and isolated position at once reminded me of the small temple cellas 
of Dandan-Uiliq, was found to be occupied by a platform of stamped earth, 8 ft. square and 
« See Hirth, China and the Roman Orient, pp. 230 sq. ^ Striking confirmation of this view, see Addenda^:\ 

See Report on C.-A. antiquities, i. pp. 39, 44. 
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2 ft, 9 in. high. The sides of the platfonn were formed by a facing of solid planks rising in 
two steps and held in position by massive round posts. Towards the middle of the south- 
eastern side of the platform, and at a distance of about 2 ft. from it, were the much-deca}'ed 
remains of a small semicircular plaster base, about 6 in. high, having embedded in its centre 
the stump of a wooden post, which looked as if it might have served as the support of a stucco 
image constructed after the flishion illustrated by the Dandan-Uiliq sculptures. 

Owing to the top of this base lying almost exposed on the surface, no remains of any kind 
were discovered on it. But just in front of it there turned up a small relief image carved in 
wood, only 6 in. long, so completely rotted by exposure as to be barely recognizable. It 
broke into small splinters when I attempted to move it. On the first step formed by the 
wooden revetment of the platform towarcls the north-west was found another and much better 
preserved wooden image, N. xvi. i (see Plate LXX), measuring, with its tenon-like base, 12 in. 
in height. It is rudely carved and shows a nude standing figure, with a top-knob on head and 
with hands folded at the breast in the attitxide of worship [krlanjati). The features are marked 
in black, now but faintly visible, while traces of red colour at the base may probably be due 
to daubing with Sindura. Along the same edge of the platform were found the well-preserved 
Takhti-shaped tablet (N. .xvi. 2), the interesting KharosthI text of which has been discussed in 
the preceding section *, as well as a much-perished rectangular covering-tablet (N. xvi. 3), The 
discovery of the two figures in wood, which manifestly had connexion with worship, together 
with the arrangement of the platform, make it highly probable that this isolated small structure 
had served as a shrine, similar in character to the small cellas of Dandan-Uiliq. The fact 
that one portion of the te.xt in N. .xvi. 2 contains a letter from two Sramanas, probably a draft 

as explained above, tends to confirm this supposition. It may also be noted that the arrange- 

ment of the platform with its wooden facing exactly recalls that observed at the small Stupa 
base which came to light in the course of my excavations at Rawak 

About 340 j^rds to the south of N. v lay the remains of a small dwelling N. vi (see plan 

in Plate XXXIII) covered only by a slight layer of sand, and hence badly eroded. Its 

southernmost room (N. xvii.), which must have once been provided with a raised roof over its 
central area, was the only one yielding any finds. Among the five documents discovered here 
the pair of rectangular tablets N. xvii. 2+3 (see Plate CIV) were remarkably well-preserved, 
considering that the protecting sand lay here only about i ft. deep. An avenue to the east of 
the dwelling was clearly marked by a row of large fallen poplars. 

The excavation of the last-named small ruin having been effected under the Surveyor’s 
supervision while I was still engaged in the clearing of N. xv. close by, I was able to turn, on 
February 9, to the remains of the relatively large dwelling, N. vii (for plan see Plate XXXIII), 
which occupied a conspicuous position on a loess-bank rising island-like above much-eroded 
ground nearly one mile to the north of N. v. A good deal of timber-ddbris strewing the eroded 
slopes to the west and north showed that the building must once have been more extensive. 
The same conclusion was indicated by the dimensions of the hall, seen in the plan at the 
south-eastern end of the extant ruin. Here the sand lay 6 to 7 ft. deep, and its clearing cost 
a good deal of labour. The row of smaller rooms on the north-west side, separated from the 
rest of the building by a passage 4 ft. broad, occupied a level fully 5 ft. higher, a circumstance 
which may possibly indicate construction at a different time. Here the sand-layer was much 
slighter, and along the outer faces of the rooms the ground was undergoing erosion. On the 
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floor of what remained of the small room (N. xviii.) eight Kharosthi tablets were found which 
t le pi o.ximity of the south-east wall had helped to protect, most of them short label-like pieces 
Completely bleached and withered fragments, which lay on the eroded slope adjoining showed 
that more records had once been left behind in this room. Apart from some small rags of 
coarse cotton and woollen fabrics (N. xviii. oi. b-Q found in this and the adjoining rooms, 
there turned up here a contrivance formed by two wooden discs (N. xviii. oi. a, see Plate 
LXX), which looks as if it had been used as a ‘dead eye’. A tree-trunk, which set up upright 
might have served as a rough seat or table, and a large jar of coarse pottery embedded in the 
floor, and approaching in dimensions that seen at Niya^ both marked in the plan, were the 
only other finds on this side of the ruin. 

The rooms to the north-east may have been used as godowns and sheds. In one of 
them (N. xix.), a good deal of straw turned up in excellent preservation ^ mixed with what the 
examination effected at the Royal Gardens, Kew, has shown to be husks of Panicum miliaceum. 
Here was found the ancient wooden pitch-fork (see Plate IX), over 5 ft, long, made solely of 
wooden pieces fastened with leather thongs. Here, too, lay a flat wooden bowl (see Plate IX), 
measuring 8 in. in diameter, containing grains of millet {Setaria ilalica). The wooden implement, 
reproduced in Plate LXX 1 1 1 , was recognized by the men from Niya as a mouse-trap, similar 
to those still in use, but I had no opportunity of ascertaining its arrangement. A small and 
completely preserved pot of bright red clay, about 7 in. in diameter, is seen in the photograph 
(Plate IX). A large wedge under-tablet, N. xix. I (see Plate C), had likewise found its way 
among the contents of this agricultural store-room, its thick encrustation with straw and other 
vegetable matter still bearing evidence of this association. The charred condition of the square 
end suggests that it had been used as a torch or taper. The walls throughout the house showed 
little strength, being only 4 to 5 in. thick, and constructed, apart from the usual timber framework, 
of plaster laid over horizontal layers of reeds similar to those used in the Dandan-Uiliq structures. 
As to the status of the last owner, only the Kharosthi tablets might possibly allow us to form 
a conjecture. 

While the clearing of this ruin was still proceeding, I made an examination of the northern- 
most group of remains, situated nearly 2 miles to the north-east of N, v., which I had sighted 
on my first reconnaissance in this direction, and subsequently, on February 10, I shifted my 
camp to it. The ruins here consisted of a number of small houses and cattle-sheds scattered 
over an area roughly 400 yards square, as seen in the plan of Plate XXXIV. Most of these 
structures were badly decayed and only just traceable, owing to the extensive erosion which 
this portion of the ground had undergone. But here and there some larger dunes, rising to 
15—20 ft. in height, had accumulated, and close by two better-preserved structures had survived. 

The larger of these (N. viii), which I first proceeded to excavate, consisted, as the detail 
plan in Plate XXXIV shows, of two rows of three apartments each, separated by an inner 
line of smaller rooms 1 1 ft. broad. The most interesting of the finds made here came from 
the northernmost room (N. xx.) which was covered by only 2 to 3 ft. of sand, and had consequently 
very little of its outer walls left. On the plaster platform running along the south-eastern wall 
I discovered the Takhtl-shaped tablet (N. xx. 1 ) i ri in. long, showing on one side much-faded 
Brahmi writing of the Kusana type, and on the other side two short lines of Kharosdn, t e 
palaeographic and chronological interest of which has been explained in the preceding section . 


’ See above, p. 312. 

‘ Specimens of this, as well as of other cereals found at 


the site, are in my collection. 
= See above, p. 369. 
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The well-preserved covering-tablet of a wedge-shaped Kharosthi document (N. xx. 2) was also 
found here. Close by there turned up the curious carved wood panel, N. xx. oi (see Plate 
LXVIII), representing the upper portion of a long-tailed ibex-like animal, of spirited design 
though rudely executed. Judging from its size this panel, which must have adjoined a lower 
piece, may have formed part of a cupboard, such as will be described presently. 

On the floor of die same room lay the well-carved large double bracket of wood measuring Carved 
41 by 9 in. with a thickness of 3 in., which the photograph reproduced in Plate IX shows in the bracket, 
centre. In constructive detail it closely resembled the smaller brackets which were found in one of 
the inner rooms, and which the same photograph shows on either side of it ; but owing to exposure 
the carved surface had suffered more damage. The carving of the oblong modillions below the 
architrave of the bracket shows decorative motives exactly similar to those found on the ancient 
wooden chair from N. ui described above “. In one modillion we have the four-petalled and 
four-sepalled flower, so frequent there and well-known to us from Gandhara sculpture, repeated 
four times within fillet-borders. In the other modillion halves of the same flower reappear 
within four triangles, tvhich are formed by diagonally crossing fillets. The bracket had, as the 
socket in the centre showed, rested on the round head of a post and, no doubt, served to 
support a true architrave beneath the roof. It is more difficult to say what architectural use 
there can have been for the carved wooden finial about 6 in. long seen in the foreground of the 
photograph (Plate IX). Its five circular tori or corrugations, widening in succession, recall 
tlte chaitras or umbrellas in wood or stone which were mounted in a similar fashion above the 
dome of Indian Stupas. Two implements of home industry, simple in character, but none the 
less interesting, also turned up in the same room. The wooden instrument N. xx. 05 (see 
Plate LXXIII), resembling a currycomb, has already been referred to in the description of the 
interesting painted panel from Dandan-Uiliq (D. x. 4), illustrating the legend about the intro- 
duction of sericulture, which it helped to explain. It served, like the similar implement used 
at the present day, for beating together the picks of the weft in the course of weaving. 

The w'ooden boot-last, 10 in. long (seen in Plate LXXIII), differs in no way from the same 
contrivance used by Khotan bootmakers at the present day. 

The hopes raised by these interesting finds of the first day tvere imperfectly fulfilled by Upper 
-the results of the subsequent excavation of other rooms in this dwelling. It was attended story of 
with considerable difficulty, owing to the height of the sand increasing towards the centre of N.^vm. 
the dune. Only the centre room on the west face, which was filled with sand to a height of 
fully 10 ft., yielded any finds. From the construction of the timber framework it was clear 
that the extant walls belonged to a lower story, and tliat this had once been surmounted by 
a second one, of which, however, only portions of the main posts survived. In view of this 
evidence I think it safe to conclude that the small recess, measuring 8 by 5 ft., built within 
the northern corner of tlie room was intended for a staircase or ladder communicating with the 
upper floor. The fact of its being accessible by doors, from both this room and the one adjoining, 
supports this supposition. In the centre of the room was found a wooden cupboard of plain Ancient 
make, 2 ft. 5 in. long, t ft. 10 in. broad, and standing with its legs 2 ft. 8 in. from the ground, 
the plain legs themselves being i ft, 10 in. high. In make it otherwise resembled exactly the 
cupboard subsequently brought to light from N. xxii. and seen in the photograph (Plate IX) ; 
the latter specimen, however, shows in the curved shape and mouldings of its legs some endeavour 
at ornamentation. In both cupboards a small opening, about 8 in. square, was found at one 
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end of the longer sides, a somewhat similar arrangement being commonly observed in the 
cupboards used nowadays in the Khotan region for the storing of bread and other articles. 

Of far greater artistic interest are the two well-carved double brackets now marked N..xx. 
02, 03, which turned up in the sand a few feet above the floor. Their almost identical dimensions 
(about 2 ft. long, with a width of close on 6 in.), and closely similar ornamentation leave no doubt 
that they were intended to form a pair. The reproductions shown in Plate LXIX of die under- 
surfaces of both these brackets, as well as of tlie side elevation, which is identical in botli, together 
with Mr. Andrews' detailed and expert description of the pieces as given in die list below, will 
suffice to explain the design and ornamentation of these fine specimens of ancient architectural 
wood-carving. The four-petalled flower, noted already on the ancient chair from N. ni as an 
ornament unmistakably borrowed from die style of Gandhara sculpture, supplies in several 
variations the chief decorative motive. Its long-continued popularity is attested by its occurrence 
on modern boat carvings both in Kashmir and on die Indus and lower Jehlam. Mr. Andrews 
has noted the striking similarity between these pieces and the architectural carving still practised 
in Bhera and the neighbouring parts of the Punjab, as regards die manner in which the chisel 
has been manipulated — an observation of special interest when viewed in connexion with the 
remarkable continuity of the patterns. These finds at an outlying settlement of ancient Khotan 
thus help to prove how far back in history the style and lechnique peculiar to the modern 
architectural wood-carving of the Western Punjab reach, though this region itself has not preserved 
for us any known pre-Muhammadan specimens of the art. 

Trunks of dead fruit-trees emerging from die sand to the south and east of the ruined 
dwelling indicated the position of what had once been a large orchard. Parallel line.s of fencing 
traceable in the low sand for a distance of close on two hundred feet marked the direction of 
an ancient lane, about 12 ft. broad, running from south-west to north-east. Much-eroded remains 
of two houses lay at short distances to the south-east of N, viii, and another to the north-west 
in positions marked on the plan (Plate XXXIV). But as the protecting cover of .sand was 
here very slight, it was difficult to trace the disposition of the rooms, and the absence of any 
finds was scarcely surprising. A dune rising to a height of close on 20 ft. in its central part 
had afforded better protection to two small ruins situated close together nearly 300 yards to 
the north-east. The posts of their walls were just jutting out above the slope, as seen in die 
background of the photograph reproduced in Fig. 47. The structures thus indicated provctl 
to contain one and two rooms respectively, the clearing of which was effected with difficulty 
owing to the pro.ximity of the high dune. No finds of any kind were made ; but die construction 
of the timber framework, and the presence in one of the rooms of a staircase recess as described 
above, proved that here too die e.xtant remains had once been surmounted by a .second story. 
Traces of ancient fences and rush-built cattle-sheds with scattered groups of fruit-trees were 
noticed at several points of the area sliow'ii in die plan of the northern group of ruins (oce 
Plate XXXIV). 

But more curious than these was the clearness with which the position aiul arrangenient 
of an ancient tank (see Fig. 47) could be made out about 200 jards to the north-e.wt of die 
ruin N. viii. The ground there being quite clear of dunes, the cmlxinkment of the tank 
forming a square of about 48 ft. wa.s distinctly traceable. On it were lying the shrivelled 
trunks of the large poplars tliat had once given shade to the w.iter, while one tree -mu 
upright raised its gaunt, bleached trunk, as seen in the photograph, to a height of do :e on 
J2 ft. In the centre of the tank, which in spite of die dritt-saiid there accutnulucd sm 
showed a depth of about 6 ft., a small mound of earth, about 5 ft, in d-amclcr, and fiMii;; 




REMAINS OF ANCIENT TREES AND TANK, NEAR DWELLING N. VIII, 

NIYA SITE. 








EXPLORATION OF RUINS N. vi-xii 


879 


See. vil] 


ft. above the sand, attracted iny attention. My labourers at once recognized in it a feature 
still regidarly provided in modern village tanks. When these are being excavated a small bank of 
earth, known as tU>iisdcl'‘, is always left standing in the centre. As explained to me, it is used 
to mark the level down to which the water of the tank has first to be let out before fresh water 
is introduced from the feeding canal at the periodical renewals provided for. The latter are 
obviously necessary, since the tanks are the chief supply of drinking-water during the season 


when irrigation ceases. 


Having previously ascertained, by personal inspection of the ground around Camp 95, 
and by dispatching Surveyor Ram Singh to a high ridge of dunes some tliree miles north 
whence a good view was to be obtained with field glasses, that there were no structural remains 
in that direction left exjxjsed among the lower dunes, I next proceeded to the excavation of 
those ruins southwards which, among those traced on my previous reconnaissances, still remained 
unexplored. The first of them was N. x, situated about 1 ^ miles to the south-south-east of N. viii, Tinds in 
and a little over half a mile to the west of N. v. Here, owing to far-advanced erosion, only 

two small rooms, me.asuring each 9^ by 6 ft., were still traceable, out of what must have once N. x. 

been an extensive building, judging from the debris of timber that strewed the eroded slopes 
to the east and west. The plaster walls of the two extant apartments were broken down to 
within a foot or so of the floor, and the sand covering the latter lay only 6-S in. deep. Yet 
even under this slight protection eight fairly well-preserved Kharostlu tablets had survived 

close to the east wall of one of the rooms (N. xxi.). Most of them were pieces of rectangular 

documents. 1 was interested to note at the time that the years shown in the dating of the 

under-tablets (N. xxi. 3-5) extended from 7 to thus covering a period of 37 years, on the 

assumption that years of die same reign are recorded. This discovery was another striking 
instance of the little guidance that the appearance of extant remains at this site could furnish 
as to the possibility of interesting finds of records. 

About half a mile to the south lay the relatively better preserved ruins of a dwelling Exc.avation 

(N. xi), covered by 2-4 ft, of sand. Among the five rooms of which the walls could still 

be traced, only die southernmost, measuring 25 by 17 ft. and provided on three of its sides 
widi a sitting platform of plaster, 3 ft. broad, yielded a find. It was the wooden cupboard shown 
by the photograph reproduced in Plate IX and already referred to in connexion with an exaedy 
similar specimen from N. vni. The cupboard found here ivas 2 ft. 10 in. long and 1-3- ft. broad, 
with a total height of 2 ft. 8 in. About 200 yards to the west of N. xr there rose above the 
low dunes a small eroded bank of loess strewn with splintered timber-debris. This and the 
small row of posts and rushes crowning its crest seen in the photograph (Fig, 46) were all 
that remained of the ancient dwelling — a typical illustration of the ultimate fate of all structures 
attacked by erosion, A completely bleached and abraded wedge covering-tablet (N. xxii. i), 
barely recognizable by its seal-cavity, was picked up on the slope. 


My work on February 1 1 concluded with the clearing of a small dwelling-house (N. ix), situated Find of 
about three-quarters of a mile further to the south, to which an interesting find had attracted my «envdope’ 
attention on the day after my arrival at tire site. Hasan Akhun, the inquisitive young camel- in N. ix. 


man to whom I owed my acquisition of the first Kharo.stln tablets at Niya®, had, while looking 
about for ‘ treasure ’, come upon this ruin and brought away from it a rectangular covering- 
tablet (N. xxiii. i) with two intact seal-impressions (see Plate LXXII), which as the first find 


’ The word may have some connexion with db'be {dele) 
applied to small natural mounds ; see above, p. 77. 


See above, p. 312 
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of its kind had at the . time greatly puzzled me. I visited the ruin on January 30,. and 
ascertained that the place where Hasan Akhun said he had picked up the tablet was a small 
triangular shelf, marked « in the detail plan of the ruin (Plate XXXV), in the corner of the 
Central room. The sand filling it to a height of about 4 ft, just reached this shelf. The effect 
of the exposure thus undergone by the tablet is marked by its warped and slightly cracked 
appearance, which makes the fair preservation of the two clay seals all the more striking. 
One of them represents a barbarian head recalling that of Maues on certain ^aka coins from 
North-western India, the other a bird rising with wings extended.- The tablet must have lain 
on the shelf with the obverse downwards and would, no doubt, have been completely destroyed 
by a few seasons more of exposure. 

Excepting a small store of wood comprising branches of poplar, Jigda, and tamarisk 
stacked in a, passage (see plan in Plate XXXV), no other movable objects were found oh 
clearing this modest residence. But it was of interest to observe that the room built on to the 
north of the one just referred to had three of its walls constructed of stamped clay. An outer 
shed adjoining eastwards appears to have been constructed with rush walls, and contained the 
remains of what seemed to have been a circular baking-oven built in clay, about 2 ft, in 
diameter. To the east of the dwelling numerous trunks of dead fruit trees marked an orchard, 
and beyond this the line of an ancient canal about 8 ft. broad could be traced for a little 
over a hundred yards in the general direction S. to N. It was once bordered by a double 
row of fine poplars, the dead trunks of which, massive and imposing even in their splintered 
and withered condition, lay stretched out in the sand more or less exposed. 

February 12, the day preceding my departure, was spent in the examination of a small 
group of ruins (N, xii) lying about half a mile to the west of N. xi, and close to a belt of 
tamarisk-covered sand-cones which here fringes the high ridge of dunes marking the western 
edge of the ancient cultivated area (see site plan in Plate XXVII). Being hidden in a dip 
behind a series of broad swelling dunes, rising to about 1 5 ft. above the original ground-level, 
these remains did not attract attention until the clearing of N. xi had been completed. They 
consisted of two relatively large but much-decayed dwellings situated within about 300 yards 
of each other, and of three small structures lying in a row a short distance to the east of them. 
The northern and larger of the two houses formed a compact block of rooms measuring about 
62 ft. from north , to south, with a breadth of about 44 ft. The covering sand lay only to a 
height of 2 to 5 ft., and all the woodwork of the walls bore marks of long-continued exposure. 

In spite of the fissured and shrunk surface traces of ornamental wood-carving, similar in style 
to that observed in N. viii, survived of a doorpost and some fragments of roof-beams. A 
pattern closely recalling the kingri work so common in the architectural carving of the Western 
Punjab could clearly be made out®. The rooms, with the exception of one at the south-west 
corner, were cleared completely, but no finds of any kind rewarded the labour. The excavations 
made in the smaller house situated to the south-east yielded no better result. The only dis- 
covery made here consisted of a very large jar let into the floor of the north-east corner room. 

In shape and material it closely resembled the ancient jar I had seen at Niya. The diameter 
was here fully 2 ft, 1 1 in., w'hile the mouth measured nearly a foot across. The inside was 
filled with loose sand. The remaining three ruins seemed to be the remains of small dwellings 
or cattle-sheds roughly built of timber and rush walls. Being situated close under the lee side 
of relatively high dunes, their clearing would have cost considerable labour and delay with but 


• Compare for this pattern the side elevation of the bracket, N. xs. os; 


Plate LXIX, with description in list. 
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scant prospect of interesting results. A change in the arrangements already made for the 
morrow’s start eastward would have implied fresh hardship to the men, exhausted by close on 
three weeks' continuous labour, and to the camels, equally hard-worked in the transport of our 
supplies of ice and water. Hence I decided to leave those structures unopened. 

On their tramps between camp and the various ruins the men, always on the look-out for Misceliai 

‘ treasure ’, had occasion to pick up from the sand or eroded loess ground a variety of small ““cked^ui 

objects in metal, stone, or other hard substance, which under my standing orders were shown site, 
to me, and acquired for suitable compensation when of any antiquarian value. Many of the 
miscellaneous relics thus obtained (all marked with N. oo and entered at the end of the 
descriptive list) have been reproduced in Plate LXXIV, some also in Plates IL and L; and 
it will be convenient briefly to note here those of special interest. Among metal objects the 
fragments of circular mirrors cast in bronze, apparently of Chinese make (N. 009, 12. f, g, h, 
see Plate LXXIV) are conspicuous. The obverse bore in each case ornamentation in bold 
relief. The only object in gold is the small ornament N. 0017 (Plate LXXIV), which may 
have formed part of a pendant or earring. It is made of thin gold-plate filled with lac or wax, 
and has small jewels of pebble or glass set at one end. Of bronze rings we have several 

bearing devices cut into the metal and still recognizable, such as N. 0014. f (Plate LXXIV), 

and N. 0014. g, 15, 16 (Plate IL). With the exception of the well-preserved signet-ring 
(N. 0015), which shows a lion with a bird clinging to his breast, the devices are very crude, 
consisting of a few strokes only. The square bronze seal N. 0011. b (Plate L) is decorated 
with a geometrical design closely resembling those on some seals acquired from the Ak-sipil 
site. The two bronze arrowheads, N. 005, 14. c (Plate LXXIV), are of superior workmanship, 
and still show the arrangement by which they were secured to the shaft. Owing to oxidization few 
of the small iron objects found still retained recognizable shape, one of these being the buckle 
N. 008 (Plate LXXIV). Beads in pebble, glass, shell, and pottery were picked up plentifully, see 
N. 0014. d, 20. a, 21. b in Plate LXXIV. Among them a number of small gilt glass beads 
(N. 0020. a) were found at one spot near N. ix, and had evidently once formed a string. 

Glass was used also for seals, as shown by N. 006 (Plate L). The fragment of good white 
glass, N. 0019 (Plate LXXIV) was apparently the foot of a vessel. Whereas the glass objects 
may be supposed to have come from the West, it is more difficult to determine the origin of 
the pyramidal seal with scroll design N. 0018 (Plate L), and the Amalaka-shaped bead N. 005.8 
(Plate LXXIV), both made in a hard ceramic substance, green or blue, which resembles porcelain, 
but is correctly described as a kind of frit or celadon. According to information kindly supplied 
by Mr. C, Read, of the British Museum, its manufacture was known from a very early period 
not only in China, but also in some parts of Western Asia. Beads of exactly similar shape are 
found also among Roman work. 

None of the small objects thus picked up can be ascribed to a date appreciably later than Chronologi- 
that which, as ascertained above, saw the final abandonment of the site. But it is well to bear ^isceXne”^ 
in mind that there is no chronological limit in the opposite direction determined by equally ous ‘finds' 
clear evidence. Objects which may have got lost and hidden in the soft loess ground during sand, 
widely different periods would be found lying side by side after the strata containing them had 
been successively eroded. The importance of this observation becomes evident when we remember 
that ground unprotected by buildings can be proved to have undergone erosion to a depth of 
15 to' 25 ft. below the ground-level as it existed about the last quarter of the third century a.d. 

The worked flint flake (N. 003) probably of Neolithic make, picked up on the eroded ground 
immediately to the south of my first camp (C. 93) supplies tangible proof of the need of such 
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caution ; for it is evident that the time when it was made and used must lie many centuries further 
back than the period to which the structural remains of the site belong. 

^ It is^ thus obvious that the peculiar conditions created by erosion at this and also at other 
ancient sites of this region must impose limitations upon the conclusions of the archaeologist. 
Only where structural remains have survived can we hope to determine the period of simultaneous 
occupation and the approximate date when this occupation ceased. Where the ancient remains 
are of the ‘Tati’ type, i.e. consist only of pottery fragments and other small ddbris, finds of 
coins, seals, and other approximately datable objects may help to show the latest period down 
to which the ground was in all probability occupied or cultivated. But not ^ until we have learned 
to distinguish with certainty between the potsherds of different periods, will it be possible to 
form any definite conclusions as to how much of the debris really dates from that latest epoch,- 
and how much represents remains of earlier habitations. Seeing that the latter need not have 
been built always in the same positions which were occupied by the dwellings of the period 
immediately preceding the abandonment, it is evident that the mere extent of d6bris-strewn 
patches of ground by itself furnishes no safe argument regarding the character and size of the 
settlement which had last occupied the site. It will, therefore, be well to restrict ourselves to 
the positive evidence which the examination of the structural remains has supplied. 

There can be no doubt that all the ruins with which the excavations described . in the 
preceding sections have made us acquainted were inhabited within the same period and also 
abandoned about the same time. The area over which they are scattered covers fully seven 
miles, from N. vni in the north to where the first dead fruit-trees were met with at the approach 
from the south, while its greatest width, as marked by N. i on the east .and N. xii on the west 
side measures over two miles. It is possible that in those portions of the area where the 
dunes are higher, ruins of substantial buildings may lie completely hidden from view; but even 
allowing for this, and for the complete disappearance of others through erosion, we must be 
struck by the relatively small number of extant ruins of any size and by their wide dispersion. 
We have already had occasion to note the same fact at Dandan-Uiliq, and must hence attach 
to it the more significance. 

Two observations appear to me most likely to explain it. In the first place, it is evident 
that relatively substantial houses would necessarily offer longer resistance to the destructive 
forces of erosion than the mud-built dwellings of small cultivators. Hence we may recognize 
that the extant ruins represent only the few well-constructed residences of the ancient settlement. 
In the second place, the examination of any modern oasis too small to possess a town centre, 
such as Guma, Moji, Chfra near Khotan, or else Tashmalik, Khan-arik, &c., near Kashgar^®, 
would show us exactly the same scattering of the population in numerous small hamlets widely 
separated from each other by stretches of cultivation and gardens or even by strips of desert. 
In none of those oases is there any agglomeration of houses that with any approach to accuracy 
could be called a town. The ‘Bazar’ which forms their commercial centre is nothing but a 
street of booths practically without inhabitants on any but market days, while the well-to-do 
‘ Begs ’ who, as Mingbashis or in other official posts, carry on the whole of the local administration, 
generally reside far away in the hamlets or in isolated farms nearest to their landed property . 


“ Comp. Ruins of Khotan, p. ii6, regarding Tashmalik, 
■where I first had occasion to learn practically how widely 
separated the habitations even in a populous oasis may be, 
and how difiicult in consequence it is to find their adminis- 
trative centres. See also Yarkand Mission Report, p. 32, for 


some judicious observations. 

“ Compare for descriptions of such residences belonging 
to Begs either in oflSce or in spe, where I had occasion to 
take up temporary quarters. Ruins of Khotan, pp. 152, i 53 > 

199. 257, 271- - 



Sec.vii] GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON SITE 383 

It is to the residences, of these Begs, often remarkably well-built, judged by Turkestan standards, 
and comfortable in spite of their wholly rural surroundings, that I think we must look for the 
modern counterparts of the more substantial ruins of the Niya Site, Thus guided by what 
observation at the present day teaches, we can readily understand the relatively high standard 
of comfort which these ruins indicate, even though the description of their surroundings as a ‘ town' 
or ‘ city ’ must appear inappropriate. 

As to tlie population which this ancient settlement once contained we could only form Site that 
vague guesses, but a look at the map shows that in size the area for which simultaneous 
cultivation can be proved by definite archaeological evidence appro.ximately corresponded to the 
present oasis of Guma, Chira, or Ta^vakkel, It is still more certain that the ancient settlement, 
like the first two of tlie modern localities just named, must have been a typical terminal oasis 
In contrast to Dandan-Uiliq, no question whatever can arise here as to the source of its water- 
supply. It can only have come from the Niya river, the course of which still bears straight 
in the direction of the ruined site, but now finally ceases, even during the summer floods, some 
seven to eight miles from the southernmost point of the latter. Taking the direct distance between 
the nordiernmost structural remains explored by me and the last point down to which I could 
trace the flood-bed cut in recent times by an extreme off-shoot of the river, we find that the 
belt fertilized by the latter has receded some fifteen miles since the abandonment of the ancient 
site. This distance is reduced to about eleven miles if we take our measurement from the 

northernmost ruins to the limit of living trees as marked on the map. 

That the abandonment of the site must be connected with this shrinkage of the river Shrinkage 

course, whatever its explanation, is an assumption which naturally suggests itself first. But the ofNiyarh 

historical student, and I think also the geographer who is prepared to scrutinize his evidence 
critically, may well pause before committing himself to the conclusion that this undoubted 
recession of tire river’s terminal area must necessarily have been the immediate or sole cause 
of the abandonment. In the case of all rivers and streams tliat flow from the Kun-lun 
range into the Tarim Basin and lose themselves in the sands of the Taklamakan, we find the 
final portion of their course liable to great and frequent shiftings laterally, i. e. to the east or 
west. The phenomenon has long ago been noted by all competent observers and finds its 
natural explanation in the masses of silt, turning into drift-sand, which these rivers deposit in 
tlieir terminal course, and which in turn force them to divide their waters delta-like or 
periodically to seek new channels.' 

For a typical illustration we need not look further than at what my map shows for the Lateral 
terminations of the Yartunguz and Endere rivers nearest to the Niya river on the east. As 
I shall have occasion to mention in the next chapter, the relatively recent colony of Jigdalik- river 
Bulung and Kala-sulaghi, forming the terminal oasis of the Y^tunguz river, had for several courses, 
years previous to my visit been in danger of losing its water-supply, not from any want of 
water in the river but owing to the head of the river having shifted considerably to the west 
and thus failing to fill the canal from which the fields of Yartunguz-Tarim are irrigated. The 
people of the small colony being far too few to cope with this danger by strengthening the 
head of their canal or otherwise confining the vagaries of the river, have resorted to 
the expedient of starting fresh cultivation in the new terminal area known as Yilba-Sarlgh (see 
map). That the same river had at different periods followed courses also to the east of the 
present Yartunguz-Tarim was demonstrated when I passed the broad depressions shown by 


Compare for general remarks on ‘terminal oases' and their characteristics, above, pp. 94 sq. 
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the map eastwards, which represent old maiii beds of the river and still at times may be 
reached by its overflow. Almost identical conditions prevail at the end of the Endere river 
where the small terminal colony of Endere-Tarim has recently been abandoned, mainly because 
the river has been shifting its course from the so-called Yangi-Darya or ‘New Channel’ back 
again westwards into its ‘Old Channel’. 

^ With such modern changes before us, small in scale as far as cultivation is concerned, but 
typical in character for the difficulties which at all times must have surrounded terminal gases 
in this part of the Khotan region, it seems to me well worth considering whether die 
abandonment of the ancient site which once formed the terminal oasis of the Niya river may 
not partly at least have been due to some great shift in the river’s end course, which the 
settlement for some reason or other was unable to avert or counteract. In view of this 
possibility, I must greatly regret that, in the midst of the incessant excavation labours which 
filled my stay at the site, and which rendered my presence obligatory, I could not spare time 
for topographical explorations to the east and west, I must, however, mention that Surveyor 
Ram Singh, whom I sent out to accompany Darogha Ibrahim on January 28 on a part of 
the latter’s reconnaissance westwards^®, reported that he found plenty of dead Toghraks in 
depressions he passed through about 8 miles west of Camp 93, and even that he sighted living 
trees some two miles beyond. Both observations may be accepted at present as evidence of 
the river having at some period followed divergent beds in that direction. 

The archaeological or historical evidence at present available is quite insufficient to allow us 
to form any definite opinion as to the immediate cause or causes which led to the abandonment 
of the site. The KharosthI documents, it is true, seem to refer in places to difficulties about 
irrigation. But these are more or less constant for individual parts of the smaller oases, whether 
from inadequate snowfall in the mountains, destructive floods or similar causes; and of course, 
the localities from which those reports date have as yet to be determined. Also the indirect 
effect, which the final withdrawal of Chinese central authority from Eastern Turkestan after 
Wu ti’s reign may have had on local conditions generally, must remain a matter of mere 
conjecture. But it will certainly strike the historical student as probably more than mere 
coincidence that both at Dandan-Uiliq and at the Niya Site, and also, as we shall see, at the 
Endere ruins, the abandonment of these ancient colonies is proved by incontrovertible evidence 
to have followed closely upon great political changes affecting the Khotan region. That changes 
of this kind may, under the peculiar physical conditions prevailing in this region, exercise an 
immediate and very important effect upon the extent of cultivation, and the general economic 
conditions of the oases, is strikingly proved by the great reduction in the population, cultivation, 
and industrial productiveness which undoubtedly resulted in Khotan from the troubles of the 
last Muhammadan rising and from Yaqub Beg’s reign, ' relatively short tliough they were*‘. 
But it would be useless to speculate at present upon the extent to which troubles of a similar 
kind at earlier periods may have rendered the struggle for the maintenance of irrigation more 
precarious, or the effect of any contemporary great shifting in the river-course more important 
and difficult to deal with. 

Turning to the purely physical side of the question, it appears to me that we have at 
present only one absolutely clear fact to fall back upon, the shrinkage by a distance of at least 


" See Jiutns of Khotan, pp. 354, 370. 

** Compare, e.g., Yarkand Mission Report, p. 33. 
Dr.Bellew, in 1874, was informed ‘by a trustworthy resident 
of the city who had witnessed the whole revolution from the 


overthrow of the Chinese to the establishment of the Atnfr,’ 
‘that the whole country [of Khotan] was now completely 
impoverished, and that it had lost nearly half of its male 
population.’ 
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fifteen miles of the river’s final course and of the belt it fertilizes. It seems probable that we 
must recognize in this shrinkage a result of that general desiccation which large parts of Central 
Asia are, according to a much-discussed geological theory, believed to be slowly undergoing. 

But while this physical fact fully explains why the ancient site was never re-occupied, it does 
not prove that the original abandonment was directly and solely due to it. Were this shrinkage 
the only possible factor to be reckoned with, we should still be puzzled to find an explanation’ 
why the cultivation, when it could not be maintained any longer at the old site, was not shifted 
southwards and continued— -possibly within reduced limits — near the present end of the river- 
course. We have seen that the fertile belt both above and below Imam Ja'far Sadiq, now 
occupied by luxuriant forest-growth, would permit of the creation of a terminal oasis, and that 
a new irrigation canal, taking off some 26 miles above the Mazar, had actually been started 
a few years before my visit Yet nowhere between Niya and the present termination of the 
river did I trace any ancient remains or hear of such having ever come to light. 

Taking these various facts into account, it appears to me that no explanation which it is Impossibi 

at . present possible to advance for the abandonment of the ancient site can claim definite b' of final 

^ conclusior 

acceptance as a safe basis for historical or geographical conclusions. As in most historical 

changes, the causes may have been far more complex than the modern inquirer is apt to assume. 

As regards the physical aspects of the question, it will be well to await reliable data such as 

can be furnished only by a detailed topographical survey, combined with prolonged and exact 

observations as to the volume of water carried by the river at different seasons, the rate of 

evaporation, &c. Nor can we hope to secure any clear knowledge of the irrigating capacity 

which the river may still retain at the present day, until its conditions and those of other rivers 

in the Khotan region have been systematically studied by a competent irrigation engineer, 

preferably of Indian experience. 


Section VIII.— LIST OF ANTIQUES EXCAVATED AT NIYA SITE 


DOCUMENTS ON WOOD ACQUIRED AT NIYA AND IMAM JA'FAR SADIQ. 


Niya. 22. i. 1901. a. Rectang. under-tablet, split at one 
end, and pierced by insects. Obv. 1 1 II. Kharosthl, very 
fine writing, closely resembling N. iv. 143 ; quite legible. 
Rm. blank. 8^" x 3". Well preserved. 

Niya. 22. i. 1901. b. Wedge cov.-tablet ; hole near point. 
Obv. Seal cav. if" from sq. end ; surface bleached. Rev. 
3 11 ., very coarse and cursive Khar., 9 x if " X f". Wood 
soft. 

Niya. 22. i. 1901. c. Rectang. under-tablet ; fragment. 


Obv. Faint traces of 5 II. cursive Khar. Rev. blank, gf" Documents 
X if". Wood well-preserved, dark and broken. from Niya. 

Imam J. S. 25. i. 1901. a. Wedge under-tablet ; hole 
near point. Obv. 3 11 . Khar, cursive, but very black and 
fine. Initial formula. Rev. i I. from sq. end. 9" x i j^". 

Well preserved. 

Imam J. S. 25. i. 1901. b. Wedge under-tablet; hole 
near point. Obv. 4 II. Khar., very coarse, cursive, and 
blotted; much faded. i 1. from sq. end. 9f"x2". 

Wood well-preserved. 


OBJECTS FOUND IN N. i. 


N. I. 001. a. Fragment of stone, nearly black, smooth N. i. ooi. b. Fragment of coarse pottery, with roughly N i 
on two sides and one edge. Otherwise rough and broken. incised decorative lines. 2^" x i^". ° 

3 Fxi"x|"- • a 4 - 

** See above, p. 313. 

3 D 


STUN 
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N. I. N. I. 001. c. Fragment of dark grey pottery, portion 
of neck and rim of vessel ; prism-shaped rim. Width 3-^", 
height 1 1". 

N. 1. 002. Stone bead (jade?) pierced with small hole. 
Diam. f". 

N. i. N. i. I. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 8). 06 v. 
3 11 . Khar. ; initial formula. I?ev. blank. Well-preserved. 

5" V T 9 " 

< 8 ^ le • 

N. i. 2. Takhtl-shaped tablet, portion of hole at edge 3^' 
from end of handle. 06 v. Very faint traces of characters. 
J?ev. 3 11. Khar. ; indistinct, in parts deleted. ii^^X 1-4". 
Broken and warped. 

N. i. 3. Wedge covering-tablet. 03 v. Depression for 
seal if" from sq. end. Seal missing. 3 string grooves, in 
which fragments of string. At sq. end a few Khar, char., 
longitudinally; and on opposite side of seal-place a few 
more, rather indistinct. Single line of Khar. Well- 

preserved, 8f"x af" X I" at thickest part where seal socket. 

N. i. 4. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. L 21). Oiv. 
Seal cavity from sq. end. Remains of clay seal. 
Cavity if-"x|". 3 string grooves, in which fragments of 

string. At sq. end a line of Khar., legible. At point end 
traces of characters. Faint traces (?) of characters 

at L. pr. edge. Wood well-preserved, slightly warped; 
splitting at sq. end. 1 x 2" x at seal cav. 

N. i. 5. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. ri). 03 v. 
3 11 . Khar., very faint ; initial formula. i short line 

Khar, at sq. end. Well-preserved. Portions of fibre of 
bark on each edge. 10" x 

N, i. 6. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 62). 03 v. 
Seal cav. in which portions of clay and strings placed 
diagonally. At sq. end single line Khar, distinct. Oppo- 
site side of seal cav, a few characters faintly traceable. 
J?ev. At upper edge, single line of Khar., very distinct. 
84"xi'|"xf". Warped slightly transversely. Wood well- 
preserved. 

N. i, 7, Wedge tmder-tablet. Short string cut with 
knife (?) on obverse side. 03 v. 4 11 . Khar, written with 
broad pen. Initial formula ; fourth line short. Generally 
quite legible. blank. Mark of red paint from 

sq. end. i S-s" X 2 g" X f". Wood well-preserved. 

N. i. 8. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. i). Hole at 
point containing string cut by knife at reverse side. 03 v. 
r from sq. end, seal cav. Siring grooves clumsily cut ; 
string adhering. One 1 . Khar, between sq. end and seal 
cav. ; 3 char, at hole ; all clear. J?ev. Few characters at 
upper edge, sq. end. 71 " x i|" X i"- Well-preserved. 

N. i. 9. Wedge tablet complete, cov.- and under-tablets, 
with string and seal partly broken. 03 v, of cov.-tablet. 
Seal cav. with seal, I4" from sq. end. Seal broken at top 
R. p., but device remains (see PI. LXXI). Standing figure 
either winged (Eros ?) or wearing chlamys, ^ to R. p. 


head, profile to R. p., in cameo, deeply impressed in clay, 
surrounded by 3 mouldings (intaglio), shape finely propoiT 
tioned ellipse. Strings remain intact under seal. Between 
seal and sq. end i line Khar, and on opposite side of seal 
1 short line Khar. Near hole at point few characters. 

of under-tablet, a short line Khar, near sq. end. 
9 "xi|"x-f|" (combined thickness of cov.- and under- 
tablets). See PI. C. 

N. i. 9. a. Oblong tablet, broken at R. p. end. Writing 
on one side. Near top edge i line Khar., well-written, 
and at R. p, end, below this line 3 very short lines in 
columns. 15^" X 2^". Well-preserved. 

N, i. 10. Wedge cov.-tab. 03 v. Seal cav. i-|" from sq. 
end; cav. i^"x Clay adhering but device of seal 

quite gone. String is like coarse cotton fibre. Between 
cav. and sq. end i line Khar. Near hole few characters. 

I line Khar. 9"x 

N. i. II. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 5). 03 v. 
Seal cav. with string (seal missing) 1^" from sq. end. 

I 1 . Khar, between cav. and end, faint. Few characters 
near hole. Hev. 2 II. Khar., much faded, especially 
towards point. Wood well-preserved. 

Fibre of bark adhering to parts of obverse. 

N. i. 12. Wedge tablet complete, broken as to both 
tablets at point. ' Seal deleted. String intact round thick 
part. Cov.-tab.: 03 v. i 1 . between cav. and sq. end; 
cav. rather roughly cut and not ‘square’ with length. 

blank. Scored by insect borings. — Under-tablet; 
03 v. 3 11 . Khar. J?ev. 1 short line Khar, near sq. end. 
Wood fairly hard, but broken and much eaten by insects. 
7 §"x ii"x ig" (over both tablets). 

N. i. 13. Wedge cov.-tab. (belongs to N. i. 54). 03 ii. 
if" from sq. end, seal cav. if"xf". ' i 1 . Khar, between 
seal and sq. end. Seal deleted, siring remains. Few 
characters Khar, on other side of seal cav. A few also 
within about if" of hole. i straggling line Khar., 

very cursive, along upper edge, and a second short line 
from sq. end. 9"xif"x|". Wood well-preserved. 
Writing much faded. 

N. i. 14. Wedge cov.-tablet. 03 v. if" from sq. end, 
seal cav. with seal (poor impression, but appears to repre- 
sent standing figure) in cameo; deeply impressed. String 
under seal is triple instead of double as usual. Quality 
of string poor, which may account for this variation. 

In space between seal and sq. end, i line Khar., very 
clear. Near hole a few characters. 3 11 . Khar., 

very distinct e.vcepting at top R. p. corner ; top. 1 . follows 
curve of edge of wood, and 1. follows first, 3**d 1. short. 
7 i" X if" X f ". Wood well-preserved. 

N. i. 15. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 107). 03 t^. 

li" from sq. end, seal cav. ivith remains of seal, quite 
deleted. Cav., which is cut carelessly, if"x i^". i 1 - 
Khar, between cav. and sq. end. Characters near hole. 

I 1 . (short) at upper edge, very distinct. 8f'x lu 
X I". Wood hard, but broken towards middle. 
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N. i. i6. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. I o-t). 0 k\ 

1:^' from sq. end, seal cav. (seal missing, portion of string 
remains); between cav. and sq. end indistinct line of 
Khar. ; also on other side of cav. Usual char, near hole. 
Jicv. 3 11 . Khar., indistinct towards ])oint. All writing very 
coarse and cursive. 9' x a' X y'. Very well preserved. 

N, i. 17. Wedge cov.-tnblet. Oiv. ij* from sq. end, 
se.al ; standing figure in cameo (prob. Pall.rs). 1 1 . Khar, 
between seal and stp end, very clear. Usual char, near 
hole. litv. 2 11 . Khar., very cursive and scnitchy but 
quite distinct, e.vcept towards point where lower line 
deleted, py’x 2.V'x a"- Wood in perfect preservation. 

N, i. 18. Wedge under-tablet (?), much broken. Olv. 

4 11 . Khar., very cursive, but clear. Initial formul.i. Jiof. 

1 short line. S'xa'. Wood h.ml. 

N. i. 19. Wedge cov.-tablet. Olv. Seal c.av. tj'' from 
sq. end. Seal gone. String crossed as usual, int.ict. Cav. 

I J"* sq. i 1 . Khar, between sq. end and seal. Usual 
char, near hole. AVt’. 3 II. Khar., very cuisive, ist, end 
long, deleted at point end, 3rd short. 

Well-preserved. 

N. i. 20. Wedge under-tablet. Oiv. 4 II. Khar, with 
initial formula; 4th short. Very distinct, but faint in 
colour. Jict’. Few char, .at lower edge near srp cud. 9)' 
X iVx i' Well-preserved. Roughly fmislied on outside. 

N. i. 21. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 4). 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar, with initial formula. Faint, pan deleted. 
lief. I 1 . Khar, from sq. cud, very faint, iij'xa*. 
Warped ; well-preserved. 

N, 1 . 23 . Wedge cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. ij' from 
sq. end. i 1 . Khar, on both sides of cav. ; usual char, at 
hole. Traces of Sindura (?) round cav. Jirj. Traces of 
char, near lower edge from sq. end. t3T X a^'x o’. 
Soft at edges ; appears to have been e.vposcd to weather. 

N. i. 23. Wedge cov.-tablet. Unusual shape, the sides 
being parallel until near point when they curve to sharp 
point. Obv. ij' from sq. end, seal cav. Seal missing. 

1 1. Khar, between sq. end and c.av. Usual char, near hole. 
Aeo. blank. oY X x ■}". Wood perfectly preserved. 

N. i. 24. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. i8o). 
Obv. f-Y from sq. end, seal cav. Remains of siring ; cav. 
i ^'xi-J:’. No writing visible. Am. blank. i3o''x aJ'x -T- 
Itluch perished by damp. 

N. 1 . 25. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 3 (4?) II. Khar, 
with initial formula. Indistinct and p.irt deleted at sq. 
end. Remainder very clear; rather coarse and cursive. 
Am. Few char, at sq. end. i42"x2i''. Indifferently made. 
Warped and slightly cracked. 

N. 1 . 26. Wedge under-tablet. Part of upper edge 
broken away. Obv. 3 11 . Khar. ; portion with initial formula 
broken off and part of 2nd line. Coarse, very cursive. 
Am. I short line near sq. end. Hard and 

well-preserved, except for break. 


N. i. 27. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 4 II. Khar, with N. 
initial form,; writing thin, cursive, and very clear. Per- 
haps a few char, missing through break at point. Jicv. 
t 1. from sq. end. Very faint, g^'x!;}’- Well-preserved. 

N. 1 . 28. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 48). Olv. 

1 from sq. end, seal c.av. in which traces of string, r 1. 
Khar, between sq. end and cav. Usual char, at hole. 
Am. 3 11 . Khar., cuisive. Part deleted at stp end (from 
bleaching); otherwise distinct. iO;Tx ijj’x is*- Well- 
preserved ; slightly warped. 

N. 1 . 29 + 3S + 40. Rectangular under-tablet, in 3 frag- 
ments. Obv. Portions of 3 II. Khar., distinct ; cursive. 
Am-, blank-. 7.)' x i to j’. sy x 1 1 ", 7" X i »•". Hard. 

N. i. 38 broken at lop and L. p. end; N. i. 40 broken at 
L. p. end. 

N. 1 . 30. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 43). 
Obv. 4 11 . Khar., cursive, but well written and very clear. 
Initial formula. Am-, i short 1 . at sq. end. 9^' x t T- 
Well-preserved. 

N. 1 . 31. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 63). 

Olv. 3 II. Khar, with initial form. Cursive, fairly dis- 
tinct. Am-. 1 I. from sq. end. g’xi .’’. Well-preserved. 

N. 1. 32. Wedge under-tnblet. Olv. 3 11 . Khar, very 
cursive but distinct ; initial form. Am. Faint trace of 
1 1 . from stp end. BJ'x i;)'. Well-preserved. 

N. i. 33. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 41). 

Obv. 2^’ from stp end, seal cav, containing string which 
still encircles tab. t I. Khar, at sq. end. Usual char, at 
hole. A'tv. 3 II. Khar, tnucli faded. SJ’x ij^'xa’. 
Well-preserved, but ble.ached. Portion of bark at seal cav. 

N. 1 . 34. Wedge uuder-tablet. Olv. 3 II. Khar, with 
initial form.; very cursive; clear. Am. Traces of 1 . from 
sq. end. 8.\’x I;}’. Well-preserved, but splitting. 

N. i. 35. Wedge cov.-tablet. Obv. i;}’ fr. sq. end, 
seal; device deleted. Ends of string, i 1 . Khar, between 
sq. end and seal, t char, at opposite side of se.al. Usual 
char, at hole. Am-. 3 II. Khar, very cursive. Ink has 
‘run’ and blotted. SJ’xtJ'xT. Well-preserved; 
slightly warped. 

N. 1. 37. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 4 II. Khar, with 
initial form. Writing thin, cursive, clear in places, but 
elsewhere faded or destroyed by insects aud by splitting 
of wood. Am. Few char, at sq. end. pTxi u". Hard, 
slightly warped ; split from sq. end. Portions of bark. 

N. i. 39. Wedge cov.-tablet. String in hole near point. 

Obv. 2" from sep end, seal cav. with fragments of seal, and 
string. I 1 . Khar, between sq. end and cav. Usual char, 
at hole. Am. .4 li. Khar, very cursive, but black and 
clear. Slightly damaged at top edge near sq. end. 

I o J" X 2-y' X u". Well-preserved. 

N. i. 41. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 33). 

Obv. 4 11 . Khar, much faded, with initial formula; 3rd 
and 4th II. almost invisible. Am. Few char, at sq. end. 

8^" X 2". Wood well-preserved. 


o 


D 2 
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i. N. i. 42. Wedge cov.-tafalet (belongs to N. i. 57). 
Ohv. r|" from sq. end, seal cav. ; frags, of seal and string. 
Between sq. end and cav. i 1 . Khar. At hole usual 
char. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, black and clear 
throughout. Well-preserved. 

N. i. 43. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 30). Obv. 
Seal cavity ii" from sq. end. Remains of clay and string. 
I 1 . Khar, to R. of cav. Usual char, near hole. Rev. 
blank. 9^' x if". Wood well-preserved. 


N, i. 54. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. 1 . 13). 
Obv. 3 11. Khar, with initial form. Cursive, partially 
deleted. Rev. i 1 . IChar. near sq. end. 9|"xif'. Well- 
preserved ; fibre of bark adhering. 

N. i. 55, Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 46). Obv. 
•2.^ from sq. end, seal cav. in which frags, of seal and 
string. Seal-clay mi.ved with grass. To R. of cav. faint 
traces of Khar. line. Rev. blank. i3i"x 2^" x j". Well- 
preserved; bleached. 


N. i. 44. Rectang. under-tablet, with sunk centre, &c. 
Obv. 6 11 . Khar., well written, but faded in parts. Rev. 
blank. 8' x 2". Well-preserved. 

N, i. 45. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. ii. 3). 
String in hole. Obv. 4 II. Khar., with initial form. All 
distinct, but very badly and coarsely written. Rev. Char. 
near sq. end. 14^" x 2". Well-preserved ; warped. 

N. i. 46. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 55). 
Obv. 4 11 . Khar, with initial form., coarsely but distinctly 
written. Slightly deleted in places. Rev. 1 1 . at sq. end. 
iSf^xaf". Well-preserved, but knotty; cracked at sq. 
end. 

N. i. 47.. Wedge imder-tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., faint 
but mostly readable, with initial form. Rev. Some char, 
faintly traceable at sq. end. irf"xif". Wood well- 
preserved; knotty. 

N. i. 48. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 28). 
Obv, 4 11 . Khar., cursive and rather blotted, but quite 
readable ; initial form. Rev. i 1 . at sq. end. lof" x if". 
Well-preserved. 

N. i. 49. Wedge cov.-tablet; tied round, over seal cav.^ 
with piece of cloth. Obv. if" from sq. end, seal cav., 

I 1 . Khar, on both sides of cav. Usual char, at hole. 
Rev. 3 11 . Khar., cursive and rather blotted. 9"xif"- 
Well-preserved ; one or two insect holes. 

N. i. 50. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 58). Obv. 
from sq. end, seal cav. Remains of string, i I. 
Khar, to R. of cav. much faded. Rev. i 1 . Khar, just 
discernible. 9s"xif"- Well-preserved; bleached. 

N. i. 51. Wedge cov.-tablet, with seal and string. Obv. 
if" from sq. end, cav. containing seal (not clear, but torso 
of standing figure), i 1 . Khar, on both sides of seal. 
Usual char, at hole. Rev. 2 II. Khar., faint. ii-f"x2" 
X f". Well-preserved. 

N. i. 53-h72- Wedge under-tablet, found in two pieces. 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar, with initial form. Rev. blank. 5f"x if" , 
4 f"x if", resp. Well-preserved. 

N. i. 53. Wedge cov.-tablet. Obv. if" from sq. end, 
seal cav. (broken at top edge) in which string. To R. of 
cav. I 1 . Khar., very cursive. Near hole usual char. 
Rcj. a 11 . Khar, cursive; very distinct. 8f"x if' 
Well-preserved. 


N. i. 56. Spear-bead-shaped tablet. Bluntly pointed at 
R. p. end, where hole ; broadest part of tab. about f of its 
length from L. p. end. Obv. 3 11. Khar., cursive, clear. 
Rev. 2 11. Khar,, ist faint, and very black. i4"x if". 
Well-preserved, but discoloured. 

N. i. 57. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 42), with 
string. Obv. 3 II. Khar., very cursive, very clear, with initial 
form. Rev. i 1 . Khar., pf'x 2f", Well-preserved. 

N. i. 58. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 50). 
Obv. 3 II. Khar., very faint, cursive; initial form. Rev. 
I 1 ., faint, at sq. end. ro"x2". Hard, discoloured, 

N, i. 59. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. lao). 
Obv. i-|" from sq. end, seal cav. To R. i L Khar, 
(faint), also to L, Usual char, at hole. Rev. 3 II. Kliar, 
faint but legible. loj'x a'x f". Hard, split at sq. end. 

N, 1 . 60. Wedge imder-tablet. Oiy. 3 11 . Khar., cursive, 
with iniu’al form. Part of 3rd 1. deleted. Surface much 
discoloured. Rev. Traces of 1 . from sq. end. p'xif". 
Hard, but slightly warped and gnawed by insects at one 
edge, 

N. i, 61. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 3 II. Khar., very 
cursive, black and clear, with initial form. Rev. 1 1 . Khar, 
from sq. end. 7f"xi-f". Well-preserved. 

N. i. 62. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 6), with 
string. Obv. 4 II. Khar., cursive, fine, legible; initial 
form. Rev. Faint traces of char, near sq. end. 9f"x if". 
Wood well-preserved. 

N. i. 63. Wedge cov.-tablet. Obv. if' from sq. end, 
seal cav., showing crossing strings and frags, of seal. To 
R. and L. of cav. i 1 . Khar., faint. Near hole usual char. 
Rev. Short 1 . at top edge, coarsely written, pf'x a/g". 
Well-preserved. 

N. i. 64. Double-wedge tablet, complete document, 
Obv. of cov.-tab. if" from sq. end, seal cav, witii string 
and remains of clay seal. To R. and L. of seal 1 I, Kh-ar., 
very thin and distinct. Usual char, near hole. Rev. of 
under-tablet i ). Khar, from sq. end; faint. Document 
has not yet been opened, but from edges having slightly 
warped writing inside is seen neat and black, and probably 
very slightly deleted. Some of orig. string fa.stcning still 
holds two tabs, together firmly. S.J'xs'xi". 
preserved. 
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N. i. 65. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 31). 

1^" from sq. end, seal cav. with crossed strings. To R. of 
cav. I 1 . Khar., faint but clear. Usual. char, near hole, 
Hev. 4 11 . Khar., clear cursive. 9" x X Well- 
preserved, stained dark on Rev. 

N. i. 66. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., cursive, 
fine, generally clear; initial form. Jiev. 2 short 11 . from 
sq. end. 9V Xi^". Well-preserved. 

N, i. 67. Double-wedge tablet, complete document. 
Cov.-tablet. Obv. iV from sq. end, seal cav. Seal intact 
with strings binding two tabs, together. Device of seal, 
standing figure (Pallas) to L. p.; profile; helmet, aegis. 
R. p. leg slightly bent at knee ; cameo deeply impressed, 
surrounded by mouldings in intaglio. Figure is very 
graceful, and seems to have been finel}' cut. Between sq. 
end and seal 1 1 . Khar. Usual char, near hole. Hev. 
blank. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar, with initial form., very 
clear. Jiev. 1 1 . from sq. end, faded. 91 " X Well- 
preserved. 

N. i. 68. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 4 11 . Khar, with 
initial form., cursive but clear. Jiev. i short line Khar, 
from sq. end. x 1^". Well-preserved, 

N. i. 70. Wedge tablet of unusual shape ; has no seal 
cav., but from sq. end is a very deep groove in which 
probably string was placed. Obv. Usual characters at 
hole near point, but no other writing visible. Jiev. blank. 
5^" X 2" X -I". Plard and well-preserved. Very roughly 
cut. See PI. CIII. 

N. i. 71. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 87). Obv. 
from sq. end, seal cav. with frags, of string. To R. and 
L. of seal I 1 , of Khar. Rev. i 1 . Khar, from sq. end. 
8^" X X -I". 'Well-preserved. 

N. i. 73. Wedge cov.-tablet, small frag, of sq. end only. 
Obv. I 1 . Khar, between sq. end and seal cav. Seal cav. 

from sq. end. Rev. i 1 . Khar., cursive, fine, faded. 
3" X 2" X i-j". Frag, is broken at side of cav. nearest to 
point. It has been cut with knife after being broken. A 
hole drilled in cav. ; sq. ends have been slightly rounded 
at comers. Portions of bark. 

N. i. 74. Wedge cov.-tablet, point with hole broken away. 
Obv. 1^" from sq. end, seal cav., in which frags, of string. 
I 1 . Khar, between sq. end and cav. Usual char, near 
hole. Rev. 1 1 . Khar., very clear and black. 8^" x I3:" X ^". 
Well-preserved. 

N. i. 75. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 80), with 
string. Obv. 1" from sq. end, seal cav. with remains of 
seal and string, i 1 . Khar, between sq. end and cav. 
indistinct. Usual char, at hole. Rev. i 1 . Khar., very 
clear., 8 "xi 4 "x|". Well-preserved. 

N. i. 76. Wedge imder-tablet, with string. Obv. 4 JJ, 
Khar., rather blotted in places, but generally distinct; very 
cursive, with initial form. Rev. 1 short 1 . 8 ^" x 2". Well- 
preserved. Rather roughly cut. 


N. i. 77. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 82). N. f. 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, thin and clear ; initial form, 

1 1 . Khar., faint, io"xi-|". Well-preserved. 

N. i. 78. Double- wedge tablet, complete document. Obv. 
of cov.-tab. i^" from sq. end, seal cav. in which string. 

I 1 . Khar, to R. of cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. 1 1 . 

Khar., very cursive but fairly clear. Obv. of under-tablet 
3 11 . Khar., partly deleted by stains ; initial form. Rev. 1 1 . 
()"X 2 "Xz'' Well-preserved, but much stained, and 
warped. Remains of string still holding pieces together. 

N. i., 79. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., coarse, 
much faded, very cursive; initial form. Rev. i 1 ., faded. 
zy'xiY- Wood well-preserved, but stained and warped. 

jN. i. 80. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 75). 

Obv. 3 11 . Khar, with initial form., well written, but deleted 
and stained in parts. Rev. i 1 . IChar. 8"xi^". Wood 
well-preserved, but stained, 

N. i. 81. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., faded. 
Unreadable in parts; in ist line initial form. Rev. r 1 . 

Khar., very faded, 8^"x if". Wood well-preserved, but 
much stained. 

N. i. 82. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 77). Obv. 
z" from sq. end, seal cav. in which string. Between cav. 
and sq. end i 1 . Khar., faded. On opposite side of cav. 
a long line, faded, but part decipherable. Rev. blank. 
io"x 2"xf". Wood well-preserved, Sq. end of obv. cut 
in rather unusual shape. 

N. i. 83. Double-wedge tablet, complete document, tvith 
string in hole. Cov.-tablet. Obv. from sq. end, seal 
cav. To R. and L. of it i 1 . Khar, (very faint). Usual 
char, at hole. 

Under-tablet. Rev. i 1 . Khar. 8|-"x2"x|". Well- 
preserved. String almost intact binding two parts together. 
Inscription inside very black, fine and clear. 

N. i. 84. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 4 II. Khar., much 
faded, with initial form. Rev. blank. S|'x if". Badly 
preserved ; warped and soft on surface. 

N. i. 85. Wedge cov.-tablet. if'ircm sq.end, seal 
cav. in which crossed strings, i 1 . Khiir. betsveen sq. end 
and cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. 3 IL Khar., very 
cursive. 9f"xif"x|". Weil-presirred: slightly chipped 
and cracked. 

N. i. 87. Wedge under-fa cTet fcelcngs to N. i. 71!. 

Obv. 4 11. Khar, veZ- vrfaen, rather faded, with 

initial form. Rev. rew ar.rr. rem sq. end, Sf'x 2' 
Well-preserved. 

N. i. loo-pzou-^-r^ Hecfarg. cov.-tablet, found n 3 
frags. 6.^ - - — n: . - . cn L, p, transversely; indsnver. 

Rev. 4 _ n-nir, Ticj aesr and black. 3 x ri' - ' " ' 

•‘s’j-r ^ e- “--g well-preserved. 

Zt.i.zvz, Csdrrg- -fahlet, fragment; hole nem 
Cvv. rnm nssrk at edge. Jiev. 1 ~ J- '‘Y 
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N- i- To R. again 2 11 . and portions of further char. Fairly 
clear. 5"X2|"x|". Wood fairly hard. Broken and 
stained. 

N. 1, 103. Wedge cov.-tablet. Obv. li" from sq. end, 
seal cav. in which string crossed, i 1. Khar, to R. of cav. 
Usual char, at hole. Rev. i 1 . Khar., ver}’ cursive, faded 
towards sq. end. 9\" '><%''• Wood well-preserved, 
warped. See PI. IC. 


N. i. 121. Carved wood. Probably a rail or baluster. At 
one end a tenon, flush with back surface. Front elevation ; 
centre portion, concave at each side, narrowest part being 
•J" and broadest (above and below) i|"; length 3-’-"; 
grooved by parallel curved lines on front, as ornament. 
Above centre 2 inverted truncated pyramids one above the 
other. Below, similar arrangement, reversed. Len<Tth 
8|", thickness See PI. LXX. 


N. i. 104. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 16). 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar., cursive, coarse ; initial form. Rev. i 1 . 
9" X 2". Wood well-preserved. 

N. i. 105. Double wedge tablet, complete document 
Cov.-tablet. Obv. from sq. end, seal cav. in which 
string remains. To R. and L. of seal cav. i 1 . Khar., 
faint. Usual char, at hole. 

Under-tablet. Rev. i 1 . from sq. end. String remains 
bound round. 8i" x 2^" x f". Well-preserved. 

N. i, 106. a, b. Wedge under-tablet, in 3 fragments. 
Obv. 4 11 . Khar., cursive but very clear and black; initial 
form. Portion missing at broken part. Rev. 2 11 . from 
sq. end. 1 1" x 2" (approx.). Well-preserved. Break not 
due to decay. 

N. i. 107. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N. i. 15). 
Obv. 4 11 . Khar., thin, black, very clear, but cursive ; initial 
form. I 1 . from sq. end. 8f"x i-f". Well-preserved 
but much stained. 

N. i. 108. Wedge cov.-tablet, Obv. from sq. end, 
seal cav. with remains of seal. Design of seal oval, but 
no detail distinguishable. Between sq. end and seal, i 1 . 
Khar, very faint. Usual char, at hole. Rev. i 1 . fairly 
distinct. 9" x 2" x Wood well-preserved. 

N. i, no. Wedge under-tablet. Obv. 4 11 . Khar.; initial 
form. Writing coarse, blotted, and a good deal faded. 
Rev. I 1 . from sq, end. 14^" x 2^". Discoloured and 
very susceptible to damp. 

N. i. iia. Oblong tablet. Hole at R. p. end. Obv. 2 11 . 
Khar., very faded and partially obliterated; initial form. 
Rev. Nothing visible, ii^'x i|"x^". Very soft and 
stained. 

N, i. 113. Oblong fragment. Obv. To L. p. 3 11 . Khar., 
rather coarse and very cursive. To R. p. 4 II. Khar., fine 
and well written. blank. 6-y'xi-g"' Much perished ; 

very soft and surface seamed with open cracks. 

N. i. 114. Rectangular fragment; appears to be portion 
of under-tab. with thick end roughly bevelled to general 
surface, and hole bored subsequently. Obv. 5 11 . Khar., 
fine, black; all fragmentary with repetition of wording. 
Hole at top R. p. 2 II. Khar, (fragmentary). 3^''x 

a-J". Very thin. Wood hard. 

N. i. 120. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N, i. 39). 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar., faint and cursive ; initial form. Rev. Few 
characters from sq. end. lo^-^xzl". Wood well-preserved, 
but susceptible to damp. 


N, i. 122. Double-wedge tablet, complete document. 
String in hole near point. Cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. 

from sq. end; portion of clay adhering to string in 
cav. I 1 . Khar, to R. and L. of cav. No char, visible 
near hole. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., very clear, but scratchily 
written and very cursive. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., with initial form., 
generally clear, but here and there blotted and deleted. 
Rev. Transversely at sq. end three characters cut into tlie 
wood. I oi" X 2" X Excellently preserved. Wood very 
hard. See PI. XCVIII. 

N. i. 180. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N, i. 24), part 
from hole to point broken off. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., bold and 
fairly well written ; initial form. Rev. bleached; cracked and 
peeled by damp at point end. i3^"x 3-|". Wood soft. , 

N. ii. I. Rectang. under-tablet. Obv. 4 II. Khar,, well 
written ; much deleted in parts by e.xposure to damp and 
sun. Rev. x 2^'. Curled and peeled by exposure. 
See PI. CIV. 

N, ii. 2. Double-wedge tablet, complete. Cov.-tablet. 
Obv. 2i" from sq. end, seal cav. i 1 . Khar, on either side 
of cav. Usual char, near hole. Seal intact (see PI. LXXI). 
In upright elliptical cavity a standing nude male figure to 
R. p, ; appears from its muscular development to be in- 
tended for Herakles, but may be an Eros. On flat surface 
surrounding seal, probably setting, are traces of few 
inscribed characters (Khar. ?). This tablet is superficially 
broken near point. Rev. 1 1 . Khar. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 3 II. Khar., with usual form. Few 
char, near sq. end. 9^X2^, thickness of cov.-tablet 
ii"- Siring intact e.vcepting at hole, so that tablets can 
be slid apart. 

N. ii. 3. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. i. 45). Obv. 

I from sq. end, seal cav. i 1 . Khar, to R. and L. of cav. 
Usual char, near hole. String in grooves. Writing 
coarse. Rrv. 4 11 . Khar., coarse, legible generally; very 

cursive, iq^'x 2" x Perfectly preserved, but stained 
dark on rev. 

N. iii. I. Takhti-shaped tablet. Pear-shaped handle, 
pierced, broken. Obv. (handle in L. hand) 4 columns 
Khar., very cursive. Ink very black. Rev. (handle m 
L. hand) 4 columns Khar., much deleted. I2''X2T- 
IMuch damaged by e.xposure, and encrusted by sand. 
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N. iv. I. Oblong tablet ; fragment. Hole (?) at one end, 
broken. Obv. Well-written Khar. char, in columns. Sur- 
face much cracked and discoloured. Roj. Surface quite 
perished. i3"x3". In bad preservation. 

N. iv. 2. Oblong tablet ; fragment. Traces of Khar, 
char., prob. in columns. Rev. quite perished. io-l"x aT'. 
Prob. undecipherable. 

N. iv. 3. Oblong tablet. Hole at one corner. Obv. 
Traces of 3 11 . Khar., very faint. Rev. Traces of 5 II. 
Khar., very faint. 1 2^" x 3-^- Perished, split and curling. 

N. iv. 4. Oblong tablet. Obv. Traces of Khar. char, in 
column arrangement to read transversely. Surface split 
and perished. Ro). Traces of Khar, char., rather small, 
tabular, to read transversely. x af". Badly perished 
and split. 

N. iv. 6. Wedge-shaped tablet. Hole near point, broken. 
Obv. Long 1 . Khar, at top. Below this at sq. end, column 
of 7 11., faint but fairly legible. blank. i6''X3^"x^''. 

Much perished, especially at edges, and discoloured. 

N. iv. 7. Rectang. cov.-tablet ; fragment in several pieces. 
Obv. 2 or more II. transversely below seal cav., almost 
deleted. Rev. 5 II. Khar., well-written but faded; frag- 
mentary. 5^" X 2^" (appro.x.). Completely perished by 
damp. 

N. iv. 8. Oblong tablet. Hole at one corner. Obv. 
Tabular. Column of 6 11 . Khar, near hole. Irregular 11 . 
in centre. Column of 8 or 9 11 . at opposite end. Some 
11 . erased by stroke. Khar, very cursive, faded. Rev. 
blank. 9I" x sf". Perished, but uninjured otherwise. 

N. iv. 8. a. Oblong tablet, curling at one end to point. 
Hole about ^ from point. Obv. Tabular Khar, writing in 
3 columns; very cursive, ist column (from sq. end), 3 11., 
very faded. 2nd column, 4 11., 2nd and 4th erased. 3rd 
column, 7 11 ., I St, 3rd, and 4th erased. Last 4 11 . bracketed. 
Rev. Column of 6 II., transversely from sq. end, very faded. 
9" X X -2" to Dark in colour ; fairly preserved. 

See PI. cm. 

N. iv. 9. Parabolic tablet. Large hole in round end. 
Obv. 6 columns of 7 to 8 11. Khar. each. 2 11 . in upper 
corner, bracketed. Writing, very cursive, part faded. 
Rev. 7 columns of 6 to 10 11 . each; very cursive, but clear. 
7" X 21". Soft ; well-preserved. 

N. iv, II. Tablet, fragment, twisted fantastically. Obv. 5 11 . 
Khar, at sq. end. Well-written and containing numerals. 
Further characters are traceable, but owing to broken and 
twisted condition of wood piob. undecipherable. Rev. 
Traces of Khar, char., but very fragmentary. 6f"x2" 
approx. Quite perished. See PI. CIV. 

N. iv. 13. Rectang. tablet in several pieces, prob. complete. 
Cov.-tablet. - Obv. Seal cav. sq. 3 11 , Khar., black, 
cursive, transversely at L. p. edge. Rev. 7 II. Khar., well- 
written, black, perfectly clear e.xcept where wood is 
perished. 


Under-tablet. Obv. 6 11 . Khar., well-written, clear, and N. 
, black ; last 1 . broken away. 9" x 2" (approx.). Quite 
perished; wood dark and twisted like a piece of leather 
that has been wet. 

N. iv. 14. Rectang. cov.-tablet, in 2 pieces. Seal cav. 
i-J"xi2"- Obv. 3 11 . Khar., transversely at top. Very 
indistinct. Rev. 6 11 . Khar., very cursive, clear, and black. 

4" X 2-J". Wood perished ; much discoloured. 

N. iv, 15. Oblong tablet. Hole at one corner. Obv. 4 11 . 
Khar., well written, black, cursive; all readable. Rev. 

7 11 . Khar., finer than obv. but much deleted and faded. 

6-V' X 32' X I". Wood much perished and stained. 

N. iv. 16. Rectang, under-tablet, in many pieces. Obv. 
Traces of Khar, characters. Very fragmentary. Rev. 
blank. 8^' X Perished, stained, and encrusted with 
sand. 

N. iv. 17. Oblong tablet. Obv. 4 columns of 8 and 9 11 . 
Khar. each. 1 1 . above columns, and a short 1 . (numerals) 
beside last column. Writing faded, but nearly all legible. 
Scorings as though from knife point in cutting leather (?). 
Rev. Scorings from knife point. Wood 

well-preserved. Much encrusted with sand. 

N. iv. 17, a. Rectang. cov.-tablet, in 2 pieces (frag.), 

Obv, 2 11 . Khar., cursive, black, incomplete; transversely 
at L. p. edge. Rrv. 5 11 . Khar, blotted, cursive. 2^' 

X 2^". Perished and discoloured. 

N. iv. 17. b. Rectang. cov.-tablet ; frag, in 2 pieces. 

Obv. 3 II. Khar, transversely at L. p. edge; incomplete. 
Rev. 2 11. Khar, cursive, blotted, incomplete. 4 " x -g" x 
Perished and discoloured. 

N. iv. 17. c. Takhtl-shaped tablet (?), fragment of; 
having portion of hole. Both sides blank. 

N. iv. 18. Rectang. under-tablet, fragment. Obv. Por- 
tions of 8 11 . Khar., very black. Rev. Faint traces of char, 
near edge. 3 x 2^". Perished, twisted, very dark, and 
cracked. 

N. iv. 20. Wedge-shaped tablet (point gone). Obv. 4 11 . 
Khar., cursive, generally distinct. Rev. blank. io|" 

X 2^" X Perished and dark. 

N. iv. 21. Rectang. cov.-tablet, in 2 pieces. Seal cav. 

1" sq. Obv. 2 II. Khar., transversely at top, very indis- 
tinct. Rev. Traces of Khar, char., fragmentary and in- 
distinct. 5|"X3f"X2". Hard, very dark, warped and 
cracked. 

N. iv. 22. Stick-like tablet. Obv. At broad end 3 11 . 
Khar, transversely ; then 2 11 ., i 1 ., and i 1 ., with intervals 
transversely ; writing cursive, faint. Rev. blank. 1 1" x 1". 
Wood well-preserved. 

N. iv. 23. Stick-like tablet, warped. Obv. Traces of 
Khar, characters — some numerals, apparently arranged in 
columns. Rev. Do., but rather more legible; about 4 11 ., 
very cursive. 8J" x i-g". Wood fairly hard. Discoloured 
and sand-encrusted. 
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N. iv. N, iv. 24. a and b. Stick-like tablet in 2 pieces. Traces 
of characters on both sides; illegible. 9"xif". Wood 
hard,- but perished. Sand-encrusted. 

N. iv. 25. Oblong tablet, in 2 pieces. Hole at one end. 
Obv. Traces of Khar, characters. Scorings by knife. 
Rev. Tabular, reading transversely, dividing strokes at 
irreg. intervals. Very indistinct, but part legible. Scored. 
X X iV'. Wood rather soft on surface. 

N. iv. 25. a. Oblong tablet. Very dark and stained. 
Traces of characters on one side. Quite undecipherable. 
9" X if". Perished. 

N. iv. 26. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. i|"xf|". 
Obv. blank. In cav. fragments of charcoal. Rev. blank. 
^ ^ Perished and discoloured. 

N. iv. 28. Rectang. cov.-tablet, much fissured, split, and 
chipped. Obv. Seal cav. 1" x if". Extremely faint traces 
of several lines Khar., transv. at one end. Rev. Faint 
traces of 2 11 . or more Khar. All writing very cursive and 
too faded to decipher. The whole tablet much abraded, 
sand-encrusted and dark in colour. Wood very soft and 
brittle. 8|"x3f'. See PI. CV. 

N. iv. 29. Oblong tablet, in 2 pieces. Blank. 24"x2f". 
Rotten, much encrusted with sand. 

N. iv. 29. a. Oblong tablet. Hole at one end. Obv. 
6 items Khar, arranged in a columns; first two chan 
are repeated 5 times, and the last three or four with 
slight variations. Khar., cursive; very distinct. Rev. 
3 11 . very distinct. First two characters in each, same 
as those on Obv. 7f" x i-^". Well-preserved. See 

PI. cm. 

N. iv. 30. Rectang. under-tablet, fragment. Obv. 2 11 . 
Khar., with numerals, cursive, but black. Rev. blank. 
6f" X f". Wood well-preserved. 

N. iv. 31. Oblong tablet. Hole in centre, lower edge. 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, indistinct and fragmentary. 
Rev. blank, yf" x if" X i". Wood fairly preserved. 

N. iv. 32. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. 3 ct"x ij^". 
Obv. 2 11 . Khar., cursive, well written, transversely, at L. p. 
edge. Stain of Sindura (?). Rev. blank, lyx-ii" 
X i's"- Wood moderately hard ; thin edges much split. 

N. iv. 33. Takhti-shaped tablet. Hole in handle, with 
original string. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, faded. 
Rev. 6 II. lOiar., very cursive, faded, yf" x sf". Wood 
well-preserved. See PI. CIII. 

N. iv. 34. Rectang. cov.-tablet, fragment. Seal cav. 
f''xi". Obv. 2 11. Khar., very cursive. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., 
very coarse and cursive. 4B''xrf". Wood very soft. 
Sand-encrusted. 

N. iv. 34. a. Inscribed tablet, fragment. 2 11 . Khar., 
cursive ; numerals, af" X f". Very soft. 

N. iv. 35. a. Oblong tablet, square at one end. Obv. 2 
11 , Khar., cursive, part faded. Rev. 6 columns, ist and 


2nd Seven 11 .; 3rd, 4th, gth, 6th one 1 . each; 6th four 11 .; 
then a single I. 15" x af". Wood soft and rotten at one 
end. See PI. CII. ‘ 

N. iv. 35. b. Oblong tablet. Hole at one end; one corner 
broken. Obv. 4 columns, ist imperfect; 2nd and 3rd 
six 11 .; 4th five 11 . Numerals. Rev. i column, to read 
transversely. 1 3f" x 2|" x |". Wood rather soft ; cracked. 

N. iv. 36. Oblong tablet. Hole near pointed end. 
Obv. 3 items Khar., very cursive. Rev. 2 11 ., divided into 
items ; very cursive and black. ro^"xi-f". Wood well- 
preserved. Five notches on one of the edges near square end. 

N. iv. 41. Oblong cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. if-'x i^g", 
empty, i 1. Khar, transversely at L. p. end. Short 1 . 
Khar, near cav. on same side. Traces (?) of char, to 
R. p. Rev. 6 11 . Khar., cursive, mostly clear and black. 

X sf " X xi". Now paired (?) with N. iv. 127. 

N. iv. 46. Takhti-shaped tablet in many frags. Penta- 
gonal handle with hole. Obv. 3 columns with 5 and 6 II. 
resp., Khar., cursive, fine, faded. Rev. blank. 7^" x i-H*. 
Wood perished but clean. 

N. iv. 47. Oblong tablet. Hole at top R. p. corner, 
Obv. 2 columns cursive Khar, rst, 5 11 ., 2nd, 3 11 ., and 
a line separated from others. Clear. Rev, blank. 6^" X 
2f", Wood very soft. 

N. iv. 48. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. r-J" x r^". 
Obv. 2 11 , transverse at L. p. edge. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., 
cursive, indistinct. 5j"x2^"x^". Wood well-preserved. ' 
Much discoloured and sand-encrusted. 

N. iv. 50. Rectang. cov.-tablet, fragment. Obv. 1 1 . 
Khar, at upper edge, transversely; very fine, rather in- 
distinct. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., very fine ; fragmentary. 7^"x 
2f". Well-preserved. Sap-wood soft, heart-wood hard. 

N. iv. 51. Oblong tablet, in 2 pieces. Obv. Faint traces 
of closely written columns (?), Khar., prob. illegible. 
Rev. blank. I9^"X2". Very soft and much encrusted 
by sand. 

N. iv, 52. Oblong tablet. Hole at top R. p. corner. 
Obv. 4 11 . Khar., carefully written, black, clear, containing 
numerals. Rev. a 11 . Khar., cursive, ii" x 2". Well- 
preserved. 

N, iv. 53. Inscribed tablet, frag, in 2 pieces. Traces of 
Khar, characters. 4§'x r^". Perished and dark in colotir. 

N. iv. 53. a. Oblong tablet. Corners cut off at one end. 
Hole at other. Obv. Traces of columns of about 5 11 . 
each ; very cursive and fragmentary. Rei’. blank. 2 1 x 
-h" X y. Surface soft and cracked at edges. Wood much 
stained and sand-encrusted ; very knotty, 

N. iv, 54. Oblong tablet; round at one end at which 
bole. Small projection at opposite end. Obv. Column 
of 4 11. ; next, 2 11. near upper edge, and i 1. near lower ; 
column of 5 11. ; i 1- near upper edge, i 1. towards lower. 
Khar, cursive ; numerals. Rev. 2 columns of 3 11 . each ; 
single 1. next; thin, cursive. 13'xi-J". Well-preserved. 
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N. iv. 55. Rectang. under-tablet. Oiv. 7 11 . very cursive 
Khar.; fairly legible. Ti’rt'. Wank. I\I.arks of knife scorings. 
6-Y X 2 2'. Soft ; much discoloured. 

N. iv. 55. b. Oblong tablet; oblusc pointed. Hole near 
point. Blank. Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 56. Stick -like tablet. Pointed with hole at one 
end. Ohv. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive; partly deleted, 
all. do. 9 §'xiTxF* Well-preserved. 

N. iv, 57. Oblong tablet. Sharp pointed by conc.ivc cuts; 
hole at point. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, faint and 
fragmenuary. iJeu. blank. i 4 F^=u'' Well-preserved. 

N, iv. 5S, Rectang. under-tablet (belongs to N. iv. 141). 
( 73 u. 6 11 . Khar., very cursive; clear, /to. blank, d^^'x 
2|'. Very discoloured. 

N. iv. 59. Oblong tablet. Round-pointed end; hole 
(broken). Qbv. 4 II. Khar., very cursive, faint, in parts 
deleted. blank. SJ'xa J'’ Very soft ; discoloured. 

N. iv. 60. Oblong tablet. Hole in centre of one long 
edge. Obv. .4 11 . Kluar., cursive, faded, but mostly 
decipherable. JRrJ. blank. 6}'x I3'. Well-preserved, 

N. iv. So. Double-wedge tablet, complete. Cov.-iablef. 
Obv. Seal cav. iJJ-' from sq. end. Seal I'xi}'. The 
device appears to be, in usu.al oval or vesica shape, sur- 
rounded by deep moulding, a slim, nude figure to R. p., 
probably an Eros, but much deleted. Outside vesica 
moulding, four spandril-shape corners, slightly impressed, 
and evidently forming part of the setting of the matrix 
seal. A few Khar, chameters at sq. end, and a few on 
opposite side of seal cav. Usual formula at hole. All 
tolerably clear. Jicv. 3 11 , Khar., very cursive; clear in 
places. . 

Under-tablet. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive. Very 
clear in' places, Rrj. i I. Khar, Wood well-preserved, 
but very dark inside, and generally sand-cucrusted. 
8^-' X 2* X (cov.-tab.), (under-tab.). 

N. iv. 81. Wedge-shaped tablet. Hole near ' point. 
Obv. 3 IL-Khar., cursive and clear. Jiev. 2 11 . Khar., 
cursive, faint, but decipherable, Well-preserved; 

very sensitive to damp. 

N. iv, 82. Rectang. under-tablet. Obv. 5 IL Khar., very 
cursive, faint, and part deleted. Stains of Sindura(?). 
Riv. blank ; stained. ' pj" x 3-^- Warped and split by 
damp and e.vposure. 

N. iv, 83, Rectang. cov..tablet. Seal cav. sq. Obv. ■ 
Traces of 3 11 . Khar, transversely at L. p. edge. Rtv. i 1 . 
Khar., clear but cursive, fig'' x si". Wood fairly hard. 
Slightly warped, split, and broken at ends ; sand-encrusted. 

N. iv, 84. Rectang. under-tablet, broken, part missing. 
Obv. s'lL Khar., faded, very cursive. R^v, blank, ii^'x 4'*'. 

• Surface much injured by exposure. 

N. iv. 99. Stick-like tablet. Roughly pointed at one 
end; broken. Oif. (flat). Khar. (?) characters ; irregular 

5TBIH 


(cf. N. .wiii. 3). Rev. (round). Encrusted with sand. N. iv.' 
Traces of characters. sjVxi-y. Much perished and 
discoloured. 

N. iv. loo-f loi. Rectang. double tablet. Cov .-tablet. 

Obv. Seal cav. i-Y sq.; frags, of string remaining and 
pieces of seal clay, i I. Khar, at one end. Rev, 3 11 . 

Khar. Sand adiiering. fiy'' x a j'' X -F- 

Undcr-tabict. Obv. 6 il. Kiiar., cursive, very indistinct 
in pl.iccs, /?ru. blank. SJ'xaFxF* Broken at lower 
L. corner. Sjdit at R. end and along long edges. Wood 
very dry and soft. 

N. Iv. 103. Stlck-like tablet, cut to obtuse point at one 
end. Obv. 7 columns, 2 11 . each, Khar,, cursive, clear. 

Rev. 7 columns, ist, 4 II., and, stli, and 6th, 3 11 . each, 

3rd, 4th, and 71I1, a 11 . each. Kiiar., cursive. aStf'xa", 
dim. to 1*'. Fairly preserved, rather soft, warped and 
sUghlly encrusted with sand. See PI. CII. 

N. iv. 104. Oblong tablet. Hole at small end near edge. 

Obv. 3 II. Khar., cursive, boldly written and clear, rst 1 . 
interrupted by 2 intervals. Rev. 2 II. Khar,; similar 
writing to Obv. ; ist I. in two portions, ril'xsf", dim. 
to 1 5 '. Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 10$. a, b. Wedge under-tablet, in 2 pieces. 

Hole near point, Obv. 4 11 . Kiiar., very cursive, clear, 
and complete, with initial form. Rev. r I, from sq. end. 
laj'xai'. Well-preserved; slightly bored by insects. 

N. Iv. 106. Rectang. under-tablet. Obv. 7 II, Khar., 
very coarse and cursive. Rev. blank, Wood 

■ fairly hard. Much stained and encrusted with sand. 

N. iv. 107. Wedge under-tablet. Hole near point.- 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar., finely written but part deleted. Rev. 
blank. Wood well-preserved, but stained 

and sand-encrusted. 

N. iv. 108. a, b. Double-wedge tablet, complete. Hole 
near point. Cov.-tablct. Obv, Seal cav., i j' from sq. end, 
contains remains of clay and string. Between sq. end and 
cav. I 1 . Khar., very faint. Rev. i 1 , boldly written Khar., 
very black in parts. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 5 11 . very cursive Khar., clear and 
black, with initial form. Rev. i J. from sq. end. gf" 

X 2-y X -J'. Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 109. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. iv. iii).-. 

Hole near point, Obv. Seal cav. i-Y from sq. end. On 
both sides of cav., 1 1 . Khar., very fine and cursive. Usual 
char, at hole. Rev. blank. Stained with Sindura. 14^' 

X X jJ’jj'. Well-preserved, but stained and sand-., 
encrusted. 

N, iv. 110. Rectang. under-tablet (belongs to N. iv. 140); 

3 notches in centre of each long side, for string. Obv... 

6 II. Khar., very coarse and cursive. Rev. blank. 

X 2^" X Well-preserved. 

N. iv. ui. Wedge under.tablet (belongs to N. iv. 109). 

Hole near point.. Obv. 2 11 . Khar., finely and carefully 

E 
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written, with initial form. Rev. i short line IChar. from 
sq. end. 14^'xs^"’. Well-preserved. Slightly warped 
and encrusted with sand. 

N. iv. n3. Oblong tablet. Hole at one end. Obv, 4 
columns with numerals (?). Each column has 4 11 , (top 
line in one cut off); cursive. Rev. 2 columns, ist, 5 11 ., 
2nd, 3 II., with numerals (?); cursive and faint. 5^'' x i-g". 
Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 114. Rectang. cov.-tablet, fragment. Seal cav. i" 
sq. Obv. I 1 . Khar, coarse and distinct to L. p. of cav. 
Indications of an extra string-groove. Re:v. blank. 

X 2^' X I". Wood soft. 

N. iv. 115. Rectang. under-tablet. Obv. 6 11 . coarsely 
written Khar., much faded. Rev. blank. Stained with 
Sindura (?). 8^''x3^''. Much stained and bleached 

by exposure. 

N. iv. 116. Rectang. cov.-tablet (narrowing slightly to 
one end). Seal cav. x Erags, of string. Obv. 

Transversely above cav., 4 11. Khar., below 7 11. ; faded, 
coarsely written. Rev. 7 11 . Khar., black, cursive. 7!" 
X a^'xf". Well-preserved. Centre part of Rev. (heart- 
wood) very dark. 

N. iv. ny. Wedge under-tablet. Hole near point. Obv. 
3 11 . Khar., generally fairly distinct, but faded and cursive ; 
initial form. Rev. i 1 . Khar, from sq. end. Sf'x if'. 
Wood hard, but appears to be abraded by sand. 

N. iv. 118. Stick-like tablet. Hole near one end ; oppo- 
site end knotted and rough. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very 
cursive; some numerals. blank. One edge notched 
(cf. N. iv, 36). isf'xif'. Well-preserved. 

N. iv. ng. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Obv. 
Seal cav. f;' from sq. end. x 1 . Khar, on both sides of 
seal cav. Usual char, at hole. Coarse writing. Rev. 2 11 . 
Khar., upright, black, pf' x if'. Wood well-preserved. 

N. iv. 120. Double-wedge tablet, complete. Hole near 
point. Cov.-tablet. Obv. 2' from sq. end, seal cav. con- 
taining remains of clay and string. Sides of cav. are 
decorated by a notch cut in each interval between grooves. 
Rev. blank. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, stained 
and faded. Rev. Traces of char, near sq. end. 9 x af' 
X if'. Well-preserved, but stained and sand-encrusted. 

N. iv. 121. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point, in 
which string. Obv. Seal cav. if' from sq. end. Blank. 
Rev. 4 11 . Khar., cursive, irregular and faded in parts. 
8f' X if' X f-|'. Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 122. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. (for two 
seals?) 3^ir'xi-f'. Obv. a 11 . Khar., transversely; in- 
distinct. i?«;. blank. Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 123. SUck-Uke tablet. Hole at one end. Obv. 
in columns consisting generally of 4 11 . Khar., arranged in 
groups of 3 and 2 columns divided by strokes. There 
appear to be nineteen columns in all. Numerals occur fre- 
quently. blank. 29-J'x iff^xf'. Well-preserved. 


N. iv. 124. Oblong tablet. Obv. s long columns (to read 
transversely) evidently written by Uvo hands. 1 1. (longi- 
tudinally) from smaller end at top edge. Well written, 
but cursive and rather faded. Rev. blank. Much scored 
by a knife, as though used as a board on which to cut 
leather. I2f'x3f'. Wood well-preserved. See PI. Cl I. 

N. iv. I2S. Oblong tablet, fragment. Obv. Traces of two 
columns, Khar, much deleted. Rrv. Traces of i 1 . and 
a column, gf' x 2'. Soft, stained and encrusted with sand. 

N. iv. 126. Tablet nearly square. Hole at lower L. p. 
comer. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., well written and quite clear, 
containing numerals. Rev. blank; 5 rVx-ir- Well- 
preserved. 

N. iv. 127. Rectang. under-tablet (cf. N. iv. 41). Obv. 
8 II. Khar., very cursive ; nearly all legible. Rev, blank. 
8f" X sf'. Wood hard, much stained. 

N. iv. 128. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. if' sq. 
Obv. 2 11 . Khar., transverse, at L. p. edge ; coarse and 
cursive. Rev. Traces of Khar, deliberately effaced by 
chisel cuts, fif'xgf'. Fairly preserved. 

N. iv..i29. Oblong tablet. Hole in centre near edge. 
Obv. 2 columns 5 11 . each, Khar., very cursive, generally 
clear. Rev. g 11 . Khar., cursive, black. Scores made by 
knife point as though from cutting leather (?). pf' x af' 
X^". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 130. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. if' x if'. 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar., coarse, cursive, and black. Rev. 5 11 . do. 
7' X 3f' X -|'. Fairly preserved, but cracked ; sensitive to 
damp. 

N. iv. 131. a, b. Rectang. cov.-tablet; 2 pieces. Seal 
cav. if' X i^'. Obv. 3 11 . Khar, transversely at L. p. edge. 
Coarse, black. Rev. a 11 . Khar., cursive, well-written. 
6f' X af'xf'. Wood hard ; much chipped at one end. 

N. iv. 13a. Oblong tablet, broken. Hole in centre of 
one end. Obv. Columns. At top 3 11 . (partly missing) ; 
below, ist column of 4 11.; and column (or columns) of 
3 11 . Khar, cursive, fairly clear. Rev. 4 II. SJ'xsg'. 
Fairly preserved. Slightly sand-encrusted. 

N. iv. 133. Oblong tablet, slightly tapering to one end- 
Notches on long edges for string, and therefore prob. 
under-tab., adapted from wedge tablet. Obv. 6 11 . Khar., 
cursive, black, generally very clear. Rev. blank. 7f' 

X 2f'. Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 134. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Oh. 

2' from sq. end, seal cav. i I. Khar, on both sides of 
cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. i 1 . from sq. end con- 
taining numerals; very cursive. i4f'X3f'xf*. Well- 
preserved. 

N. iv. 135. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Olv^ 
Seal cav. i' from sq. end. Twees of Khar, on both sides 
of cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. Faint traces of char., 
undecipherable. SJ'xif'xf'. WW fairly hard, but 
stained and abraded. 



395 


Sec.viii] LIST OF ANTIQUES EXCAVATED AT NIYA SITE 


N. iv. 136. Wedge-shaped tablet. Ohv. 7 11 . Khar., 
cursive, faint, but quite clear. Rev. 2 11 . similar, clear. 
Surface scored as though by the point of a-, knife. i6|-* 
X Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 137. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Ohv. 
Seal cav. 2" from sq. end. i 1 . Khar, on both sides of 
cav. Char, at hole., Rtv. i 1 . very sq. Khar., rather 
coarse. Wood fairly preserved, but 

- much stained. 

N. iv. 138. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. 

Obv. 3 11 . Khar., squarely written, rather coarse, to read 
transversely at L. p. edge. 4 11 . similar writing, but done 
with a fine pen, transversely, at R. p. edge. Rev. 8 II. 
Khar., similar in character to Obv., coarsely written ; very 
clear. 5^" X 32'. Wood well-preserved. 

N. iv. 139. Rectang. under-tablet. Obv. 10 11 . Khar., 
cursive and rather indistinct in places. Rev. Blank. 
9V ^ 4 ^- Well-preserved. See PI. XCVI. 

N. iv. 140. Rectang. cov.-tablet (belongs to N. iv. 1 10). 
Seal cav. i' sq. Obv. 2 11 . Khar., very black, coarse, and 
square, transversely at L. p. edge. Rev. 6 11 . similar to 
Obv., to read longitudinally. 6^" X 2^" X |'. Wood 

remarkably preserved. 


N. iv. 141. Rectang. cov.-tablet (belongs to N. iv. 58). N. iv. 
Seal cav. x Obv. 3 11 . Khar., transversely at L. p. 
edge. Res. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, quite clear. 5^' x 
2^". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 14a. Oblong tablet. Hole at one end, broken at 
other. Obv. i 1 . Khar., much faded. Rev. Column of 
5 11 . Khar, near hole; traces of other columns; very faint. 

I3''x if". Wood fairly hard, much stained, very sensitive 
to damp. 

N. iv. 143. Rectang. imder-tablet, split at one end. 

Obv. 12 11 . very fine Khar., perfectly clear. Rev. blank. 

X 3I". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 144. Rectang. under-tablet, split at both ends. 

Obv. 13 1 ). Khar., cursive, rather blotted; otherwise per- 
fectly clear. Rev. blank, pf" x 4|-". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 145. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. i^" x i/g" 

Obv. Faint traces of char, reading transversely. Rev. 

Traces of about 6 11 . Khar., very faded and cursive. 

5^" X 2|" Wood well-preserved. 

N. iv. 01. a. Piece oT coarse red pottery, from a large 
vessel, quite plain; found in centre area. 5"X4f". 

b. Two pieces of coarse red pottery, quite plain. 

2f'x if' and 3'x 2f'. 


DOCUMENTS, ETC., EXCAVATED AT N. ii. 


N. V. I. Tablet, fragment in 3 pieces, about 30^" long, af' 
broad at widest, and about thick. Broken at both 
ends. Rotten and cracked by exposure; warped. No 
writing visible upon either side. 

N. V. 2. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. sq. 
Frags, of string. Blank. Wrt'. blank. io|'x3f'Xyf'. 
Soft, split, and bleached. 

N. V. 3. Stick-Uke tablet, one side rough. Obv. 2 11 . 
Khar., separate items with figures; much faded. Rev. 
blank. 1 6^" x 2' x f'. Much weather-worn and soft. 

N. V. 4. Stick-like tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., disconnected- 
items with figures (f); very black. Rev. i 1 . Khar., part 
very black, fif'x if'. Much perished at one edge, and 
bleached at point. 

N. V. 5. a, b. Tablet, gladius-shaped, in 2 pieces. Hole 
in centre of one end ; groove down centre one side. No 
inscription. 9f'xif'. Soft ; coated with sand. 

N. V. 6. Oblong tablet. Much perished in one half. 
Obv. (perished end to R. p.) six columns Khar, ist and 
3rd (from sq. end) 3 11.; 2nd, 2 11.; 4th, 4 11.; 5th, 6 11.; 
fith, 3 U., the bottom line only perfectly clear and very 
black; bottom line of ist column also very black and 
distinct, (These two black 11 . and one on the Rev. 
evidently written with better ink than the rest, and perhaps 
when the wood was in a better condition for preserving 
ink). Some of the 11 . fragmentary. There appears to be 


indication of a 7th column, but the wood is so much N. v. 
perished at that end of tab. that it is uncertain. Rev. from 
sq. end, i 1. at top, extending over 2 columns, of 2 11. each, 
lower 1. of ist being very black and sharp. To R. p. of 
these, I column of 3 11., and another of 4(?) 11., much 
deleted. Beyond this, surface of wood perished and 
peeling. Writing generally much faded. 3 1 f ' X 3f ' x 
Portions of bark remaining on sides. Wood quite hard 
and well-preserved at sq. end; the other fairly hard, but 
surface perished, and broken away. 

N. V, 6. a, b. Stick-like tablet, in 2 pieces. Cut into 
kind of handle at one end. Obv. Traces of Khar, 
characters. blank, idf^xif'. Perished and much 

discoloured. 

N. V. 7. "Wedge cov.-tablet. Point broken. Obv. Seal 
cav. 1" from sq. end. No inscription. Surface rotten and 
peeling. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, blotted, veiy 
indistinct. 7'|'x if'x-|'. Much perished. 

N. V. 8. Wedge under-tablet. Broken at end and edges. 

Obv. Traces of 3 11 . Khar., deleted. Rev. Traces of Khar, 
char, at sq. end. 8|:'xif'. Perished, bleached, and 
split. 

N. V. 9. Wedge-shaped tablet. No hole; broken at sq. 
end. Obv. 6 11 . Khar, in columns; deleted at sq. end, 
blank, Much damaged by exposure ; soft, 

3 E 2 
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N, iv. sviitten, with initial form. Rev. i short line Khar, from 
sq. end. Well-preserved. Sh'ghtly warped 

and encnisted with sand. 

N. iv. U3. Oblong tablet. Hole at one end. Ohv. 4 
columns with numerals (?). Each column has 4 11 . (top 
line in one cut off); cursive. Rev. 2 columns, ist, 5 II., 
2nd, 3 11., with numerals (?); cursive and faint. 5f'x if". 
Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 114. Rectang. cov.-tablet, fragment. Seal cav. i' 
sq. Obv. I 1 . Khar, coarse and distinct to L. p. of cav. 
Indications of an extra string-groove. Rev. blank. 3I* 
X X y. Wood soft. 

N. iv. 115. Rectang. nnder-tablet. Obv. 6 11 . coarsely 
written Khar., much faded. Rev. blank. Stained with 
Sindura (?). 8f'x3f''. Much stained and bleached 

by exposure. 

N. iv. ii6. Rectang. cov.-tablet (narrowing slightly to 
one end). Seal cav. if" x i^". Frags, of string. Obv. 
Transversely above cav., 4 11. Khar., below 7 11 .; faded, 
coarsely written. Rev. 7 11 . Khar., black, cursive. 7|-" 
X 2f"x-|^". Well-preserved. Centre part of Rev. (heart- 
wood) very dark. 

N. iv. 117. Wedge under-tablet. Hole near point. Obv. 
3 11 . Khar., generally fairly distinct, but faded and cursive ; 
iniu’al form. Rev. i 1 . Khar, from sq. end. 8|" x if". 
Wood hard, but appears to be abraded by sand. 

N. iv. n8. Stick-like tablet. Hole near one end ; oppo- 
site end knotted and rough. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very 
cursive; some numerals. blank. One edge notched 
(cf. N. iv. 36). isf'xif". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. ug. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Obv. 
Seal cav. f" from sq. end. i 1 . Khar, on both sides of 
seal cav. Usual char, at hole. Coarse writing. Rev. 2 11 . 
Khar., upright, black. 9g-'xif". Wood well-preserved, 

N. iv. 120. Double-wedge tablet, complete. Hole near 
point. Cov.-tablet. Obv. a" from sq. end, seal cav. con- 
taining remains of clay and string. Sides of cav. are 
decorated by a notch cut in each interval between grooves. 
Rev. blank. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, stained 
and faded. Rev. Traces of char, near sq. end. 9j'x af* 
X if". Well-preserved, but stained and sand-encrusted. 

N. iv. 121. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point, in 
which string. Obv. Seal cav. if' from sq. end. Blank. 
Rev. 4 11 . Khar., cursive, irregular and faded in parts. 
8f' X I X \ 5 ". Well-prescr\cd. 

N. iv. 122. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. (for two 
seals?) tf^usverscly ; in- 
distinct. blank. 6f'x 4iJ-'x Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 123. Stick-like tablet. Hole at one end- Obv, 
in columns consisting generally of 4 U. Khar., arranged in 
groups of 3 and a columns divided by strokes. 1 here 
appear to be nineteen columns in all. Numerals occur fre- 
quently. blank. a 9 f'x iH*>< Y- Well-preserved. 


N. W. 124. Oblong tablet. Obv. 2 long columns (to read 
transversely) evidently written by two hands. 1 1. (longi- 
tudinally) from smaller end at top edge. Well written, 
but cursive and rather faded. Rev. blank. Much scored 
by a knife, as though used as a board on which to cut 
leather. laf'xgf". Wood well-preserved. Sec PL CII. 

N. iv. 125. Oblong tablet, fragment. Obv. Traces of two 
columns, Khar, much deleted. Rev. Traces of i 1 . and 
a column. 3^' x 2'. Soft, stained and encrusted with sand. 

N. iv. 126. Tablet nearly square. Hole at lower L. p, 
comer. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., well written and quite clear, 
containing numerals. Rev. blank. 5^j"X4f'. Well- 
preserved. 

N. iv. 127. Rectang. under-tablet (cf. N. iv. 41). Obv. 
8 11 . Khar., very cursive ; nearly all legible. Rrv. blatiL 
8|' X 3f". Wood hard, much stained. 

N. iv. 128. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. if' sq. 
Obv. 2 11 . Khar., transverse, at L. p. edge ; coarse and 
cursive. Rev. Traces of Khar, deliberately effaced by 
chisel cuts. 6^' x 3 Y- Fairly preserved. 

N. iv. 129. Oblong tablet. Hole in centre near edge. 
Obv. 2 columns 5 11. each, Khar., very cursive, generally 
clear. Rev. 5 11 . Khar., cursive, black. Scores made by 
knife point as though from cutting leather (?). 9f"X2f' 
X Well-preserved. 

N. iv, 130. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. i-J'xtf". 
Obv. 3 II. Khar., coarse, cursive, and black. Rev. 5 U. do. 
7'x 3f" x-|'. Fairly preserved, but cracked ; sensitive to 
damp. 

N. iv. 131. a, b. Rectang, cov.-tablet ; a pieces. Seal 
cav. if'xx-j^". Oip. 3 11 . Khar, transversely at L. p. edge. 
Coarse, black. Rev. a 11 . Khar., cursive, well-written. 
6f' X af" X I". Wood hard ; much chipped at one end, 

N. iv. 132. Oblong tablet, broken. Hole in centre of 
one end. Obv. Columns. At top 2 11 . (partly missing) ; 
below, ist column of 4 II.; snd column (or columns) of 
3 11 . Khar, cursive, fairly clear. Rev. 4 II. Sa'XJa". 
Fairly preserved. Slightly sand-encrusted. 

N. iv. 133, Oblong tablet, slightly tapering to one end. 
Notches on long edges for string, and therefore prob. 
under-tab., adapted from wedge t.ablot. Obv. 6 11 . Khar , 
cursive, black, generally very clear. Rev, blonS;- 7^* 

X af". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 134. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Oh, 

2“ from sq. end, seal cav. i 1 . Khar, on Iwth sides of 
cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. i 1 . from sep end con- 
taining numerals; very cur.-ivc. I4j'xaf"x^'. Ucil- 
preserved. 

N. iv. 135. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Oh. 
Seal cav. i' from sq. end. Traces of Khar, on l*oth rid:« 
of cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. Faint traces of d;af., 
undecipherable. 8a'xia*Xj". Wood fair!/ hard, La. 
stained and abraded. 
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N. iv. 136. Wedge-shaped tablet. Obv. 7 11 . Khar., 
cursive, faint, but quite clear. Rev. 2 11 . similar, clear. 
Surface scored as though by the point of a-, knife. 16^" 
X 2FI". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 137. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Obv. 
Seal cav. 2" from sq. end. i 1 . Khar, on both sides of 
cav. Char, at hole. Rev. 1 1 . very sq. Khar., rather 
coarse. lo^'x Wood fairly preserved, but 

- much stained. 

N. iv. 138. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. a^xi^"- 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar., squarely written, rather coarse, to read 
transversely at L. p. edge. 4 11 . similar ^vriting, but done 
with a fine pen, transversely, at R. p. edge. Rev. 8 11 . 
Khar., similar in character to Obv., coarsely written ; very 
clear. 5-^" x zV- Wood well-preserved. 

N. iv. 139. Rectang. under-tablet. Obv. 10 11 . Khar., 
cursive and rather indistinct in places. Rev. Blank. 
qV ^ Well-preserved, See PI. XCVI. 

N. iv. 140. Rectang. cov.-tablet (belongs to N. iv. 1 10). 
Seal cav. i' sq. Obv. 2 11 . Khar., very black, coarse, and 
square, transversely at L. p. edge. Rev. 6 11 . similar to 
Obv., to read longitudinally. 6^* x 2^" X Wood 
remarkably preserved. 


N. iv. 141. Rectang. cov.-tablet (belongs to N. iv. 58). N. iv. 
Seal cav. i x Obv. 3 11 , Khar., transversely at L. p. 
edge. Rev. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, quite clear. 5^' x 
ai". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 14a. Oblong tablet. Hole at one end, broken at 
other. Obv. i 1 . Khar., much faded. Rev. Column of 
5 11 . Khar, near hole; traces of other columns; very faint. 

13" X i-g". Wood fairly hard, much stained, very sensitive 
to damp. 

N. iv. 143. Rectang. tinder-tablet, split at one end. 

Obv. 12 11 . very fine Khar., perfectly clear. Rev. blank. 

9^" X si". Well-preserved. 

N. iv. 144. Rectang. under-tablet, split at both ends, 

Obv. 13 11 . Khar., cursive, rather blotted; otherwise per- 
fectly clear. Rev. blank, pf" x 4^". Well-preserved, 

N, iv. 145. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. x 1//. 

Obv. Faint traces of char, reading transversely. Rev. 

Traces of about 6 II. Khar., very faded and cursive. 

Wood well-preserved. 

N. iv. 01. a. Piece oT coarse red pottery, from a large 
vessel, quite plain ; found in centre area, g" x 4f ". 

b. Two pieces of coarse red pottery, quite plain, 
a^'x 1^' and s'xaj". 


DOCUMENTS, ETC., EXCAVATED AT N. ii. 


N, V. 1. Tablet, fragment in 3 pieces, about 30^" tong, af" 
broad at widest, and about thick. Broken at both 
ends. Rotten and cracked by exposure; warped. No 
writing visible upon either side. 

N, V. 2. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. sq. 
Frags, of string. Blank. blank. iof''x3^‘'x|^'. 

Soft, split, and bleached. 

N. V. 3. Stick-like tablet, one side rough. Obv. 2 11 . 
Khar., separate items with figures; much faded. Rev. 
blank. 1 61 " x 2' x f". Much weather-worn and soft. 

N. V. 4. Stick-like tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., disconnected 
items with figures (?); very black. Rev. i 1 . Khar., part 
very black. s|"x i|-". Much perished at one edge, and 
bleached at point. 

N. V. 5. a, b. Tablet, gladius-shaped, in 2 pieces. Hole 
in centre of one end ; groove down centre one side. No 
inscription, pj'xij*. Soft; coated with sand. 

N. V. 6. Oblong tablet. Much perished in one half. 
Obv. (perished end to R. p.) six columns Khar, xst and 
3rd (from sq. end) 3 11.; and, 2 11.; 4th, 4 11.; 5th, 6 11.; 
6th, 3 11., the bottom line only perfectly clear and very 
black; bottom line of ist column also very black and 
distinct. (These Uvo black 11 . and one on the Rev. 
evidently written with better ink than the rest, and perhaps 
when the wood was in a belter condition for preserving 
ink). Some of the 11 . fragmentary. There appears to be 


indication of a 7th column, but the wood is so much N. v. 
perished at that end of tab. that it is uncertain. Rev. from 
sq. end, i 1 . at lop, extending over 2 columns, of 2 IL each, 
lower 1 . of ist being very black and sharp. To R, p. of 
these, I column of 3 11 ., and another of 4(?) II., much 
deleted. Beyond this, surface of wood perished and 
peeling. Writing generally much faded. 3i^''x 32'x^"- 
Portions of bark remaining on sides. Wood quite hard 
and well-preserved at sq. end; the other fairly hard, but 
surface perished, and broken away. 

N. V. 6. a, b. Stick-like tablet, in 2 pieces. Cut into 
kind of handle at one end. Obv. Traces of Khar, 
characters. Rev. blank, ifi^'xi^". Perished and much 
discoloured. 

N. V. 7. Wedge cov.-tablet. Point broken. Obv. Seal 
cav. 1" from sq. end. No inscription. Surface rotten and 
peeling. Rev. 3 II. Khar., very cursive, blotted, very 
indistinct. 7^" x i|-" x f". Much perished. 

N. V. 8. Wedge rmder-tablet. Broken at end and edges. 

Obv. Traces of 3 11 . Khar., deleted. Rev. Traces of Khar, 
char, at sq. end. 8J'xig'. Perished, bleached, and 
split. 

N. V. 9. Wedge-shaped tablet. No hole; broken at sq. 
end. Obv. 6 11 . Khar, in columns; deleted at sq. end. 

Rev. blank. 5 x I3'. Much damaged by exposure ; soft. 

3 E 2 
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, N. V, N. v. 10. Oblong tablet, obtuse point at one. end ; prob. 

■ hole near lower edge at point. 06 v. 1 11 . Khar, in columns, 
very black, well written, ist 1. long and partly deleted. 
Much discoloured. Hev, blank. Hfxzr- Much 
perished by damp. 

N. V. 12. Wedge-shaped tablet, roughly shaped. Odv. 
5 11 . Khar, in columns ; faded towards point. JRev. 3 11 . in 
columns, much faded. Well-preserved but 

discoloured. 

N. V. 13. Oblong tablet, much discoloured. 05 v. Hole 
at R. p. top corner. Several 11 . Khar, lost in dark stains, 
but appear to be in columns. J?ev. 6 11. of well written 
characters visible towards R. p. end; much faded and 
fragmentary, i sf" x 4" X f". Wood well-preserved. 

N, V . 14. Club-shaped tablet, flat ; hole at narrow end, 

. 06 v. 3 11 . Khar., in columns ; indistinct. Jiev. blank. 
io|" X 2" X Much perished and discoloured. 

N. V. 15. Rectang. cov.-tafalet. Seal cav, 

. Obv. At L. p. edge, transversely, frags, of 11 . Jlev. 5 II. 
Khar., black, cursive; partially deleted, X2'' x^. 
Very soft; perished; discoloured. 


,N. V. i6. Oblong tablet; fragment. Obv. 2 11 . Khar,, 
. transversely. JRtv. blank, Much perished’,’ 

split and soft., . ' 

N. V. 17. Oblong tablet, in two pieces. Qbv. 2 11 . Khar., 
cursive, much deleted. .Rev. blank; split and discoloured! 
9?*^ ■ Rotted and soft. 

N. V, 17. a. Xerra-cotta frag., well baked, coarse. 

_ 3 / 1 - V 

3? X 2^ . 

b. Piece of coarse sacking. Attached, a small 
frag, of felt. 

N, V. 18. Rectang. under-tablet, in several pieces, .f" at 
• thickest. Obv. Apparently 10 11 . Khar., cursive, fine, but 
much deleted. Rev. About 9 11 . ; very indistinct. 12" 
X sf". Perished, soft, cracked, and discoloured. 

N. V. 19. Stick-like tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., frag- 
mentary; very indistinct. Rev. Traces of 2 II. Khar. 
tgy'x i^'xy'. Perished, cracked, and discoloured. 

N. V. 20. Tablet, elongated ovaL Hole at narrow end. 
Obv. 7 II. Khar., in columns. Faded but legible. ReVi 
6 11 . Khar., in columns; faded but legible. io4"x2|''. 
Well-preserved ; dark in colour. 


OBJECTS EXCAVATED IN N. in. 


N. vi. N. vi. I. Wedge under-tablet. Hole near point. Obv, 
4 11, Khar., very cursive and clear, with initial form. 
Rev. 1 line from sq. end. 91 " X ig". Well-preserved. 

N. vi. 2, Rectang. cov.-tablet (?). Obv. bleached. In 
centre of each side a notch as though to receive string. 
At lower L. p. corner a small hole, in which is frag, of 
string. Rev. i 1 . Khar,, clear, fairly well written. 4^" 
'X i-l" X f ". Well-preserved, but bleached. 

N- vi. 3. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. 

X ig-". 2 11 . Khar., very faded, transversely above seal 

cav. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., cursive, faded. 4f''X3"xf". 
Hard, well-preserved. 

Nv vi. 4. Wedge-shaped tablet. Apparently hole near 
point (broken). Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive ; consisting 
.apparently of a number of disconnected items, separated 
by vert, down strokes. Rev. 3 11 ., much faded, coarse, 
and very cursive. 7i"xr|". Rather perished; very 
■ susceptible to damp. 

N. vi. 5. Wedge cov.-tablet. Hole near point. Obv. 
Seal cav. i|" from sq. end. Much encrusted with sand. 
No inscription visible. Rev. 2 (?) II. Khar , illegible. 

. ■ 9" X ly X I". Injured by damp and sand. 

N. vi. 6. Rectang. under-tablet, raised ends, and 
Obv. 4 11 . Khar., well written, cursive. Rev. blank. 
61 " X 2|". Well-preserved, but writing rather faded. 

N; vi. 7. Rectang. under-tablet, raised ends, Obii. 
■9 11 . fine Khar., faded in parts. iSe;/. blank. 7i"X3'. 

• Soft, but form well-preserved. ' - 


N. vi. 8. Wedge cov.-tablet, with point end cut off; 
appears to have been adapted for use in manner- of 
rectang, cov.-tabs. Obv. Seal cav. i-J" from sq. end. 
Clay remains; no. device. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., much faded; 
very cursive. 6" x 2|" x f". Well-preserved. 

N, vi. 9. Rectang. cov.-tablet, fragment. Both sides 
blank. Broken at two edges. 4"X4". Very soft. 

N. vi. 10. Wedge under-tablet, hole near point.- Obv: 
4 11 . Khar, cursive, ‘ condensed,' with initial form. Rev. 
1 1 . from sq. end. io|"x i|"- ■ Well-preserved. Hard. 

N, vi. II. Rectang. imder-tablet, fragment. Raised end, 

■ 1^". Obv. 2 11 . Khar., very cursive and coarse. Rev. 
blank, yf" x 2^". Wood well-preserved, but broken. 

N. vi. la. Oblong tablet. .Obv. 3 II. Khar., columnar ; 
very black and clear. Rev. blank. 5^" X y . Well- 
preserved. Traces of Sindura (?) at one end. See 

.PI. ClI. 

N. vi. 13. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole near point; roughly 
made. Obv. Seal cav. 2|" from sq. end. 1 1 . Khar, on 
both sides of seal cav. Very cursive and coarsely written. 
Usual char, at hole. Rev. i I. Khar., very cursive. 13^" 

X if" X I" Well-preserved. 

N. vi. 14. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole near point. Obv. 
2A" fiom sq. end. Seal cav. (small). Between sq. end 
and seal cav. i 1 . Khar. Few characters on opposite of 
cav. Rev. I 1 . Khar, in which figures seem to occur. 
Well and clearly written. 14-rx Well-pre- 
served. Pinkslain at, point end. 
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N. vi. 15. Wedge cov.-tablet, hole near point. Ohv. 
Seal cav. 2 from sq. end. i I. Khar, near scp end ; 
usual char, near jioint. ifry. blank. i4'X23''xi'. 
Well-preserved. Pink stain at sq. end. 

N. viL I. a, b. Rectang. under-tablet, in a pieces. Thick 
ends (approx.) i' wide. Obv> 5 11 . Khar., cursive, but well 
written and all legible, licj. blank. 
preserved. 

N. vii. 3. Stick, round, diameter one end and tapering 
to rather less th.an the other. At thicker end an 
ivory ferule 1' long, t 3 i>ering slightly. Just below ferule 
a small hole bored completely through slick, in which 
remains a fragment of string. .Vt thinner end Uiere has 
evidently been a knob or ferule of some kind, but now 

■ only a broken chule (of the wood) remains. Wood 
dark brown and heavy, and probably sandal. Very hard. 
Length 11 J'. 

N. vii. 3. Portion of rug, of the regular Indian D.arrie 
type, woven in transverse stripes and bands, and decorated 
■with simple geometrical patterns. W.arp buff in colour, 
and made of a more closely-twisted yarn than that used 
for the weft, which generally spreads enough to conce.al 
the warp. The cro.'.s stripes arc butf, blue, green, and 
red, and are of varying width. On broad blue band snuall 
Svastika-like pattern in red and butT. On buff band same 

■ pattern in red and blue, and red and green. On retl band 
the pattern is in butf and blue, and buff and green. 
Where the patterns occur, the weft threads of the ground 
are arrested, and the colour required locally introduced 
as in tapestry. ’As these parts were more laborious to 
make, double threads arc used right across the fabric on 

. the lines where the patterns occur, thus saving time. The 
coarser tc.xture of the resultant surface is clearly visible 
in the reproduction. iQ'xrsY- See PI. LXXV. Other 
pieces of same rug, found in N. vii. and hall of N. in. 
measure 2o'xi2', lO'xS', 2r'x6i', 9'x9', 26'X9', 
3'X5'; some small fragments aggregating to i9''x 10'. 

N. vii. 4. Wooden chair. Carved frame of lower part of 
chair, four legged. The legs are held together by four 
broad carved panels, which arc tenoned into them, and 
' dowellcd. In addition to these there is a rough rail at 
each end between the end pairs of leg.s, also dowellcd. 
■ At top of each leg stands a tenon (chule) upon which 
probably knobs or raised sides were fi.xcd. Carving rough, 

• nothing centred or measured, and there is much repetition 
•- in the elements composing designs. The most frequent 

feature is a four-petalled flower, the form of which closely 
resembles the large purple clematis. Generally sepals are 
shown between petals. Frequently, superposed upon first 
petals, a second whorl of smaller ones, and sometimes 
a third. The legs are 23' high; width at front 4", side 

2i' 

* 

• ,■ Inner edges of legs are straight, and they are straight iri 
. their upper part at all edges down to about 1 2' from foot. 

This lower portion slightly hollow at front' and side, 


curving outwards again at foot. Ornament on upper part N. vi. 
1st leg front : between two fillets a bead band commencing 
along top edge L. p. to R., then at right angles down- 
wards; then R. p. to L., down, and L. p. to R,, thus 
forming two contiguous squares minus one side in each 
case. In each of these square.s, a double-petalled and 
sepalled flower. Relow these an eight-pctalled lotus, in 
circle. From below lotus running centrally down to foot 
and taking curve of leg, an overlapping double-leaf 
pattern, formed by a series of inverted V-shaped cut.s. 

Side: fillet and bead ornament, but in zigz.ag line. In 
c.ach triangle so formed half of double-petalled flower. 

2nd leg same; 3rd leg side, same as that of other two. 

Front, double zigzag fonning diamond and half-di.amond 
shapes in which whole and lialf flowers. Below, double-leaf 
pattern .as first leg. 4th leg front, same as front of 3rd j 
aide, satne as front of i.st and 2nd, but in place of lotus 
another square is formed similar to upper two, and con- 
taining similar flower. 

Find panels : 7YX i4'(approx.). Two converging head- 
bands starting at lower corners and meeting at top edge at 
90®. In half-square so formed, a half-clematis having 
triple petals, and a clumsy e.xtra one to the two half- 
petals. .'Vt upper corners quarter flowers double-petalled 
in one case, triple-peialled in other. Front panel: divided 
into 3 oblong divisions by 2 approximately vertical bead- 
bands. The two side-divisions, narrower than high, con- 
tain double-petalled flower. The centre a conventionalized 
pomegranate (?) with leaves, buds, and bead ornaments. 

Back panel missing. Width of chair 26' (approx.), 
depth 16', height 23'. Well-preserved; feet splitting. 

See PI. LXVIII. 

N. vili. I. Oblong tablet, fragment. Obv. 5 11 . Khar., 
app.ir. in 3 vcitical columns (?). Each item terminates 
with a numeral. JIuch faded but probably decipherable. 
lio). blank. 4 -Y X i J*. Wood well-preserved, but all 
edges broken. 

N. vlii. a. Rectang. cov.-tableL Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very 
cursive, seal cav. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., cursive. 

S^'xz'. Wood very hard ; well-preserved. 

N. viil. 3. Donkey’s saddle-tree of mulberry wood. Of 
a somewhat horseshoe shape, pierced with 6 rectangular 
holes probably for binding material of seat Wood hard 
and well-preserved. Size across points of bow r 2". Height 
7'. Width at centre 2'; at ends -J". Thickness about 1". 

Sec PI. IX. 

N. viil. 4. Bow of tamarisk wood. Made from small 
branch or sapling, halved to near centre, where the round' 
section is left to form a hand-piece. Ends tapered and 
shaped to take string. Broken at one end. Resembles 
the pellet-bow used by bird-scarers in India to-day. Length 
3' 6'. See PI. IX. 

N. viil. 5. Shaft of spear (?) broken in 2 pieces. At 
upper end a broad leather ferule is laced on by means of 
• a leather thong. Each end shows a broken section. 

Length 4' 3^", thickness rf". See PI. IX, • . • . ' 
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N. vUi, N. viii. 6. Walking-stick of apple-wood (?), split at one 
end. Hard and well-preserved. Length 2' 9' thick- 
ness i". 

N. ix. I. Wedge under-tablet. Hole near point. Obv, 
3 IL Khar., well-written, black, and clear; initial form. 

Few char, at sq. end. I4|'x2|'. Well-preserved. 
See PI. C. 


N. ix. a. Oblong tablet, clumsy hole at one end. Ob^-. 
5 11 . Khar, with numerals (?) in column at H p. end; 2 11. 
at middle, blank. 8g*’x2j*. Wood well-preserved. 

N. ix, 3- Oblong tablet, Ohv. 7 IL Khar., very cursive ; 
quite clear. blank. d'xaY- Well-presened. 


OBJECTS FOUND IN N, iv. 


N. X. N. X. I. Fragments of woollen carpet, 4 or 5 small pieces 
as shown in sketcli. 


lUue and 
Light Yellow. 

llluc and 
Dart Yellow. 


Ked and 
Light Yellow. 



A 

B 

A 

C 

A 



A. Fret pattern in narrow bands at intervals dividing 
the larger bands from each other. These narrow bands 
are always blue on light yellow, and light yellow on 
blue, the ground and pattern counlerchanging as shown 
in sketch. B and C occur alternately. The warp of the 
fabric is of undyed wool, and varies in colour from dark 
brown to dirty white, 

N. X. 3. Rectang. under-tablet, fragment; broken dia- 
gonally. Upper part missing. Obv. 5 11 . Khar., very 
cursive, part deleted. blank. 5 ^'xib*- Wood well- 
preserved. 

N. X. a, b. Tablet, fragment, warped and twisted. Obv. 3 
II. Khar., fragmentary. Rev. blank, sj'x x' (appro.v.). 
Very spongy. 

N. X. 3. c. Takhtl-shaped tablet; trapezium handle, 
with hole. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., well written, part faded. 
Jin. 1 1 ., very clear, 6 ^X1^- Well-preserved. Sec 
PI. .XCVII. 

N. X. 3, Takhtl-shaped tablet; trapezium handle, with 
hole. Obv. (handle in L. hand), i long I. at top edge, 
well-written but rather coarse. Short 1 . at sq. end. Short 
1 . in K. pw half, i long 1 . at lower edge, but reverse way 
to that at top, so that to read, hold handle in R. hand. 
2 columns of five 11. each, with interval between columns ; 
read transversely, from sq. end downwards. All fairly 
clear. Characters round hole. R^. (handle in R. hand). 
5 columns (beginning at handle) having 6 or 7 11. in each, 


and reading longitudinally. 1 1. from about centre (owanis 
sq. end. i long column e.vtending from sq. end to about 
centre, reading transversely. igJ'xzj'. Well-preserved. 
See PI. Cl. 

N. X. 4. Oblong tablet, rounded at small end, and pierced, 
with small twig sharpened at one end, serving as pin. 
Obv. a columns Khar, and i short I. Rn. blank. 6'x 
2|', Pin 4jJ^' long. Well-preserved. Sec PI. ClII. 

N. X. 5 + 6 . Rectang. double-tablet, complete, Cov.- 
tablet. Obv. Seal cav. x ly'. a 11 . Khar, transversely 
at top. Rn. 7 11 . Khar,, very cursive; much encrusted 
with sand. 4|'x 2|'. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 7 11 . Khar., black, clear, cursive. 
i?«;. blank. 6yx2§". Well-preserved. 

N. X, 7. Rectang, cov.-tablet, much broken. Obv. 1 1 , 
Khar, transversely at L. p. edge, a II. transv. at R, p. 
Rn. 5 11 ., cursive, well-written. Many numerals (?), 
6^'X2|-*. Much perished and damaged. 

N. X. 8 . Rectang. cov.-tablet Seal cav. 

Obv. a 11 . Khar., fine, black, cursive. Remains of seal 
clay and string. Rn. blank. fiJ'xa-T* Wood well- 
preserved, 

N. X. g. a, b. Oblong tablets. Handle at each end. 
Blank. 6J'xi', 

N. X. 9. c. Stick-Uke tablet; at one end sm-all lumdle in 
which bole; hole also at opposite end. Blank. io'x|'. 
Well-preserved; unused (cf. above, p. 360). See PL CV. 

N. X. 01. Spindle, made of a light wood; broken at thicker 
end. Length Sg'. At thin end j’/ thick, tlic point being 
round. It thickens to at 3' from thin end, and diiiu 
again to rather less than where it is broken. I here 
is an X mark on tliick part. Hard and well-preserved. 

N. X. 03. Spindle, similar in all respects to N. x. ox, but 
not broken at end. A hole is pierced through end farthest 
from tJiickencd portion. 

N. X. 03, 04. Pens. Two roughly-cut woodcix styles, con- 
sisting of twigs siurpcncd at one end and at the other 
rough. Length 5J' and sj'' respectively. Hard. Sec 
PI. CV. 

N, X. 05. Pens. Two twigs sluq-cncd at one end. 1 he 
wood is very hard, and colour of bark a dark rich b;o<rj. 
Length about 9'. Sec PI. CV’. 
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N. X. o6. Eating sticks. Three wooden slicks, in length 
respectively 71 ", 8^^', andioj", round and slightly tapering 
towards one end. Thicker end about Well-preserved. 

N. X. 07. Broom, made of grass, similar to D. 11. on (see 
description above, p. 294), but not so well preserved. 
Very brittle. See PI. LXXIII. 

N. X 08. Wing of bird. Portion of ulna and radius, and 
digital part of wing, with 7 principal quills, 8 secondary 
(over), and a few under quills of bird about size of small 
hawk. Length 8^", width i-|". Dry, but fairly perfect. 

N. xi. I. Stickdike tablet. Odv. 3 11 . Khar., black, very 
cursive, coarse. Jiev. 2 11 . do. 10^" Well-pre- 

served; warped. 

N. xii. L Stick-like tablet. Hole at one end. Oiv. 7 
columns, 3 11. each, except last, which has 2 11. Khar., 
very cursive ; numerals occur. Jiev. Faint Khar, writing, 
arranged irregularly in columns of 3 11. 142 " X i-l*. Wood 
well-preserved. 

N. xii. a. Guitar (Rabab) upper portion only. Consists 
of a small part of the shoulder where broken from the 
body, the whole of the slender and tapering neck, and 
the head. The section of neck is similar to that of 
a modern violin, and the head, hollow, is pierced laterally 
for four pegs, three of which still remain, one being 
a temporary one. Round these are still wound the remains 
of strings, one at least of which appears to be gut. The 
frets conducting strings to neck are deeply grooved. The 
neck is split and has an ancient binding of cord round it. 
A small piece of veneer remains near the shoulder, and 
a tiny peg or dowel shows where and how another piece 
was affixed. (Compare this with the instrument in painted 
panel D. n. 010, above, p. 294). i7^''xif'. See PI. 

Lxxm. 

N. xii. 3. Legs of •wooden chairs. Three similar to each 
other are very Persepolitan in design. The upper part is 
a fine conventional lion (or tiger) head, supported on 
a very arched neck, the chest thrown forward and touched 
by protruding tongue. The lower portion is fashioned 
into a lion’s hind leg, with solid hoof-like paw. Small 


wings are shown at the shoulders. The crinis forms a N. x. 
flat fillet-like band reaching from the wings to the fore- 
head. Above the head is an upright projection cut into 
a sort of hook shape at top and back, and in its lower 
part immediately above the head is the mortise with dowel 
holes, showing how the horizontal rails of the seat were 
held. The hook-like terminal was evidently for the pur- 
pose of securing a cushion by means of the well-known 
palang-doris or bed ties. The fact of these hooks being 
painted all round, including the ends, shows them to be 
complete in their present state, V-shaped markings in 
black paint up the neck (pink) represent skin or feather 
markings. The leg, from the wing downwards was dark 
brown or black. 1 7" x 31* x i|-*. 

Two legs, evidently a pair, show the leg and hoof of 
a horse, and above, the breast, neck, and head of a human 
being; in one case a female, as indicated by the contours 
and decorative line work on the breasts ; in the other, 
a male, as shown by the moustache. The transition from 
leg to figure is effected by the shaft of the leg spreading 
into a half-open lotus, out of which the figures rise. There 
are small wings indicated. Each head has a PagrI sur- 
mounted by a hooked projection as above described. 
Colours lac red, dark red, and black. 13^* X 2^" x i^*. 

N. xiii. I. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. i*x i^*. 
Transversely 1 1 . Khar., very indistinct; interval in middle. 

Rev. 9 11 . Khar., well-written ; indistinct in places. 6* x 
3|'. Very soft; broken and decayed at transverse edges. 

N. xiv. 1. Wedge under-tablet. Hole near point. Obv. 

3 II. Khar., with initial form. ; black, cursive, much covered 
by sand. Rev. i short 1 . from sq. end. Rudely incised 
cross near centre, 8^*xi-|'. Wood well-preserved, but 
much encrusted with sand, and very susceptible to damp. 

N. xiv. 01. Oblong tablet, fragment ; obtuse point at one 
end, with hole; broken at other. Blank. 4-2* X^*. 
Well-preserved. 

N. xiv. 02. Oblong tablet, fragment ; handle at one end, 
with hole; broken at other. Blank. 42*Xx|*- Well- 
preserved. 


OBJECTS EXCAVATED IN N. v. 


'H. XV. 2. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole at point; seal cav. 
1-^* from sq. end. Ohv. i 1 . Khar., between sq. end and 
cav., very cursive. Usual char, at hole. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., 
very cursive and blotted. 9 f*Xi^*Xf*. Wood well- 
preserved, 

N. XV. 3. Wedge under-tablet ; hole at point. Obv. 5 Ik 
Khar., fairly well written, generally clear ; stained. Rev. 
Traces of characters, very faint, part undecipherable. 
9Y X ij-". Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 4. Oblong tablet; hole at one corner. Obv. 
3 11 . Khar., very cursive, clear. Rev. i 1 . Khar., cursive, 
clear. 5^* x . Well-preserved. 


N. XV. 5. Rectang. cov.-tablet; seal cav. 2|"xi|*, in N, xv. 
which remains of string. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., cursive, well 
written, transversely at L. p. edge. Below seal i 1 . cur- 
sive, clear, and a few disconnected char. Rev. 6 11 . Khar., 
cursive, black. 6|-*X2f*X2*- Wood sofq dark, and 
■ chipped at ends. 

N. XV. 6, Wedge cov.-tablet ; hole at point. Obv. Seal 
cav, from sq. end. No inscription visible. Rev. 

Traces of several 11. Khar., much faded. 10 ^* X 2 ^' 

X-|*. Much discoloured and encrusted •with sand. 

Wood soft. 

N. XV. 6. a. Wedge tablet, fragment of, in 2 pieces ; 
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N. xv.‘. •' hole at point. 05 v^ 3 (?) 11 . Khar., well written; faded. 
Hev. blank, Perished. 

N. XV. 7. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole at point. Obv. Seal 
. cav. 2^'' froni sq. end. ‘ i 1 . Khar, between sq. end and 
cav. Usual char, at point, ^ev. i 1 . Khar., cursive. 
8 "x if''. Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 8. Wedge cov.-tablet, frags, of string in cav. 
Obv. Seal cav. s" from sq. end., i 1 . Khar, between sq. 
end and cav. blank. laf'xaf". Well-preserved; 

much encrusted with sand. 

N.xv.io + 86 + 190. Rectang. tablet, complete, found in 

3 pieces. Cov.-tablet (N. xv. 190). Obv. Seal cavity if" 
X 2f " X f". At L. p. edge 2 11 . Khar, transversely, finely 
written. Traces of 2 II. on R. p. edge. Hev. 5 II. Khar., 
well-written. 7f''X4"xf". Soft, discoloured, and sand- 
encrusted. 

Under-tablet broken into 2 pieces (N. xv. 10 + 86), 
Obv. 13 II. Khar., with several numerals, cursive, black, 
neatly written. Jiev. Transversely, 8 11 ., and after interval 
8 more 11 ., Khar., very cursive and badly written by 
different hands, gf" x 4". Hard and well-preserved. 

N. XV. II. Wedge tablet ; hole near point. Obv. 3 11 . 
Khar., cursive, partly deleted, blank. 

Much perished. 

N. XV. 12. a, b. Wedge tablet, complete; hole at 
.point. Cov.-tablet Obv. Seal cav. af" from sq. end; 
remains of seal clay and string, i 1 . Khar, between sq. 

■ end and cavity, very cursive. Usual char, about 1" from 
hole. jRev. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive. 

Under-tablet Obv. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, distinct, 
with initial formula. Jiev. blank, pf'x if"x i-f* (both 
together). Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 13. Wedge cov.-tablet, broken at sq. end ; hole at 
point. Obv. Seal 2" from sq. end; seal clay and string 
remain. Khar. char, at square end ; fragmentary ; char, 
traceable on opposite side of cavity. Jiev. 2 .IL Khar,, 
cursive, faint, and 1 . partly deleted, pf" X 2^^" X f". 
Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 14 + 27. Oblong tablet, tapering to one end, in 
two fragments. Obv. Traces of about 5 11 . very cursive 
Khar., mostly illegible. Jiev. Traces of several 11 . Khar.,, 
cursive, fragmentary ; one 1. partly legible. 9 x sf" x . 
Surface perished by damp in N. sv. 14; one side hard in - 
N. .xv. 27. 

N, XV, 15. Wedge under-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 

4 It. Khar., cursive, part faded; with initial formula. 

Few char, at sq. end. 'qYxiH". Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 16. Wedge under-tablet (belongs to N.xv. 26); 
hole near point. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, faded ; 

. with initial formula. Jiev. Few char, from square end. 
9f'xi-8". Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 17. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole near point; square 
end chipped. Obv. Seal cav. if" from sq. end. Few 


char, Khar, at sq. end. Jiev. t 1.- Khar., cursive, fine, 
faded, towards sq. end. 10" x 2 x f WeU-preserved, 
but appears to be sand-abraded. ' . 

N. XV. 17. a. Wedge luider-tablet ; hole near point 
■ Obv. 4 JI. Khar., very indistinct and in parts quite faded; 

probably initial formula. Jiev. Traces of 2 or more- II. 

• from sq. end. Near centre incised Svaslika, about 
82" X 2^". Bleached and abraded. 

N. XV. 18. Wedge cov.-tablet; broken at point Obv. 

r^" from sq. end, seal cav., i 1. Khar, at sq. end, cursivej 
. fine, faded. Jiev. i 1. Khar, from sq. end, similar- 
7 T ^ ^ h"" Perished and very soft 

N. XV. 19, Wedge cov.-tablet; fragment Obv. Seal . 
cav. if" from sq. end, contains clay and string, i 1., 
Khar, at sq. end, cursive, fine, faded. Jiev. blank, sff* 

, X2^"X|" Soft. 

N. xv. 20. Rectang. cov. .tablet; fragment Odp. Seal 
cav. i"x if". Traces of Khar. char, transversely at L.p. 
edge.’ Jiev. 5 11 . Khar, (ist has upper portion broken 
away), fine, cursive, faint. Loiver edge and corner burnt 
4"xi|"x^". Rather soft 

N. XV. 20. a. Oblong tablet; hole at one end. Obv. 
Traces of Khar, characters, faded. Most of surface 
bleached. Jiev. Traces of 3 II. Khar, at one end, cursive, 
faint 7|-"x 13^". Hard, but bleached and abraded. 

N, XV. 22. Wedge cov.-tablet, fragment; broken at 
point Obv. Seal cav. i^" from sq. end. A few traces 
of characters.- Jiev. Traces of i 1 . Khar. (?); surface split 
and perished, sf'x if'Xx^s-". Perished, soft, and 
. cracked. 

N. XV. 23 + 150. Oblong tablet, broken in two pieces. 
Obv. 3 II. Khar., well written, faint in N. .xv. 23, and 
almost entirely faded in N. av. 150. Rev. blank. 5 x/ 
X2^". Soft 

N. XV. 24. Wedge tablet, complete. Cov.-tablet rcmaiiis 
intact, clay seat and strings in cavity i|-" from sq. end. 
Seal (see Pk LXXI), if'xi-|", shows, deeply impressed 
from intaglio, profile figure of Athene Proraachos standing 
to L. p. On sq. setting remains of Khar, legend in relief, 
i J. Khar., black at sq. end. Rev. 3 II. Kh.ar., cursive, 

. nearly all very clear and fresh. Surface badly smoothed 
and knotty. 

Under-tablet ' Obv. 3 11 . Khar., cursive, but clear, with 
initial formula. Rev. A few char, near sq. end. Wood 
hard and well-preserved. Rather sand-encrusted outside. 

9^-" X al' X I' (covering-tab.), -J" (under-tab.). Ste 
PI.IC. 

N. XV.- 26. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N. xv, t 6 ); 
hole at point Obv. Seal cav. ij' from sq. end. Clay 
and string remain in cav. • x 1 . Khar, at sq. end, very 
cursive. Traces of char, at opposite side of cav. Usual 
char, about i' from point Rrj. 1 1 . Khar, from sq. end ; 
very cursive and blotted. io"xi 5 "x-J". Perfectly pre- 
served. ' ■ 
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N. XV. 28. Oblong tablet, obtusely pointed at one end; 
hole near pointed end. Obv. i l.+ a 11 . + i 1 . Khar., very 
faint; part faded. 2 11. in several separate items; 

faint. 5^' X Bleached and split at one end. 

N. XV. 29. Document on leather, in a pieces; frag- 
mentary. Obv. blank. Hev. Date in i short 1 . Khar., 
with numerals, cursive, clear. 6-^' x a-a". 

N. XV. 30. Wedge under- (?) tablet ; hole near point. 
Obv. Bleached and surface perished; no writing visible. 
jRev. Traces of char, at sq. end. 13-I' x 2-}". Hard, but 
surface perished in part ; bleached. 

N. XV. 3r. Wedge cov.-tablet; broken at point. Obv. 
Seal cav. i|" from sq. end; string in cavity. Bleached, 
perished, and cracked all over. Jit'v. 2 11 . Khar., cursive, 
fine, clear. Part towards point bleached and deleted. 
7 -}" X X 1%". Portion of Rev. seems to have been 
screened from damp, sun, and sand, which have warped, 
bleached, and abraded the Obv. and part of Rev. 

N. XV. 52. Wedge cov.-tablet ; hole at point. Obv. Seal 
cav. li-l'' from sq. end. All surface bleached and peeling. 
J?(v. t 1 . Khar., very cursive. Surface part bleached and 
peeled. 8|"x i^'x^". Hard. 

N. XV. 33 . Oblong tablet, tapering to both ends. Obv. 
2 columns of 3 11. each, and i 1. in addition ; very cursive 
Khar., distinct. 2 columns of 3 II. each + 1 1 . + i I. 

Khar., very cursive, Well-preserved. Broken 

at one end. 

N. XV. 34. Slip of wood, Chinese char, on Obv. ; burnt 
at one end. 3I" X Well-preserved. See PI. CXll. 

N. XV. 35. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. -J' x 
with one string-groove only. Blank. J?£v. blank. 3I" 
xr^'x^". Perfectly preserved. See Plate CV. 

N. XV. 36 -f 170. Wedge under-tablet broken in 2 pieces 
(belongs to N. xv. 119); hole near point. Obv. 4 II. 
Khar., very cursive and indistinct. J?^v. 1 1 . Khar., faded. 
81 " X 2 J". Surface soft. 

N. XV. 37. Slip of wood, Chinese char, on Obv.; frag- 
ment. 5|" X Well-preserved. See Plate CXIII. 

N. XV. 38. Rectang. cov.-tablet ; cracked at one end. 
Obv. Seal cav. with seal intact (see PI. LXXII), represent- 
ing rude head in profile to L. p. Mane-like hair, high 
cheekbones, moustache. Above seal 2 11 . Khar., black, 
cursive. Below seal and reverse way up, i 1 . Khar. JHev. 
4 11 . Khar., very black and clear. 4" x 2" x i". Well- 
preserved. 

N. XV. 39. Rectang. under-tablet, fragment. Obv. 4 II. 
Khar., cursive, clear, lowest line partly broken away. 
Hev. blank. 6^"xi|-". Wood well-preserved. 

N. XV. 40. Wedge cov.-tablet; broken at point. Obv. 
2^" from sq. end, seal cav., i 1 . Khar, at sq. end ; well 
written and very clear. Few char, at opposite side of 
cav. Usual char, towards pointed end. Stained with 


pink. Rev. blank. ro'x i|" X^". Wood perfectly N. xv. 
preserved, 

N. XV. 41. Rectang. cov.-tablet, Obv. Seal cav. r" 

X t^^". Transversely at top, 2 11 . Khar., very cursive 
and clear. Rev. 7 11 . Khar., very cursive, fairly clear.' 

4- J" X 3 X Perfectly preserved. 

N. XV. 42. Document on leather ; complete. Obv. 5 11 . 

Khar., very cursive, very black. Rev. 3 items in Khar. 

10" X 2" (average). Much discoloured and rotted. 

N. XV. 43. Document on leather, fragment. Obv. 8 11 . 

Khar., cursive, black, part deleted. Rev. blank, ai" x 3I". 

Rather buckled and perished. 

N. XV. 45. Rectang. under-tablet; unusually thick. 

Obv, 5 11 . well-written Khar., clear in places, but in some 
quite deleted. Surface bleached and cracked at one 
corner. Rev. bleached, cracked, and partially peeled. 

5- 4" X ly" x-4^". Perished at Rev, from exposure. 

N. XV. 46. Wedge cov.-tablet; fragment. Obv. Seal 
cav. i-jy' from sq. end. String in original arrangement 
remains. Traces of Khar. char, at sq. end. Rev. Traces 
of numerals along lower edge. 6 x 2^" x Bleached, - 
perished, and cracked. Portions of bark round cav. show 
method of crossing string. 

N. XV. 47. Wedge under-tablet (?); fragment. Obv. i- 
II, Khar., cursive, fairly clear, with initial formula. Rev. 

I 1 . from sq. end. 6"x Fairly preserved. 

N, XV. 48. Wedge under-tablet (?) ; fragment. Blank 
both sides. 9"xi^-". Sand-encrusted, soft and much 
broken. 

N. XV. 50-1-200. Rectang, under-tablet; fragment in 
two pieces. Obv. Seal cav. i"sq. Upper portion missing. 

Lower transversely 6 II. Khar., cursive, fine, black. Rev. 

4 11 . Khar, (imperfect), very cursive, black and clear. 
xzV X^'. Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 51. Wedge cov.-tablet ; fragment. Obv. 1 1 . Khar, 
between sq. end and seal cav. ; fine and black. Rev. 2 II. 

Khar., cursive, fairly distinct. 2|" x if" X L|" Discoloured 
and susceptible to damp. 

N. xv. 52. Wedge under -tablet ; fragment. Obv. 4 II. 

Khar, (incomplete), cursive, black and clear; with initial 
formula. Rev. 2 11 . from sq. end; probably written by 
different hands. 4" x 2^". Wood perfectly preserved. . 

N. xv. 53. Slip of wood, Chinese char, on Obv. 4I" x 
Well-preserved. See PL CXIII. 

N. xv. 54. Oblong tablet ; hole at one end. Obv. 3 11 . 

Khar., cursive, faded but fairly clear. Rev. 2 11 . Khar., 
cursive, faded and part deleted. 4-|" x if". Wood perfectly 
preserved. 

N. XV. 55-t-8i. Oblong tablet, fragment in 2 pieces. 

Obv. 5 11 . Khar., cursive, part deleted. Rev. blank. 

N. XV. 55: '9"x if"; wood perfectly preserved. N. xv. 81. 

6f"x-f". Warped and bleached. 

3 F 


Stem 
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N. XV. N.xv. 56. Rectang. CO v.-tablet; fragment. ( 93 w. Traces 
of 3 11 . Khar, below seal cav.; very cursive. Rev. i 1 . 
Khar., incomplete. 3rxi^"x|". Well-preserved; 
wood dark. 

N. XV. 57. Oblong tablet; broken at one end, hole at 
other. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., much faded. Rev. Traces of 2 
or more II. undecipherable. 5-^ x i^". Soft. 

N. XV. 58. Oblong tablet; hole at each end. Faint 
traces of characters on one side onjy. 6g"xi". Soft; 
sand-abraded. 

N. XV. 59. Slip of wood, blank. ^"x\". 

N. XV. 59. b. Slip of wood, Chinese char, on Obv. 
4-^" X Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 60. Rectang. tablet, probably seal cover. Olv. 
Notched with 3 notches on each of two opposite edges as 
though for string. Rev. Roughly cut circular depression, 
about deep. Rather soft. See PI. 

CV. 

N. XV. 61+62, Slip of wood, Chinese char, on Obv.; 
broken in 2 pieces. Well-preserved. See 

PI. CXIII. 

N. XV. 63, Rectang. under-tablet ; fragment. Obv. 5 11 . 
Khar., fine, cursive, and fairly clear. Rev. blank. Sg" x 
1^". Wood well-preserved. 

N. XV. 64. Wedge cov.-tablet; fragment. Obv. Seal 
cav. tl" from sq. end. i 1 . Khar, between sq. end and cav. 
Portions of bark remaining. Rev. 2 11 . Khar., cursive, 
well-written, black. Yf" X 2^' X I". Well-preserved. Sur- 
face perished on Obv. 

N. XV. 65. Rectang. cov.-tablet; much broken. Obv. 
Seal cav. 1 square. At L. p. edge i 1 . Khar., very cursive 
and faint, transversely; at R. p. traces of Khar. char. 
Rev. Traces of 6 11 . Khar., very cursive and faint. 52" X 
Rather soft; much split, and surface perished. 

N. XV. 66. Double- wedge tablet, complete ; hole at point. 
Cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. i^' from sq. end; remains 
of clay. I 1 . Khar, between sq. end and cav., cursive ; 
usual char, at hole. Rev. Traces of char, in centre; 
sand-encrusted. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 3 11 . Khar., cursive, well-written, 
generally very black, with initial form. Sand-encrusted. 
Rev. Few characters at sq. end. g^^xr^'x-f". Hard, 
but chipped and insect-eaten, especially Rev. of under- 
tablet. 

N. XV. 67. Wedge cov.-tablet; broken at point. Obv. 
Seal cav. from sq. end. Khar. char, on each side of 
cav. Usual char, near hole. Rev. Traces of 2 11 . Khar., 
very cursive and faint. 8|-" x i|" X |". Fairly preserved. 
Found ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 68. Wedge-shaped tablet; broken and curled at 
point. Obv. Column of 7 11 . and beyond that a single 1 . 
Khar., cursive, clearly written. Rev. blank; bleached and 
peeling. i4"x2§". Fairly hard e.xcept on surface. Found 
li ft. above floor. 


N. XV. 69. Slip of wood, Chinese char, on Obv.; 
fragment. 3"x^". Well-preserved. Found lA ft. above 
floor. See Pi. CXIII. 

N. XV. 71. Double-wedge tablet, complete ; connected 
by string passing through holes at pointed ends with 
attached pendent clay seal. Seal (see PI. LXXII) is in 
hard red clay, and contains the ends of the short string 
loop. The device is, in a circle, a somewhat coarsely cut 
male head to L. p. with bushy hair extending to nape of 
neck, moustache, heavy chin, straight and rather prominent 
nose, full eye (cf. seals B. D. 001. d, g, and h, PI. IL). 
Obv. of covering-tab. Usual seal cavity 2" from sq. end 
measures i|-", and contains some of original string. 
A few Khar, characters at square end, and others on 
opposite side of cavity. Usual formula at hole. Rev. 1 1 . 
Khar., very cursive but well-preserved. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 4 11 . Khar, very coarsely written; 
a smudge at square end. Well-preserved. Rev. A few 
Khar, characters at sq. end. x scratched in wood near 
centre. i3|''X2|"x^" (covering-tab.), (under-tab.). 
See PI. C. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 72. Slip of wood. Chinese char, on Obv. ; frag- 
ment. i|-"x^". Well-preserved. See PI. CXIV. Found 

1 ft. above floor. 

N, XV. 73. Slip of wood. Chinese char, on Obv.; frag- 
ment. s"x^". Well-preserved, writing faded towards 
broken end. See Pi. CXII. Found r ft. above floor, 

N. XV, 74. Wooden seal case. Has deep string-grooves 
at sides of cav. There is a hole through bottom of cav. 
which appears to have been made by burning. No in- 
scription. i^"xi^’'xi". See PI. CV. 

N. XV. j6 + i8j. Tablet formed of small bough, flat- 
tened on two sides by cutting; broken in 2 pieces. Obv. 

2 11 . Khar., arranged in separate items, mostly terminating 
in numerals. Rev. 4 items Khar., in 2 pairs; clear, cur- 
sive. 18" xr"(appro.ximate]y). Perfectly preserved. See 
PI. CII. 

N. XV. 77. Wedge cov.-tablet; fragment;' point end 
missing. Obv. Seal cav. if" from sq. end. Few Khar, 
char, from sq. end. Rev. i 1 . Khar., (incompi.), cursive, 
faint. 4^" X if" X f ". Perished and warped. Surface 

bleached and soft. 

N. XV. 78. Slip of wood, Chinese char, on Obv.; frag- 
ment. 3f"xf". Well-preserved. See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 79, Wedge under-tablet ; hole near point. Obv. 

4 11 . Khar., very cursive, black. Rev. i 1 . Khan, from sq. 
end, very cursive and incomplete. 93^" X iff* Hard, but 
stained and much encrusted with sand. Found r ft. above 
floor. 

N. XV. 80. Oblong tablet; fragment. Obv. Traces of 
coarsely written Khar, char., very faint. Rev. Traces 
of 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, fine, and faded. 3f " x i • 
Soft; much encrusted with sand Found i ft. above 
floor. 
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N. XV. So. a. Tablet ; fr.sgaicDt. O'v. t 1 . Klur. (iacoai- 
vcr)‘ cufjivc. AVr. b!.aik. 

N. XV. Sj. Slip of wood, Chinese cli.ir. on Obv. ; fr.ig- 
r.-.ent, jI'XiV- ^cc 1 * 1 . C.XII. 

N. XV. Sa. a. Slip of wood, Chinese chsr. on Obv.; 
fr.ign'.cn!. .A*X' Y' Sefi, -•■snd-ei-.ctu.stcd. ^cei'l. CXIV. 

N. XV. S3. Tablet; frngmen'. (V.-. Tr.’.ccsof 3 11 . Kb.ir.. 
carjivc, bi.’.ck, I'.ui obieiitcvl by wnd. /A.". b!.Uik. aj' 
X ll.ifd. -siu! abraded. 

N. XV. S.}. Wedyc cov.-tablet; lu-s’.c luar i-^in!. O!:-. 
Seal c.av. 1^' ffup.i f.j. end. 1 1 . very finely v.hiic.s Kliar. 
bclv.cca iij. end .and tav. Unu! char, at lielc. A',;’, 
lii.'.nk. .v a* .X 4'- Vi'cli-jiicictacd. WosaI c.xttc:f.cly 
b..afd. 

N. x\'. Ss- Slip of wood, Chinese char, oa Obv. ; f;.!,:.'- 
tr.cnt. ^'dblcJ by jcdcn*. at me end. Sec 

ri cxiv. 

N. XV. S7-f3oS. RccUtiiiJ. under-lablcl; brckcii in a 
j icCCf.. 7 il K 5 ;ar., very cUt>i‘.c, { at: deleted i»y 

rand. A<r. ll.vnk. Hat,!, juir.cd, and mnd- 

enctuatc.l. 

N. XV. SS. Document on leather; eonip’.ctc let .dightiy 
datnagciL Orr. nil. Ki,'.?.. ‘.ery dear and b'.acn ; ci;e 
siicrt L at bottom edge. A’rr. Ttacej of tha.*. tT* 

Wdbj.tciervcd. but iiticct-vatca in j lacei. b'ce i'L XCil. 

X. XV. Sg. Wedge cov.-tablet; i.c'.c near voint. 

Sea! c.'.v. ja' Uu'in up ctid. 1 !. Kiiar., very cntnvc f(<nii 
..'P end , tia''.'ti cl.'... I. car l.o.e. A/.*, t 1 . ivi.ar., very 
ctirsiw, Hack, ••vr.J badly "Anitcn. ?i' x 1 J' la*- \’**d!* 
p.’eicrvtd: wood tcry bard. 

N. XV. 90. Wedge under* (.') tablet ; frasn-.c.st. 0 ::\ 
'rraecs of very c'jfjivc Klu.n c.har. A’.-.-, blink, a^'x.;'* 
Charted at one end. 

N. XV. gi. Wedge under-tablet ; l.o!.* near jxiint. Oh\ 
4 11 . Khar., Very cutiiie, black, iic.itly all quite legiHc; 
initial fo.nn. AVr. 1 ;hort 1 - Kh.ir. from sq. end. g,'.;'' 
H.ird, ■.vcl)-j,!c;cncd. 

N. .XV. 93. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole near pcinl, Olv. 
Seal cav. 1 1 ' from iq, end. j 1 , Kliar. from 4.p end, very 
curiive; usual char, near hole. AVr. blank. 

X 3*. Weed hard and '.vell-prcscrved. 

N. .XV. 92. a. Takhtl-shaped (ablet; hole at handle. 
Olv. Apparently g iieins in tao columns Khar., very 
cursive. Am. 5 items similar to Obverse, g'xaj'* 
Very hard. 

N. XV. 93. a, b. Slip of wood, Chinese char., complete 
but broken in a pieces, g^' x 3*- I'erfcclly preserved. 
See PI. CXIII. 

N. XV, 95. Rectang. cov.-tablet, Olv. Seal cav. y sq.; 
2 11 . Khar., transversely at L. p. edge, very faint. Am, 
7 11 . Khar., very cursive and faint. 4 3* x 2 2 ' X 3 '. Wood 
hard, but susceptible to damp. 
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N. XV. 9G-1-335. Wedge under-tablet; broken in a 
piece.*, 01 :'. Cl !b (incomplete) Ivliar., cursive, neatly 
written; initial form. A’m. i b, cursive, coarse, from L. p. 
end. gj' X t Y- WiK'al very hatd. 

N. XV. 97. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole mar itoint, Olv. 
Seal c,iv. jJ 3 'ftom sq. end. i I. Kliar. from stp end. 
Very cur-iive, Idack. Usual char, at hole. AVr*. bl.tnk. 
loJ/Xil'x-Y* Wood very h.ird and \vcll-prc;.ervcd. 
FiiUitil 3^ ft. above lloor. 

N. XV. gS. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole (broken) near point. 
f-‘.!r-. .Seal cav. in which remains of seal (probalily Pallas 
.\thctrc) and siring'. L'ciwcc/i cav. and rip cm! r 1 . Khar. 
Very cutsii-a .ind indistinct. Char, usually at hole, ate in 
ease about t Y ttv.-iy, AVt*. blank. iO|Yxi,YX|';* 
V,\cd h.ird and wc!I-j>.'c-*.cfcciL Siaincil and sand-cn- 
ci-uticd. Found j-J ft. alovc tluor. 

X, XV. 99. Latli-like (ablet; i-oitKcil roughly one end, 
broken at oilier. Olv. a 11 . Khar., very cursive, nnich 
fadc.l am! .'^ragmentary. AVr*. bl.ir.k. T^'xi’,'' Wood 
hard. Hncrustcd v'iih sand. Found -above lloor. 

X. XV. too. sup of wood, Chlncae char,; fragment, 
.xYxY;'- iip-'it. See Pi. C.XIl. Found nbove 
tloor. 

X. XV. tot. Document on leather; fragment. O’v, 7 II, 
Khar, cursive. Hack, iiicontpicic. A’m. blank, b'xaj'. 
Leather fairly pte-erved. but torn. Found 3^ ft. above 
.'lo.ir. See I’l. XCI. 

X. XV. loi. a. Slip of wood, Chineno char.; fragment. 
.iTx Wclbprct-ctvcd. Fo’Jiul 3J ft. above lloor. 
.'^ee PI. ex IV. 

N. XV. 103 . Wedge cov.-tablet ; bole near point. Olv. 
Sc.il C.V.*. 13* from sip end. t I. Kii.ir., from sq. end, 
very cursive. Usual char, at bole. A’or-, blank. 10* x a' 
X j'. Wood Itard, well-preserved, s.ind-cncrustcd. 

N. XV. 103. Rcctang. cov.-tablet ; fragment. Olv. s\t 
L. p. edge 2 II. Kliar., on K. p. edge 3 !!., all transversely. 
Very cursive, faded. Akr*. 3 II. Khar., coarse, cursive, and 
f.ukd. 43 'xiY*<a* Well-preserved. Wood seems 
lighter botli in colour ami weight than the m.ijority of 
i.lblcts. 

N. XV. 105. Wedge under-tablet; hole ne.tr point. Olv. 
3 ih Kli.tr., cur.-,ive, mostly cle.tr; initial form. Stained 
by wet in jilacc-.s. Heart wood dark. A’m*. Few char, at 
sq. end. S Y x t ,Y- Tcry hard, well-preserved. 

N. XV. 106. Wooden pen or style of tamarisk, split 
at point. Horn knob, 13' long, at other end, crenellated, 
fitted with polislicil conical top which is intended to serve 
as burnisher. 63 " x .]'. See PI. CV. 

N. XV. 107. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole nc.ar point; frag- 
inent. Olv. 3 char. Khar.. 2Y from point. Usual char, 
at hole. Am. End of i I. Khar., very cursive, quite clear. 

•4 iV X t l Y- Wood hard aiul well-preserved. 

3 F 2 


N. 
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N. XV. N. XV. 108 + 113. Doublo-wedge tablet, cut short and 
sq.-ended; written in usual manner of rectang. tablet. 
Cov.-tablet. 05 v. Seal cav. 1^" from sq. end.' 3 11. Khar, 
in space betw'een sq. end and cav. transversely, cursive. 
Hev. 5 11 . Khar., very cursive, fine, but the ink has run in 
some places. 

Under-tablet. 05 v, 5 11 . Khar., cursive, closely written, 
blurred in places. Jiev. Few char, at broad end. 5^" x 
Hard and well-preserved. 

N. XV. log. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 
6 "xY. Well-preserved. See PI. CXIII. 

N.xv. no. Document on leather ; fragment. Ofe. 4 11. 
(3 incomplete) Khar., cursive, black. There seem to be 
traces of writing erased by insects towards lower part. 
J?ea. 3 words Khar. 4I" x 4^". Well-preserved. Found 
I ft. above floor. 

N. XV. III. Slip of wood, intended for Chinese char., 
fragment; blank. Well-preserved. Found 1 ft. 

above floor. 

N, XV. ni. a. Rectang. under-tablet ; fragment. 03 v. 
In centre depression 2 col. of 4 11 . each Khar., very cursive, 
black and clear. On R. p. thick end, transversely, 1 I. 
Khar. 4 col. ist and 4th four 11 , each, 2nd five 11 ., 

3rd two 11 . One 1 . transversely through 4th col. Cursive. 
X if". Wood hard and well-preserved. 

N. XV. 113. Document on leather. 03 o. 5 11 . Khar., 
very clear and black. A short 1 . at lower edge. Hev. 2 
fragmentary 11 . gf" x 5". In good condition. 

N. XV. 114. Document on leather, fragment. 03 a. 6 11 . 
Khar., cursive, black, well-ivritten. J?ev. blank. 6-|" x 2|". 
Stained and partly rotted. 

N. XV. U4. a. Wedge cov.-tablet; 2 holes near point. 
03 a. Seal cav, if" from sq. end. i 1 . Khar, from sq. end, 
very cursive. blank. 8"x2"xf". Wood hard, 

encrusted with sand. 

N. XV. 115. Wedge cov.-tablet ; hole near point, 03 v. 
Seal cav. if" from sq. end. i short 1 . Khar, at sq. end; 
usual char, at point. J?ea. blank, i of" x if' X f". Wood 
hard and well-preserved ; sand-encrusted. 

N, XV. 116, Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 
2f" X Well-preserved. See PI. CXIII. 

N. XV. 117, Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 
5f" X ^". Fairly preserved. See PI. CXIII. 

N.xv. 118. Wedge under-tablet ; hole near point ; broken 
and imperfect. 03 a. 4 11 . Khar., small and cursive ; faint 
in places. Beginning of first 2 11 . broken away. J?ea. 
blank. 8J-" X if". Hard and well-preserved. 

N. XV. 119. Wedge cov.-tablet (belongs to N.xv.36 + 170); 
hole near point. 03 o. Seal cav. if" from sq. end. i 1 . 
Khar, between sq. end and cav., cursive, fine, usual char, 
at hole. J?ea. i 1 . Khar, in centre, well-written and black. 
SJ-l'xiff'xl"- Wood extremely hard; centre shows 
dark heart wood. 


N. XV. 120. Lath-like tablet; fragment; obtuse point at 
one end. 03 a. 2 11 . Khar, ending in numerals; cursive. 
i?«». blank, if" x f". Hard, well-preserved. 

N. XV. 121. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole at point. 03 v. Seal 
cav. 1 1 " from sq. end. i 1. Khar, at sq. end. Usual char, 
at hole. Between cav. and point two crosses scratched 
with sharp instrument. jRta. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, 
and much faded. 9f"x i|"x|". Wood hard and well- 
preserved. Found if ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 122. Lath-like tablet; obtuse point at one end. 
03 a. 2 11 . Khar., cursive, black and clear. J?ea, 3 11 . Khar., 
cursive, black and clear, with numerals. 7|-" x ff". Heart- 
wood dark ; well-preserved. Found if ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 122. a. Label-shaped tablet; hole at pointed end, 
03 a. 2 11 . Khar., cursive, very faint; sand-encrusted. 
J?ea. 3 11 . Khar., very indistinct. 4" x|". Hard and well- 
preserved. : 

N, XV. 123. Slip of wood, Chinese char,; fragment. 
3f"x|". Well-preserved. See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 124. Wedge tablet ; fragment ; probably hole at 
point, broken. Few Khar. char. j?«'. blank. 2|"xf". 
Sand-encrusted and abraded. 

N. XV. 125 +127. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment 
in 2 pieces. 5"x-j^". Fairly hard. See PI. CXIV. 

N. XV. 126. Oblong tablet ; fragment. 03 a. 2 11 . Khar., 
very indistinct. iSet;, blank. 2|"x-|". Hard. 

N. XV. 128. Rectang. under-tablet ; fragment, 03 a. 
Traces of Khar. char. J?{a. blank. 4 |" X f". 

N. XV. 129. Oblong tablet; fragment. 03 a. 2 11 . Khar. 

. containing numerals. J?ea. blank, gf' X f". 

N, XV. 130. Oblong tablet ; fragment. 03 a, 2 11. Khar., 
very cursive, ist 1. divided into three by two intervals, 
blank. 8|-"x|". Hard, well-preserved, 

N. XV. 131. Rectang. under-tablet. 03 a. 7 II. Khar, 
very coarse and cursive, but clear. iJeo. blank. 8| X 315 • 
Hard and well-preserved. 

N.xv, 132. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole at point. Piece of 
cotton rug attached to clay in seal cav, 03 v. Seal cav. 
if" X if". Faint traces of Khar. char, at sq. end and at 
hole. Rev. Traces of 2 11 . Khar., very cursive .and covered 
with clay and sand. 8" x i|" x f". Rather soft on surface, 

N. XV. 133. Wood carving, miniature grotesque lion or 
Chmese dog. Statant, regardant, tail reflexed over back 
and very soft, hlouth slightly open, showing tongue. 
Each pair of legs (fore and hind) made into one solid 
piece. Carving very rough, and inartistic. Legs broken. 
Length i|", height if". See PI. LXX. 

N. XV. 133. a. Red clay seal contained in wooden recep- 
tacle. Device, within a circle of beads or cable, an eagle 
flying with outstretched wings and talons; tail broad and 
square at end. Workmanship inferior. The c.asc is » 
roughly squared piece of wood, 2" long, i f " wide, i tine ' , 
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sides and angles rounded, in which a cavity about i" sq. 
has been made, with 3 coarse saw-cuts passing across it 
for string grooves. Portions of string remain beneath the 
seal. Probably attached to some document or other 
consignment; cf. N. xv. 74. See PI. LXXII. 

N. XV. 133. b. Clay seal, grey, roughly circular, having 
fragments of woollen string embedded in it. Device, in 
low relief, within a circle, a gryphon, rampant, regardant, 
with bifurcate reflexed tail. In general proportion it 
more resembles a hippogryph, but tail and feet seem to 
be those of the gryphon. Neck very long and slender, 
and long sweep of line from back of head to end of belly 
bold and good. The one visible wing is well placed, 
springing accurately from shoulder. Head broken away, 
only end of beak being visible. Clay extremely fine and 
dense; perhaps mixed with a wax or mucilage to bind 
it. Diameter i-J". (Cf. N. 006.) See PI. LXXII. 

N. XV. 134. Rectang. under-tablet; two long cracks. 
Ob'o. 7 H. Khar., very cursive, clear. Rev. blank. 8-^-' x 3". 
Hard. 

N. XV. 135. Wedge under-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 4 
11. Khar., generally illegible because of incrustations of 
sand, clay, and straw ; initial form. Rrv. t 1 . Khar, from 
sq. end. Condition similar to Obv. g.y x 2^. . Hard. 

N. XV. 136. Wedge under-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 
3 11, Khar., vary finely written ; initial form. Rev. 1 1 , from 
sq. end, very cursive, ii^xig'. Hard; well-preserved. 

N. XV. 137. Double-wedge tablet, complete- Seal (sec 
PI. LXXI), in good condition, shows Pallas Athene, deep 
sunk, with elliptical mouldings surrounding. Cov.-tablet. 
Obv. 2^" from sq. end, seal cav, i short 1 . Khar, at 
sq. end. Usual char, at hole. Rev. blank. 

Under-tablet. Obv. 5 11 . Khar., very clear and black. 
Rev. I 1 . Khar, from sq. end. 4 11 . in diflferent hand, very 
scratchy. 11" x 2^". Perfectly preserved. Sec PI. XC VIII. 

N. XV. 138. Rectang, cov..tablet; chipped at corners. 
Obv. Seal cav. 2^" x i-^". i 1 . Khar, at L. p. edge, trans- 
versely, incomplete. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, black, 
faded in parts, incomplete, df" x 3^" X U-". Hard, dis- 
coloured, encrusted with sand and refuse. 

N. XV, 139. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 
Well-preserved. See PI. CXIII. 

N. XV. 140. Double-wedge tablet, complete; hole at 
point. Cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. 1^" from sq. end. 
1 1 . Khar, at sq. end. Usual char, at hole. Rev. 2 II. 
Khar., very cursive, black and clear. 

Under-tablet. Obv, 3 II. Khar., very cursive, clear, 
except near sq. end and centre. Initial form. Rev. i 1 . 
Khar, from sq. end. 9" x if" X •g*’. Hard, well-preserved, 
wood dark. 

N. XV. 141. Oblong tablet, round-pointed at one end, 
obtuse-pointed at other. Obv. 3 11 , Khar., very cursive 
and faded. Rev. blank. 5^" x f". Well-preserved,- 


N. XV. 142-1- 147 -h 148. Tablet; fragment in 3 pieces N. xv. 
Obv, 2 11 . Khar., cursive, black. Rtv. blank. 5-|" x 
Wood well-preserved. 

N. XV. 143. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 

Seal cav. from sq. end. i 1 . Khar., very cursive and 
coarse, on both sides of cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. 

I 1 . Khar., very cursive and black. 9" x 2" X Well- 
preserved. Most of the string remains, showing method 
of fastening. 

N. XV. 145. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 
fi'F ^ y- Perfectly preserved. See PI. CXIV, 

N. XV. 146. Oblong tablet. Obv. 3 11 , Khar., cursive, 
faded. Rev. blank, 45®g"xig". Hard, well-preserved, 
but sand-encrusted. 

N. XV. 149, Document on leather; fragment. Obv. 

8 11 . Khar., cursive, black, incomplete. Rev. i 1 . Khar., 
faint. 3g"X3a-". Much stained and rotted at edge. 

Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV, 151. Rectang. double tablet, complete, retaining 
original fastening and unopened. Obv. Seals (2) much 
damaged. That to R. p. appears to contain more than 
one figure. To L. p. apparently a head to L. p., but 
doubtful. Seal cav. 2%" x To L. p. 3 11 . Khar,, 
very cursive, transversely. To R. p, 2 11 . Khar,, trans- 
versely. Rev. blank. String complete, broken in one 
place only. Tablets damaged at one end, and under- 
tablet much cracked. Susceptible to damp. 

N. XV. 152. Slip of wood, Chinese char, on Obv.; 
broken at upper end. 6^''xf''. Perfectly preserved. 

See PI. CXIII. 

N. XV. 153. Rectang. cov.-tablet; broken at one corner 
and along one edge. Obv. Seal cav. if'xig". At 
L, p. end, transversely, i 1 . Khar., very cursive ; also end 
of a 2nd 1 . (?). Rev. blank. 6f |" x a X Hard. 

N. XV, 154. Rectang. cov.-tablet; seal cav. i-|-" sq. 

Obv. 4 11 . lUiar. transv. at L. p. end ; 3 II. Khar, transv. 
reverse way at R. p. end, very cursive. Rev. 9 11 . Khar., 
very cursive; blotted but clear. 7T^X4|''. Well-pre- 
served. See PI. XCVII. 

N. XV. 154. a -f 157. Rectang. under-tablet; fragment in 
3 pieces. Obv. 6 11 . Khar., very imperfect. Rev. blank. 

5^"x afl". Perished, much abraded. Found i ft. above 
floor. 

N, XV. 155. Rectang. double tablet, complete, found in- 
tact with fastening and seals ; opened at British Museum, 
Cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. 2f"xif", with two seals 
(see PI. LXXII), upper, circular, broken, showing hair of 
male head tied in topknot. Lower, elliptical, showing 
female bust, turned to L. p., holding in raised R. p. hand 
flower or mirror (?), wearing Uara, and surrounded by 
elliptical mouldings. On L. p. edge 2 11 . Khar, trans- 
versely, R. pr. blank. Rev. r short 1 , Khar., black. 
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Under-tablet. Obv. 7 11. Khar., very cursive, clear. 
Rco. blank. 6^ x 2|-|' x i-J-' (both tablets). See PL XCV. 
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Under-tablet. Olv. 7 11 . Khar, clear ; black ink. Rev. 
blank. Wood well-preserved. 6^" x 3" (nearly) x 
Found 3 ft. above floor. See PI. XCIV. 

N. XV. 156. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. i|" 
X R. p. edge notched tooth-like. 1 1 . Khar, and 2 
disconnected characters, transversely, very cursive, and 
faint. Rev. i 1 . Khar., very cursive, faint, part covered 
by encrusted sand. 4i''x Hard, well-preserved. 

Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 158. Rectang. under-tablet. Obv. 9 11 . Khar., 
very coarse and cursive. Rev. blank. 7!" x si"- Soft, 
sand-encrusted and stained. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 159. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. 3" 
X i^". Clay remains, probably of a double seal. 4 string- 
grooves. At top traces of 2 11 . Khar. Sand-encrusted. 
Rev. Traces of 5 11 . Khar. Surface much abraded, and 
sand-encrusted. 5^" X 3^" x J". Soft. Found 3 ft. above 
floor. 

N. XV. 160. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. i|" 
X 3'i^'’. On R. p. edge 3 11 . Khar, transverse, very faint 
and cursive. L. p. i 1 . Khar, transverse, very faint and 
cursive. Rev. 5 11 . lUiar., very cursive, distinct. 8-|"x 
■iV ^ H’* Rather soft. Slightly sand-encrusted. See PL 
XCVI. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 162. Rectang. under-tablet; chipped at lower 
edge. Obv. 7 11 . Khar., cursive, decipherable only in 
parts. ^luch sand-encrusted. Rev. blank. 5 X 2^". 
Soft. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 163. Rectang. cov.-tablet, raised in middle to 
thickness. Obv. Two seals (see PI. LXXIl) in middle 
transversely, impressed in grey clay. L. seal, male head 
turned to L., high, raised from concave background 
with plain rims ; R. seal, male (?) head, turned to R., 
high, raised on flat background, with higher ribbed 
rim -I". Traces of r line Khar, on R. p. edge trans- 
verse ; also I 1 . tranverse on L. p. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., bold 
hand. 9" x 3^^. Well-preserved. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 164. Document on leather, almost complete. 
Obv. 6 11 . Khar., cursive, black; 4th, 5th, and 6lh 11 . 
incomplete, i short 1 . near lower edge. Rev. 3 items 
in Khar., rather indistinct. lo^xsl". Well-preserved. 
Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 165. Rectang. cov.-tablet ; broken at one corner. 
Obv. Seal cav. At L. p. edge, transversely, 

3 11 . Khar., cursive, indistinct ; on R. p. 2 11. Khar., cursive, 
part indistinct. Rrv. 2 11 . Khar., fragmentary. Si^g'xG' 

X Soft, .abraded, stained, and sand-encrusted. 

N. XV. 166. Rectang. double tablet, complete. Cov.- 
tablet. Obv. Seal ij'sq. (see PL LXXI); device Pallas 
Athene to L. p., in cameo, surrounded by elliptical 
borders. Deep impression. Clay mi.xed with hair. 
Transversely at L. p. edge 2 11 . Kh.ar., cursive, black; on 
R. p. r 1 . similar. Strings (which have been cut with 
knife) hang fiom R. p. side. Rrv. 2 11 . Kii.ar., cursive, 
black, 


N. XV. 167. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Two raised seals (see 
PL LXXIl) in grey clay, transversely, over broken strings. 
Seal R. p. 4 Chinese characters, lapidary, divided by cross 
11 ., two lower appar. identical. Seal L. p., female he.ad 
turned to L. p. holding flower in hand ; head wearing 
cap (?) with parallel folds ; hair-knob (?) or large button on 
top ; R. ear elongated ; lips parted, drapery below neck. 
On L. p. edge 3 11 . Khar, transversely ; on R. p. 2 11 . Khar, 
transversely. Rev. blank. s'^xgL Well-preserved. 

N. XV. 168. Document on leather; fragment. Obv. 6 11 . 
Khar., incomplete, very cursive; black. Ra’. blank. 
4^"X2|''. Well-preserved. See PL XCII. 

N- XV. 169. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment, 
if* X Fairly preserved. See PI. CXIII. 

N. XV. 172. Takhtl-shaped tablet; hole in handle, broken 
at sq. end. Obv. 2 11 . Kliar., cursive, faint. liurn mark 
on handle. Rev. 3 11 . Khar., very' cursive, faint. 6 ^" x r J*. 
Soft, sand-encrusted. 

N. XV. 173 4- 06. Rectang. double tablet, complete. Cov.- 
tablet. Obv. Seal cav. i-J* sq. At L. p. edge 2 11 . Khar, 
transversely, cursive, faint, sand-encrusted. Clay in cav. 
Rrv. blank. 

Under-tablet in a pieces. Obv. 5 11 . Kliar,, faint, and 
in some parts quite faded. Writing small and neat. Sand- 
encrusted. Rev. blank. 8 J* x 3-f'. Soft and warped. 

N. XV. 174. Oblong tablet, rounded at one end, squire 
at other. Obv. 3 JL Khar., faint and cursive. Rev, 4 IL 
Khar., faint and cursive; sand-encrusted, 4 j*Xia*’ 
and perished, 

N. XV. 175. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment, 
1 - 1 * X^". Well-preserved. See PL CXI V. 

N. XV. 175. a. Rectang. cov.-tablet ; one corner broken. 
Obv. Seal cav. a^x i-f*. At L, p. edge a lUnan, very 
cursive, part indistinct. blank. 6i^a*X4*X • Soft. 

N. XV. 176, Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 
2^*Xipj*. Fairly preserved. See PL CXllf. 

N. XV. 177. Oblong tablet, hole near centre of lower edge. 
Obv. 6 items in Khar., cursive. Sand-encrusted. Ai-- 
blank. 7*X2i’3*. Hard. 

N. XV. 178-1-183-1-186. Rectang. cov.-tablet, in 3 flap 
nients. Obv. Seal cav. i^'x t^*. 2 11 . Kh.ir. tr.in3v«=e!>- 
at L. p. edge, very cursive. Re:'. 6 11 . Khar., 
fairly clear, deleted by hole in centre. 7 u ^-a ■ 

Wood hard. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 179. Wedge under-tablet ; hole nc.ar point. 

4 11 . Khar., very cun-ive, partly ticleted, with initial Httn. 
Part broken. Rev, Some char, at sq. end, very imii>:m*‘- 
t'-'xiJ-^'. Hard. Found 2 ft. .above floor. 

Id Id 
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N. XV. i8o. Wedge under-tablet ; hole at point ; cracked 
at sq. end. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., cursive, part deleted, with 
initial form. Rev. Few char, at sq. end. iqj'xag". 
Hard, sand-encrusted. Found ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 183. Document on leatlier. Obv. 4 II. Khar., 
cursive ; rather scratchy. Part deleted where leather is 
destroyed. iJo;. blank. lo'xa-i*. hlucli destroyed and 
discoloured. Found 6 in. above floor. 

N. XV. 184. Oblong tablet; hole at one end. Obv. a 
columns, 6 11. each -h a 11. in lOiar., cursive; part very 
black, part deleted.- Rev. blank, s^'x a'. Found aj ft. 
above floor. 

N. XV. 185. Takhti-shaped tablet ; hole in handle. Olv. 

3 11 . Khar., very cursive; many numerals. Rrv. blank. 
9" X 3'i'. Hard, well-preserved. Found a ft. above floor. 
See Pi" Cl. 

N. XV. 187. Wedge cov.-tablet ; hole near point (whieh 
is cut off square). Obv. Seal cav. a^^j' from sq. end. 

1 !. Khar, on either side of cav. Usual char, near hole. 
Rev. 2 11 . Khar., very cursive. is'xal'XiV- Hard, 
well-preserved. Found 2^- ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 188. sup of wood, ClUnese char.; fragment. 
Sj'x-j^'. Well-preserved. Found 2>} ft. above floor. 
See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 189. SUp of wood, Chinese char.; fragment, 
al'x-^". Well-preserved. Found 2 ft. above floor. See 
PI. CXIII. 

N. XV. 191. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment, 
i.^'x-^". Soft. Found 23 ft. above floor, close to 
N. XV, 192. See Pi. CXII. 

N. XV. 193. SUp of wood, Chinese char.; fragment in 

2 pieces, 4-|'xlf'. Soft. Found 2-^ ft. above floor. 
See PI. CXIV. 

N. XV. 193. Rectang. tablet; fragment, cut at both ends. 
Obv. 2 11 . Khar., very cursive ; incomplete ; rather faded. 
Rev. blank. aJ^j'xi-J'. Well-preserved. Found 3 ft. 
above floor. 

N. XV. 194. Wedge under-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 

3 11 . Khar., very cursive, black, with initial form. Rev. i 
I. from sq. end. S^xi^". Hard, well-preserved. Found 
i-| ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 195. Wedge cov.-tablet; broken at point. Obv. 
Seal cav, if" from sq. end. i 1 . Khar, from sq. end; very 
cursive. Usual char, near hole. Rev. 4 11 . Khar., very 
cursive. Part deleted by sand. 8"x i-a"x-2". Hard. 
Found 4 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. ig6. Rectang. double tablet, complete, unopened. 
Cov.-tablet. Oiz;. (see Pi, LXXII). Seali-^"sq. Device, 
in centre, a square surrounding dot. From each outer 
corner of square a line diagonally, terminating at outer 
end in crescent, in centre of which a dot. Between these 


diagonals a boll sliape. At L. p. edge transversely 2 11 . 
Khar., very cursive. At R. p. edge transversely, a 11 . Khar., 
very cursive. 

Under-tablet. Rev. (see PI. XCIV) blank. String intact 
showing method of tying. 4|-J-"x i-^'x-f". Perfectly 
preserved. Found sh ft. above floor, 

N. XV. 197. Document on leather; complete but damaged. 
Obv. 8 11 . Khar., very cursive; blotted and deleted in 
parts. Rev. 4 items, very indistinct. Sf'x.f". Much 
eaten and deleted. Found i ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 198. Oblong tablet, pointed at one end, in 2 
pieces. Flole near point ; part missing. Obv. i 1 . Khar., 
cursive, very faint. Rev. blank. 8" x i Soft. Found 
3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 199. Oblong tablet, round ends ; hole at each end. 
Obv. I 1 . Khar., cursive, faint but legible. Rn). 2 11 . Khar., 
cursive, black, part effaced by semping, 10^" x 2" x . 
Harti, well-preserved. Found 2 ft, above floor. 

N. XV. 301 . Document on leather, complete, Obv. 5 II. 
Khar., rather faded ; cursive, i 1 , near lower edge. Rev. 
3 items Khar. SJ-'x-tf'. Leather buckled, causing 
distortion to writing. Found 6 in. above floor. 

N. XV. 303 . Wedge cov.-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 
Seal cav. a" from sq, end. i 1 . Khar, between sq. end 
and cav., very cursive. Usual char, about i" from hole. 
Rrj. i 1 . Khar., very cursive, clear. 93" x 2" x Well- 
preserved. Found 6 in. above floor. 

N. XV. 203. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; nearly com- 
plete. SJ'xi'Y- Well-preserved, Found 8 in. above 
floor. See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 304. Oblong tablet ; notch in centre on each edge. 
Obv. i 1 , Khar., cursive, part deleted. Rev. blank, 5I" x 
25". Hard, well-preserved. 

N. XV. 205. Rectang. cov.-tablet ; fragment. Obv. blank, 
Rrv. A few Khar. char. ; fragmentary. 3" x i-f" x 

Soft and perished. 

N. XV. 206. Oblong tablet, notch in each short edge, 
also probably in upper edge ; broken at upper edge. 
Obv. 3 II. Khar., cursive, fine and black, e.vcept where 
perished by damp. Rev. blank, Rather 

soft. 

N. XV. 207. Slip of wood, Chinese char. ; fragment, 
* 0- X rff • 

N. XV, 300. Wedge under-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 
2 11 . Khar., closely and finely written; and 1 . black. 
Initial form. Rev. Few char, at sq. end. 9^-0" X t^". 

. Hard and well-preserved. Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 301-1-321, Wedge under-tablet; broken in two 
pieces. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, clear. Initial 
• form. Rev. Few char. from. sq. end. 8-|" x i-|-" and 
6" x-i-|". Well-preserved. N. xv. 301 found 2 ft,, N. xv. 
321 found 2^ ft. above floor. 


N.xv. 



408 


THE ANCIENT,. SITE BEYOND THE NIYA RIVER 


[Chap. XI 


N.xv. N. XV. 302 + 313. Rectang. under-tablet ; fragmentary, in 
2 pieces. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, black. Rtv. blank. 

ixf^j aitd 3" resp. Hard and well-preserved. 
N. XV. 302 found 2 ft., N. xv. 313 i ft. above floor. 

N. XV, 303. Wedge under-tablet ; hole at point. Obv. 
4 11 . Khar., very cursive, generally black and clear. Rev. 
Few char, at sq. end, 9^" x i|". Hard and well-pre- ■ 
served. Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 304. Document on leather; complete. Obv. 

6 11 . Khar., cursive, black and clear, i 1 . at lower edge. 
Rev. I short 1 . 8^" x 4^". One corner cut away, with- ■ 
out loss to document. Well-preserved. Found 2 ft. 
above floor. 

N. XV. 305. Document on leather; complete. Obv. 
10 11 . Khar., cursive, uneven. Hole in leather; r short 1 , 
at bottom. Rev. 3 items Khar., lo^xsf". Well-pre- 
served. Found 2 ft. above floor. See PI. XCIII. 

N. XV. 306. Wedge cov.-tablet ; hole near point. Obv. 
Seal cav. r^" from sq. end. r 1 . Khar, at sq. end. 
Char, at hole faint. Rev. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive, thin 
and generally clear. 7f"x 1^" xY> Hard and well-pre- 
served. Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 307. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole near point. Obv.. 
Seal cav. 2" from sq. end. Well-preserved clay seal (see 
PI. LXXI). Pallas Athene to L. p., deep sunk, in elliptical 
border. Between sq. end and seal i 1 . Khar. On oppo- 
site side of seal x 1 . Khar., cursive, clear. Char, at hole 
differ from those usually found there. Rev. Few chara,cters 
at sq. end. io|"x a^^xf". Well-preserved. Found 
2 ft. above floor. 

N, XV. 309. Rectang. under-tablet; fragment. Obv. 

4 11 . Khar., cursive, well-written, clear. Rev. blank. 6^ 

X Hard. 

N. XV. 310. Document on leather; complete. Obv.. 

7 11 . Khar., very cursive, black, plear, excepting fast line. 
Short line at lower edge. Rev. 3 items Khar, 8f" x 5^". 
Well-preserved. Found ft, above floor. See PI. XCI. 

N. XV. 311. Wedge cov.-tablet. ; hole at point. Obv. 
Seal cav. i|-" from sq. end, i 1 . Kl;ar. between sq. end 
and cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. blank. 9" x 2" x Jf". 
Well-preserved. Found ft. above floor. 

Ijl. XV. 312. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole near point. Obv. 
Seal cav. from sq. end. i 1 . Khar, between sq. .end 
and seal cav. Usual char, at hole. Rev. 4 II. Khar., very 
cursive and clear. 9|" X if" X i". Well-preserved. Found 
I J ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 314. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; complete. 

Perfectly preserved. Found ft. above floor. 
See PI. CXIII. 

N. XV. 315. Slip of wood, Chinese, char. ; fragment. 

Well-preserved. Found i ft. above floor. See 

PI. CXIII. 


N. XV. 316. Rectang. cov.-tablet; fragment. Obv. 2 
Khar, characters at L. p. edge transversely. >Rrv. i 1. 
Khar., very cursive, faded, incomplete, af" x i-l'xl*. 
Well-preserved ; light wood. Found 2| ft. above floor.' 

N.xv. 317. Wedge under-tablet ; hole near point. Obv. 

4 II. Khar., very cursive, black, and clear. Rev. i 1 . Khar., 
very cursive. 9" x if". Hard, well-preserved. Found 
2 ft, above floor. 

N. XV. 318. Wedge under-tablet; hole near point; 
broken at top edge. Obv. 4 II. Khar., very cursive ; quite 
clear ; with initial form. Rev. i 1, .Khar., very cursive. 
1 1" X if". Well-preserved. Found i J ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 319. Document on leather; fragment. Obv. 

5 11 . Khar., very cursive, clear, and black, i short line at 
lower edge. Rev. 3 items Khar. iif"x4f". Well- 
preserved, but part missing at upper R. p. corner. Found 
i ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 319. a. Cutting from prepared sheep-skin; 
irregular shape. Blank. 

N. XV, 320. Rectang, under-tablet. Obv. 2 11 . Khar., 
cursive, black, and clear, blank. 5-|"xi-|", Hard, 
much sand-encrusted. Found 8 in, above floor. 

N. XV, 322. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Seal cav. i^'xi". 
Obv. 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, badly writen ; transversely 
at L. p. Rev. 6 11 . Khar., very cursive and badly written. 
5|-"X2-|-". Wood well-preserved; slightly chipped at ends. 
Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 323. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole near point. Obv.. 
Seal cav. if" from sq. end. Traces of char, on both sides 
of cav. Rev. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive and faint in parts. 

Hard and sand-encrusted. Found 2^ ft. 

above floor. 

N, XV. 324. Slip of wood, Cliinese char.; fragment. 
2f"xf"- Perfectly preserved. Found 2 ft. above floor. 
See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 32,6., Slip of wood, Cliinese char. ; broken at 
lower end. 6 A-|"x^ 6-". Perfectly preserved. Found i ft. 
above floor. See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 328-1-75. Slip of wood, Cliinese char.; complete 
in 2 pieces. 9|"xf". Well-preserved. N. .w. 328 found 
ij it. above floor. See Pi. CXII and CXIII. 

N. XV. 329. Document on leather; fragment. Olv. 6, 
II. cursive Khar., fragmentary. Rev. Suggestions of Khar, 
char. 2f " x 2^". Found i ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 330. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal (see PI. 
LXXI, enlarged) if" sq. in grey clay. Device, a figure 
seated on a stool, perhaps an Eros, surrounded by elliptical 
border of mouldings. At top 2 II. Khar., transversely, 
very cursive. Rev. 6 II. Khar., very cursive. Partly 
obscured in places by sand. 4f"X2f"Xi’(f"- Well- 
preserved. Found I ft. above floor. See PI. LXXI. 
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N. XV. 331. Wedge under-tablet ; hole near point. Olv. 

3 11 . Khar., very cursive, thin, black, and clear; initial 
fomi. Rev. \ 1 . from sq. end. 10" X 2". Hard and well- 
preserved. Found ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 332. Wedge under-tablet ; hole near point. Obv. 

4 11 . Khar., very cursive. Rrj. i I. Khar. lo^^'x 2j>(j''. 
Hard and well-preserved. Found ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 333. Document on leather; complete. Obv. ^ 
11 . Khar., very cursive, generally clear, i 1 . at lower edge, 
very deleted, appears to read reverse way of other text. 

blank, dg'xa'. Well-preserved. Found 8 in. above 
floor. See PI. XCII. 

N. XV. 334. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal (see PI. 
LXXll) ^ X Device appar. Khar, characters. 2 11 . 
Khar, transversely at L. p. edge; cursive, part deleted. 
Only two string-grooves. Rev. 7 11 . Khar., cursive, black, 
deleted in pl.aces. a" x 4^* X .J'- Well-preserved, but has 
been purposely damaged by knife or chisel cuts. Found 
2^ ft. above floor. See PI. XCV. 

N. XV. 335. Oblong tablet, fragment; 2 notches on one 
long edge. Obv. 2 11 . Khar., very cursive. Rev. a II. 
Khar., very cursive. 4l|'x r". Soft. Found 2 ft. above 
floor. 

N. XV. 335. Document on leather ; fragment. Obv. 5 II. 
Khar., perfect ; black and well-written. Rn. blank. 3^' 
X il*. JIuch stained and perished. Found 3 ft. above 
floor. 

N. XV. 337. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 
4|'Xx’’g'* Well-preserved. Found 3 ft. above floor. 
See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 338. Rectang. cov.-tablet ; seal cav. i x i-J". 
Obv. On L. p. transversely 2 II. Khar., cursive, very faint. 
On R. p, transversely i I. Khar., cursive, very faint. 
Rev. blank. 6 J-J-'X4f''x ij". Wood hard and heavy. 
Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 339. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 

Perfectly preserved. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

, See- PI. CXIII. 

N. XV. 340. Wedge imder-tablet, broken at point and 
upper edge. Obv, 2 11 . Khar., cursive, clear, fragmentary ; 
initial form. Rev, blank. 8^" x i^. Hard and well- 
preserved. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 342. Oblong tablet ; rounded at ends. Obv, 2 IL 
Khar., cursive, clear. Rrv, 2 II. Khar., cursive, clear. 
7"x if". Well-preserved. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 343. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv, Seal cav. ij" 
sq., 2 11 . Khar., transversely at L. p., well-written, clear; 
I 1 . Khar, transversely at R. p. Rev. 10 11 . Khar., small, 
well-written, but portions deleted through perishing of 
wood. SA* X 3i^ X f". Wood rather soft, encrusted 
with sand in places. Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 344 * Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. i" 
X i^". At L. p. edge transversely 2 11 , Khar., very cur- 

STEIN 


sive. At R. p. transversely 2 columns of 4 II. each. Rev. N. xv. 
1 1. at top, and below, 3 columns of 6, 5, and 4 11,, respec- 
tively. All very cursive. 4-5"x Well-preserved. 

Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 345. Rectang. cov.-tablet. Obv. Seal cav. J-f-" x 
1". To L. p. Chinese characters; faded. Rev. blank. 

Centre portion is raised, leaving a lower margin all round 
of xfx" to This raised portion has the appearance of 
having been cut to fit a corresponding opening in under- 
tablet (in a box of which this may have been the lid). 
Sf^xi^'x^'. Wood hard and well-preserved. Found 
3 ft. above floor. Sec PI. CV, CXIV. 

N. XV. 346. Document on leather, prob. complete. 

Obv. 6 11 . Khar., very cursive, but black and fairly clear. 

Rev. I 1 . Khar., faded. SJ'xef-"', Discoloured, broken 
in places and part perished. Found i:^ ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 347. Wedge under-tablet ; broken at point and 
part of upper edge. Obv. 4 11 . Khar,, very cursive, with 
initial form. ; incomplete. blank, Sf-^xi-rff". Plard, 
encrusted with sand. Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 348. Slip of wood, Cliinese char,; fragment. 

Perfectly preserved. Found lit ft. above floor. 

See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 349. Slip of wood, Cliinese char,; fragment. 
Sf'XxV- Fairly preserved. Ink faded in places, but 
where this has happened, the ch.ir. remain in relief, the 
ink having served to preserve tlie wood it covered. Found 
3^ ft. above floor. See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 350. Document on leather ; almost perfect. 

Obv. 1 1 11 . Khar., cursive, well-written, black. End of II. 

3 and 4 deleted, also end of ptli 1 . Rev. blank, fi^^x 
4x1'. Fairly well-preserved, but discoloured. Found 2-J 
ft. above floor. 

N, XV. 351, Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 

3 0' X Soft. Found 3 ft. above floor. See PI. CXIV. 

N. XV. 35a. Wedge under-tablet, fragment; hole at 
point, Obv. 3 11 . Khar., cursive and only partly legible. 

Rev. blank. 4x^'xi-J'. Wood perished and encrusted 
with sand. Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 353. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; complete. 

Plard and well-preserved. Found 3 ft. above 
floor. See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 354. Rectang. tablet, fragment ; hole at one end. 

Obv. 2 11. Khar., very cursive. Rev. blank, 

Cut from longer tablet. Wood soft. Found 2^ ft. above 
floor. 

N. XV. 353. Rectang. under-tablet, Obv. 8 11 . Khar., 
well-written but faint, and in some parts obliterated by 
dried clay and stains. Rev. blank. 6|:'X2;|". Hard. 

Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 356, Wedge cov.-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 

Seal cav. if" x i". i 1 - Khar, between sq. end and cav., 
black. Char, i^" from hole. Rev. blank. io|:"xi|-'. 

3 G 
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N. XV. 


Hard and well-preserved. 

Found 3 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 357. Rectang. under-tablet. T^Iuch split. Olv. 
7 11 . Khar., very cursive and coarse. Rev. blank. S^x 33'. 
Fairly hard. Found 4 ft. above floor, against south wall. 

N. XV. 359. Wedge under-tablet; very small hole at 
point. Obv. 4 11 . Khar., very cursive and fine, with initial 
form. Rev. i 1 . from sq. end. igl'xa'. Hard and 
well-preserved. Found 2 ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 360. Oblong tablet; fragment. Traces of Khar, 
char, sl'x-j''. Wood well-preserved. Ink black, but 
part encrusted with sand. Foimd ft. above floor. 

N. XV. 361. Wedge under-tablet; hole at point. Obv. 
4 U. Khar., well-written, black. Rev. i 1 . Khar., very 
cursive. 8^" x Hard ; sand-encrusted. Found 2 ft. 
above floor. 

N. XV. 362. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; complete. 
9"x^*. Perfectly preserved. Found 6 in. above platform. 
See PI. CXII. 

N. XV. 363. Wedge cov..tablet; hole at point. Obv. 
Seal cav. if" x i^". i 1 . Khar., well-written, between sq. 
end and cav. Usual char, at hole. Ro). blank, pf'x 
Perfectly preserved; roughly made. Found 
I ft. above platform. 

N. XV. 01. a. Fragment of wedge-tablet. Hole at 
point. Traces of Khar. char. iJn;. blank. 

N. XV. 01. b. Fragment of tablet, with Khar. char, 
fi ll ^ s • 

N. XV. 01. c. Fragment of slip of wood, showing very 
faint Chinese char. 5" x 3'. 

N. XV. 01. d. Three small fragments of tablets showing 
Klur. char. Much weather-worn and dark. 

N. XV. 02. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; fragment. 
22' X3"- Soft. Found on 3. ii. rgoi. See PL CXil. 

N. XV. 03. Rectang. cov.-tablet; fragment in 3 pieces. 
Obv. Seal cav. ij-'xaj-', blank. Rev. Traces of Khar., 
writing indistinct, sj'xa'x-^^'. Quite perished; d.ark 
in colour ; sanil-abraded. 

N. XV. 04. Wedge under-tablet ; hole near point. Obv. 
4 11 . Khar., very cursive and blotted, with initial form. 
Datk streak of heart wood down centre. Rev. i I. Khar, 
from sq. end. Incised circle, about in diameter, 
roughly cut, near centre ; probably a distinguishing mark. 
SJ'x i}'. Well-preserved and hard. 

N.xv. 05. Wedge under-tablet; hole near point (broken). 
Split in its lenglli almost to point. Obv. 5 11 . Kliar., 
fragmentary, all completely deleted at point end. Initial 
form. Rev. Traces of i 1 . Khar, from sq. end. Towards 
point end, a circle witii straight line through centre, 
incised. 9J' X a' (approx.). Hard, but bleached at point 
end, and abraded. 


N.xv. 07. Lath-like tablet; pointed at both ends; broken 
at one end, hole at other. Obv. 3 11 . Khar, in column, 
very cursive, black and clear. Rev. blank. 

Bleached and abraded at one end which has probably 
been exposed. The other end is completely preserved 
except that it is chipped. 

N.xv. 08. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; broken at botli 
ends. 6y*x-;p3' , Writing very black, except at one end 
where wood is bleached and writing faded. Found 3. ii. 
1901. See PI. CXIL 

N.xv. 09. Slip of wood, Chinese char.; broken at both 
ends. Sj-I'x^'. Writing faded; wood bleached Found 
3. ii. 1901. See PL CXIV. 

N. XV. 010. Slip of wood, Chinese char. ; broken at 
both ends. 3l'x^'. Found 3. ii. 1901. See PL CXIV. 

N. XV. on. Fine plain silk, resembling modem Lahore 
silk. A piece of dull red (would be called a ‘ pastel ’ shade 
at the present day) sewn to a small fragment of dull yellow. 
Red 4^' X 3^' ; yellow 2-J' x i '. See PL LXXVI. 

N. XV. 012. Coarse cotton check, in dull yellow with 
blue stripes. Coarsely oversewn on loosely twisted blue 
cord along one edge. i4'x3'. See PL LXXVI. 

N. XV. 013. Fine cotton cloth; plain. Dull ‘pastel' 
red. 3^'X2-J'. See PL LX.XVI. 

N. XV. 014. Piece of felt, loose and very uneven ; rich 
red; may have been used as padding between cloth. 34' 
X6'. See PL LXXVI. 

N. XV. 015. Fine hard woollen felt ; vety' compact and 
strong. Dull yellow. Probably part of saddle Xuradalr 
or floor covering, ij'. See PL LXXVI, 

N. XV. 016. Coarse woollen clotli. Dark pink. 7' 
Xi-i'. SeePLLX.XVL 

N. XV. 017. Cotton fabric, resembling coarse harsh nauslin ; 
very loose and open. Dull violet-pink, oi'xs''- See 
PL LXXVI. 

N. XV, 018, Coarse cotton fabric, resembling Indian 
ibjru'J. Dull red. 5 i'X 3 '- SeePLLX.XVL 

N. XV. 001. a. Eight fragments of lacquered bowl, 
circular, of Chinese workm.iiiship. Interior, scaling wax 
red. Exterior, b.ands of black, divided by thin lines of 
red. Between the Licqucrcd black bands arc rough-sur- 
faced bands, from which probably tlic original etdour has 
perished, being less durable. Bowl appears to be nude of 
thin sheet of cane (probably bamboo). Original diameter 
of bowl appar. about 8*. Sec I’l. LXX (interior), LXV 
(exterior). 

N. XV. 001. b. Piece of crystal, irregularly olkng. 

I X ^ • 

N. XV. 001. c. Fragment of glass, very clear, 
greenish, sliowing on outside a cut paitcrn. X 

N. XV. 001. d. Fragment of glass, siroihr, pUia. »]' 
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LIST OF ANTIQUES EXCAVATED AT NIYA SITE 


Sec. viii] 

N. XV. 001. e. Fragment of glass vessel, rim and side. 

i;r X % . 

N. XV. 001. f. Fragment of glass, olive-green, with raised 
chevreul. x 

N. XV. ooi. g. Fragment of glass vessel, handle. 

w 1// 

X-s . 

N. XV. OOI. h. Glass bead, moulded, green. 

N. XV. OOI. i. Bowl of horn spoon. Shape roughly 
oval ; cut with a kind of raised midrib on under-surface, 
which runs into handle. The handle which is at an angle 
of about 120° with the bowl, is broken, and the stump 
remaining is cut across in a transverse splay, a hole being 
drilled through as though for a dowel to connect this por- 
tion with stem of handle. On each side of stump scraped 
marks as of a file or rasp. Size of bowl i§" x 2". 

N. XV. OOI. j. Astragalus bone, well-preserved, and of a 
pink colour; has almost weight and texture of ivory. 
A round hole drilled through one part. ig-'x-J'. 

N. XV. OOI. k. Tangled cords of wool of various quali- 
ties and te.xtures. The longest piece consists of the usual 
two strands twisted loosely together, and at intervals of 
about I-" or less, tied round very tightly with cord in which 
some pigment appears to have been mixed to cause it to 
be a hard, bead-like mass. The total result is a kind of 
rosai)’. 

N. XV. OOI. 1 . A dried date. a^x^". 

N. XV. 002. Wooden seal case. Half of irregular octa- 
gonal prism, 2" long, i-^" diam. Ends of facets chamfered. 
Cav. about i" sq. Hole bored through centre of cav. 
String grooves unequal, the centre one on each side being 
larger than the end ones. One side of cav. broken away. 
Wood hard. 

N. XV. 003. Detached clay seal, rough, with fragments 
of original string attached. Vegetable fibre and perhaps 


hair mixed with the clay. Seal mark simply a circular N. xv. 
depression i' diameter, without visible device, if^xif" 

Xii". SeePl. CV. 

N. XV. 004. Ivory die, oblong, square ends. On rectan-, 
gular sides are the spots, marked each by a circle and dot 
in centre, as though engraved with a two-pointed instru- 
ment, the dot being the mark of one point which acts as 
a pivot round which the other point revolves to describe 
the circle. Order of dots is 3 opposite i and 4 opposite 2. 

Length width §' nearly. See PI. LXXIV. 

N. XV. 005. Oblong piece of hard ‘green' leather 
(probably camel-skin), rounded at one end, square at 
other, with three holes bored through either of longer 



edges, and a hole at rounded end. Fixed in latter two 
tufts of soft, tanned leather bearing traces of red colouring. 
Probably belonged to scale armour, af' long, i|" broad, 
thickness See diagram ; also Addenda. 


OBJECTS EXCAVATED IN N. xvi. 


N. xvi. I. Figure rudely carved in wood, nude, stand- 
ing on tenon-like base. Hands together at breast; top 
knot. Traces of red on base, and lines of features in 
black. Height of figure Sf", base 3|-", width of shoulders 
2|-", width of base thickness about Well-preserved. 

See PI. LXX. 

N. xvi. 2. Takhtf.shaped tablet, with handle 2^" long, 
rounded at end. Oiv. 5 11 . Khar., clear bold writing, but 


partly faded by damp. Jiev. 3 11. Khar, running towards N. xvi. 
handle, clear, very black. On lower edge in reverse 
direction 2 II. Khar, by same hand, but in fainter ink. 

Both sides of tablet show marks of plentiful scraping. 
i 6^"X2|''. Well-preserved. See PI. CL 

N. xvi. 3. Rectang. cov.-tablet, in 3 pieces. Oiv. No 
writing visible. Seal cav. about i''Xg". blank. 5^" 

X 3". Much perished and all writing (if any) deleted. 


DOCUMENTS ■ EXCAVATED IN N. vi. 


N. xvii. I. Wedge under-tablet; hole near point (bro- 
ken). Oiv. 3 11. well-written cursive Khar., nearly all 
very clear and black; initial form. Jiev. 1 1 . Khar, 
from sq. end; faint. 13" xi^". Well-preserved, but 
soft. 


N. xvii. 3 -fa. Rectang. double-tablet, complete. Cov.- N. xvii. 
tablet. Oiv. Seal cav. il^xi^". Frags, of string; no 
inscription. Hev. i short line Khar, at top edge ; very 
clear, well-written and black; cursive. Well-preserved. 

Sap wood has become very soft; heart wood is very hard. 

3 G 2 
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N. xvii. Under-tablet. Odv. 6 11 . Khar., cursive, well-written ; 

very black and clear. Slightly insect-eaten. Hev. blank. 
Perfectly preserved. x See PI. CIV. , 

N, xvii. 4. Wedge cov.-tablet, much broken; point 
missing. Obv. Seal cav. from sq. end. Traces of 
writing on both sides of cav> Remains of seal. Rev. 1 1 . 


Khar., fragmentary, black, cursive, i if" x 2^" x f". Very 
rotten, discoloured, and sand-encrusted. 

N. xvii. 5. Stick*Iike tablet, fragment. Obv. (flat) 1 1 . 
Khar., cursive, coarsely written, much faded. Surface 
cracked and perished. Rev. {round\ blank: bleached. 

U4. X a . 


OBJECTS EXCAVATED IN N. vir. 


N. xviii. N. xviii. i. Oblong tablet, obtusely pointed at one endi 
Hole near point, not central. Traces of Khar, char, on 
both sides (cf. N. xviii. 3). s^'^x ig-". Perished, curled, 
and bleached. 

N. xviii. I. b. Stick-like tablet hole near pointed end. 
Obv. (flat) 3; 11 . Khar., broken by intervals (cf. N. xviii. 3). 
(round) blank. 5"x-g". Well-preserved. 

N. xviii. 2. Stick-like tablet hole at one end. Obv. 
(flat) 4 11 . Khar., very finely written. Broken by intervals, 
forming vertical columns (cf. N.. xviii. 3). Rev. (round) 
faint traces of characters i" from hole., fif" x f "I Soft, 

rather perished at one end. 

N. xviii. 3. Stiek-like tablet, hole at pointed end. Obv. 
3 11 . Khar., fine, rather indistinct. Lines broken by in- 
tervals, items ranging in vertical columns;. Rev. blank. 
5"x|". Well-preserved. 

N. xviii. 4. Wedge cov.-tablet, hole near point. Obv. 
Seal cav. 1^" from sq. end, 1 1 . Khar, (faint) between sq. 
end and cav. Usual char, near hole. Rev. 2 11 . Khar., 
very cursive ; fairly clear in middle. 75* X if* Wood hard, 

N. xviii, 5. Oblong tablet ? hole at top to R. p. Obv. 
3 11 . Khar., columnar, faint. Rev. i 1 . faint. (Cf. N. xviii. 
3-) 4?" X 13;%", Soft, but apparently complete. 

N, xviii. 6. Oblong' tablet;- hole below to R. p. Obv. 
(?) Faint traces of Khar, characters. Rev. Transversely 
(opposite end to hole) 3 11 . Khar., very cursive, gf" x if" 

3ff . . • . 

A Q . 

N. xviii. 7. Oblong tablet, obtusely pointed at one end, 
sq. at other, near which hole. Khar. char, very faint, and 
apparently very irregular, written on both sides, 8" x if". 
Rather perished. 

N. x-viii. 8. Wedge under-tablet ; hole near point. Obv. 

2 11 . Khar., cursive, with initial form. Rev. Traces of 
char, at sq. end. 7f" X if". Well-preserved, 


N. xviii, 01, a. Two wooden disks,, irregularly circular, 
diam. 2", about f." thick in centre, thinner at edges; two 
holes in each about |?' apart. Joined by cord passing 
through holes, ends of cord cleverly ' put away ’ ; looks as 
if it might have been used as a dead eye. See PL LXX. 

N, x-viii. 01. b; Piece of knotted hemp(?) cord, similar 
to that used in (a). 

N. xviii. 01. c. Piece of coarse woollen fabric, dark- 
grey and dirty-white. Probably portion of saddle-bag. 

N. x-viii, 01. d. Portion of cotton (?) cloth, with simple 
diaper pattern. Some edges neatly hemmed, Joined in 

, one place by oversewing. 

N. xviii. 01. e. Portion of plain cotton (?) cloth. 

N. xviii. 01. f. Portion of plain cotton (?) cloth dyed 
reddish-brown (Indian viq/l/ colour). All fabrics much 
perished and insect-eaten, 

N. xix. I. Wedge under-tablet hole near point. Obv. 
Encrusted with sand and straw. Khar. char, visible where 
wood is exposed. Rev. Encrusted as Obv. No writing 
visible. i4f"x2". Wood hard; large piece split off 
from sq. end; this end charred. See PI. C, 

N, xix. 2, Wooden mousetrap. Consists of a piece of 
wood i6"x 4" in its broadest partxf", shaped somewhat 
like a tailor’s sleeve-board, but smaller and more tapering. 
Through the broad end is pierced a round hole in 
diam., and round about it are drilled 4. pairs of smaller 
holes. Near the thinner end. is another small holfe. These 
small holes were evidently intended to hold pegs, probably 
for adjusting the necessary tackle, bait, &c., and the 
remains of two pegs are still present. A shallow groove 
runs along one face of the instrument from the wider end 
almost to the thinner, crossing the large hole centrally. 
Well-preserved. See Pk LXXIII. 


OBJECTS FOUND IN N. vnr. 


N. XX. N.xx.i. Takhtl-shaped tablet r trapezoid-shaped handle, 
pierced with large hole. Obv. (handle to R. p.) 3 11 . 
carefully written but badly faded Brahmi. Encrusted with 
• sand. Rev. (handle to L. p.) 2 short 11 . Khar., cursive, 
from handle, iif'-'xif". Wood soft. 


N. XX. 2. Wedge cov.-tablet; hole near point- Obv, 
2|"lrom sq. end. Seal cav. (small); on both sides i 1 - 
Khar., very cursive and faint. Usual char, at hole. Rev, 
blank.’ i3f"x2f". Extremely well-preserved. 
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Sec. viii] 

N, XX. 01. Carved wood panel, portion of. representing 
a long-tailed ibex. Only upper portion remains, lower 
part apparently having been on a separate piece of wood 
placed below this. The pose is good, although the carv- 
ing is very rude. The single, thick-based horn has double 
row of V-shaped cuts to represent rugosity, hlouih 
slightly open, showing two rows of teeth, and tlie tongue 
protrudes. Long tail curled over back in manner of 
heraldic lion rampant, and very thick at tip. The neck 
shows 3 V-shaped parallel creases. Carved part of panel 
slightly sunk, the two side edges, respectively i-J" and 
wide, being higher. At each of two upper corners a 
square of about is cut out. Width of piece 17'^, 
height 5'^. Soft at edges ; hard in centre ; surface of back 
split and weather-worn. 

N. XX. 02. Ctirved double bracket in wood, with 
socket in centre for round head of post. Portion of 
socket broken away. Both sides are equally well finished, 
also ends ; evidence that it was exposed to view all round, 
and of course, underneath. Side elevation presents follow- 
ing appearance ; architrave (i. e. the upper member of the 
piece) 22" long, wide, divided horizontally into (i) a 
flat bead (2) a carved band — kitigri pattern; perhaps 
to represent overlapping leaves — i" wide, divided verti- 
cally in centre by fillet, curved vertically as though 
encircling wreath of leaves ; (3) rectangular billet mould- 
ing slightly recessed, wide, each billet about 2^" long, 
divided by |-" interval, containing prism shape. Below 
this, brought forward to level of (i), an abacus, flat on 
front to a depth of ly", then chamfered at angle of about 
30°, to a depth of about In profile the abacus widens 
by another chamfer springing above lower chamfer. 
Width at widest part of abacus 7^"; above lower chamfer 
6J''; below lower chamfer 

On either side of abacus, and below architrave of bracket 
an oblong modillion, which seen in side elevation presents r 
— next to abacus, a cavetto (about 60.°), upper end being 
^"'below architrave,', from this a vertical flat turning into- 
half-round bead (depth ; then narrow vertical flat, and 
long horizontal chamfer to- end. The end elevation pre- 
sents return- of architrave (same design as side); fore- 
shortened modillion, and abacus. Width of upper 
members and abacus at modillion 5"^ 

Plan of under surface : Centre portion, abacus in whicb 


socket 2 Y diam. (evidently not a door socket as there is N. xx. 
no sign of wear). Side portions, modillions (about s-J" 

X 6^"). On one, a 4-petalled 4-sepalled flower with round 
centre, petals arranged diagonally in square (narrow fillet 
border). On the other the square with fillet border i^ 
divided diagonally by two narrow fillets, and in each tri- 
angle thus formed is a half of flower similar to that in other. 

These patterns occur very frequently in Gandhara 
sculptures, and on the boat carvings on Indus and 
Jehlam. The carving is all shallow, and evidently rapidly 
done, with bold, long cuts of the chisel. The style of 
manipulation is precisely that of the architectural carving 
as practised at Bhera, in the Punjab to-day, and there is 
a general resemblance in designs. Wood extremely well- 
preserved and seems quite sound. See PI. LXIX. 

N', XX, 03; Carved double bracket in wood, exactly 
similar to N. x.x. 02 with e.xception of patterns on modillions. 

In this, one has within square fillet border, a parallel and 
concentric oblong with fillet border, and measuring (outside) 

2^" X s Y- Within this the 4-petalled flower, and in the 
four corners rudely cut flowers. The other has, within 
a fillet border, a rudely cut and very conventional repre- 
sentation of a bird (?) with outspread wings. At two inner 
comers flowers. Socket is complete, but split by 
shrinkage. Wood very soft all over surface, and in places 
broken away. Upper surface perished. Length 24", 
width 5-}", height sf". 

N.xx. 04. Wooden boot-last (?). Roughly made. Broken 
slightly at ankle. Much scored by knife-cuts on sole, as 
though frequently used as a block for cutting leather. 

On the upper surface are obvious traces of pink paint. 

10" X 31 " (at toes), 2" (near heel). Thickness zj" to ij". 

See PI. LXXIII. 

N. XX. 05. Wooden implement, somewhat resembling a 
curry comb, used in weaving to drive together the weft 
picks.. It is in the shape of a wedge,, the short blunt teeth 
being at the thin edge, and the thick edge being rounded 
into a form to fit comfortably into the palm of the hand, 
and furnished with a projecting knob to give firmness to 
the stroke in using. An implement of similar form (but 
in this case possibly a brush for cleansing or sizing the 
threads) is seen in the hand of a figure in the painted 
panelD.x.4(Pl.LXUI), 7^''X4"xi|". See PI. LXXIII. 


DOCUMENTS- FOUND IN' Nl x. 


N. xxi, I. Rectang. cov.-tablet, broken at top corners 
and perished at lower edges. Obv. Seal cav. y sq. 2 11 . 
Khar, transversely at L. p. edge. Rev. 8 11 . Khar., very 
cursive, black ; parts missing where broken, parts deleted. 
5" X 3^". Fairly well-preserved. 

N. xxi. 24-3- Double rectang. tablet, complete. Cov.- 


tablet. Seal cav, ii"xi|"; Part of seal and string N. xxi. 
remaining. Obv. 3 11 . Khar, transversely at L. p. edge. 

Rev. 5 11 . Khar., cursive, rather coarse. Partially deleted 
by enemsted’ sand. 

Under-tablet. Thickness of raised part -J". Obv. 7 11. 

Khar., cursive, rather coarse. Partially deleted by sand! 
i?!®. blank. Sf^xg-^'. Well-preserved. 
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N. xxi. N. xxi. 5. Rectang. under-tablet, in 2 pieces (joined). 

Obv. >] 11 . Khar., faded, cursive; spotted by water-stains. 
JRev. I I. transversely, very cursive. 8^"x3". Fairly 
preserved. Spotted with water-stains and sand, 

• N. xxi. 6. Elongated oval tablet; hole at small end, 
Obv. 2 11 . Khar., very cursive, complete. Hev. blank. 
S'^xil". Well-preserved. 


N. xxi. 7-}- 4. Rectang. tablet, complete. Cov.-tablet. 
Obv. Seal cav. rf" x 3", evidently intended for two seals. 
Empty. 3 11 . Khar, to L. p,, very cursive and indistinct, 
but probably a good deal legible. To R. p. 2 11. Khar. 
Hev. 7 11 . Khar., cursive, partly deleted. 7^" x 3^". 

Under-tablet. Obv, 8 11 . Khar., cursive, faint, and 
partly deleted. Hev. A few char, near R. p. end. 10" x 
3^". Perfectly preserved. 


DOCUMENT FOUND NEAR N. xi. 

N. xxii. N. xxii. 01. "Wedge cov.-tablet. Seal cav. about split. Completely bleached and much abraded by sand, 

from sq. end. Cavity i^'^x i"; hole near point, which is No trace of writing left. 9|:"xi^"X:|" 


DOCUMENT FOUND IN N. k. 


N. xxiii. N. xxiii. i. Rectang. cov.-tablet, warped; found by 
Hasan Akhun on 28. i. 1901. Obv. Two seals trans- 
versely, in cav. high, if' broad, impressed in grey clay 
(cracked). L, seal, male f" high, turned to R. in low 


relief. R. seal, bird rising with wings extended, from seal 
slightly longer than L, seal. On L. p. edge 2 11 . Khar., 
slightly damaged ; near R. p. edge i 1 . Khar. lini. blank. 
Slight crack. 7" x 3-%" X f See Pi. LXXII, 


MISCELLANEOUS OBJECTS FOUND IN SAND AT NIYA SITE. 


Miscell. N. 001. Fragment of bronze ornamental object, 
finds. Perhaps portion of large buckle or fastening, af' 
diameter ; widest part. Found near Camp 95. See 
PI. LXXIV. 

N. 003. Flake of flint. Straight on one side, round on 
opposite side, and round at one end. Opposite end was 
probably pointed, but is broken off. Along round side is 
a sharp edge. i-|-"x^". Found close to Camp 93. 

N. 004. Pebble whorl, conical dome shaped. Diameter 
1"; diam. of hole f'; thickness f". See PI. LXXIV, 

N. 005. a. Bronze arrow-head. Shape of point an 
equilateral triangular pyramid. In centre of each tri- 
angular face an incised triangle, into which has been put 
some substance darker than the bronze. There is a short 
hexagonal neck, and a hole pierced as though for a shaft. 
Length 1^", width of triangular face |". See PI, LXXIV. 

N. 005. b. Portion of AmaJaka-shaped bead in porce- 
lanous frit with turquoise-blue glaze. Exactly similar to 
Roman beads. Height I-", diam. f'. See PI. LXXIV, 

N. 006. Square seal of green glass, pierced for cord. 
On obverse sq. face in upper half, lion (or dragon) rampant, 
regardant to R. ; in lower half, similar creature reversed. 
Between the two are two char., one of which may be 
intended for a snake. Cf. gryphon on N. xv. 133, b. On 
reverse 3 incised char. On rectangular (oblong) sides: 
(a) on either side of the hole an incised dot ; ( 3 ) opposite a, 
two parallel incised lines; (r) a deep groove; (d) opposite 
c, two short grooves. -J" sq., thick. Found south of 
Camp 95. See PI. L, 

N. 007. Fragment of bronze object, unidentified. 

X f X -f. Found north of Camp 94. See PI. LXXIV. 


N. 008. Iron buckle, much o.xidized. The form is a kind 
of heart-shape, and the movable point (now fixed by 
oxidation) strong and tapering, i^'xi^". Found north 
of Camp 93. See PI. LXXIV. 

N. 009. Fragment of Chinese mirror, cast bronze; 
circular, having projecting knob in centre through which 
a hole is pierced. The edge is thickened ; reverse plain. 
Obverse ornamented with narrow border of radiating flutes 
within the outer plain rim. Within fluted border are 
three concentric rings; remaining portion occupied by 
design in bold relief, part shown on fragment containing 
a conventional dragon-like creature with a long, thin, and 
curling tail. Cf. N. 0012. f. g. h. Diam. about 25". 
Found near Camp 95. See PI. LXXIV. 

N. 0010. Metal fragments; beads. Two fragments of 
plain bronze finger ring; piece of lead wire ; two fragments 
of small bronze hook or clasp, with hole drilled in one 
piece for rivet. Two small blue glass beads; one piece 
of broken glass bead. Pebble or piece of water-worn 
jade. Irregular piece of metal, probably silver. There 
may be a device on one side, but it is very indistinct. 

N. oon, a. Bronze seal, shank at back broken; irregular 
trapezium form, bearing countersunk conventional floral 
design. I'x i". Found near Camp 94. See PI. LXXIV. 

N. 0011, b, Bronze seal, much corroded. Lower portion 
a square of about ■f’ sides with geometrical device. 
Attached by four comer pieces at top or reverse, a dome- 
shaped piece. Hollow inside. See PI. L. 

N. 0011. c. Moulded glass beads, two fr.igments. 

[N. 0012. Objects found near Camp 95.] 
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N. 0012. a. Small bronze bell, with attached ring; evi- 
dently cast in a mould. See PL LXXIV. 

N. 0012. b. Portion of hinge, slighdy tapering towards 
end opposite working end. Two holes are drilled in 
plate — one at each end. At working or hinge end, a 
tongue of metal, rather more than of whole width, and 
about i" long, has been doubled under to form loop 
through which hinge pin passed. Space between tongue 
and back of plate to take thickness of metal, leather, or 
other material to which hinge was rivetted. Plate slightly 
convex in its length. Length 2 ^", width at wide end I", 
at narrow end Thickness of metal about -gV- See 
PI. LXXIV. 

N. 0012. c. Elliptical bronze split ring, made of wire 
about I" thick. In centre of one long side on its internal 
surface is a depression to extent of nearly half the thick- 
ness of the wire, and split in ring occurs in the middle of 
this thin portion. The ring was evidently intended to be 
attached to some object which it would hold in this depres- 
sion, as the ring of a watch holds the knob to which it is 
attached. See PI. LXXIV. 

N. 0012. d. Bronze split ring, made of round wire, beaten 
flat at side opposite split. In this flattened part are remains 
of small rivet, or piece of wire passing through a hole. 

13 " V 1 2" 

N. 0012. e. Portion of bronze ring made of a flat band 
of metal, wide. Diameter about f". 

N. 0012. f. g. h. Fragments (3) of small bronze 
Chinese mirror. On each fragment are traces, on one 
side, of decoration in relief. Frag. h. has one edge thick- 
ened and of a circular curve, and is therefore evidently 
part of the edge of object. Cf. N. 009. See PL LXXIV. 
Fragment f. shows a flat circular band, raised from inner 
edge of which proceed short rays to another band parallel 
to the first but quite narrow. Beyond outer edge of broad 
band is part of an ornament, which seems to be designed 
to fill a spandril shape, f. i" in diam.; g. ; h. f". 

N. 0013. Objects in metal and glass, found in sand 
west of Camp 93. 4 small blue glass beads (one broken). 

I fragment of a straw-coloured glass bead, i pink pebble 
or jade bead. Small portion of a thin bronze plate, con- 
taining bronze rivet. Small portion of cast bronze plate 
covered on both sides with closely placed small blunt 
points, forming a surface something like shagreen. See 
PL LXXIV. 

Hemispherical head of a stud. Bronze. See PL 
LXXIV. 

Bronze seal, having device on each side, countersunk, 
too corroded to make out. Pierced longitudinally. 

N. 0014. a. Fragment of clay slab, hard-burnt, coarse, 
pierced with holes. Probably used in building to fill win- 
dow openings, &c., as similar slabs are now used in India. 

N. 0014. b. Fragment of pottery, on which a horn-like 


excrescence, glazed with rich and varied green glaze. Miscel, 
Coarse clay. finds. 

N. 0014. c. Bronze arrow-head, cast, having three fine 
blades set round the centre hollow ferule. The blades 
are finely curved for cutting and piercing, and extend 
slightly back from the open end of ferule. Ferule itself 
pierced by hole in each division between blades, probably 
to enable a pin to be inserted to hold shaft securely. 

See PL LXXIV. 

N. 0014. d. String of beads of various shapes and sizes ; 
of glass, pebble, shell, and pottery. See PI. LXXIV. 

N. 0014. e. Small bronze bell, of kind used on dog- 
collars to-day. Metal bead is still inside and free. See 
PL LXXIV. 

N. 0014. f. Bronze ring bearing seal cut in the metal, 
representing a deer. See PL LXXIV. 

N. 0014. g. Two bronze rings (one imperfect) with 
roughly engraved characters. See PL IL. 

N. 0014. h. Fragment of bronze, miniature spoon or 
spatula. See PL LXXIV. 

N. 0014. i. Bronze ornament, cast, in form of conven- 
tional bull's head, horns forming a crescent, with two 
depressions perhaps for jewels. A hole in forehead seems 
to have been for fastening. See PL LXXIV. 

N. 0014. j. Convex ornamental bronze disk with 
scalloped edge. See PL LXXIV. 

Nv 0014. k. Bronze pellet, pierced. 

N. 0014. 1 . Bone object, oblong, rectangular. Flat on 
one side, where it is partially corroded or eaten by insects. 

On Rev. a channel is cut, 1 " broad in widest part. At 
one end hvo holes are drilled obliquely, so that they run 
from the end surface to the concave surface. At opposite 
end one hole is drilled from obv. to rev., a few irregular 
notches are cut in one edge. Length 4 ^", width rj", 
thickness 

N. 0015. Bronze seal ring, countersunk, broken at thin 
side. Device perfectly preserved, on a well-shaped ellip- 
tical cartouche, held at ends between two broadened 
knob-like ends of ring. A lion statant to L. with tail 
recurved over back. A bird clings to his chest and 
appears to be looking into his open mouth. Extreme 
R. and L. are two S-shaped objects, probably snakes. 

Elliptical surface x See Pi. IL. 

N. 0016. Bronze signet ring, having crude design en- 
graved. Perhaps intended to be representation of a face. 

See PL IL. 

N. 0017. Gold ornament; made of thin gold plate and 
filled, or ‘ loaded ’ with lac or wax, perhaps portion of 
a pendant or earring. From thick ring-like body (half 
missing) projects an elongated knob, joining body by 
a slightly narrowed necking, round which are two slightly 
raised fillets. From this the form is ellipsoidal, and 
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low.'irds llic upper end .ire 4 ovoid jewels of pebble or 
glass in a gold setting. On one shoulder of body a. similar 
gem. The ornament appears to have been made in two 
halves, joined togetlier and filled with the lac. Height 
i", width jj" nearlv. Found south of N. vm. See PI. 
LXXIV. 

N. 0018. Pyramidal seal in green of iiorcclanous frit. 
Face has simide (probably symbolical) scroll design, 
countersunk. The back near ape.x has a hole pierced 
for cord. Ape.\ is cut off square. Face i" square. 
Height Found south of N. vni. See PI. L. 

N. 0019. Fragment of white glass, apparently foot of 
a vessel. Thickness ; diam. of circular foot i J', height 
ne.arly. Found near N. x. See PI. LXXIV. 

(N. 0020. Objects found in sand west of N. ix.] 

N. 0020. a. A number of gilt glass beads, resembling 
in shape rice grains, but smaller. A jiiccc of sapphire- 
blue glass, prism-shaped, drilled .as a bead. Four white 
glass (or shell) beads, very small. A piece of amber- 
coloured glass, drilled as a be.ad. X Y- See PI. LXXIV, 


N. 0020. b. Small flat slab of slate, drilled at one end. 
« X rs X s . 

N, 0020. c. Small bell of usual spherical kind, with loose 
bead inside. 

N. 0020. d. Bronze ring in two pieces. 

N. 0020. e. Small piece of bronze, hook-shaped. 

N. 0021. a. Piece of bronze wire bent into hook-shape 5 
3 fragments of bronze. 

N. 0021. b. Metal disk pierced near edge, with small hole 
for cord. Probably from a necklace or similar ornament, 
Sec PI. LXXIV. 

N. 0022. Beads : gourd-shaped, black clay bead long); 
a black clay bead (-^jj' long) ; a roughly-carved 6-petalled 
flower, in shell, pierced with two fine holes (j^" diam.); 
thin pink pebble or jade bead (jj' long); fragment of 
green glass bead, cut cubical with the angles cut away. 
Evidently all portions of a necklace. See PI. LXXIV, 

N. 0023. Bronze disk, broken at one part; concavo-conve-v. 
Marked on concave side with small square punch mark. 
Diam. ii’j". Found near N. i.\. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE ENDERE RUINS 


Section L— THE MARCH TO THE ENDERE RIVER 

I HAD already heard at Niya of ancient remains in the desert near the Endere river about Start frc 
half way towards Charchan, and subsequent information as to the existence there of a ‘Potai’ Si. 

and other structural ruins decided me to select them for my next exploration. Their distance 
had supplied a special reason for completing my explorations at the Niya Site as rapidly as 
possible. During the greater part of my stay there had been a succession of deliciously clear 
days with bitterly cold nights and mornings, the minimum thermometer usually showing tem- 
■peratures from 6° to 9® Fahr. below zero. It was striking evidence of the remarkable clearness 
of the atmosphere that early on the morning of February ii the Surveyor’s sharp eyes distinctly 
sighted the snowy mountains south of Niya, some 120 miles away. But I knew that such 

favourable conditions for desert work could not be expected to serve us much longer. I thought 

of the number of sites that still remained to be e.xplored, and the great distances to be covered 
between them, before the season of sand-storms would put an end to my explorations, and 
consequently realized the necessity of setting out for those fresh fields of work as early as 
possible. 

The timely arrival of the camels enabled rte on the 13th of February once more to start 
my caravan back to Imam Ja'far Sadiq. As I passed one ruin after the other familiar to me 
from the incessant work of the last weeks, my elation over all the discoveries they had yielded 
mingled with regret at having to leave this fascinating site so soon. But there was the hope 
of fresh discoveries awaiting me elsewhere and the possibility of return in years hence, by 
which time a shifting of the dunes might have helped to reveal yet other ruined structures 
still hidden under their protecting cover of sand. 

It would have been difficult to take all my former labourers along to the new site, as the Return tc 
distance was great and the men were well-nigh exhausted by the hard work and exposure of I™!"' 
the last three weeks. The fresh set of men needed could only be secured from Niya, and it 
was hence no small relief when, on arrival at that day’s camping-place, information reached me 
that all arrangements had been made by the local Beg for the timely dispatch of the fresh 
contingent. The next day’s march brought me to Imam Ja'far Sadiq, the living forest passed 
ea route proving even in its winter sleep a great change after the silent sands and ruins 
amidst which I had dwelt. At the Mazar I was kept busy long into the night by the dispatch 
of my mails to Europe and India, with the first notice of my recent discoveries, and by the 
settlement of all accounts with the labourers and the Shaikhs of the pious settlement. 

I had wished to reach the Endere ruins by striking straight across the desert to the east 
of Imam Ja'far Sadiq, instead of returning to Niya- and thence marching along the Charchan 
Road. At first all knowledge of such a route was stoutly denied, but in the end one of the 
shepherds from the Mazar acknowledged that he had more than once visited flocks grazing 

STi-IN 2 H 



418 


THE ENDERE RUINS 


March to 

Yartunguz 

river. 


hlarch 

down 

Yartunguz 

river. 


Terminal 
oasis of 
Yartunguz 
river. 


[Chap. XII 


on the Yartunguz river, and that further guidance might be secured there. So led by him 
and a half-crazy devotee of the shrine who claimed to have paid a visit to those ruins, we 
set out eastwards on February 15. Two miles beyond the Mazar all vegetation was ’left 
behind. Then we crossed two steep Dawans rising to about 150 feet in height, and toiled on 
through high sandhills for about six miles in a south-easterly direction, until large patches 
of gravel soil were struck where camels and ponies could march with ease. A supply of ice 
brought along from the Mazar enabled us to camp that evening at a spot where low tamarisk 
scrub and some Kumush supplied fuel. On the following day the march was resumed with 
a general bearing to the east-south-east. After crossing a Dawan about 100 feet high, and 
next a low gravel-strewn swelling of the ground traversed by occasional dunes, we passed at 
a distance of about six miles a belt of living Toghraks, which probably receives underground 
moisture from the marshes subsequently seen thirty miles southwards near the Bileklik Lake. 
Some five miles further a broad depression was reached with plentiful scrub and Kumush, 
which our guides called Suziijc-Darya. It was said to receive water through occasional summer 
floods, manifestly coming from the stream and springs which feed the Sizutke Lake, passed on 
the Charchan route. After crossing another high Dawan we struck a broad tamarisk-covered 
belt, which was clearly marked as an old bed of the Yartunguz river, but now completely dry. 
It was at once succeeded by a high sand ridge such as usually accompanies these desert rivers, 
and for the sake of our tired animals I was glad when, from its height, the glittering ice of 
the stream came at last in sight. 

On February 17 we followed the Yartunguz river, which higher up near the mountains is 
known as Tolanghuja, down to the area where it is absorbed by the sands. Its breadth, 
some thirty yards near Helyabeg, the grazing-ground where we had camped, gradually diminished 
in the many short bends which form the river s course northward. . On the other hand, the 
strip of vegetation accompanying the banks, narrow at first, gradually widened, until at a distance 
of about six miles below our camping-place close Toghrak jungle was entered. A short 
distance further down, at a point appropriately called Arik-aghzi ‘ mouth of the canal ’ (mis- 
printed Irik-aghzi in map), and marked by many fine trees, lies the modest band which helps 
to guide Avater into the small canal irrigating the fields of Yartunguz-Tarim some thirteen miles 
further north. The stream, now only some ten yards broad, turns from here to the north-north-west, 
evidently cutting its left bank further and further into the sandy ridge westwards. Two miles 
lower down its flow during the winter months seemed to cease. The wide expanse of forest, 
through which rve continued our march due north, and Avhich maintained a breadth of at least 
three miles, is still reached by the summer floods. Through it lies the old main bed of the 
river, which we found empty except for occasional shallow depressions still retaining frozen 
sheets of water. At Kala-sulaghi were passed the first clearings for cultivation, now again 
deserted and overgrown with young shrubs. About two miles further north we entered the 
present oasis know as Yartunguz-Tarim, with its holdings scattered amongst extensive fields, 
chiefly of wheat, Indian corn, and cotton. 

From Abdul Karim, an intelligent and manifestly well-to-do ‘ Dehkan ’, who welcomed me 
at the substantial farm of J igdalik-bulung, I learned that the small colony had been formed only 
during Niaz Hakim Beg’s regime. His father had come from Faizabad in Badakshan on a 
pilgrimage to Imam Ja'far Sadiq, and on settling down received a grant of land here. He, with 
the help of some other families of settlers, made the canal, -the head of which we had passed 
at Arik-aghzi, and their descendants still own whatever land has been brought under cultivation. 
They are sufficiently well-off to employ twenty to thirty labourers, and to the number of han s 
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thus available the extent of the clearings has been restricted, though there is fertile ground 
easily capable of irrig-ation close at hand amply sufficient for several villages. 

For the last five or six years preceding my visit the terminal course of the Yartunguz V.ngari 
stream has shown a decided tendency to shift its main channel westwards, where it was said 
to lose itself at a distance of ‘two or three Tash ’ from Jigdalik-bulung. In consequence of 
this change the existing Saiui at the canal head has failed at times to divert into the latter 
as much water at the proper season as the area under cultivation would need. Unable from 
want of adequate labour to cope with the difficulty by a more elaborate ‘ band ’ or the con- 
struction of a new canal, the small settlement has found it expedient to start fresh cultivation 
at Yilba-sarigh, a grazing-ground near the end of the new main channel, as an alternative 
in years when irrigation from the old canal is likely to prove insufficient. Yet even in the same 
years sudden floods may extend along the old bed and prove an equal source of trouble to the 
cultivators. I regret that the necessity of pushing on to Endcre prevented me from giving 
time to a detailed inspection of the little colony and the surrounding ground; for, as I had 
occasion to explain in my general observations at the close of the preceding chapter, it presents, 
on a small scale but in a typical form, the chamctcristic features of a terminal oasis such as 
we must suppose the Niya Site to have been. So much, however, seemed clear from what 
personal observation and local information showed me, that given an adequate supply of labour 
for the systematic maintenance and extension of embankments and canals, the area of cultivation 
could be greatly increased. If fields were to replace the expanse of luxuriant jungle which at 
present covers an area at least eight miles long and from three to five miles broad, the ter- 
minal oasis of the Yartunguz river might well present conditions approximating to those we 
must assume to have once existed round the ancient site below Imam Ja'far Sadiq. What 
portion of this area could possibly be reclaimed at the present day with the water-supply 
actually obtainable from the Yartunguz river, is a question to which a safe answer would be 
possible only on the basis of an exact survey by a competent irrigation engineer. So much, 
however, may be considered as probable, that the vagaries of the river would prove a far more 
constant danger to a relatively large settlement than any advance of the desert dunes. According 
to the explicit assertion of Abdul- Karim, who knew the ground well since his youth, the dark ridges 
of high sands which fringe the fertile area on the east and north-east, and form a striking 
contrast in colour to the yellow fields and the dry Kumush beds, had practically retained their 
position. The river’s shift westwards was remembered to have commenced long years before 
the difficulty about feeding the canal was seriously felt. 

The inquiries which the situation of the colony naturally suggested as to any ancient Desert 
remains possibly extant in the direction of the desert proved fruitless, but our energetic ^nd^r 
Darogha succeeded at least in hunting up reliable guides who were acquainted with the Endere river, 
river and the ruins in its vicinity. It was equally useful that our supplies of foodstuffs and fodder 
could be replenished from the ample stock of the little settlement, and some labourers hastily 
recruited overnight for excavation work. On the morning of February iS we set out across the 
desert to the forest belt of the Endere stream. Immediately after leaving the open plain of 
Yartunguz-Tarim a formidable ‘ Dawan’ of sand, reaching a height of about i8o feet, had to be 
surmounted. Then we crossed a depression about two miles broad, covered in great patches 
with soda efflorescence. It marks, no doubt, an old flood-bed of the Yartunguz river, a small 
saline stream still making its way along the western edge. Two more ridges of dunes, less 
high than the first, and strips of Kumush-covered low ground between them were crossed 
before we reached that evening’s camping-ground in a dreary expanse covered here and there 
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with low sand-cones. The dead tamarisk scrub which strewed their slopes sufficed for our 
camp fires, while the ice brought along from the Yartunguz-Tarlm saved us the trouble of 
digging a well. A fairly strong wind, had been blowing for the greater part of the day from 
the north or north-east, and the dust-haze it raised showed an ominous persistence. 

Our march so far had been almost due east. But on leaving Yantak-chaval on February 19. 
our guides struck to the north-east. The reason for the change of direction became clear 
when, after crossing a great ‘Dawan’ some 120 ft. high, we found ourselves traversing a broad, 
stretch of low undulating dunes where progress was relatively easy. Plenty of living tamarisk 
and occasional little groups of Toghraks showed that subsoil water was near, and the general 
impression I gained was that we were crossing here what may once have been the terminal 
area of a river. The latter could only have been an earlier course of the present Endere 
river. Towards the east this area was bordered by a long-stretched chain of high dunes, in 
which it was easy to recognize from afar the ridge flanking the left bank of the actual Endere 
river-bed. From its darker colour it was known to our guides by the appropriate name of 
K^z^U^Ii, the ‘Red (sands) For fully two miles our march lay over this great accumulation 
of dunes, and then we emerged on the western edge of the belt watered by the Endere 
stream. 

The channel which we now ascended towards the south-east was called by our guides 
‘the old Darya’ of Endere. Here, too, the river has in recent years shown a tendency to 
shift westwards, so that we found quite a respectable sheet of ice, from 10 to 20 yards in 
width, covering what previously had been a deserted dry bed. On the other hand, this return 
of the summer floods to the earlier channel was causing the ‘ New Darya ’, said to have been 
formed further westwards some twenty years before, now to receive annually less and less water. 
It was with this change of course, and not with any diminution in the quantity of the water 
brought down by the river, that my guides connected the abandonment of the little colony of 
‘ Endere-Tarim ’, which had been formed on the ‘New Darya’ at a point apparently four to 
five miles to the north-north-west of where we first struck the river. It was impossible to spare 
time for a visit to this modern representative of the terminal oasis of Endere, or for a survey of 
the river-courses down to their actual termination. Judging from the guides’ statement, the 
summer grazing-grounds of the Endere shepherds may extend northward for a days march 
beyond the now deserted ‘ T^Im ’. 

On February 20 we marched along the ‘Kone-Darya’ up to the point where, near the 
grazing-ground of Kokul-toghrak, the ‘New River' was branching off from it, and thence fol- 
lowed the main river bed upwards. Not far from a rustic Ziarat we crossed to the right 
bank. The river was here about 20 yards broad, holding under its ice-sheet about 2 feet of 
water, but the well-defined, steeply-cut banks rising 6 to 7 feet above the level of the ice 
indicated a considerable volume of water at other seasons. At a deserted hut of rushes marking 
the shepherd station {ktc/iik) of Kara-ochke-oltiirgan (‘where the black goat sat ) we left the 
ponies behind, and struck into the desert south-eastwards. The belt of vegetation, the width 
of which, owing to the persistent haze, it was difficult correctly to estimate as long as we kept 
by the river bank, proved here very narrow. Hence, where we camped for the night, though 
scarcely more than two miles in direct distance from the river, there was only bare erode 
o-round with here and there low sand-cones covered by scanty dead tamarisk scrub. 


' Compare the high Kisil-Kwn range of dunes flanking the upper course 


of the Kerija Darya (see map). 
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Section II.— EXCAVATION OF THE ENDERE TEMPLE 


On the inoniingf of February 2i we continuetl south-eastwards, and after a march of about 
three miles sighted in the distance what the guides called the ‘Potai’ of the ‘ Konc-shahr ’. 
Even from afar I could recognize through my glasses that it was a Stflpa, as I had, of course, 
assumed when this feature of the site was first vaguely mentioned to me at the Mazar. It was 
interesting to note that on approaching the StQpa we passed through a belt of sand-cones 
thickly covered with living tamarisk and the scrub known vls It was here, at a dis- 

tance of about three-quarters of a mile from the StQpa, that we found an old well, which, when 
cleared to a depth of 9 ft., yielded sufficient but nither brackish water. About half a mile 
west of the StQpa we reached eroded ground plentifully strewn with pottery fragments, and 
this continued up to the ruin itself, which such typical ‘ Tati ’ debris surrounded on all sides. 
A rapid inspection of the StQpa i^roved that the ground near it had been eroded to a depth 
of from 10 to 15 ft. in different places, as clearly seen in Fig. 50, which shows the ruin from 
the south-west side, together with the bare loess and low .sands beiiind it ‘. Nor was I surprised 
to find that the ruin had been dug into in two places, no doubt in search of treasure. 

The contingent of labourers ordered up from Niya had arrived just when I was nearing' 
the StQpa. Considering the great distance, some 120 miles, from which the men had been 
brought, and the difficulty of communicating with them over wholly uninhabited ground, I felt 
not a little plea.sed at this well-man.iged concentration, which enabled me to start excavation 
work at once. Leaving, therefore, tlic accurate survey of the StQpa for later, I pushed on w'ith 
increased eagernc.ss south-eastwards to where the remains of ‘ old houses’ were said to exist, 
which held out better antiquarian promi.se than either .StQpa or the Tati around it. For about 
a quarter of a mile the pottery-strewn ground continued, the eroded bare loess soil being exposed 
in wide patches amidst dunes not exceeding 5 to 6 feet. Among the pottery fragments, mostly 
small and showing long-continued abrasion, I noticerl a good deal of coarse black terra-cotta 
and occasional pieces retaining a green glaze. Representative specimens of these materials 
will be found described in the list of anticpies (E. 006). I'hcn followed dunes somewhat higher, 
and among them occasional sand-cones with scanty tamarisk growth. Shrivelled trunks of dead 
Toghraks emerged here and there from the drift-sand in the depressions between the dunes, 
but no trace of structural remains appeared until I had arrived quite close to the dunes sur- 
rounding the ruins which the guides from Imam Ja'far Sadiq and Yartunguz had spoken of as 
‘ old houses ’. The rows of wooden posts rising above tlie sand were a familiar sight. But 
the high brick walls of some large building and the remnants of a massive clay rampart en- 
circling the ruins presented a novel and very striking feature. 

Going over the ground I soon realized that the extant portions of the rampart, which was 
largest and best preserved on the south, had belonged to a circumvallation approximately circular 
and enclosing an area which the subsequent careful survey (see plan in Plate XXXVI) proved to 
be nearly 420 ft. in diameter (including the thickness of the walls). The large building towards 
the eastern segment of the circumvallation (E. iii) was found for the greater part almost 
clear of sand, and clear, too, of objects that could claim archaeoloeical interest. But west of 
It a broad dune stretched across the interior of the fortified area, and near the centre of the 
latter I noticed rows of wooden posts just rising above the sand. Their arrangement in con- 
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centric squares at once recalled the temple cellas with enclosing passages I had excavated at 
Dandan-Uiliq. A little experimental digging at the south-eastern corner of the inner square 
soon brought to light small fragments of soft and much-decayed stucco, which had belonged 
to a large-sized image. So the whole of my little force, counting over twenty ‘Madigars’ 
from Niya, soon supplemented by shepherd-guides and every able-bodied man whom the latter 
could impress at the shepherd stations higher up the river, was at once set to work here. 

Within an hour I had conclusive proof that my surmise was right. From the sand which 
covered the interior to a height of about 5 feet on the east, but increased to fully 7 ft. towards 
the west, there emerged the timber and plaster walls of a square cella enclosed within a passage, 
no doubt intended for circumambulation. The outer walls of the passage had deca}’ed almost 
to the ground, and a good deal of excavation was needed there before the clearing of the 
interior of the cella could be safely proceeded with. Nevertheless, before work ceased witli 
nightfall more stucco fragments had furnished some indication of the general decoration of the 
shrine, while three finds of fragmentary paper leaves with Brahmi writing, among them three 
halves of folia clearly recognizable as belonging to a Buddhist canonical text in Sanskrit (E. i. 
2), had helped me to form an approximately correct idea as to the age of the ruined shrine. 
All these turned up on the east side of the cella, lying in loose sand from i to 2 feet above 
the original floor. On the following day the excavation proceeded sufficiently to show me all 
the main structural features of the small temple. But it was not until the 23rd of February 
that the interior was completely cleared and the rich haul of interesting MSS. and other 
varied finds carefully gathered. 

The cella formed a square of 18 ft. 4 in. inside, enclosed by walls of timber and plaster 
having a thickness of 10 in. As seen in the detailed plan (Plate XXXVI), the walls were 
only roughly orientated. Their construction differed from that observed at Dandan-Uiliq and 
the Niya Site by having no matting within the plaster, but the timber framework was massive, 
as seen in Fig. 49, which shows the cella after excavation, and specially strengthened by diagonally- 
placed rafters. The main posts of both cella and passage stood at a uniform height of 9 ft. 
But it may well be doubted "whether they indicate the original height of the roof, seeing that 
the central group of relief statues must have reached close to that height. The inner faces 
of the walls seemed to have received a rough coating of stucco, but showed no trace of fresco 
decoration. The entrance lay to the east. The enclosing passage, the walls of which were of 
similar construction but far more decayed, was 5 ft. wide ; its plastered floor lay 3 ft. higher 
than that of the cella, a circumstance which had helped, no doubt, to protect the lower portions 
of the cella walls. On the east side the outer wall of the passage had for the greater part 
disappeared entirely, together with the portion of the floor facing the entrance, possibly as a 
result of the early burrowing effected here by treasure-seekers, to which I shall have occasion 
to refer below. 

The four corners of the cella were occupied by plaster images, almost wholly detached 
and standing each on a base meant to represent an open lotus with the petals pointing down- 
wards. Those in the north-west, north-east, and south-west corners alone survived, and they, 
too, only in their lower portions, as seen in the photographs reproduced in Plates XI, XII. Of 
the south-east corner statue nothing remained but the small undefinable fragments which had 
turned up at the first trial excavation. By the side of the statues in the north-east and^ 
south-east corners there must have stood in each case a small figure {d, e, in plan), but ol 
these only the lotus-shaped pedestals remained, the sculptures having crumbled away owing to 
the decay of the east wall behind them. It is impossible to say what divinities all these figures 
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represented, though the position of those in the corners suggests their having been intended 
as Lokapalas or ‘Guardians of the regions’. The drapery resembled that of the Dandan-Uiliq 
figures of divinities, both relief and painted, and unmistakably showed derivation from 
Gandhara models. 

The images, which appear to have been approximately life-size, were modelled in a very Technic 
coarse plaster, consisting of clay mixed with straw and other vegetable matter. To support 
this very friable material a wooden frame was used, built crosswise and supplemented by a 
packing of reed, as partly seen in the photograph of the south-west statue (Plate XII). The 
surface of the sculptures was coated with a very friable sort of stucco, red in colour, and 
consisting, as the analysis with which Professor A. H. Church has kindly supplied me (see 
Appendix F) shows, of loess which contains a considerable proportion of true clay. With 
this stucco was generally found mixed a very fine vegetable fibre, the exact nature of which 
has not yet been determined. The colour once laid over this coating had peeled off to a great 
extent, except where protected, as within the folds of drapery. White appears to have been 
the colour of the robes in the north-east and north-west corner statues, while the drapery of 
the south-west figure showed alternate stripes of reddish-brown and dark blue. Of the upper 
portions of the statues only very small fragments were found, which points to the friable 
material having completely crumbled away before the layers of drift-sand had reached a height 
sufficient to protect them. Many of the fragments, especially those which contained the coarse 
greyish clay of the interior plaster, were so soft as to break up at the slightest touch. 

The pieces which were safely brought away will be found described in the list (E, i. 01-015). Specimei 
It is significant that the great majority of them are small ornaments modelled entirely of the fine of stucco 
red clay, mentioned above as a coating. These had undoubtedly been used in appliqiii fashion, 
and having fallen off early after the abandonment of the shrine had found safe protection under 
the accumulating cover of sand. Most of them turned up on or near the base of the north- 
west and north-east images. Such are the jewelled ornaments (E. i, 01, 02, 014, 015) which, 
like the strings of Manis (E. i. 06, 09, 010), may be supposed to have formed part of necklaces, 
or else to have belonged to arm-bands or tiaras. Specimens are reproduced in Plate LXXVIII. 

A similar ornament appears still attached to the girdle of the south-west corner statue as seen 
in Plate XII, The Vajra-shaped ornaments, E. i. 07, 08 (see Plate LXXVIII), may possibly have 
belonged to the relief decoration of a nimbus similar to those seen behind some of the Rawak Vihara 
statues (see Fig. 61, Plates LXXXIII, LXXXVII). E. i. 013, a shows a corner of the hanging 
robe of the south-west statue, which must have broken off early, and thus has preserved its 
colouring well ; see Plate LXXVIII. The same Plate shows the elongated ear-lobe (E, i. 013. b), 
which had evidently belonged to the north-west figure; a poorly preserved portion of the head 
and right ear of the north-east statue (E. i. 05), as well as some life-size fingers (E. i, 04, on). 

In the latter, just as in the ornaments, a core of wood or cord was used to give strength to 
the plaster. 

The centre of the cella was occupied by a massive octagonal base or platform, gf ft. long Central 
and 7^ ft. broad, which Fig. 49 shows in the foreground. It was built of sun-dried bricks with 
a thick coating of plaster. Each of its facets measured 4 ft. in width, six being slightly curving, 
while those facing east and west were straight, as seen in the detailed plan. The base proper 
rose to a height of 2 ft. 8 in. above the floor. On it four life-size relief statues in stucco must 
once have stood, the lotus-shaped pedestals of three being still more or less intact, while that 
of the fourth facing eastwards had disappeared owing to the damage done to the base by an 
excavation from that side. In the centre, and serving as a backing to the statues, there rose 
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a mass of sun-dried brick and piaster, the curious shape of which the detailed plan will explain. 
The statues once occupying each of its four main faces had completely crumbled away, except 
on the west and north, where the feet with parts of the draped robe below the knees survived. 
As the feet measured in each case i ft. the statues must be supposed to have been about 
life-size. The arrangement of the drapery remains and the shape of the stucco backing sug- 
gested that the statues were seated. There was nothing to indicate what particular Buddhas 
or Bodhisattvas they represented. The work was in relief much lower than that of the corner 
images. Remains of oval halos reaching down to the level of the feet could be distinguished 
on the plaster background. It appears probable that, for purposes of lighting, the cella was 
provided with a raised roof in the centre. With the decay of this the central group of stucco 
sculptures would necessarily have been much exposed to atmospheric influences, which may, 
together with their raised position, account for the scantiness of the remains. 

The east and south-east facets of the base were found to have been completely destroyed 
by an old excavation, undoubtedly the work of treasure-seekers, which had been carried towards 
the centre, but could not be wholly cleared of sand from risk to the extant structure. Of the 
way in which this burrowing affected the MS. finds made in the shrine I shall have to speak 
presently. It also caused the almost complete loss of the fresco paintings with which the 
portion of the base facing the entrance appears to have been decorated. On the north-east 
facet the fresco remains showed two rows of seated male figures, seven in each, apparently Buddhas , 
or Bodhisattvas. The colours had badly faded, and only the outlines could be made out; even 
these were effaced in many places. In spite of this poor preservation the work seemed distinctly 
superior in drawing and execution to the corresponding type of wall-decoration in the Dandan- 
Uiliq shrines. Of the fresco decoration of the eastern facet I fortunately recovered an in- 
teresting fragment in the small piece of painted plaster (E. i. 012), which was found lying in 
the loose sand filling the old excavation made in front of the base. Its careful reproduction 
in Plate LXXIX shows the delicate and harmonious colouring which the little fresco piece retains 
in spite of its faded condition. In it the head and shoulders of a figure surrounded by a green 
nimbus and probably seated can be clearly made out, with portions of the robes of other figures, 
Mr, Andrews’ description in the list below indicates interesting technical details as to the 
preparation of the stucco ground. 

The hopes of MS. remains which the first afternoon’s experimental digging had raised 
were amply realized by the numerous finds made in the course of the subsequent excavation. 
These finds derive particular interest, not only from the variety of languages and texts repre- 
sented among them, but also from the curious conditions in which the numerous MS. portions 
were recovered. That the three leaves (E. i. 2) of a Buddhist text in Sanskrit, discovered on 
the first day about i ft. above the floor of the east side of the central base, had belonged to 
a larger Pothi was at once clear to me, from the pagination numbers on their margins and 
the string holes which showed them to be left halves. I was encouraged in my hope for the 
recovery of more of this text when on the following morning there turned up towards the 
north-east, and also not much above the floor, .two more packets of broken folia (E. i. 4, 5), 
containing between them 12 left halves and 4 right halves of the identical MS. Finally, when 
after excavating the rest of the cella the portion between the east side of the central base 
and the entrance could be completely cleared of sand, there were discovered in the cutting 
about 2 ft. deep which treasure-seekers had made into the floor of that portion two more packets 
of the same text (E. i. 39. 4°). containing 8 left and 19 right halves of folia, besides 2 detached 
half-leaves (E. i. 41, 43). From a comparison of the total number of left and right half lolia, 
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aud from the ladications furnished by the pagination figures, I concluded at the time that we 
possessed in tiiesc leaves the greatest portion of the MS. Dr. Hocrnle’s e.xact analysis^ has 
fully confirmed this conclusion, and has made it probable that all the .|6 leaves of which the 
MS. when entire appears to have consisted are represented among the recovered pieces. Three 
of the folia are complete, their right and left halves having been pieced together with certainty 

(for a specimen see PI. CIX). The full size of the leaves must have been about 14 by 3 in., 

the te.xt being written in five lines on each side in clear upright Gupta characters, which 
Dr. Hoernle assigns to the seventh or eighth century. The te.Kt is a Buddhist canonical work 
of the Dharani class. From the uniformly faded and perished state of the lowest leaves in 
E. i. 5 (left halves) and E. i. .JO (right halves) it appears very probable that the PothI in its 
entire slate must have lain for a long lime before the left and right portions got .separated. 
Possibly the break occurred in course of the excavation made into the central base ; but there 
can be no doubt that this burrowing had caused the dispersion. 

The experience gained at the Dandan-Uilicj ruins suggested from the first that the MS. Dciachcc 
leaves found had originally served as votive offerings. Proof for this surmise was soon forth- as^voUvo 
coming in plenty. Close to the north foot of the central base there turned up two closely- offerings 

packed rolls of paper, which might have fallen from the pedestal of the image above. One 

contained the fragmentary leaf E. i. 6, about 9 by 3 in., written in slanting Central-Asian Brahml 
and a non-Sanskritic language, which PI. CIX reproduces. The other roll (E. i. 7), which was 
secured with a paper strip still closely wound round the centre, and which could be opened 
only in the British Museum, resolved itself into four large folia measuring 18 by 3^ in., written 
in bold upright Gupta characters (see Plate CXI). As Dr. Hoernle's examination has shown 
they must have been taken from an extensive work composed in the non-Sanskritic language 
which he tentatively distinguishes as ‘ pfo^o-Tibetan ’ The frequent occurrence of the Sanskrit 
term d/iaisaj'ya suggests that its subject was medical or magical. Among the remaining finds 
in Bnlhml there were three small pieces of leaves (E. i. 9, 33), which lay on different parts of 
the projecting moulding at the foot of the central base facing to the north, west, and soutli- 
west, respectively. As two of these pieces must have belonged to the same leaf, their position 
made it at once clear that it was torn up purposely in order to furnish fragments for deposition 
before different images. 

This conclusion forced itself upon me in a still more striking way when all round the foot Finds of 
of the central base, as well as on the floor near the pedestals of the images in the north-west, 
south-west, and south-east corners, there turned up besides a large and well-preserved sheet of 
Tibetan writing (E. i. 1 1 ; see PI. CXVIII) and a number of miscellaneous Tibetan fragments 
(E. i. 15, 19, 20, 25, 31 ; see PI. CXVIII), which, by the uniformity of the clear, well-formed writing 
and of the paper, I could easily recognize on the spot as portions of an identical Pothi. The 
widely different positions in which these fragmentary pieces were recovered will be found noted 
in the list. Some picked up underneath the walls or on the floor might have been blown away 
from their original place of deposition ; but most of them had evidently been retained by the 
accumulation of drift-sand in the place where the last owner of the MS. had intended to pro- 
pitiate with them the various divinities. The fragments recovered, 27 in all, have been proved Tibetan 
by Dr. Barnett to have originally formed part of a large Putin, about 17^ in. long and 2| in. 
broad, containing the canonical text of the ^dlislamba-sUtra embodied in the collection of the 

See his note xxiiL below, p. 439. * Comp, regarding this language, represented also among 

= See Dr. Hoernle’s note x.wi. below, p. 440. the Dandan-Uiliq finds, above, pp. 271 sq. • 
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Kanjur^ By a painstaking comparison with the text which the latter collection contains 
Dr. Barnett has succeeded in determining the correct order of all the fragments, even the smallest 
and has thus been able to prepare the edition presented in Part i. of Appendix B. There! 
too, will be found Dr. Barnett’s annotated transcriptions of the miscellaneous fragments of 
religious works (Part ii.), and a full translation, with exegetical notes, by the Rev. Mr. Francke, 
of the two religious poems which the completely preserved sheet (E. i. ii) has proved to 
contain (Part iii.). 

Referring for details to Dr. Barnett’s introductory remarks on the ^alistamba-sutra hlS. 
and to the Preliminary Notice of my Tibetan hlS, finds previously published by him «, I shall 
briefly indicate here the main facts as to the material, &c., of this MS., and the philological 
and historical interest attaching to its text. Several of the pieces consist of practically full half- 
leaves like E. i. 244-21, 10-M3, which Plate CXVII reproduces. In the arrangement of the 
lines (five per page) and the string-hole the MS. does not differ materially from the early 
Brahmi Pothis previously described. But here the writing is confined to one side of the leaf 
only, a peculiarity which from the first attracted my attention. It has found its explanation 
in the interesting results of the detailed microscopical and chemical analysis to which 
Professor J. Wiesner kindly subjected the paper used in these leaves k His investigations 
have proved that the paper consists wholly of the well-macerated raw fibres of a Thymelaeacea, 
in all probability a Daphne plant, such as Daphne papyracea, which is still used in the pre- 
paration of modern Nepal paper. As this plant and kindred species of Daphne are not to 
be found in Eastern Turkestan, it becomes highly probable that the MS. was not written in 
the country, but imported from Tibet. An equally notable difference from the paper of the 
other ancient MSS. excavated by me at this site, as well as at Dandan-Uiliq, is presented by 
the very peculiar method adopted for making the body of the paper impermeable to liquid ink, 
and thus its surface more suitable for writing. Professor Wiesner has discovered that this 
object was attained here not by ‘sizing’ with a glue of starch, a method of which various 
fashions can be traced in the early Turkestan papers®, but by heavily ‘loading’ the paper 
with unaltered starch of rice flour, and on that side only which was intended to be written 
upon. Professor Wiesner has discussed in full detail the interest which this method of ‘ loading , 
not previously observed by him in any ancient Asiatic papers, presents for the historical 
development of early paper manufacture®. For our purposes it is also important as further 
evidence of the importation of this particular MS. Of the paper used for the minor Tibetan 
text fragments, including the sheet E. i. ii, Professor Wiesner has proved that it agrees in .ill 
main characteristics with the paper of the old Brahmi MSS. and Chinese ■ documents contained 
in Dr. Hoernle’s and my own collections'®. These texts may, therefore, be supposed to have 
been actually written within the Khotan region. 

The recovered fragments of the Salistamba-sutra represent about one half of the text as 
contained in the Kanjur, and known also from quotations of its Sanskrit original and from 
Chinese versions The te.\t differs but little from ‘ the version of the Kanjur, which indeed 


‘ The first idoniification of the text was made indepen- 
dently by Professors C. Bcndall and L. de la Vallde Poussin, 
the latter recognizing it in the specimens reproduced in 
Plate XVI of my Prelimmary Report-, see JJt.A.S., 1903, 
p. 1x3. 

‘ See J.Rul.S., 1903, pp. 109-1^. 

^ Compare Professor Wiesner’s article Rin tuiter Betircig 
• - ' zur Gescbichle des Papieres, reprinted from tlte Silzunips- 


lerichte of the Imperial Academy, Vienna, c.xtviii, i 9 °i> 
pp. 14-21. 

* As, e.g., in tlie Chinese document D. vii. 3, bee 
Wiesner, loc. dt., pp. ix sqtp; also IIocrnIe,/.A’..'l.-i’.r lyoj- 
p. 678. 

* Comp, ibid., pp. x 3 sqq. 

” See ibid., p. 2 x note. 

“ Szc/.R..I.S., i9°3,VP- 
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seems to be little more than a later revision of it, with occasional expansions and substitutions 
of glosses for earlier and more ambiguous terms'. Yet the philological importance of these 
fragments is great; for together with the smaller Tibetan text fragments and the sgraffiti to 
be mentioned presently, they are the earliest specimens of Tibetan writing so far known. The 
archaeological evidence set forth below clearly proves that none of the MS. remains discovered 
in the Enderc shrine can have been deposited there later than the eighth century. In the 
light of the chronology thus fixed the archaic peculiarities of orthography, first noticed by 
Dr. Barnett in the Sfdistamba-sQtra, and also by the Rev. Mr. Fraucke in the two religious 
poems, assume their true significance. But it is, perhaps, even more noteworthy that by the 
side of these pre-classical spellings the latter pieces, as fidly explained in Mr. I'rancke's General 
Note, furnish also instances of an orthography agreeing with modern dialectal forms. I am Historic 
not competent to express an opinion as to the very interesting questions which, as forcibly set 
forth in the remarks of my learned collaborators, these observations arc bound to raise as to Tibetan 
the real age of the invention of the Tibetan alphabet and of the first introduction of Buddhism 
into Tibet But it appears to me that the fact of the Endere texts showing a writing which 
does not difier from the modern dbtt-can script may well deserve consideratioir in this connexion. 

Seeing that by the evidence of our Enderc texts this script is shown to have already assumed 
in the eighth century that final form in which it continues to the present day, while the 
classical orthography so intimately connected with it is proved to have been at that time 
already archaic, it seems difficult to resist a doubt as to the correctness of the tradition which 
places the invention of both the Tibetan orthography and characters only about a century 
earlier. 

But these miscellaneous votive deposits of MSS., or pieces of such, in Brfihml and Tibetan Fr.igmci 
scripts were not the only written remains unearthed in this small temple. A very interesting 
discovery was that of two tiny fragments of birch-bark, showing each a few characters in birch-bai 
Brahmi, which were found sticking to the plaster of the south wall surface about l ft. above 
the floor and about 6 ft. from tlie south-east corner, 'bhere was nothing to indicate how they 
had got there, and what the character might have been of the MS. leaf from which they had 
become detached. The few Aksaras visible in each fragment seemed Sanskrit, and the writing 
of an upright Gupta type, which looked older than that of any Bnlhml MS. finds at this site 
or Dandan-Uiliq. Curiously enough, a few thin scraps of birch-bark, with traces of a character 
or two in Brrdiml, turned up among the sand and debris of the hole which had been dug into 
the central base. Is it possible that the latter once contained some deposit, as usually inserted 
into the base of Stupas ? 

In different places on the floor, but in no case on or near an image pedestal, I discovered I'MKrncnt, 
three small pieces of paper with Chinese writing (E. i. S, 36, 4.}.). Though they are mere 
fragments, M. Chavannes’ translation, contained in Part iii. of Appendix r/, clearly shows that 
they belonged to secular documents, such as those found in the Dancldn-Uiliq dwellings aiui 
shrines, and not to religious texts. In E. i. 44 we have manifestly the [Jortion of an official 
record, for it mentions the petition of a certain functionary, as well as the ‘commander-in chief 
of the army of Tso yil tin, Wanjr (?) Chih-clnawf. E. i. S, 36 arc scraps of ]).ipcrs manifestly 
relating to private affairs, possibly petitions. None of them contains any d.ue, yet even thus 
they may claim chronological value ; for in view of what we have learned .ilwve as to the 
events which finally brought to a close Chinese supremacy over Eastern re.rlccst.ln as main- 
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tainecl by the T'angs these finds of Chinese documents would suffice to show that the Endere 
temple and the structures surrounding, it must have been abandoned not later than the end of 
the eighth century. 

Fortunately a dated Chinese record inscribed on the walls of the shrine itself supplements 
this terminus ad qncm by more precise chronological information, I mean the Chinese sgraffito 
in three rows of characters which the clearing of tiie west wall of the cella brought to light close 
to the left of the north-west corner image, as seen in the photograph reproduced in Plate XI. 
Owing to the decay of the upper portion of the wall the top of the second and third rows is 
lost, but luckily the shorter first row on the right, containing the commencement of the record, 
has escaped mutilation. As shown by M. Chavannes’ translation in Part iii. of Appendix A, 
it states the date when the record was inscribed as the seventh year of the K'ai-yiian period, 
or 719 A.D. Owing to the original .surface of tlie rough and friable wall plaster, into which 
tlie characters had been scratched with some blunt-pointed instrument, having peeled off in 
parts the first character []{] ICeti has become indistinct. It was, therefore, at first thought 
possible that it might read {Chcng-ynaii), which would have made the year intended corre- 
spond to 791 A.D. But iM. Chavannes’ reading of it has been confirmed by three Chinese 
literati as w’ell as by Dr. Bushel!, who all, after careful e.\'amination of my photographs, arrived 
independently at the same reading, and it is supported by internal evidence in the text of 
the sgraffito itself. 

The latter, as far as it can be interpreted in its incomplete state, distinctly mentions the 
‘Four Garrisons’ and the ‘Great Fan’, i. e. the Tibetans, as well as the latter’s officers. It 
further records that ‘ the high dignitary of the (ai-cJiang (court of sacrificial worship), Cliin 
C/iia-kshig, returned to the district placed under his orders’. Whether it was this personage 
or some other Chinese dignitary who, in a preceding passage, is said to have ‘heard that his 
commissioner of troops and of the cavalry was dead’ must remain uncertain. Nor has 
INI. Chavannes been able to discover Ch'in Chia-hsing’s name in Chinese historical records. 
We have seen above that in 790 a. d., or at the latest in 79 1 a. d., Chinese authority in 
Eastern Turkestan, after having from about 766 a. d. maintained itself only with difficulty and 
in complete isolation from the rest of the empire, finally succumbed to Tibetan invasion It 
seems difficult to believe that in the very year when the effacement of Chinese dominion had 
been completed and the ‘ Four Garrisons ’ had ceased to exist in name as well as in reality, 
a Chinese dignitary should have recorded on the walls of a Buddhist shrine on the confines 
of Khotan his return ‘ to the district placed under his orders ’. On the other hand, we know 
that from 714 a. d. onwards the Tibetans had been annually harassing the Chinese borders, 
and that in alliance with the Arabs and the rebellious Western Turks they had invaded the 
‘Four Garrisons’ about 717 a.d.'® From 719 a. d. onwards, however, a series of records m 
the T'ang Annals attest the gradual reassertion and extension of Chinese power in the Tarim 
Basin and the neighbouring regions^'. These successes of the Emperor Hsiian-tsung’s policy 
seem to have been attained rather by diplomacy than by armed power. Possibly we have 
some trace of this in the respectful reference our sgraffito makes to the ‘ Great Fan ’, the very 
title by which the Tibetans designate themselves in the Lhasa inscription of 822 a. d. recording 
a treaty with China. 


See above, pp. 63 sqq., 176; also chap. i.\. sec. vii., 
p. 284. 

n See above pp. 63 sqq., also Appendi.x A., part i. 


See above, p. 62 j Bushell, Tlis Early History ^Tihdj 
p. 26; Chavannes, Turcs occid., p. 284, note 2. 

Comp. Turcs occid., p. 292. 
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However this iu;iy be, the proloni^cd pre.scncc; of Tibetans at the site is attested not Tibota 
merely l)y tiu: votive oiVorin.^s of Tibetan M.SS. already tlescribed, but also by a series of 
Tibetan S;4ramti found scr.uched by various hands, often very cursive, into the north and south 
walls of the cella. Tljose on the latter side have been reproduced in Plate XH, while all of 
them, as far as they are decipherable from the phototj:raphs and eye-copies taken by me, will 
be found trai'.slated and learnctlly commented upon by the Rev. Mr. Francke in Part iv. of 
Appendi.'v />’. 'Phey appear to be votive, recortiin^ offerings made to certain divinities, and 
indicatin;^: the benefits piously hoiicd fur in return. A journey ‘ to the land on the other side 

(’ribet?)’, on winch the donors of a ‘ wool-ox ‘ expect to meet with ‘wealth, food, and grass', 

is indicated as the special occasion of the off<;ring recorded in the sgraffito towards the south- 
west corner (to the riglit in Plate XI 1 ). Thc-se 'I'ibetan scrawling:; looked on the whole less 
well-preserved than the Chinese sgraffito, and there was certainly nothing about them to indicate 
their being later in date. On the contrary, the difference in state of preservation between the 
Chinese sgraflito on the wc:iC wall and an almost completely ciucctl ami illegible Tibetan .scrawl 
on the same w.dl sugge.siei! the reverse conclusion. 

Xo direct chronological clue is furnished by the Tibetan sgraffiti ; but it can be considered Date of 
quite certain that the dale when they and the Chine.se inscription were .scratched into the walks 
could not have preceded by many years the deposition of the various manuscripts and the tcinjilo. 
snb-jequent abandonment of the shrine, d'he rough ami frialile plaster of these cella walks was 
not a material that couKi, wiieii exposcii, remain intact for a long period without repair, and 
with its renewal all these casual scratching': as well as the Chinese record would, no doubt, 
have vanished. 'I'aklng into account the plainly attested date of the latter, this consideration 
fixes approximately the middle of tlie eighth century as the l.ilcsi [>os.sible time for the aban- 
donment of the shrine, and implicitly al::o for the production of the maiuiscripls foiiiul in it. 

This conclusion fully accords with the fact that among tlie eiglu Chine.se copper coins found 
cither within the Endere fort or in its close vicinity there is not a single specimen of the 

T'ang issue.s so common at Damkin-Uiliq ’k It also accounts for the distinctly older ajjpearaiice 

which the sciilpiund and pictorial remains of Endere .seem to bear as compared with those of 
the Dandan-Uiliq slirine.s. 

The possibility of approximately exact dating invests with special interest a series of votive Colourcc 
offerings of a humbler kind, which I found .scattered in front of the various image bases, and 
which still remain to be mentioned. 'I'he rectangular piece of paper (E. i. 19. a, see Plate LXXIX) 
found in the sand close to the north-west facet of the central base shows a rapid but spirited 
sketch in colours of a IJactrian camel suckiiiig her calf. Good observation is displayed in the 
drawing. On the Inmlqiiarter appears a brand. Could it be that of the owner, who, perhaps, 
deposited the sketch as an e.x-voto to recover a lost animal? Two smaller piece.s of paper 
(E. i. 25. a, b, sec Plate LXXIX), found rolled up together at the base of the north-west corner 
image, are mere fragments of larger sketches, one of them interesting on account of the Chinese 
look of the head represented. 

But far more numerous were die small strips of tcxtile.s, sometimes shaped into little Strips of 
pennons, or else mere shred.s, evidently torn from garments, which were found mixed up w'ith , 

the RfS, pieces in front of the Image bases, '1 hey comprised many fabrics, from elaborately- as cx-vo;o 
woven silk brocades to simple but strong cotton stuffs resembling the modern ‘ Kham ', and 
already referred to in HsUan-tsang's account. Sometimes pieces of the same material turned 

Among these coins from Endere, most of them fragmentary, ihreo are wu-chu pieces, while tlie rest bear no 
legend ; see App. D. 
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up in different parts of the central base as \kll as before the corner images, evidently deposited 
by the same person, anxious to propitiate all the divinities. The variety of this collection vividly 
reminded me of the wojiderful display of rags that graces the approaches to the resting-place 
of Imam Ja'far Sadiq, and swings from high staffs over the supposed tombs of other isaints 
throughout Turkestan. Islam has indeed little changed the popular type of ex-votos which 
were in vogue during Buddhist times, and which in this case has provided for us a sample 
collection of ancient fabrics of no small archaeological interest. Among the specimens carefully 
described by Mr. Andrews in the list below, and partly reproduced in Plates LXXVI, 
LXXVII there may be mentioned the little pennons (E. i. oi6, 017), made up of silk pieces 
of different colours and qualities, several of them strongly ribbed. The heavy silk brocades 
(E. i. 018, 019) show remarkable mastery in weaving technique and in the harmonious mixing 
of colours. To do full justice to the latter in the reproduction could, owing to the number 
and delicate blending of the different shades, have been attempted only at a prohibitive cost. 
Examining in the original even so small a shred as E. i. 020, with a ground of deep gold 
colour and a pattern in white, red-brown, deep blue, and green, some idea can be gained as 
to the artistic richness of these garments. Loosely-woven silk fabrics are E. i. 021, 022, and 
the muslin-like piece E. i. 024. Another silk of this kind (E. i. 027) shows a pattern in satin 
stitch. Excellent workmanship is displayed by the finely-woven white cotton or linen, E. i. 023, 
with its lozenge diaper pattern. In E. i. 026 we have a sample of plain cotton cloth dyed 
dull violet-brown. Finally the peculiar technique ^of ‘knot-dying’, still largely practised in 
North-western India, is illustrated by the piece of blue cotton cloth, E. i. 029, sewn into what 
seems to have been a small bag, and ornamented by flower-like patterns executed in knot-work, 
white on blue. 


Section III.—THE RUINED FORT AND STUPA OF THE ENDERE SITE 

Immediately after the clearing of the temple had been completed on the morning of 
February 23, I excavated the row of small rooms marked E. ii, situated to the north of 
it, at a distance of about 50 ft. The walls here too were built of a timber framework with 
plaster just as in the cella, but had decayed badly, as the cover of sand was only from i to 5 ft- 
in height. On the north there adjoined a walled-in courtyard which seemed to have been used 
once in part as a cattle-shed. In the easternmost room there was found a cavity constructed 
in the floor adjoining the south wall, about 4 ft. long, 3 ft. broad, and 4 ft. deep. Its sides 
were all carefully plastered. Its purpose could not be definitely established ; it might possibly 
have served as a grain store. That in all probability this dwelling had been tenanted by a small 
monastic establishment became evident by the finds in the room next to the west. 

This little apartment, measuring only 8 ft. by 4I ft. (marked E. ii. in plan, Plate XXX VI), 
had its narrow south wall decorated with an elaborate fresco painting, still retaining in part 
its original vivid colours (see Plate X). Of the central figure, which was about life-size and 
probably represented a Buddha or Bodhisattva, there remained only the feet and the lower 
portion of the robe, since the wall had broken away above 4 ft. from the floor. The oval vesica 
painted behind the figure showed small representations of seated Buddhas or saints, all painte 

I may note that the Plates show in most cases only small sample cuttings, after the fashion of a draper’s catalogue. 
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alike in red robes on blue grov\nd, each surrovindcd by a light green halo about 4 in. in diameter. 
In the triangular space left on each side at the foot of tlic vesica there appeared nearest to the 
latter a figure kneeling or seated, more or less effaced, and behind it a figure standing with 
uplifted sword. The foot of the wall was decorated with a frieze-like painting about i ft. 10 in. 
high, divided into two broad bands by an angular fret. In tiie upper one there appeared, where 
the surface had not peeled off, representations of swimming geese and of ileur-de-lys-likc leaves, all 
in blue over a vivid green ground. The lower banti, which can be made out in the photograph 
(Plate X), consisted of triangular imbrications alternately blue and green painted over a rich red 
ground. A similar style of decoration, but less carefully c.xccutcd, can be seen in the photograph 
showing the remains of frescoes on a wall of the Dandan-Ui!i([ shrine D. vi (Plate IV). 

In the east wall of the little apartment, where it adjoined the frescoed south wall, a row 
of elaborately turned balusters of wood (see Plate X) was found inserted, with their back set 
into the plaster. Tite object served by this arningement is not clear, but the top of the balustrade 
thus formed may possibly have served as a place of deposit for votive offerings. Within the 
south-east corner, and lying in loose sand about in. above the floor, I discovered the well- 
preserved small painted panel (E. ii. t) reproduced in Plate LXXVIII. It shows a seated 
Ganesa or Vinayaka, four-armed, all details in the representation of the elephant-headed god 
being thoroughly Indian. It is well-known that he has remained a favouiite in all Buddhist 
churches of Northern Asia which have been influenced by the Mahayana system k A fragment 
of a planed beam or jx)st, about 3 ft, long with a width of 6 in. and much decayed by exposure, 
was found lying along the foot of the west w.all. It showed faint outlines of part of a Buddha-head 
drawn in dark brown colour, with a small nimbus behind, and might have formed part of a 
decorated door jamb. The character of all these painted remains leaves no doubt that this small 
room served as a chapel. 

The remaining rooms westwards, which showed a floor raised 3 ft. above that of E, ii., 
yielded no finds. Also the detached and in part badly decayctl small structures (E. iv) to the 
north west of the temple were found completely empty but for a well-finished fireplace in plaster. 

Apart from the ramparts enclosing the fort, the ruins of the large brick- walled building 
occupying the eastern portion of the circumvallated area were certainly the most striking feature 
of the site. The photograph (Fig. .j8) taken front the west, shows them as they appeared before 
any excavation began. The massive walls of sun-dried bricks were in the southern part of the 
main building almost clear of sand, and still rose in places to heights up to 10 ft. The northern 
portion, including the half-open hall (E, iii.) and the large apartment forming the north-east 
corner, was, however, filled with drift-sand, rising from about 6 ft. in the latter to fully 9 ft. in 
the former. The walls, shown to scale in the plan (Plate XXXVI), had a thickness varying 
from 4 ft. in the main outside walls to 2 ft. 3 in. in others. The bricks, which contained much 
straw, with the occasional addition of bits of bone, wood, pottery, and similar refuse, were of two 
sizes. The usual make measured about 17 in. square with a thickness of 5 in., while another 
size, about 12 in. square and 3 in. thick, was used in some of the thinner walls. The horizontal 
rows of bricks were set in layers of mud, about 2 in. thick, and mixed with much straw. In the 
larger rooms massive posts of wood, about 5 in. square at their foot, but rounded where they 
projected pilaster-like beyond the wall facing, had been set into the walls at regular intervals, 
evidently to serve as supports for the roof beams. These posts were more or less intact in the 
rooms filled by sand (see Fig. 48 on left; also Plate XI), while in the rest cavities left by them 
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' Comp., c.g., GrUnwcdel-Burgess, Buddhist art, p. 183. 
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in the walls indicated their position, the wood itself having perished through exposure. The 
remains of massive roof-beams were found lying in the sand above the floor of the north-east 
corner room. Both there and in the hall (E. iii.) intermediary free-standing posts had helped to 
carry them -. ■ 

Owing to the large size of the sand-filled rooms in the northern part of the building their 
clearing proved a very heavy task, and could, within the limited time available, be accomplished 
only by keeping every available hand at work until late into the niglit on the 24th and 25th 
of February. Ihe offer of additional wages and free rations made the men willing to. face the 
fatigue and the bitter cold of this night labour, while big bonfires kindled with the plentiful 
dead tamarisk roots gave the light needed. The rooms proved, as I had expected, to have 
been completely cleared of all movable objects. But in the corner room a sitting platform, 
3 ft. broad, as well as a large fireplace, were brought to light, while in the hall (E. iii.), open 
towards the south, the rough plaster surface of the partly well-preserved east wall proved to 
be covered with sgraffiti both Tibetan and Chinese. The photograph reproduced in Plate XI 
shows those to the south of the central pilaster of wood, the scribblings north of it being of 
a similar type, M. Chavannes’ reading and translation, as given in Appendix A, Part iii. shows 
that the Chinese characters nearest to the pilaster contain a mention of ‘ the imperial envoy Hsiii 
Li-c/iait whose identity, unfortunately, has not been established. The other Chinese scrawls 
are too rough and effaced to permit of decipherment. 

The Tibetan sgraffiti on this wall are on the whole better preserved than the Chinese 
ones, across which they are partly written, and bear the appearance of being later. They 
have been deciphered from my photographs and hand-copies by the Rev. Mr. Francke, whose 
transcripts and annotated translations will be found in Part iv. of Appendix B. The most 
interesting among these scribblings is, undoubtedly, the one which Mr, Francke marks with C, 
and which in the photograph reproduced in Plate XI is seen on the top below some coarse 
Tibetan and Chinese scrawls. According to Mr. Francke’s rendering the main portion of this 
sgraffito records: ‘At Pyagpag (in the) province of Upper ajoin lorn this army was outwitted, 
and a tiger’s meal was obtained (i.e. many were killed).’ To this is added, in coarse big letters, 
evidently by a different hand ; ‘ (Now) eat until you are fat,’ Have we here a record of some 
victorious Tibetan engagement, perhaps with a Chinese force ? The words, especially those 
of the postscript, seem to have a strain sufficiently truculent to have been scratched in by 
some Tibetan brave who took his share in the fighting. But this does not help us to identify 
either the localities named or the event alluded to. The remaining three sgraffiti translated 
by Mr. Francke (one of them A, scratched in close to a small but well-drawn sketch of a 
charging tiger) seem to be scribblings of a still more casual character, referring to some property 
lost, a picture possibly once displayed on the wall, &c. 

The ruined building, E. in, was undoubtedly the main structure within the area enclosed 
by the ramparts, and, judging from the size of its halls and rooms, and the general arrangement 
of its plan, I think it safe to conclude that it had served as the residence of the officer and 
establishment, for the protection of whom the fort must be supposed to have been prirnarily 
intended. Somehow the spaciousness of the whole structure suggested resemblance to a Chinese 
Ya-men, but I am unable tp judge how far the disposition of the rooms, &c., might be com- 
patible with Chinese architectural convention. . . 

* The large beam seen embedded in a slanting position space along the south wall of the building had once been 
on the right in Fig. 48 probably also served originally as roofed over like E, iii. 
a wall post. If so it would be an .indication that the open 



483 


Sec. in] THE RUINED FORT AND STOPA OF THE ENDERE SITE 


The only other structure of any size of which remains could be traced within the ruined Excava 

fort was the dwelling (E. v) to the south-east of the temple. The few broken posts protruding 

from the sand, which first attracted my attention to it (partly visible in the foreground of Fig. 51) 
proved to have belonged to an upper story which otherwise had almost completely disappeared 
through erosion. Its floor seemed to have been approximately on a level with that of the 
temple and of E. iii. There were distinct indications that the walls of this upper story had, 
apart from the timber framework, consisted of rows of cakes of hard-beaten sheep-dung placed 
vertically and joined by layers of clay. From my labourers I learned that the use of this queer 
building material is not altogether unknown at the present day. Below these thin walls the Undcr- 

excavation brought to light a lower story or basement, which, as the plan shows, had main 

walls of stamped clay over 4 feet in thickness. The interior walls dividing some small apart- E. v. 
ments were of tltc usual timber and plaster type, and only 6 to 8 in. thick. It is probable 
that the great thickness of the main walls was intended to meet the pressure of the surrounding 
spil. There was no entrance leading tlirough any of the outer walls of this basement story, 
which thus could have been entered only by stairs from above. Probably one or the other of 
the small apartments separated by timber and plaster walls had contained the ladders that 
served for stairs. Set into the clay walls were massive posts, which continued into the super- 
structure. They are seen in the photograph reproduced in Plate X, which shows the south-western 
corner room after partial clearing. The large and well-preserved fireplace found in this room (also 
seen in the photograph) showed a projecting top decorated with elaborate mouldings in stucco. 

In construction it closely resembled some of the firephees found in the Dandan-Uiliq dwellings. 

Its presence proves that the Easement rooms, all of which appear to have had a height of 9 ft., 
must have been partly at least used for living purposes at certain seasons. Such wholly or 
partially underground apartments were, no doubt, easier to keep warm in the severe winter. 

They may have thus corresponded in a reverse way to the Tiu-Muitas of Peshawar and the 
northern Punjab, constructed as a cool refuge against the torrid heat of the Indian summer 
months, which are alluded to, I think, in Philostratus’ account of Apollonius of Tyana’s Indian 
journey. The laborious clearing of these basement rooms w.as not rewarded by any finds of 
movable objects. 

No structural remains, besides those already described and the much-decayed walls of a Refuse 
room built against the northernmost part of the ramparts, could be traced within tire circum- aycumula 
vallation. Nor, having regard to the conditions of the sand and to the available space, did it grounT 
appear likely that other ruins of any size could lie hidden beneatli the drift-sand. In the 
northern portion of the enclosed area, where a good deal of ground lay almost bare of sand 
(see plan), compact layers of rubbish, consisting chiefly of horse-dung, stable refuse, and straw, 


were found in one place to cover the soil to a height of 3 to 4 ft. In order to assure myself 
of the character of these rubbish accumulations I had a broad trench dug across the whole 
of them down to the natural ground. But the only finds, besides the refuse described, were 
broken pieces of coarse pottery and occasional bits of rough cotton fabrics and felt, as well as 
some cotton seed. It was evident that this portion of the ground had been used for stabling 
during a prolonged period. Further to the north the bare ground was covered with coarse 
potsherds, and the same also strewed in profusion the open ground to the south of E. i and 
E. Ill, which erosion, still actually proceeding, had lowered from 3 to 5 ft. below the floor-level 


of the latter buildings. Just outside the gate of the fort pottery d<;bris was also plentiful. 

Not the least interesting feature of the ruins were the remains of the ramparts which had Construc- 

once defended this small agglomeration of buildings. There was nothing to tell of the attacks 

_ . ramparts. 
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of enemies which they may have once resisted,! but they had certainly helped to ward off tlttt , 
worst danger of ancient remains in the desert iregion— the erosive action of winds and moving : ! 
sand. Looking around from' the ruined walls it was easy to realize . that the original of 
the surrounding ground had been lowered at least lo ft. by erosion, inside the circumvaUatkm- ; 
the drift-sand, when once accumulated, was less liable to be shifted , by the winds, and Aiis- ' 
provided a protecting cover for the ruins. Whilb thus fulfilling for many centuries its defensilw: 
function in a fashion the original builders could never have, contemplated, the circumvallatipn ' 
itself had suffered badly. The portion facing [due south and flanking the gate, which. Fig. 51 \ ' 
shows, about 160 ft. long in. all, alone still retained distinct indications of dts. original con- 
struction and character. The small segments surviving at other points; as marked in the plan . 
(the background in Fig. 48 and in the photograph of E. v in Plate X shows two of them), had 
decayed into more or less shapeless mounds, which, however, were useful for determining'; the 
original circumference. The circumvallation consisted of a solid rampart of stamped clayey loes^ 
probably built up in rectangular forms, after the fashion which still prevails throughout Central 
Asia wherever mud walls are used for building's or fortification In the north-western s^fment, 
however, I noticed that pieces , of hard loess held together by calcareous formations had been 

embedded in horizontal layers into the usual stamped clay. . 

The width of the rampart appears to have- been about 30 ft. at the base, diminishing higher 
up, as seen also in the section of the ancient walls of Ak-sipil fort (Plate XXXIX). The , 
height in the southern segment, where alone (it could be determined with some approach; to . 
accuracy, was 171- ft., measured from the floor-level of E. ni. On the top of the ramparts : ; 
ran a parapet, 5 ft. 6 in. high and about 3 ft. thick, built of sun-dried bricks, and still .clwriy 
traceable for a distance of about 40 ft. to the jeast of the gate. ■ The: bricks were of the larger 

size used in the main walls of E. iii. Behind the parapet ran a platform, indicated by horizontal 

layers of brushwood embedded in the clay, evidently for the sake of giving greater consistency 
to the top of the rampart. The gate, now marked only by a gap in the rampart, and approxH- 
mately 18 ft. wide, was flanked on either side by a small square bastion or tower, projecting 
about 20 ft. beyond the outer foot of the -circular rampart. These flanking defences had decayed 
too far to permit of an accurate survey. To the west of the gate, and close to the inner 
side of the rampart, rows of massive posts (see Fig. 51) indicated a small room which had been 
built into the inner escarpment, evidently to serve, the purposes of a ^ard-robm. Owing to 
the erosion proceeding along the inner foot of the circumvallation the . floor of the gate now . ; 
appears in the photograph to be raised above the general ground-level. ' ; 

The other surviving small segments of the ramparts, varying in height from 5 to IS - 
showed no indications of any other gate, nor of jbastions. Nor were the latter particularly needed, 
seeing that the circular shape of the fort effectively provided against any ‘ dead angles '. . Thi* 
circular construction was traced by me again in the wall remnants of the ancient, fort of 
Ak-sipil while modified into an oval it recurs in the probably mediaeval small strmigh^ 
found near the site of Uzun-Tati ®. The manifest advantages of this ground-plan: for forrifieo 
stations of modest size seem still to be appreciated by the Chinese authorities in Easrt^ 
Turkestan, since I found the mud walls of the little military post of Opal between T5d»n»»: . 

and Kashgar constructed exactly in the same fashion®*. ■ . 

’ I have noticed it used in many a place of Baluchislar * See below, chap. xiv. - , . 

and the Indian N.W. Frontier, from Kalat to Peshawar ‘ Comp. chap. xui. ' /. - , , 

much after the manner commonly employed throughoui ** Ruins of Kholan,'p.in, ■ . 

Turkestan, both Chinese and Russian. ' ' 
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There is nothing in the ruined fort of Endere, the survey of which we have now completed, 
directly to indicate the purpose for Avhich it was originally placed here. But the approximate date 
we have ascertained for its abandonment, Avhen compared with what Hsiian-tsang tells us of the 
condition of this region in the middle of the preceding century, supplies reasonably safe ground 
for surmises. When the pilgrim had started eastwards from Ni-jang or Niya, he entered ‘a great 
drifting sand desert’ “the terror and dangers of which for wayfarers he graphically describes, much 
in the same fashion as Marco Polo, more than six centuries later, described the great desert between 
Lop Nor and Sha-chou After having travelled through the moving sands for four hundred 11, 
or four marches, he arrived at ‘the old country of the Tu-Imo-lo This country had 

long been uninhabited. All the tOAvns presented the appearance of an unoccupied waste 
Six hundred li further to the east he reached the old kingdom of CM-mo-t'o-na ^ 
where the city walls still stood high, but there were no inhabitants. This Ch^-mo-t'o-na, for which 
the older name of Chii-mo {Tsiu-vio') ‘s correctly given in Hsiian-tsang's ‘ Life’®, can be no 

other than the oasis of Charchan ; the position of the latter is clearly indicated on the one hand by 
the distance of a thousand li from Ni-jang or Niya, which accurately coincides with the ten marches 
reckoned at the present day between the two places, and on the other by the bearing and distance 
to Na-fo-po or Lou-lan, which the pilgrim’s narrative places to the north-east and at a thousand li. 
Na-fo-po or Lou-lan has long ago been identified as the vicinity of Lop-Nor, and a look at the 
map shows that the oasis of Charchan lies to the south-Avest of the latter and almost exactly 
halfAvay betAveen Lop-Nor and Niya. 

The relative distances Avhich HsUan-tsang has recorded to Ni-jang or Niya and Ch6-mo-t*o-na 
or Charchan, respectively, oblige us to look for the deserted settlements of Avhat he calls ‘ the old 
country of Tu-huo-lo’ in the tract surrounding the actual Endere site; for the latter lies Avithin 
tAvelve miles or so of the direct route from Niya to Charchan and, as Dr. Hedin’s map 
shows, some sixteen miles nearer to Niya than to Charchan Seeing that about 645 a.d. this 
tract was already a Avaste abandoned to the desert, the question arises hoAV to account for the 
existence in it of the ruins excavated by me, Avhich Avere undoubtedly occupied during the early 
part of the eighth century. Tavo explanations appear open. Either the tract, perhaps in conse- 
quence of the improved conditions following the establishment of Chinese authority throughout 
Eastern Turkestan, Avhich as Ave have seen took place Avithin a little over ten years after Hsuan- 
tsang’s passage^®, had again come under cultivation and received a settled population. The 


' See Mimoires, ii. p. 347 ; Beal, ii. p. 324 sq. 

‘ See Yule, Marco Polo, i. p. 196 sq. 

® See Mimoires, ii. p. 247 ; Beal, ii. 325. 

’ See Vie de H.-Th., p. 290 ; Chavannes, Voyage de Song 
Fun, p. 13, note i. The Hsi-yil-chi erroneously reads 
VM ^ Ni-mo. Comp, also Turcs occid., pp. 30, 57, 306, 
and for the Han Annals’ account of the same oasis, Wylie, 
‘ Notes on the Western Regions,',/. Anthrop. Inst., x. p. 28. 

HsUan-tsang's mention of this tract as ‘ the old country 
of the Tu-huo-lo’, i.e. of the tribe of the Tochari which 
played so important a part in the early history of the Oxus 
region, and the memory of which long survived in the name 
of Tokharistan, has been the subject of much learned specu- 
lation: comp., e.g., Marquart, Erdntahr, pp. 206 sqq.; 
Franke, Zur Kminiss der TUrhvSlhr, pp. 28 sqq. A dis- 
cussion of the various problems connected with the real 
character and origin of the Tochari (the Tukhara of Sanskrit 


te.xts) does not come within the scope of my task here. But 
I may mention that, if the conquerors of the Bactrian Greek 
dominion really came from this region, Dr.Marquart’sargument 
against their having been nomads at the time Avould find strong 
support in the physical character of their alleged old home. 

That the term Taklamakan, by which all desert ground 
within the central area of the Tarim Basin is popularly 
designated, can neither on linguistic nor on historical 
grounds be derived from the name Tu-huo-lo (see Hedin, 
Through Asia, ii. pp. 784 sq.) scarcely needs to be demon- 
strated to critical students. 

“ The route followed by me between the Endere Site 
and Niya, and measured on my map, covers about no 
miles. Behveen Endere and Charchan Dr. Hedin’s map 
(see Reisen in Z.-A.) shows about no miles as the road 
distance without allowance for windings. 

See above, pp. 59 sq. 
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establishment in it of a fortified post, for the accommodation of a small Chinese garrison, and 
perhaps of some local authority which the former was to support and control, would in that case 
have probably followed as a matter of course. Or if the tract remained deserted, as Hsuan-tsang 
saw it in 645 a.d., we should have to recognize in the Endere fort a small stronghold established 
on the great route from China to Khotan for the express purpose of assuring its safety. 

It seems difficult to decide between the two alternatives thus presented. The Tang Annals 
furnish us, indeed, with an itinerary for the old route leading from Sha-chou to Khotan as it 
existed during this period of Chinese supremacy^®. But though M. Chavannes’ notes on it clearly 
show that the route passed through Chii-mo (Tsiu-mo) or Charchan, where a Chinese garrison is 
specially mentioned, it is impossible to identify with certainty any of the stages recorded on it 
further west' until we get relatively close to Khotan, as the distances between them are indicated 
only in one instance On the whole, I am inclined to favour the first supposition, in view of the 
analogy offered for it by the case of Chii-mo (Tsiu-mo) or Charchan, which, though wholly deserted 
in Hsuan-tsang’s day, was again inhabited and the seat of a Chinese garrison in T'ang times’®. 

Marco Polo’s description, too, ‘ of the Province of Charchan ’ would agree with the 
assumption that the route west of Charchan was not altogether devoid of settlements even as 
late as the thirteenth century. After referring to the numerous towns and villages of ‘Charchan’, 
he tells us : ‘ The whole of the Province is sandy, and so is the road all the way from Pein, 
and much of the water that you find is bitter and bad. However, at some places you do find 
fresh and sweet water’®.’ This account of the route agrees accurately with the conditions now 
met with between Niya and Charchan. Yet in the passage immediately following the Venetian 
tells us how ‘ when an army passes through the land, the people escape with their wives, children, 
and cattle a distance of two or three days’ journey into the sandy waste; and; knowing the 
spots where water is to be had, they are able to live there, and to keep their cattle alive, 
while it is impossible to discover them’. It seems to me clear that Marco Polo alludes here 
to the several river courses which, after flowing north of the Niya-Charchan route, lose themselves 
in the desert. The jungle belt of their terminal areas, no doubt, offered then, as it would 
offer now, safe places of refuge to any small settlements established along the route southwards. 

The presumption that the Endere fort had by its side a cultivated area with a settled 
population would, of course, be definitely established if it were proved that the debris-strewn 
area to the north-west of it, together with the Stupa, dated from the same epoch. Unfor- 
tunately, conclusive evidence is not at present available on this point, No coins were found 


” Comp, Chavannes, Voyage de Song Ym, p. 12, note 9. 

We are told that the route westwards of Tsiu-mo ‘passed 
the Hsi-li-chih {_Si-li-lche) wells, the Jho wells, the river Hu-chi 
{Hou-tcho), and, after 500 li, arrived at the military post of 
the town of Lan, which is east of YU-t'ien'. If by the latter 
expression the eastern border of Khotan territory is meant, 
i.e. Niya, we might be tempted to suggest the location of 
‘ the military post of the town of Lan’ at the Endere site. 
But in the absence of exact evidence there is little profit in 
such identifications. The mention of wells as stages west of 
Tsiu-mo suggests that the country traversed was without 
permanent habitations, yet just as at the present day offered 
water in wells dug at regular halting stages. 

“ It is noteworthy that Sung Ytln, travelling in 519 a. n., 
describes Tso-mo, which M. Chavannes has shown (Voyage 
de Song Yun, p. 13) to be identical with HsUan-tsang's and 


the T’ang Annals’ Chii-mo (Tsiu-mo), as ‘a town' inhabited 
by a hundred families only. Charchan, in fact, seems to have 
passed repeatedly through such successive periods of contrac- 
tion and expansion, having developed during the last fifty 
years from a small penal station in the time before Yaqflb 
Beg’s rebellion into a flourishing settlement of steadily in- 
creasing prosperity ; comp. Yarkand Mission Report, p. 34 1 
Hedin, Reisen in Z.-A., p. 178. Examples of such fluctua- 
tions in importance and size of detached oases in tin’s region 
cotild probably be greatly multiplied if our records were 
ampler. They may serve as a warning against any a prion 
assumption that steady decrease in the size of these oases 
must always have been the rule during historical times. 

" See Yule, AJTarco Polo, i. p. 19.J. For the location of 
Fein in the close vidnity of the present oases of Gulakhm.t 
ind Domoko west of Keriya, see below, chap. xm. 
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except within, the ruined fort and its immediate vicinity, and we are still far from having the around 
means which a systematic classification might afford for the approximate dating of coarse pottery 
fragments. The ground around the StOpa seemed certainly to have undergone far more general 
and thorough erosion than that around the fort, but I greatly doubt whether, in view of my 
previous observations in this respect, it would be safe to draw any chronological .conclusion 
from differences of tliis kind which a variety of physical factors might account for. 

Nor can, in the present state of our knowledge, the architectural features of the Stupa itself Survey 
supply any distinct chronological criteria. The exact survey of the ruin (see plan in PI. XXXVII) 
which I effected on February 25, while the excavation of E, m could be safely left to the 
supervision of the Surveyor, proved a difficult task, owing to the greatly decayed condition of 
the outer wall-facing and the destruction caused by the burrowing of treasure-seekers. But by 
carefully plotting the extant masonry and fixing its central line with the help of the square 
shaft discovered in the interior, I succeeded in ascertaining the approximately accurate dimen- 
sions shown in tlie ground-plan and section. As already stated, wind erosion had considerably 
lowered the ground generally around the ruin, and had excavated close to its foot hollows which 
on the south-west and south-east were fully 15 and 10 ft. below tlie lowest masonry course. 

This feature is well illustrated by the photograph in Fig. 51, which shows the Stupa as seen 
from the south-west The foot of the ten-foot rod marks the level where the masonry commences. 

The Stupa consisted of a square base, approximately orientated with its corners, and of a 
cylindrical dome rising above it. The base rose in three stories according to the canonical 
arrangement previously explained, the lowest story measuring 27 ft., with a height of il ft. 

But these last dimensions, owing to far-advanced decay, can only be approximate. The next 
story, receding 2 ft. from the first and 6 ft. high, formed the main portion of the base ; above 
it the tliird, only ft. high, also receded by 2 ft. The dome had a diameter of 16 ft., rising 
with its broken top to a height of 14 ft Its original height could not be ascertained. Along 
its central line there descended a shaft i ft. square, down to a depth of 7 ft. from the 
extant top. 

This shaft, which may have once served for the fixing of a wooden mast carrying the Cuttings 
‘ Chattras ’ and other ornaments surmounting the dome, had been rendered accessible from below 
by a cutting made by treasure-seekers into the soudi-east face of the dome, evidently a long seekers, 
time ago. Another cutting had been carried from the north-east side of the base towards the 
centre and upwards to the level of the topmost story. By connecting the two cuttings in the 
centre I ascertained that no deposit remained in the few feet of masonry intervening. The 
whole of the Stupa was constructed of sun-dried bricks, which looked harder and more closely 
laid than those of the ruin E. ni. The prevailing size seemed to be 5 in. thick and about 
18 in. square. But owing to the decay and weatherworn condition of the outer faces it was 
difficult to obtain a sufficient number of measurements. That the surface of the whole structure 
had once been covered with stucco was proved by a large piece of this coating still adhering 
on the north side of the dome. 

The extent of the area over which pottery debris could be traced on the eroded bare loess ‘ Tati ’ re 
around the Stupa suggested a relatively large settlement. That this, like the ruined fort, had 
received its water supply from the Endere stream still flowing past the site within a little over 
four miles, is certain. There is no archaeological evidence to indicate the cause or causes which 
led to its abandonment, and even the chronological relation between it and the fort remains 
cannot be definitely settled. The specimens enumerated under E. 006 in the list below are 
representative of the undecorated pottery fragments which were the only ancient remains to be 
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found at this ‘ Tati More varied were the small pieces of glass and bronze (E. 002. 003, 
see Plate LII) which were picked up from the sand within the ruined fort and on eroded ground 
in its immediate vicinity. The fragment of green blue glass (E. 003. e) showing a kind of niello 
ornamentation deserves special mention. At a point about half a mile to the west Ibrahim, 
my treasur^seeking guide from Niya, alleged that he picked up the two interesting small objects 
described under E. 001. One of them , is a cylindrical piece of hard Chinese ink, drilled for 
a string at one end (see Plate CV) ; the other a cubical die of bone (Plate LII) with the incised 
spots arranged exactly as in classical dice, the sum of any two opposite sides being seven. 


Section IV.— LIST OF ANTIQUES FROM THE ENDERE RUINS 


]MSS. EXCAVATED IN TEMPLE E. i. 


MSS. from E. i. i, 2, 3. Brahmi MS. on paper. No. 39 ; two small 
E. L and two large frags. ; left sides of (apparently) two leaves, 

numbered 30 and (29 ?), See Note xxii below. 

E. i. 2. Brahmi MS. on paper. No. 40. Three frags.; 
left halves, numbered ii, 12, 13. See Note xxiii. 

E. i. 4. Brahmi MS. on paper. No. 41. Six frags.; 
two left halves, numbered 44 and 46, and four right halves. 
See Note xxiii. 

E. i. 5. Brahmi MS. on paper. No. 42. Eight frags.; 
left halves, numbered 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 

No. 43. Also, two frags., left halves, but numbers not 
preserved, probably i and 2. See Note xxiii. 

E. i. 6. Brahmi MS. on paper ; frag, in slanting Central- 
Asian Brahmi, measuring about 9" x 3" ; found made up 
into a roll. See PI. CIX. 

E. i. 7. Brahmi MS. on paper. No. 53. Four leaves, 
3 complete, i mutilated, found made up into a roll; 
numbered 19, 145, 149, 132. Comp. Note xxvi. See 
PI. CXI. 

E. i. 8. Chinese document on paper, small frag. See 
App. A. Hi. 

E. i. 9. Brahmi MS. on paper. No. 44. Two small 
frags.; one of left half, numbered 114. 

No. 43. Also one very small frag, from middle of a 
leaf. See Note xxv. 

E. I. 10. a. Fragment of 6alistamba-sutra, 8"X2|-". 
(App. B, i. L.) 

E. i. lo. b. Fragment of do., i|". (App. B, i. l.) 

E. i. II. Sheet containing 2 poems from the T'eg-mc'og- 
mdzod, 10^" X 7^". (App. B, iii.) 

E. i. 12. Fragment of ^alistamba-sutra, si* x 2|". 
(App. B, i. A.) 


E. i. 13. Fragment of do., 8" x 2|". (App. B, i. l.) 

E. i. 14. Fragment of do., 4^" x 2|". (App. B, i. j.) 

E. i. 15. Fragment of mystic work, lyxiA". (App. 
. B, ii. D.) 

E. i. 16. Fragment of ^alistamba-sutra, 4|''x2^''. 
(App. B, i. 0.) 

E. i. 17. Fragment of do., 9I" x a^". (App. B, i. 0.) 

E. i. 18. Fragment of do., 4I" x 2|". (App. B, i. b.) 

E. i. 19. Fragment of ritual work, 4^" x 5^'. (App. 
B, ii. A.) 

E. i. 19. a. Fragment of paper, very yellow in tone, on 
which is a rapid sketch in Indian ink of a Bactrian camel 
suckling her calf. The drawing shows good gener.d 
observation. The upper lip, the full eye, and the hairiness 
of the animal are all well indicated. On near hind quarter 
a brand (perhaps of the owner). The excitement shown 
in the drawing of the calf's tail is familiar to those who 
have watched calves sucking. There is a certain amount 
of roundness suggested by pink washes round contours; 
streamers painted red and yellow. Found with E. i. ip* 
5 i"X 4 i"- SeePl. LXXIX. 

E. 1. 20. Three fragments of mystical work, zrxif. 

1^" X ij", il" X I-J". (App. B, ii. D.) 

E. i. 21. Fragment of ^alistamba, pf" x af''. (App. B, 
i. M.) 

E. i. 22. Fragment of do., 6^-" x 2|-". (App. B, i. n.) 

E. i. 23, Fragment of do., pf" x 2|". (App. B, i. n.) 

E. i. 24. Fragment of do., x af". (App. B, i. ji.) 

E. i. 25. Two fragments of religious work, 4 T^ 
and 3" X f". (App. B, ii. c.) 

E. i. 25. a. Fragment of paper with very sketchy drawing 
in ink, done with a brush, showing head, shoulders, and 
right arm of a figure, and a few other lines the meaning 
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tciil tile well-known liilo Z^-iJAunr. The inlcrlocuior in the 
tic.uEc is .Mahjuht. 
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The fragments consist of 25 left-hand and 24 right-hand 
portions of leaves, most of which represent nearly one-half 
of a leaf. The only six (nearly) left and right halves which 
(so far) I have been able to piece together with absolute 
certainty are three left halves of E. i. 39, and two right 
halves of E. i. 4, and one right half E. i. 42. They make 
up between them the 29th, 30th, and 31st leaves; whether 
any more halves can be pieced together appears very doubtful. 
The probability is that we have three complete leaves, and 
22 left-hand and 21 right-hand portions consisting of 43 
leaves. Accordingly we have a total of (43 3, or) 46 leaves ; 

and this is confirmed by the fact that the left half of the 46th 
leaf is preserved among the fragments. It would thus appear 
to be probable that we have the entire MS., which consists 
of no more than 46 leaves. 

As to the three complete leaves, they are not complete 
in the strict sense. The two ‘halves' of which each is made 
up are not really complete halves; a small portion of the 
middle of each leaf is wanting. The ‘ halves ’ measure about 
6" X 3" ; the string-hole is at about 4" off the margin ; 
accordingly, the total length of the leaf was about 14", and 


[Chap. XU 

about 2" are lost. The full size of a leaf must have been 
about I4"x3''.. 

Note xxiv. No. 46. Only a very smafi fragment, 
from the middle of a leaf, showing traces of 4 lines of 
writing. Language uncertain, but probably Sanskrit (rtsyas- 
ta legible). 

Note XXV. — Nos. 44, 45. — Two pieces, belonging to 
a leaf numbered 114, inscribed with large upright Gupta 
characters of the 7th or 8th cent., in non-Sanskritic lan- 
guage (Proto-Tibetan f). 

Note xxvi. — No. 53. Four leaves of a MS., in non- 
Sanskritic (Proto-Tibetan ?) language, and in large, upright 
Gupta characters of the 7th or 8th cent,, measuring iS'xsl' 
with 5 lines on a page. Subject, apparently medical or 
magical, for the term bhaisajya occurs frequently. The four 
leaves were found done up in a roll ; and as they show the 
numbers 19, 145, 149, 152, it appears that the MS. was 
a mere fragment even at the time when it was deposited in 
the form of a roll. Leaf 152 appears to contain the conclu- 
sion of the MS., and probably contained its name; but 
unfortunately it is much mutilated. 


OBJECTS EXCAVATED IN TEMPLE E. i. 


E. i. 01. Stucco relief fragment. Red clay ; jewelled 
ornament, elliptical. 2 rows of beads, and within these 
a fillet, all concentric. Centre plain. 2^" x 2". See PI, 
LXXVIII. 

E. i. 02. Stucco relief fragment. Red clay mixed with 
fibre ; jewelled chain ornament ; alternately, one large and 
two small jewels. 35" x -I". 

E. i. 03. Stucco relief fragment. Red clay, white- 
washed, small lotus, ij", 

E. i. 04. Stucco relief fragments. Red clay, traces of 
whitewash; 3 fragments of fingers, life-size; nails, long 
almond-shaped, trimmed to below tip of finger. See 
PI. LXXVIII. 

E. i. 05. Stucco relief fragment. Red clay mixed with 
fine vegetable fibre, over gre)' clay mixed with chopped 
straw. Portion of ear (life-size) and head; very crude 
suggestion of hair. 4^" x 3". Friable. See PI. LXXVIII. 

E. i. 06. Stucco relief fragment. Red clay, with coarse 
rope core. Mani-string. 3" long x if" greatest diameter. 
Friable. 

E. i. 07. Stucco relief fragment. Red clay; Vajra, 
tripartite; centre ornamented with diced pattern. 3^" 
high, 3f" across. See PI. LXXVIII. 

E. i. 08. Stucco relief fragment. Red clay, mixed with 
fine vegetable fibre. 2 Vajras; one afiixed to stick by 
means of similar red clay, but without fibre. The other 
has impress of stick which has come away from its place. 
Both coloured pink. Replica E. i. 07. 3§" X 3^". Very 
friable. 


E. i. 09. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament in 2 pieces. 
Red clay, mixed with vegetable fibre. Prob. part of 
personal ornament (necklace); white lotus with smaller 
turquoise-coloured flowers. The whole evidently was on 
a cord which has perished. Cf, E. i. 06 and E. i. 010. 
Length 2^", width i§". Very friable. 

E. i. 010. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament (7 pieces). 
Red clay, no fibre ; traces of white and turquoise. Portion 
of necklace (Mani-string), moulded with small flowers, 
with larger ones at intervals; pressed round a core of 
coarse cord, portions of which remain. Replica E.,i. 09. 
Length (approx.) 4f", width of large flowers if*. Very 
friable. See PI. LXXVIII. 

E. i. on. Stucco relief fragment ; life-size finger. Red 
clay, mixed with fibre. Replica E. i. 04. Length 3I • 
Very friable. See PI. LXXVIII. 

E. i. 012. Fresco painting on stucco. Badly damaged 
fragment of wall surface composed of, at back, coarse 
plaster mixed with vegetable fibre ; over this finer piaster 
without fibre ; and over this again fine stucco which gives 
the painting surface. About the centre of the fragment 
is painted a head three-quarters to R. p., surrounded by 
green nimbus. The shoulders of figure (probably seated) 
can be made out. Above nimbus seems to be part of 
green robe of another figure, and to R. p. red robe on 
shoulder of a third. The ground is Indian red, as are 
outlines and contours generally. Flesh, yellow pink* 
There seems to be a vesica behind central figure, the 
ground of which is pink. Hair, eyebrows, and eyes of 
figure black. The green field of pknbus has a lighter 
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green line round it, and outside this is a broad Indian red 
line. Work seems freely and easily executed, and shows 
complete knowledge of die process. 5;^* X 4'. Sec PI, 
LXXIX. 

E. i. 012. a. Fresco on stucco fragment. Grey clay 
mixed with coarse vegetable fibre. Surface of clay only 
covered with thin l.tyer of fine stucco. Conventional floral 
design painted with great freedom. Colours — green, yellow, 
orange, deep brown. Appears to be water-colour, and 
adheres perfeedy to the stucco, which was iirobably wet 
when paint was applied. Surface much cracked. 5^* X ah"- 

E. i. 013. Stucco relief fragments. 

a. Red clay mixed with fine vegetable fibre, a coarse 
string passing through length of fragment. Portion of 
robe from south-west statue showing corner anil hanging 
folds. Robe coloured liver-brown, with border about i' 
wide, bright red, 9' long, widest part. See PI. 
LXXVIll. 

b. Clay as above, red w.ash and traces of white; 
coarse string forms centre, the two ends appearing at 
upper side of fragment. Pierced portion of lobe of ear ; 
colossal. From north-west statue. 5^' length, at 
widest part. See PI. LXXVIll. 

E. i. 014. Stucco relief fr.agraent; ornament. Red 
clay, traces of pink wash. Portion of tiara, or arm 
ornament; from a band about T wide, jewelled with 
square raised jewels at intervals (i rentains), rises a half 
lotus, from which radiate six ostrich feather-like leaves at 
regular intervals, fomiing a semicircular ornament. In 
centre of outer edge a small round jewel composed of 
a bead (pearl?) surrounded by a single row of sm.allcr 
pearls. This jewel is connected with lotus by a row of 
4 pearls. At back, a portion of wood support remains. 
Height 2-®-*, width 3*. Very friable. Sec PI. LXXVIll. 

E. i. 015. Stucco relief fragment (3 pieces). Red clay, 
traces of colour. Jewelled amulet, clasped on arin(?), 
ends of band hanging from jewels. Fragment exhibits on 
one piece, a square-contoured four-petallcd flower, ad- 
joining similar flower, but smaller, within double square 
moulding; on another piece one flower only; on the 
third, end of b.and, hanging against arm (?). Width 2J", 
depth 32" (appro-x.). Very friable. See PI. LXXVIll. 

E. L 016. Silk fabric. Consists of a kind' of pennon 
composed of four rectangular pieces of silk, joined edge 
to edge by some kind of paste. To lowest piece arc 
pasted three narrow streamers, the centre one straight 
and the two side ones at divergent angles. The pennon 
was originally longer, as is indicated by the paste adhering 
to the upper edge of the topmost piece. Silk is of usual 
oriental kind, some pieces being more strongly ribbed 
than others on account of the warp threads being rather 
thicker. Length 14", width about 2^". See PI. LXXVII. 

E. i. 017. Silk fabric. Three pieces of silk made into 
kite-shapes by being doubled over wooden (cane ?) stiffeners, 
and neatly sewn. They are attached to each other, point 


to tail, by sewing. The silk is of good qu.ality, rather E. 
strongly ribbed, the upper one having a kind of chevron 
pattern woven into it. Colour of upper one is drab ; that 
of middle light cream, and of lowest a rich soft pink. Size 
of each piece about 3 x i;}"" See PI. LXXVII. 

E. 1 . 018. Silk fabric. He.avy silk brocade, showing 
absolute mastery in the art of weaving this class of fabric. 

It appears to be what is technically known as a double 
cloth, i.c. it has two warps and two wefts. Texture fine 
and even; design, a small portion of which is seen, 
skilfully worked out in dkagonal weaving; arrangement 
of colours most artistic. E. g. the dark pattern is in green, 
but upon examination the threads used are found to be 
three or four different shades ‘ broken ' one into another. 
The ground was originally a rich flesh-pink, the pattern 
in soft greens and creamy while, and in the ravellings at 
one corner occurs a cobalt blue. Size gj'xal". See 
PI. LXXVII. 

E. i. oig. Silk fabric. Heavy brocade similar to E.i. 018. 

Size 3.V X 2'. See PI. LXXVII, 

E. 1 . 020. Silk fabric. Piece of silk brocade. Similar in 
make to E. i. 018 but perhaps not quite so carefully 
worked. The pattern, of which a very small portion is 
visible, appears to have been more free and less ‘ square ’ 
th.an in E. i. 018. The ground appe.ars to have been 
a deep gold colour, and the pattern in white, red-brown, 
pale blue, and green. Size 3' X ij". See PI. LXXVII. 

E. i. 021. Silk fabric. Loosely woven fine silk fabric, 
with satin diagonal lines crossing, forming lozenge shapes ; 
in centre of each a flower. Pale steel-blue. i6"xi''. 

Sec PI. LXXVII. 

E. i. 023 . Silk fabric. Thin silk; faded green-blue. 

See PI. LXXVII. 

E. i. 023. Woven fabric. Firmly and finely woven white 
cotton or linen in a lozenge duaper pattern. Still quite 
strong and beautifully even in workmanship. 5" x a j". See 
PI. LXXVII. 

E. i. 024. Silk fabric. Piece of loosely woven and very 
flimsy plain muslin dyed pale blue. 9^"X3". See PI. 
LXXVII. 

E. i. 025. Silk fabric. Plain silk; has formed part of 
pennon similar to E. i. or 6, and may in fact be part 
of that. Mucikrge visible on two edges. Dull pale brown. 
2^''X2j-'. See PI. LXXVII. 

E. i. 026. Cotton fabric. Coarse, loosely woven plain 
cotton cloth. Dyed dull violet-brown. I4''xi4". See 
PI. LXXVII. 

E. i. 027. Silk fabric. Loosely woven silk, with slight 
pattern in satin stitch. Colour, pale cream. 5"x4". See 
PI. LXXVII. 

E.i. 028, Woven fabric. Cream coloured; not deter- 
mined. See PI. LXXVII. 
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E. i. E. i. ozg. Knot-dyed fabric. Blue cotton cloth. Seems 
to have been a small bag, made up of a roughly circubr 
piece hemmed all round for a drawing string, part of- 
which remains. The cloth is ornamented with flower-like 
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patterns e.\-ecuted in knot-work, being white on blue 
ground. Torn. Diameter of circle about 6-l\ See FJ. 
LXXVI. 


PANEL EXCAVATED IN CHAPEL E. ii. 


E. ii. E. ii. i. Painted panel. Seated Ganesa, crowned (yellow). 
Arm, wrist, and ankle ornaments (>'ellow). Tiger skin 
Dhoti (yellow), tight Paijamas (dark brown), feet bare. 
Head three-quarters to R. p., yellow. Rest of flesh — pink. 
Outlines red. Eyebrows, eyelashes, and pupils black. 
Cushion red and dark-brown vesica; field green; outer 
edge deep red with fine black line outside, and border of 


white dots inside, next green. Rosary of white dots. 
Four arms. R. p. front in lap holding bowl of fruit (?); 
back, upraised holding spear-head (.’). L. p. front, at 
breast holding long-shaped turnip ; back, upraised holding 
axe. Background of panel white with a few siiiall orn.i- 
ments. Height width 5^", Wood and painting well- 
preserved. See PI. LXXVlIf. 


MISCELLANEOUS OBJECTS FOUND ON GROUND SURFACE AT ENDERE SITE. 


Iiliscell. E. 001. a. Piece of Chinese writing ink, drilled at one 
objects. end for a string. Length of piece •g''. See PI. CV. 

E. ooi. b. Cubical bone die with spots shown by circles 
with centre dots. The sum of the spots on any two 
opposite sides is 7. Length of edges See PI. LII. 

E. 00a. Glass and pottery fragments. 7 fragments 
of pale green-tinted glass with raised pattern. 2 fragments 
of pale pink-tinted glass with raised pattern, 3 pieces 
pale green-tinted glass, plain, i Uiick piece pale green- 
tinted glass, showing cut or ground surface, i* x i". i short 
slick of glass with twist in the grain, i-J" long. 3 fragments 
of coarse terra-cotta, glazed green. Found near Endere 
Fort ruins. See PI. LII. 

[E. 003. Miscellaneous small objects found within or 
near Endere Fort.] 

E. 003. a. Rectangular bronze tag, hollow, to take 
leather or other material, and having 3 rivets remaining in 
position. One end shaped in a sort of double Ogee; 
other sides straight. Length width V, thickness 
(external) »■". See Pi. LII. 

E. 003. b. One side of bronze hinge or clasp, probably 
from armour. It is slightly concave at its two long edges, 
convex at the narrow end and straiglit at the broad end 
where portions of links of hinge remain. There are three 
rivet holes, one at narrow end and two .nt broad end. 
Whole plate slightly conve.x on its anterior aspect. Length 
widUi 2 ' 10 i". See PI. LII. 

E. 003. c. Bronze plate, oblong, pierced for a rivet at 
each end. Piobabiy piece of jazarine. i x 

E. 003. d. Bronze object resembling a spatula. At one 
end it opens out into a ring', the upjrer edge of which 
shows signs of wear, as though from friction with a ting 
to which it h.is been suspended. The opi> 03 ilc end 
broadens and then turns to an obtuse point. Length i j", 
width .above jK/inl j'. Tiiieknca, at ting end tree 

Pi. LII. 


E. 003. e. Fragment of green-blue glass ; portion of 
edge circular, rem.ainder broken. Pattern incised on o.ne 
side, the lines having been filled with soinc metal or 
pigment (part of which remains) in manner of nfr/b- 
Diameter I", thickness Sec PI. LII. 

E. 003. f. Piece of yellowish glass ; elliplic.al iilar.o- 
conve.x, probably made as a jewel for an oriumeiit. See 
PI. LII. 


E. 003. g. Fragment of glass vessel, showing cut or 
ground surfaces. 

E. 003. h. Fragment of glass vessel, showing cut or 
ground surfaces. 


E. 003. i. Piece of pink coral or shell, pierced in t"0 
places for a cord, and sliowing a groove worn by the 
thread between the two piercings. Length i'. 

E. 005. Miscellaneous beads, bronze rings, Ac. (found 
near Endere Fort). On a woollen string are ihrctiJed 
i small coin; 3 blue glass beads; 2 stone or («5ttcry 
beads; i bright yellow glass bead, the ghiss surface being 
over some lustrous core; i yellow glass or stone bead, 
3 fragments of fiat bronze ring; 6 of co’.oure” 

glass and pottery beads; fragment of r bronze rmg; » 
bronze rivet (length thickness J'); r bronze, hoi-'o--, 
dome-headed stud (length diameter ^V); i cblon;.,' 
piece of bronze, with lightly incised decor.iti'-'e pala/n. 
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E. 006. Terra-cotta fragments, &c , found on cr!,..-** 
ground iie.ir Endere Stupa. 

a. Fragment of green ghrzed terra-cotu vcascl; a| 

t'**' 

, 

b. Fragment of neck of vcsacl, of blact; terru-ct.--* 

«rx..r- 

c. Fragment of lips of unglued lcfr.t-tot,.v 

rUxir- 

d. e. Fragments of coiue tcrr.i-cottu. 

f. Piece of uncut greets j.sdc. » j'x 1 j*. 



CHAPTER XUI 

KARA-DONG AND THE SEARCH FOR HSUAN-TSANG’S P‘I-MO 


Section I.— EXPEDITION TO THE KARA-DONG RUINS 

On February 26 my explorations at the Endere site were completed, thanks to the energy 
with which the work had been carried on from early morning until after nightfall by the light of 
bonfires. The information collected during the last weeks showed that there were no ruins 
known eastwards nearer than Charchan, where, besides the remains of the ‘old town’ close to 
the modern oasis which hi. Grenard had already examined, some ruins were mentioned to me 
at a day’s journey to the north, probably the same as those referred to by M. Grenard^. But 
the journey alone to and fro would have cost a fortnight, and the time that remained at my 
disposal seemed none too ample for the expeditions I had yet to make to ancient localities north 
of Keriya and Khotan. Though the nights were still bitterly cold and the occasional winds light, 
yet the increasing warmth of the day-time and the prevailing haze intimated that the season 
of sandstorms and heat was steadily approaching. I knew that its arrival would effectively 
bar what excavations 1 had planned in the desert nearer to Khotan. So I reluctantly decided 
that the time had come to set my face again westwards. 

The rapid marches which, between February 26 and March 2, carried me and my caravan 
back to Niya, need only to be indicated here in the briefest outlines. The first took me across 
die Endere river at a point known as Kbrgach, where I found the main current, about fifteen 
yards broad, covered with ice still strong enough to bear heavy loads. The deeply-cut bed, 
some eighty yards wide, demonstrated the extent of the floods which the river carries down in 
the spring and summer. Beyond, after passing through a belt of closely packed sand-cones 
covered with tamarisk scrub, we struck an old bed of the river and marched along it through 
luxuriant Toghrak jungle to a deserted shepherd’s hut known as Tokuz-kol.- The name means 
‘ Nine Lakes,’ but of water there was none. On February 27 we steered due south over a 
Kumush-covered plain. All traces of the true desert disappeared for a time j and, as if to make 
the contrast with tlie scenery seen for the last month still more striking, a temporary lifting 
of the screen of dust haze allowed us in the morning clearly to sight and fix on the plane-table 
a series of prominent peaks in the great rampart of th.e Kun-lun, with the glaciers descending 
around them. The portion of the range seen lay to the south-east, from sixty to eighty miles 
distant-. The mountain view vanished like a vision when a strong north wind again raised 
the usual dust haze, just as we had reached the Niya-Charchan route. Along the lonely desert 
track which has taken the place of what once was the great line of communication to China, 
we continued over a gravel Dasht, with scarcely any dunes, and bare of vegetation, until after 
a march of over thirty-two miles Yoka-toghrak was reached. There some brackish water was 
pbtainable in wells about 6 ft. deep, while a small patch of tamarisks and Toghraks offered 
scanty fuel. 

* See Mission D. de Rhins, i. pp. 183 sq. ’ Comp, the small-scale map accompanying my Ruins of Khoian. 
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On the following day, with the camels tired out by the last forced march, we could only 
reach the Yartunguz river. /The track led through very low dunes with tamarisk scrub, until 
close to the left river-bank a broad sandy ridge, about a hundred feet high, had to be crossed. 
The river flowed here in a bed about twenty yards broad, between steeply-cut banks about 20 ft. 
high, and carried from 2 ft. to 3 ft. of water. Its ice had evidently melted everywhere up to the 
foot of the mountains. The two long marches which brought me back to Niya yielded pleasing 
variety in the little lakes and lagoons we passed. Among them the lakes of Sizutke and Bileklik 
lay quite close to the route. They are all mainly fed by springs. The water of the latter, which, 
just released from the grip of frost, was flowing plentifully, comes, no doubt, from the streams 
that higher up near the mountains are absorbed by the gravel glacis of the Sai. From the Shitala 
Darya, a stream then fed by springs but receiving water also from the mountains later in the 
year, there stretched a continuous expanse of fertile jungle with plentiful Kumush and scrubby 
undergrowth to within a little over three miles from the Niya river. Ample springs were passed 
near the grazing grounds of Dong-Oghil, Kum-Chaklik, and Kalta-qerin. The eastern bank of 
the Niya river proved to be flanked just like that of all the other rivers east of Khotan where 
they enter, or pass through, the desert, by a high ‘ Dawan ’ of sand-dunes. This was crossed 
near the Mazar of Shitala Padshahim, a conspicuous collection of poles adorned with fluttering 
rags. The remainder of the march to Niya, leading past the marshes of the Gilem-kul and 
through almost continuous stretches of boggy ground, vividly impressed me with the accuracy 
of the description which Hsiian-tsang has left us of the situation of ancient Ni-jang®, Since 
starting from Niya on January 23, I had covered over 300 miles in a great oval loop. Considering 
the distance and the deceptive nature of the ground, it was no small satisfaction to me to find, 
when the positions indicated on the plane-table for the starting and closing points of our route 
came to be compared, that the difference proved to be only three-fourths of a mile in longitude 
and a little over a mile in latitude. The astronomical observations for latitude taken at all more 
important camps have rendered it easy to effect the needful slight adjustments. 

Leaving my ‘ goods train ’ of camels to follow behind, I covered on March 3 and 4 the 
distance from Niya to Keriya, some eighty miles, in two stages. There I was busy at work 
with official reports and letters that were to secure for me a minimum of time for preparing 
a preliminary account of my discoveries on completion of the journey, and with rapid arrange- 
ments for my next explorations. Huang-Daloi, the kindly Amban of Keriya or Yii-tien, as 
his district is officially styled, opportunely returned to head quarters from a short tour just after 
my arrival, and, being endowed like most educated Chinese officials with a keen historical sense, 
showed very gratifying interest in all my finds and reports. Thanks to his energetic assistance 
and the unwearied efforts of Ibrahim, my excellent Darogha, a halt of only two days sufficed 
to make all arrangements for labourers to accompany me for excavation work, for camels to 
replace part of my worn-out transport,- and for the supplies that men and animals needed. 

I greatly doubt whether all these arrangements could have been carried out more rapidly and 
effectively at the head quarters of an Indian District — or anywhere else in Asia. 

Special care was required about these preparations, in view of the great distance and the 
total want of local supplies near my next objective. It was the ruined site of Kata-doug, 
situated in the desert some 150 miles north of Keriya, to which Dr. Hedin had paid a short 
visit in 1896 on his march down the Keriya river*. I knew from the accounts of rurdi, 
whose ‘ treasure-seeking ‘ expeditions had twice extended to this place, that the structural remains 


’ See above, p. 311. 


* See Through Asia, ii. pp. 8i6 sq.; Jidsai in Z.-A., pp. ^3 sq. 
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as well as the extent of this so-called ‘ancient city’ (to which he gave the name Ak-likeii) 
were very modest. Yet I felt that, in view of the interest attaching to the site owing to its 
isolated position so far north, a systematic e.xamination was called for. For the loss of time 
implied by the distance I endeavoured to make up by hard marching. For an account of the 
si.x days’ journey, during which I followed the course of the Keriya river downwards, I may 
refer to my Personal Narrative. During the first three marches I retraced the route which 
had brought me in January from Kochkar-Oghil to Keriya, while a detailed and accurate 
description of the physical features observed on the next three has already been recorded by 
Dr. Hedin^ The aspect of the river-banks was still as bleak and bare as two months before, 
but in place of the glassy sheet of ice there now rolled a muddy current, fed by the melting 
of the ice that had covered the marshes and pools about Keriya. It was the regular spring 
flood from the kara-sjt or ‘ black water ’ feeders of the river, while months would yet pass before 
the ak-sic or ‘white water’ flood would bring down the melting snows of the mountains. At 
the Mazar of Burhanuddfn-Padshahim, where I had a cheerful welcome from the ‘ Sheikhs ’, 
my caravan was joined by GhazI Sheikh, the senior of the priestly fraternity. Being himself 
a large owner of sheep, he knew, of course, every living soul of the little community of nomadic 
herdsmen who graze the flocks belonging to Keriya ‘Bais’ in the riverine jungle belt. So it 
was easy for our DarOgha to strengthen the band of labourers I had brought from Keriya 
with fresh recruits from among the shepherds. The men joined readily enough ; for uncouth 
and ‘jungly’ as their appearance was, in rough furs and sandals made of goatskins, they were 
all quite alive to the chance of earning a little hard cash that might come useful on their 
periodical visits to Keriya, where many of them have relatives living as cultivators ®. So my 
band kept swelling on the way like a small avalanche. 

On the evening of March 12 we had reached the shepherd station of Tonguz-baste, to the 
north-west of which I knew, from Dr. Heclin's account, the ruins of Kara-dong to be situated. 
Mullah Shah, an experienced and intelligent shepherd, who was to guide us — Turdi Khwaja had 
been sent from Keriya with my mail to Khotan — turned up late at night, and after prolonged 
protestations of ignorance acknowledged that he had twice visited the ruins. Another shepherd, 
Muhammad Shah, known as ‘the hunter’ (Merghen), an active young fellow, was to help Mullah 
Shah, his ‘Ustad’, in finding the track. This turned out no easy task. The morning was 
very hazy, and by the time the water-tanks had been filled and a depot made of supplies not 
immediately needed, a stiff north wind sprung up, which by degrees developed into a regular 
Buran, the first of the season. For about seven miles we steered almost due north through 
Toghrak jungle invaded by deep sand, following mainly the course of an old river-bed which 
branches off from the present course of the Keriya Darya, some six miles above Tonguz-baste, 
and still receives some water during the summer (see inset of map). 

After passing a little pool known as Toldama, with some water left behind by the last 
flood, our guides struck to the north-west. So far we had marched in a whirl of dust. But 
now, as the force of the storm increased, the air became so thick that it was difficult to see 
even for a hundred yards. With the fine sand driving into my face and accumulating under 
my eyelashes, in spite of goggles, it was difficult to see much of the route. But I noted that 
after a couple of miles the groups of Toghraks were left behind, and the sand-dunes rose in 
height, with many tamarisk-covered cones between them. After plodding on among these for 
another hour our guides, whose local sense was doubly assuring under such trying conditions, 

* See Reisen in Z.-A., pp. 40 sqq. metrical measurements on this journey, in J. Aiithrop. Inst., 

“ See the table of individuals of whom I took anthropo- x.'c.xiii. p. 323. 
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declared that we were near the high tamarisk-covered cones that had given the- site its nante 
Kara-dong ‘the Black Hillocks But as in the blinding dust they could not make sure of the 
exact direction I let them go ahead, while we sought shelter under the lee of a large sand- 
cone. It was interesting to watch the sand being driven in a thick spray over the crest line 
of the dunes just as if they were storm-tossed waves. After half an hour Muhammad Shah 
returned with the news that the ruins were due west of us, and not far off. In proof he brought 
a piece of old pottery he had picked up. So the march was resumed just as the force , of the 
storm showed signs of abating, and after another two miles over dunes rising from about 15 
to 25 ft. in height we reached easier ground, where pottery fragments appeared in occasional 
patches between dunes only 5 to 10 ft. high. Going north-west for about half a mile we arrived 
at a series of remarkably high sand-cones close to the western edge of this relatively open 
area, and hidden between them sighted the ruins I had come in search of^ 

The remains of Kara-dong proved to consist mainly of the ruined quadrangle shown by 
the plan on Plate XXXVIII. Portions of its southern and eastern faces are seen in Fig. 5 -- 
while the photograph (Fig. 53) reproduces the appearance of the ruin from the east near what 
proved to be the entrance gate. Closer examination showed that the quadrangle was formed 
by a mud rampart, which was once occupied on its top by rows of rooms built of timber and 
plaster. Except for lines of posts still rising near the south-east corner (see Fig. 52), splintered 
beams indicating foundations of cross walls, and similar scanty remains, the walls of the structures 
once lining the top of the rampart had so badly decayed through erosion that the appro.ximate 
dimensions and disposition of the quadrangle could be ascertained only after a prolonged 
examination of all details and repeated surveys. These showed that the quadrangle, as marked 
by the outer walls of the rooms still traceable on the top of the rampart, had measured 
approximately 236 ft. square. There were indications both on the northern and western faces 
that the rows of rooms had been originally double. But as even the foundations of the s 
of the second row could be traced only in the form of rotten timber ddbris strewing tlie slopes 
of tire rampart where not hidden away by the dunes, no measurements could be obtaine . 
Only in the north-west corner could the dimensions of two small rooms, set back to back, ani^ 
nearly ii ft. square each, be exactly ascertained®. Here, too, the timber and plaster w or ' 
the walls reached nowhere higher than about i ft. above the mud flooring. . 

But while all extant remains plainly indicated the havoc wrought by e.xcessive 
which the ruin must have been exposed for a prolonged period, its suryey was renderc 
more difficult by the heavy sand that had subsequently invaded it. Two large dunes stre 
diagonally across tlie quadrangle, rising within it to heights of more than 20 ft.^ 
original ground-level, and connecting outside with the neighbouring sand-cones, which ^ 
elevations up to 50 ft. (see plan). Where the axis of these dunes lay within the quae ^ ^ 
it was impossible to see Avhether they covered any structural remains, and e.xcavation 
case would have been an affair of weeks. But in the receding angle between the^ t'\o t 
where the sand was lower, there appeared the timber framework of a building (K. 
measuring about 48 by 26 ft. It is seen, after e.xcavation, in the centre of Fig. 
clearing proved very difficult, as the plaster of the walls had completely disappeared, 


sand from the slope of the dune behind kept pouring down into the area excava c 


• It may be noted that the route shown on the map is 
the one followed on my return march to Tonguz-baste, 
which was more direct. On .March 13 survey work with 
the plane-table was a physical impossibility. 
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• Owing to reduction, the plan in Pla-c ' ’ ‘ 
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shown in the original drawing. 
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heavy timber roofing, which once probably supported a second story, and was still partially 
preserved, added an element of risk for the labourers, as the rotten posts beneath could not 
be trusted to support it, and materials for propping it up could not be improvised. In spite 
of tlrese difficulties my labourers managed, after two days’ arduous work, to clear the three 
rooms on the north down to the original floor. No finds of any kind rewarded this effort. 

A small square structure close by, to the north-east, was roofless, but had retained parts of its 
plastered walls ; the construction resembled that observed in the Dandan-Uiliq ruins, reed matting 
and round sticks at regular intervals being used as a backing for the plaster. 

To the north-east of K. i. the dunes had left a portion of the original ground-level bare, 
except for the timber ddbris of some fallen structure (see Fig. 52, on the left). By careful 
levelling from this point I ascertained that the floor of the rooms occupying the top of the 
rampart lay 17 ft. above the ground-level in the interior of the quadrangle. The exposed 
position thus occupied fully explains the complete decay of these rooms. The rampart below 
them was proved, by a cutting which I had made in an eroded portion of it near the north- 
east corner, to have had a thickness of about 30 ft. at its foot. On its top a continuous 
layer of Toghrak and tamarisk branches about i ft, thick had served as a general foundation 
for the floor beams. 

Amidst the sand and timber debris covering the top of the rampart and the outside 
slopes fragments of coarse pottery, small broken pieces of metal objects, such as rivets and j 
buckles, and of glass ; also shreds of felt and coarse cotton fabrics, could be picked up. Among 
these scanty finds, described under K. oox, 002, two arrow-heads (K. oor. b, K. 002. n), a bronze 
buckle (K. 002, a), a portion of the lip or foot of a glass vessel (K. 002. j), all shown in Plate LI, 
may be specially mentioned. An e.xcellently-preserved small comb of sandal-wood, parabolic in 
shape, and of a pattern exactly the same as still commonly used throughout Northern India 
(K, 002. o), may have been an importation from that country. It is important to note that of < 
the five Chinese copper coins found among or near the debris of the rampart, all bearing marks ” 
of long circulation, two are Wti-c/m pieces, while the rest show no legend, I may conveniently 
mention here that, of the other nine coins picked up on eroded ground at some distance to 
the east and south of the ruin, one belongs to a Wu-chu issue, the rest bearing no legend (see 
PI. LXXXIX, 15) or being too defaced for identification (see ibid., 6). In view of the 
chronological conclusion suggested by these coins, the few tiny pieces of flimsy paper without 
writing which I found in the debris of the quadrangle enclosure also possess,' as we shall see, 
some antiquarian interest. 

The only relatively well-preserved portion of this ruin was the large gateway (K. ii.), <- 
21 ft. square, which was found to lead through the rampart on the eastern face of the enclosure. 
Fiffi 53 shows it as it appeared, after clearing, seen from the east. The sand was here less high, 
and had left, even before excavation, some space free below the perfectly intact roof. The 
latter reached to within a foot of the top level of the rampart, and it was, no doubt, owing to 
the protection which the latter offered on either side that the timber of the walls and the 
massive posts supporting the roof had been preserved so well. Besides a central passage, 10 ft. 
broad, closed on the outside by a massive wooden door of two leaves, there were two side 
passages, 5 ft. broad. I noticed a somewhat similar arrangement in the gates of all modern 
Ya-m^ns I visited. The folds of the door were 3 in. thick, and strengthened by massive 
cross-bars. 

The walls dividing these passages consisted of a timber framework, massively but roughly C, 
constructed of Toghrak, The rows of sticks set vertically in it showed that a covering of 
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plaster had once existed. This plaster had, however, complete!’ 
divisions and in the outer walls. Hence it was most difficult t 
and loose earth from all sides. It took my men two days’ hare 
in spite of a fresh sandstorm which visited us on March 17, th 
before the floor of the central passage was reached at a depth 0, 
ceiling. On examining the latter from below before the clea. 

I ascertained that the thick parallel beams supporting the roof of 
with a thin layer of reeds, evidently intended as a backing for ; 
closely-packed branches of Toghrak, which again were covered 
about i-| ft. in thickness. This had, no doubt, served as the floori, 
however, there remained only a few stumps of posts. 

When the men under my direction Avere proceeding to remo 
with a view to lightening the weight of the roof and thus reduci. 
while the interior was being cleared, we came upon a little store 
cereals embedded in the layer of rubbish covering the floor. TI 
of ‘Tarigh’ or millet {Setaria ilalicd), still largely cultivated t 
together with small quantities of rice, barley, lentils, and a capful 
perfectly hard. For the determination of the above I am inde 
Royal Gardens, Kew, The exact nature of some roots also found 
the surveyor’s cook, as well as the labourers, thought to recognize 
yet been determined. A small ruined structure outside the gate { 
was cleared without any finds. 

The survey of the surroundings of the ruined quadrangle yields 
interest. To the west and north there extended, as far as I coul 
ascertain, dunes of great height piled up in weird desolation ami 
as those encircling- the ruin. Such masses of sand would have effect 
even of large buildings. If such were likely to have ever existed he 
of wild camels were reported to me on the north. To south and 
half a mile was relatively open, the dunes stretching across it beii 
height. But the traces of ancient occupation which the depress!' 
were very scanty. Small fragments of coarse pottery appeared int 
for indications of structural remains such as timber posts or walls, 
not have effectively hidden, I looked in vain, except near the southe 
about half a mile to the south-east of the quadrangle, where my gulc 

From the west slope of a dune about 10 ft. high there rose 
marking the position of a compact block of rooms extending about 
On excavation the walls, which seem to have been of mud only, a^ 
to carry the roof, were found to have decayed almost to the grounc 
evidently been for a prolonged period without the protection of sand 
were found, except three round pots of very coarse pottery set in the 
was distinctly inferior to that of the pottery found at the Niya Site, 
and uniformity of grain. The largest measured 18 by 18 in., being 
The shoulder was decorated with a rough zigzag line, and had thr 
to it. Another was 7 in. high, 8 in. broad at its greatest circum 
with two elongated handles. The mouth, 3 in. wide, had a neck , 
which was broken ‘at the bottom, measured 14 in. across, with g, mouC. 
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character of the remains indicated a relatively large but roughly-built 

of its survival suggested that what structures may have once existed nta > 

"" iTseems to''mTve!y^sfgnificant that here, too. just as in ail the structures of the ruined U 
quadrangle, only Toghrak was used for the timber-work. This species of wild poidar grows 
plentifully, as we have seen, in the jungles of all the rivers which lose themselves in the sand , 
it manages to survive even in desert tracts which surface water never reaches now. But its 
twisted knotty trunks and branches by no means furnish as good a building material as the 
Terek or white poplar, the jigda, and other trees planted in cultivated areas. At UantUm- 
Uiliq, at the Niya and Endere Sites, only timber of these latter trees appears to have Jeen 
used for the framework of houses, and this accordingly bore there a far more finished look 
than at Kara-dong. At those other old sites the dead trunks of F crek and other trees depending 
on systematic irrigation formed a conspicuous feature. But around Kam-dong I looked for 
them in vain. Dead trees rising from between the sand'dunes were plentiful on the ground 
close to the east and south of the main ruin, but they were all old 1 oghraks or tamarisks, 
such as are still found growing luxuriantly in a broad belt west of the relatively recent river- 
bed of Toldama. I think it justifiable to conclude from this observation that cultivation could 
not have existed to any considerable extent in the vicinity of the Kara-dong site at the period 
from which its buildings date. 


What then can have been the purpose of the great mined quadrangle, situated, as it I'u 
evidently was, in the forest land between the desert and the river, and contrasting so strikingly 
by its size with the modest character and limited extent of the other remains ? Keeping in 
view the position and die peculiar plan of the structure, I think the suggestion may be hazarded 
that we have here the ruin of an ancient 'Langar' or roadside Sarai, built primarily to afford 
accommodation for a large number of people, yet capable of defence, too, if the need should 
arise. Such a suggestion of course presupposes traffic along the Keriya Darya at an early 
period, and for the existence of such, I believe, adequate historical and topographical evidence 
can be adduced. 

Mirza Haidar, when speaking of the rivers which empty their waters into the great lake His 
of the Turkestan desert, i. e, the Lop-Nor, distinctly mentions the Keriya Darya along with 
‘the river of Yarkand, the Ak-Kash (i.e. the Yurung-kash), and the Kdra-Kdsh’ and ‘the rive 
Charchan’®. Seeing how thoroughly well acquainted from personal experience the Moghul 
historian was with the Khotan region, and how exact his description of it lias proved to be, 
it seems very unlikely that he would have made tliis statement unless the Keriya river was 
still in his days believed to reach the Tarim. Also in the 7 'urki legendary of MahmQd Karam 
Kabuli, which purports to relate events of the twelfth century a.d., a force of Muhammadan 
warriors, coming from the conquest of Ak-su. is described as attacking the infidels in the vicinity 
of Keriya by the route of the Keriya river’®. 

Whatever the historical value of this tradition may be, M. Grenard was fully justified in Proj. 
quoting It m connexion with the plan which an energetic Amban of Keriya formed in 1S93 for 


See Tarjkh-i-Rashldi, p. 406. The text calls the lake 
Kuk Naur, i. e. Koko-Nor, but the description given of it 
shows beyond all doubt that Mirza Haidar means the Lop- 
Nor. Subsequently he refers to ‘ the Kara MurSn of Khiidi,' 
i.e. the Huang-ho issuing from one end of the lake, — a 
reflex, as Mr. Ney Elias duly recognized, of the ancient 

STEIN 


Chinese legend which supposes a subterraneous connexion 
^iwccn the Lop-Nor and the Huang-ho (see, e. g., Rdmusat, 
VilU de Kholan, p. 2). This traditional belief accounts for 
the confusion of the two names. 

See Grenard, Mission D, de Rhins, iii. p. 
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plaster had once existed. This plaster had, however, completely disappeared both in the inner 
divisions and in the outer^ walls. Hence it was most difficult to check the pouring-in of sand 
and loose earth from all sides. It took my men two days’ hard, digging — vigorously continued 

in spite of a fresh sandstorm which visited us on March 17, this time from the south-west 

before the floor of the central passage was reached at a depth of 14 ft. from the beams of the 
ceiling. On examining the latter from below before the clearing had proceeded far down, 
I ascertained that the thick parallel beams supporting the roof of the gateway were first covered 
with a thin layer of reeds, evidently intended as a backing for plaster. Above this were laid 
closely-packed branches of Toghrak, which again were covered with a layer of stamped mud 
about ft. in thickness. This had, no doubt, served as the flooring for another story, of which, 
however, there remained only a few stumps of posts. 

When the men under my direction were proceeding to remove part of this mud flooring, 
with a view to lightening the weight of the roof and thus reducing the risk of its giving way 
while the interior was being cleared, we came upon a little store of remarkably well-preserved 
cereals embedded in the layer of rubbish covering the floor. There were a couple of pounds 
of ‘Tarigh’ or millet {Setaria ilalica), still largely cultivated about Keriya and elsewhere, 
together with small quantities of rice, barley, lentils, and a capful of large black currants dried 
perfectly hard. For the determination of the above I am indebted to the Director of the 
Royal Gardens, Kew. The exact nature of some roots also found here, in which Jasvant Singh, 
the surveyor’s cook, as well as the labourers, thought to recognize some sort of turnqa, has not 
yet been determined. A small ruined structure outside the gate (seen on the left in Fig. 53) 
was cleared without any finds. 

The survey of the surroundings of the ruined quadrangle yielded little of direct antiquarian 
interest. To the west and north there extended, as far as I could see and the men sent out 
ascertain, dunes of great height piled up in weird desolation amidst sand-cones quite as big 
as those encircling the ruin. Such masses of sand would have effectively smothered the remains 
even of large buildings, if such were likely to have ever existed here. I may note- that tracks 
of wild camels were reported to me on the north. To south and east the ground for about, 
half a mile was relatively open, the dunes stretching across it being only from 5 to 15 ft. in 
height. But the traces of ancient occupation which the depressions between them revealed 
were very scanty. Small fragments of coarse pottery appeared indeed over rare patches, but 
for indications of structural remains such as timber posts or walls, which the low dunes could 
not have effectively hidden, I looked in vain, except near the southern limit of this debris area, 
about half a mile to the south-east of the quadrangle, where my guides knew of an ‘ old house’. 

From the west slope of a dune about 10 ft. high there rose here rough wooden posts 
marking the position of a compact block of rooms extending about 63 ft. from north to south. 
On excavation the walls, which seem to have been of mud only, apart from the posts meant 
to carry the roof, were found to have decayed almost to the ground ; the whole structure had 
evidently been for a prolonged period without the protection of sand. No objects of any kind 
were found, except three round pots of very coarse pottery set in the mud flooring. Their, clay 
was distinctly inferior to that of the pottery found at the Niya Site, both in point of hardness 
and uniformity of grain. The largest measured 18 by 18 in., being 7 in. wide at the mouth. 
The shoulder was decorated with a rough zigzag line, and had three small handles attached 
to it. Another was 7 in. high, 8 in. broad at its greatest circumference, and was provided 
with two elongated handles. The mouth, 3 in. wide, had a neck raised 3 in. The third 
which was broken 'at the bottom, measured 14 in- across, with a mouth 5 in- wide. The general 
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character of the remains indicated a relatively large but roughly-built dwelling. The very fact 
of its survival suggested that what structures may have once existed near by must have been 
of a still less substantial type. 

It seems to me very significant that here, too, just as in all the structures of the ruined 
quadrangle, only Toghrak was used for the timber-work. This .species of wild poplar grows 
plentifully, as we have seen, in the jungle.s of all the rivers which lose themselves in the sand , 
it manages to survive even in desert tracts which surface water never reaches now. But its 
twisted knotty trunks and branches by no means furni.sh as good a building material as the 
Terek or white poplar, the Jigda, and other trees planted in cultivated areas. At Dandan- 
Uiliq, at the Niya and Endere Sites, only timber of these latter trees appears to have been 
used for the framework of houses, and this accordingly bore there a far more finished look 
than at Kara-dong. At those other old sites the dead trunks of Terek and other trees depending 
on systematic irrigation formed a conspicuous feature. But around Kara-dong I looked for 
them in vain. Dead trees rising from between the sand-dunes were plentiful on the ground 
close to tite east and south of the main ruin, but they were all old Toghraks or tamarisks, 
such as are still found growing luxuriantly in a broad belt west of the relatively recent river- 
bed of Toldama. I think it justifiable to conclude from this observation that cultivation could 
not have existed to any considerable extent in the vicinity of the Kara-dong site at the period 
from which its buildings date. 

What then can have been the purpose of the great ruined quadrangle, situated, as it 
evidently was, in the forest land between the desert and the river, and contrasting so strikingly 
by its size with the modest character and limited extent of the other remains } Keeping in 
view the position and the peculiar plan of the structure, I think the suggestion may be hazarded 
that we have here the ruin of an ancient ‘Langar’ or roadside Sarai, built primarily to afford 
accommodation for a large number of people, yet capable of defence, too, if the need should 
arise. Such a suggestion of course presupposes traffic along the Keriya Darya at an early 
period, and for the existence of such, I believe, adequate historical and topographical evidence 
can be adduced. 

hlirza Haidar, when speaking of the rivers which empty their waters into the great lake 
of the Turkestan desert, i. e. the Lop-Nor, distinctly mentions the Keriya Darya along with 
‘the river of Ydrkand, the Ak-Kash (i. c. the Yurung-kash), and the Kdra-Kdsh ‘ and ‘the 
Charchdn’®. Seeing how thoroughly well acquainted from personal experience the Moghul 
historian was with the Khotan region, and how e.xact liis description of it has proved to be, 
it seems very unlikely that he would have made tltis statement unless the Keriya river was 
still in his days believed to reach the Tarfm. Also in the Turki legendary of Mahmud Karam 
Kabuli, which purports to relate events of the twelfth century a. o., a force of Muhammadan 
warriors, coming from the conquest of Ak-su, is described as attacking the infidels in the vicinity 
of Keriya by the route of the Keriya river’®. 

Whatever the historical value of this tradition may be, M. Grenard was fully justified in 
quoting it in connexion with the plan which an energetic Amban of Keriya formed in 1S93 for 


’ See Tdnkh-i-Rashidi, p. 406. The text calls the lake 
Ruk Naur, Le. Koko-Nor, but the description given of it 
shows beyond all doubt that Mirza Haidar means the Lop- 
Nor. Subsequently he refers to ‘ the Kara Murdn of Khiidi,' 
i, e. the Huang-ho issuing from one end of the lake, — a 
reflex, as Mr. Ney Elias duly recognized, of the ancient 


Chinese legend which supposes a subterraneous connexion 
between the Lop-Norand the Huang-ho (see, e.g., Rdmusat, 
ViUc de Kholait, p. 2). This traditional belief accounts for 
the confusion of the two names. 

“ See Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, iii, p, 4^. 
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Opening up a route to the Tarim along the Keriya river Dr. Hedin’s journey in iSg6 has 
since proved that the Amban’s belief in the possibility of traversing the sands between the 
present end of the river course and Tarim without serious difficulty was well founded. On the 
line followed by the Swedish explorer, which must correspond approximately to the old extension 
of the river-bed, patches of vegetation and relatively near subsoil water are to be found con- 
stantly down to the southernmost branch of the Tarim There is good reason to believe 
that the opening of this route, by the digging of wells and the establishment of small posts, 
\vould prove no very formidable task even for the present administration. 

A glance at the map shows that the route along the extant course of the Kerij^a river 
and its old extension towards the Tarim forms the most direct line of communication between 
the whole Khotan region and the ancient territory of Kucha, and the other oases further to 
the north-east'®. That close relations existed politically between Kucha and the Khotan 
kingdom, its immediate neighbour to the south, is attested by the fact that tlie submission of 
Khotan to Chinese supremacy in 648 a . d . is described in the T'ang Annals as the direct result 
of the conquest of Kucha". It is equally certain that the cultural affinities between the two 
states, the frontiers of which adjoined in the desert, must have been great'®. The importance 
of using the nearest route for communication must have been felt more than ever after the 
administrative head quarters of the Protectorate of An-hsi, controlling ‘ the Four Garrisons’, and 
thus also Khotan, had first been established at Kucha in 648 or 649 a . d . '® 

On the grounds here indicated I think we can safely assume that there lay in early times 
along the banks of the Keriya Darya a route regularly followed by traffic, just as that along 
the Khotan Darya is at present. Kara-dong lies about halfway between the Tarim and the 
main oasis of Khotan, and a small station established here would have conveniently served the 
double object of affording a safe resting-place to caravans, and of watching the route for customs 
or police purposes. A small settlement, with a Bazar, &c., might well have existed by the side 
of such a post, just as found by the side of many a ‘ Langar ’ on modern caravan routes of 
Eastern Turkestan, and this is all that the traceable remains indicate. The natives may, indeed, 
call the remains a kdiie-shahr, using the term which is applied throughout the country to okl 
remains of any kind, even the smallest. But to talk of an ‘ ancient city ’ here would imply 
more imagination than a critical student need care to take credit for. 

There is no direct evidence to indicate the exact age of the ruined quadrangle or the date 
when it was abandoned. But from the fact that among the coins picked up there were no 
T'ang pieces, it appears probable that the site was deserted earlier than, e.g., Dandan-Uiliq, 
where coins of the K'ai-ylian period (713—741 a . d .) and of later T ang issues were common. 
On the other hand, the pieces, without legend or bearing the characters wu-c/iit, which Kara- 
dong yielded all show marks of long circulation, like those found at Endere. Tlie finding of 


’* Sec ui fission D. de Rhins, i. p. 172. 

" Sec Hcdin, Rcisin in Z.-A., pp. 54 sqq. 

The saving ill distance, as against tlic modern route 
down the Khotan Darya and thence via Ak-su, becomes still 
more evident when we remember that the settlements about 
Dandan-Uiliq allowed travellers to move str.aight from the 
Keriya river to the Khotan capital without touching the pre- 
sent oasis of Keriya. 

“ Sec Chavannes, Turcs cceiJ., p. 126; also above, 
p. 175- 

“ Comp. IIsil.an-tsang’s description of Kucha and its 


people {J/s’inoirts, i. pp. 3 sqq.; Watters, iifiw Clwon/s 
Travds, i. p. 59) with that given of Khotan ; aho the T'ang 
Annals’ accounts of both territories, 'J'urcs osdJ., pp, 1 2 j m]., 
125 sq. For a curious point of contact specially noted by 
the Chinese annalists, see ibid., p. 115; above, p. 139. 

Sec also the story told by Ilsilan-tsang of the Kbot.m 
minister at Kuch-a and the subsequent miraculous transfer of 
a Buddha statue from Kuch.i; AUnoirts, ii. p. 230; alxive, 
p. 225 - 

“ See above, p. 60. 
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small bits of paper also points to a period not very distant from tliat ascertained for the ruined 
fort of die latter site. As to the specific cause of the abandonment it would be hazardous to 
express any definite opinion. A variety of causes, which we have no means of tracing, might 
have led to the transfer of the post to another locality, or to its complete desertion. 

It is easy, of course, to suggest a change in the river-course which deprived the station of La 
convenient access to water. That these lateral shifts of the Keriya river must have been in 
old times quite as frequent and marked as they are now is evident. Yet it is noteworthy that 
the direct distance between Kara-dong and the Toldama river-bed, which still receives water 
during the summer floods, is only about five miles, i.e. considerably less than the distance 
separating recent beds of the river, e.g. below Kochkar-Oghil or Tonguz-ba.ste. When returning 
from Kara-dong on March iS I passed, within only one mile of the main ruin, a depression 
occupied by a large number of small 'foghrak trees, all dead, yet clearly showing by their 
appearance that the time when they died cannot h.avc been very remote. It would appear that 
they all sprang up together during a temporary return of a river-branch in this direction, but 
that the period of revived subsoil moisture was not long enough to permit these hardy pioneers 
of vegetation to grow up fully. Further on I reached the first groups of living Toghraks 
within about two and a half miles from the ruin, growing comfortably between the westernmost 
of the three Dawans, 50 to 60 feet high, which my map marks. Taking into account all con- 
ditions, I am inclined to look upon the position of the Kara-dong ruins as striking evidence 
how relatively small a change the main direction of the Keriya river course has undergone during 
the last twelve hundred years or so, A reference to the questions discussed above with 
reference to the Dandan-Uiliq site will show the antiquarian interest attaching to this 
observation 


OnjECTS I-OUND AT KARA-DONG. 


K. oor. Small objects in metal, glass, &c., found 
amidst debris of Kani-dong (luadraiigle. 

a. Small fragment of carved bronze plate. x V- 

b. Iron point, long square pyramid-shaped, with tang. 
Probably an arrow-head, but possibly a drill. Length 2', 
width of thickest part See PI. LI. 

C. Wire-like strip of iron. Length 2'. 

d. Small irregularly-shaped piece of iron. Length 

e. String of 3 seed pearls, on each side of which a pink 
(coral) bead, the remainder being greenish glass be.ids, all 
strung on a (modern) thread. See PI. LI I. 

f. Small fragment of thin yellowish glass ; curved. 

g. Small copper rivet. 

[K. 002. Objects found on eroded ground cast of 
Kara-dong quadrangle.] 

K. 002. a. Bronze buckle. The portion which was attached 
to the garment or belt is double, one pkate being on each 
side of material, to which it was secured by four rivets. 
Loop of buckle rectangular, and lying across it is the 
tongue, which is broad at base, and rapidly narrows to 
ordinary thickness, broadening again slightly' before reach- 
ing angular point. The buckle is flat on inner side, and 
rounded on outer. In this example there appears to be 


a raised decorative strengthening piece on the outer plate, 
very similar in form to the longue, but broader. Outer 
plate I ' X I S'. Loop x i i'. Sec PI. LI. 

K. 002. b. Bronze buckle similar to K. ooa. a. Outer 
plate 1 3 ' X 1 ; loop x r J'. 

K. 002. c. Double plate of buckle, similar to K. 002. a. 
Hinge broken and loop, &c. absent. Rivets remain. 

7' s, 7» 
i) ^ iS • 

K, 002. d. Double plate of buckle; inner plate has 
become detached and is sticking to front of outer plate. 
Rivets remain. X I"- 

K, 002. e. Outer plate of bronze buckle with 3 rivets . 
renuiining. I" x^’. 

K, 002. f. Thin bronze plate, broken at one corner. 
One hole in one corner only. x J-J". 

K. 002. g. Thin bronze plate ; 2 rivets attached. x I". 

K. 002. h. Thin bronze plate ; inner plate of buckle. 

4 rivet holes, x y. 

K. 002. i. Fragment of thin bronze plate. Portion 
of rivet hole visible, -/jj" x -/jj-'. 


” See above, pp. 285 sqq. 
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K. 002. j. Lip or foot of glass vessel, fragment. 
Lustreless. Edge, which is intact, rolled over and tubular. 
2 y'xY- See PI. LI. 

K. 002. k. Thin yellowish glass ; small fragment. 

K. 002. 1 . Terra-cotta whorl. See PI. LI. 

K. 002. m. Bronze ball, pierced. Perhaps used as a 
whorl. Diam. nearly. 

K. 002. n. Iron arrow-head. Conical with long thin 
tang from centre of base. Length of head i", diam. 
Length of tang 2^", diam. See PI. LI. 

K. 002. o. Sandal-wood comb ; parabolic-shaped. The 
teeth, which are rather fine, extend from square end to 


a length of about if". They are well formed and retain 
considerable elasticity. The pattern of this comb is the 
same as that now common in Northern India. Length 
3" ; width at square end ai"; thickness at rounded end I". 

K, 003. Handle of terra-cotta vessel ; fragment. Upper 
surface ornamented, three .rows of small impressed rings. 
Clay very impure. Width length i^". 

K. 004. a. Fragment of coarse terra-cotta vessel, 
having a rapidly-drawn wavy or nebule pattern upon it. 

K. 004. b. Handle of coarse terra-cotta vessel ; 
fragment, ornamented with three rows of small incised, 
rings, il'xij" 


Section II.— HSUAN-TSANG’S NOTICE OF FI-MO AND MARCO POLO’S PEIN 

My survey and excavations at Kara-dong were completed on March 17 in the midst of 
a sandstorm such as had greeted our arrival. Though the force of the wind, this time from 
the south-west, was somewhat less, the driving sand made the conclusion of the work decidedly 
trying both to my men and to myself. Next morning I left this desolate spot, just as I had 
reached it, in an atmosphere thick with dust, and oppressive by its haziness. My eyes were 
now turned to the south again, where a number of archaeological tasks still awaited me in the 
vicinity of the inhabited area. 

First among them was a search for the ancient town of P'i-mo. Hsuan-tsang had visited 
it on his way from Khotan to Ni-jang or Niya, and its probable identity with Marco Polo's 
Pd/i, first suggested by Sir Henry Yule, made me all the more anxious to determine, if possible, 
its position. The distance and direction which the Chinese pilgrim’s narrative records for P'i-mo, 
and which, together with other archaeological indications we shall presently have occasion to 
discuss in detail, had long before made me look out for the place somewhere to the north of 
the small oases extending from Chira to Keriya. I had been anxious to search for it when 
leaving Dandan-Uiliq by marching due south through the desert. But the absence of local 
information and practical considerations connected with the condition of my men and animals 
prevented the execution of this plan. I was hence much pleased when, on my second visit to 
Keriya, I heard direct from Huang-Daloi, the kindly Amban, of two ‘ kone-shahrs which had 
been reported to him to exist in the desert beyond Gulakhma, an oasis on the Khotan road 
some forty miles to the north-west of Keriya. Ram Singh, too, when marching along this 
route in December, had heard of old remains in that direction. In order to save time I now 
decided to reach them, if possible, direct from the Keriya river by striking across the desert 
south-westwards. 

During the four days which saw us returning along the Keriya river as fast as camels and 
ponies could be got to move, I was surprised to notice that the water in the river had fallen 
by some 3 ft. as compared with the level of the preceding week. Thus the first spring flood 
had passed by ; yet in the vegetation of the riverine jungle I still looked in vain for any sign 
of approaching spring. Passing again on March 22 the familiar shrine of Burhanuddin-Padshahim, 

I picked up eu route the two men who, under the Amban s orders, had been sent by the Beg 
of Gulakhma to guide me to the sites. They looked unusually reticent and stupid, but not till 
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too late did we find out that they knew nothing of such a route as I ^ j r eh ' *1, 

timid to admit their ignorance, they thought it safest to guide us furtl-^^*^ ' 

where at least there was no risk from the dreaded Taklamakan. T ^s a er eaving on. 


Wncre at icaat uicic waa iiw ilorw iixjiii. vliv- vii ^ 

March 2? the left bank of the river at a great bend which the latter makes nc^^ grazmg-groun 
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of Kenk-kiok, we passed into a belt of dunes 20 to 30 ft, high, and fuf^"®^ crosse g 
Dawan such as always flanks a riverine area in the desert. After about ^ 

the northern edge of a wide area of swampy jungle watered by the streaiP ^ ® 

springs and marshes of Shivul, west of the Keriya oasis. 1 j t 

Passing through thickets of Toghraks and luxuriant undergrowth s\\ 

a series of large pools, in which this stream seems to find its end duri’^S the winter. a f gj, 
a mile to the south-west of these we came to the edge of a long stretch o oggy » 

treacherously covered with light sand, through which a safe passage for the pomes cou d be 

found only with great difficulty. The ground was quite impracticable the camels, w ic 

accordingly had to be sent northward to turn the obstacle by a detour niany miles. The 

local knowledge of our guides now quite gave out, and though there everywhere the 

tracks of flocks that had grazed here during the winter, we did not succe^*^ finding a single 

shepherd to help in guiding us. Fortunately we came at last, after on^ ^ miles of 

marsh, upon firm sandy ground near the pasture of Shakiin-Oghil. South found the 

course of the Shivul Darya, which flowed here as a limpid and fairly raP**^ stream, fully 6 to 
8 ft. deep, in a winding but well-defined bed about 15 ft. broad. This helped once more to 
guide our guides. We followed it upwards to a lake-like depression they ^^hed Kazan-kol, and 
ultimately, after a long and tiring day’s march, arrived at the solitary shrine known as 

Arish-Mazar (‘ the Mazar of the Cross-ways ’), ensconced in a grove of sf Toghraks. 

A large pond in front of it was said to receive water from another stream that 

traverses the area of sandy jungle between Keriya and Kara-kir Langar. "Phe camels did not 
arrive until close on midnight, the big bonfires we had kindled having helped to 

pfuide them. 


After the experience gained of the value of our guides, there was alternative but to Me 


resign myself to letting them reach again familiar ground near cultivatiP'^ before striking off 
into the desert. Accordingly, on March 24, when the thermometer again registered a minimum 
temperature close to freezing-point, we made our way south-westwards thf°^S^ ^ sandy 

jungle, in which the water of another spring-fed stream, the Kara-kir DaiT^. finally loses itself. 
Here, at the grazing ground of Kara-chilan, we got hold of some shepherd* prolonged 

protestations of complete ignorance of any and every route, were prevailed upon to g^ide us at 
least to the northernmost portion of the Domoko oasis, the nearest id direction I was 


aiming at. 

The track we now followed led through a maze of tamarisk-covereci sand-cones, standing Rer 
closer together than I had seen them anywhere before on the borders of desert. In 

their midst, at a point about four miles to the north-west of Kara-chila^> where erosion had 

created a stretch of ground somewhat more open, we unexpectedly came uP°^ unmistakable 
remains of some ancient settlement. The shepherds called the spot Ak-lai> simply ‘ Tatilik ’. 

The latter designation, general as it is, seemed appropriate, seeing that remains consisted 

mainly of broken bits of old pottery and similar small ddbris. The fragments were mostly 
lying on the top of small loess banks rising 8 to 10 ft. above the rest ground, and 

evidently marking the extent of erosion which the soil had undergone wh^*"® uot protected by 

remains or otherwise. Close to some tamarisk-covered cones the found<^*^^°us . of a few mud 
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walls could be distinguished, manifestly the remains of small houses. These walls showed 
bundles of Kumush placed vertically between layers of mud, a mode of construction identical 
with that which I observed on the day following in the modern ruins of ‘Old Domoko’, and 
which still prevails for the ordinary dwellings of villagers throughout the neighbouring oases. 

The potsherds, of several varieties, red, black, and a yellowish colour, were hard and un- 
doubtedly old ; but neither tliey (see for specimens D. K. 006 in list below) nor a bronze finger 
ring with a jewel of opaque glass (D. K. 004, see Plate LI), which was picked up on the slope of 
a loess bank, furnish any definite indication of date. Several small areas of open ground 
similarly strewn with pottery debris were passed at short intervals for about one mile, ■ remains 
of mud walls being traceable, however, only in two places. Other small Tatis are likely enough 
to be hidden away among the tamarisk-covered cones, but there was no time to search for 
them. It was clear that, owing to their exposed condition and the vicinity of the inhabited 
area, these scanty remains of old settlements must have been stripped long ago of any materials 
of value, and that the chance of finding structural ruins was very slight indeed. Turdi Khwaja, 
who rejoined me with a Dak at Arish-Mazar, had heard the site spoken of by people of Domoko 
as ‘ Konsamoma’s town’^, and as an object of frequent visits from villagers who hoped to find 
‘ treasure ', but were afraid of venturing far into the desert. 

Ultimately we struck the well-marked bed of the stream of Domoko, about twenty yards 
broad, but now completely dry, all its water being absorbed for the time by the irrigation 
demands of the oasis. Immediately beyond we emerged on land newly brought under culti- 
vation belonging to the village of Malakalagan, where we camped for the night. The colony 
had been formed about fifteen years before by people from the main oasis of Domoko \ The 
latter, extending on both sides of the Khotan-Keriya road from six to eight miles further south, 
was said to be separated from Malakalagan by a barren belt of dunes. The reclamation of 
desert soil going on at the new colony was a sight as cheering as it was instructive. Small 
irrigation cuts were seen winding along the old tamarisk-covered hillocks of sand that had not 
yet been levelled down by the combined effect of running water and the cultivators’ digging. 
Between them extended carefully-fenced fields. In order to save all arable ground the colonists 
had sensibly established their homesteads on the top of the larger sand-cones. Here and there 
the Toghraks of the desert jungle had been spared, particularly near the huts of the settlers. 
But it was clear they would soon disappear in a hopeless minority by the side of the avenues 
of young Tereks, Jigda, mulberry and other fruit trees which were rapidly growing up along all 
irrigation channels. I regret not to have ascertained, in the midst of many pressing occupa- 
tions, what specific circumstances had led to the establishment of the new village. But there 
could be no doubt about the geographically interesting fact of cultivation here successfully 
invading the desert. 

Before I proceed to describe my search of the, next days for the old sites in the desert 
northward, it will be convenient to set forth here what Hstian-tsang tells us of P i-mo, and 
what had made me look for possible traces of its position in this vicinity. We learn from the 


‘ 'Konsamoma’ seems to be the name given to a demon 
of old times whom popular legend of Khotan connects with 
a number of deserted localities near or within the oases, 
e. g., above Ujat and at Halalbagh. I never succeeded in 
getting hold of a full legend concerning the demon, but 
gathered that he was credited with feeding on human beings. 

■ This is llte form of the local name as I heard it com- 
monly pronounced. M. Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, iii. 


p. 45, writes it Dotimakou (i. e. Dumaku), Dr. Hedin, Rcisen 
in Z.-A., p. 201, Damaku. The first vowel is certainly 0 or 
«, both sounds being practically interchangeable in Eastern 
Turkl. The second vowel may be more correctly spelt as 
a, its sound closely approaching 0, owing to the preceding 
labial and the effect of epenthesis from the following 0 or u, 
a phonetic tendency strongly developed in the Khotan 
dialect. 
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Hsi-yii-chi that 300 li to the east of the Khotaii capital the pilgrim was shown in the middle 
of a great desert marsh an area of several thousands of acres where the ground was^ completely 
bare and of a dark-red colour ^ Tradition asserted that this was the spot where in old days 
a large army from the Eastern kingdom, i. e. from China, counting a million of men, was met 
in battle by the king of Kustana at the head of a hundred thousand horsemen. The troops 
of Kustana having been defeated, the king was made a prisoner, and all his men slaughtered. 
Their blood gave to the soil its red colour. Similar local legends, intended, no doubt, to 
account for pieces of ground of which the striking red colour exercised popular imagination, 
were heard by Hsuan-tsang elsewhere on his travels ^ 

Going thirty li or so to the east of this battle-field, the pilgrim arrived at the town of S 
P'i-ino Here there was a miracle-working statue of a standing Buddha carved in sandal- p 

wood, and about twenty feet high^ 'Those who have any disease, according to the part 
affected, cover the corresponding place on the statue with gold-leaf, and forthwith they are 
healed. People who address prayers to it with a sincere heart mostly obtain their wishes.’ 
The local tradition, which the Hsi-yii-c/d relates at great length, asserted that this statue had 
been made by Udayana, king of Kau4ambl, and that after Buddha's death it came through the 
air to the town of Ho-lao-lo-chia ^ |i^ ^ jto. The people of that town were rich and prosperous, 
but had no regard for Buddhist teaching. Hence, though the image displayed its miraculous 
power, no worship was paid to it When subsequently an Arhat came and respectfully saluted 
the statue, the king, to whom his strange appearance had been reported, ordered him to be 
covered with sand and earth. The Arhat in this condition was deprived of food, but a pious 
man who had previously worshipped the statue, secretly supplied him with nourishment When 
the Arhat was at the point of departure he predicted to this pious person that in retribution 
for what he had suffered the town would within seven days be covered by sand and earth and 
all the people perish. 

Warned to look to his own safety, the pious man told his relatives and friends of the Le 
impending doom, but was treated by all with ridicule. On the second day there arose a great 
wind, which ‘ carried before it all the dirty soil, whilst there fell various precious substances ’ ®. The /(t-. 
pious man, who was thereupon reviled afresh, prudently ‘ excavated for himself a secret passage 
leading outside the town. On the night of the seventh day there fell a rain of sand and earth 
which filled the interior of the town. The pious one escaped through his passage, and going 
eastwards came to this country, and took up his abode in P'i-mo. At the same time appeared 
there the statue which he worshipped. Ancient tradition said : “ When the law of Sakya is 
extinct, then this image will enter the dragon-palace." The town of Ho-lao-lo-chia is now a great 
sand mound. The kings of the neighbouring countries and persons in power from distant spots 
have many times wished to excavate the mound and take away the precious things buried 


’ See M^moires, ii. pp. 242 sq, ; Beal, ii. p. 322 ; Walters, 
.Yuan Chwati^s Travels, ii. p. 298. There is apparently 
nothing in the wording of the text to justify Julien’s assump- 
tion that the battle here related is the one which was sup- 
posed to have preceded the foundation of the kingdom of 
Kustana; see above, p. 157. The very mention of a ‘ king 
of Kustana’ speaks against it. Rdmusat, Ville de Kholan, 
pp. 60 sq., assumes an error in the text and attributes the 
victory to the Khotan king. 

* See, e. g., his description of the spot of Buddha’s ‘ body- 
offering’ {Memoires, i. pp. 164 sq.; Beal, i. p. 146), which 


I have had occasion to discuss in detail in my Archaeological 
Report, N.W. Frontier Province, r 904-05, pp. 41 sqq. 

® The Life, which gives an abbreviated account of 
P'i-mo, makes the statue thirty feet high, and describes it as 
‘distinguished at the same time by the beauty of its form 
and an attitude grave and severe’; see Vie de H.-TJis., 
p. 289. 

® This version of Beal’s is supported by Watters. Julien, 
Me’moires, ii. p. 245, assumed a corruption of the text and 
substituted characters meaning ‘ sand and earth ’ for ‘ various 
precious substances.’ 
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there, but as soon as they have arrived at the borders of the place a furious wind has sprung 
up, dark clouds have gathered together from the four quarters of heaven, and they have become 
lost to find their way.’ 

The distance of 330 li east of the Khotan capital indicated by HsUan-tsang’s account clearly 
points to some locality in the neighbourhood of the closely-adjoining oases of Chira, Gulakhma, 
and Domoko as the probable position of P‘i-mo, seeing that three daily marches from Yotkan 
would be counted to any of them. With this location might also be reconciled the Hsi-yil-chi's 
record of the next stage on the pilgrim's onward journey. We are told that, going to the east 
of ‘ the valley of P'i-mo ' he entered a desert, and after having travelled for about 200 li arrived 
at the town of Ni-jang or Niya. The distance and character of the ground here indicated are 
quite correct when referred to the journey from the Kenya river to Niya, a distance still 
ordinarily reckoned at two marches, But the very distinction made here between the town of 
P'i-mo and the valley of P'i-mo seemed to me an indication that the town could not have been 
situated about the present Keriya, quite apart from the fact that the distance between the latter 
and Yotkan, about no miles by the present road, could not have been treated in Hsuan-tsang's 
days as a three days’ journey, any more than it is at present. 

Sung Yiin’s narrative, as apparently first recognized by Beal supplies an earlier reference 
to P'i-mo, but under a different name, and with topographical indications which seem less precise 
at first sight than those of the Hsi-yil~chi^. Yet we shall see how important they have proved 
for the identification of the site. Sung Yiin, coming from Tso-^no, which, as we have seen above, 
is identical with HsUan-tsang’s and the Tang Annals’ Chil-mo {Tsiu~mo\ and must be located 
at the present oasis of Charchan®, travelled 1275 li westwards, and arrived at the town of Ma 
where flowers and fruits reminded him of those of Lo-yang (the present Ho-nan-fu) ; but 
the flat roofs of the mud-built houses formed a contrast. 

‘After travelling 22 li to the west of the town of Mo, [Sung Yun] came to the town of 
Haii-mo ^ @ or Fifteen li to the south there is a great temple with more than three 

hundred monks ; in it there is a gilt statue six feet high, of marvellous aspect ; on it there are 
displayed in a manifest fashion the distinctive marks [of Buddha], primary and secondary. Its 
face is always turned towards the east, and it has refused to turn round to the west. According 
to the story of the old people it arrived flying through the air ; the king of the kingdom of 
Yu-t'ien came in person to see it, and after having worshipped the statue carried it away on 
a car, but in the middle of the journey, during a night’s halt, it suddenly disappeared ; people 
were sent to search for it, and found that it had returned to its original position ; thereupon 
[the king] erected a temple, and assigned for its maintenance ’ four hundred homesteads ; when 
the people of these families have some disease they apply a gold leaf to the statue in the place 
where they suffer, and are all at once miraculously healed. Since then thousands of people 
have by the side of the statue erected statues 16 feet high and all kinds ^of buildings and 
shrines.’ Sung Yun further records that the banners and canopies of embroidered silk put up 
there counted by tens of thousands. More than half of them, we are told, were banners pre- 
sented under the Wei dynasty ; many of the Chinese inscriptions on them recorded dates from 
495 to 513 A.D., while one of them dated as far back as the period of the Yao Ch'in, 
384-417 

? Sts Travels 0/ Sung-Yun in Si-yu-h) i. p. kxxvi, note 9. • The banners here referred to were evidently of the 

® I take all details as to Sung Yila's description from same type as the often costly prayer-flags and painted 

M. Chavannes’ Faj/age de Song Yun, p. 1^. banners still to be found as votive olferings in Buddhist 

® See above, p. 436, note 15. temples of Tibet, China, .&c. We have found modest minia- 
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With the historical interest of the last portion of this record, which plainly indicates close K 
intercourse with China during a period when Chinese political supremacy over the Tarlm^ Basin ^ 
was wholly in abeyance, we are not concerned here. What is important for us to note is that 
the miraculous statue which Sung YUn describes as the object of such extensive worship was 
undoubtedly the same which HsUan-tsang saw at P'i-mo, and that accordingly Sung YUn’s 
Hati-mo must be identified widi the latter place. With this conclusion the total distance from 
Tso-mo, 1275 + 22 li, i. e. appro.ximately thirteen marches, is in remarkably close agreement, 
seeing that the same number of marches would still be reckoned at the present day from 
Charchan to Domoko or Gulakhma. In striking contrast with this correct reckoning is the 
immediately following location of the capital of Yil-t*ien at a distance of 870 li west of Han-mo 
— an instance of tlrose palpably erroneous measurements which unfortunately are by no means 
rare in die extant versions of Sung YUn’s narrative. 

The clear recognition of the fact that ‘Marco Polo's route must have been nearly coincident Sir 
widi that of HsUan-tsang’ led Sir Henry Yule to propose the identification of the former’s 
Peiii with the Chinese pilgrim’s This identification ivas not based primarily on the Fi 

similarity of the names — though this is close enough, especially if we consider that, as 
Sir H. Yule pointed out in a note, ' Pein may easily have been miscopied for Pe»i, which is 
indeed the reading of some MSS.’, and that ‘ Ramusio has Peym’ — but on the exact corre- 
spondence of the topographical facts. For Marco Polo, travelling eastwards, mentions his 
‘ Province of Pein ’ immediately after Khotan, and his description, already referred to, of the 
desert route between it and Charchan proves that it must have lain to the west of Niya. 
Hence Sir Henry Yule, with such geographical information before him as Johnson’s journey had 
furnished, was justified in assuming that Pein or P‘i-mo ‘ cannot have been very far from Kiria ’. 

The archaeological evidence which I secured, and which greatly strengthens Sir Henry Ma 
Yule’s identification of Pein with P'i-mo, will be detailed hereafter Here it will suffice to 
point out that Marco Polo describes Pein as ‘a province five days in length, lying between 
east and north-east. There are a good number of towns and villages, but the most noble is 
Pein, the capital of the kingdom’. Its position is not indicated, but the length of five marches 
given to the province is in close agreement with the distance separating the westernmost out- 
post of the Chira oasis from Niya. Of tlie people who were ‘worshippers of Mahommet, and 
subjects of the great Kaan’, he tells us that they ‘have plenty of all products, including cotton. 
They live by manufactures and trade’. The custom he relates of their marital relations has 
already been quoted in illustration of the laxity of the marriage tie prevailing from old times 
in the whole Khotan region^®. 


Section HI.— THE SITES OF UZUN-TATI AND ULOGH-ZIARAT 

My previous information had clearly indicated that the ruined sites I was in search of must stari 
be situated in the vicinity of the Mazar of Lachin-ata. The people of Malakalagan whom I closely 
questioned did not deny their knowledge of this popular desert shrine, but none of them would 

lure representations of them among the deposits in the 
Endere temple cella; see above, pp. 429 sq. 

I* See Yule, Marco Polo, i. pp. 191 sq. 

I was glad that a brief abstract of it based upon the 
remarks in my Preliminary Report, pp. 58 sq., with illustra- 


tions of some of the antiques from Uzun-Tati, could be 
embodied by Prof. H. Cordier, Sir Henry Yule’s learned 
editor, in a supplementary note to the new edition ol Marco 
Polo, ii. p, 595. 

“ See p. 140. 

3 N 


smN 


456 KARA-DONG AND THE SEARCH FOR HSOAN-TSANG’S P‘I-M 0 [Chap.xm 

there, but as soon as they have arrived at the borders of the place a furious wind has sprung 
up, dark clouds have gathered together from the four quarters of heaven, and they have become 
lost to find their way.’ 

•SfSta distance of 330 li east of the Khotan capital indicated by Hsuan-tsang’s account clearly 

Hsi-yii- points to some locality in the neighbourhood of the closely-adjoining oases of Chlra, Guiakhma, 
and Domoko as the probable position of P'i-mo, seeing that three daily marches from Yotkan 
would be counted to any of them. With this location might also be reconciled the Hsi-yii-chi's 
record of the next stage on the pilgrim’s onward journey. We are told that, going to the east 
of ‘ the valley of P'i-mo ’ he entered a desert, and after having travelled for about 200 li arrived 
at the town of Ni-jang or Niya. The distance and character of the ground here indicated are 
quite correct when referred to the journey from the Keriya river to Niya, a. distance still 
ordinarily reckoned at two marches, But the very distinction made here between the town of 
P'i-mo and the valley of P'i-mo seemed to me an indication that the town could not have been 
situated about the present Keriya, quite apart from the fact that the distance between the latter 
and Yotkan, about no miles by the present road, could not have been treated in Hsuan-tsang’s 
days as a three days’ journey, any more than it is at present, 
ang Yun’s Sung Yiin s narrative, as apparently first recognized by Beal supplies an earlier reference 
■afi-mo. P'i-mo, but under a different name, and with topographical indications which seem less precise 

at first sight than those of the Hsi-yil-chi^. Yet we shall see how important they have proved 
for the identification of the site. Sung Yun, coming from Tso-mo, which, as we have seen above, 
is identical with Hsuan-tsang’s and the T'ang Annals' Chii-mo (Tsiu-mo), and must be located 
at the present oasis of Charchan ^ travelled 1275 li westwards, and arrived at the town of Ma 
where flowers and fruits reminded him of those of Lo-yang (the present Ho-nan-fu) ; but 
the flat roofs of the mud-built houses formed a contrast. 

-gend of ‘After travelling 22 li to the west of the town of Mo, [Sung Yiin] came to the town of 

Han-nio ^ ^ or Fifteen li to the south there is a great temple with more than three 

hundred monks ; in it there is a gilt statue six feet high, of marvellous aspect ; on it there are 
displayed in a manifest fashion the distinctive marks [of Buddha], primary and secondary. Its 
face is always turned towards the east, and it has refused to turn round to the west. According 
to the story of the old people it arrived flying through the air ; the king of the kingdom of 
Yii-t'ien came in person to see it, and after ha,ving worshipped the statue carried it away on 
a car, but in the middle of the journey, during a night’s halt, it suddenly disappeared ; people 
were sent to search for it, and found that it had returned to its original position ; thereupon 
[the king] erected a temple, and assigned for its maintenance ' four hundred homesteads ; when 
the people of these families have some disease they apply a gold leaf to the statue in the place 
where they suffer, and are all at once miraculously healed. Since then thousands of people 
have by the side of the statue erected statues 16 feet high and all kinds ^of buildings and 
shrines.’ Sung Yun further records that the banners and canopies of embroidered silk put up 
there counted by tens of thousands. More than half of them, we are told, were banners pre- 
sented under the Wei dynasty ; many of the Chinese inscriptions on them recorded dates from 
495 to 5^3 a.d., while one of them dated as far back as the period of the Yao Chin, 
384-417 A.I). “ 

? Travels of Sung-Ym\v^Siym-ki,\.y^.\s.-!i^'n,r^o\.^^. ■ “ The banners here referred to were evidently of the 

® I take all details as to Sung YUn’s description from same type as the often costly prayer-flags and painted 

3 \I. Chavannes’ Voyage de Song Fun, p. 14. banners still to be found as votive offerings in Buddhist 

® See above, p. 436, note r5. temples of Tibet, China, j&c. . We have found modest minia- 
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With the historical interest of the last portion of this record, which plainly indicates close M 
intercourse with China during a period when Chinese political supremacy over the Tarim^ Basin 
was wholly in abeyance, we are not concerned here. What is important for us to note is that 
the miraculous statue which Sung Yun describes as the object of such extensive worship was 
undoubtedly the same which Hsiian-tsang saw at P‘i-mo, and that accordingly Sung Yuns 
Han-mo must be identified with the latter place. With this conclusion the total distance from 
Tso-mo, 1275 + 22 li, i. e. approximately thirteen marches, is in remarkably close agreement, 
seeing that the same number of marches would still be reckoned at the present day from 
Charchan to Domoko or Gulakhma. In striking contrast with this correct reckoning is the 
immediately following location of the capital of Yu-t'ien at a distance of 870 li west of Han-mo 
—an instance of those palpably erroneous measurements which unfortunately are by no means 
rare in the extant versions of Sung Yiin’s narrative. 

The clear recognition of the fact that ‘ Marco Polo’s route must have been nearly coincident Sir 
with that of Hsuan-tsang’ led Sir Henry Yule to propose the identification of the former' ® !p! 
Pein with the Chinese pilgrim’s This identification was not based primarily on the Fi 

similarity of the names — though this is close enough, especially if we consider that, as 
Sir H. Yule pointed out in a note, ^ Pein may easily have been miscopied for Pern, which is 
indeed the reading of some MSS.’, and that * Ramusio has Peym’ — but on the exact corre- 
spondence of the topographical facts. For Marco Polo, travelling eastwards, mentions his 
‘ Province of Pein ’ immediately after Khotan, and his description, already referred to, of the 
desert route between it and Charchan proves that it must have lain to the west of Niya. 
Hence Sir Henry Yule, with such geographical information before him as Johnson’s journey had 
furnished, was justified in assuming that Pein or P‘i-mo ‘ cannot have been very far from Kiria ’. 

The archaeological evidence which I secured, and which greatly strengthens Sir Henry Ma 
Yule’s identification of Pein with P'i-mo, will be detailed hereafter 12 . Here it will suffice to 
point out that Marco Polo describes Pein as ‘ a province five days in length, lying between of 
east and north-east. There are a good number of towns and villages, but the most noble is 
Pein, the capital of the kingdom’. Its position is not indicated, but the length of five marches 
given to the province is in close agreement with the distance separating the westernmost out- 
post of the Chira oasis from Niya. Of the people who were ‘worshippers of Mahommet, and 
subjects of the great Kaan’, he tells us that they ‘have plenty of all products, including cotton. 
They live by manufactures and trade’. The custom he relates of their marital relations has 
already been quoted in illustration of the laxity of the marriage tie prevailing from old times 
in the whole Khotan region^®, 


Section III.-THE SITES OF UZUN-TATI AND ULUGH-ZIARAT 

clearly indicated that the ruined sites I was in search of must Sta 
the Mazar of Lachin-ata. The people of Malakalagan whom I closely 
questioned did not deny their knowledge of this popular desert shrine, but none of them would 


lure representations of them among the deposits in the 
Hndere temple cella ] see above, pp. 429 s(j. 

See Yule, Marco Palo, i. pp. 191 sq. 

I was glad that a brief abstract of it based upon the 
remarks in my Preliminary Report, pp. 58 sq., with illustra- 
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tions of some of the antiques from Uzun-Tati, could be 
embodied by Prof. H. Cordier, Sir Henry Yule’s learned 
editor, in a supplementary note to the new edition of Marco 
Polo, ii. p. 595, 

“ See p. 140. 
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there, but as soon as they have arrived at the borders of the place a furious wind has sprung 
up, dark clouds have gathered together from the four quarters of heaven, and they have become 
lost to find their way,’ 

The distance of 330 li east of the Khotan capital indicated by HsUan-tsang’s account clearly 
points to some locality in the neighbourhood of the closely-adjoining oases of Chira, Gulakhma, 
and Domoko as the probable position of P‘i-mo, seeing that three daily marches from Yotkan 
would be counted to any of them. With this location might also be reconciled the Hsi-yii-chi' s 
record of the next stage on the pilgrim’s onward journey. We are told that, going to the east 
of ‘ the valley of P'i-mo ' he entered a desert, and after having travelled for about 200 li arrived 
at the town of Ni-jang or Niya. The distance and character of the ground here indicated are 
quite correct when referred to the journey from the Keriya river to Niya, a distance still 
ordinarily reckoned at two marches. But the very distinction made here between the town of 
P’i-mo and the valley of P'i-mo seemed to me an indication that the town could not have been 
situated about the present Keriya, quite apart from the fact that the distance between the latter 
and Yotkan, about no miles by the present road, could not have been treated in HsUan-tsang’s 
days as a three days’ journey, any more than it is at present. 

Sung Yun’s narrative, as apparently first recognized by Beal supplies an earlier reference 
to P'i-mo, but under a different name, and with topographical indications which seem less precise 
at first sight than those of the Hsi-yil-chi^. Yet we shall see how important they have proved 
for the identification of the site. Sung YUn, coming from Tso-ino, which, as we have seen above, 
is identical with HsUan-tsang’s and the T'ang Annals’ Chil-mo {Tsm-wo), and must be located 
at the present oasis of Charchan**, travelled 1275 li westwards, and arrived at the town of Mo 
where flowers and fruits reminded him of those of Lo-yang (the present Ho-nan-fu) ; but 
the flat roofs of the mud-built houses formed a contrast. 

‘After travelling 22 li to the west of the town of Mo, [Sung YUn] came to the town of 
Han-mo :f^ ^ or Fifteen li to the south there is a great temple with more than three 

hundred monks ; in it there is a gilt statue six feet high, of marvellous aspect ; on it there are 
displayed in a manifest fashion the distinctive marks [of Buddha], primary and secondary. Its 
face is always turned towards the east, and it has refused to turn round to the west. According 
to the story of the old people it arrived flying through the air ; the king of the kingdom of 
YU-t'ien came in person to see it, and after having worshipped the statue carried it away on 
a car, but in the middle of the journey, during a night’s halt, it suddenly disappeared ; people 
were sent to search for it, and found that it had returned to its original position ; thereupon 
[the king] erected a temple, and assigned for its maintenance four hundred homesteads; when 
the people of these families have some disease they apply a gold leaf to the statue in the place 
where they suffer, and are all at once miraculously healed. Since then thousands of people 
have by the side of the statue erected statues 1 6 feet high and all kinds ^of buildings and 
shrines.’ Sung Yiin further records that the banners and canopies of embroidered silk put up 
there counted by tens of thousands. More than half of them, we are told, were banners pre- 
sented under the Wei dynasty ; many of the Chinese inscriptions on them recorded dates from 
495 to 513 A.D,, while one of them dated as far back as the period of the Yao Ch'in, 
384-417 A,I), 

^ See Travc/s of Sung-Fun in Si-yti-ki, i. p. tasvi, note 9. ■ The banners here referred to were evidently of the 

® I take all details as to Sung YUn’s description from same type as the often costly prayer-flags and painted 

M. Chavannes’ Voyage de Sang Fun, p. 14. banners still to be found as votive offerings in Buddhist 

’ See above, p, 436, note 15. . temples of Tibet, China, j&c. We have found modest minia- 
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With the historical interest of the last portion of this record, which plainly indicates close Wei 
intercourse with China during a period when Chinese political supremacy over the Tanm^ Basin 
Ts Xirirabeyance. we are not concerned here. What is important for us to note is that 
the miraculous statue which Sung Yun describes as Ae object of such extensive 
undoubtedly the same which HsUan-tsang saw at Pi-mo, and that accordingly Sung Y 
Han-mo must be identified with the latter place. With this conclusion the total distance from 
Tso-mo, 1275 + 22 li, i. e. approximately thirteen marches, is in remarkably close agreement, 
seeing that the same number of marches would still be reckoned at the present day from 
Charchan to Domoko or Gulakhma. In striking contrast whh this correct reckoning is the 
immediately following location of the capital of YU-t‘ien at a distance of 870 li west of Han-mo 

an instance of those palpably erroneous measurements which unfortunately are by no means 

rare in the extant versions of Sung Yun's narrative. 

The clear recognition of the fact that ‘ Marco Polo’s route must have been nearly coincident 
with that of Hsiian-tsang' led Sir Henry Yule to propose the identification of the former's ''p\ 

Pein with the Chinese pilgrim's This identification was not based primarily on the Fi-i 

similarity of the names — though this is close enough, especially if we consider that, as 
Sir H. Yule pointed out in a note, 'Pein may easily have been miscopied for Pe)n, which is 
indeed the reading of some MSS.’, and that ‘ Ramusio has Peym’ — but on the exact corre- 
spondence of the topographical facts. For Marco Polo, travelling eastwards, mentions his 
‘ Province of Pein ’ immediately after Khotan, and his description, already referred to, of the 
desert route between it and Charchan proves that it must have lain to the west of Niya. 
Hence Sir Henry Yule, with such geographical information before him as Johnson’s journey had 
furnished, was justified in assuming that Pein or P*i-mo ' cannot have been very far from Kiria ’. 

The archaeological evidence which I secured, and which greatly strengthens Sir Henry Mar 
Yule’s identification of Pein with P'i-mo, will be detailed hereafter 12 , Here it will suffice to 
point out that Marco Polo describes Pein as ‘a province five days in length, lying between of/ 

east and north-east. There are a good number of towns and villages, but the most noble is 

Phn, the capital of the kingdom’. Its position is not indicated, but the length of five marches 
given to the province is in close agreement with the distance separating the westernmost out- 
post of the Chira oasis from Niya. Of the people who were ‘worshippers of Mahommet, and 
subjects of the great Kaan’, he tells us that they ‘have plenty of all products, including cotton. 
They live by manufactures and trade’. The custom he relates of their marital relations has 
already been quoted in illustration of the laxity of the marriage tie prevailing from old times 
in the whole Khotan region 
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My previous infomation had clearly indicated that the ruined sites I tvas in search of must si.,i 
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acknowledge ever having visited the ‘ kone-shahr ’ near it. Our wanderings' of the previous two 
days had left me no illusions as to the value of our two worthy guides. Yet as better were 
not to be got and time was getting more than ever precious, I decided to set out with them 
on the morning of March 25. Old Turdi had never visited these sites, and from the ‘treasure- 
seeker’s’ point of view, did not rate them highly. They were too near, he thought, to the 
cultivated area to have retained much of either ‘treasure’ or antiques. Yet he was intelligent 
enough to realize my interest in them, and I could rely on his instinctive experience of the 
desert coming to the help of whatever local knowledge the Domoko guides might prove to 
possess. In order to be prepared for the excavation of any structural remains that might 
possibly be met, I took along an adequate number of labourers. The heat of the daytime 
was already becoming troublesome in the desert. But by the precaution of having all the water- 
tanks filled before the start, I provided against immediate risk resulting from prolonged wander- 
ings. The three days’ Odyssey which followed, and which could be traced in detail only on 
a large scale map, fully bore out my misgivings. Yet there were instructive experiences and 
interesting antiquarian observations to compensate for. the fatigue. 

Deserted The first two miles in a north-westerly direction brought us to the limit of the newly- 

^oldVonak’ land, when to my surprise I came upon unmistakable marks of earlier cultivation 

beyond. Old fields overgrown with tamarisk and thorny scrub could be clearly distinguished 
by the little embankments dividing them, as well as by the lines of dry ‘Ariks’ that once 
carried water to them. There was but little of drift-sand, and that mainly where rudimentary 
tamarisk thickets were forming to catch and retain it — the first beginnings, it seemed to me, 
of the tamarisk-covered sand-cones I have had so often to refer to. The Domoko labourers 
explained that these were the fields of ‘old Ponak’ village, which had been abandoned ‘in their 
grandfathers’ time’, i.e. forty or fifty years before. Passing along the road still frequented 
by the people visiting the cemeteries of the deserted villages, I arrived, some three miles further 
north-west, at a point known as Kobza-giram-shah^. 

Abandoned Here we had reached the southern edge of ' old Domoko ’, an area covered with the remains 
of of a deserted village group. The crumbling ruins of mud-built dwellings, constructed and arranged 

Domoko’. exactly as in the now inhabited villages of this tract and forming detached groups, seemed to 
extend, together with the interspersed orchards, cemeteries and fields, for about three miles from 
east to west. Going towards the north-west we kept between them for nearly three miles. The 
mud-walls, strengthened by the insertion of vertical bundles of Kumush, still rose often 4 to 5 ft. 
above the ground, and the massive fireplaces were intact even to a greater height, as seen in 
the photograph (Fig. 55) of one of these ruined houses. The deserted homesteads had been 
stripped of all materials that could be of use, such as beams, wooden doorposts, &c. As scarcely 
any sand had accumulated about the crumbling ruins, their rapid and complete disappearance 
seemed inevitable as soon as erosion set in. Of the latter no trace, however, appeared as yet 
over this area. 

Remains on It may be due to this preservation of the surface layer of loess that so little of pottery 
f could be seen on the ground. Erosion would probably bring to light plenty of it from 
different layers. Of other characteristic Tati remains, such as smelting refuse, pieces of charcoal 
and broken stones from the river-beds, there was a great deal to be seen on the ground. Of 
the fruit-trees in the orchards only low stumps remained, these trees having evidently died off 
very soon after irrigation ceased and having then been cut down for timber or fuel. On the 


* Kobza-girem-shahr of the map is a misprint. 
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other hand, plenty of young Toghraks were growing up among the ruins, indicating the relatively 
small depth of subsoil water. It was interesting to note at different points a number of big 
Toghraks, declared by the villagers to be very old, which were still in vigorous life. There could 
be no doubt that these trees were far older than the ruined dwellings. Their presence in this 
area, after what I had seen at Malakalagan, distinctly suggested that the ground occupied by the 
ruin of ‘old Domoko’ had previously, at no very distant period, been occupied by desert jungle. 
And with this the fact that most of the dead fruit-trees seemed but of small size and modest 

age curiously agreed. , . i 

The villagers accompanying me, as well as the people I subsequently examined on my 

return to the oasis, all agreed in asserting that the gradually increasing difficulty of conducting 
the irrigation water sufficiently far had caused the cultivation of the Domoko oasis to be shifted 
from this old area to the lands along the Khotan-Keriya road within the memory of living men. 
Local tradition, in fact, maintained that in the case of Domoko such shifts of the cultivated 
area, backwards and forwards, had occurred already five times and a sixth was to follow. What- 
ever the basis of this tradition may be, the explanation given by the villagers as to the cause 
of these shifts seemed sufficiently matter-of-fact. They attributed the abandonment of ‘old 
Domoko ’ not to any diminution of cultivation or of the water-supply available for it, but simply 
to the fact that the particular area could no longer be reached by the water carried in the 
irrigation canals. 

The lands of Domoko, as far as I could ascertain, at all times depend for their water on 
the Domoko Yar, fed mainly by springs. These may be supposed to bring again to the surface 
the water which the Sai absorbs higher up from the Nura river and neighbouring mountain 
streams. That the level or position in which springs of this kind appear is here subject to 
considerable changes within short periods I had occasion to learn subsequently in the case of 
Kara-kir, a small oasis just east of Domoko. There the fresh appearance of abundant springs 
north of the Khotan-Keriya road some ten years before my visit had promptly been followed 
by the creation of a new colony, with irrigable land sufficient for 700 to 800 households. With 
such evidence before me it seemed possible to assume that the position of the Domoko villages 
might have been similarly affected by earlier changes. But a gradual alteration of ground-levels 
consequent on irrigation deposits also suggested itself as a possible explanation of the alleged 
shifts. Nor did the villagers’ assertion induce me to overlook the possibility of a diminution in 
the available quantity of water being the true cause. 

It was clear that a prolonged and detailed investigation of all local conditions, particularly 
those connected with the supply of irrigation water, would be needed in order to arrive at any 
safe conclusion as to the cause or causes at work here. But, however that may be, I could 
feel no doubt as to the archaeological interest of the ruins I saw here. Modern as they 
are, they furnish the best illustration of the course of decay through which the ‘ kone-shahrs ’, 
or Tatis, found along the western route to Khotan and on the outskirts of the oasis, must be 
supposed to have passed. There, too, village sites were deserted owing to irrigation ceasing 
from one cause or another, and as they were so much further away from the desert centre than 
■the terminal oases of Dandan-Uiliq or the Niya Site, the heavy drift-sand could not arrive in 
time and in masses sufficiently large to give effective protection to the ruins. 

For nearly three miles we traversed the desolate remains of these village homesteads, but 
It was not until about two miles further to the north-west that the region of true dunes was 
entered near a little wooden tomb known as Supuji Mazar, and worshipped as the supposed 
resting-place of a saintly associate of Lachin-ata. The Mazar of the latter was not in view, 
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nor could our guides give any clear idea where we should find the ancient sites previously 
described as in its vicinity. Amidst the gradually rising dunes we soon left behind the last 
traces of old cultivation, dead trunks of Jigdas and Tereks, while the tamarisk-covered patches 
assumed more and more the appearance of isolated cones owing to incipient erosion of the 
unprotected ground around them. 

As we plodded on, the villagers I had taken along for eventual excavations became more 
communicative. They professed never to have seen the sites we were bound for, but they were 
well aware of the legend concerning them. These same villagers had before shown a clear 
perception of the direct cause which had led to the abandonment of their old lands. All the 
greater was my surprise to find that the legend they now proceeded to tell me, of the ‘old 
town ’ marked by the remains in the desert beyond, was in all substantial points the same as 
that which more than twelve hundred years ago Hsuan-tsang had heard at P'i-mo of the sand- 
buried city of Ho-lao-lo-chia. A holy man was treated with contempt by the inhabitants and 
refused water — as one version of the story asserted, because he had reproved them for unnatural 
crimes. He thereupon cursed the town, and foretold its approaching destruction. While they 
still mocked at his prophecy, sand began to rain from the skies, and continued for seven days 
and nights until the whole of the buildings were buried. Only seven pious people who had 
shown respect for the tiliigh adum (‘ the holy man’) managed to save their lives through a curious 
device, which varies from Hsiian-tsang’s story. The seven wise men are supposed to have 
clung to ropes fixed to a high pole after the fashion of a merry-go-round, still a popular diversion 
throughout Chinese Turkestan. Being whirled round and round by the raging storm they rose 
higher and higher above the ground while the sand accumulated, and thus escaped. 

Similar stories, no doubt, are current throughout Eastern Turkestan of ruins buried in 
the Taklamakan, but it is of particular interest to note how the continuity of local tradition 
had here transferred to the remains of P‘i-mo itself the legend which Hsuan-tsang heard at 
P'i-mo of a still earlier site. For I could safely recognize these remains in the extensive ddbris- 
covered area, portions of which we managed to trace in the course of the next two days. On 
that first evening our luckless guides dragged us aimlessly far out into the desert, until at , last 
the weariness of animals and men and the difficulty of getting the caravan in the darkness 
over the rising dunes forced us to pitch camp without having come across any indication of an 
old site. During the night one of the guides deserted. The other, however, a timid young 
fellow .whom Turdi, my desert factotum, kept under his eye, and encouraged by advice drawn 
from his own lifelong ‘ treasure-seeking ’ experience, recovered his bearings, and setting out 
before daybreak succeeded in discovering one portion of the ‘kone-shahr’ about three miles 
to the south-west. 

Uzun-Tati — ‘ the distant Tati ' 2 , as local tradition appropriately designates this site — proved 
to consist of several extensive patches of ground, thickly covered with pottery fragments and 
similar small ddbris. The northernmost of those which I saw showed an area about one mile 
from north to south, and over a quarter of a mile across, surrounded by low dunes and tamarisk- 
covered sand-cones. A few of the latter rose also within the otherwise level d4bris-strewn 
area. The effects of long-continued erosion were visible everywhere. Only at relatively few 
spots little banks of loess showed foundations of mud-walls, nowhere more than a foot or two 
high. In some of these stumps of round wooden posts remained, with bundles of Kumush 
placed vertically between them, indicating a mode of construction closely approaching the modern 
one as observed in the dwellings of ‘ old Domoko 

=■ Pronounced with the usual epenthesis, iaUi, the second part of the name sounded here almost like telt. 
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Whatever of tliese scanty structural remains had escaped erosion displayed plain evidence 
of the destruction dealt here by treasure-seekers’ diggings. This was not to be wondered at, 
seeing how relatively near this ruined site was to the several oases southwards. This easy 
accessibility and consequent thorough exploitation left no hope of ruins capable of excavation 
having survived here. In their absence the archaeological indications I needed as to the date 
when the site was last occupied could be forthcoming only from among the small ddbris to be 
picked up on the ground. I accordingly utilized all the available men for a careful search 
under my own supervision, and this soon yielded interesting clironological evidence. 

By the side of small objects in bronze, including a well-shaped clasp, a buckle-like object, 
some finger rings, and little fragments in the same material (see D, K. oor, 003, 005, shown in 
Plate LI) ; small broken pieces of glass and true Chinese porcelain (see for specimens D. K. 
002, 003. k, in Plate LI I) were common. As porcelain did not make its appearance among the 
keramic products of China until the beginning of the Sung period (963 a.d.)^ its discovery here 
was a clear indication that the site had been inhabited down to a far later time than, e. g. 
Dandan-Uiliq, Endere, or Kara-dong, where no trace of this material could be found. But 
even more definite chronological proof was obtained in the shape of the two copper coins which 
were picked up under my own eyes at the Tati. One of them (see Plate CX, 35) has been 
recognized as belonging to the Pao-yiian period (1038-39 A. D.) of the Emperor Jen tsung, while 
the other (see Plate XC, 43) is a piece bearing the name of Muhammad Arslan Khan, whom 
we know to have reigned over Khotan and other parts of Eastern Turkestan in the eleventh 
century. Thus the occupation of the site well into Muhammadan times was established beyond 
doubt. 

As Uzun-Tati did not offer further scope for systematic work I decided to proceed to the 
second ‘kone-shahr’ of our guides, which the people of Domoko knew of by the name of 
Uliigh-Ziarat or Uliigh-Mazar ‘ the holy (or high) shrine.’ Though it was known to be 
situated somewhere between Lachin-ata and Uzun-Tati, and in the end proved only about three 
miles distant in a direct line to the south-south-east of the latter, it took us nearly two days 
and very tiring marches and countermarches in the sand before I was able to complete my 
survey of its remains. Our soi-disant guide first led us over fairly high and closely-packed dunes 
to the south-east. At two points within a mile of Uzun-Tati old pottery ddbris cropped up 
again over small patches of bare ground, plainly marking an extension of that site. When we 
had covered about five miles in a direct line, pottery fragments appeared again in detached 
spots over large stretches of eroded ground. Our ‘guide’ now declared that we had got too 
far towards the Lachin-ata Mazar, and asked to be allowed to turn back once more in quest 
of the site. Halting the caravan, I accompanied him for some hours with a few of the men 
in his devious wanderings, but was finally obliged to retrace my steps to the caravan without 
any clue having been obtained for the location of Ulugh-Ziarat. As water was getting short 
I resolved to make for Lachin-ata, where there was said to be a well with brackish water. 
But after marching for an hour and a half eastwards between tamarisk-covered cones and over 
dunes 20 to 30 ft. high darkness obliged us to halt. During the night the labourers sent out 
in search managed to discover Lachin-ata about two miles to the south of our dreary camp. 

Next morning I dispatched our Darogha with an urgent requisition for efficient guides to 
the Beg of Gulakhma, to the north of whose tract we now were. While I was utilizing my 
enforced halt for anthropometrical measurements on the labourers with me, the luckless ‘ guide ’ 
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of the previous day, who had been allowed to keep away during the night for the sake of 
fresh efforts, turned up after midday with the news that he had found Ulugh-Ziarat at last. So 
accompanied by him and old Turdi I started back again to the point where the caravan had 
been halted on the previous day. Ulugh-Ziarat proved to be within only two miles of it 
north-westwards, but effectually hidden behind a series of high tamarisk-covered sand-cones. 
It was a small eroded plain about half a mile long from north to south, and slightly less 
broad, resembling in all its features the Uzun-Tati site, and covered like it with plentiful debris 
of undecorated but well-made old pottery. About its middle rose a loess-bank with what are 
supposed to be tombs of fifteen or sixteen saints. On its top a small collection of staves, 
rudely fashioned of tamarisk, clearly marked the spot as still receiving worship. I could not 
spare time for closer examination of these alleged tombs, as I was anxious to visit before 
nightfall the ‘ Sipil ’ or fortification reported further ahead. After crossing dunes for an approxi- 
mate direct distance of if miles to the east-north-east, I reached it in the middle of a relatively 
open sandy plain covered with tamarisk bushes and numerous young Toghrak trees. 

The ‘ Sipil ’ proved to consist of the comparatively well-preserved remains of a small fort, 
built in the form of an oval, having its longer axis from north to south. The greatest length 
of the interior was about 480 ft., its maximum breadth about 348 ft. The wall, about ii ft. 
thick at the base, was constructed of stamped loess with layers of rushes placed horizontally at 
varying levels to give it consistency. At a height of about 9 ft. from the present ground- 
level it bore a parapet which seemed to have originally been about 5 ft. 8 in. high, with a 
thickness of 3 ft. This, however, was broken in numerous places; behind it ran a platform 
about 5 ft. broad. No loop-holes were visible. The interior of this small fort, approximately 
approaching in size that of the Endere Fort, showed no remains whatever of buildings, though 
the sand within it could only be from 3 to 6 ft. high, and in several places left the foot of 
the walls clear. Except for a gap in the east face, which probably marks the position of the 
gate, the wall could be followed all round, no portion of it having completely fallen. I noted 
neither inside nor outside any pottery fragments. In the absence of other remains I was 
unable to form any definite opinion as to the date of this circumvallation, but its relatively 
good preservation, its shape different from that of the old forts of Endere and Ak-sipil *, and 
the total absence of brickwork seemed all to point to its having been constructed during 
Muhammadan times. Seeing that the position it occupies lies nearer to the present limits of 
cultivation, and must even now have subsoil water at a relatively small depth, it appears very 
improbable that the fort could have been abandoned earlier than Uzun-Tati. I left this ruin 
at nightfall, and was met on the way while returning to camp by the Beg of Gulakhma. A 
close examination of the men he had brought with him showed that the remains I had already 
examined were all that were known to them. 

That these remains of Uzun-Tati and Ulugh-Ziarat have a strong claim to be recognized 
as marking the position of Hsuan-tsang’s P'i-mo and Sung Yiin's Han-mo can, I believe, be 
proved by several convincing arguments. In the first place, we find their position in exact 
agreement with the distance of 330 li, i. e. a little over three marches, and with the eastern 
bearing from Yotkan which the Hsi-yii-cJii indicates for P'i-mo. The coins and porcelain 
fragments found by me at Uzun-Tati make it quite certain that the site was occupied for 
centuries after Hsuan-tsang’s time, while, on the other hand, there is nothing to preclude us 
from believing that it existed already long before the pilgrim’s visit. 


* See below, pp. 474 sq. 
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But the most striking evidence, I think, can be derived from the facts brought to light 
about the site of UlQgh-Ziarat. Its position, three miles to the south of Uzun-Tati, accords 
most accurately with the 15 li to the south at which Sung YUn’s narrative places the great 
temple, with the miracle-working statue of Buddha, relative to the town of Han-mo®. After 
all tlie evidence which the previous survey of sacred sites in and around the Khotan oasis 
has furnished of the tenacity of local worship in this region, we can safely recognize the name 
and sacred character of the ‘ Ulilgh-Ziarat’ as a distinct indication of an important Buddhist 
shrine having once stood there. The mere fact that the Ziarat, though assumed to be the 
resting-place of saints, is not called after any one of tliem is significant. 

But the antiquarian importance of the very name Ulfigh-ZiCirat, ‘ the holy Shrine ’, is still 
further increased by the fact that we can prove it to be of old date. We have already, in the 
preceding section, in connexion with the Keriya river route, had occasion to refer to the 
legendary or Ta^kira of hlahniQd Karam Kabuli, of which M. Grenard has furnished interesting 
extracts ®. This text, which seems to contain certain historical elements going back to the 
twelfth century of our era, describes in some detail the conquest by the Muhammadan champions 
of the territory of ‘Kenhan’, situated between the Keriya river and Khotan. Its ruler, the 
infidel ‘Turk Terkhan ’, is spoken of as a Jew and as a dependent of NQdQn Khan, the ‘ Tersa' 
or Christian, who held Khotan with his Kirghiz Kalmak or Kara-Khitai. After defeating Turk 
Terkhan the Muhammadan host is said to have taken and pillaged the rich town of (Jlftg/i- 
Zidrat, which was close to his capital Kcnkdn''. The latter itself vanished through magic, 
while the Muslim host next occupied Chira, and victoriously advanced upon Khotan. Whatever 
interpretation we may care to put upon any historical reminiscences that may possibly have 
mingled with dns legend, it is quite clear on topographical grounds that by * the province of 
Kenhan ’ must be meant the oases stretching from Keriya to Chira, and by ‘ the town of 
Ulugh-Ziarat ’ the site of UlQgh-Ziarat®. The ‘town of Kenhan’, Turk Terkhan’s capital, 
which is said to have vanished, may, at the time not exactly known to us when the legend 
took the shape recorded in the Tadhkira, have been looked for among the sands of Uzun-Tati. 

Whether the distinction made in the legend between the fate of the two towns indicates 
that Uzun-Tati was abandoned earlier to the desert than UlOgh-Ziarat, is a point which cannot 
be decided, nor one of much consequence for our inquiry. What, however, clearly results is 
that local tradition assumed both sites to have been inhabited down to the twelfth century, the 
time of the Kara-Khitai. This brings us still nearer than the archaeological evidence already 
detailed to the time of Marco Polo. Seeing that HsUan-tsang’s P'i-mo must be located at Uzun- 
Tati and that old Muhammadan tradition points to the same site as the capital of the tract, 
I think the conclusion becomes highly probable that Marco’s ‘ Pein, the capital of the kingdom 
lay also at this site or in its close vicinity*. 

These days in the desert had convincingly demonstrated the serious difficulties which must 
always attend a search for scanty remains hidden away among deceptive sand-dunes if made 


® See above, p. 4-6. 

“ See 3 Itsswn D. de Rhins, iii. pp. 43 sqq. 

' See Grenard, loc. cit., iii. pp. 44 sq. 

® M. Grenard, ibid., p. 45, note i, e.xpresses his inability 
to locate ‘UlOgh-Ziarat’, though he duly tr.aces, between 
Keriya and Chira, the tombs of various saintly warriors of 
Islam, among them Lachin-ata, whom the legend mentions. 

’ This long-continued importance of the site is a further 
support for M. Chavannes’ view that the town of K'an ^ ^ 


mentioned by the T'ang Annals at 300 li east of YU-t'ien (called 
town of Tdu (T'stti) in the T'ang itinerary above 

quoted, see Voyage de Song Vun, p. 13 note) was identical 
with P'i-mo; see Voyage de Song Vun, p. 14, note 4; also 
above, p. 176. 

It may be noted here that Sung YUn’s town of Mo, 
which was 23 li east of his Han-mo (see above, p. 456), 
would according to this indication have to be looked for 
somewhere about ‘ Old Domoko ’ or a little to the north of it. 
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without adequate guidance. The rapidly increasing heat and glare— on March 27 and '>8 the 
air about midday was 88° Fahr. in the shade, though the minimum thermometer had for the 
corresponding nights still registered^ 28“ and 30“ Fahr.-rendered tramps through the sand 
very trying, and we realized the limitations of the water-supply carried in the tanks when our 
party was increased by labourers. Hence I felt as glad as my men when the satisfactory 
conclusion of my task allowed me, on the morning of March 28, to turn back southward to the 
inhabited area. 

En ro2ite I passed the desolate little shrine of Lachin-ata (see Fig, 56), where, besides the 
usual accumulation of poles bedecked with flags, &c., there was a wretched hut sheltering the 
brackish well about 20 ft, deep. A small open space closely surrounded by high tamarisk- 
covered cones showed some pottery debris which looked old (for specimens see L. 002), The 
saint worshipped here is supposed to have followed the fortunes of Mahmud Karam Kabuli 'o. 
Within about four miles from Lachin-ata our route reached an area of abandoned fields, the 
cultivation of which a few generations ago was still remembered in village tradition. Some 
three miles further on we arrived at the scattered hamlet of Ponak, marking the northern edge 
of the flourishing oasis of Gulakhma, There for the first time I caught sight of the young 
green of cultivated fields and orchards. 


OBJECTS FOUND AT AK-TAZ SITE. 


D. K. 004. Bronze finger ring. The ring is made of 
a flat band of metal, and supports a circular setting in 
which is a gem apparently made of opaque glass with blue 


markings. See PI. LI. 

D. K. 006. Two fragments of terra-cotta. s-F x 

•g’ A ^ » 


OBJECTS FOUND AT UZUN-TATI. 


D. K. oor, a. Bronze hook, or clasp ; cast. The form 
is like a swan’s neck. long. See Pi. LI. 

D, K. 001. b. Cast bronze bnckle-Uke object ; open 
work, if" X if". See PI. LI. 

D. K. 002. a. Fragment of Chinese porcelain, finely 
glazed and decorated in blue outline pattern, 

See PI. LII. 

D. K, 002. b. Fragment of Chinese porcelain, glazed, 
decorated with dirty brown, badly fluxed, 

See PI. LII. 

D. K. 002, c. Fragment of Chinese porcelain, decorated 
with edge dark yellow; outside, two lines and pattern out- 
lined in black, filled in with fine green. i'xr- See 

PI. Lir. 

D. K. 002. d. Fragment of Chinese porcelain, glazed 
entirely outside with fine turquoise blue. Inside white. 
I'X^L SeePl. Lll. 

p, K, 002. e. Fragment of terra-cotta, glazed on inside 
olive green on which black lines. 5 X ^ . 

See Grenard, JfJusion D. de 


D. K, 002. f. Two fragments of moulded glass. See 
PI. LIL 

D. K. 002. g. Denticular setting with gem (dirty 

. yellow glass). Portion of a finger ring. 

D. K. 003. Small objects in metal, glass, porce- 
lain, &c. 

a. Bronze finger ring, similar to D. K. 004 but with 
claw (denticular) setting holding piece of flat cloudy-grcen 
glass. See PI. LI. 

b. Bronze finger ring, similar to D. K. 004, but larger 
and gem missing. Metal table for gem broken. On 
outer surface of flat band a raised design in twisted 
bronze wire laid on in two opposing zig-zags between 
parallel borders. Sec PI. LI. 

c. Table and gem selling of bronze finger ring. 

d. Small bronze ring attached to broken bronze flag- 
ment, probably of a bell. 

e. Several fragments of bronze, and one of iron, 

f. Three grape stalks. 

g. Small piece of thin bronze wire. 

Jihirts, tii. p. 45, note 5. 
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h. Two fragments of plain glass. See PI. LII. 

i. Piece of flint. See PI. LII. 

k. Fragment of Chinese porcelain vessel, finely glazed 
and painted with fret pattern in grey-blue on outside, and 
two faint lines inside. See PI. LII. 

D. K. 005. Small objects in metal, stone, &c. 

a. Large white shell bead. Diameter -I". 

b. Broken bronze finger ring, with empty circular gem 
cavity. See PI. LI. 
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c. Small bronze bell. Diameter f". 

d. Fragment of small bronze bell. 

e. Several small fragments of bronze, some showing 
engraved patterns. 

f. Small piece of bronze with square hole, probably 
worn-out Chinese coin. 

g. Small thin bronze disk ; perhaps a coin. 

h. Fragment of pale-green stone. 


OBJECTS FROM OLD 

L. 001. Small objects in bronze, said to have been found 
near Lachin-ata Mazar (presented by Beg of Gulakhma). 

a. Piece of cast bronze, to underside of which is 
attached, by iron rivet, a fragment of leather. It is 
probably a piece of harness, if" X f". 

b. Bronze split ring. Diam. 

c. Piece of thin sheet bronze doubled in halves, f" 

L, 002. Terra-cotta fragments, found on eroded ground 
near Lachin-ata Mazar. 

a. Fragment of rough terra-cotta vessel decorated with 
lightly scored lines and nebulae. 3" x zf". 


SITE NEAR LACHIN-ATA. 

b. Fragment of rough terra-cotta vessel decorated with 
nebular scorings, a" x if". 

c. Fragment of neck and shoulder of coarse terra-cotta 
vessel, with scar showing attachment of handle. Round 
junction of neck with shoulder two parallel raised mould- 
ings. On neck, as ornament, a few oblique dotted lines. 
Height 3f", width zf". 

L. 003. Chinese seal in bronze, octagonal, said to have 
been found at old site near Lachin-ata; bought at 
Gulakhma. Obv. shows in cameo one of the hundred 
forms of the character ^ = ‘ longevity ’ (Dr. Bushell). 
Rev. plain, with shank. Diam. i^^". See PI. L. 


Section IV.— THE TOGA-DONG MOUNDS AND THE KERIYA-KHOTAN 

ROUTE 

Gulakhma, which counts over nine hundred homesteads in its several villages, and in its 
central' part near the Keriya-Khotan route bears the look of a thriving small market town, 
might have tempted me to give to my caravan the rest which it badly needed. But time would 
not permit of more than a day’s halt, which I myself used for the examination of some ancient 
mounds I had heard of as recently opened by people of Chlra. Etiquette demanded that 
I should visit them under the guidance of the Beg of the latter oasis. So on March 29 I rode 
to Sarigh, the easternmost village of Chlra, where the Beg’s party joined me, and thence was 
taken again south-eastwards into the scrub-covered waste which stretches south of the high road 
connecting the two oases. After about three miles the sandy soil changed to gravel, and three 
miles beyond, at a point about equidistant from Gulakhma and Chlra, we arrived at the mounds 
of Tiiga-dong (‘the Camel Hillocks’). 

There, not far from the edge of the pebble ‘ Sai,’ I found some seventeen roughly circular 
mounds scattered at irregular intervals, varying from 10 to 60 yards, in the general direction 
- from north to south. The largest measured about 79 ft. in diameter, with a height of 1 1 ft., 
while the smallest was about 30 ft. across, rising to 5 ft. above the ground-level. They had all 
been dug into from the top in the centre, and cuttings had often been made from their sides ; 
but this work of destruction had evidently been carried on at different periods, as indicated by 
the varying states of decay of the interior materials thus exposed. There were indications of 

STEIN 

3 o 


Objects 

from 

Uzun-Ta 


Objects 

from 

Lachin-ati 


Halt at 
Gulakhma 


Tiiga-dong 

mounds. 



' .e of 
'"'hin-ala. 


Objects 

from 

Ak-taz. 


Objects 

from 

Uzun-Tati. 


m KARA-DONG AND THE SEARCH FOR HSOAN-TSANG’S FI-MO [Chap.XIII 

without adequate guidance. The rapidly increasing heat and glare-on March 27 and 28 the 
air about midday was 88” Fahr. in the shade, though the minimum thermometer had for the 
corresponding nights still registered 28° and 30° Fahr.— rendered tramps through the sand 
very trying, and we realized the limitations of the water-supply carried in the tanks when our 
party was increased by labourers. Hence I felt as glad as my men when the satisfactory 
conclusion of my task allowed me, on the morning of March 28, to turn back southward to the 
inhabited area. 

route I passed the desolate little shrine of Lachin-ata (see Fig. 56), where, besides the 
usual accumulation of poles bedecked with flags, &c., there was a wretched hut sheltering the 
brackish well about 20 ft. deep. A small open space closely surrounded by high tamarisk- 
covered cones showed some pottery debris which looked old (for specimens see L. 002). The 
saint worshipped here is supposed to have followed the fortunes of Mahmud Karam Kabuli 
Within about four miles from Lachin-ata our route reached an area of abandoned fields, the 
cultivation of which a few generations ago was still remembered in village tradition. Some 
three miles further on we arrived at the scattered hamlet of Ponak, marking the northern edge 
of the flourishing oasis of Gulakhma. There for the first time I caught sight of the young 
green of cultivated fields and orchards. 


OBJECTS FOUND AT AK-TAZ SITE. 

D. K. 004. Bronze finger ring. The ring is made of markings. See PI. LI. 
a flat band of metal, and supports a circular setting in D. K. 006. Two fragments of terra-cotta. 2 x i^". 
which is a gem apparently made of opaque glass with blue Xf". 


OBJECTS FOUND AT UZUN-TATI. 


D. K. 001. a. Bronze hook, or clasp ; cast. The form 
is like a swan’s neck, long. See PL LI, 

D. K. 001. b. Cast bronze buckle-like object ; open 
work, if" X if". See PI. LI. 

D. K. 002. a. Fragment of Chinese porcelain, finely 
glazed and decorated in blue outline pattern. f"xf''. 
See PI. Lll. 

D. K, 002. b. Fragment of Chinese porcelain, glazed, 
decorated with dirty brown, badly fluxed, il'x^". 
See Pi. LII. 

D. K. 002. c. Fragment of Chinese porcelain, decorated 
with edge dark yellow j outside, two lines and pattern out- 
lined in black, filled in with fine green. f"x|". See 
PI. LII. 

D, K. 002. d. Fragment of Chinese porcelain, glazed 
entirely outside with fine turquoise blue. Inside white. 
I'x&". See PI. LII. 

D. K. 002. e. Fragment of terra-cotta, glazed on inside 
olive green on which black lines, f " X ^ . 


D. K. 002. f. Two fragments of moulded glass. See 
PL LIL 

D, K. 002. g. Denticular setting with gem (dirty 
_ yellow glass). Portion of a finger ring. 

D. K. 003. Small objects in metal, glass, porce- 
lain, &c. 

a. Bronze finger ring, similar to D. K. 004 but with 
claw (denticular) setting holding piece of fiat cloudy-green 
glass. See PI. LI. 

b. Bronze finger ring, similar to D. K. 004, but larger 
and gem missing. Metal table for gem broken. On 
outer surface of flat band a raised design in twisted 
bronze wire laid on in two opposing zig-zags between 
parallel borders. See PI. LI. 

c. Table and gem setting of bronze finger ring. 

d. Small bronze ring attached to broken bronze frag- 
ment, probably of a bell. 

e. Several fragments of bronze, and one of iron. 

f. Three grape stalks. 

g. Small piece of thin bronze wire. 


See Grenard, Mission D. de Rhins, iii. p. 45 i 5 - 
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h. Two fr.igmenis of plain glass. See PI. LII. 

1 . Piece of iVml. See PI. LII. 

k. Fragment of Chinese porcelain vessel, finely glazed 
and painted with fret pattern in grey-blue on outside, and 
two fiiint lines inside. See PI. LIL 

D. K, 005. Small objects In metal, stone, &c. 

a. Large white shell be.ad. Diameter 5 *- 

b. Broken bronze finger ring, witli empty circular gem 
cavity. See PL LI. 


c. Small bronze bell. Diameter J’. 

d. Fragment of small bronze bell. 

c. Several snull fragments of bronze, some showing 
cngr.avcd patterns. 

f. Small piece of bronze with srpiarc hole, probably 
worn-out Chinese coin, 

g. Small thin bronze di-sk ; perhaps a coin, 
li. Fragment of jule-grecn stone. 


OBJECTS FROM OLD SITE 

L. 001. Small objects in bronze, 5,aid to have been found 
near Lachin-ata .Mazir (presented by Beg of GulaVhma). 

a. Piece of cast bronze, to underside of which is 
attached, by iron rivet, a fragment of leather. It is 
probably a piece of harness, 1 x 

b. Bronze split ring. Diam. J*. 

c. Piece of thin sheet bronze doubled in halves. -J' 

L. 00a. Terra-cotta fragments, found on eroded ground 
near iaehin-at.i Mazir. 

a. Fragment of rough terra-cotta vessel decorated with 
lightly scored lines and nebulae. 3' x aj*. 
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b. Fragment of rough Icrr.a-colla vessel decorated with 
nebular scorings, a' X 1 J*. 

c. Fragment of neck and shoulder of coarse terra-cott.a 
vessel, with scar showing .attachment of handle. Round 
junction of neck with shoulder two parallel raised mould- 
ings. On neck, .as ornament, a few obliiiuc dotted lines. 
Height 3 j'. width aj*. 

L. 003. Chlncao nc.il In bronze, octagonal, said to have 
been found at old site near Eichin-ata; bought at 
Gulakhm.a. Vh. shows in cameo one of the hundred 
forms of the character = ‘longevity’ (Dr. Bushell). 
/v’fi’. plain, with shank. Diam. tj’;;'. Sec PL L. 


Section IV.— THE TOGA-DONG MOUNDS AND THE KERIYA-KHOTAN 

ROUTE 

Gulakhma, which counts over nine hundred Iiomesteads in its several villages, and in its 
central part near the Keriya-Khotan route bears the look of a thriving small market town, 
might have tempted me to give to my caravan the rest which it badly needed. But time would 
not permit of more than a day’s halt, which I myself used for the c.xamination of some ancient 
mounds I had heard of as recently opened by people of Chira. Etiiiuette demanded that 
I should visit them under the guidance of the Beg of the kilter oasis. So on March 29 I rode 
to Sarigh, the easternmost village of China, where the Beg’s party joined me, and thence was 
taken again south-eastwards into the scrub-covered ivastc which stretches south of the high road 
connecting the two oases. After about three miles the sandy soil changed to gravel, and three 
miles beyond, at a point about equidistant from Gulakhma and Chira, we arrived at the mounds 
of Tiiga-dong (‘the Camel Hillocks’). 

There, not far from the edge of the pebble ‘ Sal,’ I found some seventeen roughly circular 
mounds scattered at irregular intervals, varying from 10 to 60 yards, in tlie general direction 
■ from north to south. The largest measured about 79 ft. in diameter, with a height of 1 1 ft., 
while the smallest was about 30 ft. across, rising to 5 ft. above the ground-level. They had all 
been dug into from the top in the centre, and cuttings had often been made from their sides ; 
but this work of destruction had evidently been carried on at different periods, as indicated by 
the varying states of decay of the interior rhaterials thus e.xposed. There were indications of 
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some smaller mounds having been completely levelled in the course of these operations. No 
recent excavations were acknowledged, except in the case of one of the northernmost mounds, 
about 48 ft. in diameter and 12 ft, high, which was said to have been opened by Chira cultivators 
some two months earlier. The exposed portions of the mounds showed everywhere thin layers 
of small pieces of Toghrak wood, bark, and thorny scrub, mixed up with the coarse sand and 
gravel of the surrounding ground. Nowhere could I find in the cuttings remains of walls or 
traces of any other regular construction. The pieces of wood were far too small to have served 
for building purposes. Much of it appeared charred, and on digging down to the ground in 
the second tumulus from the south I came on a layer of wood 6 in. thick which was practically 
reduced to the condition of charcoal. The ground below this layer consisted of a hard clayey 
soil which generally seems to underlie here the gravel and pebbles of the ‘ Sai.’ 

The villagers, perhaps by order of the Beg, who probably was anxious to avoid possible 
inquiries by the Amban as to finds made, &c., denied all knowledge as to the contents or purpose 
of the mounds. But when I had picked up two human thigh bones, about 1 7 in. long, near the 
recently opened mound on the north, they seemed inclined to admit that human remains had been 
found also elsetvhere. Subsequent inquiries at Gulakhma in fact showed that two skeletons 
at least had been found in the course of the latest diggings, but the bones had been gathered 
again and buried somewhere from superstitious fear. From the loose gravel of tlie same mound 
where the two above-mentioned bones lay, some ragged fabrics of cotton were picked up by 
me ; of these the pieces illustrated in PI. LXXVI (see also list below) are specimens. One 
of them is a coarse cotton stuff resembling in colour mummy cloth, the other of finer make 
shows buff colour with a small diaper pattern. 

I was unable to form any definite opinion as to the original character of these tumuli. 
But much points to their having been raised as burial mounds, perhaps over partially burned 
bodies. That they had contained other deposits, too, possibly some of value, appears probable 
enough, as otherwise the villagers would scarcely have continued so long the laborious task of 
digging up every mound. But any finds of intrinsic value were stoutly denied by those directly 
concerned, including the Beg, no doubt for the reason already indicated, while the gossips of 
Gulakhma could tell my men only the usual wild stories about ingots of silver, &c., which were 
supposed to have been found there. As to the age of the mounds, all that can be safely 
asserted is that the ground near by must at the time of their construction have already borne 
the character it has now, there being in particular no indication of fertile soil having been 
removed by deflation. The good preservation of the wood and scrub, which seemed to have 
been inserted for the sake of giving greater consistency to the mounds, did not suggest Very 
high antiquity. 

On March 30 I sent on the main part of my camp under the Surveyor to reach Kliotan 
by easy stages, while I myself, with the minimum of impedimenta, hurried back to Iveriya to 
bid farewell personally to its kindly Amban. My rapid marches were made pleasant by noticing 
on all sides exuberant signs of spring, which had come over the land with surprising rapidity. 
On April i I exchanged long visits with Huang-Daloi, and assured him of my due sense of 
gratitude for his never-failing help, which alone had rendered the extent and success of the 
last months’ explorations possible. I also impressed him with my appreciation of the excellent 
services which Ibrahim, our energetic Darogha, had rendered, and secured for the hitter a public 
commendation by the Amban and the promise of appropriate promotion. 

I had previously asked my acquaintances among the Begs and Mullahs of kcriya to look 
out during my absence in the desert for any antiques that might happen to be brought into 
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the Bazars by 'treasure-seekers’. But only three small objects of uncertain origin had been 
secured (see below Ker. 001-003). Among them was the small int.nglio, Ker. 003 (Plate XLIX), 
showing the hgurcs of a man and a running deer, and the bronze finial, Ker. 001 (see Plate LI), 
which Tn its decorative motif so closely resembles the styles used in Indian sftnmidans of the 
present day as to suggest doubts as to its antiquity. The scarcity of these acquisitions seemed 
to me an indication that the Tatis, which I had heard reported at Kara-khan, to the north- 
west of Keriya town, and at Tokhtal, near the western edge of the oasis, anil to the south of 
the Khotan road, could not be of great e.\tent or importance. For visits to them I was unable 
to spare time. 

Keriya town itself is not believed by the people to be a place of great age, and has 
probably acquired importance only since it was made the head quarters of the separate district 
of Keriya, newly created after Yaqflb Beg’s rebellion, and now oflicially styled YU-t'icn. The 
oasis itself is, no doubt, of ancient date; but there is nothing to indicate that it was in 
old times larger or more important than the string of o.ascs which still e.vtcnd in an almost 
unbroken line from Chira to Kara-kir, and arc linked with Keriya by ground that, as the 
subsequent observations will show, is for a large part capable of cultivation. I am unable to 
trace any distinct reference to Keriya in the early Chinese te.vts accessible to me in translations. 

The territory of Y’il-mi which is mentioned by die Cli'icn Han shu among the small 

states to the e.Tst of Khotan, and subseijuently referred to under the sliglitly different and probably 
more correct form of Han-mi in the Wei lio and ’I 'ang Annals, has indeed been identified 

by a modern Chinese writer with Keriya I But the topographical indications furnished by 
the historical texts make it appear far more probable that this territory comprised the whole 
of the oases between Chfra and Keriya, thus corresponding roughly to Marco Polo's ' Province 
of Pein’, and die tract of which Hslian-tsang’s P'i-mo was the chief place. In tlic Han Annals’ 
notice then independent of Khotan, is described as being 390 li to the cast of tlie 

latter®. This, assuming that as elsewhere the measurement is taken from capital to capital, 
points to a location about Gulakhma-Domoko rather than near the town of Keriya. The 'fang 
Annals, which, as we have seen, enumerate Han-mi among the small territories annexed to 
Yii-t'ien®, place it to the cast of the river of C/iun-ic-li\ The latter itself, being placed 300 li 
east of YU-t*ien, can only be the river of Chira, the distance of which from Yotkan, about 60 
miles, exactly corresponds to the above measurement. We are not told by the notice of the 
T'ang Annals where in particular was the position of the town of Ta-tS-li, its chief place, 
also known as Chil-mi, or earlier as Ning-mi, But seeing what we have ascertained above as 
to the long-continued importance of the town which Sung Ylln called HajMno and HsUan-tsang 
P'i-mo^ the location of Ta-te-li at the same site seems distinctly more probable than at the 
modern Keriya. 

On April 2 I started back to Khotan by forced marches. The first, which brought me to 
Kara-kir, gave me ample opportunity to observe the abundance of spring water which feeds the 
numerous marshes skirted by the road between the western edge of the Keriya oasis and the 
Kara-kir stream, and which further on runs to waste in the Shivul Darya and its terminal swamps. 
My companions from Keriya, among them the local official whom the attentive Amban had 
deputed to escort me, declared that the springs were perennial, and believed that with the 
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* See above, p. 167, with note 8; Chavannes, Turct 
occid., p. 128, note I, also p, 311. See now also Chavannes, 
Let pays i Occident iapris le Wei lio in Toung-pao, Scr. ii. 
vol. v 5 . p. 538, note i. 


’ See Wylie, in J, Anthrop. Inst., s. p. 29. 
’ See above, pp. 16'j, 172. 

* See Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp, 127 sq. 
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some smaller mounds having been completely levelled in the course of these operations. No 
recent excavations were acknowledged, except in the case of one of the northernmost mounds 
about 48 ft in diameter and 12 ft high, which w^as said to have been opened by dura cultivators 
some two months earlier. The exposed portions of the mounds showed everyAvhere thin layers 
of small pieces of Toghrak wood, bark, and thorny scrub, mixed up with the coarse sand and 
gravel of the surrounding ground. Nowhere could I find in the cuttings remains of walls or 
traces of any other regular construction. The pieces of wood were far too small to have seived 
for building purposes. Much of it appeared charred, and on digging down to the ground in 
the second tumulus from the south I came on a layer of wood 6 in. thick which was practically 
reduced to the condition of charcoal. The ground below this layer consisted of a hard clayey 
soil tvhich generally seems to underlie here the gravel and pebbles of the ‘ Sai.’ 

The villagers, perhaps by order of the Beg, who probably was anxious to avoid possible 
Inquiries by the Amban as to finds made, &c., denied all knowledge as to the contents or purpose 
of the mounds. But when I had picked up two human thigh bones, about 1 7 in. long, near the 
recently opened mound on the north, they seemed inclined to admit that human remains had been 
found also elsewhere. Subsequent inquiries at Gulakhma in fact showed that two skeletons 
at least had been found in the course of the latest diggings, but the bones had been gathered 
again and buried somewhere from superstitious fear. From the loose gravel of the same mound 
where the two above-mentioned bones lay, some ragged fabrics of cotton were picked up by 
me ; of these the pieces illustrated in PI. LXXVI (see also list below) are specimens. One 
of diem is a coarse cotton stuff resembling in colour mummy clodi, the other of finer make 
shows buff colour with a small diaper pattern. 

I was unable to form any definite opinion as to the original character of these tumuli. 
But much points to their having been raised as burial mounds, perhaps over partially burned 
bodies. That they had contained other deposits, too, possibly some of value, appears probable 
enough, as othenvise the villagers would scarcely have continued so long the laborious task of 
digging up every mound. But any finds of intrinsic value were stoutly denied by those directly 
concerned, including the Beg, no doubt for the reason already indicated, while the gossips of 
Gulakhma could tell my men only the usual wild stories about ingots of silver, <S:c., which were 
supposed to have been found there. As to the age of the mounds, all that can be safely 
asserted is that the ground near by must at the time of their construction have already borne 
tire character it has now, there being in particular no indication of fertile soil having been 
removed by deflation. The good preservation of the wood and scrub, which seemed to have 
been inserted for the sake of giving greater consistency to the mounds, did not suggest very 
high antiquity. 

On March 30 I sent on the main part of my camp under the Sur\’eyor to reach^ Kliotan 
by easy stages, while I myself, with — the minimum of impedimenta, hurried back to herija to 
bid farewell personally to its kindly Amban. My rapid marches were made pleasant bv noticing 
on all sides e.vuberant signs of spring, which had come over tlie land with surprising rapidity.^ 
On April I I exchanged long visits with Huang-Daloi, and assured him of my one sense oi 
oratitude for his never-failing help, which alone had rendered the extent and success of the 
last months’ explorations possible. I also impressed him vvith my appreciation of tiic excellenr 
services which Ibrahim, our energetic Darugha, had rendered, and secured for the latter a public 
commendation by the .‘\mban and the promise of appropriate promotion. 

I had previously asked my acquaintances among the Begs and Mul.ahs of Kenya to 00 ^. 
out during my absence in the desert for any antiques that might happen to be Drought into 
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the Bazars by ‘treasure-seekers’. But only three small objects of uncertain origin had been 
secured (see below Ker. 001-003). Among them was the small intaglio, Ker. 003 (Plate XLIX), 
showing the figures of a man and a running deer, and the bronze finial, Ker. 001 (see Plate LI), 
which in its decorative motif so closely resembles the styles used in Indian surmadans of the 
present day as to suggest doubts as to its antiquity. The scarcity of these acquisitions seemed 
to me an indication that the Tatis, which I had heard reported at Kara-khan, to the north- 
west of Keriya town, and at Tokhtal, near the western edge of the oasis, and to the south of 
the Khotan road, could not be of great extent or importance. For visits to them I was unable 
to spare time. 

Keriya town itself is not believed by the people to be a place of great age, and has Age of . 
probably acquired importance only since it was made the head quarters of the separate district 
of Keriya, newly created after Yaqub Beg’s rebellion, and now officially styled Yu-t‘ien. The 
oasis itself is, no doubt, of ancient date; but there is nothing to indicate that it was in 
old times larger or more important than the string of oases which still extend in an almost 
unbroken line from Chira to Kara-kir, and are linked with Keriya by ground that, as the 
subsequent observations will show, is for a large part capable of cultivation. I am unable to 
trace any distinct reference to Keriya in the early Chinese texts accessible to me in translations. 

The territory of Yii-mi which is mentioned by the Ch'ien Han shu among the small Ancient 

states to the east of Khotan, and subsequently referred to under the slightly different and probably ° 

more correct form of Han-mi iu the Wei Ho and T*ang Annals, has indeed been identified {Ban-mf). 

by a modern Chinese writer with Keriya k But the topographical indications furnished by 
the historical texts make it appear far more probable that this territory comprised the whole 
of the oases between Chira and Keriya, thus corresponding roughly to Marco Polo’s ‘ Province 
of Pein’, and the tract of which Hsiian-tsang’s P'i-mo was the chief place. In the Han Annals’ 
notice Yii-mi, then independent of Khotan, is described as being 390 li to the east of the 
latter k This, assuming that as elsewhere the measurement is taken from capital to capital, 
points to a location about Gulakhma-Domoko rather than near the town of Keriya. The T'ang 
Annals, which, as we have seen, enumerate Han- 7 }ti among the small territories annexed to 
Yii-t'ienk place it to the east of the river of Chien-te-li'^. The latter itself, being placed 300 li 
east of Yu-t'ien, can only be the river of Chira, the distance of which from Yotkan, about 60 
miles, exactly corresponds to the above measurement. We are not told by the notice of the 
T'ang Annals where in particular was the position of the town of Ta-tS-li, its chief place, 
also known as C/iii-mi, or earlier as Ning- 7 )ii. But seeing what we have ascertained above as 
to the long-continued importance of the town which Sung Yun called Han- 7 }io and Hsuan-tsang 
P'i-mo, the location of Ta-t^-li at the same site seems distinctly more probable than at the 
modern Keriya. 

On April 2 I started back to Khotan by forced marches. The first, which brought me to Return 
Kara-kir, gave me ample opportunity to observe the abundance of spring water which feeds the Journey to 
numerous marshes skirted by the road between the western edge of the Keriya oasis and the 
Kara-kir stream, and which further on runs to waste in the Shivul Darya and its terminal swamps. 

My companions from Keriya, among them the local official whom the attentive Amban had 
deputed to escort me, declared that the springs were perennial, and believed that with the 

• See above, p. 167, with note 8; Chavannes, Turcs ’ See Wylie, in J. Anthrop. Inst., x. p. 29. 

occsd,, p. 128, note i, also p. 31 1. See now also Chavannes, ’ See above, pp. 167, 172. 

Les pays d" accident daprh U Wei lio in Toung-pao, Ser. it. * See Chavannes, Turcs occid., pp. 127 sq. 

vol. vi. p. 538, note i. 
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necessary administrative pressure a good deal of new land could be brought under cultivation 
besides the small oases of Laisu and Achma recently formed some miles north of the road. 

At Kara-kir Langar a new but wholly deserted roadside Bazar forcibly drew my attention 
to a curious illustration of the changes affecting cultivation in this tract. About ten years 
previously, I was told, abundant springs had unexpectedly appeared in the sandy jungle some 
miles to the south, fed, no doubt, by the Nura and other hill streams which higher up dis- 
appear for the greatest part of the year in the pebble Sai. Before there had been at the spot 
only a small trickling spring. The water supplied by the new springs was so ample that land 
sufficient for 700 to 800 households has since been brought under cultivation in what was 
formerly desert ground two to three miles north of Kara-kir Langar. The settlement which 
has sprung up there, and which for the first five years paid no revenue, had now sufficiently 
developed to have a Beg of its own, while the wayfarers' custom has been completely trans- 
ferred to the new main village of Achma. Though the time of ak-sjc, or flood-water, was still 
distant, the Kara-kir Darya was now a lively stream about 15 yards broad, with a depth of 
about 2 ft. 

My second day’s ride brought me over already familiar ground to Chira, a large and 
flourishing oasis counting about 3,500 households. The fact that the oases of Gulakhma and 

Domoko, counting about 2,000 homesteads between them, have now separate Begs, whereas 

before the Muhammadan rising they are known to have been under the Beg of Chira, was 

mentioned to me as an indication of their growth since the material prosperity of the country 

had been raised by improved administration. In the oasis of Chira, otherwise wholly dependent 
on the water brought down by the glacier-fed river which comes from Hasha, much new land 
was said to have been taken up northward since the recent supply of spring water. This had 
been secured by the construction, some fifteen years before my visit, of the canal crossed on 
the road from Gulakhma, and shown on the map®. The dreary desert plain of sand and 
pebbles over which the march of April 5 lay was a striking contrast to the well-cultivated fields 
and the blossoming orchards of Chira. The great depth of the wells dug at the desolate little 
rest-houses by the route showed that the greatest portion of the ground crossed could never 
have seen cultivation. All day a strong dust storm was blowing from the west, and the thick 
haze enveloping us made me ffiankful for the guidance afforded by the rows of poles marking 
the road. After thus covering forty odd miles I was glad when, by nightfall, I. had regained 
once more the edge of the Khotan oasis at the large village of Lop. 


FABRICS FROM TUGA-DONG MOUNDS. 


T. D. I. Cotton cloth, harsh, in colour like mummy cloth; 
plain, g'xe'. See PI. LXXVI. 


' It is somewhere to the north or north-west of Chira 
that we should have to look for the ‘ desert marsh ’ where 
Hsiian-tsang, before arriving at P'i-mo, had been shown 
a large stretch of red-coloured soil, in which the legend 
reproduced above recognized an ancient battle-field. I had 
no time to search for it in the direction indicated, and it is, 
of course, not along the present Khotan road but through 
the sandy jungle- 12 to 16 miles north of it that the old route 


T. D. 3. Cotton cloth, woven in small diaper pattern. 
One edge oversewn. Dirty-buff colour. 1 8' x 6". See 

PI. LXXVI. 

must be supposed to have led. It is curious that on my 
return journey from Khotan I noticed a large patch of 
red clayey soil, corresponding exactly to Hsiian-tsang’s 
description just referred to, a quarter of a mile to the west of 
Kum-rabat-PadshahIm, where the legend heard by the pilgrim, 
and surviving to the present day, also located a battle-field. 
There, however, this feature of the ground is not recorded 
by the pious traveller. 
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OBJECTS PURCHASED AT KERIYA. 


Ker. 001. Bronze finial. On summit of ornamental 
square shaft, a peacock; with erect crest flattened from 
before. There is a stump to which probably the spread 
tail was attached, but the tail is missing. Below the 
shaft is a round tang, flattened at its lower extremity. 
The same design of peacock made now by Koftgars of 
Kotli Loharan, Punjab. It is a motif frequently used for 
surmadans, and this piece looks very like end of style 
in surmadan. See PI. LI. 

Ker. 002. Rough terra-cotta vessel, cone-shaped, flat 
at bottom, broad end uppermost. There seems to have 


been a permanent cover, but it is much broken. In one 
side of remaining portion of cover is a small hole about 
in diameter and traces of two others in broken cover. 
The vessel might have been a lamp {chirdgh) and the 
holes made to take the wick. Height i|"; diam. at top 
2-|*; diam. at base if". 

Ker. 003. Stone seal; wide elliptical, broken at lower 
side. In intaglio, a running deer to L., with horns like 
those of the chamois. On further side of deer a man, 
standing to L., perhaps carrying deer. On his head a cap 
with heavy brim, or thick hair. -3^" x 2" See PI. XLIX. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

TPIE RUINS OF AK-SIPIL AND RAWAK 

Section I.— HANGUYA TATI AND THE SITE OF TAM-OGHIL 

From Lop, where I had camped, I was able to proceed at once, on April 5, to the eastern- 
most of the ancient sites which still remained to be examined in the vicinity of the Khotan 
oasis. It was the Tati of Hanguya, from which a number of coins had been brought to me in 
November, and with which Turdi, from the vicinity of his own village, was, of course, 
thoroughly familiar. Before setting out for it, and subsequently on my way through the culti- 
vated parts of the Hanguya tract, I had opportunities for interesting glimpses of the flourishing 
state enjoyed by this canton, and also by the canton of Sampula or Lop adjoining southwards. 
Both are administratively included in the district of Keriya, of which they form probably the 
fiscally most valuable portion. The Beg in charge of it, whose spacious, well-built house, with 
its pretty garden and orchard, vividly recalled to my mind the ruins of similarly substantial 
residences explored at the Niya Site, estimated the number of households within both tracts 
at about 9,000. This number, though nearly double that subsequently communicated to me as 
the present conventional reckoning did not strike me as extravagant in view of the extent and 
busy life of Lop Bazar and the thriving look of the Hanguya villages. Those of Sampula owe 
their population largely to the flourishing carpet industry which is centred here, and to the 
early importance of which I have already had occasion to allude 

Immediately to the north of Lop Bazar stretches a small belt of salty soil, which is liable 
to be flooded by subsoil water. But Immediately beyond richly-cultivated ground is entered, 
through which the road led for nearly five miles to the central market-place of Hanguya, 
Water for irrigation was said to be plentiful here, being brought by canals both from the 
Yurung-kash and from springs which appear to the south-west of Lop. Accordingly I was not 
surprised to find a great deal of ground recently brought under cultivation, i. e. recovered north 
of Hanguya Bazar. After riding about three miles north-north-west from the latter place I came 
to lucerne fields fringed by low dunes, which are slowly but steadily being levelled by irrigation 
cuts. Half a mile beyond we entered the desert amidst dunes 5 to 10 ft. high, , covered at 
first with thorny scrub, and further on completely bare. 

Following, under Turdi’s guidance, a well-marked track which is used by people bringing 
wood from the jungles along the Yurung-kash course, we arrived, after a march of about three 
miles from the edge of cultivation, at eroded ground covered with red pottery of great hardness. 

It was the commencement of a typical ‘Tati’, just as Turdi’s report had led me to expect, 
and which according to his statement extended far away to the north-west right across to the 
vicinity of Ak-sipil. That the debris-covered area here was large seemed very probable, but 
the prevailing dust-haze prevented even an approximate estimate. 

' See above, p. 132 note. ° Comp, above, p. 134. 
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Not far from the southern edge of this area rose the mass of ruined masonry known as Ruin of 
Arka-kuduk-Tivt (‘the Mound of the Back Well’, from a well in this vicinity sunk by wood- 
cutters), and shown in Fig. 54, of which Turdi had spoken as, the only structural ruin of the ’ * 

site. It proved to be the remains of a Stupa, but so thoroughly destroyed by erosion, and 
probably also by diggings for ‘ treasure ', that no approximate idea could be formed of its 
original shape or dimensions. The extant block of masonry stands 16 ft. high, and measures 
at its base about 20 ft. from east to west, and 8 ft. from north to south. Great masses of 
brickwork must have fallen, as the slopes of the conical mound on which the ruin now rises 
are thickly covered with brick ddbris. The masonry of the ruin consists mostly of sun-dried 
bricks measuring 19 by 13 in., and 4 in. thick, but smaller bricks, only in. thick, and appa- 
rently about 13 in. square, could also be distinguished in places. Beneath the lowest course of 
bricks there was what looked like a foundation or base of hard clayey loess, about 3I ft. high, 
resting on the original ground-level. The latter (marked in Fig. 54 by the feet of the upper 
standing figure), owing to the great erosion that has taken place around the mound, now rises 
fully 20 ft. above the lowest point immediately to the south of the Stupa (see the second figure 
in the photograph). But at a distance of 30 to 40 yards to the south the loess banks rise 
again in terraces, and the highest of these seemed only 4 to 5 ft. below the ground-level as 
marked by the foot of the ruin. All the hard loess soil left bare by the sand is covered with 
pottery fragments. The drift-sand near the Stupa formed in most places ripple-like dunes, only 
2 to 3 ft. high. 

Just below the Stupa the men brought with me from Hanguya picked up a Chinese coin Antiques 
without a legend and a small broken ring in bronze, H. i (see Plate LI). From a Hanguya 
villager, whom Turdi knew and had summoned to the site as a confrere, I purchased the small Tati, 
collection of objects in metal, glass, and stone described under H. 001 in the list at the end of 
this section. Among these, all said to have been found at the site, the massive bronze ring, 

H. 001. h (see Plate XLIX), with a countersunk device showing a running deer, may be specially 
mentioned as of evident antiquity. Already in November a set of old coins with a few small 
antiques had been sold to me at Khotan as coming from the Hanguya Tati. The coins, of 
which a synopsis will be found in Appendix D, comprise over twenty Sino-Kharosthi pieces, 
among them one apparently of a unique type. If they were really found here they would prove 
great antiquity for the site, but the statement as to their origin could, as in most of such cases, 
not be depended upon with certainty. One of the antiques acquired with them is a small 
intaglio, H. 002 (see Plate XLIX), similar to those probably coming from Yotkan. The Tati 
by its size clearly proves a considerable extension of the ancient cultivated area northward, but 
there was nothing to indicate, even approximately, when it ceased to be occupied. Seeing how 
steadily the irrigated area of Hanguya is now again being pushed northward, it is quite possible 
to suppose that part of the Tati might again be turned into fertile village land. The name 
Hanguya could claim considerable antiquity if its identity with the Hang-gzt-jo of the Tibetan 
legend discussed in a previous chapter were to be established ^ 

I left the site in a mild but sufficiently disagreeable dust storm, and after returning to the March to 
northern edge of the Hanguya lands rode south-westwards to rejoin my camp at Yurung-kash. 

For nearly three miles the road led everywhere through young cultivation. The avenues of 
poplars, willows, and Jigda trees, planted only ten to fifteen years ago, and small enclaves of 
sandy ground left amidst the fields showed that this area had been recovered from the desert 


’ See above, p. i6i. 
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within recent times. West of the Hanguya tract we had to cross a broad belt of sand known 
as Arkalik, which represents an inroad of the desert southwards. There were no regular dunes, 
and traces of canals and plentiful ddbris of modern-looking pottery showed that this waste had 
passed out of cultivation at no very distant period. Isolated plots of new fields in the direction 
of Yurung-kash furnished welcome proof that here, too, efforts at reconquest had started. At 
the Hanguya-Ustang we crossed the boundary line dividing the districts of Khotan and Keriya, 
and riding on towards the town of Yurung-kash I soon observed the manifest signs of old and 
unbroken cultivation in the high level of the fields above the roads and in the large size of the 
trees lining the latter. 

On April 6 I halted in Yurung-kash, where fresh supplies and labourers had to be secured 
and many repairs to be effected in our equipment. Increasing heat by day and recurring dust- 
storms warned me that the season was close at hand when work in the desert would become 
impossible. Instead of taking the rest we all by this time felt much in need of, I hastened 
to set out for the ancient sites which still remained to be explored in the desert north-east of 
Khotan. So after discharging Ibrahim Akhun, the worthy Darogha of the Keriya Ya-men, with 
a liberal and amply earned reward in glittering gold roubles, I set the caravan in march again 
on the morning of April 7. 

The ruined site known to treasure-seekers as Ak-sipil (‘ the White Wall '), and situated 
among high sand-dunes at a distance of about fifteen miles from the right bank of the 
Yurung-k^h opposite Khotan, was my first objective. On the march, however, and close to 
the edge of the cultivated area, I took occasion to examine the interesting small site generally 
known as Tam-Oghil, from an adjoining hamlet, where ancient ‘ culture-strata yielding some 
leaf-gold, besides old coins, terra-cottas, &c., are worked under conditions exactly similar to those 
described at Ybtkan, but on a far more limited scale. Turning to the east of an isolated and 
conspicuous sandhill which bears the tomb of Sultan Hasan Basrl, some two miles in a direct 
line to the north-east of Yurung-kash, I was taken to the loess banks which form the scene of 
these excavations. They rise steeply above the level of the fields of lucerne adjoining them 
on the north, and extend in an irregular line for about 230 yards from west to east. 

Just as at Yotkan they were said to have been formed solely by the soil having been 
gradually cut off for the sake of washing the gold-containing layer below. This proved to be 
from 3 to 6 ft. in thickness at different points, while the stratum of fertile earth overlying it 
varied in height from 10 to 18 ft. The' riverine loess soil of which this top layer manifestly 
consists showed here and there distinct traces of stratification. Considering the short distance, 
less than three miles, which separates this site from the present right bank of the Yurung-kash, 
and the existence in its vicinity of an older bed marked by the jade pits of Kumat it appeared 
to me possible that these slight layers, i to if in. thick, might be due to exceptional floods 
from the river. 

From the local cultivators I ascertained that the excavations, the site of which they called 
Mazar-oili-Sai (‘ the sai of the Mazar lands ’), had been started some twenty years before my 
visit when the formation of a small ‘Yar’— just as at Yotkan— had revealed the presence of 
gold in the culture-stratum below the loess soil. The cutting of the banks was said to have 
beo-un at a distance of about 150 yards to the north of the present face of the banks, and to 
have been gradually carried further and further into the rising ground south. The work has 
been carried on practically only by Tam-oghil villagers, as water for ‘washing the soil is- 


‘ See for this locality Hedin, Riisen in Z.-A., p. 28. 
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available for not more than months in each year and in limited quantity. Apart from the 
direct profit yielded by the washing of the soil, they also gain additional ground easily capable 
of irrigation from the existing canals. At the same time the fertile humus of the culture-stratum 
is used by the villagers as a kind of manure to improve gravelly fields lying further north®. 

It is probable that these subsidiary profits are here a special inducement for the work; for Leaf-gold 
die amount of leaf-gold washed out of the paying seam was declared to be less than at Yotkan, ^vashTdfrom 
and the secondary products of antiques and occasional small finds of value are also, judging from culture- 
general report, proportionately far rarer. However this may be, I succeeded, in spite of diligent 
inquiries both at the site and previously at Yurung-kash, in obtaining only a few specimens of 
antiques. The single coin obtained from a Tam-dghil villager was a small Chinese copper 
piece without legend, while among the other four purchased at Yurung-kash two are copper 
coins of the Yuan-ffing period (1078-85 a. D.). The latter would prove that this site, like 
Yotkan, was occupied for at least a century after the Muhammadan conquest. The only other 
antiques secured are two small terra-cotta grotesques, T. 001. a, b, representing monkeys, and 
corresponding in type and execution exactly to the similar figurines from Yotkan. Of the 
character of the settlement which once occupied the site marked by this layer of ancient rubbish 
accumulations, and of its extent southwards, nothing definite can be asserted. 


OBJECTS FOUND AT, OR SAID TO COME FROM, HANGUYA TATI. 


H. I. Small bronze finger ring, broken, found near 
Stupa ruin of Hanguya. Diam. about I*. See PI. LI. 

H 001. Small objects in metal, glass, &c., purchased 
from treasure-seeker, Hanguya Tati: — 

a. Bronze needle or style drilled at thick end, 2^' x I* 
, (nearly). See PI. LI. 

b. Square bronze jewel, containing square tablet of 
yellow agate. On reverse are two small holes probably 
for attachment of loop of some kind. See PI. LI. 

c. Cast bronze stud. Six-lobed flower, with raised 
centre. A point is attached to the back, evidently to serve 
as a rivet or nail. Diam. length f". See PI. LI. 

d. Soapstone ring. Diam. See PI. LII. 

e. Rich opaque blue glass bead, Amalaka-shaped, 

See PI. LI. 

f. Yellow glass pipe-like bead. Length f", thickness 


g. Fragment of cut octagonal pebble bead. Objects 

h. Massive bronze seal ring; countersunk device: a 
deer running to R. regardant. Trees indicated to R. and 

at back. Broken. Moulded surface -I" x A", elliptical. ^ *’ 
See PI. XLIX. 

1. Bronze seal ring ; broken. Device on elliptical sur- 
face, a few crudely incised lines. See PI. XLIX. 

H. 002. Circular seal, in nicolo, bearing, in intaglio, male 
head to R., wearing moustache and hair rolled. Said to 
have been found at Hanguya Tati. Diam. A". See 
PI. XLIX. 

H. 003. Fragment of bronze relief. A warrior wearing 
tunic of mail ; arms bare to elbows ; in R. hand a spear, 
in L. what appears to be a small bag, held at the waist 
(cf. the mail-clad figure of D. ii shown in PI. II). Head 
and legs missing, if" X X Said to have been 
found at Hanguya Tati. See PI. LI. 


OBJECTS FROM TAM-OGHIL. 


T. oor. a. Grotesque terra-cotta monkey. Owl-like 
type. Hairless excepting long pigtail. Hands together 
at breast. Feet together and thrown well back, the whole 
body having strong forward curve. Umbilicus (?) very 
pronounced. Height 1^". 

‘ This use of the culture-stratum finds its exact parallel 
in the operations by which, at the present day, old mounds 
and sites, such as Akra, all along the Indian N. W. Frontier 


T. 001. b. Terra-cotta grotesque monkey's head. Objects 
naturalistic type. On top of head a kind of inverted from 
saucer-like cap. Tam-Oghil. 


are steadily being dug down for the sake of the valuable 
manuring soil they furnish ; see my Archaeological Survey 
Report of the N.W. Frontier Province, 1905, pp. 7 sq., 56. 
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Section II.— THE REMAINS OF AK-SIPIL AND KIGHILLIK 

Resuming the march towards Ak-sipil in a north-easterly direction we reached the edge of 
the cultivated area within less than half a mile from the Tam-oghil excavations. A little 
beyond the- hard loess ground was covered with fragments of ancient pottery showing much 
effect of erosion, and similar ddbris was found in patches, at short intervals, for another five miles. 
As the ground was everywhere greatly eroded, it is impossible to say whether these remains 
belong to villages existing at the same time or to settlements established at different points 
during successive periods. Further on we encountered large dunes, which soon grew remark- 
ably steep and high, up to 6o ft. and perhaps more, the heavy coarse sand unmistakably 
indicating its origin from the silt deposits of the river. The uniform direction of individual 
dunes, from north-north-west to south-south-east, was here clearly marked, while the general 
bearing of the sandy range to which they belonged was, as shown in the large-scale inset-map 
of the Khotan oasis, slightly different. The depression between the large dunes disclosed patches 
of light sandy soil covered with scrub and Kumush, a plain indication of the nearness of subsoil 
water, which the shepherds of the Jiya tract who graze their flocks here were said to reach by 
digging wells only 4 to 5 ft. deep. 

After crossing this succession of dunes for close on four miles, the remains of Ak-sipil 
came in sight on ground clear of high sand, and showing in places marks of erosion. As we 
approached the ruined walls which have given the site its name I thought I could distinguish 
traces of little embankments dividing ancient fields, and of distributing ‘Ariks' along them. 
Close inspection of the patches of open ground in the immediate vicinity of the ruined walls 
confirmed this impression, and made me inclined to believe that the talk of Turdi and other 
guides I had brought from Yurung-kash as to the existence of an ancient ‘ Ostang’, visible for 
some distance along the track usually followed from Hanguya to Ak-sipil, might have foundation 
in fact. 

The remains of Ak-sipil had been visited in 1891 and 1892 by MM. Dutreuil de Rhins 
and Grenard, and the account published from the notes of the' former^ proved to be as accurate 
in topographical details and general description as might be expected from so painstaking a 
traveller. The same can scarcely be said of the data which have been reproduced from the 
narrative of Mr. Hdgberg, a Swedish missionary at Kashgar, who paid a rapid visit to the site 
in 1897, apparently to look for one of Islam Akhun’s alleged find-spots of ‘ancient books 
An exact archaeological survey of the ruined site still remained to be effected, and to this 
1 devoted one of the two days (April 8-9) during which I camped at Ak-sipil. 

The most conspicuous remains are ruined portions of the rampart and parapet of an ancient 
fort. They rise, among low dunes, 8 to 15 ft. above the original ground-level, and could be 
recognized at first sight as having belonged to a circumvallation either annular or oval. Fig. 57 
shows the best-preserved part of them as seen from the outside, while from Fig. 58 some idea 
may be formed as to the appearance of almost tlte whole of them when viewed from some 
distance inside. Owing to the inadequate cover of sand, by far the greatest part of this circum- 
vallation has completely disappeared through erosion, which has advanced particularly far in 
the southern portion of the area once covered by the fort. The e.\act survey made by me, 

> See J/tsswt D. de Rhins, iii. pp. 140 sq. some diagrams to be referred to in notes below. 

• See Hoernle, Report 0/ C.-A. ant., i. pp. siv. sq., with 



I'OKTION OI'- NORTH SIN IMF. NT OF RbTNKiJ RAMPART, AK-SIPII.. 

si:i:n from (.r.'tside. 
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reproduced in the plan of Plate XXXIX, shows that the extant ruins form the northernmost 
segment, measuring about 360 ft. at its arc, of a circular rampart which must have originally 
enclosed an area a little over 800 ft. in diameter®. Here, as at Endere, the lower portion of 
the circumvallation consisted of a rampart of hard stamped loess, such as is still used in Chinese 
fortifications throughout Eastern Turkestan, and popularly known as khitailik sig/iiz, ‘Chinese 
earth-bank This rampart measured approximately 50 ft. at its base, and rose about i r ft. 
above the original surface of the ground outside, which was still clearly distinguishable in places 
free of sand and uneroded. 

The rampart was surmounted by a parapet built of sun-dried bricks, and resting on a Parapet of 
supporting platform of the same construction about 2 ft. high. The thickness of the parapet 
tras 8 ft. at its foot, while the platform below projected beyond it 3 ft, on the outside and 2 ft. 
on the inside. The parapet, more or less broken on the top, but otherwise in a fair state of 
preservation, nowhere rose higher than 7 ft. The large size of its sun-dried but relatively hard 
bricks, about 20 by 15 in., with a thickness of 4 in. on the average, as well as its solid con- 
struction, suggest considerable antiquity. The parapet, where intact to a corresponding height, 
showed loopholes arranged in two uniform levels, one 16 in., the other 5 ft. above the base, 
but at irregular intervals varying from 5 to lo ft. The loopholes were about 3 in. square in 
the lower row, and about 6 in. wide, with a height of 8 in. in the upper one. Only the upper 
row is likely to have been used for shooting arrows. The top of the rampart on the inside 
formed a banquette about 4 ft. broad, running along the base of the parapet, and evidently 
serving as a means of communication for the defenders. At two points of the extant wall- 
segment the parapet was strengthened by solid brick platforms, projecting about 3 ft. on either 
side of the base. These probably once bore constructions corresponding to watch-towers. 

Near die western one {b in plan) the remains of a flight of stairs leading to the top from the 
inside were visible. In the angle formed by this with the adjoining parapet eastwards the red 
colour of the bricks indicated a sheltered spot where a fire must once have been lit, perliaps 
by men on guard. 

The break visible in the parapet in Fig. 57 does not mark the position of a gate, as Area within 
Mr. Hogberg supposed; for the rampart shows no sign of a cutting. It was easy to see that circumval- 
the parapet had fallen here from some cause. Inside the wall the ground showed considerable 
erosion down to a depth of 8 ft., as seen in the plan and section. It was this eroded hollow 
which the same visitor took for the remains of a ditch, with the result that in his description 
the inside area of the fort figures as the outside \ To the north of the extant wall-segment 
the original surface of the ground was remarkably well-preserved, probably owing to the pro- 
tection afforded by drift-sand, which the prevailing northerly winds heaped up here against the 


® Owing to the ruined condition of the extant segment 
and its relatively small length, the position of the centre, as 
shown in the plan, could not be determined with absolute 
exactness. But the position of the isolated wall portion d 
in the reconstructed line of the circumvallation shows that 
the ascertained radius is sufficiently accurate for practical 
puq)oses. 

■* It is this confusion between inside and outside which 
explains, e. g., the curious observation ; ‘ Near the gate and 
on the further side of the ditch, the remains of two towers 
(Stfipas?) are visible, &c,' ; see Hoernie, Reporl on C.-A. ant., 
i. p. XV, In reality these ‘towers' were two of tlie several 


litt/e isolated loess banks or ‘ witnesses ' which rise above the 
eroded ground within the wall. One of them, marked 0 
in the plan and visible on the extreme right of the photo- 
graph in Fig. 58, was pointed out to me by Turdi (who had 
accompanied Mr. Hogberg and Mr. Biickliind on their visit), 
with a twinkle in his eyes, as a spot where ‘ the Saliibs ’ tried 
some digging for manuscripts, since Islam AkhQn had indi- 
cated Ak-sipil as one of the find-pIaccs of his [forged] 
‘old books.’ For a diagram of two similar natural loess banks 
which had been conjectured to have yielded some of Islam 
Akhun’s finds, see ibid. 


3 P 2 



m 


THE RUINS OF AK-SIPIL AND RAWAK 


[Chap.xrv 


JIarks on 
bricks. 


AiUiques 
said to come 
from Ak- 
.sipil. 


Remains of 
KighiUik. 


walls. Over the patches of ground which now lay again clear of sand the’ small rectangular 
embankments by which fields are divided at the present day for irrigation could be quite ci^rly 
made out The labourers with me correctly recognized them at once. Just as at the site of 
‘ old Domoko the ground formerly occupied by fields showed a relatively firm surface Within 
the area once enclosed by the circumvallation pottery ddbris was very scanty, perhaps, as 
M. Dutreuil de Rhins assumed, owing to the accumulation of drift-sand over the eroded ground. 
But outside at some distance from the line of walls it cropped up on numerous bare patches. 

With the exception of a single Chinese coin showing the characters wii-chu (see Plate 
LXXXIX, i6), which was picked up on the isolated wall portion westwards, no antiques wete 
found during my stay in the immediate vicinity of the ruins. But the latter themselves possibly 
furnish some indication of their age in the marks which appear on most of the loose-lying bricks, 
and which M. Dutreuil de Rhins duly noticed. Some of the bricks thus marked, more or less 
fragmentary, are seen in the photograph reproduced in Plate XVIII®. The marks consist of coarse 
straggling indentures about half an inch broad and a quarter of an inch deep. Several of them 
seemed to recall Kharosthi characters, especially ka and ga, while others showed a resemblance 
to the general type of that script. As bricklayers’ marks of this kind might have remained in 
use long after current writing in the script had ceased, it would scarcely be possible to draw 
a definite chronological conclusion from them, even if their Kharosthi derivation could be estab- 
lished with certainty. But the general impression I gained from the construction of the walls 
and from the sculptured remains of the neighbouring site of Kighillik, to be discussed presently, 
favoured the assumption of an early date. 

‘Ak-sipil’ serves as a popular designation for the whole of the debris areas stretching 
north of the Yurung-kash and Hanguya. Hence the evidence of the coins and antiques sold 
to me at Khotan as coming from ‘ Ak-sipil ’ would prove little or nothing for the age of this 
particular ruin, even if such statements could always be accepted with confidence. Among the 
thirteen old copper coins alleged to have been brought from Ak-sipil Appendi.x D shows one 
small Sino-KharosthI and one wu-cfm piece, four coins of the Ch'ien-yiian period (758-759 a. u.), 
two Sung coins of the eleventh century a.d., as well as three early Muhammadan coins, one 
of these (Plate XC, 42) with the name of Muhammad Arslan Khan. The range covered by 
these coins is thus similar to that in the case of Yotkan, but the local attribution is here 
quite uncertain. The other antiques comprise some terra-cotta grotesques (A. 001. a, b; A. 006. 
c), which closely resemble the Yotkan type, but show marks of erosion. There is among them 
also a number of seals in stone and bronze, undoubtedly ancient, but difficult at present to fix 
chronologically, as there are no legends, and the devices are not sufficiently pronounced in 
character (see A. 001. c ; A. 002. a; A. 004. a, b, c; A. 006. a, b, all in Plate L). Among them 
the stone seal (A. 006. a) is of interest ; it is engraved on two sides, showing a humped bull 

on the one and a fire-altar on the other. Yotkan, as well as the Nij'a Site, have furnished 

seals not unlike this series. 

My surmise that the high sands to the west and south-west of Ak-sipil might possibly 

hide more structural ruins was verified when, on April 8, Turdi guided me to the remains of 

what he had previously talked of as ‘ the But-khana ’ or temple of Ak-sipil. They were found 
to be situated at a distance of about miles to the south-west of the ruined fort, in a small 


‘ In ihc description of the site above quoted these old 
fields figure as ‘ thoroughfares and the places where the 
houses (in the interior of the dt}J had once been', with 


more observations of the same value. 

* For eye-copies of more, see Mission D, dt Rhins, iii. 
p. 141. 
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vall^Uke depression between two ridges of sand about 6o ft. high, and running approximately 
fitkn nordi-west to south-east The length of the Nullah between them was about 170 yards, 
and the average breadth of the flat sandy bottom about 80 ft From a huge heap of con- 
solidated dung and other refuse, referred to hereafter, the spot has received among the treasure- 
seeking fraternity the designation of KighilUk ‘the dunghill’. Close to the southern end of 
the Nullah I found a low mound, about 24 ft in diameter, of what looked like loess earth 
mixed' up with decomposed wood. It indicated the place of a structure, the original form and 
dimensions of which could no longer be made out The mound rose only 2 to 3 ft above the 
pottery-strewn ground near by; apart from the thin cover of drift-sand its material proved to 
consist mainly of decayed plaster such as was used in the walls of the ancient buildings described 
at Endere, but here quite soft, and often showing a reddish colour. The small pieces of 
charred wood which also turned up in it suggest fire as the cause of the latter. 

That this debris heap had already been searched through again and again by ‘treasure- f| 
seekers’ was well known to Turdi, and clearly proved by the complete confusion in which “jasterof 
i found mixed up drift-sand, decayed plaster, decomposed timber, arid small relief fragments in 
stucco. The latter, of which close on sixty pieces were recovered in the course of a carel 
search, were found both in the centre of the little mound and within some j^rds of it. T 
exceptional hardness of these small fragments, and the peculiar fissured and discoloured appearan 
of their surface, which in some cases bore clear marks of having been scorched, at once attract 
my attention. The assumption that these stucco pieces received their present appearance in 
fire that consumed the structure naturally suggested itself. It was confirmed when the clos 
examination made subsequently by Mr. Andrews showed that the stucco in every one of the 
fragments, as described under A. 01-057 in the list below, was either vitrified or burnt. B 
whether this accidental burning would also account for their exceptional hardness was a questic 
that long remained doubtful, as well as the determination of the materials in which the relit 
had been worked. I . r 

These questions have now been definitely settled by the result of the valuable chemical Efe on relief 
analysis to which Professor A. H. Church, F.R.S., has subjected specimens of these reliefs. As ®jsnients. 
iiis Appendix {JF) shows, the material was essentially ‘ plaster of Paris ', as also in the Dandan- *1 
Uiliq stucco reliefs, ‘the native gypsum having been prepared in the. usual way by moderate 
heating (called “burning”) and then mixed with water,’ just as is now done in making, plaster 
casts.’ But in the case of the plaster of Paris of the ‘ Kighillik ’ reliefs three peculiar features, 
revealed by the chemical analysis, prove ‘that it has been subjected, after completion, to a high 
temperature and to an atmosphere charged with what chemists call “reducing matters”’. With 
reference to these peculiar features, among which the low percentage of water present deserves 
special mention. Professor Church has subsequently been kind enough, in a letter dated. 

November 23, 1904, to state his opinion ‘that an accidental fire in the presence of vegetable 
matter has in all probability caused them. It seems a case of chemical reduction hardly, con- 
templated by the stucco-makers’. Thus the fact that the shrine which these stucco-reliefs 
decorated had been destroyed by fire may now be considered as definitely established. . 

That the structure was indeed a. Buddhist shrine, and one adorned in a fashion resembling Rerpi*e"^ 
that of .the small Dandan-Uiliq temples, is clearly shown by the reliefs themselves. Fragr “^oration, 
m^tary as they are they could all be recognized as parts of a wall decoration which connsted ° ' 
of a series of small Buddha figures in, relief arranged within a’ large aureole. The edges of the 
latter were formed by overlapping lotus-leaves in relief with rows of overlapping flame-tongues 
ranged on the outside. A comparison of the descriptions given of all the piecw, and of the 


nains of 
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specimens reproduced in Plate LXXX, with the corresponding fragments from the Dandan-Uiliq 
shrines D. i and D. ii (see Plates LIV, LV), will fully bear out this observation. That tliis 
aureole in flat relief fixed on the temple wall had served to encircle a large image may be 
considered as certain. But of this image no recognizable trace has survived; it was in all 
probability sculptured in soft stucco, just as in the Dandan-Uiliq and Endere shrines. 

By the side of this general agreement in decorative design and arrangement the Kighillik 
fragments display unmistakable differences in style and execution, which seem distinctly to indicate 
an earlier date, and a close connexion also with the relief decoration of the Rawak Stupa court, 
to be described hereafter. The small Buddha figures, of which portions were recovered in 
numerous replicas, undoubtedly represented standing Buddhas, with the right hand raised in the 
‘ Abhayamudra" attitude, and the left hanging down and holding the robe, as illustrated by the 
pieces A. oi, A.021 in Plate LXXX. The attitude is the same as in the Dandan-Uiliq aureole 
reliefs D. ii. sq-hyq, shown in Plate LIV, but the size is far larger, and approaches that of the 
corresponding reliefs from the Rawak aureoles (see Plate LXXXVI and Figs. 63, 64). Another 
important point of contact with the latter is the absence among the Kighillik remains of any 
fragments representing the feet or lower parts of the drapery of these Buddha figures. We 
shall see that at Rawak the corresponding relief-images were ranged in overlapping rows within 
the haloes without their lower parts being shown anywhere. The same arrangement may be 
assumed in the Kighillik wall decoration. In the Dandan-Uiliq aureoles the corresponding 
figures stood apart, and were hence fully shown. 

Unfortunately the Kighillik pieces are so fragmentary that we can judge only from small 
details as to the general characteristics of their style and modelling. But these all indicate 
unmistakable superiority to the Dandan-Uiliq work, and, as far as care in execution is con- 
cerned, also, I think, to the Rawak sculptures. But in comparison witli the latter the superiority 
of the material, hard plaster of Paris as against very friable clayey loess, must not be lost 
sight of. Hence the chronological relation between the Kighillik and Rawak Stupa reliefs 
scarcely permits of definite settlement at present But that both of them must be assigned to 
a considerably earlier period than that ascertained for the Dandan-Uiliq shrines is proved by 
the style of the Kighillik remains quite as clearly as by the more specific evidence which, as 
we shall see, is available in the case of the Rawak Stupa sculptures. 

The great majority of the Kighillik fragments belong to the bodies of small standing 
Buddhas. One of the largest is the draped torso (A. 01) with the raised right hand (see 
Plate LXXX). Still better preserved drapery is shown by the replica A. 04 (see ibid.), whicli 
retains tlie original red colour of the robe, now burnt to deep rich brown. Traces of the 
original colouring remain also on other fragments (A. 05, 06, 09, 010). Portions of the stucco, 
by which the figures were attached to the wall at the back, are still preserved in A. 012, 017. 
Numerous fragments prove that they had been broken before they were blackened by fire (see 
e.g. A. on, 012). Of the well-modelled left hand grasping the end of drapery, with more of 
the latter loosely hanging over the forearm (see A. 021, ibid.), we have numerous replicas 
(A. 016-022). Of the head of the Buddha only two specimens, unfortunately badly injured, 
survive (see A. 041, ibid.). Of the small nimbus, too, with a raised border, which surrounded 
the head, also originally coloured, we have but few fragments (A. 050-052, see ibid.). Rela- 
tively numerous fragments (A. 035-038, 054—057, see ibid.) belong to the border of a large 
aureole, formed by overlapping lotus-petals and corresponding in arrangement to the simil.ir 
relief decorations of tlie Dandan-Uiliq shrine D. it (see Plate LIV, LV). The latter also shon 
how the overlapping flame-tongues (A. 039, 040, see Plate LXXX) arc likely to have been 
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arranged on the outside of the aureole border. The employment of the stucco fragment showing 
a portion of a jewelled chain (A. 043) remains doubtful. Finally, we may mention some pieces 
(A. 044) still showing the matrix of a wood core, used here, as in all the larger reliefs of 
Dandan-Uiliq and Rawak, for strengthening the stucco work. 

Close to the original ground and near the centre of the mound there were found some Ancient 
pieces of perished timber which retained traces of red colouring in spite of their decayed surface. 

Here, too, was found a tiny piece of leaf-gold which may have peeled off from some gilt statue, gold! ° 
supporting the view expressed above as to the origin of the leaf-gold washed from the ddbris 
layers of Yotkan’. What purpose a small piece of talc found here may have served remains 
uncertain. The ground round the destroyed shrine and all over the flat bottom of the Nullah 
was strewn with ancient pottery debris, much of it being of fine texture and superior in make 
to the potsherds ordinarily found at the Tatis north of the Khotan oasis. Some of the frag- 
ments of terra-cotta vessels described under A. 007 show incised work, others a carefully-smoothed 
surface or red glaze, while in two pieces (A. 007. g, h) there appear moulded details, probably of 
grotesque masks such as figure so plentifully among the appliqjid ornaments of Yotkan pottery. 

About 70 ft. north of the remains of the shrine there rises from the foot of the dune east- Ancient 
wards a large mound composed mainly of dry dung (kighik in Turki), apparently horse-dung, ‘lunghiH- 
but containing besides an admixture of bones, charcoal, and chopped bits of fuel. This huge 
refuse-heap, which measures as far as exposed over 70 ft. from north to south, with a breadth 
of about 50 ft. and a depth of over ii ft., has not escaped the attention of ‘treasure-seekers’. 

The regular galleries they have tunnelled into it, two of these reaching down to the bottom 
and being about 18 to 20 ft. long, enabled me to ascertain its contents with relative ease. This 
huge accumulation of dung proves that the site, whatever its character, must have been greatly 
frequented®. The dunes close by may cover other remains, but their height precluded any 
thought of trial excavations on either side of the little depression. 


OBJECTS FOUND AT KIGHILLIK. 


A. 01. Stucco relief fragment, of standing Buddha. 
Head, legs, and L. p. arm from elbow missing. Plaster 
blackened and vitrified apparently by fire, probably by 
accident, as the plaster which attached fragment to wail 
. is equally vitrified. Also the piece was evidently broken 
before firing. Traces of colour still remain on robe. 
R. p. hand upraised, palm outwards, wrist bare. Behind 
L. p. shoulder conventional leaf. Height 5^', width 
41". Very hard. See PI. LXXX. 

A. 02. Stucco relief fragment ; robe of Buddha. Plaster 
vitrified and discoloured. R. p. thigh and portion of torso ; 
part of loose drapery falling from R. p. wrist. Replica 
A. 01. 3|-" high, 2-|" wide. Very hard. 

A. 03. Stucco relief fragment ; standing Buddha, part 
of torso. Plaster vitrified and discoloured. Torso from 
waist downwards. L. p. hand grasping end of robe. 
Replica A. 01. 2^' high, 2^" wide. Very hard. 

’’ See above, p. 194. 

® Prof. L6czy, in his instructive description of the parts 
of Kan-su visited by the Szdehenyi expedition, mentions the 
large accumulations of old manure visible outside the road- 


A. 04. Stucco relief fragment ; standing Buddha in 3 Objects 
pieces. Plaster vitrified and discoloured. Torso L. p. from 
side broken. Robe coloured red, burnt to deep rich Kighillik. 
brown. Replica A. 01. Length s-J", width about 3". 

Very hard. See PI. LXXX. 

A. 05. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and discoloured, traces of colour-wash. Lower R. p. 
portion, robe of Buddha. Replica A 01. Very hard. 

A. 06. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and discoloured. Traces of colour. Lower L. p. 
portion, robe of Buddha. Replica A. 01. 2^' x 

Very hard. 

A. 07. Stucco relief fragment; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied, much discoloured by fire after being broken. Portion 
of robe on R. p. thigh of standing Buddha. Replica A. or. 
si" X (app.). Very hard. 

side stations, half-buried by sand, on the old desert route 
leading from An-hsi-fan towards Khamil ; see Khinai biroda- 
lorn, p. 494. 
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A. o8. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and discoloured. Portion of robe from R. p. thigh of 
Buddha. Replica A. or. Very hard. 

A. 09. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and discoloured. Traces of pink. Portion of robe 
from L. p. thigh, standing Buddha. Replica A. 01. 
2"xif". Very hard. 

A. 010. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and discoloured. Traces of colour. Portion of robe, 
L. p. hip, standing Buddha. Replica A. 01. 

Very hard. 

A. on. Stucco relief fragment; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and discoloured by fire after breaking. Portion of 
robe R. p. thigh, standing Buddha. Replica A. or. x 
i^". Very hard. 

A. oia. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and blackened by fire after breaking. On back of 
fragment, portion of plaster by which it was attached to 
wall, equally burnt with relief. Portion of robe L. p. thigh, 
standing Buddha. Replica A. 01. a^^xaf". Very hard. 

A. 013. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and discoloured. Portion of robe and neck, L. p., 
standing Buddha. Replica A. or. if^xi". Very hard. 

A. 014. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied, discoloured, and bent by fire. Portion of under- 
garment (sahghati) from R. p. side of standing Buddha. 
Replica A. 01. i|" x tl". Very hard. 

A. 015. Stucco relief fragment; drapery. Plaster vitri- 
fied and discoloured. Traces of colour. L. p. shoulder, 
draped, of standing Buddha. Replica A. or. i-J'xif". 
Very hard. 

A. 016. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster par- 
tially vitrified, discoloured and cracked by fire. L. p. 
shoulder, hand (upraised palm outwards) and breast of 
standing Buddha. Replica A. ot. Height 2^", width 
Hard, and in some parts very hard. 

A. 017. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri* 

. fied, discoloured, and cracked by fire. Portion of plaster 
joint remains at back, also burnt. L. p. forearm and 
hand, loosely hanging, grasping end of drapery. Lower 
L. p. portion of torso and loose drapery over arm. Little 
finger of hand curiously crooked (cf. A. 018 and 019). 
Replica A. or. Height width 2|". Very hard. 

A. 018. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster burnt, discoloured and cracked by fire. L. p. hand 
hanging and grasping drapery of robe ; portion of forearm 
draped. Little finger crooked. Height width ij". 
Hard. 

A. 019. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster vitrified and discoloured by fire. L. p. hand 
grasping drapery. Little finger crooked (cf. A. 017). 
Replica A. 02" ' ■'V'"’ if" width ij^". Very hard. 


A. 020. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster vitrified, discoloured, and cracked by fire. L. p. 
hand (portion) grasping drapery. Drapery over upper 
part L. p. thigh. Little finger crooked. Replica A. 019. 
Height width if". Very hard. 

A. 021. Stucco relief fragment ; hand and forearm of 
. Buddha. Plaster vitrified, discoloured, split, and roughened 
by fire. L. p. hand grasping loose drapery; forearm, 
over which loose drapery; portion of draped L. p. thigh. 
Replica A. 022. Height 2J" (app.), width 2f". Very 
hard. See Plate LXXX. 

A. 022. Stucco relief fragment ; forearm and hand of 
Buddha. Plaster partially vitrified, slightly discoloured, 
and cracked by fire. L. p. forearm loosely draped, portion 
of L. p. side, and L. p. hand (fingers missing), of standing 
Buddha. Portion of plaster joint, burnt, at back. Replica 
A. 021. Height i-|", width if". Very hard. 

A. 023. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster burnt, slightly discoloured by fire. R. p. hand and 
wrist upraised, palm outwards. Loose drapery falls on 
each side of wrist (cf. A. 02). Replica A. 024. Height 
2f". Very hard. 

A. 024. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster vitrified, cracked at back by heat ; colour of bees- 
wax. Replica A. 023. Very hard. 

A. 025. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster partly vitrified, discoloured almost to black in 
places, and cracked by heat. Replica A. 023. Very hard. 

A. 026. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster vitrified; much discoloured and cracked by fire. 
Fingers missing. Replica A. 023. Very hard. 

A. 027. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster vitrified, discoloured, and cracked by fire. Hand 
only. Replica A. 023. Very hard. 

A. 028. Stucco relief fragment; wrist of Buddha. 
Plaster vitrified (partly), discoloured and cracked by fire. 
Portion of wrist and drapery from R. p. upraised hand. 
Replica A. 023. 

A. 029. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 
Plaster vitrified, discoloured, and cracked by fire. R. p. 
hand upraised. Thumb and two fingers broken. i§" long. 
Very hard. 

A. 030. Stucco relief fragment ; portion of Buddha. 
Plaster burnt, cracked and discoloured by fire. Traces of 
colour. L. p. shoulder of Buddha, draped. Portion of 
conventional chrysanthemum leaf at back. Portion of 
border of nimbus, composed of overlapping lotus-petals, 
with cincture at intervals. Replica A. 01 (part). Height 
2|-", width 2|". Very hard. 

A. 031. Stucco relief fragment ; nimbus. Plaster burnt 
black. L. p. portion of nimbus, with raised border con- 
sisting of overlapping lotus-petals, tied at intervals with 
double cincture. Replica A. 032. 3"x i-^". Very hard, 
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A. 032. Stucco relief fragment ; portion of nimbus. 
Plaster vitrified and discoloured by fire. Replica A. 031. 
al" X n". Very hard. 

A. 033. Stucco relief fragment ; portion of nimbus. 
Plaster burnt and discoloured by fire. Replica A. 031. 
Very hard. 

A. 034. Stucco relief fragment ; part of nimbus. Plaster 
vitrified; discoloured and cracked by fire. Portion of 
L. p. side of border of nimbus (cf. A. 033) with conven- 
tional leaf adjoining (cf. A 01). in" X 2". Very hard. 

A. 035. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Plaster 
burnt and discoloured. Portion of large aureole border. 
Overlapping lotus-petals; cf. A. 036. i-J'xa". See 
PI. LXXX. 

A. 036. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Plaster 
vitrified and discoloured by fire. Traces of colour. 
Portion of large aureole border, of overlapping lotus-petals; 
cf. A. 035. This piece had a wooden core, which has 
entirely disappeared, lea\ing a hard matrix in the stucco. 
Part of surface is detached. Replica A. 037. i-J'x in". 
Very hard. 

A. 037. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Plaster 
vitrified and discoloured by fire. Portion of large aureole 
border. Overlapping lotus-petals. Replica A. 036. i^'x 
i-|". Very hard. 

A. 038. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament in 2 pieces. 
Plaster burnt and discoloured by fire. On one traces of 
green. Portions of large aureole border. Replica A. 036. 

A. 039. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Plaster 
burnt and much discoloured by fire. Portion of two rows 
of overlapping flame-tongues (cf. D. n. 89), from large 
aureole. Replica A. 040. 2 x Very hard. 

A. 040. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Plaster 
burnt and discoloured by fire. Portion of flame-tongues 
from large aureole. Replica A. 039. al'x!*. Very hard. 
See PI. LXXX. 

A. 041. Stucco relief fragment; head of Buddha. 
. Plaster vitrified, discoloured, and cracked by fire. Upper 
half of head of Buddha ; defaced. Above top-knob portion 
of border of nimbus. 2^"xi%". Very hard. See PI. 
LXXX. 

A. 042. Stucco relief fragment ; head. Plaster vitrified 
and discoloured by fire. Portion of L. p. side of head 
showing hair (cf. A. 04 r). 13%^" X^". Very hard. 

A. 043. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Plaster 
burnt. On convex fragment thick, portion of jewelled 
chain. Pattern, a large jewel, two beads each side; this 
arrangement probably repeated in broken parts. 2^"x 
2^". Hard. 

A. 044. Stucco relief fragment; in 3 pieces. Plaster 
burnt. Three pieces, plain on convex side, and on back 
showing matrix of wood core. Three pieces together 
measure 3" x Hard. 


A. 045. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster vitri- Objects from 
fied, discoloured, cracked and twisted by fire. Lower Kighillik. 
portion of robe of standing Buddha (?). 41" X 2^". Very 
liard. 

A. 046. Stucco relief fragment; hand of Buddha. 

. Plaster burnt, discoloured, and cracked by fire. R. p. 
hand and forearm of Buddha. Replica A. 026. 2|-"xi-|". 

Very hard. 

A. 047. Stucco relief fragment ; torso of Buddha (?). 

Plaster burnt, discoloured, and cracked by fire. Breast 
and L. p. shoulder. Well modelled drapery. Width af" x 
i§*. Very hard. 

A. 048. Stucco relief fragment ; forearm. Plaster burnt 

■ and discoloured by fire. Traces of pink. Forearm of 
standing Buddha (?), draped. i-J^xii". Very hard. 

A. 049. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster burnt 
and discoloured by fire. Traces of pink. Probably L. p. 
thigh, with loose drapery from L. p. shoulder, af" x 2". 

Hard. 

A. 050. Stucco relief fragment ; nimbus. Plaster vitri- 
fied, discoloured, and cracked by heat. Traces of colour. 

Replica A. 032. ag-’x-J". Very hard. See PI. LXXX, 

A. 051. Stucco relief fragment ; nimbus. Plaster burnt. 

Traces of colour. Replica A. 032. il'x^" Very hard. 

A. 052. Stucco relief fragment ; nimbus. Plaster burnt, 
split, and discoloured by fire. Replica A. 032. il'x!^". 

Very hard. 

A, 053. Stucco relief fragment ; drapery. Plaster burnt, 
discoloured, and cracked by fire. Traces of colour. Por- 
tion of drapery from L. p. thigh of standing Buddha (?). 
i-J-'x i j-". Very hard. 

A. 054. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Plaster 
burnt and discoloured by fire. Replica A. 035. i^'xif". 

Hard. 

A. C55. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Plaster 
burnt and discoloured by fire. Portion of border of large 
aureole. Replica A. 035. Very hard. 

A. 056. Stucco relief fragment ; ornament. Plaster 
vitrified and cracked by fire. Portion of border of large 
aureole. Replica A. 035. i"x|-". Very hard. 

A, 057. Stucco relief fragment; ornament. Plaster, 
burnt. Double row of lotus-petals pointing opposite ways — 
foot to foot. From border of large aureole (?). Replica 
A- 035. if^xi^' Very hard. 

A. 005. Small piece of leaf-gold found in ddbris-mound, 

Kighillik. 

A. 007. a. Three terra-cotta fragments of rather flat 
globular vessel decorated with cut enrichments. Round 
centre (?), between double incised lines, a row of sunk dots. 

Above and below this band are flutes. On one side is 
a hole, and the scar of handle attachment. Width 2^", 
height 14". 
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A. 007. b. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, being por- 
tion of neck and shoulder. The neck has a rough texture, 
while the body appears to have been carefully smoothed. 
Height i-g", width 2|". 

A. 007. c, d. Terra-cotta fragments of plain vessels, 
made on wheel and afterwards polished, rl" x r^" and 

A. 007. e. Terra-cotta fragment of coarse ve.sse!, 
decorated with bold but lightly incised nebulae pattern 
drawn with a four-pointed tool, gf" x af", 

A. 007. f. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, bearing 
lightly incised pattern, somewhat resembling that of 
A. 007. a, but differently treated. 1^" x 2%". 

A. 007. g. h. Terra-cotta fragments of moulded details. 
Probably part of grotesque face and ornament, t^" x f". 
and i^'xl". 


A. 007. i, j. Fragments of terra-cotta vessel, with 

■ incised marks, r^" x r^" and 2^' x I". 

A. 007. k. Fragment of terra-cotta, moulded, which 
seems to have been painted with a red glaze. r^"x ij”. 

A. 007. 1. Terra-cotta fragment, moulded, without glaze, 
and with deep spiral grooves. r^"x 

A. 007. m. Fragment of fine terra-cotta object having 
incised work upon it. Outer surface quite smooth and 
polished. rf"x^". 

A. 007. n. Fragment of terra-cotta of a grey colour, 
similar to the burnt stuccoes from Kighillik. 1" x ij". 

A. 007. o. Fragment of terra-cotta vessel, overfired, 
with green glaze which has ‘ fizzled ’ in burning. 2^" x 


OBJECTS SAID TO BE FROM AK-SIPIL. 


A. 001. a. Terra-cotta monkey, squatting, considerably 
eroded, naturalistic. R. hand on breast, L. veretrum 
Unens(^). Back hairy. Cf. Y. 0012. a. iii, Y. 0013. c. 
Height r|". See PI. XLVII. 

A. 001. b. Terra-cotta grotesque human head, evidently 
an ornamental detail from some vessel. Bears some 
resemblance to Kh. 003. f, but is more human, and more 
carefully modelled, x if". 

A. 001. c. White marble seal with fret device, f" square, 
^"high. See PI. L. 

A. 002. a. Stone seal, similar in all respects to A 001. c, 

, but rather smaller, f" square, high. See PI. L. 

A. 002. b. Miniature jade battle-axe, pierced for string, 
probably a necklace ornament, f^^xf". See PL LI. 

A. 004. a. Large bronze seal, fragment of ; rectangular. 
Within a simple border an animal (bull ?) couchant to R. 
All the upper parts of body and head are missing. i|" x 
I''. See PI. L. 

A. 004. b. Square seal in black lignite (?), finely engraved 
with what may be Chinese lapidaiy characters or fret. At 


back a semi-cylindrical projection (broken), pierced for 
cord. square X^". See PI. L. 

A. 004. c. Oblong bronze seal, with countersunk device 
of four conventional half-leaves set in the form of an X. 
Shank at back in form of a ring. -^"xY^V- See PI. L. 

A. 006. a. Black stone seal, pierced for cord. Obv. A 
humped bull with long horns, statant to L. Rev, A fire- 
altar. Rather roughly cut. x 4 " (nearly) xf". See 
PI. L. 

A. 006. b. Bronze irregularly oval seal, with shank 
at back, pierced with small hole. Device seems to repre- 
sent an animal (cat ?) seated to R. and in front some small 
animal (kitten ?). Surface considerably oxidized. nearly 
xY- See PI. L. 

A. 006. c. Terra-cotta grotesque human face. A 
moulded enrichment for pottery vessel. Much eroded. 
Face smiling ; eyes round, eyebrows meeting in acute down-: 
ward angle ; cheeks prominent; ears high and animal-like. 
Curled hair surrounds face. 2" wide, i|" high. 


Section III. — THE RAWAK STOPA 

On the morning of April 10 I left Ak-sipil in order to march to the ruin which Turdi 
and others of his craft had in November reported to me under the name of Rawak ‘the high 
mansion ’. This designation, and a vague tradition about the images of the Tokitz-Kkakau or ‘ Nine 
Khakans ’, sounded promising enough ; but no details could then be elicited except that Muhammad 
Sharif, a young ‘ treasure-seeker had found near that ruin a short time before a large pot full of 
Chinese copper coins. Of these I had examined many dozens, with the result that they all proved 
to be- wu-cim pieces, most of them in very fair preservation. This pointed to a site of early 
occupation. 
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The route from Ak-sipil first led, for a direct distance of about three miles, over high dunes of March to 
•coarse greyish looking sand, which evidently had been deposited from an earlier river-course. The 
latter itself could be recognized in the broad pebble-covered Sai on which we emerged, and which we 
proceeded to follow in the general direction towards north-north-east. Further to the south it was 
said to connect with the Sai near Tam-dghil and Knmat, referred to above as an ancient river-bed '. 

Though water was alleged never to reach it now, tamarisk growth and other scrub marked its 
course all along and far away to the north, where I subsequently struck it again near the site of 
Jumbe-kum. After covering, in great heat and glare, a disumce of some si.'c miles, we reached 
a well with some tamarisks, which Jiya people going for wood use as a resting-place. Thence 
striking to tlie north-west, we soon were again among heavy riverine dunes. After about two 
miles we passed a small open depression, where some old iK)ttery appeared on the bare loess 
ground. Here I was shown by Muhammad Sharif the remains of a large pot of coarse red 
clay, brought to light from beneath what may have been the mud fioor of a completely eroded 
dwellintr. Of timber or other structural debris there was no tnicc. Muhammad Sharif declared 
the haul of Chinese copper coins made here to have amounted in value to the equivalent of 
about 300 Khotan Tangas (say somewhat over Rs. lOo). From among the S7 coins which 
1 purchased out of this find, and which have all proved to be xuti-chii pieces, are taken the 
three specimens reproduced on Plate LXXXIX, 20-22. Most of them show few marks of 
wear, and thus are not likely to have been long in circulation before the deposit was made. y 

At Rawak, which was rc.ached about a mile beyond, an unexixicied and most gratifying First view 
discovery' awaited me. My' honest old guide Turdi had spoken only of ‘an old house’ to of’jtaw.'ik 
be seen there half buried in the sand; but in reality the first glimpse showed a large Stiipa, 
with its high b.ase and enclosing quadrangle, by far the most imposing structure I had seen among 
the e.xtant ruins of the Khotan region. Large dunes of sand rising in places to about 25 ft. 
covered the quadrangle and parts of the massive stpiare base of the Stflpa on the south-west 
and north-east faces. But towards the soutli the drift-sand was lower, and there great portions 
of the Stupa base, as well as of die walls marking the ciuadrangular enclosure of the Stupa 
court, could be readily made out. Fig. 60 and Plate XIII. a show the ruins as seen on 
the morning of April ii, from the cast and from near the south corner, resix;ctively. Fragments 
of coloured stucco, evidently from the heads and upper parts of colossal statues, were lying 
in the sand on the outside of the enclosing wall near the southern corner, showing with some 
e.xposcd portions of reliefs on the wall behind that ‘treasure-seekers’ had been at work here 
quite recently'. I subsequently learned that a party of si.x men from Jiy'a had decamped on 
the morning before my arrival. Fortunately they had cleared away only a few feet of sand, 
and the damage done by them was not e.\tcnsive. 

I realized at once that there was scope here for e.xtcnsive excavations, and accordingly lost Prosimiiy 
no time in sending back an urgent requisition to the Beg of Yurung-kash for a reinforcement 
of labourers. Fortunately the position of the ruin, within a day’s march of the oasis, enabled 
me to secure in quick succession contingents of willing workers from the nearest villages of the 
Jiy'a tract. A favourable factor of still greater practical importance w'as the relative ease with 
which the question of w-ater-supply for such a number of men was solved. Though the sand-dunes 
surrounding us looked more formidable and sterile than at any ancient site previously explored, it 
■was possible to dig a well in a depression within two miles of the Stupa, and there the labourers’ camp 
was conveniently established. A look at the map shows that the distance from the Rawak site 


' See p. 472 . 
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to the bank of the Yurung-kash is only about seven miles. In fact, to this comparative proximity 
of the present river-bed were due both the forbidding height of the dunes and the slight depth 
of subsoil water. The early accumulation of the former had, no doubt, been a chief factor 
in saving the ruins from destruction, whether from erosion or the hand of man. On the other 
hand, the presence of subsoil moisture had, as we shall see, adversely affected all materials like 
timber which were likely to attract and absorb it. 

Apart from the question of water, the conditions under which work had to be effected here 
proved more trying than at any of the other old sites I explored. The season of Burans had now 
fully set in ; and the gales that were blowing daily, though from different quarters and of varying 
degrees of violence, carried along with them a spray of light sand that permeated everything. 
I noticed the frequency with which the wind would shift round to almost opposite directions 
on successive days, sometimes even between morning and evening, a feature of Burans well known 
to all natives living near the Taklamakan -, and observed also by former travellers. To the 
discomfort which the constant drifting of sand caused, and which we naturally felt in a most 
irritating fashion while engaged in excavation, was added the trying sensation of heat and glare 
all through the daytime. The sun beat down with remarkable intensity through the yellowish 
dust-haze even while the latter was too thick to permit of satisfactory photographic work, and 
the reflection of its light from the glittering particles of sand made the heat appear far greater 
than it really was. The quick radiation that set in as soon as the sun had gone down caused 
rapid and striking variations in the temperature at different portions of the day. The result 
of these sudden changes manifested itself in the agues and fevers from which all my followers 
began to suffer after our start from Yurung-kash. It was impossible for me to escape exposure 
to these adverse atmospheric influences; but I succeeded in keeping their effect in check by 
liberal doses of quinine until my work at these ruins was done. 

The excavations which I commenced on the morning of April ii within the south corner 
of the quadrangle soon revealed evidence that the enclosing wall had been adorned on its inner 
as well as on its outer face witli rows of colossal statues in stucco, thus making the quadrangle 
correspond to tlie chapel courts of Buddhist Viharas in Gandhara and elsewhere. Those on the 
inside face of the wall might be e.xpected to be still in a fair state of preservation, owing to 
the depth of the sand, which even in the most exposed portion of the Stupa court (beUveen the gate 
and the south corner) was nowhere less than 5 ft., and greatly increased towards the west and east 
corners. It was clear that great masses of sand would have to be shifted before these sculptures 
could be systematically unearthed and examined in safety. For the heavy earthwork implied 
by this task it was necessary to await the arrival of the reinforcements already summoned. But 
in the meantime I was able to utilize the dozen labourers already at hand for such clearings 
as the preliminary survey of the architectural remains demanded. 

From the plan on Plate XL which was prepared' on the basis of this survey and of 
subsequent more detailed measurements, it will be seen that the Vihara court formed a great 
rectangle, measuring 163 ft, inside on its south-western and north-eastern faces and 141 ft. on 
its shorter sides towards the north-west and south-east. It was enclosed by a wall about 3 ft. 

6 in. thick, solidly built of sun-dried bricks. At the south corner, which of the portions not 
completely buried under sand was best preserved, this wall rose to a height of ii ft. but was 
probably once still higher. The bricks used in it, as well as in the Stupa, measured on the 

~ Thus, e. g., a strong wind blowing from the north-east east. On the isth we had wind from the south-west, later 

on April 13 was followed on the 14th by one from the again from the north-west, but the haze raised was not 

north-west, which in the afternoon veered round again to the sufficiently thick to prevent the sun shining through. 
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average 20 by 14 in., with a thickness of :u to .}. in., showing a size practically identical with 
that of the Ak-sipil bricks. As seen in the plan, the cJiclosing wall along the whole of the 
longer sides of the qu.admnglc, c.xcept for a portion near the south corner, was covered by 
high sand rising to over 20 ft, above tlte original ground-level, and was thus inaccessible to 
e-samination. On the shorter south-east face, however, the top of the wall rose for the greatest 
part above the sand (as seen in Fig. 60). Here, too, the position of a gate was indicated by 
a gap in the centre; subsequent c.xcavation proyed it to have been ft. wide. That the 
opposite side of the enclosure, to the north-west, had no corresponding gate could e.asily be 
ascertained without e.vcavation, as in the central part of that face the top of the wall forming 
a continuous line was just visible above the sand. The latter was here fully 10 ft, high, and 
no excavation could be attempted. It thus seems prob.ible that the gate in the south-east face 
was the only entrance to the court. 

The centre of lire quadrangle is occupied by the imposing StQpa base which, as shown by H-ife of 
the section in Plate XXX IX, rises in three stories to a height of 22 j ft. above the floor of 
the court. The photograph (Fig. 59) shows the upper portion of this base with the extant 
part of the dome as seen from the south after some cle;iring had been effected. Parts of the 
Ease are visible also in the background of the photographs reproduced in Plate XVI. a-c. 

The lowest story, 7S ft. square and 7^ ft. high, rests on a plinth of four steps showing an 
aggregate elevation of 3 ft. The second story is 45; ft. square, with a height of 9 ft. It is 
surmounted by a circular dnun, 3 ft. high and receding on the top, which serves as a plinth 
for another circular drum fonning part of the StQpa dome. The masonry of the latter has 
remained intact only to a height of about S-^ ft. (see Fig. 59), and it is thus intpossible to 
determine at what elevation the dome proper sprang from this drum. Nor could anything 
definite be ascertained as to the original siiape of the cupola. 

Judging from the little debris found on tile topmost portions of the base, I doubt whether Stup.a dome, 
the dome could have been very high. As the above measurements show, the top of its extant 
masonry was found to ri.se to about 31 ft. above the level of the court. The diameter of the 
circular dnim forming part of the dome proved to be a little over 32 ft. It seems to have 
had an inner chamber about 7^ ft. in diameter; but this could not be exactly determined, as 
a large cutting had been made, apparently long before my visit, into the dome from the west. 
Treasure-seeking operations, no doubt, account also to a large extent for the broken state of 
the top of the dome. The cutting showed clearly that the dome, like the rest of the structure, 
had been solidly constructed of sun-dried bricks of the same size as those measured in the 
quadrangle wall. Also the base had been exposed to repeated attacks of treasure-seekers, as was 
proved by the short galleries which were found to have been tunnelled into both the upper 
and lower square story on the south-east face (sec the plan and Fig. 59, PI. XVI. a-c). 

I have referred so far only to those main features in the base in which the typical and Flights of 
orthodo.x arrangement in three stories found expression. But a look at Plate XL will show 
that considerable variation and originality was introduced into the ground-plan by a series of 
bold projections on each face of the base supporting well-proportioned flights of steps. Through 
these projections the ground-plan of the base has assumed the shape of a symmetrically developed 
cross, each of the four arms of which extend about 52 ft. on the lowest level, as measured from the 
centre line of the Stupa. The broad flights of steps which occupied the centre of each of the four 
faces of the base, and, carried by the projecting portions, led up without a break from the level of 
the court to the very foot of the dome (see section on line AjS in Plate XXXIX; also Fig. 59, 

Plate XVI. b, c), must have been an imposing architectural feature. The one on the south-east 
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side which faces the entrance gate of the quadrangle could alone be completely cleared. The 
lowest section of the stairs leading to the top of the first base was fully 14 ft. broad, the one above 
9 ft., and the one approaching the dome 6 ft. There can be little doubt that the stairs were 
in the first place intended to facilitate the circumambulation which was, perhaps, to be performed 
successively on each of the stories. 

The portions of the lowest base story flanking this flight of steps proved, owing to the 
protection afforded by sand, to have retained a thick layer of fairly hard stucco bearing a coat 
of white paint. It may be safely assumed that this stucco coating once covered the whole of 
the Stupa. Both the top and the foot of the lowest story were decorated with boldly moulded 
cornices in stucco about one foot high, as seen in Fig. 59. It was under the bottom cornice, 
in the receding corner formed to the south of the projection which bears the stairs of the lowest 
base story on the south-east face, that I discovered, sticking to the plaster at short intervals, 
four well-preserved wtc-c/m copper coins showing but little wear. Like numerous subsequent 
finds of such coins, they had manifestly been deposited as votive offerings, and furnished me 
with the first indication of the probable age of the structure. 

Interesting as the Stupa is by its architectural features and imposing dimensions, the great 
archaeological interest of the ruins does not centre so much in it as in the rich series of relief 
sculptures decorating the walls of the enclosing Vihara. These were brought to light by the 
systematic excavations which I commenced as soon as the bands of additional labourers, quickly 
collected and dispatched by the Bgg of Yurung-kash, began to arrive at my camp, on the morning 
of April 12. In order to avoid the risks of immediate damage to the friable stucco of the 
sculptures, and to get sufficient room for photographing them, it was necessary to open broad 
trenches at some little distances from the walls and then to proceed towards the latter, carefully 
clearing out the sand. The work, commenced' near the south corner; and it was in the course 
of this preliminary clearing that the small Stupa base shown in the plan, and described below 
(sec. v), together with its interesting deposit of coins, was first reached. From this place the 
work of excavation was gradually extended along the south-west and south-east walls up to 
the furthermost points which the high dunes rising over the rest of the south-west side and 
east corner permitted to be cleared within the time and with the means available ^ 

As the work of clearing proceeded I soon realized that the main adornment of the walls, 
both towards the court and outside, consisted throughout of rows of relief statues in stucco over 
life-size. All the large reliefs represented Buddhas or Bodhisattvas ; but from the varying poses, 
accessories, &c., still recognizable, a number of groups could be distinguished, arranged apparently 
with some regard to symmetrical disposition. Between the colossal statues at frequent intervals 
were smaller representations of attendant divinities or saints. In numerous instances the walls 
were further decorated with elaborate plaques in stucco, forming haloes above the heads of figures, 
or, in some cases, where sufficient space had been allowed, even with complete aureoles in relief 
around them. Here and there remains of small fresco paintings between the statues could also be 
traced, but generally the latter were too close together to permit of such decoration, at least on 
the extant lower portion of the walls. The whole of the relief work had been originally coloured, 
but the layers of paint had in most cases peeled off except where well-protected in drapery folds, &.c. 
Thus the greatest portions of the stucco images presented themselves in the red ground colour 
of the clay in which they had been modelled. 

* For a photograph showing a portion of the south-east convey an impression of the great masses of sand overlying 

wall with the trenches in course of excavation, along both its the Vilj 3 ra court and surrounding the ruins, sec ibid., p. 

sides, see Ruins 0/ Kholan, p. 446. For others helping to also here Fig. 60 and PI. XIII. 
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I found from the first that the excavation of this wealth of statuary was attended with serious 

difneuky, even in that limited portion of the quadrangle where the conditions of sand permitted 
operations.’ Owing probably to the moisture rising from the neighbourhood of subsoil water, 
the strong wooden framework which once supported internally the masses of stucco and fastened 
them to beams let into the wall behind, had completely rotted away. The cavities left by these 

beams, which were apparently 5 in. scpiare, and fixed at a uniform height of about 8 ft. above 

the floor of the court, could be traced all round the e.xcavated wall portions wherever the latter 
had retained a corresixincling height (see c.g. Figs. 62, 65, 66, 68; PI. XIII. b; XIV. a, b, &c.). 
The beams had been set sufficiently deep into the wall to permit of their being covered on the 
outside with a layer of plaster about i to 2 in. thick, flush with the rest of the wall surface. For some 
distance on the cleared portion of the south-west wall this plaster covering had survived, and 
it is owing to its presence that in Figs. 61, 62 the cavity left by the perished beams does not 
appear. Here and at some other points I could still trace small remains of tlie beams in bits 
of decomposed wood. The wooden framework of the colossal sUitues must have been joined 
to tlte beam behind usually at the height of the heads or shoulders *. The wood of the internal 
framework had everywhere completely perisiied, but the position once occupied by portions 
of it was often still indicated by tlie matri.x this wooden core had left, as visible, e. g. in the arms 
of colossal images (see Figs. 61, 62, 68, 69; PI. XV. a, b, c; PI. XVII. c). 

Deprived of diis support, the heavy stucco images, especially those still retaining much 
of their upper portions, tlircatened to collapse when the protecting sand was being removed. 
The strong winds blowing day after day greatly added to tin's risk. They carried away the fine 
dust of riverine loess which had filled die interstices between the edges of the relief work and 
tlie wall behind, and thus increased die danger of the friable masses of clay sliding down through 
their own weight to immediate destruction. Regrettable experience of this kind was gained 
in the case of some statues on the inner south-west and south-east walls. It soon showed me 
diat these risks could be obviated only by extreme care in clearing the reliefs — a few hours 
of exposure to light winds often proved safer than die application of brushes for removing 
die layers of dust from drapery folds, &c., — and by covering up again the lowest portions of the 
statues as soon as they had been e.xamined and photographed. Even so damage could not 
altogedier be prevented. In some instances it iras necessary to secure die heads, &c., of statues 
still intact by means of ropes while they w’ere being photographed. Fig. 69 illustrates this 
procedure followed in regard to -some of the minor statues e.xcavated on die inner side of the 
south-west wall ; it also helps to mark the true size of the colossal image seen to the extreme 
right by comparison with the labourers. 

The conditions here briefly indicated, which rendered the work so difficult and risky, also 
e.xplain why many of the colossal statues were found badly damaged in their upper portions 
and all of them widiout their heads. Their upper portions, just like the top segments of the 
great aureoles seen in Figs. 63, 64, had necessarily been left much longer without the protecting 
cover of sand, and had accordingly fallen away from the wall that formed their backing and 
support. Numerous fragments of colossal heads which had thus become detached long ago- 
turned up at different depths of sand, especially near the south corner. Their extremely friable 
condition, which made them break at any attempt to lift or remove them, showed that diey had 
long been exposed to atmospheric .vicissitudes. The heads of the smaller images, which the dust 
accumulations had had time to cover up even while perhaps a roof above gave shelter, were 

< See Fig. 62, and in Fig. 61 the series of small holes passed through the plaster into the beam behind, 
above, marking the points where the joining pegs or tangs 
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in most cases found intact I may here note that, among all the sculptural decoration of the 
Vihara court as far as excavated, I failed to trace any evidence of wilful destruction by human 
agency, as distinguished from such casual damage as the spasmodic borrowings of ‘treasure: 
seekers ’ may have caused at some points of the more exposed portions of the enclosing wall 
This observation lends support to the belief, justified, as we shall see, by odier abundant 
evidence, that this great shrine had already been deserted for centuries and. the ruins of the 
quadrangle completely covered up by the time when Islam annexed Khotan. 

It appears to me very probable that originally a wooden gallery, or some similar shelter ' 
projecting from the roof of the enclosing wall, offered shelter to the sculptures on both of its 
faces. But this must have been systematically removed, even before the sand had completely 
invaded the Vihara court; for only in one place, near the inner soutli-east face and not far 
from the gate (see plan), did my excavations bring to light some small pieces of much-perished 
timber, about 4 in. in thickness, that may have served for such a structure Considering how 
comparatively expensive an article building timber is to this day in the immediate vicinity of a 
large Turkestan town, we can scarcely be surprised at the early removal of this, the most 
useful material the shrine could offer after its abandonment. It seems impossible to assume 
that the sculptures along the \:/alls and the fresco decoration of the latter should have been 
originally exposed to all the influences of the weather. A single heavy downpour of rain, such 
as is by no means unknown even in this dry region — I experienced one on April 19 soon 
after I had left Rawak camp — would -have sufficed to do great damage to the friable clay of 
the statuary and the equally soft wall plaster. The existence of some enclosing passage or 
gallery is indicated also by the foundations of a thin plaster wall, with stucco reliefs facing it, 
which were brought to light outside the south corner and which will be described at the end 
of the next section. 


Section IV.— THE SCULPTURES OF THE RAWAK VIHARA 

The excavations which incessant work from early morning till nightfall enabled me to get 
effected between the 12th and 17th of April, cleared the greatest part of the south-east and 
a portion of the south-west walls of the Vihara court, both inside and outside, for an aggregate 
length of about 155 ft. Though this distance represents only about one-fourth of the perimeter 
of the Vihara court, yet the total number of individual reliefs, most of them over life-size, which 
were brought to light on the cleared wall faces amounted in the end to ninety-one. In addition 
to these the finds included numerous small reliefs forming parts of sculptured aureoles, &c., or 
deposited as ex-votos before the main images. 

The position of all statues was carefully shown by me in the ground-plan, together witli 
the greatest \vidth of the wall space occupied by them, and a description recorded of every 
piece of sculpture, as detailed as the available time and the trying conditions prevailing would 
permit. In addition I used the rare hours, usually in the early morning, when there was less 
wind and no thick haze or driving dust, for obtaining a complete series of photographs of 
whatever sculptural work appeared on the excavated wall faces. It was no easy task to collect 
all these records with the needful accuracy while directing the successive st.agcs of e.xcavation 

* Such d:un3gc would, no doubt, hive been more cxicn- disposal in, the antique market of Kiiotan. 

sive if the stucco reliefs to be obtained at Rawak had not ‘ PI. XV. c shows them as subsequently placed on the 

been too heavy or too friable for ready removal to, and top of the enclosing wall. 
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in atmospheric conditions trying alike to eyes, throat, and lungs. Though Surveyor Ram Singh 
and Turdi rendered, each in his own way, very intelligent assistance, I had myself to remain in 
the trenches practically from sunrise until nightfall, feeling all the time permeated, as it were, 
by the clouds of fine sand which the wind and the digging raised around us. 

The photographs taken by me have proved more successful than I could reasonably hope 
for under such adverse influences. The reproduction from among them of a series showing 
practically the whole of the cleared wall-faces has appeared to me the best means of Illustrating 
the wealth of interesting materials Avhich these excavations yielded for the study of the ancient 
sculptural art of Khotanh To the views of the reliefs thus presented I propose here to add 
such details of archaeological or artistic interest as were recorded by me on the spot, together 
with any comments which the study of these reliefs as a whole and their comparison with the 
sculptural remains brought to light at other Khotan sites has suggested to me. We may 
conveniently commence this survey from the inner soutli-cast wall where my excavations started, 
and further on follow the numerical order in which the position of the individual sculptures has 
been shown in the plan of Plate XL. 

The first statue which the high sand rising towards the west corner permitted to be 
cleared tras that of the colossal standing Buddha, R. i, (see Figs. 6i, 69). It was intact up to 
the shoulders, except for the missing right hand; but as the weiglit of the extant upper 

portion caused imminent risk of collapse I did not think it safe to remove entirely the 

supporting sand layers to the left proper, and thus the left hand docs not appear in the 
photographs. There can be no doubt that it was shown hanging down and resting on 

the edge of the drapery as seen in the statues, R. v, i.x, x (Figs. 61, 62), which are exact 

replicas of the same image. The right forearm supporting rich folds of drapery is shown in a 
pose that unmistakably indicates die ‘ Abliayapanimudra,’ witii wliich tlie Dandan-Uiliq and 
Kighillik reliefs have already rendered us familiar. The same reappears at Rawak in the 
numerous small Buddha figures filling the large aureoles of R. xii and R. xiii (see Figs. 63, 64). 
It is likely to have been the pose also of the numerous over life-size figures of the inner 
south-east face, all apparently replicas of one type, though only a few of them (R. x.xxvi, 
xxxviii-xli), have retained enough of the right forearm to show its characteristic position. 
Among the colossal statues of the outer soudi-east face, most of those preserving the right 
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' The limitations of the photographic instruments at my 
disposal, and still more the varying levels and distances from 
which the photographs had to be taken (as determined by 
the space available within or near the trenches), rendered it 
quite impossible to attempt 'anything so ambitious as the 
production of photographs that would join into a continuous 
and exactly fitting band or quasi-panoramic view. Hence 
the angle of view and scale of reduction will be found to 
vary considerably in the series of photographs reproduced 
by the plates, while the views presented usually overlap on 
the sides. 

The series comprises: (a) four photographs (Figs. 61-64), 
taken with a half-plate camera showing the sculptures of the 
inner south-west wall (R. i-v, viii-xii in plan) up to the south 
corner, also the large relief with vesica (R. xiii) nearest to 
the latter on the south-east wall ; ( 6 ) nineteen photographs 
(PI, XIV. a-d, XV. a-d, XVI. a-d, XVII. a-d, XVIII. a-c, 
with PI, XIII. b) taken in continuous succession with the 
Bridges-Lee photo-theodolite camera and showing the reliefs 


R. .\i.\-.\li on the inner south-east face, R. xlii-l.x.xi on the 
outer south-east face, and R. bcxii-lxxviii on the outer south- 
west face. 

The camera serving for the photographs enumerated 
under (i) had the advantage of a superior lens, but on the' 
other hand was not provitled with means for raising or 
lowering its front, being designed only for topographical 
survey work. As the photographs had to be taken often 
from the top of the sand cleared from the trenches, this 
want of a rising front necessitated tilting the camera tripod 
with consequent foreshortening, appreciable in some in- 
stances. I was obliged to use this instrument, since several 
of the dark slides of my half-plate camera had, probably 
under the severe climatic changes, developed cracks. 

In addition to the above series the photographs in 
Figs. 65-69 have been reproduced, in order better to illus- 
trate reliefs of special interest or for the sake of giving 
general views of the sculptural adornment of certain sections 
of the wall-faces. 
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arm or indications of it (R. Iv, Ivii, lix, Ixi, Ixiii, Ixvi ; see PI. XVII. a, b, c) seem likewise to 
suggest this attitude. Of the size in which the statue R. i was modelled, the measurement of 
5 ft. 3 in. from the level of the feet to the bent elbow, which also marks approximately the 
waist, may afford an indication The feet rested on a very flat semicircular base of plaster 
about 3 ft. wide, which on its edges showed traces of having been decorated with lotus-petals 
in low relief. The robe, judging from surviving traces of colour, appears to have been painted 
white originally; but almost the whole of the paint had peeled off and thus the surface 
showed the uniform red colour of the clay. 

The most remarkable feature in R. i and its replicas, which we note \vith minor modifications 
also in the rest of the Rawak statuary, is the treatment of the drapery. This is almost as 
Grecian as in the standing Buddha figures of Gandhaxa sculpture, and betrays its derivation 
from the latter in every detail. In order to realize this remarkable agreement, it is sufficient 
to compare our statues, e. g., with the relief representations of Gautama Buddha from Takht-i-Balil 
quoted below, or indeed w'ith any of the finer Gandhara figures showing Buddha standing in 
the Abhaya postured The robe, which covered both shoulders, is laid round the body .so as 
clearly to show its contours. The folds, which are marked with boldly projecting edges, are 
gracefully disposed and hang in a natural way from the limbs that catch their lines. The shape 
of the body beneath the robe is in these statues of the inner south-west wall, as well as in the 
colossal images of the inner south-east face, displayed in a more pronounced fashion than in 
the Gandhara sculptures referred to. But the identical arrangement of the drapery is in no 
way affected thereby. A comparison of the folds gathered over the outstretched left arm (see 
R. V, ix), or falling from the bent right forearm, both in our statues and in the Gandhara 
examples will illustrate this. The ‘wonderful tenacity’ with which ‘the ancient Chinese and 
Japanese Buddha-figures have preserved the “draping" of the Gandhara figures in a peculiar 
way’, as duly emphasized by Dr. GriinwedeD, can no longer surprise us when we see how 
faithfully old Khotan art in this as in many other respecb reproduced its Gandhara models. 

Next to R. i. on the right proper we have a small statue, R. ii (see Figs, 6i, 69), which was 
found intact and measured 4 ft 2 in. to the top of the head. The latter soon became insecure 
through the force of the winds, and had to be taken off. Though its interior had become 
hollow owing to the rotting of the wood frame, this head has survived its subsequent transport 
to London very well, as seen from its reproduction in Plate LXXXII. It measures 10 in. 
from the chin to the small top-knob, and retains, besides plenty of the original whitewash, 
traces of black for the eyelashes and of a red Kka. Much of the whitewash also adhered to 
the drapery. The latter, by its curious arrangement in several vertical bands of conventional 
wave lines, strikingly contrasts with the Grecian drapery of the neighbouring colossal statues. 
The same treatment appears in the lower garment of the Bodhisattva figures R. iv and in 
R. viii. It strongly recalls the wave lines of the drapery folds seen in a typical Chinese 
representation of Udayana’s Buddha statue referred to in the preceding note, and the explanatory 


- Here, as in all other photographs of Rawak sculptures, 
the 3 ft. measure placed against the wall indicates the scale. 

’ See GrUnwedel-Burgess, Figs. 118, 122; 

Foucher, L’Ar! du Gandhara, Figs, 258, 261, 262, 264, &c. 

‘ See Buddhist art, p. 170. It is interesting to note 
that a Chinese wooden figure of a standing Buddha, which 
the above scholar has reproduced for its characteristic 
drapery, is recognized as ‘a replica of a copy which has 
been preserved in China and is traced back, according 


to the Chinese tradition, to Udayana's sandal-wood figure of 
the master’; see ibid., with Fig. 125. The posture of this 
figure is the same as that of most of our colossal statues 
(see especially R. xxxvi, xl, xli, where the left hand was 
slightly more detached from the drapery). Is it possible to 
suppose that these, too, were intended to reproduce the type 
of Udayana’s image of which, as we have seen (above, 
p. 455), a miracle-working representative was worsluppcd 
at Fi-mo? 
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legend ‘which a Tibetan historian quotes reg-arding the Buddha figure of Udayana. He relates 
how Buddha — in order to lighten the work of the artists, who were blinded by his glory — was 
mirrored in the water. The artists reproduced this reflection, and thus the waving lines of the 
robe are accounted for^'. By the side of the strange transformation which the classical draping 
of the Gandhara models has here undergone, the arrangement, still antique on the whole, of 
the edges of the drapery falling from the left arm deserves the more attention. Curiously 
enough, the same arrangement is e<[ually reflected in the Chinese figure of Udayana’s Buddha®. 

The robe in R. ii is laid round the neck, as in most of the Rawak Buddha statues ; and as no Pose and 
ornaments are displayed, we may assume that the figure was intended to represent a Buddha, nimbus of 
The right arm hanging down suggests either the ‘Varamudra’ or the * BhOmispar^amudra ’ ‘ 

attitude, both differing only by the pose of the hand, with the palm turned outwards or inwards 
Here the hands arc missing. The hair is arranged in rich curls, distinctly after the Gandhara 
fashion. The elliptical nimbus formed by a relief plaque behind the head of R. ii was found 
intact. As it agrees in all essentials with that seen behind the head of R. iv, it may be 
considered as a typical example of what the completely perished haloes of the larger statues 
are likely to h.ive been. The elliptical curve on cither side was bordered with a cloud 
scroll. On the top the two scrolls met below a small appHqud figure of a Buddha seated 
within a vesica of lotus-petals (R. ii. 3. c, shown in Plate LXXXVIl). Above and by the sides 
of this oppliqud figure there rose bundles of flames. Below the top portion of the scroll 
w.as a single fleur-de-lis ornament. The field of the nimbus showed on either side two more 
small seated Buddha figures of a closely similar type, and between them a double fleur-de-lis 
ornament representing a V.ajra, as seen in the portion of the nimbus reproduced on 
Plate LXXXllI. Small lotuses, as seen in the same piece, appeared above and below 
this ornament near the scroll of the border. As the whole of the plaque threatened to fall 
off the wall, I attempted to move it, but owing to the very friable condition of the clay it 
broke, and only portioris of it (R. ii. 2) survived further transport. 

R. iii was a colossal statue, whicli collapsed in the course of e.xcavation. It seemed to Bodhisattva 
have been in all particulars a replica of R. i. On its right stood the relatively well-preserved siatue,R.iv. 
figure of a Bodhisattva (R. iv), seen in Fig. 69 with its head held in position. This head 
(R. iv. i) was found broken at the back and had to be removed, but has in spite of 
this injury withstood transport to London without further damage. Plate LX XXI shows 
a full-size reproduction of it. Traces of colouring remain about the eyes and on the lips. 

The height of the figure was a little over 6 ft., and the modelling of the head seems to 
show that it was intended to be looked at from below. The nose, mouth, and chin are 
small, the ears elongated but well-modelled. A triple row of Mani strings, as often seen in 
Gandhara figures of Prince Siddhartha, adorns the breast, which appears dressed in a close- 
fitting garment. Below the very slender waist a broad girdle formed by elliptical jewels 
supports a skirt-like lower garment, showing elaborate drapery arranged in conventional wave 
lines, like that described in the case of R. ii. Both arms were found broken below the elbows. 

On the upper portions appear highly ornamented armlets enriched with an octagonal jewel 
in the centre and rectangular ones on either side. The nimbus visible in the photographs 
closely resembles that of R. ii, but sliows two Vajras on either side. The band ornaments 
visible on the lower part probably formed the ends of the jewelled band which, as seen by 
a fragment above the right ear, encircled the head of the statue. 


* See Grlinwedel-Burgcss, Buddhist art, p. sj®' 
■pig. 125; also above note 4. 


‘ See Buddhist art, pp. 171 sq. 

’’ Foucher, leonographie bouddhique, p. 69. 
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The adjoining colossal statue (R. v) was an exact replica of R. i, but preserved only to 
below the waist; it collapsed after having been exposed for a day. The next figure (R. vi) 
was in respect of size, pose, and drapery a replica of the Buddha image R. ii. It was broken 
by the falling debris of its neighbour. The head, however, had been removed previously 
and has thus escaped destruction. As seen in Plate LXXXIII, it bears a different expression 
from that of R. ii ; the eyes are almost shut. The hair here, too, is richly curled ; traces of 
colouring about the eyelashes and of a pink tlka remain. R. vii, a colossal image and evidently 
a replica of R. i, was broken before excavation and could not be saved from complete collapse. 
This damage fortunately did not affect its neighbour R. viii. (see Fig. 62), a richly-robed figure, 
about 5 ft. 6 in. high originally, which was found without head or forearms. The robe leaves 
the right shoulder bare, and descends in ample folds which are arranged in conventional wave 
lines after the fashion described in R. ii. There were remains of a nimbus similar to that of R, ii 
and R. iv ; the whole figure retained a good deal of whitewash. 

The statues R. ix and R. x, which appear in the centre of Fig. 62, were replicas of R. i and 
preserved to above the waist. The wall space between them, about ft. broad, retained its 
original coating of plaster with remains of faded fresco decoration. A red-robed figure with 
a circular nimbus, which can be made out in the reproduction of Fig. 62, about 2-1 ft. high, 
appears in the centre; on its right a standing attendant and on its left a vertical row of four 
red lotuses could be faintly discerned. Above it there remained the badly effaced outlines of 
a small seated Buddha within an elliptical vesica, with traces of some still smaller haloed 
figures on its sides. The wall immediately to the right proper of R. x originally bore small 
frescoes arranged exactly like those on the left; but besides having badly faded, they had 
suffered from scratches and cuts apparently before the sand came to cover them up. On the 
extreme right proper, near the border of the large aureole of R. xii, the original decoration 
had been painted over, as one of the lotuses is now partly covered by a small fresco representing 
a seated Buddha, about 6 in. high and faintly visible in Fig. 63 above the left shoulder of the 
seated Buddha. The fact that the eyes of the painted figure are looking down towards the 
head of the seated image suggests that the latter itself may also have been a later addition. 

The seated Buddha (R. xi) is in several respects of special interest. The statue, which 
measures 3 ft. across the folded knees and 2 ft. 10 in, from its seat to the top of the head, 
is well-modelled, and bears a look of individual workmanship for which we search elsewhere in 
vain among this great array of replicas®. This is particularly noticeable in the face, the finely 
modelled features of which express a smile of resigned contentment. This agrees with the 
pose of the arms which, though found broken in the foreparts, manifestly rested folded in 
‘ Dhyanamudra’, the posture of ‘contemplation’. The head bears a flat crown of hair with 
a low top-knob. There appears to be no indication of a robe or garment of any kind, 
which suggests whether the artist’s intention may not have been to represent Gautama as 
practising austerities, while still a Bodhisattva. But the absence of any mark of emaciation, 
such as is indicated by well-known Gandhara representations of this stage in the future Buddha’s 
career, does not favour this assumption®. 

The whole figure appears to have been whitewashed. It had no nimbus or aureole; but 
the broken portion of a nimbus plaque (R. xi. i), similar in type to that of R. ii, yet differing 
in its cloud scroll (see Plate LXXXVII), was found placed over the left shoulder, no doubt 


® For a better reproduction of this image see the photo- ® See Foucher, VArl dtt GandMra, i. p. 379. 
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The adjoining colossal statue (R. v) was an exact replica of R. i, but preserved only to 
below the waist; it collapsed after having been exposed for a day. The next figure (R, vi) 
was in respect of size, pose, and drapery a replica of the Buddha image R. ii. It was broken 
by the falling debris of its neighbour. The head, however, had been removed previously 
and has thus escaped destruction. As seen in Plate LXXXIII, it bears a different expression 
from that of R. ii ; the eyes are almost shut. The hair here, too, is richly curled ; traces of 
colouring about the eyelashes and of a pink ilka remain. R. vii, a colossal image and evidently 
a replica of R. i, was broken before excavation and could not be saved from complete collapse. 
This damage fortunately did not affect its neighbour R. viii (see Fig. 62), a richly-robed figure, 
about 5 ft. 6 in. high originally, which was found without head or forearms. The robe leaves 
the right shoulder bare, and descends in ample folds which are arranged in conventional wave 
lines after the fashion described in R. ii. There were remains of a nimbus similar to that of R, ii 
and R. iv ; the whole figure retained a good deal of whitewash. 

The statues R. ix and R. x, which appear in the centre of Fig. 62, were replicas of R. i and 
preserved to above the waist. The wall space between them, about if ft. broad, retained its 
original coating of plaster with remains of faded fresco decoration. A red-robed figure with 
a circular nimbus, which can be made out in the reproduction of Fig. 62, about 2-| ft, high, 
appears in the centre; on its right a standing attendant and on its left a vertical row of four 
red lotuses could be faintly discerned. Above it there remained the badly effaced outlines of 
a small seated Buddha within an elliptical vesica, with traces of some still smaller haloed 
figures on its sides. The wall immediately to the right proper of R. x originally bore small 
frescoes arranged exactly like those on the left; but besides having badly faded, they had 
suffered from scratches and cuts apparently before the sand came to cover them up. On the 
extreme right proper, near the border of the large aureole of R. xii, the original decoration 
had been painted over, as one of the lotuses is now partly covered by a small fresco representing 
a seated Buddha, about 6 in, high and faintly visible in Fig, 63 above the left shoulder of the 
seated Buddha, The fact that the eyes of the painted figure are looking down towards the 
head of the seated image suggests that the latter itself may also have been a later addition. 

The seated Buddha (R. xi) is in several respects of special interest. The statue, which 
measures 3 ft. across the folded knees and 2 ft. 10 in. from its seat to the top of the head, 
is well-modelled, and bears a look of individual workmanship for which we search elsewhere in 
vain among this great array of replicas®. This is particularly noticeable in the face, the finely 
modelled features of which express a smile of resigned contentment. This agrees with the 
pose of the arms which, though found broken in the foreparts, manifestly rested folded in 
‘ Dhyanamudra', the posture of ‘contemplation’. The head bears a flat crown of hair with 
a low top-knob. There appears to be no indication of a robe or garment of any kind, 
which suggests whether the artist’s intention may not have been to represent Gautama as 
practising austerities, while still a Bodhisattva. But the absence of any mark of emaciation, 
such as is indicated by well-known Gandhara representations of this stage in tlie future Buddha’s 
career, does not favour this assumption®. 

The whole figure appears to have been whitewashed. It had no nimbus or aureole; but 
the broken portion of a nimbus plaque (R. xi. i), similar in type to that of R. ii, yet differing 
in its cloud scroll (see Plate LXXXVIl), was found placed over the left shoulder, no doubt 


* For a better reproduction of this image see the photo- ’ Sec Foudier, LArlJu GanJItJrij, i. p. 379- 
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by the hand of one of the pious who last visited the Vihara. In the same way a small broken 
Buddha 'figure, a replica of the reliefs filling the large aureoles of R, xii and R. xiii, was found 
placed against the right arm. Sculptured pieces which had fallen oif from the haloes of some 
other images had thus served for pious adornment, an observation made elsewhere in the ruined 
Vihara, and clearly showing that the decay of its relief decorations in friable clay must have 
begun long before the shrine was completely abandoned. More important was the finding Votive coin 
of three Chinese coins on the floor just below the base of R. xi. They were all wu-chu pieces ; deposits, 
and their position, when viewed in the light of subsequent discoveries of the same kind, leaves 
no doubt that they had been deposited as votive offerings. 

The adjoining south corner of the Vihara court was occupied by two colossal statues Reliefs of 
(R. xii and R. xiii), surrounded by very large ornamental vesicas and both exactly alike. The 
statues themselves had suffered much damage, and the portions from the waist downwards r. xii, xiii. 
which the excavation brought to light collapsed to about the knees, as seen in Figs. 63, 64. 

The carefully treated folds of the robes showed remains of a dark-red paint. The elliptical 
vesicas, measuring fully 7^ ft. across at their widest and enclosed by a relief border showing 
a lozenge diaper^®, were decorated with slanting rows, overlapping each other, of small Buddha 
figures. These were alike in pose, scale, and execution, but, as seen in the photographs, 
shown to different lengths, according to the exigencies of space. Those displayed down to 
the thighs measured about 14 in., the rest being shorter. The arrangement of individual 
figures in the rows on either side of the vesica does not seem to have been everywhere quite 
symmetrical. The figures actually found adhering to the wall were all exact replicas and 
evidently from the same mould. The same was the case with most of the small reliefs of 
this kind, of which many were found in the sand filling the corner, and which manifestly had 
broken off previously from the higher vesica segments’^. 

The specimen (R, xii. i) reproduced in Plate LXXXVI, shows the figure of a Buddha Small 
standing with the right hand raised in the ‘ Abhayapanimudra ’ attitude, as seen from other 
specimens, and the left on the chest, grasping loose drapery. A round nimbus appears behind 
the head, the latter showing the hair in simple curls with a top-knob. Traces of whitewash 
over a red wash appear on all these figures. Besides the latter, there turned up among the 
debris of the south corner some small stucco heads evidently also representing Buddhas, but 
differing in expression and modelling from R. xii. i and its replicas. Two types could be 
distinguished, and one of these was represented also among the small detached reliefs which 
I found placed near R, Ixx*®. It is difficult now to decide whether the stucco figures to 
which these heads belonged had formed part of no longer extant portions of the vesicas, or 
had only been placed there after removal from some other group of sculptures. The corner 
would have formed a likely place for collecting such disjecta membra of sacred images from 
other parts of the Vihara, and it is, perhaps, significant that a number of such detached pieces 
were found near the statues of the outside south corner (R. ixx-lxxiv). 

The sculptural decoration of ' the inner south-east wall-face, to the south of the '■/ate, 
showed great uniformity. It consisted mainly of a series of colossal statues (R. xiv, xv xv^ 
xvii, xviii, xix, xx, xxi, xxii, xxiii, xxv, xxvi), which appear to have been cf identical type, if =-c 
exact replicas. They had all suffered much decay, evidently ordzg zo inadequacy' cf 


“ For the description of a specimen piece, see R. 06 in 
list. 

“ See for such replica fragments, mostly damaged, R. i, 
04, 05, 07, on, 013, 017, 019. 
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sand cover which along this wall was only from 5 to 7 ft. in height, and several of the torsos 
collapsed after excavation. As seen in Plate XIV. a, b, c, the extant portions of these figures 
closely resemble the colossal Buddha images which were found along the same Avall-face nortli 
of the gate and are somewhat better preserved (R. xxix, x.xx, xxxi, xxxiii, .xxxiv, .xxxvi, xx.xviii. xl, 
xli; see Plates XIV. d, XV. a, b, c). Judging from the latter, we may safely assume Uiat the 
posture of all of them was the ‘ Abhayamudra '. From the colossal Buddhas on the south-west 
wall this series seems to have differed only in minor points, such as the bold out^vard sweep 
given to the drapery folds below, on the left proper (see e. g. R. xx, xxiii, xxiv, &c.), and the pose 
of the left hand, which, as shown in R. xxxvi, xl, and xli (see Plate XV. b, c), was probably a little 
more detached from the drapery of the robe. The height of the statues up to the navel appears to 
have been about 5 ft. A number of smaller reliefs found by their side probably represent later 
additions, perhaps donations of individual worshippers. R. xxii is a small male figure, found 
headless, surmounted by a plaque forming a nimbus after the fashion of that behind R. ii. 
R. xxiv. a (see Plate XIV. b) is a richly draped figure, also headless, measuring about 3 ft. to the 
neck, and probably representing a Bodhisattva. The folds of the robe below are arranged in wave 
lines, while remains of ornaments appear hanging from the neck and around the arms. 

As seen in Plate XIV. b, small broken Buddha figures, evidently replicas of those in the 
vesicas of R. xii, xiii, were found placed between or near the feet of several of the colossal 
images, as noted above in connexion with similar deposits near R. xi. In addition to these, 
three small plaques representing seated Buddhas were found near R. xxv. Two of them were 
replicas of the corresponding applignd reliefs in the nimbus of R. ii and R. iv. Tlie third 
(R. xxv. 3), measuring about 7 by 5 in., is a replica of R. 2 (see Plate LXXXII), a small but 
well-executed relief, found in the ddbris of the south corner, showing Buddha seated in the 
‘ Dhyanamudra ’ attitude with a small tree, evidently meant for a Jucus indica, behind the right 
shoulder. These tivo pieces are of particular interest as showing how closely the treatment 
of the drapery also in seated Buddha figures agrees with that of the corresponding Gandhara 
models. The good proportions of the features recall the best type of Gandhara work, as is easily 
realized on comparing this small plaque with Gandhara reliefs representing the same subject'^. 

The gate was flanked on either side on the inner wall-face by a pair of standing figures, 
worked almost in the round and about life-size, R. xxvii, xxviii (Plate XIV. c, d). These deserve 
special attention as the only images on the walls of the Vihara court which do not present 
themselves in tlie orthodo.x garb of Buddhas or Bodhisattvas. Though the upper portions of 
timir bodies had broken away and were recovered only in fragments, there can be no doubt 
as to their being intended to represent Dvdrapalas or ‘Guardians of the Gate'. It seems 
very probable that the four guardians at the Rawak Vihara gate, like those sculptured at tlie 
entrance of many a Buddhist shrine in India, were meant for Yak.sas, and in particular for 
the four Yaksa chiefs (Kubera, VirQcihaka, VirQpaksa, and Dlirtara^tra) who as LoLtpdlas or 
‘World protectors’ play so conspicuous a part in the Buddhist mythology of India, as well as ol 
Tibet and the Far East“. Buddhist iconography invari.ably gave to them, as to Yak^as 
generally, a wholly human and quasi-secular form, as we noted when identifying with Kubera 
the armed figure represented by the side of the main image in the small tcm(>Ie cella of D. ti 
at Dandan-Uiliq*'. It fully accords herewith that the figures at the Rawak gate exhibit 


“ See, e.g., Fouchcr, IJArl Ju GjndhJrj, p. 434, with 136 i-q. 

Fy. 213. ‘‘ Sec above, pp. 35s i-q. 

“ Comp, GrCinvvcdcl-Burgcjj, BuJJhitt Ctrl, pp. .*5 sq., 
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what was manifestly the customary dress of the period and the country, and this gives to them 
their special archaeological interest. 

The figure to the left proper in the group south of the gate (R. xxvii ; Plate XIV. c) is 
well preserved from the waist downwards, and is dressed in a double garment descending to 
the top of high and pointed boots. The latter still retain in parts their dark-red colouring. 
Of the lower coat only the edges laid in narrow frills are visible. The upper garment is 
decorated on the edges with a raised border showing wave line ornament, while in the middle 
between the legs descends a line of broad triangular pleats clearly visible in the reproduction. 
Hanging from the middle of the waist is shown a knife in a narrow scabbard. The figure 
nearest to the gate and turned slightly towards the entrance is similarly accoutred in a double 
garment with broad borders reaching to the top of the red-coloured boots. None of the 
garments retain any colouring. The folds of the coats are indicated by slightly hollowed 
lines. In front of this second image were found broken remains of a recumbent figure 
consisting of a lower portion partly embedded in the floor, a much-decayed torso, and 
a head. Both are seen in Plate XIV. c as held up by one of the labourers. The head 
was badly defaced; but features strikingly different from those of the sacred heads, such as 
broad protruding lips and a flat nose, could still be distinguished on it. The question suggests 
itself whether this figure, which seems to have been reclining against .the feet of the second 
Dvarapala, may not represent a demon, Kubera’s typical cognizance 

The Dvarapalas to the north of the gate (see Fig. 67, besides Plate XIV. d) differ In dress 
from the others mainly by showing bulging trousers tucked into boots, which, like the ‘ Charuks ’ 
worn nowadays, are wide at the top, with an ornamental border on their brim. The boots 
were originally coloured dark-red. The trousers are for the greater part hidden by two large 
coats hanging down from the waist, one above the other. The bands of embroidery marked 
in relief along the hem of the coats show elaborate patterns with small circlets and crochets 
and are still distinguishable in the original photographs. Below the edges of the upper 
garment of the figure near the entrance there remained traces of light-brown colouring. 

Between the feet of each of the two figures further away from the entrance were found 
small female busts, visible in Plate XIV, c, d and Fig. 67, and evidently identical. The one 

(R. xxvii. i) which could be removed without difficulty broke in transit to London, but its 

numerous fragments were successfully reunited by Mr. A. P. Ready of the British Museum. 
Plate LX XXV shows front and side views of the head and bust, both remarkable for graceful 
outlines and good modelling. The careful and easy treatment of the hair displayed by the 
side view deserves special notice, as well as the delicate proportions of the breasts. The 
upward tilt of the head seems an Indication that these small sculptures were intended to 

occupy the position in which they were found, and were not mere deposits from some other 

part of the shrine. In appearance they curiously recall the female figure which some well- 
known GandhSra reliefs, representing the scene of Gautama’s final departure from his palace, 
show rising from the ground between the feet of his horse Kanthaka^’. Whether this figure 
is to be interpreted as the goddess of the earth, according to Prof. Griinwedel’s ingenious 
conjecture, or otherwise to be accounted for, it is clear that our small sculptures can have 
only a very distant connexion with it. Perhaps they were meant for Yaksinis, inserted for 
the purpose of showing that the guardians whose feet they seem to support are Yaksa 
kings. 

See above, p. 253. Foucher, U Art du Gandhdra, i. pp. 337 sqq. 

See Griinwedel-Burgess, Buddhist art., pp. 100 sqq.; 
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Among the colossal statues which occupied the wall to the north of the gate and which 
have already been referred to, the one nearest to the group of Dvarapalas (R. xxix), showed 
on its knees remains of leaf-gold stuck on originally in several small patches. The largest 
of these, judging from the darkened colour of the plaster surface, seems to have measured 
about an inch square. I could not have wished for a better illustration of the quaint custom 
which Hsuan-tsang has recorded of the miracle-working Buddha figure of sandal-wood he saw 
at P‘i-mo. ‘Those who have any disease, according. to the part affected, cover the corresponding 
place on the statue with gold-leaf, and forthwith they are healed ’. May we .conclude from 
the number of gold-leaf plasters of which the marks remain on this Rawak image that it had 
enjoyed particular fame for healing power in affections of the knee? 

Near the feet of R. xxx was found a small headless figure in flat relief (see Plate XXXVI), 
representing probably a Buddha which had originally belonged to the decoration of some large 
vesica like that of R. xii, xiii, and had been transferred here. The pose was similar to, but 
not quite identical with, that of R. xii. i and its numerous replicas. Between the colossal 
statues the remaining cleared portion of the inner east wall-face also showed four smaller 
images (R. xxxii, xxxv, xxxvll, xxxix), all of them headless. The last and R. xxxv are replicas 
of a Bodhisattva, richly adorned with mani-strings over the half-uncovered breast. R, xxxvii 
(Plate XV. b) is also a Bodhisattva, bearing a large jewelled ornament on the breast and 
a richly decorated girdle knotted with large tassels in the centre. R. xxxv showed but scanty 
remains of drapery, and had a large piece of stucco of uncertain origin inserted in the place 
of the missing feet — evidently a rough attempt made by some of the last attendants of the 
shrine to preserve the mutilated figure from falling. 

The sculptures facing on the outside the portion of the south-east wall last described 
(R. xlii-xlvii) had, as Plates XV. d, XVI. a, b show, suffered far more damage than those lining 
its inner face. Of the two colossal statues (R. xlii, xliii) enough survived to show elaborate ■ 
and well-arranged drapery. Its folds retained a good deal of whitewash, and behind R. xlii 
the outlines of part of a painted aureole could still be discerned. The image adjoining (R. xliv) 
was found broken from above the knees, and the small standing figure by its side was also badly 
damaged. The large statue (R. xlv) could not be entirely cleared from fear of collapse; but 
its proportions and the manner in which the drapery is indicated on the part of the body exposed 
render it probable that it resembled the type represented by the majority of the colossal statues 
on the other portion of the outer south-east face. This is quite certain of the figure R. xlvii, 
which on its extant parts displays the pose of the left hand and the stiff vertical lines meant 
to indicate drapery folds falling over the lower limbs, which are characteristic of that group. 
R. xliv had collapsed before excavation, and the remainder of the wall space as far as the gate 
had not retained any of its sculptural decoration. The much decayed surfaces of the masonry 
within the gate and near it suggested that they may have originally been revetted with wood, 
which had caused them to be left without proper finish and plaster-covering. Between two small 
bricks on the right side of the entrance and about ft. above the ground was found a wti-c/m 
coin (see Plate LXXXIX. 17) showing very little wear, evidently a votive deposit. 

The reliefs flanking the gate to the left, i.e. towards the outer south corner of the quadrangle, 
were found completely broken, except for a small figure (R. xlviii), probably a Buddha, standing, 
with right breast uncovered. Its head, which had to be removed as it threatened to fall (see 
R. xlviii. I in list), is a replica of R. Ixxii. R. xlix (see Plate XVI. c, also Fig. 65), broken 
above the waist, is a colossal draped statue differing by its drapery, gathered in free folds, 

See above, p. 455: Mtmoirts, ii. p. 243 ; Beal, ii. p. 3-- 
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into the dress and pose. R. lx and Ixii have the right breast bare, while in R. Ivi and Iviii 
th^e robe is laid round both shoulders. The latter figure is of interest on account of the pose 
of the right arm which, instead of hanging down as in the pendants, is bent towards the breast 
within the fold of the robe, in a fashion which looks antique. This well-preserved' little imao-e 
also retains a dark-red paint on the robe, with plentiful dark spots distributed over it and 
the halo, apparently in a kind of rough pattern. The head, hands, neck, and feet are painted 
white. ^ 
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At the foot of R. Ixiv, a badly decayed large figure which may have belonged to the 
preceding group, a well-preserved wu-chti, coin was found. Next followed the much injured 
torso of a small image (R. Ixv), which, judged by the wave lines of the drapery, may have 
represented a Bodhisattva. The two adjoining colossal statues, R. Ixvi, Ixvii (see Plate XVII. 
c, d; Fig. 66), were preserved up to their necks, about 8 ft. from the ground, but could not 
be completely excavated, as their heavy masses of stucco threatened to collapse. Both had 
the right breast uncovered, and the right arm raised from the elbow. The robes retained much 
of the original paint, white on R. Ixvi and light red on R. Ixvii, which, together with the relative 
height of the preserved portions, suggested that these statues may possibly have been better 
sheltered than the rest on this wall until the drift-sand had sufficiently accumulated to protect 
the coloured stucco surfaces from atmospheric influences. 

R. Ixviii and R. Ixix (see Plate XVII. d) are colossal figures preserved only below the 
waist. Their drapery and the pose of the left hand show that they must have been modelled 
after the type represented by the previous group. Between the feet of tliese images, and 
leaning against their sides, were found small relief representations of Buddhas, measuring about 
I ft. from the waist, where they were all broken. They had evidently been removed from some 
other position, and closely resembled three other small figures of this size and type which were 
grouped near the feet of the adjoining large statue (R. Ixx). The latter, though badly injured 
above the knees, showed remains of an elaborately-draped robe in a rich red colour. The 
heads of the small Buddha figures at its feet (R. Ixx. i a, b, c) broke after excavation, but were 
removed without damage. They are well proportioned, and, as seen in Plate LXXXIV, retain 
distinct traces of the original colouring. The south corner of the outer wall-face was occupied 
by the colossal statue R. Ixxi (see Plate XVIII. a; Fig. 66), of which, besides the feet and 
drapery portions from the knees downwards, only a hand was found. 

On the south-west face outside there adjoined a small Buddha figure (R. Ixxii), about 2 ft. 

6 in. high (see Plate XVIII. b). Owing probably to the protection afforded by the colossal 
corner statue, which must have partly hidden it, this little image still showed the red coloui 
of its robe, crossed by white stripes, in good preservation. Its head, which had suffered damage 
before excavation, is reproduced in Plate LXXXVIII. The nimbus behind resembled that 
of R. ii, and some of its small plaques, representing seated Buddhas, will be found described in 
the list. An aureole formed by a cloud-scroll with fleur-de-lis ornaments descended from the 
nimbus. R. Ixxiii, a colossal statue, broken from the thigh, deserves notice on account of its 
drapery being marked only by shallow outlines, quite different from the deep folds indicated 
elsewhere. R. Ixxiv is a small Buddha figure of about the same size as R. ixxii, to which it 
seems to have formed a pendant. Its head, which broke off on clearing, is, however, of a 
different type, as seen in Plate LXXXIV. It is Avell proportioned; the hair is represented 
in a curious fashion by a series of closely-plaited bands passing from ear to ear. Besides a 
horseshoe nimbus behind the head the wall showed, by the side of R. Ixxxiv, a small plaque 
representing a seated Buddha like that found near R. x.xv. 
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Among the remaining images of the south-west face (see Plate XIII, b), which could be Remaining 
cleared before the slope of the dune rising westwards stopped excavation, R, Ixxv proved a 
replica of R, Ixxiii, preserving, like the latter, the original dark-red colour of the robe. R. Ixxvi west face, 
was found broken from the knees upwards; at its feet was placed a small Buddha figure 
resembling those discovered in a similar position near R. Ixx. On R, ixxvii, a large image 
standing about 6 ft 3 in. to the shoulders, the surface stucco had peeled off, and with it all 
indications of the drapery. R. Ixxviii, the last of the series, was a small Buddha figure without 
head, and poorly preserved, but apparently a replica of R. Ixxiv. 

We have now concluded the survey of the sculptural decorations of the enclosing quad- E.vteinal 
rangle as far as my excavations disclosed them. But there still remains to be noticed the relief 
work discovered on a thin wall of plaster which was brought to light near the south corner, corner. 
The extant portions run parallel to the south-east and south-west walls for about 20 ft. and 
32 ft. respectively, and at a distance of 9 ft. The thickness of this external wall was only 
about half a foot, and consequently but little survived of the stucco sculptures with which it 
had been decorated. No continuation of the wall could be traced either to the west or the 
east, and thus the question whether it once extended like an outer passage or gallery around 
the whole of the quadrangle cannot be definitely answered. In any case it may be assumed 
that it was connected with the main wall by a roofing, though no direct indication of the 
latter survived. 

The south-west portion of this wall was originally adorned with reliefs on both faces, but, Sculptural 
as seen in Fig. 66, very little remained of the outside statues. On the inside, too, only the 
lowest portions of the large standing figures (R. Ixxi.x, l.xx.xi, lxx.xiii), from the knees downwards, wall, 
were preserved. The drapery showed in each case close similarity to that of R. Ixxxv, seen 
on Plate XVIII. c, one of the two large reliefs which still remained on the south-west wall. 

The skirt-like appearance of what remained of the robes, with the rich folding in wave lines, 
suggests that the figures represented were Bodhisattvas. Special artistic interest attaches to 
the remains of the elaborate aureoles which, as seen on Plate XVIII. c, encircled these statues. 

They varied but little in details. Everywhere there was a border formed by a cloud-scroll, 
and within it a broad band showing small plaques of seated Buddhas or Bodhisattvas inserted 
between wreaths of a very graceful bead-ornament. The latter were gathered at Intervals into 
bunches surmounted by a fleur-de-lis. A second band of small seated Buddhas seems to have 
filled the space left between the highly ornamental border and the edges of the drapery. 

A number of the small plaques with figures seated within a lotus-petal vesica could be 
removed and will be found described in the list (see R. Ixxix. 1. a-c; Ixxxiv. i, 2; Ixxxv. i, 2); 
but owing to their very friable material and their thinness few escaped damage in transit. 

Plate LXXXVII shows two characteristic specimens. 

Of two small sculptures on the inside (R.. Ixxx, Ixxxii) little more than the feet and bases 
could be traced; the relief remnants beyond R. Ixxxv were also decayed beyond recognition. 

Of the figures traceable on the outer face of the south-east wall only R. xd retained a small 
portion of its vesica, showing that Its decoration was the same in design as that of the inside 
reliefs. 
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Section V. — THE DATE OF THE RAWAK REMAINS; THE JUMBE-KUM SITE 

The remains of the Rawak Vihara described in the preceding pages enable its better than 
any other ruins as yet explored in this region to realize what the plan and decorative aspect 
must have been of large Buddhist shrines in ancient Khotan. The affinity which the Rawak 
reliefs show in style and most details of execution with the Graeco-Buddhist sculptures of 
Gandhara is far closer than that we have had occasion to observe in the plastic remains brought 
to light elsewhere. These considerations make it all the more important to determine the 
period, if only within approximate limits, to which the ruined Vihara belongs. The fact of 
the Rawak sculptures approaching their Gandhara models much nearer than those of Dandan- 
Uiliq or Endere, and the total absence among them of any of those images with multiple 
limbs, &c., which characterize the later Pantheon of Northern Mahayana Buddhism, may at 
once be accepted as a proof that they are older. But beyond this it would scarcely be safe 
to draw any further chronological conclusion from the evidence of the artistic remains themselves, 
seeing how scanty our data are for the chronology of Graeco-Buddhist sculpture in Gandhara 
itself, and how little we know as yet of the historical development of its offshoot transplanted 
to Eastern Turkestan. 

It is difficult to say whether the chronological task before us would have been- facilitated 
if the Rawak sculptures had been worked in stone or some other more lasting material instead 
of friable stucco. In that case we might have been able, perhaps, to trace with more ease 
successive stages in the local development of this art. But, on the other hand, we could not 
have assumed as safely as we can in the case of the plaster reliefs that tire whole of this 
wealth of sculptural work must belong to approximately the same period. Large statues in 
friable day could not have lasted for many decades, and whatever repairs or restorations 
became necessary may reasonably be assumed to have been effected in accordance with the 
style prevailing at the time. Thus a certain uniformity in the sculptural decoration was likely 
to be maintained even if individual images or groups were put up at different periods. 

No epigraphical finds of any kind were made in the course of my excavations, nor has an}' 
discovery of manuscript materials ever been reported from this site. The moisture due to the 
vicinity of subsoil water, which, as we have seen, had caused the wooden framework of the 
statues, &c,, to rot away completely, was not likely to have spared any manuscripts or similar 
votive deposits, whether of wood, leather, paper, or textile fabric. It was hence particularly fortunate 
that I was able to secure in situ numismatic evidence of distinct chronological interest. I have 
already mentioned how, in clearing the pedestals of the statues R. xi, xxviii, Ixiv, the side-wall 
of the gate, and the mouldings at the foot of the Stupa base, we came again and again upon 
Chinese copper coins bearing the legend wu-c/iu. 

But still more conclusive evidence of the same kind was revealed when the base of what 
I take to have been a small Stupa, discovered near the inner south corner of the quadrangle 
(see Plate XL), came to be systematically cleared on April 17. On a platform 8 ft. square 
and I ft. high there rose a mass of brickwork thickly overlaid with plaster, measuring 6 ft. 
square and about 3 ft. high in its extant condition. The top was completely broken, and a 
little trench dug through from north to south showed that ‘ treasure-seekers ’, probably at an 
early period, had been at work here. The top of the platform, as well as the lower portions 
of the sides of tlie base proper, had been revetted with timber, probably of Terek wood, which 
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was unearthed in a completely rotten condition ^ Sticking between the plaster of the base on 
its four sides and the decayed wood of the boarding, at heights varying from if to 2 ft., 
were found numerous copper coins, which, as far as they have not suffered too much from 
oxidization, can all be recognized as wu-c/iu pieces. On the south side twelve complete coins 
were recovered, with numerous fragments of others ; on the east side fourteen, with some others 
which broke into fragments when I attempted to separate pieces which corrosion had stuck 
together. From the west came twenty-two, widi more fragments (for a specimen see Plate 
LXXXIX, 19), while twelve were discovered on the north face. There could be no doubt 
that they had been slipped into the places where they were found, through small interstices 

of the boarding, manifestly as votive offerings, just like the pieces previously discovered in 

small cavities below images and underneath plaster mouldings. 

Most of the coins are in good preservation, apart from the oxidization they have under- Type and 
gone, and do not show any marks of long circulation previous to their deposition. Only cohfs'found^ 
current coins are likely to have been used for such humble votive gifts ; and as no coin finds 
of a later type have come to my knowledge, we are justified in assuming that the latest 
known date of these coin-issues marks the lowest chronological limit for the abandonment of 
the shrine. This conclusion is supported by the evidence of the eighteen coins picked up by 

my men between the dunes near the ruins, ten of which bear the legend zuu-c/m, while the 

rest are small square-holed coins without legend. The great find, previously mentioned, of a 
pot full of wti-chu coins at an eroded spot about one mile to the south-east also agrees with it. 

The zuu-chu currency belongs properly to the period of the Former and Later Han Period of 
dynasties. The rule of tlie second extended from 25 to 220 a.d., but the issue of its coin ^ 

types appears to have continued in China up to the close of the fourth century, if not to the 
advent of the T'angs. It is thus difficult to determine the date when the current use of xvtt-cim 
coins, whether imported from China or locally coined, is likely to have ceased in Khotan. 

There remain, however, two significant negative observations to guide us. On the one hand, 
the fact of the numerous coin finds of the Rawak Vihara not comprising a single later piece 
makes it probable that the date of these votive deposits could not have been removed by 
many centuries from the period of the Later Hans, when the wii-c/m coinage was the recognized 
currency of the Chinese empire. On the other, the complete absence of Sino-Kharosthi pieces 
seems to preclude the assumption that the shrine had existed in the first centuries of our era. 

The absence among the votive deposits of the earliest Chinese coin type, that without legend, Approxi- 
points also in the same direction. Possibly the complete excavation of the Vihara may here- 
after provide a more definite indication of date. But combining what evidence is at present abandon- 
available in the coins, the style of the sculptures, and such minor antiquarian indications as 
may be derived from the constructive plan and the materials of the ruins, we can scarcely 
assert more than that the extant shrine must have been abandoned at some period between 
the third and seventh centuries of our era. 

At the commencement of the excavations I realized with regret that, owing to the extremely Removal of 
friable condition of the stucco and the difficulties of transport, the removal of the larger sculptures s^idptures 
was quite impracticable. Those pieces of the colossal images which were found already detached, impossible, 
such as portions of arms, edges of drapery, &c., usually broke when lifted, whatever care was 
used. An attempt to move the complete statues or torsos from their places without elaborate 

' A base revetted with timber in exactly the same Niya Site which is likely to have been a shrine ; see above, 
fashion was excavated in N. xvi, a small structure of the pp. 374 sq. 
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appliances, to improvise which I had neither time nor the technical means, would have meant- 
only Vandal destruction. In any case it would have been a practical impossibility to arrange 
for the safe transport of such loads over the mountains, whether to Europe or India. All that 
could be done in the case of these large sculptures was to bury them again safely in the sand 
after they had been photographed and described, and to trust that they would rest undisturbed 
under their protecting cover. Of the sculptural pieces already detached and of the smaller 
relief plaques, I succeeded in bringing away a considerable number as described in the list 
below 2. I felt greatly relieved when I found, on my arrival at Kashgar, and later also in 
London, that the great trouble and labour which the safe packing of these e.xtremely fragile 
objects had cost me, was rewarded by their having accomplished the long journey without any 
serious damage. 

By April i8 those portions of the Vihara had been explored which were not actually 
buried under sand-dunes. A careful examination of the surrounding area revealed no other 
structural remains; broken pottery found here and there between the swelling sand-dunes was 
the only trace left of what probably were modest dwelling-places in the vicinity of the great 
shrine. The sandstorms which visited us daily, and the increasing heat and glare, had made 
the work very trying to the men as well as to myself. It was manifestly time to withdraw 
from the desert. Before, however, leaving the ruins I took care to protect the sculptures of 
the quadrangle and the foot of the Stupa base by having the trenches which had exposed 
them completely filled up again. It was a melancholy duty to perform, strangely reminding 
me of a true burial. 

While it was still proceeding I took occasion to visit yumbe-ktim^ the only remaining 
desert site to the north-east of Khotan from which occasional finds had been reported to me 
by Turdi and others. I reached its southern edge after going about four miles to the north-east 
of Rawak. One mile of march had taken us out of the heavy sands surrounding the ruins, 
and the rest of the way led over low dunes amidst which tamarisks and young Toghrak 
shoots were growing in plenty. The site itself proved to be a debris-strewn Tati, with only 
the scantiest of structural remains. Not far from its southern edge I was taken to what 
Turdi had previously spoken of as a ‘Potai’. I found there a small mound of hard stamped 
loess, about 6 ft. high and some 15 ft. long, surmounted by a foundation of brick masonry, 
about 2 ft. high and much broken. It was quite impossible to ascertain the original shape and 
object of the structure that once stood here. The sun-dried bricks appeared to have measured 
about 19 by 14 in., Avith a height of 4 in. The ground for about half a mile around was 
plentifully covered Avith coarse broken crockery ; here three small and much Avorn copper coins 
Avithout legend Avere also picked up. 

The pottery ddbris ceased about half a mile to the north-east of the small mound and did 
not appear again until, continuing in that direction for about tAVO miles further, we neared 
Turdi’s ‘second Potai’. For the greater part of this distance the Kumush-covered Sai which 
comes from near Tam-oghil, undoubtedly an old river-bed, kept close on our right. About 
half-Avay a wii-chu coin Avas picked up by one of the men. The only conspicuous ruin of 
Jumbe-kwn or Jumbe-K aimak, as according to Turdi the site is also called^, proved to consist 
of a broken mass of masonry about 8 ft. high, Avhich seems to have formed originally a square 


’ Some larger fragments which had become detached, 
but for the safe transport of which the available means 
proved inadequate, were deposited at the foot of the small 
Stupa base and covered up Avith sand. 


’ Kalmak was said to be another name for the ‘ Kar.i- 
Khitai,’ whose memory still vaguely haunts Khotan tradi- 
tion ; for Jttmic no e.xplanation Avas given. 
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of about 24 ft. Near its approximate centre a shaft, about 3 ft. in diameter, had been sunk 
to the natural ground, undoubtedly by ‘ treasure-seekers ’. Owing to erosion of the surrounding 
ground, the ruin seems now to stand on a mound 7 to 8 ft. high. From the large quantity o£ 
broken bricks strewing the slopes of the latter and the ground close by, it appears probable 
that this square mass of masonry may have once served as the base of a small Stupa. The 
bricks, formed of fairly hard sun-dried loess, showed the same average dimensions as at the 
first small ruin. On none of them could I trace any mark. 

The general impression I gained was that the eroded site, which was said to cease not General 
far to the north of this structure, was of considerable antiquity. Being on the track of the 
woodcutters from Yurung-kash and the neighbouring tracts, it is often searched for any small 
objects which the winds may lay bare on the eroded loess surface. The only small antique 
said to have been obtained here which I was able to acquire at Yurung-kash is a terra-cotta 
handle (J. 001) enriched with an excellently moulded acanthus leaf In texture and eroded 
appearance it closely resembles some pieces said to have been brought from ‘Ak-sipil’, and not 
much dependence can be placed on its alleged origin. 

My visit to Jumbe-kum had sufficed to convince me that there were no remains there 
capable of excavation. Thus, when on April 19 I started from my Rawak camp back to 
Khotan in the midst of a violent sandstorm, soon followed .by a drenching downpour of rain, 

I had the satisfaction of knowing that the programme of my explorations in the desert was 
completed. 


SCULPTURES EXCAVATED AT THE RAWAK VIHARA. 


R. ii. I. Stucco relief Buddha head, approx, life-size. 

Red clay, orig. whitewashed over; black for eyelashes, 

• trace of red pka ; eyes nearly closed. Hair in rich curls ; 
small top-knob; small chin, ears elongated. lo" top- 
knob to below chin, 5^" ear to ear. Well-preserved, with 
hollow for wood frame (rotted). See PI. LXXXII. 

R. ii. 2. Stucco relief fragments, lo pieces. Red clay, 
traces of white and red washes. Portion of plaque form- 
ing halo above head of figure ; curve of perfect edge 
elliptical. Perfect edge bordered with cloud-scroll. Within 
this upper portion, seated Buddha, cross-legged, hands in 
lap, L. p. resting in palm of R. ; face indistinct ; ears 
elongated and pierced ; top-knob ; single robe ; nimbus at 
back of head ; the whole in vesica formed of lotus, centre 
of which is treated as rays. Top R.p. of figure a small 
lotus; below L. p. another. Immediately below figure 
double fleur-de-lis ornament, representing a Vajra ; below 
and to L. p. of this, small lotus. All ornaments applique. 
Portion re-united on restored background, ii^" high, 
74" across. Very friable. See PI. LXXXIII. 

R. ii. 3. Stucco relief fragments. 

a. Vesica with seated Buddha. Replica R. ii. 2. 

b. Similar to a. See PI. LXXXVII. 

R. iv. I. Stucco relief; head of Bodbisattva, over 
life-size. Red clay, orig. colour-washed ; white eyeballs ; 
■ traces of black eyelashes, and dark colour on lips. Single 
long ringlet of hair in front of each ear. Ears well 
modelled, elongated, and slit ; eyes partly closed ; small 


nose, mouth, and chin. On left of head passing over R. ii-xi. 
L. ear, ornamental band, with jewel; R. missing. Top 
of head broken away, lo^" from below chin upwards, 

8" ear to ear. Hollow for wood frame (rotted) and 
broken at back. Very friable. See PI. LXXXI. 

R. vi. Stucco relief head of Bodhisattva, life-size. 

Red clay, orig. red-washed; white eyeballs and traces 
of black eyelashes, and dark colour on lips. Pink tika ; 
eyes almost shut; small nose, mouth, and chin; hair rich, 
curled; ears elongated (broken). Top and back of head 
broken. Hollow for frame. 9" from top of head to below 
chin, 64" between ears. Friable. See PI. LXXXIII. 

R. xi. I. Stucco relief fragments ; 4 principal pieces. 

Replica of portion of R. ii. 2, but cloud-scrolls much more 
elaborate; petals forming outer ray of vesiea more elabo- 
rate ; vesica much broken. Vajra and small lotuses 
(excepting one) absent. Size of vesica 3I" x 2^". Cloud- 
scroll 4 "x 24". Lotus fragment i-|"xi 4 ^. Portion ot 
cloud-scroll i|" X 1-4". Very friable. See PI. LXXXVII. 

R. xii. I. Stucco relief figure of Buddha, from vesica. 

Red clay; traces of whitewash over red-wash all over. 

Standing male figure ; portion below middle of thighs 
missing. Single, flowing robe. R. p. hand raised 
(broken), L. p. hand raised to chest grasping loose 
drapery. Head resting against nimbus. Eyes small ; 
nose broad; ears slightly elongated. Hair simple, with 
top-knob. Height 13-4". Width below shoulders 6". 

Friable. See PI. LXXXVI. 
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R. xii. 2. Stucco relief fragment, in 2 pieces. Replica 
R. xii. I. Red clay, traces of white and red. Height 
9f", width 6-|-". Very friable. 

R. xii. 3. Stucco relief fragment, in several pieces. 
Replica R. xii. i. Red clay, coloured. Very friable. 

R. XXV. I. Stucco relief fragments. Replica R. ii. i ; 
outer ray of vesica missing. 

R. XXV. 2. Stucco relief fragments. Replica R. ii. i, 
broken into many pieces. Very friable. 

R. XXV. 3. Stucco relief, seated Buddha, in 2 pieces. 
Replica R. 2, but without tree. Red clay, red- washed. 
7" X 5" 

R. xxvii. I. Stucco relief, female head and bust in 
many fragments (re-united at British Museum). Red 
clay, with traces of whitewash. Shape of face a full oval, 
but in re-uniting the fragments the proper and original 
symmetry of outline has been rather lost. Features small; 
nose destroyed; depression for eye-pupil; ears slightly 
elongated ; hair long and waved, passing gracefully right 
and left from beneath a jewelled tiara and falling in full 
masses over upper parts of ears and round to back of 
neck. Hair at top of head loosely ‘ bunched.’ Back of 
head presents a flat surface, where it has been attached 
to a wall. The neck is rather short (as restored) and 
thick. The breasts are delicate and small — smaller than 
is usual even in Northern Indian sculptures — and well- 
placed, excepting that they are rather high. Shoulders 
and bust draped. The tilt of the head should be rather 
more upward than is shown in the reconstruction. Height 
8|", width at shoulders 7". See PI. LXXXV. 

R. xxix. I, Pieces of gold-leaf, two, stuck orig. to 
L. and R. knee of statue R. xxix. 

R. XXX. I. Stucco relief, standing figure, fragments 
probably from vesica. Red clay, traces of whitewash on 
hands and drapery round neck. Trace of red paint on 
L. p. hand. L. p. hand lowered at side, R. p. hand raised 
to chest open, palm outwards. Head and legs below 
knees missing. Single long robe. Hole pierced through 
for fixing. Height 12^", width below shoulders 6^"- 
Roughly modelled. Friable. See PI. LXXXVI. 

R, xlviii. I. Stucco relief ; head of Buddha ; fragment 
in many pieces. About -| life-size. Replica R, bcxii. r. 
Red clay; traces of white in eyes. Nose broken; top- 
knob missing, much of the hair flaked away. Ears 
elongated, slit; hair in narrow wavy fillets across head. 
Very friable. 

R. Ixx. I. a. Stucco relief ; head of Buddha. Red clay, 
whitewashed ; red contour lines ; black eyelashes and pupils. 
Top-knob to chin 4^", between ears 3^'. Colour in good 
preservation. See PI. LXXXIV. 

R, Ixx. I. b. Stucco relief; head of Buddha ; fragment. 
Replica R. Ixx. i. c. Traces of colour (white, red, black). 
Sj" from top-knob to below chin, 3^" between ears. Very 
friable. 
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R. Ixx. I. c. Stucco relief; head of Buddha. Red clay, 
traces of whitewash and red contour lines. Eyes half-closed ; 
features well-proportioned; elongated ears, lobes curved 
outwards; two deep folds running round neck; hair not 
modelled, giving appearance of skull-cap with top-knob. 
4T' top-knob to below chin, between ears. See 
PI. LXXXIV. 

R. Ixxil. I. Stucco relief; head of Buddha with neck; 
fragment. Red clay, whitewashed. Eyes nearly closed; 
nose (broken) and mouth small; ears elongated, lobes 
broken off. Hair simple, much broken ; neck, two deep 
wrinkles. Holiow for wood frame. 6|" from end of 
neck to top of head, 4I" between ears. Friable. See 
PI. LXXXVIII. 

R. Ixxii. 2. a. Stucco relief fragments; 2 pieces. 
Replica R. l-x.vxiv. i. Red clay, traces of whitewash. 
Seated male figure, legs crossed ; hands in lap ; turbaned ; 
ornaments in elongated ears. Garment dholi ; nude above 
middle; neck ornaments. Nimbus at back of head. 
Remains of vesica under legs. L. p. knee and elbow 
missing. 4" high, 2J" wide at knees. Very friable. 

R. Ixxii. 2. b. Stucco relief fragment in many pieces. 
Seated Buddha with nimbus, vesica broken. Replica 
R. ii. 2. Red clay, traces of whitewash, 

Friable. 

R. Ixxii. 2. c. Stucco relief fragment. Replica R. 
Ixxxiv. 2. a. Red clay. Much worn, but vesica intact. 
3f"X3r- 

R. Ixxiv. I. Stucco relief fragment; head of Buddha. 
Red clay, traces of whitewash, black pupils to eyes, red 
contour line visible on R. p. wing of nose. Eyes long, 
half-closed. Nose, mouth and chin delicate and well- 
proportioned. Ears broken away. Hair a series of closely- 
plaited bands commencing forward of ears, each band 
passing from side to side of head over top. Top-knob 
consists of similar bands wound horizontally. Hollow for 
wood frame (rotted). 6^" from top-knob to below chin. 
32'’’ at level of ears. Friable. See PI. LXXXIV. 

R. Ixxix. I. a. Stucco relief fragment. Replica R. ii. 2. 
Part of outer ra}' broken. Face broken. Figure sealed . 
on bracket. Red clay. 

R. Ixxix. I. b. Stucco relief fragment, Replica R. ii. 2. 
Portion of outer ray broken ; face gone. Red clay. 

sFxsi"- 

R. Ixxix. I. c. Stucco relief fragment. Replica of R. ii. 2. 
Hands of figure coveted by drapery, also feet. 3" x 3". 
Friable. 

R, Ixxxiv, I. Stucco relief fragment (much broken). 
Replica R. Ixxii. a. Red clay. Seated figure, cross-legged, 
both feet exposed. Hands, palm to palm resting in lap. 
Garment, dhoti. Upper part of figure nude with the 
exception of ornament ; on each upper arm large armlets 
of lotus pattern; at wrists, bracelets; in ears, heavy 
ornaments. Ornamented turban having long streamers 
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crimped end depending over each shoulder, with fringe 
at end ; and folds of drapery resting on front of shoulders. 
Nimbus at head ; portion of vesica. Height from feet to 
turban 31 ", between knees aj-'lepprox.). SeePl.LXXXVII. 

R. Ixxxiv. 2. a. Stucco relief fragment, in 3 pieces. 

, Red clay, coloured rich red-wash. Replica R. ii. 2, but 
hands clasped holding end of drapery (?) raised towards 
chest. R. p. foot exposed. R. p. shoulder and breast 
bare and R. p. arm. Lotus petals very richly modelled. 
3^' wide, 3^" high. Very friable. See PI. LXXXVII. 

R. Ixxxiv. a. b. Stucco relief fragment, in several 
pieces. Replica R. Ixxxiv. a. 3-1' x 3^". 

R. Ixxxv. I. Stucco relief fragment, in 2 pieces. 
Replica R. ii. 2. 4''X4''. 

R. Ixxxv. 2. Stucco relief fragment, in many pieces. 
Replica R. ii. 2. 4^* high, 4^" across (approx.). Friable. 

R. I. Stucco relief figure, fragment. Replica R. xii. r, 
from S. corner. Red clay, traces of white and red washes. 
Head, legs, and L. p. arm missing. Flowing single 
robe, open to show R. p. forearm. R. p. hand raised, 
palm outwards. 6^* height of fragment, 5 ^" width at 
shoulders. Very friable. 

R. 2. Stucco relief, seated Buddha, in 2 pieces, from 
S. comer. Red clay. Single flowing robe j hands in lap. 
L. p. resting in palm of R. p. Ears elongated ; eyes 
drooped in meditation. Features (damaged) well propor- 
tioned. Hair (damaged) with top-knob. Nimbus. Small 
tree grows behind R. p. shoulder. Low pedestal under 
figure. from top of nimbus to bottom of pedestal. 
5" between knees. Friable. See PI. LXXXII. 

R. 3. Stucco relief, head of Buddha; fragment. 
Replica, R. Ixx. i b, from S. corner. 4" from top-knob 
to below chin. 3' between ears. 

[R. 01-019. Stucco reliefs from inner S. corner.] 

R. 01. Stucco relief, head of Buddha; fragment. 
Replica R. 02. Red clay, red-washed, traces of white in 
eyes. Eyes small; depression for pupils. Hair simple; 
top-knob broken away. Fairly large nose, mouth, and 
chin. Ears slightly elongated, R. ear slit. 3^" chin to 
top-knob, 3" between ears. Friable. 

R. 02. Stucco relief, head of Buddha; fragment. 

Replica R. or. Red clay, traces of whitewash over red- 
, wash. Eyes small, nose and mouth well-proportioned. 
Ears slightly elongated; L. ear slit. Hair simple; top- 
knob broken, top of head to below chin, 3" between 
ears. Friable. 

R. 03. Stucco relief, head of Buddha; fragment. 
Replica R. Ixx. i. b. Red clay; traces of red-wash; 
white in eyes; depression for pupil. All features well- 
proportioned. Ears slightly elongated; R. p. slit, L. 
broken. R. of face damaged. 4J" top-knob to below 
chin, 31 -' between ears. Friable. 


R. 04. Stucco relief figure, standing Buddha, in several R. Ixxxiv- 
fragments, incomplete. Replica R. xii. i. Red clay, 013. 
traces of red-wash over drapery, white on hands. , Head 
and portion below knees missing. Single flowing robe ’ 
open to expose R. p. forearm. R. p. hand raised palm 
outwards. L. p. hand raised to chest grasping loose 
drapery. SJ" neck to broken knees, 63' (approx.) at 
shoulders. Very friable. 

R. 05. Stucco relief ; figure of standing Buddha, in two 
fragments; incomplete. Replica R. xii. i. Red clay, 
traces of white and red washes. Head, L. p. elbow, and 
lower portion from above knees missing. Single flowing 
robe open to expose R. p. forearm. Loose end thrown 
over L. p. shoulder. R. p. forearm raised, hand missing, 

L. p. hand raised to chest grasping loose drapery. Height 
9"; width below shoulders 5^" (approx.). 

R. 06. Stucco relief fragment. Portion of vesica 
border, curved in section. Red clay, traces of whitewash. 

Incised ornament consisting of lines crossing diagonally, 
forming a lozenge diaper, each lozenge having an incised 
line running from lower angle vertically towards top angle 
but stopping short; giving an additional effect of light 
and shade. Lozenge diaper terminated at top by a fillet 
moulding formed by incising two parallel horizontal lines 
apart. Hollow for wood frame (perished). Length 
(direction of axis) 5^'; diameter in widest section 3-|'. 

Friable. 

R. 07. Stucco relief figure. In many fragments, in- 
complete. Replica R. xii. r. Red clay, traces of white- 
wash, and red contour lines. Head and portion from 
knees downwards missing. Flowing single robe, loose 
end thrown over L. p. shoulder. Open to show right 
forearm. R. p. forearm raised (broken). L. p. hand 
raised on chest grasping loose drapery. Height (approx.) 

9'; width 6 ". Very friable. 

R. 08. Stucco relief fragment, in 2 pieces. Replica 
R. ii. 2, but no trace of whitewash ; small lotuses absent. 

See PI. LXXXVII. 

R, 09. Stucco relief fragments. Replica, portion of 
cloud R. xi. I. Principal piece 3'x 2". Very friable. 

R. 010. Stucco relief fragment. Red clay. Portion 
of band ornament; two half-lotuses. 2|-"xi^'. Friable. 

See PI. LXXXVII. 

R. on. Stucco relief fragments. Red clay, traces of 
red and white wash. Two right hands and wrists, raised 
and turned palm outwards, from replicas R. xii. i. Drapery 
falls from wrists. Length of hands 2 ^". 

R. 012. Stucco relief fragments ; 2 pieces. Red clay, 
traces of whitewash. Replica R. ii. 2, much damaged. 

3^" high, 3' wide. Friable. 

R. 013. Stucco relief fragments, several pieces. Red 
clay, traces of white and red wash. Replica R. xii. i. 

Head missing and all below middle. Height 6", width 
below shoulders 6 " (approx.). Very friable. 
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R. 014. Stucco relief, head of Buddha ; fragment in 

3 pieces. Red clay, traces of white and red wash. 
Replica R. or. Portion of nimbus to R. p. of head 
intact. Both ears represented as pierced. Top-knob to 
chin 4^", between ears 3". Friable. 

R. 015. Stucco relief, head of Buddha, fragments ; 

4 pieces. Red clay, traces of whitewash and red contours. 
Replica R. 01. Parts of nimbus remain. Friable, 

R. 016. Stucco relief, head of Buddha, fragment in 
2 pieces. Red clay, traces of white and red wash. Replica 


R. or. L. p. ear missing. Portions of nimbus. Top- 
knob to chin 4 J", ear to side of face af". Friable. 

R. 017. Stucco relief figure, in a fragments, incom- 
plete. Standing Buddha; replica R. xil r. Red clay, 
traces of white and red wash all over. Portion from 
middle downwards missing. 12* from top of nimbus 
downwards, 5^" below shoulders. Friable. 

R. org. Stucco relief figure, fragment. Standing 
Buddha; replica R. xii. i. Red clay, traces of red and 
white wash. lol" high, 6^" across shoulders. Friable. 


OBJECTS FROM RAWAK. 


R. 001. Fragments of terra-cotta vessels, from ground 
near Vihara. 

a. Fine clay, smoothed outside. 4" x 1^". b. Coarse 
clay. 2" X i-|". c. Coarse clay, smoothed outside. 2" 

X ly. d. Very coarse clay. 2^" x 

R. 002. Piece of sandstone, drilled at one end. Pro- 
bably a plummet. Found near Rawak Vihara. 3I" 

Xxg . 

POTTERY FROM 

J. 001. Fragment of terra-cotta handle, said to have 
been found at Jumbe-kum; enriched with an admirably 
moulded acanthus leaf, quite in Gandhara style. The 
clay has the same rich colour, and the same curious 
eroded appearance as A. 00 1, A. 006. Height 2", width 


R. 003. Gold split ring; probably an earring. Pur- 
chased at Khotan. The ring is of round wire, and has 
two settings for jewels— one opposite the split, and the 
other at 90° with it, so that if the ring were in the ear, 
one jewel would be pendant and the other directed for- 
ward. Settings very neatly made. See PI. LI. 


JUMBE-KUM. 

J. 002. Fragments of terra-cotta vessels, found at 
• Jumbe-kum. Various tints; coarse. Two of them deco- 
rated with roughly-incised patterns, a. Dark grey. 2^" 
X if", b-d. Dull red inside, Khaki outside, af" X if", 
i|"xi|", i|"xf", resp. 
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DEPARTURE FROM KHOTAN 


Section I.— ISLAM AKHUN AND HIS FORGERIES 


The eight days’ halt that followed my return to Khotan had to be passed by me within Halt at 
doors for most of the time, and partly in bed, owing to an attack of bronchitis, brought on Khotan. 
by the exposure of the last weeks in the desert. But the arrangement of my collections, their 
partial repacking, and the endless little agenda which accumulate after a long season of camp 
work, kept me so busy that this involuntary confinement was scarcely realized by myself. On 
the morning after my arrival I still felt well enough to call on Pan Darin, who received me 
at his Ya-mfin like an old friend, and, as I imagined, somewhat like a fellow-scholar. Much 
I had to tell him of my excavations and the finds which had rewarded them. When next 
day the old Amban came to return the visit I had ready a little representative exhibition of 
my antiques to satisfy his curiosity. I knew the Mandarin to be a man of learning and 
thoroughly well versed in Chinese history. Nevertheless I was surprised by the historical and 
critical sense displayed in the questions he put to me regarding the relative age, the import 
and character of the multifarious ancient documents I had discovered. I felt almost in com- 
pany of a colleague, and the instinctive comprehension shown by him for my palaeographical 
and archaeological arguments made me forget for moments the irksome circumlocution and 
confusion involved in conversation through a not over-intelligent interpreter. 

Though the explorations which the learned Amban’s unwearying help had done so much Inquiry 
to render successful had now been concluded, I still needed his co-operation in view of a curious 

• « <««• • 1 r 1 Aloo. Ill 

semi-antiquanan, semi-judicial inquiry which it was important to effect before leaving Khotan. ‘unknown 
Its success has been greeted with no small satisfaction by fellow-scholars in Europe, besides characters’, 
greatly amusing me at the time. It enabled me to clear up the last doubts as to the strange 
manuscripts and ‘block-prints’ in ‘unknown characters’ which had since 1895 been purchased 
from Khotan in remarkable numbers, and which not only figured conspicuously in the ‘ British 
Collection of antiquities from Central Asia ’ formed at Calcutta, but had found their way also 
to public collections in London, Paris, St. Petersburg, and probably elsewhere. Seeing that the 
first publication of the result of my inquiry sufficed to rid research of this embarras of forged 
riches, I need scarcely regret that limitations of space and time, together with my distance 
from the collections referred to, now prevent me from attempting either a bibliography of these 
remarkable acquisitions or a review of the learned endeavours which had been devoted to their 
analysis and decipherment. But a record of my inquiry which resulted in this ddnotiement may 
well find a place here, even though it can only by fewr details supplement the facts published 
elsewhere k 

I have already had occasion to describe how, on my march to Khotan in the autumn. Previous 

I had vainly endeavoured to locate the sites where many of the manuscripts and ‘ block- suspicions 
^ of forgeries. 

‘ See Preliminary Report, pp. 64 sqq.; Ruins of Khotan, ' -pp. 471 sqq. 
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prints’ in a variety of ‘unknown’ characters were alleged to have been found, of which 
Dr, Hoernle, between 1897 and 1899, published descriptions I In regard to these acquisitions, 
sold in steadily increasing numbers from Khotan, the suspicion of forgery had before presented itself 
to some of the Europeans resident at Kashgar, as well as to competent scholars But evidence 
was wanting to substantiate it, and in the meantime these strange texts continued to be edited 
and to form a subject of learned investigation. On my first arrival at Khotan I had naturally 
been on the look-out for such 'old books’; but offers in this article were then surprisingly 
scanty, and curiously enough the very first ‘old book' that was then shown to me supplied 
unmistakable proof of forgery. Hearing of my arrival, a Russian Armenian from Kokand 
brought to me for inspection a manuscript on birch-bark, consisting of some ten ragged leaves 
covered with an 'unknown' script, and folded up into ‘forms’. He had bought it for forty 
roubles, undoubtedly as a commercial speculation, and now wished to have his treasure properly 
appraised. 

I saw at once that the birch-bark leaves, consisting each of a single thin layer, had never 
received the treatment which, as all old Bhurja codices known to me from Kashmir show, was 
needed to make the material suited for permanent record. Nor had the forger attempted to 
reproduce the special ink required for writing on birch-bark. So when I applied the 'water- 
test ’, in accordance with what experience in Kashmir had taught me, the touch of a wet finger 
sufficed to take away the queer ‘unknown characters’ both written and ‘block-printed’. It 
was significant that the ‘ printed matter ’ of this manifest forgery, specially abundant on the 
margins, showed a very close resemblance to the formulas of certain ‘ block-prints ’ published 
by Dr. Hoernle ^ The inquiries made at the time indicated a close connexion between Ibrahim 
Mulla, the person from whom the Armenian had purchased the leaves, and Islam Akhun, the 
‘treasure-seeker’, whose alleged places of discovery I had vainly attempted to locate about 
GOma. Local rumour, in fact, credited Islam Akhun with having worked a small factory for 
the production of ‘ old books But at that time he was keeping away from Khotan, and there 
were reasons for postponing investigations about him. 

The grave suspicions which these local inquiries had led me to entertain about the 
genuineness of all these ‘ old books ’ in ' unknown characters ’ had been strengthened almost to 
certainty by my explorations of the winter. Ample as were the manuscript materials which 
the latter had yielded, and in spite of the great variety of languages and scripts represented 
among them (KharosthI, Indian Brahml, Central-Asian Brahml, Tibetan, Chinese, and Hebrew), 

I had failed to trace the smallest scrap of writing in ‘ unknown characters The actual condi- 
tions of the sites explored also differed entirely from the conditions under which those queer 
‘old books’ were alleged to have been discovered. There was good reason to believe that 
Islam Akhun, to whom it was possible to trace most of these manuscripts and block-prints that 
had been purchased on behalf of the Indian Government during the years 1895—98, was 
directly concerned in the forgeries. He stayed away from Khotan during my first visits. He 
had been punished some time before on account of other impositions which Captain Deasy and 
Mr. Macartney had brought to the notice of the Khotan Ya-men, and he evidently did not 
think it safe to attempt further deception in my case. I had no reason to regret the wide 
berth which Islam AkhQn had given me while I was engaged in my archaeological work about 
Khotan and at the ancient sites of the desert. But now, when the antiquarian evidence as to 
the true character of those remarkable literary relics in ‘ unknown characters was practically 


* See Report on C,-A, an/., i. Pis. V— VII, IX— XI, XIII, &c. 


’ See above, pp. lOo sqq. 

’ Comp. Hoernle, Report on C,-A. ant., i. pp. 57 sqq. 
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complete, and my departure near at hand, I was anxious for a personal examination of that 
enterprising individual whose productions had engaged so nutcli learned attention in Europe 
and India. 

Pan Darin, to whom I confidcnlially communicated my wish to get hold of Islam AkhCin, Ancst o( 
readily granted his assistance. As an attempt on the part of Islam AkhOn to abscond was by 
no means improbable, and as time was getting short. I took care to impress the Mandarin with 
the necessity for prompt and discreet action. Nor did he disappoint me in tlicse respects ; for 
on the morning of April 25 Islam AkhOn (see Fig. 71) was duly produced from Chira, where 
he had been practising as a ‘ I.Iakim ' during the previous winter. He scarcely anticipated 
being ‘wanted’ now, as when passing ihrottgh Chira .some three weeks before I had purposely 
refrained from making any inquiries about him. The Peg who c.scorted him brought also a 
motley collection of papers, which had been seized partly in hslam Akhfln’s possession and 
partly in his Khotan house, and which on examination proved rather curious. Tlicy were sheets 
of artificially discoloured paper, covered with impressions of the same elaborate formulas in 
‘ unknown characters ' that appeared in some of the last batches of ‘ ancient block-prints ' which 
had been sold in Kfushgar A manuscript leaf, also in ' unknown characters had evidently 
remained over from the earlier manufacture when the forger was .still content to work by mere 
writing *. 

The examination of this versatile individual proved a protracted affair, and tlirough two First c.\-- 
long days I felt as if breathing the atmosphere of an Indian judicial court. When first arraigned 
in my improvised ‘Cutchery', Islam Akhnn readily and with contrite mien confessed his guilt Akhrm. 
in having in 1S9S obtained money from Padruddln Khan, the Afghan Ak-sakal, by a forged 
note purporting to be in Captain Dca.sy’s handwriting’. But in the matter of tiic ‘old books' 
he for a long time protested complete innocence. He pretended to have acted merely a.s the 
Kashgar sale agent for certain ixirsons at Khotan, since dead or absconded, who, rightly or 
wrongly, told him that they had picked them up in the desert. When he found how mucli 
such ‘old books' were appreciated by Europeans he asked those persons to find more. This 
they did ; whereupon he took their finds to Kashgar, &c. Now, he lamented, he was left 
alone to bear the onus of the fraud — if such it was. Muhammad Tarl, one of those who 
gave the ‘books’, had previously run away to Yarkand; Muhammad Siddlq, the Mulia, had 
absconded towards Ak-su ; and a third of the band had e.scapcd from all trouble by dying. 

It was a cleverly dcvi.scd line of defence, and Islam Akhfln clung to it w'ith great consistency Prolonged 
and with the warine.ss of a man who has had unpleasant e.\'pericnce of the ways of the law. 

I had thought it right to tell him from the first that I w'os not going to proceed against him ° 
at the Amban’s Ya-men in the matter of these happily ended forgeries ; for I was aware that 
such a step, in accordance with Chinese procedure, might at one stage or other lead to the 
application of some effective means of persuasion, i.e, torture. This, of course, I would not 
countenance; nor could a confession as its eventual result be to me of any value. Whether 
it was from Islam AkhQn’s reliance on these scruples of mine, or from his knowledge that direct 
evidence could not easily be produced within the short time available before my departure, 
two long cross-examinations, in the interval of which I had Islam Akhun's wants hospitably 
looked to by my own men, failed to bring a solution. However, in the course of his long 

‘ For a detailed description of those block-prints wiiich * See for specimens of these written productions, 

had found their way into the collection formed at Calcutta, Hoernle, • Three further collections of ancient manuscripts,’ 
see Hoernle, Rtport on C.-A. an!,, i. pp. .<3-110, with in /./I -S'. A, 1897, pp. 250 sqq. with Pis. XI-XX. 

Pis. V-XVllI. ' See above, p. 102, note 14. 
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protestations of complete innocence, Islam Akhun introduced a denial which seemed to offer 
some cliance of catching my wary defendant. He emphatically denied having seen any of the 
alleged fmd-places himself, in fact having ever personally visited any ancient site in the desert. 

I had purposely refrained at the time from showing any special interest in this far-reaching 
disclaimer. Consequently I had no difficulty in inducing him to repeat it with still more 
emphasis and in the presence of numerous witnesses when he was brought up ‘on remand’ 
for a tliird time. Whether encouraged by the success he thought to have scored so far, or 
by the forbearing treatment I had accorded to him, it was evident that the sly, restless-looking 
fellow was for the time being off his guard. So I promptly confronted him, from the detailed 
account printed in Dr. Hoernle’s Jiepori^, with an exact reproduction of the elaborate stories 
which he had told, in the course of depositions made before Mr. Macartney in connexion with 
different sales of ‘ old books ', about his alleged journeys and discoveries in the Taklamakan 
during the years 1895-98. 

The effect was most striking. Islam Akhun was wholly unprepared for the fact tliat his 
lies told years before, with so much seeming accuracy of topographical and otlier details, had 
received the honour of permanent record in a scientific report to Government. Hearing them 
now read out by me in re-translation, he was tlioroughly startled and confused. He appeared 
also greatly impressed by the fact that, with the help of the exact information recorded by 
Dr. Hoernle from the reports of Mr. Macartney and Captain Godfrey’, I could enlighten 
him as to wliat ‘ old books ’ lie had sold at Kashgar on particular occasions, what remarkable 
statements he had made about the manner of their discovery by himself, &c. He was intelligent 
enough to realize that he stood self-convicted, and that nothing was to be gained by further 
protestations of innocence. He now admitted that he had seen manuscripts being written by 
his above-named employers {rede accomplices) at a deserted Mazar near Sampula. Little by 
little his admissions became more detailed; and ultimately, when assured that no further 
punishment awaited him, he made a clean breast of it. 

Islam Akhun’s subsequent confessions proved perfectly correct on many important particulars 
when checked from the records reproduced by Dr. Hoernle^’, as ■well as from the evidence of 
a number of independent witnesses. He showed himself to be possessed of an excellent memorj', 
and readily recognized among the fine photogravure plates accompanying Dr. Hoernle’s Report 
those representing specimen pages from tlie ‘block- printed’ books in ‘unknown characters’ 
which formed his own manufacture. He had, previous to 1894, been engaged at times in 
collecting coins, seals, and similar antiques from Khotan villages- About that time he learned 
from Badruddin Khan and other Afghan traders of the value which the ‘Sahibs' from India 
attached to ancient manuscripts. Genuine scraps of such had indeed been unearthed by Turdi and 
some other ‘ treasure-seekers ’ at Dandan-Uiliq. But the idea of visiting such dreary desert 
sites, with the certainty of great hardships and only a limited chance of finds, had no 
attraction for a person of such parts as Islam Akhun. So in preference he conceived the plan 
of manufacturing the article he was urged to supply the Sahibs with. 

In this enterprise he had several accomplices, among whom a certain Ibrahim Mulla 
was the leading man. This person appears to have made it his special business to cultivate 


® See Report on C.-A. an/., i. pp. xvi-x.\i. 

’ The accurate ‘ List of contributions ’ given by 
Dr. Hoernle {Report, i. pp. iii. sqq.), together with his 
painstaking description of all peculiar features in the MSS. 
and ‘ block-prints,’ the queer objects (e. g. a skull) said to 
have been found with them, &c., was of great utility to me 


in this connexion. 

E. g., Islam Akhun distinctly remembered the intro- 
duction into certain ‘ block-printed ’ volumes of the ‘ artistic ’ 
sketches of heads, discussed in Report, i. pp. 62, 85, 105, 
and seemed rather proud of this proof of cleverness. 
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the Russlau demand for ‘old books', while Islam AkhOn attended chiefly to the requirements 
of British officers and other collectors. Ibrrihim Mulla, from whom the Russian Armenian 
I met on my first arrival at Khotan had purchased his forged birch-bark manuscript, was credited 
with some knowledge of Russian, a circumstance which explains the curious resemblance 
previously noticed between the characters used in some of the ‘block-prints’ and the Greek 
\n-c(e Russian) alphabet”. Ibriihfm Mulla gave proof of his 'slimness', as well as his 
complicity, by promptly disappearing from Khotan on the first news of Islam Akhrm’s arrest, 
and could not be confronted with him. 

The first ‘old book’ produced in this fashion was successfully sold by Islam Akhun in First sales 
1895 to Munslu Ahmad Din, who was in charge of the Assistant Resident’s office at Kashgar 
during the temporary absence of Mr. Macirtney These 'books’ were written by hand; and characters, 
an attempt had been made, as also in some others of the earliest products of the factory, to 
imitate the cursive Briihml characters found in fragments of genuine manuscripts which Ibrahim was 
said to have secured from Dandfin-Uiliq*®. Though the forgers never succeeded in producing 
a text showing consecutively the characters of any known script, yet their earliest fabrications 
were executed with an amount of care and ingenuity which might well deceive for a time even 
expert scholars in Europe. This may be seen by referring to the facsimiles which are given 
in part ii of Dr. Hoernle’s Report of Brilhini letter-groups from ‘ codices ’ belonging to the 
early output, now’ deposited, with so many other products of Islam Akhun’s factory, in the 
‘forgery’ section of the Manuscript Department of the British Museum”. The specimen 
pages reproduced from the ‘Codices Hogberg’in M. D. Klementz’s Report on the Imperial 
Russian Academy’s expedition to Turfan ”, and the facsimile of an ‘ancient Khotan manuscript’ 
which appears in the German edition of Dr. Sven Hedin’s Through Asia, are conveniently 
accessible illustrations of the factory’s output in a somewhat later and less careful phase of its 
working. 

Seeing that remunerative prices could be obtained for such articles at Kashgar and, Incre.ised 
through Badruddin’s somewhat careless mediation, also from Ladak and Kashmir, the efforts outputof 
of tlie forgers were stimulated. As Islam AkhQn quickly perceived that his ‘books’ were 
readily paid for, though none of the Europeans who bought them could read their characters 
or distinguish them from ancient scripts, it became unnecessary to trouble about imitating the 
characters of genuine fragments. Thus, apparently each individual factory ‘hand’ was given 
free scope for inventing his ‘ unknown characters ’. This explains the striking diversity of 
these queer scripts, of which the analysis of the te.xts contained in the ‘ British collection ’ at 
one time revealed at least a dozen — not e.xactly to the assurance of the Orientalist scholars 
who were to help in their decipherment. 

The rate of production by the laborious process of handwriting was, however, too slow, and Production 
accordingly the factory took to the more convenient method of producing books by means of 

" Sec, c.g., Hocrnlc, Report on C.-A. ant., Pis. V-VII, in PJ3, XI-XIII, ibid., the characters of the genuine Chinese 

IX; also a ‘Note on some block-prints from Khotan,’ in documents from Dandan-Uiliq may be supposed to have 

Proc.A.SJ}., 1898, pp. 130 sq., where facsimiles of these served as models. 

curious block types arc given. '* See Report on C.-A. ant., ii. pp. 4 sq., where the 

” Sec Hocrnle, ‘Three further collections,' &c., in reproduction of the identical Brahml letter-group in the 
JA.S.B., 1897, pp. 237 sq. formula of one of the ‘block-prints’, but with the characters 

” Sec for such early specimens from the sets of written reversed owing to the forgePs mistake in preparing the 

leaves sold to hi. Ahmad Din, Hoernle, ‘Three further block, has also been lucidly e.Nplained. 

collections,’ Sic., J.A.S.B., 1897, Pis. XI-XV, XVII; also “ See Nachrichten Uber die von der Kais. Akadeenie der 

Pis. XVIII-XIX and Report, ii. PI. I, from sets sold subsc- Wissenc/ue/ien see St. Petersburg im Jahre, 1898, ausgerilstele 
quently to Mr. Macartney. For the MS. leaves reproduced Expedition nach Tur/an, i. PI. 8. 
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repeated -impressions from a series of wooden blocks. The preparation of such blocks 
presented no difficulty, as printing from wooden blocks is extensively practised in Chinese 
Turkestan. This printing of ‘old books’ commenced in 1896, and its results are partly 
represented by the forty-five ‘block-printed’ books which are fully described and illustrated iii 
Dr. Hoernle’s Report. These, too, showed a remarkable variety of scripts in their ever-recurring 
formulas, and were often of quite imposing dimensions in size and bulk^®. 

Islam Akhun, when once his defence had collapsed, was not chary about giving technical 
details about the forgers’ methods of work. In fact, he seemed rather to relish the' interest 
I showed in them. Thus he fully described the procedure followed in preparing the paper 
that was used for the production of manuscripts or ‘ block-prints as well as the treatment to which 
they Avere subjected in order to give them an ancient look. The fact of Khotan being tlie 
main centre of the Turkestan paper industry was a great convenience for the forgers, as 
they could readily supply themselves with any variety and size of paper needed. The sheets 
of modern Khotan paper were first dyed yellow or light brown by means of ‘Toghrugha’, 
a product of the Toghrak tree, which, when dissolved in water, gives a staining fluid. When 
the dyed sheets had been written or printed upon they were hung over fireplaces, so as to 
receive by smoke the proper hue of antiquity. It was, no doubt, in the course of this 
manipulation that the sheets occasionally sustained the burns and scorchings of which some 
of the ‘ old books ’ transmitted to Calcutta display evident marks Afterwards they were 
bound up into volumes. This, however, seems to have been the least efficiently managed 
department of the concern ; for the coarse imitation of European volumes, which is unmistakable 
in the case of most of the later products, as well as the utter unsuitability of the fastenings 
employed (usually pegs of copper or mere twists of paper), would a priori have justified the 
gravest suspicions as to their genuineness. Finally, the finished manuscripts or books were treated 
to a liberal admixture between their pages of the fine sand of the desert, in order to make 
them tally with the story of their long burial. I tvell remember how, in the spring of 1898, 

I had to apply a clothes brush before I could examine one of these forged ‘block-prints’, 
forming part of a collection of Khotan ‘ antiques ’ that had been purchased for Government by 
Major Godfrey, then in Kashmir. 

All the previously suspected details of this elaborate and, for a time, remarkably 
successful fraud were thus confirmed by its main operator in the course of a long and 
cautiously conducted examination. It was a pleasure to me to know, and to be able to tell 
fellow-scholars in Europe : habeinus confitenteni rewu — and that without any resort to Eastern 
methods of judicial inquiry. Yet I had reason to feel even keener satisfaction at the fact that the 
positive results of my explorations were sufficient to dispose once for all of these fabrications so far 
as scholarly interests were concerned, even if Islam Akhun had never made his confession. In 
the light of the discoveries which had rewarded my excavations at Dandan-Uiliq and Endere, and 
of the general experience gained during my work in the desert, it had become as easy to 
distinguish Islam AkhQn’s forgeries from' genuine old manuscripts as it was to explode 
his egregious stories about the ancient sites which were supposed to have furnished his ‘ finds ’. 
Not only in the colour and substance of the paper, but also in arrangement, state of preservation, 
and a variety of other points, all genuine manuscripts show features never to be found in Islam 


See ott C.-j 4 . a«/., i.pp. 45 “^*® » Pis. V—Jv VIII. 
Also ibid., ii. pp. 4 sq. and note 14 supra. 

See Hoernle, Report, i. pp. 58 sq. The native infor- 
mation which had reached the late hir. Backlund, of the 


Swedish Mission at Kashgar, in regard to this procedure 
of the forgers proved quite correct. Yet tlie warning based 
upon these details did not suffice to stop the continued 
purchase and study of the productions. 
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AkhQti’s productions. But apart from this, tljcrc w.as the plain fact that the forgers never 
managed to produce a te.xt e.Nhibiting consecutively the characters of any known script, while 
all ancient documents brought to light by my c.\pIorations invariably show a writing that is 
othenvise well known to us. I could thus feel assured that Islam AkhCin’s forgeries would 
cause no deception hereafter, whatever ingenious arguments might have been used before in 
defence of their genuineness. 

This consideration, as well as the fact of the forgens’ work having ceased some three Previous 
years earlier, decided me not to press for Islam AkhQn’s punisluncnt on the score of this 
fraud. I knew besides that my kind-heartctl friend Pan Darin w'as not without reason AkUan. 
popularly credited with a pious proneness for pardoning sinners. In fact, I had noticed 

during our previous interview how relieved the old Amban looked when I told him that 
I did not consider it a part of my business to demand Islam Akinin’s punishment for 
antiquarian forgeries, of which Chinese criminal justice might, perhaps, take a view very 
different from ours. There was also the manifest difficulty of bringing the other members of 
the firm to book, not to mention tlie * e.vtenuating circumstances’ connected w'ith the way in 
which encouragement h.ad been afforded to tlic fraud by the undiscriminating competition of 
purchasers both from the south and the north. Nevertheless, when I remembered the great 
loss of valuable time and labour which the fabrications of Islam Akhun and his associates had 
caused to scholars of distinction, it w.is a satisfaction to know' that this clever scoundrel had 
already, on one count or another, received from Chinese justice his well-deserved punishment. 

For fraudulently obtaining from Badruddm Khan a sum equivalent to about Rs. 12, on the 
strength of a scrawl which he pretended to be Captain Deasy’s order, he had been made to 
wear the wooden collar for a good time; for the imposture practised as Mr. Macartney’s agent 
he had suffered corporal punishment as well .as a term of imprisonment. 

I had ample opportunity in the course of these prolonged ‘interviews’ to convince myself Intelligence 
that Islam AkhCm was a man of exceptional intelligence for those parts, and also possessed of oDofgcr. 
a quick wit and humour, equally unusual among the ordinary ‘ Khotanliks ’. He was of 
slender build, with a face and eyes e.xpressing sharpness as well as sly restlessness. Something 
in his looks I tiiought suggested Kashmiri descent, but this I was not able to trace. He 
greatly amused me by his witty repartees to honest old Turdi, w'hom with humorous impudence 
lie adduced as a living demonstration of the fact that ‘there w'as nothing to be got out of the 
desert'. He was greatly impressed by seeing liis own liandiwork so perfectly reproduced in 
the photogravure plates accompanying Dr. Hocrnle’s Report and previous publications in the 
yoJiriial of the Bengal Asiatic Society, and was very an.xious to learn how this feat could be 
accomplished, I have no doubt that lie was fully alive to the splendid opportunities for fresh 
frauds which this ‘Wila^'aH’ art might provide. I did not care to tell him how much money 
had been wasted over this superior reproduction of his ‘old books', nor of all the painstaking 
analysis and study wliich liad been bestowed upon them. How much more proud would he 
have felt if he could but have seen, as I did a few months later, the fine morocco bindings 
W’ith which a number of his block-printed codices had been honoured in a great European 
library’ ! 

I represented to Islam AkhQn that, willing as I was to credit him with a reliable memory Islam 
concerning the methods and materials employed in liis factory, it would still be desirable for 
me to obtain some tangible memento of them. So he at once volunteered to furnish one or atiUude. 
more of the blocks employed in printing those precious ‘ books ’. As all information had by that 
time been duly recorded, I allowed him to be set free conditionally from the lock-up of the 
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Ya-mcn, and on tlie following morning he turned up in due course with one of the promised 
blocks from his own house. The news of his arrest had, of course, long before spread through 
the town, and hence it was difficult for him to gain access to the homes of his former 
associates, where more of tliese materials may have been retained. 

Whether it was from a right perception that his role was now completely played out, or 
because he felt that his ignominious collapse in the course of the inquiry had rendered him 
ridiculous before his old friends, Islam Akhun looked far more cowed in the end, though free, 
than when first brouglit up as a prisoner. I had told him before in jest that I thought him’ 
far too clever a man to be allowed to remain in Khotan among such ignorant people. A curious 
incident^ showed that the remark had not passed unappreciated. Shortly before my departure 
Islam AkhQn presented himself with a petition, evidently meant to be serious, praying that 
I would take him along to Europe. It was not clear in what capacity he expected me to 
utilize his services. But there could be no doubt that the strange request was prompted 
by the hope of finding in distant ‘Wilayat’ a wider sphere for his forging abilities! So 
I need not regret, perhaps, having shown myself obdurate. 


Section II.— LAST DAYS IN THE KHOTAN OASIS 
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Am ban 
Pan Darin. 
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On April 28 I left Khotan town, after having on the preceding day paid my farewell visit 
to the Ya-men. It meant good-bye to Pan Darin, who had proved in every way a true friend, 
and to whose help I owed so mucli in the course of my explorations. He \vas unmistakably 
a man of the old school, not over fond of Western notions and influences. Yet from my first 
visit I felt assured that he understood my scientific aims and was ready to further them. 
T'ang-sfing himself, to whom I had so often referred in our interviews as my patron, and who 
evidently still lives as a glorified Arhat or Bodhisattva in tlie memory of Chinese Buddhists, 
could not have favoured my tasks at ancient Kustana more than by placing this learned and 
kind old administrator in charge for the time being! 

I did not wish to leave the oasis without a farewell visit to the site of the ancient capital, 
Yotkan. The march being a short one, I had ample time to collect there samples of soil from 
the different strata which contain the ancient remains and from the deposit of riverine loess 
that has buried them. I was also able to acquire that day an additional number of ancient coins^ 
seals, terra-cottas, &c., tlie owners of which had not come forward on the former occasions. 
From Yotkan I proceeded on April 29 to the canton and town of Kara-kash, by the route 
which the inset map of the oasis indicates. I had not found a previous opportunity to visit 
this important and flourishing centre of the western portion of the oasis, and had now an 
additional reason to look it up before my departure. Islam Beg, my faithful Darogha of the 
days of Karanghu-tagh and Dandan-Uiliq, had since been appointed one of the Begs of Kara-kash. 
Rightly or wrongly he attributed his good fortune to my recommendation with the Amban. 
So he was anxious to show me Kara-kash, both as his native place and the present sphere of 
his official functions, while I could use the occasion to secure interesting details about local 
administration, taxes, &c., from a first-hand authority. 

While e)i route I enjoyed the rare chance of seeing in perfect clearness the great snowy 
range to the south which we had surveyed six months before. This distant view, which 
seemed to extend to the big glacier-crowned main peaks on the watershed towards the Upper 
Kara-kash nearly a hundred miles away, was ascribed to recent snowfall in the mountains and 
the rain that had cleared away all haze. It was facilitated by the large stretch of open sandy 
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ground between the villages of Tasmache and Khan-arik, wliich had long been deserted but 
was beginning to be again brought under cultivation. Also at the point where we struck the 
right bank of the broad bed of the Kara-kiish river near the village of Kumuchakar, I had 
occasion to note a change in the area of cultivation. Here a narrow strip of ground that 
had evidently been left without irrigation for a prolonged period showed all the characteristics 
of an incipient Tati. Plentiful pottery, but not of an old look, appeared over loess soil that 
evidently was undergoing erosion in the immediate vicinity of a fertile village tract. 

From Kara-kash, a lively and comparatively well-built town, I used April 30, my last March 
day within die territory of Khotan, for a long excursion to the Tati known as Kara-d'dbe ' the Jf^cts’lvest 
Black Mound’, of which Islam Beg had obtained information, away to the west on the edge ofKara- 
of the desert. In order to reach it we had to traverse the remarkably fertile tracts of 
Bahram-su *, Kayash, Makuj’a, and Kuya, all stretching in long strips of highly cultivated 
ground, with many fine orchards and a%'enucs, along their own separate canals fed by the 
Kara-kash. No more pleasing picture could I retain as a souvenir of rural Khotan ; but 
the usual haze had already effaced the vision of its mountain background. Near the 
Kara-sai stream, which is fed by springs and marshes below Zawa, we left the cultivated 
area behind and dien crossed for about four miles a sandy scrub-covered plain to the 
Ya%va-Ostang. The latter is a permanent stream which receives most of its water from 
extensive spring-fed marshes nordi of Zawa-Kurghan, but during flood-times is also reached 
by water direct from the Kara-kash river. Its relatively large volume — where we crossed 
the stream it was 30 ft, broad, with a depth of about 4 ft, and flowing rapidly — showed that 
there would probably be no want of water for new colonies in the desert northward. 

At a distance of about two miles to the west I reached, among low dunes, the Tati of Remains of 
Kara-d'dbe, called thus after a neighbouring large tamarisk-covered cone. A stretch of eroded Kara-dobe 
ground, thickly covered with ancient pottery wherever clear of drift-sand, extends here for about 
a mile from north to south. Owing to high dunes along its east and west edges the full 
breadth of the ddbris area could not be ascertained in the short time available. In its midst 
rises a much-decayed small mound of sun-dried bricks, known as the ' Tim 9 ft, high, and 
about 8 ft. square at the base. It has been burrowed into in several places. The intact 
bricks measured about 19 by 13 in., with an average thickness of 3I in. Close by fragments 
of small Chinese copper coins, probably without legend, were picked up by my companions. 

At a distance of about a hundred yards to the south I could faintly trace the foundations of 
clay walls, forming apparently a rectangle measuring about 25 ft. from north to south, and 
32 ft. from east to west. Within die area thus enclosed there were found several broken 
pieces of a white and hard stucco, among them some showing traces of relief decoration. 

Prof. Church’s analysis of the latter specimens, in Appendix F, has proved that their material 
was plaster of Paris, just as in the stucco reliefs from Kighillik ; their appearance suggests that, 
like the latter, they had been exposed to accidental fire after having become broken. Two frag- 
ments (K. D. ooi. d) are of a moulded enrichment, showing a pattern that had evidently formed 
a border; another (K, D. 001. f) with a surface resembling locks of hair, displays on the back the 
impression of a fine canvas over which the plaster must have been fixed originally. These pieces 
might well have belonged to the stucco decoration of a small shrine, of which, as at Kighillik, 
no structural remains have survived. Fragments of ancient pottery, among them pieces of terra- 
cotta with a polished outer surface, were plentiful near the find-place of these stucco fragments. 

' This canton derives its name from that of its canal, a son of Afrasiyab. The name may be of early date, and in 

the BahrSm-su-i/slang, which tradition ascribes to Bahram, this case a lingering trace of old Iranian legend. 
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Leaving in the direction of Zawa I passed several small patches of ground covered with 
old pottery ddbris up to a distance of about a mile from the mound above mentioned. Beyond, 
heavy dunes of coarse sand, very trying to our ponies, had to be crossed for some four miles 
before we struck the western bank of a broad marshy valley in which the stream of Yawa 
expands between numerous reed-covered lagoons. They vividly recalled to my mind the 
marshes near Niya in the extreme east of ancient Khotan territory. And when by nightfall 
I arrived at my camp pitched close to Zawa-Kurghan, I might well feel as if, by these changes 
of rich village land, sandy jungle, high dunes and marsh, Vai^ravana, the genius loci of 
Buddhist Khotan, had wished to let me once more see, as a parting favour, every type of 
scenery I had beheld in the land over which he presided. 

By daybreak of the ist of May I set out on my long journey westwards. Cheered as 
I was by the thought of the road that now lay clear before me to Europe, it was sad to say 
farewell to a fascinating field of work and to the last of my faithful helpmates. At Zawa 
itself I had to take leave of Turdi, my faithful old guide, whose experience and local sense 
had never failed me in the desert. I rewarded his services liberally with more ‘ treasure i. e. 
cash, than he had ever brought back from his wanderings in the Taklamakan. I had also 
secured for him a promise, through Pan Darin’s favour, that he was to be installed as ‘Mirab’, 
or steward of irrigation, for his native village near Yurung-kash. It was a snug though 
modest post to which our ‘ Ak-sakal of the Taklamakan ’, as I used to call him, fondly 
aspired, since he thought that he was getting too old for the desert. When we exchanged 
our farewell wishes I little thought for how short a time the fateful attraction of the desert ' 
would allow the old ‘treasure-seeker’ to enjoy the comforts of this peaceful retirement. The 
circumstances of his somewhat tragic end are not yet fully known to me. But it is certain 
that towards the close of 1903 Muhammadju, one of my Yarkandi ponymen, when 'passing 
through Khotan with Mr. Crosby’s caravan, found old Turdi imprisoned, apparently for having 
been tempted by his love of adventure and ‘treasure’, to guide some traveller (?) into the 
desert without the permission of Pan Darin’s successor. A short while later he ended his 
days, as I am told, while still in prison at Khotan. 

Islam Beg and Badruddin Khan, who had reason to be satisfied with the rewards their 
efficient services had earned them, would not leave me until we had reached Tarbugaz, the 
lonely Langar on the desert edge where I had passed my first night on Khotan soil. It 
seems that convention, perhaps of old date, makes this the recognized place for the formal 
welcome and valediction of those who enter or leave the oasis by the western road. When 
they, too, had bidden me good-bye, and I was riding on alone by the desert track to the 
‘ Pigeons’ Shrine ’, my thoughts were free to turn to a more cheerful theme- — the results I was 
bringing back from Khotan, 


POTTERY AND STUCCO FRAGMENTS FROM KARA-DOBE. 


K. D. 001. a. Fragment of moulded terra-cotta 
vessel ; outer surface polished. 2 x 2". 

K. D. 001. b, c. Fragments of plain terra-cotta, 
polished on outside.^ 2^" x 2^" and x lY 
K. D. 001. d. Two fragments of plaster of Paris ; 
moulded enrichment. The pattern (a border) consists of 
. 5 or 6 strands of overlapping scales or leaves, bound, by 
crossing bands. . 2 x t" X Y’ -Y ^ ^ ¥• 


K. D. 001. e. Fragment of plaster of Paris ; border, 
plain, 5-sided. 

K. D, 001. f. Fragment of plaster of Paris ; enrich- 
ment, resembling locks of hair. On the back is the 
impression of a rather fine canvas. These fragments 
d, e, 0 resemble in material the Ak-sipil burnt stuccos 
(Cf. A. 024) and, like those, appear to have been burnt 
by accident after having become broken. 
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Section III.— FROM KHOTAN TO LONDON 


Of the journey which, witliin two months of my start from Kliotan, brouglit me back to Return to 
Kashgar and thence through Russian Turkestan to England, the briefest account will suffice Kashgar, 
here. Si.x rapid marches, diversified by Burans and the rare experience of gathering rain-clouds, 
carried me to Yarkand, where my caravan had safely preceded me. It was fortunate that, 
owing to the short stay I was obliged to make at Yarkand for the settlement of my Yarkand! 
followers’ accounts and debts, my collections escaped serious risk of damage from an abnormal 
burst of rain such as this region had not seen for long years. The downpour of two days and 
two nights turned all roads into quagmires and caused the mud-built walls of many houses in 
town and villages to collapse. 

A ride of three days, in advance of my caravan, sufficed to bring me by May 12 to Kashgar, 
where, under Mr. Macartney's hospitable roof, the warmest welcome greeted me. It was a source 
of keen satisfaction to me to show that kind friend, who had from afar followed my explorations 
with constant interest, what ample results had attended my work, and how much I owed to that 
local help which his influence and care had mainly assured to me. The kind hospitality I enjoyed 
at his house made my stay at Kashgar a period of much needed physical rest, in spite of the 
multifarious preparations which kept me constantly at work during the next fortnight. 

The Government of India in the Foreign Department had obtained for me permission from ‘ Dcmobili- 
the authorities in St Petersburg to travel through Russian Turkestan and to use the Trans- caravan 
Caspian Railway for my return to Europe. I had also been authorized to take my collections 
for temporary deposit to England, where alone convenient arrangements could be made for their 
critical examination. It was hence necessary at Kashgar to repack all my antiquarian finds with 
special regard for safe transit on this long journey, while all surveying instruments and other 
equipment, together with the records of our surveys, were to be sent back to India in charge 
of the Sub-Surveyor. In addition to the fresh transport arrangements thus necessitated by our 
different routes, I was kept busy also with the ‘ demobilization ’ of my old caravan. Among 
the items of business connected with the latter, the satisfactory disposal of camels and ponies 
which had served us so well during tlie journeys of the previous eight months was an important 
concern. That after all the hard marching and camping in the desert I was able to sell them 
with but very small loss to Government from the original prices may serve as a proof of the 
care we had taken of our animals. 

The arrangements for my onward journey were greatly facilitated by the kind help of Help of 
M. Petrovsky, late Imperial Consul-General of Russia at Kashgar, whose acquaintance I was 00*5^” 
fortunate enough to make on this occasion. During a long official career in Turkestan General. 

M. Petrovsky had devoted a great deal of scholarly zeal to the study of the history and 
antiquities of the country. He now did all in his power to ensure the safe transit of my 
archaeological finds to England and to procure for me the friendly assistance of the authorities 
in Russian Turkestan. For the valuable help thus accorded I wish to record here my grateful 
acknowledgements. 

It was a source of genuine satisfaction to me that I had repeated occasions to meet also Assistance 
Huang-kuang-ta, the kindly old Tao-tai of Kashgar, and to assure him of my gratitude for of Chinese 
the most effective co-operation which I had received from the Chinese officials wherever my 
explorations took me within the districts subordinate to his control. The amiable old administrator 
did not deny the genuine interest and good-will with which he had followed my work. But he 


officials. 
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politely insisted on attributing all the sympathy and support I had enjoyed from him and his 
Ambans to the benediction of my patron saint, the great ’T'ang-seng’. While still engaged 
in the demobilization of my camp and other practical labours, I also succeeded in obtaining, 
with Mr. Macartney s kind help, a preliminary analysis of the Chinese documents brought to 
light at the sites of Dandan-Uiliq, Niya, and Endere, from Sun Ssu-yeh, the learned Chinese 
Munshi of the Agency. The close accord between the chronological results derived from these 
records and my own archaeological conclusions as to the ruined sites from which I had unearthed 
them, was an assurance greatly appreciated by me at the time. 

After a fortnight of busy work my preparations for the rest of the journey were completed, 
and all my antiques safely packed in twelve large boxes. They were duly presented at the 
Russian Consulate for customs examination — a most gently conducted one — and then received 
their seals with the Imperial eagle, which in spite of a succession of Continental customs barriers, 
I succeeded in keeping intact until I could unpack their contents in the British Museum. 

Owing to Mr. Macartney’s unwearying help and hospitality my stay at Kashgar, full as 
it was of manifold labours, is still remembered by me with pleasure as the first and prac- 
tically only rest after my desert wanderings. On the morning of the day when it came to an 
end I saw Sub-Surveyor (now Surveyor) Ram Singh, the faithful companion of my travels, set 
out for the return journey to India. He had rendered excellent services in accurately sur- 
veying the whole of the ground covered by my journeys, and had in addition to his proper 
duties been always eager to make himself useful in connexion with my archaeological work. 
He had cheerfully borne the fatigues inseparable from rapid travelling over difficult ground, 
and often under very trying climatic conditions, and had also at all times readily helped me 
in the management of my camp. I had indeed reason to feel grateful to-tho Survey of India 
Department for having provided me with so willing and well-trained an assistant.' Nor should 
I omit here to mention Mian Jasvant Singh, the wiry hill Rajput, who had looked after the 
Surveyor's bodily comforts with exemplary care and devotion, and who now left with him. 
Cheerful and contented, however long the march or bleak our camping-ground, Jasvant Singh 
had proved an ideal follower. 

On May 29, 1901, exactly a year after leaving Srinagar, I started from Kashgar for Osh, 
the nearest Russian town in Farghana. The feeders of the Kizil-su, which the route repeatedly 
crosses before reaching Irkesh-tam, the Russian frontier post *, were, owing to the exceptional 
rain of the previous weeks and the rapid melting of the snows, all in flood. The passage of 
my loads of antiques across the swollen streams was thus a daily anxiety, but was effected 
without loss. The usual route over the Terek Pass was closed by the depth and softness of 
the snow ; so I had to take the circuitous route over the Alai. Though the snow still lay 
deep on the Taun-murun and Taldik Passes they were crossed without mishap. By keeping 
in the saddle or on foot from early morning until nightfall I managed to cover the route from 
Kashgar to Osh, reckoned at eighteen marches, within ten days. 

At Osh, where I arrived on June 7, I was very kindly received by Colonel Zaytseff, the 
Chief of the District, and an officer of distinguished attainments. Two days later, at Andijan, 

I reached the terminus of the Trans-Caspian Railway, which was now to carry me and my 
antiques in comfort and 'safety towards Europe, This journey, hurried though it had to be 
under the circumstances — the year allowed for my deputation had already e.xpired when I left 
Kashgar — enabled me to obtain interesting glimpses of a part of Central Asia which, from its 
historical associations and its ancient culture, has always had a particular fascination for me. 


‘ See, for this locality and its historical interest, above, p. 55. 
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I made short halts at the provincial capitals of Margilan and Samarkand, where I was favoured 
with much attention by Generals Tchaikovsky and Medinsky, the respective governors, and 
offered special opportunities for examining the interesting antiquities collected in the local 
museums. 

The few but delightful days which I spent at Samarkand, the Delhi of old Sogdiana, 
mainly in visits to the great monuments of architecture of Timur’s period, were unfortunately 
too short to permit of more than a glimpse of the important ancient site known as Afrasiyab, 
which undoubtedly marks the position of the capital in pre-Muhammadan times. The condi- 
tions in which fragments of ancient pottery and similar hard debris are found here under layers 
of alluvium distinctly recalled my observations at Yotkan. The incentive of regular finds of 
gold being absent here, the working of the old culture-strata does not appear to be carried on 
with the same thoroughness as at Yotkan, while their extent is probably far greater. Some 
interesting pieces of ornamented terra-cotta from this site which I was able to acquire will be 
found reproduced in Plate LXXXVIII, and described in the note below*. Among them the 
large modelled ornament in relief (S. ooi) shows a design of remarkably fine conception, and 


’ It is noteworthy that among the seven pieces of 
decorated terra-cotta from Afrasiyab which I was able to 
.hunt up in the Samarkand Bazars, four are fragments of 
ornamented tiles either modelled or moulded. No remains 
of this kind seem ever to be found at Yotkan ; their presence 
among the ddbris layers of ancient Samarkand is significant, 
in view of the high artistic development which the production 
of moulded and enamelled tiles attained here in the period 
of Moghul grandeur. 

S. OOI. Modelled terra-cotta * string ' ornament in relief, 
roughly executed, but of fine design. A bold nebuMe mould- 
ing meanders horizontally along the face of the tile, crimped 
with rough ‘thumb and finger’ work; in the hollow of 
each downward bend, appUqtU, a female head of a 
Madonna-like type, draped and looking upwards. A leaf- 
like border made by rapid incisions of a blunt modelling tool 
is indicated near the upper edge, and similar incisions are 
scattered over the ground below the nebuMe. The vertical 
transverse section is L-shaped, the horizontal member of 
the L seeming to be constructed for building into a 
vertical wall or other surface. Broken into three pieces. 
Length 20", breadth depth (front to back) i*. See 
PI. LXXXVIII. 

S. 002. Modelled terra-cotta architectural tile. On 
a projecting moulding stands a bird in relief with spread 
tail indicated on background by a few incised strokes of 
a modelling stick. Ground R. and L. of bird powdered 
with slightly depressed circular markings; below the 
moulding, plain. Small fragment, broken at all edges. 
Height 6", width s'”, thickness See PI. LXXXVIII. 

S. 003. Terra-cotta fragment in low relief, of moulded 
tile, representing head and half the body of a pigeon, 
wearing a ring round the neck. A curved line in relief 
arches over the pigeon and rests at its visible end upon 
a system of quarries in raised outline, in the centre of each 
of which is a four-petalled flower, also raised. From the 
arched line above spring a few leaves. Two quarries are 


also visible over the back of the bird. Height 3^", width 
2 J', thickness See PI. LXXXVIII. 

S. 004. Terra-cotta fragment of moulded border in low 
arabesque ornament, representing a grotesque bird to 
L. p., pecking at a bush. Flat mouldings above and 
below. Well designed. Length 2^' width thickness 
See P). LXXXVIII. 

S. 005. Terra-cotta fragment of handle of vessel, im- 
pressed with a device in cameo representing within a 
circular border of depressed bead-like dots a seated lion 
to L., the upward curved tail dividing into three leaf-like 
points at tip. IMouth slightly open and tongue visible. 
Claws rather bird-like. It is quite a good heraldic lion. 
In front of lion three discs disposed triangularly. Width 
z-i', depth thickness i". See PI. LXXXVIII. 

S. oc6. Terra-cotta fragment of grotesque animal, 
probably forming part of handle of a vessel. Legs mis- 
sing, but there seem to have been four. Round projecting 
snout; prominent eyes ; erect short-cropped mane, curving 
slightly over at forehead. There seems to have been 
a kind of saddle, and possibly a rider, as the upper part of 
saddle presents a broken surface. Width i|", height 2^", 
thickness i-J". See PI. LXXXVIII. 

S. 007. Terra-cotta figurine, roughly modelled, of a 
Siidr player. Head and feet missing. It seems to be 
clothed in two kurtas, the upper one hanging almost 
as low as the ankles, and the upper, which has sleeves, 
coming to about the knees. Round neck a necklace. 
Sitar held in usual way, and R. hand seems to be plucking 
the strings. Potter’s thumb mark is clearly visible on 
back, showing how the clay was pressed into the mould. 
After being turned out of the mould it has been trimmed 
with a cutting instrument, and is brushed over with a finer 
clay, giving an egg-shell, gloss to the surface. Height 
4^", width 2|-", thickness i|". See PI. LXXXVIII, 
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appliqud heads in a style unmistakably betraying classical influence. The small figurine 

of a Sitar player (S. 007) and the fragment of a grotesque animal (S. 006) serve to indicate 
the curious similarity in favourite subjects which seem to connect the Afrasiyab terra-cottas with 
those of Yotkan. The numerous terra-cotta grotesques seen by me in the Samarkand Museum 
illustrate this, as well as certain characteristic differences in treatment. 

A day’s stay at Merw allowed me to touch ground full of memories of ancient Iran. 
Though the chance of seeing the remains of old Mourwa, the capital of. classical Margiana, 
brought to light from below the alluvium of the oasis, seems scanty indeed, I felt grateful for 
standing on the soil of a region to which my interest has been attached ever since the com- 
mencement of my Orientalist studies. Then past the ruins of Goktepe, an historical site of more 
recent memories, the railway carried me to Krasnowodsk. From there I crossed the Caspian 
to Baku, and, finally, after long days in the train, I arrived in London on July 2, 1901. 

There I was able to deposit the antiques unearthed from the desert sands in the British 
Museum as a safe temporary resting-place. It was a relief to find that the long and partly 
difficult transit of close on six thousand miles had caused but slight damage even to those 
most fragile of objects the reliefs of friable stucco, and that the eight hundred odd negatives 
on glass plates brought back as the photographic results of my journey were safe. But I soon 
realized that the successful completion of my exploratory labours, which had been rewarded by 
results far beyond long-cherished hopes, was also the commencement of a period of toil, the 
more trying because the physical conditions under which it had to be done were so different 
from those I had gone through. 

On the proposal of the Indian Government His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India had 
sanctioned for me a six weeks’ period of deputation in London, in order to enable me to make 
a preliminary arrangement and inventory of my archaeological finds. The authorities of the 
British Museum, acting on the request submitted for me by Professor E. J. Rapson, agreed to 
afford accommodation to the collection, pending arrangements for its final distribution between 
their own museum and the museums of Calcutta and Lahore — a measure decided upon while 
I was still engaged in my explorations. They also liberally accorded to me all needful assist- 
ance towards the cleaning and preservation of the more delicate objects, such as manuscripts, 
painted tablets, &c. Owing to the great extent of the collections I had succeeded in bringing 
back the task of arranging and cataloguing proved a very exacting one, and the period of 
deputation sanctioned for it wholly insufficient. In consideration of these facts the Secretary 
of State was pleased to extend the latter by another period of six weeks. I had every reason 
to feel grateful for this concession. Yet it was only at the cost of the greatest exertions and 
through the devoted help of my friend Mr. Fred. H. Andrews, which I was fortunate enough 
to secure at this juncture, that I succeeded in accomplishing the most urgent portions of that 
heavy task and the preparation of my Preliminary Report during the allotted period. 

The necessity under which I then was of returning to India for educational duties wholly 
unconnected with my scientific labours seemed seriously to threaten my hopes of being allowed 
fully to record and investigate the discoveries which had rewarded my Turkestan explorations. 
But after long and busy weeks, spent mainly in the basement rooms of the British Museum, 
where I felt as if imtnured for the sake of science, I had to welcome even this change as 
a temporary respite. How much easier would it have been for me, then and since, to face such 
separation from my true aims of life, could I have felt but assured of the leisure needed for 
the accomplishment of the work now concluded— and of freedom for fresh explorations ! 
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LES DOCUMENTS CHINOIS DE DANDAN-UILIQ 


No. I. 

Traduction du document manuscrit chinois No. i, public et analysd par M. Hoernle. 

{A Report on the British Collection of Antiquities from Central Asia, Part ii. p. 24, and Plate ill.) 


Lettre officielle. La population de Li-sie (Li-hsieh)^ ainsi que .... 

Requite de la population de Li-sie (Li-hsieh) se plaignant de diverses corvees et requisitions en grains. 

Une lettre officielle dmanant du general gouverneur de la place - s’exprime ainsi : ‘ J'ai reju de la 
population de Li-sie (Li-hsieh) une lettre en ^criture barbare ; je I’ai fait traduire ; elle disait : “ La popula- 
tion enum^r^e ci-dessus® . . . .* la profonde sollicitude avec laquelle vous subvenez aux besoins de la 
multitude du peuple. Pendant plusieurs ann^es de suite nous avons souffert des brigands et nos pertes ont 
et 6 incalculables ; dans ces derniers temps, nous avons re9U la faveur qu’on nous fit nous transporter dans 

‘ Le caraetbre comme I’a ddjb fait remarquer Hoernle 

(Report on the British Collection of Antiquities from Central 
Asia, Part ii. p. 22), n’e.xiste pas dans les dictionnaires 
chinois ; peut-etre faut-il lire kie. La question ne pourra 
Stre blucidde que lorsqu’on aura retrouvd ce nom de lieu 
dans un texte chinois imprirad. Quant au second caraetbre 
figurant dans le nom, e’est le caraetbre sie. 

* La place e’est-b-dire la ville avec une garnison 
militaire) dont il est id question, est sans doute celle de 
Li-sie (Li-hsieh) ; nous voyons en effet par le document 
No. 2 (traduit plus loin) que Li-sie (Li-hsieh) dtait con- 


sidAd comme un et qu’il dtait gouvernd par un ofBcier 
militaire ayant le litre de ‘Gdndral commandant la place’ 
Get officier dtait un Chinois (voyez 
le document No. 2), et e’est pourquoi, comme on va le 
lire quelques lignes plus has, lorsqu’il re9oit des gens de 
Li-sie (Li-hsieh) une requSte en dcriture barbare ■^, il la 
fait traduire. 

’ Le mot qui suivait le mot devait sans doute etre 

Suppldez : ‘ Vous est reconnaissante de ’ — ou : ‘ fait 
appel b.’ 
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payer 


nous a a.0M4 d'a„en4. f ? pn» ,.,„e„es u„ 

et le grain, tout cela est k Li-sie ai-hsiph^ P^ ^ • ,, acquittions . . ? 

meat q„e vous disculerea 4 oe sujet, de n,anite 4 d&iderde'”n'oV]irfer Tttui ceh°“ “''' 

i ir;:i r"S 'r 

que la requete ecnte en ecnture barbare par la 


qui 


Quelles sont ces Six Cit^s? On a propose d’y voir les 
principales villes du Turkestan oriental, k savoir Koutcha, 
Aksou, Ouch-Tourfan, Kachgar, Yarkand et Khoten. Mais 
cette opinwn doit Stre rejetee, En effet, Ja piSce que nous 
traduisons en ce moment est adressde k Wei-tch'e, prdfet des 
Six Citds. Ce Wei-tch'e n’est autre, comme nous le montre- 
rons plus loin, que Wei-tch'e Yao, roi de Khoten, qui fut 
visitd par le pklerin chinois Wou-k'ong. Or, si Wei-tch'e Yao 
dtait roi de Khoten, il n’dtait pas roi de Kachgar, ni roi de 
Koutcha, car, au tdmoignage de Wou-k'ong, c'dtait Fei Leng- 
leng qui rdgnait dans la premibre de ces deux 

villes, et Po Houan Q 


: dans la seconde. Les Six Cit& 
que gouvernait le roi de Khoten ne comprenaient done ni 
Kachgar, ni Koutcha, et il n’y a aucune raison non plus pour 
faire rentrer dans ce nomhre les villes de Aksou, Ouch- 
Tourfan et Yarkand. — Il faut done admettre que I’expres- 
sion ‘les Six Citds’ ddsigne ia ville capitale du royaume de 
Khoten et cinq villes voisines. Dans les ouvrages chinois 
modernes on trouve en effet une Enumeration de ces six 
citEs qui sont : Iltchi Kara kach ^ 0 ^ 

Y'f’, Yurung kach ^ ^ 0 ^ Tchira ^ j^ij, Tha- 
khaga ^ ou (}g ^ (cette localitE se trouve sur la 
rive gauche du Khoten-daria non loin du confluent du 
Yurung kach et du Kara kach; elle doit correspondre au 
Tawakkel de nos cartes) et Keriya (cf. Si yu 

fou iche, chap. xix. p. i8o; voyez aussi Hoernle, Report 
on Central- Asian Antiquities, Part ii. p. a a, No. 3). Quelles 
Etaient les Six CitEs k I’Epoque des T'ang ? Je n'en ai 
trouvE nulle part une EnumEration formelle, mais on peut 
remarquer, en premier lieu, que, dans I’organisation adminis- 
trative Etabh'e par les Chinois aprhs I’annEe 640, Yu-t'ien 
(Khoten) eut sous sa dEpendance cinq arrondissements et que 
Ton comptait par consEquent six viiles (en y comprenant la 
capitale) dans la rEgion de Khoten {Tang chou, chap, 
xliii. b. p. 8 TO); en second lieu, on relbvera, dans les 
itinEraires qui terminent les chapitres gEographiques du 
Tang chou (chap, xiiii. b. p. 15 r°). “ne liste de cinq 
villes qui sont mentionnEes comme se trouvant dans le 
voisinage de Khoten et qui toutes sont appelEes ^ ; k mes 
yeux, e’est Yu-t'ien et ces cinq villes qui sont les Sw Ci^ 
de I’Epoque des T'ang; voici ce texte : — 

'U 


A 300 li k lEst de Yu-t'ien est la place nommEe 
Ville de K'an (e’est-k-dire "du fossE ’’); k 600 li k I’Est est 
la place nommEe Ville de Lan (e’est-k-dire “ des orchidEes ”) ; 
k Eoo li au Sud est la place de Hou-nou; k 300 li k I’Ouest 
est la place appelEe Ville Kou (e’est-k-dire “forte k 390 
li k I’Ouest est la place de Ki-leang.’ — La ville de K'an 
peut Etre identifiEe avec la ville qui est appelEe Fi- 
par Hiuan-tsang, puisqu'elle est, comme el!e, a 300 li k I'Est 
de Yu-t'ien; quant a la ville de Lan, elle pourrait corre- 
spondre, avec moins de certitude, k la ville de Ni-jang 
(Niya) de Hiuan-tsang. 

Revenons maintenant au document que nous traduisons : 
il Emane de gens de Li-sie qui, pilMs k piusieurs reprises par 
les brigands, avaient obtenu I’autorisau'on de se rEfugier dans 
les Si.x CitEs; je suppose que cette e.vpression dEsigne ici 
seulement celle des six villes qui commandait aux cinq 
autres, k savoir la ville mSme de Yu-t'ien, qui Eiait comme 
le chef-lieu du territoire appelE les She CitEs. D’autre part, 
la ville de Li-sie n'Etait point cependant entibrement aban- 
donnEe puisqu'il y Etait restd I’officier chinois chargE de la 
commander et un certain nombre de gens de basse condition 
qu’on employait pour les corvEes, La pibco que nous 
traduisons est une letlre que le commandant chinois de Ja 
place de Li-sie adresse au roi de Khoten pour Je prior de 
prendre certaines mesures administratives afiti que les gens 
aisEs de Li-sie, rEfugiEs dans la ville de Yu-t'ien, puissent 
venir chercher le grain qu'ils ont laissE k Li-sie ct payer tes 
rEquisitions auxquelles ils sont astreints. 

‘ SuppIEez; ‘ont EtddiminuEes’ ou'ontEiE supprimEcs'. 

^ La suite du texte prouve que les deux mots manquants 
doivent etre les mots ^ l la phrase signiiie done : ' les 
hommes (pour les corvdes) et le grain (pour les requisitions), 
tout cela est k Li-sie ’. 

® En d’autres termes, les gens de Li-sie qui avaient quitiE 
cette ville pour se rEfugier dans les Six CitEs, dEciareiU qu ils 
ne peuvent pas s’acquitter des corvEcs et des taxes quon 
rEclame d’eux, car leurs hommes et leurs grains sont rcssEs 
k Li-sie et ils ne peuvent pas allcr les prendre. Its deman- 
dent done qu'on les libbre purement ct simplcmeni des tot\«s 
et des taxes. Ici prend fin la requEte des gens de Li-tx; 
e'est maintenant i’officier chinois qui va p.uler. 

» Le mot a da etre oubliE ici par le scribe. 

>'> SuppIEez; ‘k ce qu'on trouve juste ou admissible. 
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population se plaigne do divcrscs corvdca ct requisitions, afin qu'oa prcime la ddcliiion do liii (liillvi'or uiio 
lettre officicllc par laqucllc die soit libiirec”. Lcs liomnics (pour Ics corvccs) ct lo grain (i)otir Ica rctjiilfililoiiii), 
tout ccla dtant A Li-sie (Li-hsieh), je ddsirc qu'on y ciivoic dcs honuncs pour allcr prcudrc I« ('lalii ; maid 
que nul ne sc permette de Ic faire de son autoritd privdc; pour quo, quand on aura dcinaiuliS luio aiiloiloatlon, 
dans chaque cas une lettre ofiicielle soit le moycn par Icqucl (on sera autoriue A Ic faire), ct pour quo jo vouii 
invite A decider eii outre que ccs gens auront cux-mcmcs la charge d'opdrer co transport, jo fals cetto lettro 
officiellc.’ 

Lettre officiellc de I’officier'^ Tch'eng Sicn (Ch'dng lisicn), datcc du 23" jour du .3" inols do la anndo 
ta-li (768), 

Adressce A Wei-tch'e (Wei-ch'ih), tclic-lo (chih-lo) prdfet dcs Six Cites ct a-niodclic (a-tno-clilli) 


13. 12. 
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d’a-nio-tchc dc Yu-l'ien, tandis quc Ic roi dc Kachgar cst 
appeld a-niO'tchc dc Sou-Ie (cf. mea DocumcnU sur Its Tou-kiut 
vccidtiilaux, pp. 207-208). 

Enfin Ic litre dc ts'cu die ]|ilj ^ cst celui quc nous 
Iraduisons gdniSralcment par ‘prcfct’ ct nous voyons par 
riiistoirc dc Chine que ce tilre dlait frdqucmmcnt donnd h des 
princes barbares ; inais je n’ai renconlrd nullc part I’exprcs- 


[Appendix A 

sion tchc-lo ^ qui prdcdde ici le tilre de ‘prdfet’ et qui 
parait dtre une transcription d'un nom dtranger. 

A la fm de ce document (voyez Hoernle, Report , . II. 
pi. 3), on reraarque le caractdre -[g ‘digne de foi’; ce ca- 
r.aclbre, qui est dcrit d’une main dtrangbre, cst sans doute la 
marque autographe que I’officier Tch'eng Sien a apposde sur 
la copie de son scribe afin de I’authentiquer. 


No. 2. 


Traduction du document manuscrit chinois No. 2, analyst par M. Hoernle. 

{A Report on the British Collection of Antiquities from Central Asia, Part ii. p. 34.) 


Garnison dc Li-sie (Li-hsieh). — Notification au magistrat civil. 

Unc peau de bceuf pour tapis dc sellcs et pour tambours, et des plumes de caille * sont gatees et ne 
valent plus rien ; dies sont pourrics et il scrait difficile dc les conserver. Cette peau, ainsi que les sabots 
et les os, jc les mets ci-joints a votre disposition. Les objets prdcitds sont des fournitures militaires i I’usage 
de la garnison. I Is sont endommages, ct, en ce qui concerne les flcches, on n’a pas de plumes pour en 
fabriquer. Quand cette notification vous sera parvenue, je compte que vous vous procurerez (ces objets) 
dans les quantites requises ct quc, dans un ddlai de cinq jours, vous nous les enverrez. Quand cette notifica- 
tion vous sera parvenue veuillcz me rdpondre. Le 33“ jour du 13'* mois, notification faite. 

Le general Yang Tsin-k'ing (Yang Chin-ch'ing), gouverneur de la place. 
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» Ces plumes devaient servir h empenner des flbehes. 
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No. 3. 

Analyse du document manuscrit chinois No. 3, publid et ddcrit par M. Hoernle. 

(^I Ht-port on the British Collection of Antiquities from Central Asia, Part ii. pp. 24-5, and Plate iv.) 

Cette piece, qui est une convention relative a un pret d’argent cst Iris difficile i\ lire. Elle cst datce 
du 7“ mois de la 7° aninSe kicn-tchong (786) le jour etait aussi indiqud mais n’est 

plus visible; on pout cependant dechiffirer encore le mot ‘vingt’ •}}', qui prouve que ce jour itait compris 
entre le vingtieme ct le vingt-ncuvieme. — Un homme appcle Sou Mcn-ti (Su Min-ti) 'j;^! (?), ayant 

un besoin pressant d’argent J||, fait maintenant un emprunt de quinze mille piices de 

monnale ^ ^ "(11 ff* Le proprietairc de cct argent Tt ^ stipule que, dans un delai de 

huit mois /V ^ o'! rendra unc somme dont le premier terme (dernier caractire de la ligne 3) est 

mallicurcusement fort indistinct; les mots qui suivent sont |iS if -ic ' Seize mille piices de monnaic ’ ; 
mais, si le mot pnicedent est ‘deux’, par cxcmple, il faudrait lire ‘vingt-six mille pieces de monnaie’. Si 
I’cmpruntcur outrepasse cc delai sans faire la restitution do eette soinmc, celle-ci produira un intiret mensuel 
lifi ^ M ^ ^ ^ P^' alors permis au pritcur d’emporter son 

mobilier de manierc a compenscr le capital ct Ics int<lrets p|J "(ff; 7 ^ !)ii ^ ft -Jl m- S’il cst 
insolvable, on pourra exiger que le garant rcstitue le pret a sa place ^ La piece se termine 

par la formule habitucllc : ‘ les deux parties ont ensemble trouve ccla equitable ct clair ct ont apposii 
I’cmpreintc de leurs doigts pour servir do marque’ ^ »E‘ — Ensuite sont mcn- 

tionnes 1® le proprietairc do I’argcnt 2® I’cmpruntcur, Sou Mcn-ti (?), Age de trcntc-neuf ans ^ ^ 

A itlf H 'W* ^ 3 * Ic garant, Ngan □, .Age de trente ans ^ ^ |j|'. — Une note .ajoutec 

plus tardivement indique quo le cinquiemc jour du dixiirmc mois de la septieme annee kien-tchong ^ pj4 
"tl "p 3 l Eli unc personae originairc de Li-sic ^ mais dont le nom cst indechiffrablc, a paye 
sur la somme prevuc dans le conlrat dix mille pieces dc monnaic ^ ^ ^ 


No. 4. 

D. V. 6. 

(Planchc CXV.) 
Traduction. 


(Centre) le scribe' cn ecriturc barbarc A-chc-nai (A-shih-nai)- ct le scribe en dcriturc barbare . . . , (qui 
d^pendent)^ de I’a-mo-tche Che-tseu* (a-mo-chih Shili-tzu) , . . Requite. Moi, Sseu-lio (Ssu-lueh), dans 
le cinqui^me mois de I’anniSc derniire, j’ai donne aux deux hommes priicites un Ane ; nous avons convenu 
du prix de six mille piices dc monnaic. 

Moi, Sseu-lio (Ssu-liieh), j’avais accorde un delai®; il s’est dcoulti maintenant un ddlai de dix mois 


et je n’ai pas regu (I’argent), et I’Ane n’a pas etc rendu; 
punirez et que vous rdglercz cette afTaire. 

* On a vu plus haut (p. 523, n. 12), que le mot JUL paralt 

avoir le sens ‘d’officicr’. Un Jilt, e’est done un 

scribe officiel qui dcrit en Venture barbare. 

* La lecture de ce nom est douteuse. 

’ Aprbs le mot et avant le mot il y a un caractlre 
illisible qui doit avoir le sens de ‘ subordonnd ii ’ ou ‘ depen- 
dant de 


j’espire humblement que vous les poursuivrez et les 

* Si ma lecture est correcte, le mot |jj}j pourrait etre 
la traduction du nom turc Arslan. On a vu plus haut, 
il propos du document No. i, qu’a-mo-tche est le titre du roi 
de Khoten qui dtait le chef suprfime de la circonscription des 
Six Citds. 

* Le mot ~]r, d’aprbs la suite des id^es, paralt avoir le 
sens de ‘ ddlai ’ ; mais e’est une valeur qu’il n’a pas ordinaire- 
ment en chinois. 
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Requdte respectueuse. 

Le copiste qui a copie la deposition verbale. 

rie (781), I'homme du peuple Sseu[-lio]. (Ssu-lueh). originaire 

de Li-sie (Li-hsieh) dans la circonscription des Six Cites. l j. v hi gwaire 
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® La pdriode ta-li s’^tend de 766 a 779. L’annee 781 devrait 6tre designde sous le nom de ‘seconde annde kien-tchong '. 


No. 5. 


D. vn. 2. 


(Planche CXV.) 


Traduction. 

La troisieme annee kien-tchong (chien-chung) (782), le douzieme jour du septieme mois, le soldat Ma 
Ling-tche, (Ma Ling-chih), ayant un besoin pressant d’argent, et ne trouvant aucun moyen de s’en procurer, 
s’est alors adressd a K'ien-ying (Ch'ien-ying), religieux du temple Hou-Kouo (Hu-kuo)* et lui a empruntd 
mille pieces de monnaie. Cette somme produira mensuellement un int^ret^ de cent pieces de monnaie. Si 
K'ien-ying (Ch'ien-ying) a lui-meme un besoin pressant d’argent, il demandera a Ma Ling-tche (Ma Ling-chih) 
de lui rendre int^gralement le capital et I'interet. Si (Ma Ling-tche) est incapable de le faire, il sera entierement 
permis 4 K'ien-ying (Ch'ien-ying) d’emporter le mobilier de (Ma) Ling-tche, ses boeufs et son bdtail pour 
compenser la valeur de la somme d’argent. Ce qui depassera cette valeur, il ne le rdclamera pas^. Dans 


* Hou-kouo signifie ‘ qui protfege le royaume ’. 

“ Les mots ^ij sont ajout^s en surcharge k droite 

d’un mot qui est malheureusement ddchird. Si ce mot dtait 
un nom de nombre, I’intdr^t dtait peut-eure sup^rieur k cent 


pikces de monnaie par mois, quoique cet intdret de 10 % par 
mois soit ddjk formidable. 

® C'est-k-dire que le prdteur ne pourra faire une saisie des 
biens de son ddbiteur que jusqu’k concurrence de la valeur de 
sa crdance. 
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la crainte que quelqu’un ne soit pas (de bonne foi) *, on a done dress6 ce contrat privd. Les deux parties ont 
toutes deux trouvd cela juste et clair et y ont apposd I’empreinte de leurs doigts pour servir de marque. 

Le propridtaire de I’argent. 

L’emprunteur Ma Ling-tche (Ma Ling-chih), dgd de vingt ans. 

La personne qu’il a prise avec lui, sa nidre, la seconde fille Tang, dgde de cinquante ans. 

La personne qu’il a prise avec lui, sa soeur cadette, la seconde fille Ma, igde de douze ans®. 
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‘ Le mot -[= panilt avoir dtd omis apr^ le mot 
° Ce contrat offre un intdrGt tout particulier parce que, de 
tous ceux que nous avons dtudids, il est le seul qui soit entier. 
On y voit que les religieux boudhiques du temple Hou-kouo 
faisaient valoir leur argent en le pretant ii im intdret mensuel 
qui dtait de lo %, peut-etre meme davantage si le dernier 
mot de la ligne 3 est un nom de nombre autre que i. Ces 


religieux dtaient coutumiers du fait, car, dans le contrat 
D. vu. 4. a (Document No. lo), e’est le mSme K'ien-ying, re- 
ligieux du temple Plou-kouo, qui apparait comme le preteur 
d’une certaine quantitd de grain. Enfin, les deux dernibres 
lignes de la piGce traduite ci-dessus nous montrent que les 
tdmoins pouvaient 6tre des femmes et meme de toutes jeunes 
lilies. 


No. 6. 

D. vn. 3. a. 

(Planche CXVI.) 

Traduction. 

lire ligne: (En tel mois de telle annde de la pdriode) ta-li (766-779) . . , Hiu Che-sseu (HsU Shih-ssu; 
ayant un besoin pressant d’argent et . *. 

a“ ligne: ne trouvant aucun moyen de s’en procurer, alors un peigne^, en tout formant un 

gage de cinq cents pidees de monnaie. 

3“ ligne: mensuellement pidees de monnaie. Hiu Che-sseu (HsU Shih-ssu) elle-mdme. 

4“ ligne : . prendre I’argent du capital et de I’intdrdt pour racheter (le gage). Si elle outrepasse le 
terme sans racheter (le gage), ses 

’ Le mot manquant id doit etre le mot supposer une lacune plus considerable que celle que j’ai 

’ Ce terme parait 6tre le dernier d’une dnumdration admise et placer avant le mot une ou deux lignes en 
d objets qui sont livrds par la dame Hiu Che-sseu en gage de blanc qui auraient contenu cette sorte d’inventaire. 
la somme d’argent qu’elle a emptuntde; peut-dtre faut-il 
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5' lignc: seront entitlement confisques et il sera absolument permis dc les achetcr=*. Dans la crainte 
que (luclqu'un ne soit pas de bonne foi, on a done dresse ce contrat pnvt. Les deux parties ont toutes 
deux trouve ccla equitable 
6' ligne: ct clair .... 

7® ligne: Le proprietaire de I’argent. 

8“ ligne: L’empruntcur, dame Hiu Che-sseu (FIsU Shiii-ssu)^ dgde de vingt-six ans. 

9® ligne: La personne qu'ellc a prise avec clle, son fils, Tsin-kin (Chin-chin), dgd de huit ans. 
ic® ligne: Le temoin. 


10. Q. 8. 7. 
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’ On attendrait plutot : ‘ ct il sera enli&rement permis de 
les faire vendre’. C’est une vente judiciaire en eflet qui 
permetlrait au crdancier de recouvrer son argent. Je pro- 


poserais done de substituer ^ a 

* Ce nom indique que cette femme etait le quatorzitme 
enfant de sa famille. 


No. 7. 

D. vn. 3. b. 

En haut, un fragment de contrat relatif a un pret d'argent ; on y lit les mots : ^ Cent pieces 

de monnaie ; comme . . . ’ ; puis les mots ^ et enfin le commencement de la formule A 

^ ‘de crainte que quelqu'un ne soit pas de bonne foi’. 


No. 8. 

D. VII. 3. c. 

Dans le bas, les seuls mots qui ofifrent un sens sont, a ga^he la phrase ^ @ M ‘‘ouer un ^ne 
puis la date qui commence par la mention de la ptriode ^ 7C tcheng-yuan (chtng-yuan) (785-804). 
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No. 9 . 

D. VII. 3. d. 

(Planclie CXVI.) 

Traduction. 

n'w lignc: rc'sidciit habitucU. Quinze mille pieces dc momiaic 

30 ligne : terme. Si on outrepassc ce (terme) sans rendre (I’argcnt prete), on aura alors le 

droit 

3® ligne: la huitieme annec kien-tchong (chicn-chung) (7H7)-, Ic quatriime mois, le ving- 

tiime Jour. 


4® ligne: L’emprunlcur, la femme A-souen (A-sun)"*. 

5® ligne: Le fils de I’emprunteur, Sou Kia-yi (Su Chi.i-i), figd de vingt ans, 

6" ligne: Le fonctionnaire, le tchong-lang (chung-lang) Lien K'i (Lien Ch'i). 

<5. 5. 4- 3- 2- »• 

□ □ 

4^ ^ 'ff; 

fr ft A 

t m ^ ^ 

4> A A P-q '1* 

m ^ m 

m m NT B is. 

^ m H a if 

H* 

* Dans D. vm. 1, nous verrons dc m£me l.a fomiule * La piSriode kicn-tcliong ne comprend en rdalite que Ics 

‘rdsident habiiucl dc cc temple' 2|S ^ ^ 

® Lc mot cst doutcu.w 


No. 10 . 

D. VII. 4. a. 
(Planche CXV.) 
Traduction. 


La dix-septieme annee ta-li (782) ‘ ayant besoin dc grain et ne sachant (ou en trouver)=, 

s’est adresse a K'ien-ying (Ch'ien-ying), rcligieux du temple Hou-kouo (Hu-kuo), et lui a emprunte 
dix-sept . ^ de grain. Ce grain, Ho Hin-yue (Ho Hsin-yileh) a lui-meme fixe un terme, (stipulant que), 
dans un ddlai de neuf mois, il le rendrait. S'il outrepassc ce terme (et ne rend pas le grain) par le 
religieux K'ien-ying (Ch'ien-ying) seront emportds le mobilier de Ho Hin-yue (Ho Hsin-yiieh), ses bceufs 
et ses bestiaux pour compenser la valeur du grain. Ce qui ddpassera cette valeur, il ne le rdclamera pas. 
Dans la crainte que quelqu’un no soit pas de bonne foi, on a done dressd ce contrat prive. Les deux 
parties, dtant en presence Tune de I’autre, I’ont trouve equitable et clair et ont appose I’empreinte de leurs 
doigts pour servir de marque. 

Le proprietaire du grain. — L’emprunteur du grain, lc fonctionnaire Ho Hin-yue (Ho Hsin-yUeh), age 
de trente-sept ans. — Avec lui, la femme de I’emprunteur, la troisi^me fille Ma, dgde de trente-cinq ans. — 
La personne qu’ils ont prise avec eux, la fille ainee HOj de quinze ans. 


' La pdriode ta-li ne comprend en rdalitd que les anndes 
766 a 779. 

® Les trois mots manquants sont vraisemblablement : 






’ Ici un nom de mesure que Je ne puis pas lire. 
* Suppldez ici les deux mots 


3 Y 


sins 
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No. II. 
D. vii. 4. b. 


A droite, en haut, la fin d’un contrat relatif k un pret d’argent. On y lit deux fois les mots 
qui devalent commencer la formule: 'En m^me temps, de I’emprunteur . . .’ Cf. le document n“ 9 oCi se 
trouve I’expression MmA ‘ I’emprunteur Le fragment qui suit est colie d I’envers; on y distingue 
les deux mots ^ ‘ monnaie ’ et ^|j ' arrive Puis vient un fragment avec les mots ^ ‘ le temoin ' ; 

cf. D. VII. 3. 


No. 12. 

D. VII. 4. c. 

A gauche, en haut, les fragments en gros caractdres prdsentent les mots suivants : 

^ it # ^ 
iK' ^ M 

^ m ^ 

A m 

fjTr m B 

Ces mots n’offrent aucun sens suivi. Jc me bornerai a faire rcmarqucr quc le nom du rdigicux la-p'c 
se retrouve dans D. Vlli. 1 (document n® 17), ou on voit que ce pcrsonnagc avait le litre de wei-na ou 
karmaddna. 
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No. 13. 

D. vn. 4. d. 

Ces fragments paraissent appartenir a un seul et meme document, mais ils sont disposes dans le plus 
grand desordre. Tout en has, a gauche, on lit le nom de la periode tcheng-yuan ^ 7C; ^ peu pres 
au milieu de la planche, on voit d’autre part les mots 3 l ^5 je crois qu’il faut rcunir ces deux fragments 
et lire ^ ^ 5E. ‘la cinqui^me annee tcheng-yuan ( 789 )’. Les autrcs fragments contiennent pour la 
plupart des noms de religieux tels que: Ying-ts'ing (Ying-ch'ing), ^ ]j^ Hiuan-ying (Hsiian-ying), 

^ ^ (ITa), ^ ^ Chan-yi (Shan-i), ^ Fa-yeou (Fa-yu). — Enfin, en has, a gauche, on dechiffre 

les mots: ^ ^ ‘esp^re qu’on discutera, et dcmande qu’on regie I’affaire’. 


pieces de monnaie. 


No. 14. 


D. VII. 4. e. 
Get argent, depuis 



Emporter 


No. 15. 

D. VII. 4. f. 

Compte . . h — Petition. 

Les religieux: P'ou (P'u). — . . — Pao-ming. — . . — 

. . . — Fa-tsin (Fa-chin). — Tao-tch'ao (Tao-ch*ao) *. 

§]■ 

ft □ 

^ □ 

□ 

m 

□ ^ 

□ i 

□ 

□ 

m 

M. 

m 

‘ Les deux caract^res qui suivenl le mot ^ ne se trouvent ' ’ Ce document paralt avoir contenu une liste de noms de 

pas dans les dictionnaires. religieux. 


3 Y 2 
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No. 1 6, 

D. VII. 7. 

(Planche CXVI.) 

Traduction. 

I” ligne : Du temple Hou-kouo (Hu-kuo) le religieux Ta-yen qui est chargf; de la suiveillance 

de I’e.xtdrieur 

a“ ligne: combien. 

3“ ligne: Quand I'ordre precite arrivera i Yang-ling, les domestiques susnommes cbuperont I’herbe 
pendant trois 

4“ ligne: jours; on laissera un seul homme pour arroser les champs; les autres hommes s’en iront 
tous et ne pourront pas 

5“ ligne: s’occuper a leur fantaisie; si on viole cet ordre il faudra certainement qu’on soit condamne. 
Le liuitieme mois, le vingt-septieme 

6" ligne: jour, notification faite. — Le wei-na (karmadana) general, le religieux Houei-ta (Hui-ta). 

7° ligne : Le chang-tso (shang-tso) (sthavira), le religieux Houei (Hui). . — Le sseu-tchou (ssu-chu) (vihara- 
svamin), le religieu.x Houei-yun (Hui-yun)k 

7. 6. s. 4. 3. 2. 1. 
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* II est intdressant de constater que cet ordre donnd ii des 
gens qui ddpendaient du temple Hou-kouo est signd par les 
trois principaux dignitaires de ce temple, a savolr : le wei-na 


on karmadana (cf. I-tsing, Record of the Buddhist Religion, 
trad. Takakusu, p. 148, n. i), le chang-tso ou sthavira el 
le sseu-tchou ou viharasv.amin. 


No. 17. 

D. VIII. I. 

(Planche CXVI.) 

Traduction. 

4® ligne : Resident habituel de ce temple ; un ecrit qu’il a laisse voir ... 

5® ligne: ne pas, le wei-na (karmadana) \ le religieux Ta-p'i", prenant le contrat relatif a la servante 
donnee en gage . . . 

6® ligne: s’est perdu en route, il faut craindre que ce . . . 

’ Sur le wei-na ou karmadana, cf. D. vn. 7 (document * Ce Ta-p'i est meniionnd dans D. vii. 4. c (document 

no t6), note 1. 
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No. i8. 

D. IX. i. 

(Planche CXVI.) 

‘ La sixiiime anniSe tcheng-yuaii (chCng-yiian) (790) 

g 

7C 

y'* 


Note additionnelle. 

Les dates qu’on peut relever dans ces divers documents sont les suivantes; 

768, troisieme annee ta-li, dans Ms. A. (document n® i). 

781, inexactement indiquee par D. V. 6 comme ^tant la seizi^me annee ta-li (7^6-779) (document n° 4). 

783, inexactement indiquee par D. VII. 4 comme ^tant la dix-septi^me annee ta-li (7*56-779), mais 
exactement mentionnee par D. Vll. 3 comme etant la troisieme annee kien-tchong (documents 
n”* xo et 5). 

786, ine.xactement indiquee par Ms. C. comme etant la septieme annde kien-tchong (780-783) 
(document n“ 3). 

787, inexactement indiqude par le quatrieme fragment de D. Vll. 3 comme dtant la huitieme annee 
kien-tchong (780-783) (document n“ 9). 

789, cinquieme annde tcheng-yuan (785-804), dans D. VII. 4 (document n“ 13). 

790, sixi^me annee tcheng-yuan (785-804), dans D. IX. i (document n° 18). 

Par leur age, ces documents representent les derni^res traces de I’influence chinoise dans le Turkestan 
oriental sous la dynastie T'ang. Le commissaire de la Chine dans le Turkestan oriental dtait alors Kouo Hin 
^ Uif I residait a Koutcha, ou le vit en effet le pelerin Wou-k'ong peu avant I’annde 789 {Jmirn, asiatiqtie, 
Sept.-Oct. 1895, p. 367). Ce Kouo Hin, qui etait apparente au celebre Kouo Tseu-yi ^ •^, est I’objet 

d’une courte notice dans I’histoire des T'ang {Kieon Tang chon, chap. cxx. p. 1 1 v° ; T'ang chon, chap, cxxxvii. 
p. 7 r®) ; void en effet ce qu’on lit a son sujet dans le Kieon T'ang chon : 

‘ Kouo Hin, k la fin du r^gne de Sou-tsong (756-762), fut nommd Resident des Quatre Garnisons 
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E3 ^ ^ ^ du moment oh la region de Kouan et de Long H ^ fut tombee au pouvoir 

des Tibetains, ses communications avec la Chine furent interceptdes par les barbares. Ceux qui etaient en 
titre cojnmissaires des Quatre Garnisons et de Pei-t'ing, k savoir Li Sseu-ye ^ ^ et Li-fei Yuan-li 

^ 7U ;Ti§. se contentaient tous de les commander de loin. Apr^s que Kouo Hin eut etd ainsi tenu dans 
I’isolement pendant quinze ann^es, la deuxieme annee kien-tchong ( 781 ), lui et Li Yuan-tchong ^ ^ tjt 
qui avait le titre de tsie-tou-che de Yi (Kami), Si ^ (Tourfan) et Pei-t'ing ;([j ^ (pres de Goutchen)i 
envoy^rent tous deux des messagers k la cour. (L’empereur) To-tsong les f^licita et rendit un d^cret en ces 
termes : “ Les Quatre Garnisons et les Deux Cours royales ^ ont la charge gdn^rale des cinquante-sept peuples 
barbares du Hia occidental ^ et des Dix Tribus + M » -g ^ Depuis que notre dynastie a ^te 
fondle, ces peuples sont venus constamment (rendre hommage k la cour) et se sent tous acquittes de leurs 
devoirs. Mais, d partir du moment oil la region de Kouan et de Long a cesse d’etre bien gardee, I’Est et 
rOuest se sont trouves separ^s ; les hommes loyaux et fideles ®, en versant des larmes de sang, se sont maintenus 
a leur poste; avec vigilance ils ont ddfendu le territoire qui'leur dtait confid; ils ont conserve et honore la r^gle 
qui leur avait etd imposee par I’empereur. Ce resultat a dtd obtenu parce que tous, chefs supremes, gouverneurs 
et g^ndraux, ont uni leurs efforts et ont etd d’accord. Le tsie-tou-che de Yi, de Si et de Pei-t'ing, Li Yuan- 
tchong, sera nomme grand Protecteur du Pei-t'ing; le resident gouverneur des Quatre Garnisons, Kouo Hin, 
sera nomme grand Protecteur du Ngan-si, et tsie-tou-che des Quatre Garnisons. Quant aux autres fonction- 
naires, gendraux, officiers et gens de grades infdrieurs, on les promouvra en comptant leur temps de service 
comme valant sept fois (le meme temps de service dans des conditions normales)." — Li Yuan-tchong avait 


a I’origine le nom de famille Ts'ao , et le nom personnel Ling-tchong -=0- ^ ; c’est k cause des services 
qu’il avait rendus qu’on le gratifia d’un autre nom de famille ’’ et d’un autre nom personnel. — En ce temps, les 
envoyds de Kouo Hin passerent par (le territoire des) Houei-ho ^ (OuVgours) ® et traversdrent les diverses 
tribus barbares et c’est ainsi qu’ils parvinrent a la cour®.’ 

Void maintenant ce que le Tseu tche t'ong kien de Ssett-ma Kouang nous apprend sur ces mdmes dvdnements : 
Annde 781 : ‘Depuis que les T'ou-po (Tibdtains) s’dtaient empards de la rdgion de Ho et de Long 
le Pei-t'ing (prds de Goutchen) et le Ngan-si (Koutcha) s’dtaient vu intercepter toute communication (avec 
la Chine). Le tsie-tou-che de Yi (Hami), Si (Tourfan) et Pei-t'ing (prds de Goutchen), Li Yuan-tchong 

rdsident des Quatre Garnisons, Kouo Hin ^ ^ |jj fl/f, 


* Les quatre garnisons sont Karachar, Koutcha, Kachgar 

et Khoten. L’ensemble de ces territoires formait le Pro- 
tectorat de Ngan-si dont le centre administratif dtait 

a Koutcha. 

® La rdgion de Kouan et de Long, qu’on appelle aussi la 
rdgion de Ho et de Long ^ [!^, comprenait le Kan-sou 
et I’extreme ouest du Ch^n-si. C’est pendant la rdvolte de 
Ngan Lou-chan (756-758) que les Tibdtains, profitant des 
embarras causds k la dynastie T'ang par cette rdbellion qui 
la mit ^ deux doigts de sa perte, commencdrent a occuper 
ces territoires. Quand ils s’y furent ddfinitivement dtablis, 
c’est-a-dire vers 766, ils interceptdrent toute communication 
entre la Chine et les deux Protectorats de Ngan-si (Koutcha) 
et de Pei-t'ing (prbs de Goutchen). 

’ La Cour antdrieure dtait k Kao-tch'ang (Yar-khoto, prks 
de Tourfan) ; la Cour postdrieure dtait a Pei-t'ing (Dsimsa, 
pres de Goutchen). 

* Le Hia occidental est I’ancien pays de Ta-hia J 

cette expression designe ici les contrdes d’occident ou le 
royaume qui exerjait une sorte d’hdgdmonie sur tous les 
autres dtait le Tokharestan. Le pdlerin Wou-k'ong parle en 
effet, vers 780 p.C., des ‘cinquante-sept peuples du Tokhare- 
stan’; le Tseu ich: Co 7 tg kien (chap. 431. p. 6 ro) mentionne. 


en 784, les ‘ cinquante-sept royaumes des contrdes d’occident ’ 
; le Tang chou (chap. Ixxvii. p. 7 r") 
dit que, en 767, on rdtablit le nom de Ngan-si 
avait did changd en celui de Tchen-si k la date de 

737) et que, par la suite, on rattacha k la juridiction du 
Protecteur du Ngan-si les cinquante-sept commissaires des 
pays barbares S ^ ^ ^ 

‘ Les cinq tribus Tou-lou (Dzoungarie) et les cinq tribus 
Nou-che-pi (rdgion de Talas et de Tokmak) qui formaient la 
nation des Tou-kiue (Turcs) occidentaux. 

‘ £loge de Kouo Hin, de Li Yuan-tchong et de leurs 
subordonnds qui, quoique sdpards pendant de longues anndes 
de la mkre-patrie, reslkrent courageusement au poste qui leur 
avait dtd confid. 

’’ Le nom de famille Li dtait celui de la famille im- 
pdriale des T'ang. 

® Les Ouigours dtaient alors allids aux Chinois. En 789 > 
le pklerin Wou-k'ong passa lui aussi par le territoire des 
Ouigours lorsqu’il voulut revenir de Pei-t'ing (prks de 
Goutchen) k Tch'ang-ngan (Si-ngan-fou). 

* Cf. Bushell, The early history 0/ Tibet, Journ. R. As. Soc., 
N. S., vol. xii. p. 504, lignes 4-6. 
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s’<5taient mis a la tSte de leurs officiers et de leurs soldats, avaient fermd leur territoire et s’dtaient tenus sur la 
defensive; d plusieurs reprises ils avaient envoye des messagers apporter des requetes (i I’Empereur), mais 
aucun d’eux n'etait parvenu i destination et (ces deux hauts fonctionnaires) dtaient rest& sans nouvelles depuis 
plus de dix ans. En cette annee, ils envoyirent des messagers qui, en prenant des chemins d^tourn& et en 
traversant les divers peuples Hoti arrivirent en venant du pays des Houei-ho [5] (OuVgours) ; I’Empereur 
les felicita; le septi^me mois, le jour wou-wou, qui etait le premier du mois, il promut (Li) Yuan-tehong h. la 
dignite de Grand protecteur gdneral de Pei-t'ing :f[j ^ ^ et lui confera le titre nobiliaire de Roi de 

la commanderie de Ning-sai (pris de Si-ning) ^ ^ 3 E 1 nomma (Kouo) Hin Grand protecteur gdndral 
du Ngan-si ^ IS ^ tsie-tou-che des Quatre Garnisons |/l| ^ ^ et lui confdra le titre 

nobiliaire de Roi de la Commanderie de Wou-wci (Leang tcheou) ^ ^ Les officiers et les soldats 
furent promus en comptant au septuple leur temps de service.' 

‘Le jour ping-tseu, on confera i Yuan Kouang-t'ing ^ prdfet ddfunt de I’arrondissement de Yi 

(Hami), le titre posthume de president du minist^re des travaux publics. A la fin de la pdriode t'ien-pao 
(743-755), (Yuan) Kouang-t'ing etait pr^fet de I'arrondissement de Yi (Hami) lorsque les Tib^tains s’empar^rent 
de la region de Ho et de Long |ij||. (Yuan) Kouang-t'ing se ddfendit avec energie pendant plusieurs 
annees; les T'ou-po (Tibdtains) eurent recours i cent moyens pour I’attirer, mais ne purent le soumettre. 
Lorsque les vivres furent dpuises, que les armes de guerre eurent dtd toutes employees et que la ville fut sur le 
point de tomber au pouvoir de I’ennemi, Yuan Kouang-t'ing commen9a par tuer sa femme et ses enfants, puis 
il se briila lui-mSme. C’est quand les envoyds de Kouo Hin arrivirent a la cour qu’on fut pour la premiere 
fois informe de ces faits et c’est alors qu’on confdra un titre posthume i Yuan Kouang-t'ing.’ 

En 783, rdvolte de Tchou Ts'eu ^ ^ qui s’empare de la capitale Tch'ang-ngan (Si-ngan fou) et qui se 
proclame Empereur de la grande dynastic Ts'in ^ ^ puis, I’annde suivante, Premier empereur celeste 
de la dynastic Han 'i^ ^ vaincu et tud du cinquiime au sixiime mois de I’annde 784. 

A la suite de ces dvinements, le Tseu tche t'ong kien ajoute (automne 784) : 

‘ Auparavant,' quand I’empereur avait lancd les T'ou-po (Tibdtains) i I’attaque de Tchou Ts'eu ^ il 
leur avait promis que, s’ils rdussissaient dans leur entreprise, il leur donnerait les territoires de Yi (Hami), 
de Si ^ (Tourfan) et de Pei-t'ing ^ (pres de Goutchen). Quand Tchou Ts'eu eut dtd mis a mort, 
les T'ou-po (Tibdtains) vinrent rdclamer ces territoires ; I’Empereur etait dispose i envoyer aux commandants 
des deux garnisons (de Ngan-si et de Pei-t'ing), Kouo Hin ^ |jjj' et Li Yuan-tchong ^ JQ I’ordre de 
revenir a la cour, et il dtait pret a livrer ces territoires (aux Tibdtains). Mais Li Pi' ^ tint ce discours: 
“Les gens de Pei-t'ing et de Ngan-si ont un caractdre fier et brave; ils tiennent en respect les cinquante- 
sept royaumes des contrees d’occident" ainsi que les T’ou-kiue des Dix Tribus. En outre ils separent en 
deux la puissance des T'ou-po (Tibdtains) et les empdchent de masser tons leurs soldats pour faire des 
empietements du cdtd de Test. Comment done les livrerions-nous en restant les mains jointes ^ ? En outre, 
les habitants de ces deux garnisons, quoique se trouvant isolds dans une rdgion lointaine, ont agi avec le plus 
entier loyalisme et ont ddployd tons leurs efforts pour ddfendre avec dnergie depuis pres de vingt ans les 
intdrets du gouvernement chinoisj ils sont vraiment dignes de compassion. Si un beau matin on les 
abandonne pour les livrer aux barbares, ils en dprouveront certainement un profond ressentiment dans leur 
coeur, et, quelque autre jour, ils viendront k la suite des T'ou-po (Tibdtains) faire des ravages comme s’ils 
avaient a venger un grief personnel. D’ailleurs, rdeemment, les T'ou-po (Tibdtains) ont gardd I’expectative 
et n’ont pas avaned, hdsitant seerdtement entre deux partis'; ils ont fait un grand pillage k Wou-kong 
^ ^ et ne se sont retirds qu’apres avoir reju une ran9on ®. Quel service nous ont-ils rendus ? ’’ — Les membres 
de I’assemblde ddlibdrante approuvdrent les paroles de Li Pi et I’Empereur ne livra done pas ces territoires.’ 


* Les paroles de Li Pi se retrouvent dans la biographie 
de cet homme d’dtat {I'ang chou, chap, cxxxix. p. 5 r“). 

“ Cf. p. 534, n. 4. 

* C’est-k-dire sans agir, sans faire aucun effort pour con- 
server ces territoires. 


* Leur ddvouement k la cause de I’Empereur n’dtait pas 
sincere. 

* Le quatridme mois de I’annde 784, les Tibdtains avaient 
ran9onnd la ville de Wou-kong, qui dtait k 40 li k I’est de la 
sous-prdfecture actuelle de Mei (prdf. de F'ong-siang, 
prov. de Chkn-si). 
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Annde 789, douzicme mois; ‘Auparavant, (les gouverneurs de) Ngan-si (Koutcha) et de Pei-t'ing (pres 
de Goutchen) avaient tous deux empruntd le chemin des Houei-hou (OuYgours) 1 jh) §§ pour presenter leurs 
rapports a I’empereur, et c’est pourquoi ils entretenaient des relations d’amitie avec ce peuple; cependant, 
comme le Pei-t'ing (pres de Goutchen) etait tres voisin des Houei-hou (OuYgours), ceux-ci lui adressaient 
sans se lasser des r(iquisitions extraordinaires. II y avait aussi plus de six mille tentes des Cha-t'o 
qui s’appuyaient sur le Pei-t'ing ; puis les trois (tribus) Ko-Iou ^ jf^ (Karlouks) et les T'ou-kiue (Turcs) 
a vStements blancs S M tous se rattachaient aux Houei-hou (OuYgours). Les Houei-hou 

(OuYgours) ayant a diverses reprises envahi et pilJd (les Karlouks et les Turcs), les T'ou-po (Tibetains) 
employ^rent les troupes des Ko-lou (Karlouks) et des (Turcs i) vetements blancs pour attaquer le Pei-t'ing ; 
le grand conseiller des Houei-hou (OuYgours), Hie-kan-k'ia-sseu ^ ^ vint a la tete d'une armee 

secourir (le Pei-t'ing).' 

Annde 790, cinquidme mois : ‘ Hie-kan-k'ia-sseu, (gdndral des) Houei-hou (OuYgours), livra bataille aux 
T'ou-po (Tibetains), mais il ne fut pas vainqueur ; les T'ou-po (Tibdtains) attaquerent avec un redoublement 
d’energie le Pei-t'ing ; les gens du Pei-t'ing, qui d’ailleurs dtaient excedes des requisitions extraordinaires que 
leur adressaient les Plouei-hou (OuYgours), vinrent avec le chef des Cha-t'o, Tchou-ye Tsin-tchong ^ 

^ iaire leur soumission aux T'ou-po (Tibdtains). Le tsie-tou-che Yang Si-kou ^ ^ ^ ■i!j i a la tete 
des deux mille soldats qui composaient son armde, s’enfuit dans I’arrondissement de Si ^j*| (pres de Tourfan).’ 

‘En automne (790), Hie-kan-k'ia-sseu mit en campagne tous les soldats de son pays, au nombre de 
plusieurs myriades, et alia tenter de reprendre le Pei-t'ing; mais il fut encore une fois battu par les T'ou-po 
(Tibetains) ; plus de la moitie de ses soldats pdrirent ; Yang Si-kou rassembla les quelques centaines 
d’hommes qui lui restaient et se disposa a regagner I’arrondissement de Si (pres de Tourfan); cependant 
Hie-kan-k'ia-sseu, usant de fourberie, lui dit: “Venez pour un moment avec moi a I’ordo (du kagan OuYgour)." 
Mais alors on le retint et on ne le renvoya pas ; en definitive on ie mit k mort. A partir de ces evenements, 
le Ngan-si (Koutcha) fut entierement isol 4 et nul ne sut quel avait dtd son sort cependant I’arrondissement 
de Si (pres de Tourfan) continua i se bien defendre pour rester fidele aux T'ang.’ 

De tous ces textes historiques il resulte que, d^s I'annee y66 environ, les Tibetains reussirent a isoler 
presque entierement de la Chine le Turkestan oriental et la rigion de Tourfan et de Goutchen; les 
fonctionnaires chinois dtablis dans ces possessions lointaines de I’empire reussirent cependant a s’y maintenir, 
et, en 781, ils purent faire parvenir de leurs nouvelles i la cour. En 784, I’empereur, pour reconnaitre les 
services que lui avaient rendus les Tibetains en I’aidant a triompher du rebelle Tchou Ts'eu, etait dispose 
a leur ceder ces debris d’une grandeur d^chue, mais il en fut empeche par les remontrances de Li Pi. 
Lorsque le pterin Wou-k'ong revint des Pamirs en Chine en passant par Kachgar, Khoten, Aksou, SaYram(?), 
Koutcha, Karachar et Dsimsa (pr^s de Goutchen), pour partir de cette derni^re ville dans le neuvieme mois 
de I’annee 789 et arriver d Si-ngan fou dans le deuxi^me mois de I’ann^e 790, il trouva encore, dans toutes 
les localites que nous venons d’enumerer, des residents chinois dont il nous a conserve les nows. Cependant, 
des le douzicme mois de I’annee 789, les Tibetains etaient venus assidger Pei-t'ing (pres de Goutchen); les 
OuYgours tenlerent vainement de secourir cette place; iis furent vaincus le cinqui^me mois de I’annee 790 et 
le resident chinois Yang Si-kou fut oblige de s'enfuir i Tourfan ; cinq mois plus tard les Ouigours allies 
a Yang Si-kou faisaient un nouvel effort pour reprendre le Pei-t'ing, mais ils dchouaient cette fois encore et 
Yang Si-kou allait mourir chez les OuYgours qui trouvaient plus expedient de se ddbarrasser de lui que de 
continuer 4 le soutenir. A partir de ce moment, toute relation cessa entre la Chine et le Turkestan oriental. 
Les documents de Dandan Uiliq dont les dates s’^chelonnent de 768 a 790 se rapportent 4 cette periode 
ou I’influence chinoise subsistait encore dans tout le Turkestan oriental, bien quelle neiit deja presque plus 
de communications avec le gouvernement central. 


^ Ceci est en parfait accord avec ce que nous apprend la 
notice sur Wou-k'ong ; nous savons en effet que ce p&lerin, 
pour se rendre en 789 de Pei-t'ing (pr^s de Goutchen) 
a Tch'ang-ngan (Si-ngan fou), dut prendre le chemin qui 
traversait le pays des OuYgours (Journ. asiah'jue, Sept.-Oct. 
1895. P- 370). 


“ Get officier chinois est mentionn^ dans la notice sur 
Wou-k'ong {Journ. asialigue, Sept.-Oct. 1895, p. 369). 

’ Le Pei-t'ing (pres de Goutchen) ^tant tombd au pouvoir 
des Tibetains, le Ngan-si (Koutcha) fut dbs lors enticement 
isold et on n’eut plus aucune nouvelle de la petite garnison 
chinoise qui y ^tait reside. 



Part ii] ■ 


DOCUMENTS FROM NIYA SITE 


637 


PART II 

LES DOCUMENTS SUR BOIS DE NIYA 


N. XV. 326. (Planche CXII.) 

‘La cinqui^me anniie t'ai-che, le vingti^me jour ting-tch'eou du dixiime mois dont le premier jour est le 
jour wou-wou, le prdfet de Touen-houang, . . 

Note. — Conime I’a reconnu S. W. Bushell, la cinquidme annde I'ai-che est I’annde 269 p. C. L'exactitude de cette date est 
confirmde par les textes historiques ; nous lisons en elTet dans le Tsin-chou (chap, iii), que, la cinquidme annde I'ai-che, le 
premier jour du cinquifeme mois fut le jour ling-hai, 24® du cycle. II rdsulte de Ih que, en la cinqui&me annde t'ai-che, le premier 
jour du di.xidme mois dut etre le jour wou-wou, 55® du cycle; or cette indication est prdcisdment celle que nous trouvons sur 
cette fiche de bois. — Touen-houang se confond pratiquement avcc Cha-tchcou ^fj, h. I’Ouest de la province de Kan- 
sou. — Aprhs le mot on voit la parlie de gauche d’un catactbrc qui est vraiscmblablement le mot ^ ; c'est peut-etre le 
commencement d’un titre qui pourrait etre analogue it celui que nous trouvons h la date de 270 dans le Isin-chou (chap, iii): 

‘ surintendant gdndral des affaires militaires des deux arrondissements de Yong et 

de Leangt 


N. XV. 93 a. b. (Planche CXIII.) 

1 # ii is f J • . • 

*(Un tel, ayant par delegation de la dynastie) Tsin (les titres de) ta-tou-wei exergant les fonctions de 
che-tchong, grand marquis investi par les Tsin, (protecteur? de) Chan-chan (au sud du Lop-nor), Yen-k‘i 
(Karachar), K'ieou-tseu (Koutcha), Sou-le (Kachgar) . . . ,, allid aux Tsin . . .’ 


Note. — Dans la formule ^ ^ pjl ^ le mot ^ signifie que le fonctionnaire ayant le titre rdel de 
ta-tou-wei exerce les fonctions de che-tchong. Le mot a done la meme valeur que le mot ; mais le mot Tp parait dtre 
employd quand un homme exerce des fonctions supe'ruures it cclles de son titre rdel, tandis que le mot donnerait Ji entendre 
qu’il est chargd de fonctions infe'rieures it celles qu’implique son titre rdel. — Le Wei lio publid entre 239 et 265 p. C. 

par Yu Houan, nous foumit un autre exemple de la formule que nous avons ici ; parlant en effet du roi du Kiu-che postdrieur 
dit: ‘La dynastie 

Wei confdra au roi de ce pays, Yi-to-tsa, le titre de ta-tou-wei exer9ant les fonctions de che-tchong nommd par les Wei ; il rejut 
le sceau de roi nommd par les Wei.' — D’autre part, la formule ‘ allid aux Tsin ' que nous avons ici rappelle celle que 

nous trouvons a la date de 229 p. C. dans le San-kouo-lche (chap, ii, p. 3 1°), lorsqu'il est question de I’investiture accordde 
h. Po-t'iao ^ (Vasudeva?, ap. Parker, As. Quart. Review, July 1902), roi des Ta Yue-tche ^ ^ (Indoscythes) ; 
Po-t'iao fut en effet nommd ‘roi des Ta Yue-tche allid aux Wei.' De meme, en 238 p. C., une 

lettre de I’empereur de Chine k la reine du Japon (I’impdratrice Jingo) commence par les mots : ‘ ifidit adressd ^ Pi-mi-hou, 
reine de Wo, allide aux Wei . . "^Ij ^ 3E §1^ Pf’ (San-kouo-tche, chap. xxx. p. ii v®). Enfin en 

1 26 p. C., un personnage de la tribu postdrieure de Kiu-che 0 ijj fut nommd ‘ marquis, allid aux Han, de la .tribu postdrieure ' 
^ oR Annales principales du Tsin-chou (chap, iii) que I’empereur Wou (265-289) de la 

dynastie Tsin sut faire reconnaitre sa suprdmatie dans les pays d’Occident: en 270, les pays de Ta-yuan (FerghSnah) 

et de Yen-k'i ^ ^ (Karachar) vinrent lui apporter tribut ; en 283, 1 ’dtat de Chan-chan ^ (au sud du Lop-nor), en 
285, ceux de K'ieou-tseu ^ et de Yen-k'i ^ (Karachar), envoydrent des jeunes gens de families princidres pour 
qu'ils prissent du service d. la cour de I’Empereur; en 287, le K'ang-kiu ^ (Samarkand) chargea un ambassadeur 
d’offrir des prdsents. Aprds le rdgne de I’empereur Wou, ces relations avec les pays d'Occident cessent entidrement ; quoique 
non datde, la fiche que nous dtudions en ce moment doit done selon toute vraisemblance remonter a I’dpoque de I’empereur 
Wou (265-289). Dds lors, elle ne pent gudre designer que le roi de Yen-k'i (Karachar), Long Houei ^ •^, qui, vers 
cette dpoque, semble-t-il, prit I’hdgdmonie sur tons les Hou d’Occident (voir plus loin la note additionnelle, p. 543) ; seul en 
effet Long Houei eut un pouvoir assez dtendu pour etre ddsignd comme dominant d la fois sur Chan-chan, Yen-k'i (Karachar), 
K'ieou-tseu (Koutcha) et Sou-le (Kachgar). 

3 Z 
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N.XV.188. (Planche CXII.) ^ ® ® 51 ^ V® It (M) • • • 

‘ Wou-wei, Si-p'ing, commanderie de Si, Tchang-ye, Tsieou-ts'iuan, Touen-houang . . 

Nok . — Nous avons ici une (Enumeration partielle des hurt commanderies qui dependaient de Leang-tcheou Jl'I'j, Le 
Tsm-chou (chap. xiv. p. 14 v®) nous fournit la liste complete qui est la suivante: ‘Commanderies: !<> de Kin-tch'eng 
(auj. prefecture de Lan-tchedu prov, de Kan-sou), 2° de Si-p'ing (auj. prefecture de Si-ning gg ^), 3“de 

Wou-wei ^ (auj. prefecture de Leang-tcheou j'j'j), 4° de Tchang-ye gg (auj, prefecture de Kan-tcheou 
jl'l'I). 5 ° de Si g§ (auj. sous-prefecture de Chan-tan (Jj dans la prefecture de Kan-tcheou), 6° de Tsieou-ts'iuan ‘Jg ^ 
(auj. prefecture sec. de Sou ^), 70 de Touen-houang ^ ^ (auj. sous-prefecture de Touen-houang), 8° de Si-hai ^ 

(en un point mal determine du territoire de la prefecture de Kan-tcheou ■y' )/'!'()•* 


N. XV. 116. (Planche CXIII.) ^ M 

Tchang-ye et Tsieou-ts’iuan. d (telie date). Cf. N. xv. 188. 

N. XV. 85. (Planche CXIV.) 

‘Le tchang-che Pao a rendu (cet edit).’ 

JVok . — II est vraisemblable que, avant les mots se trouvaient les deux mots ^ : nous retrouverions alors le 

litre de tchang-che des pays d’Occident qui apparait dans le document N. xv. 328, 


N, XV. 328 et N. XV. 75. (Planches CXII, CXIII.) (Ces deux fragments se font suite.) ® ^ ^ ^ 

‘ Le tchang-che des pays d’Occident a dcrit dans son camp (?) que, lorsque la lettre du Hong-lou serait 
arrivde, on devrait se conformer 4 cette lettre. Lo-pou-yen, le 30® jour du 1 1® mois, s’est conforme 4 I’ordre 
de I’ddit.’ 

JVok. — Le litre de tchang-che des pays d’Occident apparait dans le Tsin^chou (chap. Ixx.xvi. p. 7 ro), oh on voit mentionnd, 
vers ian 324 p. C., un certain Li Po, tchang-che des pays d'Occident ffi « ft i6 ^ — Le Hong-lou sseu est 

I’administration chinoise qui dtait chargee des relations avec les peoples barbares. — Lo-pou-yen parait etre un nom d’homme ; 
cf. N. XV. 348. 


N. XV. 348. (Planche CXII.) — 

a ecrit et rendu (un ddit) ; lorsque cet edit est arrive, Lo-pou-yen, le 30® jour du 3“® mois, s est 
conform^ a I’edit.’ 


N. XV. 345. (Planche CXIV.) ^ 3 E 
‘Le roi de Chan-chan.’ 

iVbre -Chan-chan Aait au sud du Lop-nor. — A droite de ces mots, il semble qu’on puisse lire le mot ^ ‘ ddit ’. 


N. XV. 73. (Planche CXII.) ^ ^ ^ 

’ Le roi de Yu-t’ien a dcrit et rendu (un ddit) ; cet ddit est arrivd et a 6 t 6 re9U 
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N. XV. . 09 . (Pb,.d,c CXIII.) oj;. = ^ _ P, Ig ag ^ jpg jljj; J|f JjJ ^ -g- 

' Le premier jour du troisitimc mois dernier, il est montd i clicval ct s’est rendu i Yuan-tch'eng pour 
y recucillir (Ic niontant dc cette) dette ; au terme fixe, il est parti ; il faudra , . 

.VaV.— O n trouve nicntionnd dans le Tsin-chou (chap. xiv. p, 6 vo) unc sous-prdfccture de Yuan-tch'eng qui e.xiste encore 
aujourd’hui sous cc nonr dans la province de Tche-li ; niais il est vraiseniblablc que cette ville n'a rien de commun avec celle 
dont il est question ici. 


N. XV. 353- (ri..nchc C.XII.) Mi ’S' ^ i® SK 3? « « * ff f! B « W ® 

ta iW # * # |li .Kl 

‘ . cn plusicurs occasions succcssivcs n’a pas rendu ; peut-etre Ngan-pic-mou en secret a-t-il pratiqu6 
des achats de grain sans cn donner aucun avis. Avant que la lettre eiit etc redigde, chacun sccritement, le 
fonctionnairc Tchcou . , .’ 


Xi'le. — Traduction irits inceitaine. .Vu lieu de Ngan-pic-mou, on pounait aussi lire: ‘Le prdfet de Ngan-pie'. 


N. XV. 3.j. (Pl..nd,c CXIII.) ± W /Pf S' * ^ 111! 7 : tS} fli a S ® ^ ® 

Q « ‘S ± Ilii M 0f a 

‘ II dit a scs supcricurs quo dans toutc I’etcnduc dc la prefecture on avait declare quo Ics poursuites pour 
I’arreter avaient etc vaincs ; on lui permit ainsi dc passer dans sa famille sans etre pris. Le prdfet ct son 
adjoint ont tous deux demande d’abord par ovi il avait passe auparavant.’ 

.V.i.V. — Traduction ties inccrUiinc. — Le mol dcsigne une circonscription administrative que nous traduisons par le 
mol ‘prdfcciurc*. 


N. .XV. 189 . (Planche C.XIII.) iff} f]- 

'. . . a etc arretc; le prefet ct son adjoint ont deji livrd . . 


N. XV. 362 . (Planche C.XII.) /\ X‘5 VA S?- iW B W 10 M till i£ T ^ T 


' Lcs huit hommes susnommes, Ton, avant qu'il cut redigd par ecrit son accusation, avait dit au prefet 
dc lcs poursuivre ct dc lcs arretcr ; maintenant, dc nouveau cct ordre est rendu ct il est promulgue partout.’ 


N. xv. 176 . (Planche CXIII.) :{j|j ^ ^ 

‘ I’arrctcr; on nc I’a p.is encore pris.’ 

N. XV. 315 . (Planche CXIII.) ^ ^ ^ ^ 5|£ ^0 jjit; JlHi M M ^ ^ ^ ^ 

‘ .... dit que, par Fou, officier militaire dependant du gouvcrncur, a dtc ddposde cette accusation centre 
IIou (le barbarc?) ct Ics prisonniers; I’accusation implique IIou . . .’ 
iXr/r. — Traduction Irb inccrtainc. 


N. XV. 37 . (rJanche CXIII.) ^ ^ Ijil M # S?- ^ ^ HO ^ ^ 

‘Cheng-yi (nom dliommc?) fut impliquti avec lcs prisonniers dans I’accusation; Fou interrogea son ami; 
la reponsc fut Icntc ct breve.’ 

Xo/e—La. mention du personnage appcld Fou scmbic indiquer que ce document se rapporte it la meme affaire que 
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N. XV. 203. (Planche CXII.) ^ — 

‘L’homme susnomme appartient a ..... . habits et pieces de monnaie, dans le stiipa (?), va le porter 
luI-mSme au prdfet de Touen-houang ; a Taller et au retour . . .’ 

Nole . — Traduction trbs incertaine. 

N. XV. 53. (Planche CXIII.) + 

‘ Hou-tche-tchou (c.'i.-d. le barbare Indoscythe Tchou), (originaire) du royaume des Yue-tche (Indoscythes), 
flge de 49 ans, taille moyenne, teint fonce.’ 

N. XV. 191. (Planche CXII.) A ^ ® ^ ^ 

‘. . . (originaire) du royaume des Yue-tche, Hou-tche (c.-a-d. le barbare Indoscythe , . .).’ 

N. XV. 337. (Planche CXII.) ^ ^ -j- ^ M ^ M W ^ 

' Tch'eou (ce mot parait faire partie d'un nom d’homme), dge de quatorze ans ; de petite taille ; tous 
sont vetus de pantalons et de tuniques de toile ; ils tiennent sous le bras (?),.. .' 


N. XV. 152. (Planche CXIII.) 

* . . . (i.g 6 de (trente) ans) ; taille moyenne, teint foncd ; yeux grands ; il porte la moustache et la barbe.’ 
N. XV. 08. (Planche CXII.) 

‘Yi (ce mot doit faire partie d’un nom d'homme), de cinquante-six ans; on Tappelle aussi Nou; de 
taille moyenne ; ses cheveux et sa barbe sont grisonnants ; il est vdtu . . .’ 


N. XV. 192. (Planche CXIV.) + A — 

‘Yi, age de cinquante-six ans; on Tappelle aussi Nou; de taille moyenne; ses cheveux et sa barbe sont 
grisonnants ; son teint . . 

JVo/e . — Voyez la fiche pr^c^dente, N. xv. 08. 

N. XV. 09. (Planche CXIV.) ^ M M ^ 

‘ il porte la moustache et la barbe ; et il est v6tu de . . . . en toile blanche.’ 

N. XV, 02. (Planche CXII.) ^ ^ ^ M. 

, il est v^tu d’un pantalon et d’une tunique de toile et porte des chaussures de chanvre.’ 


N. XV. 339. (Planche CXIII.) ^ ^ ^ 
‘. . . il porte la moustache et la barbe.’ 


N. XV. 169. (Planche CXIII.) 


‘. . . la moustache et la barbe.’ 
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N. XV. 139. (Planche CXIII.) 

' sous-prdfecture de □ — tch'ang.’ 

N. XV. 145. (Planche CXIV.) j'fj ’T' 3 BP 
‘Je gouverneur a ordonnd au prdfet d’appeler i cettc charge . . 

N. XV. oio. (Planche CXIV.) ^ 

. appeler a cette charge; I’adjoint I’a not6 par ^crit.’ 

N. XV. 59. b. (Planche CXIII.) f ^ ^ij J; 

‘le . . . jour, la lettre du tsong-che (nom de fonctions) est parvenue i son superieur.’ 

N. XV. n^. (Planche CXIII.) # ^ ^ ^ 

‘le ts'ong-che Siun manda par dcrit Hiu.’ 

N. XV. 324 - (Planche CXII.) ^ f J 

‘. . . un clieval blanc tachete; une selle et une bride vieilles et ordinaires.’ 

N.xv.ioi.a. (Planche CXIV.) ^ 1 } T pjf ^ ^ 

'. . . par un acte separ^, il ordonna d tous les prefcts et sous-pr^fets que cela concernait de foiirnir 
des escortes a celui qu'on avait nommd* a cette charge.’ 


N. XV. 100. (Planche CXII.) 

les deux hommes susnomm&, depuis le vingt-troisi^me jour du premier mois dernier 


N. XV. 207. (Planche CXIII.) 

. le trenti^me jour du douziime mois a enfreint . . .’ 


N. XV. 123. (Planche- CXII.) ^ M B ^ n M 

‘ . rendre ; il ne I’a pas pu au jour de I’^chdance ; il est parti secretement, sans en donner avis . . 

N. XV. 175. (Planche CXIV.) ^ A 

‘Houo (nom d’homme), accompagnd d’un serviteur . . 

N. XV. 125 & 127. (Planche CXIV.) 1 Wl ^ O O Pjf ^ ^Jf ^ M U W M 

‘ Ts d n est pas au nombre de ceux qui , . . ; tous les prdfets que cela con^erne ont deji dit au gouver- 
neur de le poursuivre . . 


N. XV. 351. (Planche CXIV.) A ^ ttP 0 
‘Le trenti^me jour du huitiime mois . . 
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N. XV. 6i & 62. (Planche CXIII.) 

‘Nan-cheng (nom d’homme?), age de 25 ans ; deux chars a bceufs; deux bceufs jaune-rouge (?) ’. 


N. XV. 82. (Planche CXII.) Pjy ff ^ 
‘ la oil aller, gagner sa vie . . 


N.XV.78. (Planche CXII.) 

‘ le gingembre de ?, la noix d’arec du sud, ces marchandises . . 


N. XV. 69. (Planche CXIII.) ® 


a 




‘Houan Ki dtija auparavant a expose dans ses discours que . . .’ 


N. XV. 72. (Planche CXIV.) 

‘ Yin est son frere aln^ (?).’ 


N. XV. 34 - (Planche CXII.) 'j^ — ^ ^ ^ ^ M 

‘ de fonctionnaire un sceau ; tout le roste a dtd inscrit et envoyd a I’ancien . . .’ 


N. XV. 349. 
N. XV. 82, a. 


(Planche CXII.) 
(Planche CXIV.) 


illisiblcs. 


Note addition nelle. 

Les fiches qu’on vient de lire se rapportent au ddbut de la dynastie Tsin, qui commen9a dc rcgncr cn 
265 p.C. Jc crois done utile de donner ici la traduction dcs notices fort succinctes que le Tsin-chou (chap, xcvii. 
p. 5 v° — 6 v") a consacrees au.x royaumes de Yen-k'i (Karachar), K’ieou-tseu (Koutcha), Ta-yuan (Oura-tepc) 
ct K'ang-kiu (Soghd) k 


ROYAUME DE YEN-K'I I® % (KARACPIAR). 

Le royaumc de Yen-k'i (Karachar) est a 8200 li i I’ouest dc Lo-yang; son territoire s’etend dans la 
direction du sud Jusqu’a VVei-li - ^ ; dans la direction du nord, il est limitrophe dcs Wou-souen ^ ; 

il a une superficic de quatre cents li dc c6te. Sur ses quatre faces il y a dc hautes montagnes; les chemins 
y sont diflScilcs d’acces ct resserrds ; si cent hommes les defendent, mille hommes ne pourraient passer. Pour 
cc qui est dc leurs mceurs, les hommes sc coupent les chcveu.'c ; les femmes portent dcs vestes ct mettent dc 
grands pantalons. Les coutuines du manage y sont les memes qu’en Chine. Ces gens sont apres au gain ct 
pratiquent la tromperie. Le roi a pour gardes du corps quelques dizaincs d'hommes qui sont tons arrogants 
ct n’ont aucun egard pour les personnes, de quelque rang qu'ellcs soient. 


' Si on joint a ces notices la notice sur le pays de Ta Ts'in 
^ ^ qui n’ajoute rien a cc que renfermait deji le //«.v 
el la longue nolice sur les T’ou-yu-houen 
jiji du Koukou nor, qui sont en dehors du cadre de noire 


diude, on aura la toiaiiid dcs p.agcs que le Tsir.-cLu comae rc 
au.x barbarcs d'Occidcnt. 

* Prbs dc Kourla (cf. Tcuug-fao, 1903, p. 531, n. 5). 

^ Dans les vaiiecs de la Tekes ct dc I'lli. 
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Sous le rcgnc de I’empcreur Wou, pendant la periode t'ai-k'ang (280-289 p. C.), Long Ngan |||| roi de 
ce pays, envoya son fils (a la cour des Tsin) pour qu’il fut enrole dans les gardes du corps 

La femme de (Long) Ngan etait une fille de (la peuplade des) Koual Hou - ; elle fut enceinte pendant 

douzc mois, puis son cote se fendit et elle mit au monde un fils qui fut nomme Houei et qui devint h^ritier 
presomptif. Des sa jeunesse, Houei se distinguait par sa bravoure; (Long) Ngan, se sentant gravement malade, 
dit i Houei: ‘J’ai etd autrefois insulte par le roi de K'ieou-tseu (Koutcha), Po Chan ^ (j[|, et mon cceur ne 
saurait I’oublier ; si vous etes capable de me venger, vous serez vdritablement mon fils.’ Quand Houei fut 
monte sur le trdne, il attaqua a I’improviste et vainquit Po Chan ; il s’etablit alors dans le royaume de ce dernier 
ct envoya son propre fils, Hi regner dans son ancien pays. 

Houei dtait audacieu.x et avise ; il prit done I’hegemonie sur tous les Hou d’occident ^ ; d I’est des 
Ts'ong-ling ^ (Pamirs), il n’y eut personne qui ne lui ffit soumis. Cependant, confiant dans sa bravoure, 
il se conduisait sans prdcautions ; une fois qu’il dtait sorti et passait la nuit dehors, il fut assassind par un 
homme du pays de K'ieou-tseu (Koutcha) nommd Lo-yun ^ 

Apres CCS dvenements, Tchang Kiun* ^ envoya (345 p. C.) le prefet de Cha-tcheou Yang Siuan 

a la tete d’une multitude d’hommes, pour administrer les pays d’occident ; (Yang) Siuan donna le titre 
de commandant d’avant-garde a son lieutenant Tchang Tche ^ ;j;jg ; partout ou allait (Tchang Tche), les 
habitants disparaissaient comme le vent. Cette armde dtant arrivde dans le royaume (de Yen-k'i), Hi lui tint 
tete et livra bataille aupres de la ville de Pen-louen ^ mais il fut battu par (Yang) Tche. (Yang) 

Tche continua sa marche en avant pour camper au (defile des) Portes de fer® ; il en dtait encore a plus 


* Dans les annalcs principales de I'erapereur Wou 

chou, chap. iii. p. 10 r«), nous lisons quo le lo® mois de la 
sixiime annde t'ai-k'ang (283) les rois de K'ieou-tseu 
(Koutcha) et de Yen-k'i (Karachar) envoybrent chacun un 
de leurs fils k la cour des Tsin pour y Ctre au service de 
rcmpcrcur. 

’ Nous retrouvons le nom des Kouai Hou menlionnd cent 
ans plus tard ; en efict, lorsquc, en I’annde 384, Lu Kouang 
S Fou Kien fit sa cdlkbre cxpddi- 

tion dans le Turkestan oriental, le roi de Koutcha, Po Chouen 
tfj )^ 1 i’ centre lui le secours du roi dcs Kouai Hou ; 

le Tscu tche fong kien (70 mois de I’annde 384) se borne 
k dire k ce propos que les Kouai Hou dtaient plus loin dans 
I’oucst que Koutcha. 

* Le passage nous fait croire quo Long Houei est prdcisd- 
ment le personnage qui cst mentionnd dans la fiche N xv. 
93. a, b avec une litulature qui ne peut convenir qu’k un prince 
ay ant I'hdgdmonie sur tout le Turkestan oriental. 

‘ Tchang Kiun dtait un membre de cette famille 

Tchang qui, pendant plusieurs sikcles, devait continuer 
k fournir dcs chefs locaux k la rdgion de Leang tchcou 
^ (voycz I’inscription do 894 consaerde au gendre de 
Tchang Yi-tch'ao ^ ^ dans wcrj^twis chifwscf 
iU rAu'e Ccniriite d’apres les cslampages de JI. Ch. E. 
honin’, jT. 77 et suiv.). En I’annde 334, Tchang Kiun avail 
re?u dcs Tsin les litres de ‘gdndral cn chef, surintendant 
gdndral dcs affaires militaircs dans la rdgion a I'oucst de 
Chin ct dans les arrondissements de Yong, Ts'in ct Leang' 

» lit a ® sa- m v 

{Tuu tche feng kitu, a* mois de 1'anr.de 334)- Ett fitit 


Tchang Kiun dtait un petit souverain et se conduisait comme 
tel. C'est en 345 que sa puissance atteignit son apogde, 
aprks qu’il eut conquis Yen-k'i (Karachar) ; void en efict ce 
que nous lisons dans le Tscu tche fong kien, k la date de 345 : 
«Le douzikme mois, Tchang Kiun attaqua Yen-k'i (Karachar) 
ct le soumit. Cette meme annde, Tchang Kiun ddtacha les 
onze commanderies qui sent Wou-wei ^ (Leang tchcou), 
etc., pour en faire I’arrondisscment de Leang ^ ^j j, et il 
y nomma comme prdfet son fils hdritier, (Tchang) Tch'ong- 
houa il ddtacha les huit commanderies qui sont 

Tsin ^■, etc., pour en faiie rarrondissement de Ho )jt]" 
il y nomma comme prdfet Tchang Kouan 
commandant militaire, Pacificaleur dcs Jong; il ddtacha les 
trois commanderies qui sont Touen-houang etc., 

ainsi que les trois camps du Proiecteur gdndraJ des rdgions 
d’occidcnt et en fit I’arrondisse- 

raent de Cha ^ ; il y nomma comme prdfet Yang Siuan 

commandant militaire dcs Hou occidcnlaux [lEj 
Tchang Kiun lui-meme se proclama grand sur- 
intendant gdndral et gdndral cn chef ct s’arrogca le litre de 
roi de Leang ^ I H cut la haute direction des trois 
arrondissements.' 

’ Le ddfild des Portes de fer dtait k 50 li a I'ouci! dc 
Yen-k'i (Karachar); il cst indiqud sur une dcs deux cartes 
chinoiics gravdes cn 1137 ct conservdes darxs !c Pci lin dc 
Si-ngan fou {Dccumcnlt sur les 'Hu-kiue OccidcrJsux, p. 7, 
lignes 38-39; hullctin dc r£coIc franfaiied’Extren;!.* Orient, 
tom. iii, carte A, cn regard dc la p. 214). 
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de dix li lorsque Houei, s etant mis de nouveau a la tete de ses troupes, le devan9a pour I’attendre dans la vallee 
de Tchd-lieou ^ ^ ; au moment oii (Yang) Tche allait y parvenir, quelqu’un lui dit : ‘ (L’empereur Kao)- 
tsou, de la dynastie Han, s’effraya (du nom) de Po-jen^ ^ ^ et Ts'en P'ong ^ mourut a P'ong-wang^ 
^ ; maintenant le nom de cette vallde est Tcho-lieou ® ^ ; peut-etre va-t-il y avoir la une embuscade.’ 

(Yang) Tche s’avanga seul a cheval pour s’assurer de ce qui en dtait ; il y avait en effet des gens embusques qui 
se leverent ; (Yang) Tche les attaqua au galop et les vainquit; puis il s’avan5a et s’empara de Wei-li ^ 
!?P.> ^ quarante mille hommes de son peuple, vint, le buste denude, se soumettre a (Yang) Siuan 

^ M.- tard,) quand Lu Kouang § fit la conquSte des pays d’occident (383), Hi EB se soumit 

derechef a lui ® ; puis, lorsque (Lu) Kouang se fut arrogd la dignitd impdriale, Hi envoya un de ses fils pour 
entrer au nombre de ses gardes du corps. 


ROYAUME DE KTEOU-TSEU 


(KOUTCHA). 


Le royaume de K'ieou-tseu (Koutcha) est a 8280 li a I’ouest de Lo-yang. Les moeurs des habitants sont 
les suivantes : ils ont une ville muree avec des faubourgs et les remparts y sont triples ; a I’int^rieur se trouvent 
mille stupas et temples du Buddha. Les gens s’occupent d’agriculture et d’elevage. Les hommes et les femmes 
coupent leurs cheveux et les font pendre sur le cou ®. Le palais du roi est magnifique et resplendit conime une 
demeure celeste. 

Sous le r^gne de I’empereur Wou, pendant la periode t'ai-k'ang (280-289 p.C.), le roi de ce pays envoya 
son fils (a la cour des Tsln) pour qu’il entrit dans les gardes du corps. A la fin des r^gnes des empereurs 
Houei ^ (290-306) et Houai (302-312), k cause des troubles qui ddsolaient I’Empire du Milieu, il envoya 


des ambassadeurs offrir en tribut des produits de son pays k Tchang Tch'ong-houa^ 


A r^poque de 


Fou Kien celui-ci envoya (383 p.C.) son g^ndral Lu Kouang § ^ fi® soixante-dix mille 

hommes, pour attaquer ce pays®: le roi, Po Chouen ^ 5^, ddfendit son territoire et ne se rendit pas''; (Lu) 
Kouang, faisant alors avancer ses troupes, vainquit et conquit (cette principaut6). 


' En 199 av. J.-C., I’empereur Kao-tsou arriva dans la 
locality de Po-jen et devait y passer la nuit ; on avait fait des 
pr^paratifs pour I’y assassiner ; mais I’empereur eut un pres- 
sentiment et ne sdjourna pas en cet endroit (cf. Sseu-ma 
Ts'ien, trad, fr., t. ii. p. 391-392). D’apres le texte que nous 
traduisons, c’est le nom mSme de Po-jen qui aurait 6t6 la 
cause du pressentiment qui sauva Kao-tsou ; Po-jen en effet, 
si on I’dcrit mA. signifie ‘ qui met les gens en pdril ’. 

“ Ts'en P'ong est un gdndral de I’empereur Kouang-wou, 
fondateur de la dynastie des Heou Han ; il pdrit en I’annde 
35 p.C., dans la locality de P'ong-wang, dont le nom signifie 
prdcisdment ‘la perte de P'ong’ (I/eou Han chon, chap, 
xlvii. p. 8 v“). 

“ C.-h-d. ‘ qui arrSte ’. 

■* Cf. p. 542, n. 2. 

“ Il est vraisemblable que Hi, qui dtait roi de Yen-k'i en 
34S, devait avoir cessd de rdgner en 383 ; en effet, d’aprds 
d’autres textes, le roi de Yen-k'i qui fit sa soumission k Lu 
Kouang se nommait Ni-lieou ^ {Tsm-chou, chap, 
cxxii. p. I vo). 

® Cette phrase me parait signifier qu’hommes et femmes 
coupent leurs cheveux k ras du cou. 

’ Nous avons vu plus haut (p. 543, lignes 2 1-22 de la n.4) 
que Tchang Tch'ong-houa dtait le fils de Tchang Kiun. 11 


succdda k son pkre comme roi de Leang et mourut le jour 
ting-mao du onzikme mois de I’annde 333 {Tseu iche t'ong 
kien . 


* Lu Kouang dtait guidd dans son expddition par le roi du 
Kiu-che ^ antdrieur (Tourfan), Mi-l'ien ^ et 
par le roi de Chan-chan Hieou-mi-i'o ^ 

qui tons deux dtaient ddvouds k la dynastie Ts'in 


“ En 384, le roi de Koutcha, Po Chouen ^ (c’est 
ainsi que le nom est dcrit dans le ^eu Iche tong AtV«), se 
voyant menacd par Lu Kouang, demanda du secours 
k ses voisins de I’ouest, les Kouai Hou (cf. p. 543, 

n. 2); le roi des Kouai Hou envoya k sa rescousse son 
frkre cadet, le marquis de Nou-long et le gdndral 

K'ouei k la tete de plus de 200,000 cavaliers ; ces chefs 
entrainkrent en outre avec eux plus de 200,000 soldats des 


pays de Wen-sou ^ ^ (Ouch Tourfan), Wei-t'eou 4^ 
(Safyr bay, au S.-O. d’Ouch Tourfan), &c., mais cette 
immense armde fut vaincue par Lu Kouang, qui pdndlra en 
vainqueur k Yen-k'i (Karachar) et soumit ainsi k son autoritd 
tout le Turkestan oriental. On sait que, parmi les prison- 
niers que Lu Kouang fit k Karachar, se trouvait le cdlkbrc 
religieux Kumarajiva (cf. Bunyiu Nanjio, Catalogue, App. If. 
n“ 59 )- 
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ROYAUME DE TA-YUAN ^ (OURA-TEPE). 

Le Ta-yuan cst a 13350 li a I’ouest de Lo-yang; vers Ic sud, il arrive jusqu’aux Ta Yue-tche ^ ^ 
vers le nord.il touche au K'ang-kiu ^ (Soghd). II possc-de soixantc-dix villes grandes ou petites; le sol est 
favorable a la culture du riz et du ble ; on y fait du vin de raisin ; il s’y trouve beaucoup d’excelicnts chevaux ; 
CCS chevaux suent du sang. Lcs habitants ont Ics yeux profondement enfonces et ont beaucoup de barbe. 
Voici ce qui conccrnc leurs mceurs: quand un homme veut se marier, il commence par donner en prdsent 
a sa fiancee une baguc d’accordailles en or; puis on le met a lYpreuve en lui livrant trois servantes; si aucune 
d'elles n'a de fils, on rompt le mariage. Quand des enfants sont issus d’un commerce illegitime, on meprise 
leurs meres. Quand quelqu’un donne un cheval d monter a un homme, si le cheval est indocile et si I’homme 
tombe et sc tue, e’est le proprictaire du cheval qui doit faire les frais de la mise en biere. Ils sont tous 
commerfants et se disputent pour un profit de la moitie d'un vingt-quatridme d’once. Quand ils ont de Tor et 
de I'argent de I'Empire du Milieu, ils en font aussitdt des ustensiles et ne s’en servent pas comme de monnaie. 

La sixieme anniie t'ai-k'ang (585 p. C), I’empereur Wou envoya I’ambassadeur Yang Hao ^ conftirer au 
roi de ce pays nornmii Lan-seou ^ le titre de roi de Ta-yuan. A la mort de Lan-seou, son fils Mo-tche 
^ prit le pouvoir ; il envoya un ambassadeur oflrir en tribut des chevaux qui suaient du sang. 


ROYAUME DE K'ANG-KIU ^ jg (SOGHD). 

Le royaume de K'ang-kiu est i environ 2coo Ii au nord-ouest du Ta-yuan. Il est limitrophe (des pays) de 
Sou-yi* ^ et de Yi-lie ^ ^ij. Le roi reside dans la ville de Sou-hiai- ^ ^ Pour les mceurs, 

pour Paspect exterieur des hommes et pour les vetements, ce royaume est a peu pres identique au Ta-yuan. Ce 
pays cst temperd ; il produit en abondance le peuplicr, les sanies et la vigne ; il s’y trouve beaucoup de boeufs 
et de moutons ; d'excellents chevau.x en proviennent. 

Pendant la periode t'ai-che (265-274 p. C.), le roi de ce pays, nomme No-pi jlJP envoya un ambassadeur 
presenter d rcmpcrcur une requete sccllee et en meme temps lui offrir d’excellents chevaux. 


‘ Le II(0u Han <hou (chap, cxviii. p. 6 r«) < 5 crit Li-yi 

* Comtnc I’a diabli Marquart (i?/<r Chronologic dcr altliirki- 
scktis Imchrifltn, p. 52, ct Eranlahr, pp. 303-304), Sou-hiai 


doit Sire la transcription du nom de Soglid. C’lftait alors 
la ville de Kesch qui ( 5 t.iit la capitale du Soghd (cf. Documcnti 
sur lcs Tou-kiue occidentaux, p. 146), 
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PART III 

LES SGRAFFITI ET DOCUMENTS CHINOIS DU FORT D'ENDERE 




Ko ^ 

m -1 i 

^ M 7C 

Ik ^ 

n m 




Sgraffito dit temple dEndere (Planche XI). 


Note ecrite la septieme annee k'ai-yuan (719 p. C.). 

. . . tche kien. II apprit que son commissaire des troupes et de la cavalerie etait mort ; 
puis les Ouatre Garnisons ^ et les grands TibAains - , , . 

. . . avec les officiers des grands Tib^tains. Le haut dignitaire du t'ai-tch'ang Ts'in 
Kia-hing revint dans le district place sous ses ordres. 


* En 719, les Quatre Garnisons ^taient Koutcha, Khoten, 
Kachgar, Karachar. Cf. Documents stir les Tou-kiue occi- 
dentaux, p. 113, n. 2. 

^ Ta Fan, ‘ les grands Fan,' est le nom sous lequel les 
Tibdtains se ddsignent eux-mSmes dans le traitd entre la 
Chine et le Tibet gravd sur pierre a I’dpoque des T'ang. 


Cf. Bushell, ‘ The early history of Tibet,’ Roy. As. Soc., 
N.S., vol. xii. p. 536. 

’ Le t'ai-tch'ang-sseu est I’administration qui preside au.\: 
sacrifices de I’fitat. 

* Je n’ai pas retrouvd le nom de ce personnage dans les 
histoires chinoises. 


Sgraffito de la salle B. Hi ePEndere (Planche XI). 
g) (dcrit HI). 


^ (ecrit ce qui est une orthographe admise). 

Jll 

‘ L’envoye imperial Sin Li-tch'ouan.’ 


m ^ M 

m ^ m 
n ^ 

^ A 
it tff 


Fragments de documents trotivh dans le temple dEndere. 

E. i. 36 a. 


I'® ligne : D'une maniere injuste, il a travailld a impliquer dans I’affaire I’ancienne femme de 
cet homme, Li Che-san . . . 

a° ligne : par ce qui precede espere attendre jusqu’avant le mariage . . . 
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FI 

t£ m 

m ^ 

#v m 

ijl j|l|t i<« lignc : . . . jour. Rcquctc du fonctionnaire Tcheou Hiuan-foii K 

a* ligne; hcou-cheou-, general en chef du corps d’armec dcs tso yu Hn, IFa/i^ (?) Tcfic-tsiaag. 

EE 

i/l 

M- 

‘ Noin d'homme. Lc mot JUL signifie ‘ fonctionnaire ’ Ces deux mots doivent faire partie d'un titre chinois. 


E. i. 8. 


Maintcnant, venant de la ville . . . venir demander. 


4 A : 
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TIBETAN MANUSCRIPTS AND SGRAFFITI 

DISCOVERED BY DR. M. A. STEIN AT ENDERE 

EDITED BY 

L. D. BARNETT. M.A., D.Litt., 

ASSISTANT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ORIENTAL PRINTED BOOKS AND MSS. 

OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM 

AND 

A. H. FRANCKE 

MORAVIAN MISSION, LEH 


PREFATORY NOTE 

In the following pages are published the fragments of Tibetan literature and the inscriptjuno 
discovered by Dr. Stein at Endere. A brief estimate of their historical significance has been 
given by me in the yourital of the Royal Asiatic Society for January, 190.^, and I hope that 
the publication of this material will enable scholars to supplement and, where necessary, to 
correct the views which I have there expressed. 

In the division of the work between the Rev. Mr. Francke and myself, the task of 
editing the whole of sections i and ii fell to my lot, while most of the philological material 
forming sections iii and iv has been contributed by Mr. Francke. When I began to study 
the MSS. and photographs placed in my hands by Dr. Stein, it became plain to me that the 
dialectal peculiarities of sections iii and iv presented problems soluble only by a scholar in 
close touch with the living dialects of Tibet. I therefore sent to Mr. Francke at Leh a 
transcription of the poems forming section iii and my readings of the inscriptions photographed 
by Dr. Stein (section iv), and in response to my request Mr. Francke generously contributed 
the valuable notes which appear under his name in those sections. 

Finally I have to record my deep gratitude to two scholars who have unselfishly aided 
me. The weary labour of piecing together the multitudinous fragments of the Salistamba-sutra 
was lightened by the generosity of Professor de la Valine Poussin, who placed at my disposal 
the Sanskrit version of that text prepared by him; and on many points, notably in the study 
of section iii, Mr. F. W. Thomas has given me the benefit of his scholarly judgement. 

L. D. BARNETT. 


Londoft, 1905. 
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I 

FRAGMENTS OF THE SALISTAMBA-SUTRA 


The following fragments originally formed part of a large and well-written paper potki about i8|^ inches in 
width and a| inches in height. The text is written on one side of the page only, and has been revised, 
apparently by the scribe himself. The pages are numbered in the usual way, seemingly by a second hand, 
on the left-hand margin. 

As will be seen from the appended notes, the text preserved in these fragments substantially agrees 
with that of the Kanjur, Mdo xvi. It would seem that the text of the Kanjur represents a later revision 
of that given in our fragments, a few passages having been slightly expanded and ambiguous words changed 
to simpler language. 

A number of roots which in modern Tibetan end in -r, -/, or -n have in our MS. a final ~d appended. 
This -d is the so-called drag of the native grammarians, and is found in other ancient MSS. ^ In isolated 
instances it is omitted in our MS. from roots that elsewhere have it, a fact indicating that it was already 
beginning to be dropped in actual speech. It can only be traced with certainty once in the other MSS. 
of Endere, which are apparently of a less canonical literary character; and the popular sgraffiti on the 
same site also have it but once. 

We also find a y between m and the high vowels i and e, for example viyi, viye, myed. An exception 
is me t'og. After vowels, where the modern literary language writes ah, we find here always yah. Before 
a short pause a final -a sometimes appears to be lengthened to -a, the letter being added on the line^ 
whereas at the end of sentences the syllable o is added, as in the modern language. Other peculiarities 
need not be specially mentioned. 

As regards form of writing, there is no difference from the modern dbu-caii script. The letter 
sometimes has a small tick attached to it on the top, at the right side ; but this form is found in other old 
MSS. and books. 

The fragments are numerous, and often minute; but with the aid of a block-print of Mdo xvi of the 
Kanjur, kindly lent by the India Office Library, it has been possible to assign to each its place. In the text 
given below a thick vertical bar marks the point where the reading of a line in a fragment ends and is 
continued in another fragment. The original owner of the MS. tore each page into two or more pieces, and 
distributed these as offerings before the statues of divers deities [see above, p. 435]. Hence it is seldom that 
all the component parts of a page have survived. As a rule, however, the morsels are sufficiently numerous 
to make up the larger part of each of the pages represented by them ; and in such cases the gaps 
in the pages have been filled up by inserting the missing words from the Kanjur, enclosing them in 
square brackets and altering their spelling to suit that of our text. Before each page or fragment of 
a page is added a reference to the numbers of the pages in the India Office copy of the Kanjur, Mdo xvi, 
upon which the corresponding passage is to be found. In collation I have disregarded variations of no 
importance, e. g. where the Kanjur gives pa or ba as compared with ba or pa of our MS., or when the 

* See the Rev. Mr. Francke’s 2«r Aiionr/rX ’ I have indicated this added sound in transcription by 

und Grammaiik des Tibetischm, in the Zeitschrift der Bcul- a circle at the end of the word, corresponding to the tran- 
schen Morgtniandischm Gesellschaft, Bd. Ivii. p. 295. scription of the at the beginning of words. 
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latter uses contracted forms, as iinc, for the full spelling of the Kanjur {tin I'lc). My aim has been to 
show the more significant points of difference between our fragments and the Kanjur, and their bearing 
upon tlie original Sanskrit text 

On tlie subject of this Sutra the essays of Professor de la Vallee Poussin should be consulted {Journal 
asiatique, 1902, p. 237 ff., 1904, p. 357 ff.). 


(A. Fol. 2.) 

{Milo xvi, ff. 19 1 b- 192 a.) 

Line i. . . . rky[e]nd kyis reg pa | reg pai rkyend kyis ts'or bao * | ts'or bai rkyend kyis sred pa | sred 
pai rkyend kyis lend pa [ [lend pai rkyend kyis srid pa | srid pai rkyend kyis skye ba j skyc bai rkyend 

kyis rga si dan | mya nan daii [ smre snags odond pa dan | ] 

2. sdug bshal ba dan ] yi mug pa- dan | ok' rug pa rnams obyuh ste | de Itar sdug bsiial gyi p'uh po 

e'en po^ odi ob[yuh bar ogyur ro !1 de la ma rig pa ogags pas cdu byed ogag | odu byed ogags pas rnam 

par ses pa] 

3- °g^S 1 rnam par ses pa ogags pas myih dan gzugs ogag ] myin dan gzugs ogags pas [skye mc'cd 
drug ogag I skye mc'ed drug egags pas reg pa ogag | reg pa ogags pas ts'or ba ogag [] 

4. ts'or ba ogags pas sred pa ogag | sred pa ogags pas lend pa ogag | lend pa ogags pas srid pa 

ogag [1 srid pa ogags pas skye ba ogag [ skye ba ogags pas rga si dan | mya nan dan | smre shags odond 
pa dan | sdug] 

5. bshal ba dan ] yi mug pa dan ok'rug pa rnams ogag par ogyur te j de Itar sdug bshal gyi p'uh 
po e'en [p]o [odi egag par ogyur ro ) odi ni bcom Idan odas kyis rtend cih cbrcld par obyuh ba] 

A single fragment (E, i. 12), numbered on the margin and forming part of page 2 in the original 1 \IS. ; 
width, about 8-2 in. ; height, in. 

* This Icngihening seems due to the short pause fol- ’ The Kanjur here, .and ag.iin in 1 . 5, read.s^;i/«/^i// 

lowing: compare nao (B i and 4, E i), pao (C 3, 3), * After /u here and in L 5 the Kanjur adds oA» /e, i. e. 

myta (D 3). 

(B. Fol. 3.) 

{Mdo xvi, ff. 192 a-b.) 

Line i. zes gsuhs so li c'os gah ze nao ] cp'ags pai lam y.m lag brgyad pa ste | edio ’ Iti ste yah 

dajg pai Ita ba dah | yah dag pai rtog pa dan | yah dag pai hag [dan j yah dag pai las kyi mt'a dah ) 

yah dag pai] 

2. ots'o ba dah j yah dag pai rtsol ba dah | yah dag pai dran ba dah | yah dag pai tihe odzind to | 
odi ni op'agjs pai lam yan lag brgyad pa 2cs bya ste obras bu rned^ pa [dah mya han las odas pa geig 
tu bsdus] 

3. te bcom Idan odas kyis c'os so zes bka stsald to I! 1 dc la sans rgyas bcom Idan odas J gah 2c na J 
sus c'os t'ams cad t'ugsu c'ud pai p'yir sans rgyas ze[s bya ste | dcs op'ags pai ses rab kyi spyan dah] 

4. c'os kyi skus^ byah cub'* byed pa dah \ slob pa dah inyi slob pai c'os rnams gzigs so’li tic la ji 
Itar na rtend cih obrcld par obyuh ba mt'oh 2e nao” [ odi la bcom Idan o[d.as kyis sus rtend cih obrcld 
par obyuh ba rtag pa] 

3. dah srog myed pa dah srog dah bral ba dah ji Ita bu hid dah ma nord pa dah ma skyes pa dah 

ma byuii ba dah ma by.as pa dah' t'ogjs pa myed pa dah dmyigs pa myed pa dah zi ba dah myi ojigs 

pa * dah [myi op'rogs pa dah rnam par 2i ba ma yin pai rah b2in du mt'oh ba ste |] 

Two fragments (E. i. 32.1, 18), forming the greater part of the third page of the original MS.; width, 

9 in. and 4J in. rc.-pcctively ; height, 2] in. 

‘ T!io spelling is probabl)' a mere blunder. text seems to point to an otigir.ai tcading tomctliing like 

* In the Kanjur /Vi. . v.herci. the word in the 

* Ti’.e Kanjur tc.id> e'en /.V5/a, fee. Our Kanjur repreicnl 
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* The unaspirated cu5 may be a mere error; compare 
mm ka, M 4 . 

^ The Kanjur reads c'os de dag (i. e. cTPl. . . . ’tw'H) 
gzigs pao. 

' This clause in the Kanjur reads thus : de la rten cin 


obrel pa cbyuh ba ml' oh ba ji lla btt h ua. The Sanslcrit lias 

^ Here the Kanjur adds odus ma byas pa dah, i. e, 
The omission here is probably due to error, 

® Tlie Kanjur reads ojtgs pa vied pa. 


(C. Fol. 4.) 

{Mdo xvi, ff. 193 b-i93a.) 

Line i. [gan gis ts'ul odi odra bar c'os la yan rtag pa | srog myed pa dan srog dan bral ba dan ji Ita 
bu nid] dan ma nord pa dan ma sicyes pa dan ma byun ba dan ma byas pa dan odus ma byas pa dan 
t'ogs pa myed pa’- dan dmyigs pa myed pa dan zi [ba] 

3. [dan myi ojigs pa dan myi op'rogs pa dan rnam par zi ba ma yin pai ran b^in du mt'on ba dc 
op'ags pai c'os mnon bar rtjogs sin* yan dag pai ye ses t'ob pas* bla na myed pai c'os kyi skur saiis 
rgyas mt'on no zes gsuns so II smras pao 

3. [cii p'yir rtend cin obreld par obyun ba zes bya | smras pao ] rgyu dan bcas rkyend daii bcas pa Ja 
byai [ rgyu myed rkyenjd myed pa la * ma yin te | dei p'yir rtend cin obreld par obyuii ba zes byao l| de 
la bcom Idan odas kyis rtend cin obrel par 

4. [obyun bai mts'an nid mdor bsdus te bka stsald pa rkyend odi nid kyi obras bu stc j dc Mm gilegs 
pa rnams byun ya]n run ma byun yan run c'os mams kyi c'os nid odi ni odug pao 2cs bya ba nas | gan 
edi c'os nid dan c'os gnas pa nid dan- 

5. [c'os m3d ogyur ba Sid dan rtend cin obreld par obyun ba mt'un ba dan de b^dn fiid dan ma nord 
pa de bzin nid da]n | gzan ma yin ba de bzin nid dan j yan dag pa nid dan bden ba k'o na daii j de k'o 
na nid* dan ma nord pa nid dan p'yln ci ma 

A single fragment (E. i. 34 a), forming about half of the fourth page in the original MS. ; width, about 
9]: in.; height, 3|in. 


‘ The Kanjur, which immediately before agreed with our 
text, has here the words Peg ma mtd pa, L e. 

" in the Bianjur. 

’ In the Kanjur ses dan Idan pas, as on the preceding 
P 2 ge. Our text suggests a reading ^ 


?) Sic. 

* The Kanjur reads la ni. 

The words de do na nid dan, probably a translation of 
dT4dl or are v/anting in the Kanjur. 


(D. Fol. 7.) 

{Ptldo xvi, f. I94a-b.) 

Line i. ba byao snam du myi sems so [ de bzin du c'ui k'ams kyah edi Itar’ bdag [gfjjs sa bon 
dan * par [byao snam du myi] | sems so [ myei k'ams kyah edi Itar bdag gis sa bon ts os par byao " .snarn 
du myi sems so | rluh gi k'ams kyah edi 

2. Itar bdag gis sa bon obu bar byao snam du myi sems so j nam mk'ai | k'ams kyah edi Jtar b[dag 
gis sa boa] j la myi sgrifa pai bya ba byao snam du myi sems so [ dus kyah odi Itar bdag gis sa bon 
hsgyur bai bya ba byao snam du myin ] 

3- 'ems so j sa bon yah edi Itar bdag gis myi gu * mnon bar bsgmb | bo snam du myi £e[m.3 so j 
gu"ya][h edi Itar bdag ni rkyen odi dag gis mnon bar bsgrubs so snam du myi sems mod kyi j lond 

^"Hh rkyend edi dag yod r -7 ^ - - « . - 

* la sa bon c-^ pa na mvi ga sahoa bar egrao par egyur ro j d£e3 faz'ia cu j me t og- yod na obras 
t-d 5ar du yah m'lhon bar c^b par o^nn- te j myi gu de yah bdag gis ma byas J p'a rold kyis* ma 

I’/'as gSis kas ma byas dban pc=» ‘ - — 
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5. dus kyls ma bsgyurd ran bzin las ma [byun] rg3nind8 myed pa las kyan ma s[ky]e[s te | o]|ond 
kyan sa dan c'u dan mye [dan rluh dan nam] j mk'a ® dan dus kyi k'ams rnams odus pa las myi gu skye 
2in obyun bar ogyur te ] de Itar p'yi rold kyi rtend cin obrel par obyun bai 

Two large fragments, with the gap between them partly filled up by a smaller piece (E. i. aa, 1'] b, a3). 
As arranged, they measure respectively 6 ^, if-a^, and' of in. in width ; in height, a| in. 


’ Our MS. has here and in all similar c&ses odi liar corre- 
sponding to odi snam dti in the Kanjur. 

" The Kanjur reads brlan. 

’ Instead of is' os par byao the Kanjur reads 

yohs su dro bar byao, i. e. as in the Sanskrit. 

* Our MS. in all cases reads myi gu, where the Kanjur 
has the modern form viyu gu. 

^ The aspirate of me t'og is noteworthy. 

® The Kanjur reads g^an gyis, with much the same 
meaning 

^ This represents The Kanjur has dbah 

P'y^g wa byas, which is perhaps due to a reviser who 


wished to avoid confusion between the two meanings {ttidrtya 
and tsvara) of dbah po. 

® Apparently a mistake for the Kanjur reading rgyu. 

’ Written SJpI. 

In the Kanjur odus nas, after which are added the words 
sa bon ogag pa na, in the Sanskrit text 

** In the Kanjur myu gu mhon par ogrub par, supported 
by the Sanskrit Our reading 

points to a variant something like ^ifdtt+jrHpTi^qrft. 

The Kanjur reads p'yi rol gyis rlen cih obrel par ogyur 
ba rkyen dan obrel bar bltao || 


(E. Fol. 10.) 

[Mdo xvi, ff. 195 b -196 a.) 

Line 1. . . . dan' gan odus pal p'yir ze nao J . . . 

3. [. . . gah odi odus nas lus kyi sra bai dhos po mnon bar ogrub par] byed pa odi ni sai k'am[s] 

ses byao . . . 

3. [. ■ . gan lus kyi dbugs] p'yi nan du rgyu bai bya ba byed pa odi ni [rlun gi k'ams ses byao J . . .] 

4. [. . . gan mdud k'yim gyi ts'ul du lus kyi myin dan gzugs kyi myi gu mhon bar ogrub par byed 

pa rnam par Ses pai ts'ogs] lha dan Idan ba ® dan ] zag pa dan bcas [pai yid kyi rnam par ses pa . . .] 

5. [. . . nam mk'a dan rnam par ses] pai k'ams rnams kyan ts'ah bar gyur® . . . 

One fragment (E. i. 28 b) ; width, c. 2^% in. ; height, 2| in. 

* The Kanjur has k'ams drug pa gah dag odus, &c. 

’ The Kanjur reads lha odus pa, with practically the same meaning. ’ Apparently - 

(F. Fol. II.) 
i^Mdo xvi, ff. 196 b-197 a.) 

Line i. . . . s]nam du myi sems so | myei k'ams kya[h odi Itar bdag gis lus kyi zos pa dan ot'uhs] | 
pa dan oc'os [pa dan] | myahs pa rnams odzu [bar byao] | sham du myi sems so | rluh gi k'am[s . . .] 

2. . . . nam mk'ai k'ams kyah odi Itar bdag [gis lus kyi nah sbubs yod par byao sham du myi 

se]|ms so | rnam | par ses pai k'ams kyah o[di Itar] | bdag' gis lus mhon du ogrub pa[r ogyur ro sham 

du myi sems so [ . . .] 

3. ... bskyed do sham du myi sems mod kyi [|oond kyah rkyend odi dag yod na lus obyu]lh" bar 
ogyur ro || de la sai k'ams ^ bdag ma [yi]|n | sems can ma yin [sr]o[g ma yin 1 . . •] 

4. ... yin 1 skyes pa ma yin | ma nih ma [yin | ha ma yin | bdag gi ma yin te ] gzan sui yah] | ma 
yin no | de bjzin du c'ui k'ams dah myei [k'ams] | dah rluh gi [k'ams . . .] 

5. . . . ma yin ] srog ma yin | skye ba'* ma yin | [sed las skyes pa ma yin ] sed bu ma yin ] bud 
mye]|d ma yin ] skyejs pa ma yin | ma nih ma yin 1 . . . 

Four fragments (E. i. 28 a, 31 a, 37, 34 b), of which the last contains nothing of the fifth line ; width 2-J, 
1-I3:, 1^3, and 1-3^ in. respectively ; height, af, 3f, 2f, 3 in. 

’ This clause appears in the Kanjur as bdag gis lus kyi the ^iksasamuccaya. ’ Skye in the Kanjur. 

mih dah gzugs mhon par bsgrub bo ; both represent ’ K'ams ni in the Kanjur. 

qiTW The clause is absent in ^ /a in the Kanjur. 
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(G. Fol. 12.) 

{Mdo xvi, f. 197 a-b.) 

Line i. >0 || yan ma yi[n no II de la ma rig pa gan ze na [ k'ams drug po odi dag nid la ga]|n gcig 

pur odu ses pa^ | ril por odu ses [pa da]|n rtag par cdu ses pa^ | brtan bar odu ses pa 1 t'er zug du® odu 

ses pa I bde bar odu ses pa^ | sems can dan srog dan skye ba dan® 

a. gso® ba dan skyes [bu dan . . .] | du odu ses pa^ dan | lia zes bya ba dan bdagi | zes bya bar odu 

ses pa odi Ita bu las stsogs ® pa myi ses pa rnam pa sna ts‘ogs pa odi Ita bu ® ni ma rig pa zes byao | de 
Itar ma rig 

3. pa yod pas yul | [r]na[ms la o]dod c'ags [dan ze sdan daii gti mug pa] | ojug go’® | de la yul 
rnams la odod | c'ags dan ze sdan dan gti mug pa’’ gah yin ba odi ni’^ odu byed rnams so | dnos po so 
sor rnam par rig pa rnam par 

4. ses pao I rnajm par ses pa dan lhan c'ig [sky]e’® [ba ne bar lend pai] | p'un po gzugs myed pa 
bzi po de dag ni” | myin dan gzugs so | myin dan gzugs la rten’® pai dban po mams ni skye mc'ed 
drug go 1 c'os gsum odus pa ni reg pao | 

5. reg pa myon ba ni | ts'or bao | ts'or ba las’® zen [ba ni sred pao | sred pa] | op'eld pa ni lend 
pao 1 len p'a las | skyes pa yan srid ” pa skyed pai las ni srid pao | rgyu de las p'un po byun ba ni skye 
bao I skyes nas p'un po smyind pa ni rgas pao ’® 

Four fragments (E. i. a6*, 27 a, 35, 32 b), of which the smallest (27 a) forms only the second division of 
lines 3-5 ; width, c. i|, 2|, 3-I-, and in. ;■ height 2|, if, 2|, 2|in. 

' Pa dan in the Kanjur. 

’ In the Kanjur pa dan, and so in the following three 
categories. 

’ In the Kanjur /«. 

^ After this follow in the Kanjur the words bdag iu odu 
les pa daft, corresponding to in the Sanskrit text. 

* In the Kanjur sJtye pa po, 

‘ The lengthening of the vowel is noteworthy, the word 
being written See note on A i, 

’ These words do not agree with the Kanjur, which reads 

Su dan ] gah zug iu odu ses pa dan \ hd las skyes pa daft | 
ted bur odu les pa dan [ ha tes bya ba dah \ bdag gi zes bya 
bar odu tes pa sie. 

® In the Kanjur la sags, 

’ The Kanjur has merely sna ts'ogs odi ni ; odi ni agrees 
with the Sanskrit 

In the Kanjur gli mug ojug s/e, 

(H. Fol, 13.) 

{Mdo xvi, ff. 197 b-198 a.) 

Line i. rgas nas p'un po . , . 

2, myi bde ba myoh ba ni sdu[g] . , . 

3. mhon bar odu byed . . , 

4, skom bai p'yir sred , . , 

5. smre shags odond . . . 

One fragment (E. i. 30), i|x2|in., orming the left-hand side of the page immediately following the 
preceding (G). There are no divergences from the Kanjur. 


’* Pa is not in the Kanjur, 

“ After ni follow in the Kanjur the words ma rig pai 
rkyen gyis, which are not represented in the Sanskrit. Instead 
of so the Kanjur has ies byao, agreeing with of the 

Sanskrit. 

£yuh in the Kanjur. Note the spelling c'ig, 

” This clause agrees with the words of the Sanskrit 

; the Kanjur, 

however, reads p'uh po bii po odi dag tii. The clause follow- 
ing this in the Sanskrit text I 

in ^iksasamuc- 

caya) is omitted here and in the Kanjur. 

In the Kanjur br/en, agreeing with liRRtdlFl in the 
excerpt in the ^iksasamuccaya. 

In the Kanjur la. 

’’ For this and the next three words the Kanjur gives 
merely bskyed pai. 

In the Kanjur rga bao. 



55 i 


TIBETAN MANUSCRIPTS AND INSCRIPTIONS [Appendix B 


(J. Fol. M.) 


{Mdo xvi, f. 198 a -b.) 


Line I. II cle Itar nia, rig pa yod na odu byed rnam gsum mnon bar ogru[b ste] | bsod namsu ne 
bar ogro ba dan | bsod [nams ma yin bar] | ftc bar ogro ba daii 1 myi gyo bar fte bar ogro bao ‘ [ de la 
bsod na[ms su nc bar ogro bai odu byed rnams las bsod] 

3. nams su ne bar egro bai rnam par scs pa Bid du ogyur ba dan | b[sod] nams ma yin bar ne bar 
ogro [bai odu byed rnam]|s las bsod nams ma yin bar Be bar ogro bai rnam [par ses pa Bid du ogyur ba 
dan I myi gyo bar Be] 

3. bar Ogro bai odu byed rnams las myi gyo bar fie bar ogro bai [rnam] par ses pa Bid du ogyur ba 
o[di ni odu byed kyi] | rky[e]nd kyis rnam par scs pa zes byao [ de bzin du* rnam pa[r ses pai rkyend 
kyis myin dan gzugs ses byao^ |] 

4. myiii dan gzugs rnam par op'cld pas skye mc'cd drug gi sgo nas bya ba byed pa rnams obyun ste 
o[di'‘] n[i] myi[n daii gzugs ky]|i [rky]c[nd ky]i[s] skye mc'ed drug ccs byao j skye mc'ed drug [po dag 
la reg pai ts'ogs drug obyun ste ] odi ni] 

5. skye mc'ed drug gi rkyend kyis reg pa zes byao | ji Ita bur reg pa obyun ba de Ita® bur ts'or 
myon ste“ de ni reg pai rkyend kyfis ts'or bai^ [by]e brag de dag myoii ba daii ... 

Two fragments (E. i. 36,14), forming the greater part of the folio which directly followed the preceding (H) ; 
width 9 and 4^ in. ; height, 3| in. 


‘ In the Kanjur ogroo. 

- These three words are not in the Kanjur or Sanskrit. 

’ Such appears to have been the original reading of our 
te.xt, and it nearly agrees with the variant quoted in Prof. 
Bendall’s note to the ^iksasamuccaya, viz. 

the other variant being simply The 

Kanjur gives rnam par hs pa daii than cig skyes pa p'nii 
po gzugs can ma yin pa bh' dan | gzugs gait yin pa de ni rnam 
par les pai rkyen gyis mih dan gzugs ies byao, representing 

-jiif ^ 

as in the ^iksasamuccaya. Hence it 


would seem that the original reading was simply Xrq (or tTOT) 

■* In the Kanjur de ; and so in the next sentence. 

° The Kanjur gives wrongly liar bur. 

“ For } The Kanjur has is'or ba obyun sle 

agreeing with tiie Sanskrit. 

’ In the Kanjur ts'or ba Ses byao il tsor bai, &c. This 
points to m wr: f^w* 

•il*;! I<^<lfri or the like ; but the actual Sanskrit has ^<sll 



(K. . Fol. 15.) 

{Mdo xvi, ff. 198 b-i99a.) 

Line 3. . . . ba de ni . . . 

4. ... yin . . . 

5. . . . su zug[s] ... 

One small fragment, in. high x in. wide. 

(L. Fol. 16. See Plate CXVII.) 

{Mdo xvi, f. 199 a- b.) 

Line i. || g rkyend geigt | rtag pa ma yiri myi rtag pa ma yin | odus byas ma yin odus ma byas ma 
yin^ I myon [ba yod pa ma yiri | rgyu myed pa las byun ba [] | rky[e]nd myed pa las byun ba ma yin | 
zad pai c'os ma yin | ojig pai c'os ma yin | ogog pai c'os ma yin 

3. te t'og^ ma myed pai dus nas klun gi rg^yun bzin du rgyund m’a c'ad par zugs pai rjesu zugs mo[d 
kyi 1 oond kyan yan lag bzi] | po odi dag ni^ de bsdu bar bya bai rgyur ogroo® | bzi gan ze na odi Ita 
ste 1 ma rig pa dan j sred pa dan j las dan 

3. rnam par ses pao j de la rnam par ses pa ni sa bon gyi ran bzin gyis rgyu byed do j la[s ni zin. 
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rail] 1 b2in gyi[s rgyu byccl do ] nia ri]|g pa dan srcd pa ni non moius pai ran bzin gyis rgyu bycd do | 
de la las dan non moiis pa dag ni sa bon 

4. main par ses pa skycd do | do la las ni sa bon main par scs pai iiin gi bya ba bycd do | [sred 
pa ni sa bo]ln main pa[r scs pa rlaii" bar byo]Jd do j ina rig pa ni sa bon main par scs pa odcbs tc ] 
rkycnd odi dag inycd na sa bon main par scs pa innon.bar 

5. ogriib par myi ogyiir ro | dc la las kyan odi Itar bdag gis sa bon main par scs pai iiin gi [bya ba 
byao siiain] | du myi [s]c[ins so ] srcd pa yaii o]Jdi liar bdag gis sa bon main par scs pa rlan bar byao 
snam du myi seinso | ina rig pa yaii odi Itar 

Two considerable fragments (E. i. 10, 13), with a small jiiccc partially filling up the gap between 
them in lines 3-5. As arranged, they measure respectively 7i-S, J-ij) and .Sin, in width, and in height 
2^, 1^, and 2^ in. 


‘ Tile Kanjur for these words reads J.iii 

Ijs Ijuii I rijat I’r/r '• ■^'*i^**f* 



• After this wool the Kanjur .adiLs ri;y!t ruJ f,i r:.t jtti | 

rfyai mJ/.i r:.i j ;>/, i. e. 'I'his is 

probably .a variant for the words rgyu /j At t M u/i Xt 
riytuJ Ls ly:,h La ir.ayiu in our texi, which .trc not 

found in the Kanjur, 

* This .and the following words as far as rjau Lugs appear 
in tlie Kanjur as /'eg uia vuJ /ai aus tut Lugs fa | rgysui rut 


t'ltJ far kluit gi rgyu 11 ILiu tlu rjes su Lugs, i. e. 

(more exactly 


* After /;/' fellow in the Kaiijurt he worils rUn ciit clrd 
f ar cLyuii Lai yatt Lag Uu giiis in Sanskrit ^I<^'i(l 
; and for tie the Kanjur has Je dag. 

‘ In the Kanjur cg_> nr re; the Sanskrit h.as 
‘ Here and in the next line the Kanjur spells this word 


(M. Fol. 17 . Sec 1‘latc CXVll.) 


(.lA/ii xvi, ff. i«yyb-2Coa) 

• Line r, bdag gis s,a bon mam par f.cs pa gilab Iro sAaiii du myi sems .so | sa bon mam par .scs pa 
van edi Itar bdag ni rkycn ctli d.t|g gi-s b.skycd do snam du myi .scm.s tc | oond kyan sa bon mam par .se.s 
pa las kyi 2iii la rtend ' pa srcd pai rlaiul kyis brlau 

2. paa^ I ma rig pai Ittid kyis btab pa^ | skyc ba na* inai mftal dc dan tier myiii dan gzugs kyi myi 
gu mfion bar egrub ste j myija dati gziig.s kyi myi gu dc yait bdag gis ma byas | p'a rold kyis' ma byas | 
gnis kas ma byxs | dban pos ma spruld * 1 diis 

. .1- kyis ma bsgyurd | ran b/iit las ma byun | bycd pa la rag has pa ma yin | rgyu myed pa has kyaii 

ma skyes | te" | p'a d.aa ma p'rad pa dan dus’ dan Idaii ba d.iii rkycnd gian yah ts'ogs pa na® | bdag 

po myed pai c'os bdagi myed pa cd/.ind 

4- pa myed pa | narn ka d.afi mts'uiis pa .sgyu mai mts'an hid daii '* r.aii b/.in dag la rgyu daii rkycnd 
ma tsah ba myed pai p'yijr | skyc bai fpias hid mts'ams sbyor ba | mai intial dc daii tier myoh ba daft 
Idan bai sa bon rnam par scs pa tnyii’i dan gzugs 

5- kyi myi gu miion bar sgrub bo'-* H odi Ita ste myig gi mam par .scs pa ni hiai p'yu" akyco'® | liia 

gah ze na myig la brtend | pa dah | gzugs dan | snah ba daii | nam mk'a daii j de skycd pa'* yid la 

bycd pa ha yaii brtend n.as myig gi rnam par scs pa skyco 

Two fragments (E. i. 24, 21), forming a complete page of xf>^ x 2^ in.; their respective widths arc and 9] in. 


' Spelt in the Kanjur ir/eu. ’ See note on A i. 

* This clause apparently means The 

Kanjur reads ma rig fai lus kyis bran fa, in which lus 
seems to be a corruption of Has. The iMitdhyarnika-vrtti 
has supported by its Tibetan version, 

and the ^iksiisamuccaya reads • 

* After this the Kanjur inserts skyc bai gnas itid mis'ams 
sbyor ha, supported by the Sanskrit 

(or “ttfitgjtfr). 


* In the Kanjur ^5(7/; i'y/lf, as liefore. 

* In the Kanjur dbah p'yug gis ma byas, as before. 

‘ Followed in the Kanjur by oon kyan. 

* For this word the Kanjur substitutes sla m/s'an, wliich 
looks like a gloss. The Sanskrit has 

’ In the Kanjur o/s'ogs na. Sic! 

'* In ihe Kanjur kyi. In the Kanjur ogrub bo. 

These three words appear in the Kanjur as rgyu litas 
ebyuh sic] the Sanskrit has zntffHl 

'* la the Kanjur /W. “ In the Kanjur ebyiiit ho. 

4 u 2 
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(N. Fol. 19.) 

{Mdo xvi, f. aoi a-b.) 

Line i. [. . . de la c'os gan yan ojig rten odi nas oji]g rten p'a roldu myi op'o mod kyi ... 

a. [. . . me Ion gi dkyil ok'ord tu ma op'os] mod kyi rgyu dan rkyend ma ts'an ba myed [pai p'yir 
bzin du mnon ba yan yod do | . . .] 

3. [. . . odi Ita ste j] dper na zla bai dkyil ok'ord ni [dpag ts'ad bzi k'ri nis ston nas ogro ste | . . .] 

4. [. . . snod c'un nu c'us] gan bai nan du son ba yan myed mod [kyi . . .] 

5. [. . . rgyu dan rkyend rnams ma ts'an ba myed pai p’yir las] kyi obras bur^ mnon ba yan yo[d] 

do 1 o[di Ita ste I . . .] 

One fragment (E. i. 38), 2|— 3|- in. wide ; 2| in. high. 

* The Kanjur reads 3u. 


(O. Fol. 20.) 

(Mda xvi, if. 201 b-202 a.) 

Line i. [. . . nam mk']a dan mts'uns pa sgyu mai mts'an nid dan^ rah bzin dag la ) rgyu dan 

[rkyend^] | ma ts'an ba myed pai p'yir skye bai gnas nid mts'ams sbyor ba | mai mhal de dan der sa 

bon rnam par ses pa las dan non 

2. [mohs pa rnams kyis bskyed pa myih dan gzugs] kyi myi gu mnon bar sgrub® ste ] de Itar nan gi 

rtend cih o[brel]|d par obyuh bai^ rkyend obreld par bltao 11 de la nan gi rtend cih obreld par obyuh ba 

lhai p'yir® blta ste ] lha gah 2e na j 

3. [rtag par ma yin ba dan [ c'ad par ma yin ba dan | op'o bar] ma yin ba dan j rgyu c'uhu las 
obras bu e'en po obyuh ba da[h 1 de] | dan edra bai rgyud duo | ji Itar rtag par ma yin 2 e na J gah gi 
p'yir t'a mai oc'i bai p'uh po rnams kyah g2an la skye bai c'ar 

4. [gtogs pa rnams kyah g2an te | t'a ma oc'i ba]i p'uh po gah yin ba de nid skye bai c'ar gtogs pa 
rnam|s ma yin gyi t'a ma oc'i bai p'uh po rnams kyah ogag la | skye bai c'ar gtogs pai p'uh po rnams 
kyah obyuh 

5. [bas dei p'yir rtag par ma yin no 11 ji Itar c'ad par ma] yin 2e na | t'a ma® oc'i bai p'uh po rnams 
ogags^ pa las j | skye bai c'ar gtogs pai p'uh po mams obyuh ba ma yin j ma ogags pa las kyah ma yin 
gyi 1 t'a ma oc'i bai p'uh 

Two large fragments (E. i. 16, 17) ; width, 45-45 and 9I in. wide; height, 2jin. ' 


' In the Kanjur 

^ The Kanjur adds here rnams. 

’ In the Kanjur ogrub. 

■* £a in the Kanjur, which also inserts dan after rkyend. 

^ Instead of liiai p'yir the Kanjur gives rnam pa lhar. 
The Sanskrit has here (but directly after- 


wards only), corresponding to the former ; rnam pa 

stands for ■'HTPHTRSTT* < 

® In the Kanjur mai, and the same below; it also reads 
egags. 

’’ Before ogag the Kanjur adds siion, which finds some 
support in the Sanskrit versions (^). 
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II 

MISCELLANEOUS FRAGMENTS OF RELIGIOUS WORKS 


A FRAGMENT of paper, imperfect on botli the right and the left sidca (E. i. 19), width, 4-4^ in. ; hcigiit, 5 J in. 
See Plate CXVIll. The first p-ossage is written in a good square hand ; the second is in a coarse cursive script. 
Both relate to the ritual of sacrifice. 


1 . 

2. 


A. 1, Recti). 

• . . f . . . 

1 ^ • 


3 -i 1 . . . 

•1 . . . 

6. .... I . . . 

G I 1 . . . 

7 , . . 

8 1 5fq*|'f . . . 

9 q75i?ipq-5^q-=i]^?|-^^-<^=i][^r] . . . 

10. . . . 


3. The q' at the end of the line is very uncertain. — 5. ista/: ? only j and /; arc clear. — lo. Above pq’ 
is written 

The dog has a place in the aipdyia of Asia. We read of white dogs being sacrificed to ratify covenants, 
for example, in the treaty between the Chinese and the Tibetans mentioned in the Jotinial of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, New Scries, vol. .xii. p. 128 f, 


1 . 

2 . 


3 . Verso. 

1 q 


• • • \ . . . 
. . . q- II . . . 


3 . 
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Ns 

• • I • • - • 

Ns 

. . I l^'Cf . . . . 


[Appendix B 


o. 

6 . 

7. 

S. 


■ - • • • • 

Ns 




3. - 5 ^ has been added aftenvards, — ^5. Perhaps — 6. After the writer has inserted the letters 


B. 

Two small fragments of a slip of coarse brownish paper daubed with red paint, about two inches in height, 
which seems to have originally contained two lines of writing in a very coarse half-cursive hand (E. i. 3 1 b, 2g). 

(a) ^ I . . . 

. . . 

3'^ in. wide, i in. high. The letter after is either or q . 

(<J) ... ... 

. . . . . 

Ns 

6^ in. wide, ej high. In line i is preceded by an illegible letter. At the end of the line are traces of 
a letter not unlike 

In line 2 the vowel of is uncertain; it may be /. 


C. 

Two fragments of a page of white paper, wTitten in a small and somewhat affected cursive hand (E. i. 23). 

(a) qq^' 

I . . . 


f^’qq'q'qq'^rqg'q* . . . 

4^ in. wide, I'l in. high. It is difficult to distinguish between 3 and c. 

Over is a horizontal line, perhaps intended for the vowel c. After the following q is an N, which 
the writer has struck out. The q in the last line is uncertain, and after it arc traces of another letter. 
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On the reverse are the following words:— 

. . . 

I 

=T|Nq- II q- 

The Inst letter is doubtful. 


(/') . . 

. . . |} . . . 

. . . 

3 in. wide, j in. high. Only the vowel and the upper part of the al-^aftt is visible. After qqq’ 
traces of q or perhaps 


are 


On the reverse; — 



. . . 


D. 


Fragments of a work on mysticil rites, written in a good hand similar to that in which the Sfilistamba- 
sutra is written, but with slightly larger letters (K. i. ij, eo, 36). Sec Plate CXVIIl. 

(ii) . . . . . . 

N? 

• ■ • . . . 

. . . II . . . 


E. i. 15. Nearly li in. wide, in. high. In the hast line only the tops of the letters survive. 

{Ii) I , . . 

• • • 

E. i. 20 a. aj in. wide, i j in. high. Incomplete on the right side. 

{c) ... . . . 

. . . . . . 


E. i. 20 b, Nearly i.^ln. wide, in. high. 

{d) ... q=^=^' . . . 

. . . W II bW . . . 

" ra, 

E. i. aoc. Nearly i-J:in. wide, ij in. high. The scribe has written qi^, and then struck out the 
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(e) . . . B|3|:£r^[c] . . . 

. . . . . . 

• • • I! ■ ■ • 

• • • . • . 

E. i. 36. 2^ in. high, i-^in. wide. At the beginning of the first line there survives the shaft of a letter 
that may be i or g, with a fragment of a vidtra over it. In the last line the first letter seems to be p or b, 
but only the shaft is visible. 


in, high, |-|in. wide. Only the left-hand corner of the syllable su remains. 

(f) ... ... 

I in. high, ij in. wide. A fragment of the last line of a page. The letters are imperfect on top, 

(A) . . . I) . . . 

A scrap similar to the preceding, and of the same size. 
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HI 

TWO RELIGIOUS POEMS 


Two poems from the T'c{;-mc'op,-tmleQtl (T^JUrpniVlI ?)'. Written on a neatly rectann»l'ir sheet of native 
paper about lo^ inches by 7i inches, in a careless, semi-enrsive script (K. i. ii). See Plate CXVIII. 


1 . 


N5 

-1' II ' !| = §-s=itA^i|=i|'|<A5 II “ 

5i^-=;:-;«-AVN-|3i'^5;--!'yi|!“ es"=i5-g'jp'g-g^’=^5 II ’ Hp»ra-=ilA%Y-i- 

=1^5) 11'” " Si-g A5T=!^'J'l'i''rAfn| 


^ NJ 


t'-’O 


ri.IS ^jI9 




5. After ^ the scribe has %vriltcn by mistake, ami then put marks of erasure.— 9. apparently 

by error for . — ij. The is very* uncertain; perhaps should be read, — tH. At the bcginniii" of this 

and the ne.xt verse the scribe has written and then scored out tlie letters. 

N5 

Mr. Franckc has kindly furnished the following translation and notes. By a remarkable coincidence, these 
poems were a part of the studies once pursued by the cv.angclist of the Moravian Mission at Lch, T'ar-riicd 
C'os-op'el, formerly a Lama at tlic T;ishiIhunpo momistery, who learnt tlicm and other works by heart*; and 
Mr. Francke has likewise communicated this version, which, as will be seen, differs very little from that 
of the Endcrc MS. 

The version of T'ar-riicd C'os-op'el, apart from details of spelling, presents the following divergences: — 
v. 8, mr dan p'a yid\ v. 9, iiiilnir', v. 11, ci Itar \ v. 12, jr/rwi bu\ v, I 'j, dga mgn otiod\ v. 14, bu smad snen 
gyis sin bar red; v. 15, ok' or ha lags pas uhin par red\ v. 16, smyo bai glaii gis {plrdsis par rod', v. 17, log 
pa ha rjes mi g ton na) v. 1^, grva. 


' The first poem is quoted by Sarat Chandra Das, 'Tibetan 
Dictionary, p. 653, .as Mr. F. W. Thomas first perceived. 

" This gentleman confirms the statement of Sarat Ch.andra 


Das, as ho informs us that both poems arc from the T'eg- 
mc'og-mdzod. 

4 C 
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Mr. Francke contributes the following remarks on the text of the Endere MS.: — 

‘V. I, kye via is not an exclamation of misery, as stated in Das’s dictionary, but expresses something 
like “now listen!” In the same sense it occurs in the Kesar-saga. 

'V. 6, rmyi lavi\ it is interesting that in the Lower Ladakhi pronunciation rnyi-lam or snyi-lam, the 
ancient y is preserved. Sviyug rgyti, or perhaps dviyug rgyu, is stated by T‘ar-rfled C'os-op‘el to be a well- 
known word meaning “phantom"®. 

‘ V. 8, yiil sa> he says, is used in the same sense as p'a yul. 

‘ V. 8, ini bur is also known to him as meaning “ unreal ”. 

‘V. II, Uags kyi by a lira, a name of the eagle, on account of his beak, which is like iron. 

‘V. 12, sgoii bu is the Tibetan rendering of the Sanskrit ; but sgoh skyes would have been better. 

The vowel has probably been forgotten. Brims pa is given by T'ar-rned C'os-op'el as “ go ”, here “ soar ”. 

‘V. 13, bzin dll seems to stand here for the ordinary la\ odoh is a mistake for adod. 

‘Vv. 14-16. The terminations a re os ta re (the t in the latter may be the last remnant of a drag‘s) 
are ordinary Central Tibetan formations of the present tense with auxiliary, parallel to Ladakhi formations 
like tahha ini dug. 

‘V. 15, sin, for cdsin, is due to assimilation to bsuh, sum. 

‘V. 17, ses is a development of rjes. Compare Ladakhi Grammar, Laws of Sound, No. i, which in full 
is thus : — s or r-\-c=-sh\ s or r-\-j=slf, s or r + ls = s; s or r+ds = s. 

‘V. 19, gnu is a way of writing grva “wisdom”, “knowledge”. In Khalatse the word rva “horn”, 
is pronounced ru as well as ra. Sdig mos T'ar-rned C'os-op'el explains as meaning " many sins ” ; but it may 
be simply “ delight in sin 

Mr. Francke supplies the following translation; — 

I. Now listen! 2. The three realms — gods, men, and animals— 3. are like the town of the 

Scent-eaters®; 4. like that they exist and perish. 5. As they are perishing in this way, 6. they 
are like an unreal dream, or like a phantom. 7. All power and fame are empty [conceptions]. 8. Suppress 
[love for] wealth and home, like a misfortune ! 9. House and family are as unrealities. 10. Those 

who are wise live according to these [considerations], ii. They are like the eagle [with the] iron [beak], 
12. the egg-born one, who soars about solitary peaks, 13. and experiences ninefold joys from clouds 

and air. 14. Family and friends deceive us, so 15. that we are caught by the noose of rebirth, 

16. so that we are trampled down as by mad elephants. 17. If you will not turn away from them and 
follow me (Buddha), 18. there is no deliverance from the three ways of sin®; 1 9. there is no 

knowledge to ford [the river of] sin. 2o. Therefore it is right to perform the holy religion’. 


N=ii |{i 

ND >0 


2 . 






^ [More exactly, it is the of Sanskrit literature. — 

L. D. B.] 

* Above, p. 549. 

* [The Gandharva-nagara, Fata Morgana or mirage, 
familiar in Sanskrit writings. On the term Gandharva see 
especially Prof, de la Vallde Poussin’s note in the Journal 
asiaiique, Sept.-Oct. 1902, pp. 294 f. — L, D. B.j 


® Explained by T ar-rfied C'os-op'el as referring to the 
sins done by gods, men, or animals. — A. H. F. 

’ [There is a striking parallelism in thought and expres- 
sion between this poem and the Maitri Upanishad, IV. 2, 
as has been pointed out to me by Mr, F. W. Thomas. — 
L. D. B.] 
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N 5 

'S'' 




M 


rJ 


:^'^^fq^-J!S=;'gq-5-Q,=ip|-gq'a,^ II “ 

N? 


— --cv w cs 


Nj 
cv cv 




3 ^' 


n*^ n*® =r|3q\qq-|-r^'5c:-ir 

Qq'^'q^-J'^’^co II -- qT^-q?r=if^^r^C‘5'q^r5'q- II “® 

=i]^q o=^“q'^'q§^rq' i n 


In V. 7 'ind in v. 8 have been added as later corrections, in the same hand. — il. q^ has the 

vowel : written over it. 

The divergences in T'ar-tned C'os-op'cl’s version, communicated by Mr. Franckc, arc .-w follows: — 
V. I, diisd ; V. 2, t;i and v.c'c ^ ; v. .j, bhi t/uii ; v. j, mts'ivt ; v. 6, lis, iij' rU/t ; v. 7, />'^'.v/;r />oi for ge'u^s J>ai ; 
V. 10, t'pg for do^\ V. 12, 0/1) iin \ v. ij.^/rn/r and skofis\ v. i6,.i;/;r and^;'; v. j8, Idtvt fat ] v. 19, bstan fas-, 
V. 20, sfro :ih\ v. 21, fisan and <.b}cs\ v. 22, Zjr, Uas; v. 23, brlstut fras >to rlo^ skye bas. According to 
this version also the postscript reads faam f'yed fas bris [/'j.’^/r?] pa lags sa | me' i<^ fi dfal dn la^s par snani 
lags red mod il 

Mr. Franckc has also communicated the following notes: — 

‘V. 2, vUo srid means “paradise" or “realm of the gods". 

‘V. 5, bts'an is the modem btsau. 

‘V. 13, bde wn/ra^ “ producer of welfare". 

‘V. 14, rje s/t* “ being a high one ’’. The “three times" are past, present, and future. 

‘V. 15, rtsan, instead of ^'/rrr«, corresponds to the modern Ladiikhi pronunciation. 

‘V. i8, sa mk'an is for sa yi mk'an fo. 

‘V. i<), gzeb in/, according to T'ar-rned C'os-op'cl, means “a steep and difficult place’’. Bs/aa p'ai 
I take for bstati pas, at any rate for a gerund ; in Lower Ladakhi letter-writing the gerund in pat or bai 
is very common. 

‘V. 21, g/s'a/i [or g/sa/t. 

‘V. 22, ristVi is a ritu.'il bell, as T'ar-rned C'os-op'cl s.ays. He takes the word to stand for all ritual. 
I cannot express an opinion, and leave the word untranslated.' 


The following translation is furnished by Mr. Franckc: — 

1. Tliere is a hill of gold, and although there also arises a spring of silver, u. as his highest wealth 
he (Buddha) seizes superior wisdom, whatever it be. 3. Although water is flowing from the glorious hill 
of heaven, 4. the all-surpassing Buddha fulfils the needed end. 5. Although certain men spread 

their power over all the worlds, 6 . he will only keep to the well-admonishing wisdom, whatever it be. 

4 C 2 
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7. Although there are many pleasant friends, relations, and friendly companions, 8. with whom is admonition 
to virtue, he is his highest friend, whoever he be. 9. Connected with hatred and all lust is inattention, 
10. on account of coveting the goodly fruits of the six lands®. ii. [But] at the steep shores, abysses, 

and sea of misfortune la. be there no fear! For him who wishes to migrate, 13. this bridle [of 

the passions] for advantage and welfare 14. was pronounced by the Teacher, the greatest in religion, 

the conqueror of the three times. 15. ‘Filled to the brim with the purity of the powerful moral law, 

16. behave in your passage [through life] according to the descended wisdom. 17. On this road of 

misery, unhappiness, and rebirths, 18. the wisest of the earth, who has means and wisdom, 19. shows 
a short and straight way [wherever there is] a steep place. 20. [Then] there is joy, and through faith 
the misery of rebirth does not exist. ai. On the journey over the sea [of rebirth] and the endless river, 
22. being furnished with holiness and wisdom of soul, 23. take heed, and you will be quickly freed 

from birth!’ 

Written [or made] by Gnam-c'ed-p'o. It is [written] for the glory of the High One, thus I think. 

Mr. Francke adds the following remarks: — 

‘ V. 3 may refer to Buddhacarita, XV. 73, and Lalitavistara, XXIV. Although this scene does not appear 
to be of great importance, it was represented in ancient art. It may not yet have been discovered in the 
Gandhara art; but the Sanskrit original of the song may go back to earlier times. In vv. 2, 6, 8 “whatever” 
and “whoever” may refer to the fact that Buddha tried at first all sorts of teachers in order to be taught 
the truth.’ 

The following General Note on the language of the two poems is added by Mr. Francke;— 

'Instances of archaic {pre-classical) orthography are (t) the occurrence of the drag^ (a) the frequent 
occurrence of y joined to m before i and e ; (3) the frequent use of p'a instead of pa for the article. I can 
imagine that the modern p was preceded by p'. In this case the change of p' to b between two vowels 
and in similar cases would simply become an instance of No. 6 of the Laws of Sound in Ladakhi Grammar. 
A remnant of the tenuis aspirata in the article we probably have still in the occasional occurrence of p'o, 
for instance bya p'o, rta p'o. See . ; (4) in the words bts'an (for btsan), gc'ugs (for gcitgs), gts'ah (for gtsaii po), 
be as (for bcas), we notice that the tenuis aspirata suffers ^ g ox b p'ul to be written before it. At the 
present time the tenuis aspirata can only be furnished with m or a. p'nl. It is not improbable that in these 
cases the tenuis aspirata is older than the modern tenuis. But one thing would then have to be conceded. 
The b and g p'ul must then be allowed to form a short syllable with a perhaps indistinct vowel. Later, 
when the pronunciation of the p'ed became interchanged with the prefixed s ox r (compare Song ii. line 15, 
rtsah for gtsah or gts'aii), the ancient tenuis aspirata had to become tenuis, because the pronunciation rthsa 
or rcha is impossible according to Tibetan phonetics. 

Instances of modern dialectal orthography. — (i) In Song i. 14-16 we have specimens of present tenses 
as modern as possible. The p and r of the syllable par have entirely disappeared ; so has the d of red. 
(2) In No. i. 17 we find the modern ses instead of classical rjes. (3) In the postscript we find the modern 
pronunciation c ed in a place where p'yed must almost necessarily be expected. Guam p'yed po is a house 
or family name. It is given to houses and families which would receive only the midday sun in winter. 
(4) The words bslus, brdzis, btah, brten, bsgohs, bstan are perfect tenses used as presents ; the modern 
dialects of Central Tibet as well as of Western Tibet make use of perfect tenses to express the present. 

‘In conclusion, what shall we say? There can be no doubt that in the eighth century A. D. the modern 
pronunciation of Central Tibet was already developed, at least to a very far degree. But what shall we do 
then with T'onmi-sambhota, who is the supposed inventor of the Tibetan alphabet as well as of the Tibetan 
orthography? ^ 

As observed in the Preliminary Notice, in the Journal 0/ 
the Royal Asiatic Society, 1903, pp. no f. 


' [The six visayas) see Jaeschke, p, 513. — L. D. B.] 
’ [See above, p. 549.] 
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' Or should we say that the Tibetan orthography was constructed in places of learning in Turkestan, 
for instance at Hndcrc, and that the Tibetan dialect of Endcre was very archaic, even more archaic than 
the present dialects of Purig and llaltistan ? No. Think of tlic contrast of dialects that we should then 
have to accept for Central Tibet and Endcre— in Central Tibet a dialect not very diftcrent from modern 
Central Tibetan, and at Endcre a dialect more arch.aic than even the classical language. 

'I think a w.ay out of this diftrculty is suggested by Mr. Harnett in his article {y.R.A. S,, 1903, p. ue). 
We are simply compellctl to consider the story of Sroh btsan sgam po .as legendary, and to ascribe a much 
more ancient date to the introduction of Buddhism into Tibet, as well as to the invention of the Tibetan 
orthography and characters. 

‘There is also the possibility that Tibet w;ts in possession of an archaic sacred language from time 
immemorial, that it was this language which was first rcducctl to writing, and that this already sacred 
language was .accepted .as the language of Buddhism. 

' Piiltu-i-jiriifliic Noh \ — It is possible that the Jbu can alphabet of Tibet was preceded by the dbu nicd 
alphabet {fitdsan Anliquaty, vol. Kxxii. 1903, pp. ft.), and also that the tsvo songs were copied from 
a dcii ii:cd MS., in which d .and n look entirely alike. Thus in No. i. 13 odan was wrongly written where 
cticd w.is meant. Of spccual interest is the form of which is differentiated from only by a little stroke. 
The same form is found in the L.ad.'ikhi rock-c.arvings. 

‘ Sand/ii Laivs . — Although the genitives and instrumentals are not confused in the two songs, the Sandhi 
haws are in many c.ases violated. This need not necessarily lead us to the conclusion that Sandhi laws did 
not exist in those times. That they exist in the vernaculars of to-day is beyond doubt. But there are 
many persons at the present d.ay who, although they ob,scrvc them very well in their speech, do not trouble 
about tliem when writing. Then I may repeat another observation of my own. Just .as the Sandhi laws 
of Lcli and Khalatse are not entirely the ;ame, so also in ancient times the Sandhi laws of certain districts 
may h.ave been dilTerent, and mon.a,stcrics, where people from various rlistricts were gathered, may have 
been just the places to destroy them,' 
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SGRAFFITI OF ENDERE 

The following sgraffiti were found scratched on the walls of the temple cella (E. i) and the open hall 
east of the latter (E. iii) at Endere. Photographs and eye-copies were made by Dr. Stein, from which it 
has been possible to decipher a certain amount of the text. Many of the characters, however, are uncertain, 
and not a few are wholly illegible. Doubtful characters are bracketed. 

I. Inscriptions in the Temple Celia. 

A. On the northern wall, near the north-eastern corner. The letters are from two to four inches high, 
of a fairly good majuscule type. 

1 

2. . j I 

1. In \sic !] only the vowel is distinctly visible. 

ND 

2. The third and fourth letters were read by Dr. Stein as ; the photographs do not render them 
very clearly, but on the whole support the reading. 

Mr. Francke renders the inscription into modern Tibetan as follows : — 

1 . . . . 

2. . . . . . . 5^^^ f ] 

Mr. Francke translates thus: — 

1. ... ‘of the hand [of] Wu£- Igal' (or aBrug rgafi) 

2 . ... ‘ an offering ... it is ; divers silks and good jewels ’ ; 

3. . . . ‘ different offerings ; as a prayer (offering) the annual rent also [will be] offered.’ 

Upon this Mr. Francke remarks: — ‘In the name Wtig Igal (or obrug rgat) the interchange of r and 
I (although with regard to this name there is no security at all) would not be impossible according to 

West-Tibetan phonetics. With regard to I believe that it stands for and that 

in Inscription I. B. is for The final consonant of the syllable is written below the first consonant. 

An exactly parallel case we find in my Dritte Saunnlnng von Felszeichnungcn von Unter-Ladakh 
(Harrassowitz, Leipzig, 1903 ), Tafel I. 3 , where in the name Rinchen the second consonants of the two syllables 
are written below the first consonants, placed slightly to the right In the case of the I is also placed 

slightly to the right, but in it is placed exactly below the s. This may be due to careless writing ; 
the two words are apparently the same. The frequent occurrence of the word gsol ba in the votive records 
of erection of ancient Ladakhi stupas is also remarkable.’ 
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Below Uus inscription appear what seem to be traces of the word ; and still further down, somewhat 
to the left, is a rude drawing of an ox or cow, beneath which tlic letters ^’5)* arc faintly visible. 

B. On the southern wall, towards the south-eastern corner. Sec Plate XII. The letters vary from 
1 2 to 3 inches, and are some e feet .above the level of the floor. 

1. . . . I 

1. The first ^ in the bracket is not at .all clear, but is not improbable. The following is a mere 
conjecture. The reading is likewise very uncertain, only the lower part of the character being plainly 

visible. In the I only is distinct 

Above the first lino may be deciphered the letters . . . . . . scrawled in large characters, 

apparently by another hand. 

Mr. Francke gives the following version in modern Tibetan : — 

1. . . . ^•q[^iX-]'T|-[^-'?]q-X^-qfrq0 } 5'^-fa^(^'q'q^’[or q^-] 

Vj Nj 

Mr. Francke translates thus: — 

1. ... 'an offering being ofiered by Ziba to Rokit [l/ia}'\ * and salutations made’ 

2. . . . 'if . . . Zsbij looks lowly' (i. c. if he i,s humble), 'tlie monks, men, and cattle will be without 
fault or deceit’ (i.c. without harm), ‘and [live?]’ 

C. To the right of this inscription, towards tlie soutli-wcstcrn corner, may be read the following lines, 
written in a bold flowing hand, in letters from three to five inches in height. 


1 . 

2 . 


3. 

•1. 

1. The q has been added below the line. 

3. After is tlie upper part of a letter that has been begun and then struck out. Perlnaps the 
writer intended to write 5^, and then, changing his mind, proceeded to write 2^' instead. 

There is no distinct trace of any dots dividing the syllables. 

Of these lines Mr. Francke supplies the following modern version : — 

-v-- 

'Ns 


1 . 


3, 

4. 


qrq-0-giqXx^rX^ 1 


‘ Mr. Francke reports, on die authority of T'ar-rfied C'os-op'el, that Ro-ku is still a well-known devata. Compare the 
ne.\t inscription. 
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Mr. Francke’s translation is as follows: — ‘The pioneers’ (perhaps of merchants), ‘having offered a wool-ox 
(Yak? or ‘ a full load of wool’) to Ro ku odam bro, their men and horses will be without fault or deceit (harm) 
[on their journey] to Sla yul. After having met with wealth, food, and grass [for their horses, they will come] 
again to the land on the other side.’ He adds : — ‘ Although the names of the gods addressed cannot be identified 
with recorded deities, this need not be a stumbling-block. These nagas may be of an entirely local character. 
With regard to so na (perhaps instead of so na io\ I dare not express an opinion. is probably 

The dropping of final « and iis is an often-recurring fact. Thus the name of the monastery Lamayiiru is 
spelt even nowadays ; but in our case the spelling may be due to careless writing. 

Ns 

‘ is possibly | With regard to it must be said that the spelling lha is incorrect. To be 

in accordance with the actual pronunciation, the spelling ought to be hla. Hla is a god of the pre-Buddhistic 
glih cos of Tibet. At the present time all letters preceding an /, at least in Western Tibet, are pronounced 
as h \ thus we have glad = lilad, glu = ///«, klu = hlu, &c. We may suppose that the letter h in the word 
hla, as properly pronounced, is a substitute for a different letter which stood originally before the 1 . I am 
inclined to believe that it stands for an original z or s. The word la, which also indicates the dative case, 
means originally not only “ pass ”, but simply “ elevation ”. It is used in this sense in Western Tibet. By 
prefixing an j or s before the word la, we make causative-denominative forms (according to Prof. A. Conrady, 
Eine indochinesische Causativ-denominativ-Bildung). These forms zla or sla would have to be translated 
“the elevated ones”. Zla is the present word for “ planet ” and “ moon ” ; sla I take to be the original form 
of hla “ god ”. As I have already mentioned in my A Lower Ladakhi Version of the Kesar-saga (Bibl. 
Ind.), we meet with an j or 5 (it is difficult to decide which) before the word lha “ god ”, in such dialectal 
forms as/'fl sla (zla?) “paternal deity”, tna sla “maternal deity”. The words yul and sa are synonyms used 
interchangeably in West-Tibetan dialects in the sense of “place". From West-Tibetan also cases of change 
in the local names can be adduced, e. g. T'inmogah instead of the ancient T'ihbrah\ see my article on 
Bain mk'ar (Indian Antiquary, 1905). 

‘ Dr. Barnett makes the suggestion that the vowel 0 was forgotten, and that sla yul stands for Iho yul. 
This is quite possible, and the change of si to Ih would have to be explained in a similar way.’ 

II. Inscriptions on the Eastern Wall of the Hall of Endere. 

A. To the right of a figure of a charging tiger, in letters of to a inches in height: — 

Mr. Francke gives the modern version as : — 

This he translates as: ‘This is only the sign (picture) of the rkyah, the lynx, and the peacock.’ He 
remarks : ‘ There may have been a Buddhist picture painted on silk hung up in the hall, on which the above 
creatures were represented (among others). The rkyah can often be seen on Lamaist pictures ; most of the 
horses have its shape (perhaps through the influence of the glih cos). R 7 nas is instead of r^nai ; did the 
confusion between genitive and instrumental begin already at these early times?’ 

B. Underneath the preceding, in rude letters 3 to 5 inches high; — 

q 1 515^1 

N3 ^ 

cs -s, 

Mr. Francke regards the words 3 ^^' ... ^ as a later addition to the first three words, and renders 
the whole as : 1 | | , which he translates : ‘ five caps (?) are lost ' 
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(literally, ‘are not’) — ‘were seen, it being all right’. He remarks: ‘At first the announcement was made 
that five caps (or other articles) were lost; when they were found, the second part of the inscription was 
added. instead of reminds us of the West-Tibetan form shnga. Mye is perhaps defective writing 
for wy^d. In zigskan the inverted vowel-sign is interesting; many Ladakhi rock-carvings also show it. 

. Kan instead of ink' an may be due to the influence of the preceding j; if the word is pronounced quickly, 
a full k' cannot easily be pronounced after s. may stand for (spelling of dictionaries), or 

(modern West-Tibetan), which is always used for “all right” or “in good order".’ 

Above A are faint traces of some letters, of which may be deciphered. To the right of A and B 
is a Chinese inscription, and still further to the right are the following sgraffiti, C and D (see Plate XI) : — 

c. ^ II if 13=111 

Cl^l I ^ I S|=!]Q,^ I 051 1 pi| I f I 1 § I 30^ I tfaj lt=T | X [ 3=>I 

The last four syllables are added by a different hand in letters 3 to 4 inches high. The preceding 
words are in letters of i to inches in height. 

Mr. Francke’s version is as follows: — 

I 

I 

This Mr. Francke renders as follows: — 

‘At Pyagpag [in the] province of Upper o^otn loin this army was outwitted, and a tiger’s meal was ob- 
tained ’ (i. e. many were killed). [Addition, probably by a different person : — ‘ [Now] eat until you are fat ! ’ 

Mr. Francke points out that this is apparently a record of a battle, and adds: Wk'ol is very probably 
the same word as bkol in “ Ladakhi Proverbs ’’, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. Ixix, pt. i. 
p. 146, no. 44. The orthography of bkol in the proverb is that of the writer of the proverb, who wished 
to express the deep aspirated guttural sound of ch in the Scottish loch, and wrote bk. The writer of the 
Endere inscription probably wished to express the same sound when he wrote rk'. The ablative before 
rBol ste is parallel to the ablative with rgyal ba “to conquer”. is West-Tibetan for “food”. It is 

remarkable that a number of West-Tibetan words occur in these inscriptions.’ 

D. Below the beginning of the second line of C, in letters 2 to 3 inches high, 

^ I ^ I 

>0 

I q 1 § i 1 

Mr. Francke gives as the modern equivalent for the word , and tentatively translates : ‘ Collect 

and take pomegranates, [O] Bap'yima ! ’ He adds : ‘ This is very uncertain ; perhaps it was left incomplete. 

may just as well be translated as ‘cherries’, ‘figs’, or even ‘roses’. It is used for several kinds of fruit. 
From a Tibetan point of view a name like Bap'yima or Bak'yivta is hardly possible. It may be incomplete, 
or not of Tibetan origin. But the ba {= va) may stand for wa “Oh!” and the name may be P'yiinal 

Above C may be deciphered the words , written in large letters ; and beneath D, a little 

to the left, appear the words: — 

The seems to have been left unfinished. 
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THE JUDAEO-PERSIAN DOCUMENT 

FROM DANDAN-UILIQ 

EDITED BY 

D. S. MARGOLIOUTH, D.Litt. 

PROFESSOR OF ARABIC IN THE UNIVERSITV OF OXFORD, ETC. 


The document which is printed, transliterated, and provisionally translated below, was discovered- by 
Dr. Stein in circumstances which have been recorded in his own words. The evidence obtained 
by different lines appears to point to this document being not later than the eighth century A. D., which 
would make it more than aoo years earlier than the oldest document in Judaeo-Persian as yet known, viz. 
the Law Report of the year loao, preserved in the Bodleian Library, and published by me in the Jewish 
Quarterly Review for 1899. But it would also be the earliest document in modern Persian of any sort, 
since the earliest manuscript of a prose work in ordinary Persian appears to be the Vienna copy (dated 
1055 A. D.) of the treatise by Muwaffak Ibn 'Ali of Herat, composed between 961 and 976 a. D., and the 
earliest specimen of a Persian poem ostensibly bears the date 808 A. D., but has been shown by convincing 
grounds to be centuries later 

It seems, however, that this document does not belong to the end of the eighth century, but to the 
beginning. For in line 23 there occurs a sentence ‘since Yazid sent a .... to the Ispahbad,’ and some- 
thing more is told us of the Ispahbad, of which, however, owing to the loss of words, the sense is not quite 
clear. Now the Ispahbad was the prince of Tabaristan, and in spite of Moslem conquests the title was 
retained in that region for many centuries: a prince who bore this title is mentioned by Ya'kubi (ob. circ. 
912; Bill. Geogr. Arab.,\\\. 276), and also by an author of the seventh century (Schefer, Chrest. Persane, 
ii. 99) When therefore the letter mentions communications between Yazid and the Ispahbad, it is natural 
to suppose the reference to be to those of Yazid son of Al-Mnhallab son of Abu Sufrah, who conquered 
parts of Tabaristan in the days of Sulayman son of 'Abd al-Malik, about 99 A. H. or 717 A. D. The history 
of his exploits is told by Baladhuri, pp. 335-9; Tabari, ii. 1320, &c. ; Yakut, s.v. Tabaristan \ Ibn 
Khallikan, s.v. Yazid-. and correspondence between Yazid and the Ispahbad is mentioned by these authorities 
(e. g. Tabari, p. 1324). Now this Yazid was imprisoned by Omar son of Abd al-'Aziz, who reigned from 
99 to loi A. H., and died about 102 A. H. His message to the Ispahbad cannot have been later than 
99 A. H., or 717 A. D. And the context of the Judaeo-Persian document (so far as it is intelligible) implies 
that the writer is describing an event, not of the distant past, but of the immediate past. Hence (if this 
identification be correct) the date of our letter will be about 100 a. H. or 718 A.D. 

That Persian (in the ordinary sense of the word) was at this time a commonly used vernacular is quite 
certain, though there may have been no books written in it But that would not ■ prevent it from being a 
vehicle for correspondence. Arabic writers frequently put Persian sentences into the mouths of persons of 

’ Pizzi, Storia della poesia Persiana (1899), i. 66. 

^ See also E. G. Browne, Ibn hfandiydds History of Tabaristan, 1905. 
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the first century. Makhul (ob. iti A. H.) is thus quoted by Tirniidhi (ob. A. H. 379; Jami', Lucknow cd., 
p. 13) as s.aying inuiihniin for ‘I do not know’. Jahi?, or a not much later writer confused with him, 
quotes from Anu.slur\van (ob. 577 A. o.) a Persian sentence (Mti/iilsi/i, cd. Vloten, 169) occurring in a work 
bc.-iring the Arabic name JlralpJ/. Some early verses in wliich Persian is mi.\cd with Arabic are given 
by Jahiz in his /j.y Jr; (i. 61). Tlicrc is therefore nolliing surprising about one Jew corresponding witli 
another in Persian about tlic year /iX i). ; we should indeed c.\pcct the Persian of that period to be 
practicilly free from Arabic words, and this c.\pcctation is justified, since in the fragments of thirty-two 
lines which we can read, besides the proper name Yazid there arc only two words which arc Arabic, viz. 
N3’p"l, which in llie conte.Nt where it occuns certainly means s(irr;/j's, and is therefore the Arabic oUi » 
whiclr in Persian is written I ll'e double missiielling is probably evidence of early borrowing — 

perhaps through Anmaic; and (line 3j) ‘named’, if that word be correctly read. Since these thirty- 

two lines arc .all fragmentar\', we cannot indeed be sure that no other Arabic words occurred in the document 
when it was intact ; but the chances are greatly ag.ainst their occurrence, .since in documents dating from 
the time when Persian w.is commonly written, when the authors do not purposely avoid them, Arabic 
words occur too frequently to admit the possibility of their exclusion to the c.xtent which this document 
displays. The treatise of about 990 A. n. whicir Schefer puts at the commencement of his Chrcstomathic 
gives evidence of this statement; and the Jewish-Persian of .all [X;riods is no less full of Arabic than the 
Mohammedan. Hence their absence from this document seems both to agree with the above identification 
and to confirm it. Pachcr h.as witir justice called attention to the further absence of licbrau words, 
a sprinkling of which we should c.vpcct in a communication from one Jew to another ; but there appears 
to be no such sprin'ding: and most surprising is the designation of the Deity by the Persian names 
Izid Khuiidy instead of by one of the familiar .abbreviations or periphrases to be found in ordinary books. 
Perhaps the writer of the letter was a sectarian, or a non-Israelite, who for some reason employed the 
Hebrew script. 

Too much is lost for the editor to cndc.avour to make out a continuous sense. In lines 35 and 3<5 
some one seems to be dcicribiiig a prescription (magical or otherwise) which a handmaiden is to be 
taught : j>crhaps the writer had been employed as physician or magician by the Ispahbad, and c.xplains 
how easily the charm can be wrought. The greater part of the letter is occupied with some details about 
the 5.110 of sheep, in which the writer apircars to be complaining of unfair treatment. Ho is evidently 
writing to some one who is superior to himself, and who in the writer’s opinion is able to do him some 
commercial or pecuniary service. His correspondent w;i3 prob.ibly purveyor to the Ispahbad, or at any rate 
adminislr.itor of some branch of business at his court. The writer of the document w.is a merchant of 
sheep, and complains that worthless animals had been bought, in consequence of which a number of sheep 
had been left on his hands: these he requests the government purveyor to buy. 

App.irently he had also been compelled to sell some other property, but the nature of his complaint 
can sc.irccly be guessed. The name of a city was mentioned, but the part of the leaf bearing it has 
been lost. 

Further evidence for the antiquity of the document is furnished by Dr. Stein’s account of its discovery 
and by Professor Wiesner’s report on the paper, which both give the end of the eighth century as a terminus 
ad quern for the document. 

Mr. A. E. Cowley, Sub-librarian of the Ilodlcian Library and I'cllow of Magdalen College, h.is made 
the follosving observations on the palaeography, which give the same kind of date: — 

‘Some of the characters arc ordinary and give no indication of age. 

The most interesting arc: R, J, H, T, h, J, 3, jf, p. 

Of these Nj n, and to some c.xtent h, 3, p bear a slight resemblance to characters used (according to 
Lidzbarski) in Babylonia and Persia in the twelfth century. 

The date of the document cannot be so late as that. The writing is throughout more archaic than 
that of the Persian deed of 1021. Some letters approach more nearly to forms in pre-Christian papyri 
and inscriptions, as R, J, n (inscription form), p, and less closely 3, If. 

The K seems to be half-way between the Egyptian-Aramaic (papyrus) form (^^ A() and the later N. 

It is sometimes less developed than the R on the Nash papyrus. 


4 D 2 
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The J is almost identical with the Eg.-Ar. A, and identical with the form on a papyrus (sixth century) 
in the Bodleian. 

The closed H is the form found in inscriptions of the first to third centuries, and hardly distinguishable 
from n, which does not occur. It is later than the form in the Nash papyrus. 

The is also later than that of the Nash papyrus. 

The 3, with its tail sometimes nearly straight, is very archaic, and approaches the forms used before 
final and initial letters were differentiated. 

The If is unusually large and clumsy. It is nearer to the form used in inscriptions (fourth to fifth 
century B. c.) [" than to the later If. 

The p has a small head and is like the Eg.-Ar. form p or 'p> 5ut its long tail is later. 

Taking the character of the writing generally, there seems no reason to doubt, and much reason to 
believe, that it dates from about the eighth century. If it were on anything but paper it might be even a 
little earlier. It stands midway between the eleventh-century Persian deed and the remains of the third 
and fourth centuries.’ 


Text and Transliteration h 


3N Nis' 'D N3 dxnn nridina \s' ntoif (lo) 
n3 inty 'N' ]Xto'lTt2D‘Tld Dp TD nriDD (n) 

non m'3 xi id pxi qxid \s' ipns n'D (12) 
xp 'p' omn “I'Di in x3 p 'jx pif (13) 
m inDxjD' ’3 p ’X {x*n td (14) 
xn p'lD X“i 3 D ’X'lD TX niSDU tJ' (15) 
n'D 'Dx Ip ’nsiJ pn’x (16) 
DH nuDi |xn nDDi (17) 
nn r p 'x 'ID ix xni (is) 


pm “111 “iD'xn “IX' 'X miD n’r (i) 

ti»'n Di-i“ip ti^'D naxi no'Di m {2) 

nn X 3 l “IDI 'If X 3 |D 'X pDXlf ip “1 (3) 

3 XTD 'ix p'lX'l 'ms '3 ti" “ID 3 (4) 

'DHDX “ins 'DinD 3 “) 3 X p xn '33 {'331 (5) 

'X 3nD D^'nS 3313 3 '!' X 3 in B'lD 'X | (6) 
c)b»t)3 Lbciy® lAcv-j ic>=>. oyi\ \)y 

3D .33 xni HD 3 D HD Xn 3 X 331 '3 313 (7) 
VO ^ y> b £jbi<o_^o 

n 3 D 3313 3 '!' 3333 3 DIDI 313 '3 333 D (8) 

!t>A. c^j tb^A. 

]X'K/' pif 313 XD . . . IXD'' IX Dp 'If 3 X 3 D (9) 

t^biol uy^ oy. Uv ■ • ■ {^_yS ob^ 


A considerable amount is lost at doi/j ends of the lines. 
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|N ?s‘ y Dins’ nDw ip (sS) 

'j\ «;> (*^W. 5^^ 3>^ 


niD mnp Kn DUip nsD ’niDns ’r ixp (29) 

oyi cy-suu 


“I1D nnDD R“i Dis’in ms ro nnis* j'j: dicj^i (30} 

oyi SvCuaA jj Vc 


nsip jii’ Din’Diis nnsn na^ii-iD ?r (31) 

'DnS pRHDRlD ’ID |R IR niD’ )RinS Ri* (32) 

Rnip ’“I’nD'ib RDD^’ nDRj -ijr (33) 


njSDU )’R I’cys JR ’RH’S’S (34) 
^3 (jiAi 5-SS^. 

’ID IR n*1tiR3 jin’D (35) 
SrDI RD’pni )’1 IR niD3 (36) 
}R J’lD ’R J’n ’If in TR (37) 


sn TD1 ’nsDS HD1 ’n’lD ms ip (19) 

Oj-^j LiO^A. c^A. sS 

p piD ’nD’RD nsD niD ai p njR (20) 

Ovo uo^-i ey-^'? c^vxi \j 

ns R 6 nnjR vn tj'is iw jr in ’s (21) 

^ y(^ ^ I <r?' 


njDim |n’ njsDii ’ir -i^soi nn m’R ’j’ ’n’no’ (22) 

[2Cs.J.#.vo^ C^3 C VAAaaj r^l 

cy.]A»yL) (:^c>-?,l 

nsRSD p’nw RDDD pi nnD-is n’t’ pii non in (23) 


Alloys o~^. U/j^ o-^ ^ 


’p’ ’isDii RnD Ip nnsip jin’ nsRSD RnD (24) 
nD'i* niiii DitiDR Rn pt’jp p ’nR ’is»if (25) 


’p’ pnniJi SR ’S DiRnj’S rj dh^’s ns (26) 


'D ’R p’nnjR niiDR rs Rn ’n'js Rn Dinn (27)' 

^ ^ |*^c) 


Translation. 


(i) 7/" the Lord God help, quickly the salary 
(e) ten and twenty letters I wrote to no purpose 
without number 

(3) Saying ‘ What has become of my stipend, and 

into the hand of whom 

(4) ry convenient, command him to give it to me. 

(5) and buy with that ’ till I stopped, desisted. 

(6) to your own hurt, may the Lord God give you a 

reward therefor. 

(7) it got delayed, till month ims added to month and 

from decade to decade 

(8) that they should buy worthless and lean sheep. 

The Lord God give them very 

(9) God forefend that one of them should be our 

. . . since they 


(10) when I had sold a garment, they cast it in my face 

(11) had sold: there was no-one of the men of the 

city PD 

(la) that I should buy three petkh\ and no mischief 
came of it. 

(13) since I expect this of you : first the affair 

(14) to be acquainted with my profit and loss, and my 

office 

(15) to buy the six sheep of me, in order that 

(16) you said thus; . . . three 

(17) and it is very detrimental 

(18) try and it from me 

(19) you yourself bought, and you yourself sold, and 

you yourself 

(20) if I am to be successful 
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(31) to you. Be in no way distressed on your own 
account 

(33) nor (?) was it here. And the bond 

for the sheep was right 

(33) came. When Yazid sent the person mentioned 

to the Ispahbad 

(34) the Ispahbad said : bring me a . . . 

(35) if you bring ... I will teach the girl. And as 

many things as 

(36) I have seen, I will not transgress. Take a gurbak 

(37) I will give, that she may learn the sense. To 

each one three 

(38) that I received your letter, one better than that 

you said 


(39) had you ordered anything, I would work hard 
that it might be done 

(30) my feelings, do not trouble at all if my feelings 

be hurt. 

(31) going behind, I asked : he said thus 

(33) command that your minister (?) be interrogated 
concerning that 

(33) if you had sent your letter it would have been 

done 

(34) its young before these sheep 

(35) it did not come out from the direction of 

(36) he showed, such as saddle, stirrups, and a hide 

(37) of everything that 


Notes. 


1. mia This formula occurs again in line 6 and 
line 8; ^'l' by itself in line 23. In the last place 

AiU-. ‘ when Yazid sent ... to the 

Governor’, it certainly is the Arabic proper name Yazid. 
But' in the first three places it is followed by the word ma, 
which can only be the Persian bi. ‘ God ’. And, indeed, the 
context in the first two lines is in favour of the meaning 
•God’. ‘[If] the Lord God befriend' is like a line ap. 
Vullers, i. 194 ojU-y jh Iji. jauIj oi*.; and ‘May 
the Lord God [give] the reward' is too common to need 
illustration. The third passage is too obscure to serve as an 
argument. 

2. omp ty'fJ. Compare jISCsa, ap. Vullers. 

3. 'it pDNS. In line 10 we read of a HDS being sold. 
The Jewish dialect confuses ^ and g, e. g. in the Law 
Report ttisD’V stands for JL,^. 

nn ttai ‘ perhaps into the hand of ’. Bacher suggests that 
this is the compound ‘ goods taken on credit ’. Perhaps 
what is meant is (jlbb ‘ remuneration '. 

5. The writer is evidently clear that the perfect should 
have a k in the first person. 

6. tyu seems to be ordinarily pronounced hh'ish. 

7. U “in . It is noticeable that the writer makes no 
diflficulty about beginning words with vowels : cf. line 13, n'DI. 

no ID nn sn. “id stands for N“i as often. The sense of 
m is not quite clear : if it means ‘ decade ', it must have been 
used for the jingle. 

11. The letter before [XOmD is like an incomplete D with 
the head of a h. Perhaps it is an abbreviation, and with 
the previous words should be read j ^ u ‘ did not 
believe ’. 

12. 'ipna. This seems to mean some sort of animal. 


14. inaXJC' ' 3 . In certain Persian dialects is regularly 
prefixed to the infinitive. 

The letter before 'i>' 3 ti’ appears to be a c:> with the 
middle stroke omitted : perhaps a letter wrongly written 
twice, and intended to be erased. 

15. The combination 'K'lD appears to be the Persian^ 
followed by the yii of izafet. 

16. The last word but one commences with a letter 
consisting of an upright stroke crossed by a wedge, like an 
ancient form of N : lam unable to say what it was meant 
for. 

23. iro. Since the writer begins words with vowels, this 
should stand for jnix. Another suggestion would be 
according to Vullers ‘a governess’, which would suit the 
context. 

24. “inaip, doubtless an error (cp. Dn 3'3 for pjjj in 1. 26). 
’ 13 DV perhaps for^li. ‘tray’. 

26. p 3 “l'U perhaps for cat’; yet a herb of some 

sort seems more likely. Vullers says, res fells capiti similis 
e salice proveniens. 

The chief archaism in the document appears to be the 
separation of the yd of izdfel in the form of 'N, the use of 
which, however, appears to be rather irregular ; it is identical 
in form with the indefinite article, and apparently 'p' (lines 
13, 26, 28) and 'N p' (line 27) can be written indifferently. 
The double spelling of the word j^yuiTvith J and p seems 
to point to the writer being either a foreigner or unpractised 
in writing : it even suggests suspicion of transliteration from 
Arabic writing, with which the confusion between cj, i_j, and 

^ would agree. 

27. n'a 3 . Perhaps for^lSCu ‘purpose, intent’. 
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INVENTORY LIST OF COINS FOUND OR 

PURCHASED 

I’KErAKKl) l-KOM NOTKS OF 

.S. W. BUSUKLL, M.D., C.M.G.. 

AM» 

H. J. RAPSON, M.A. 


I. COINS FROM TOGUjAI, MOJI. 

(S-cc .il-ciw, j.j). t JO s-ijij.) 


a. Mulur.'.tr.iJati coir.j ».>f s!;e :>)•« !>)• 

I);, Hv'-cji;ie:. Kipitl .r; C.-.l. I. j ;<. j: asM !c:j- 

ua'icly a'.:r;!;s;;cil by biiii lo *SuU\nii!> K!..ii; 5 n’. They 
ieeai 10 h<Ar li.c luiac of ihcCAliph A!-MuiU';;tn, i 
.1.0. See I'L KC, No.<'. lo D.'. HtfcnilcA 

jKOi'.iI vArsciy, cciiip. hii I I. I, 31). 

9 .Miii;.v'iiir,A»lA!» cc>]'j<r eoiw, pJolAlIy of .^Iul.tAl^»r.A^l 
.\(sFl!S KIAj) (kc Ilociiilc, loc. c:i-, i. p. .10). 


,] copier coins not idcnli.'icil. 
b. .’>Iuii.i!i)inAilj!) cojipcr coins, .ipp.-irontly moslly of 
'Su!aj(!i.i!i Kiuiian’; :cc I’l. .\C, No. ^7 (cf. lloernlc, 
I’l. 1. (1;;. j»). 

C. 19 Ciiinc;c copper coins, sni.iil, lu’tli ihc legend Ch’un^ 
ji'o.'r c-iaKj'/v;.>, of Ch’!cn-)ll.in pcrioil (75^-7 '59 .1.0.), 

4 Ciiiiic c copj>cr coins, wiili .-aiinc legend, l.irgc. 
u non-Chinese copjicr coins, no: identified. 


If. COINS l*URCIi.\SKD AT VOTKAN, 


(Sec a!/0-.c, pp. 303 


a. Copper coinis purcluvticd at aitc, Oct. iG, igoo. 

1 coin cf KojulA-Li.-A-iiAdphLcs (ccnip. Cunninglum, 
A'on.-'CT. Cirv.T.-WV, liiyA. FI. IV, 9); rec FI. L.XN.XI.N, .No. i. 

2 coins of KanijLs; probshiy //ri'/. .I/nr. Co/., No. 52. 

j Chincic coin tinlino-.wi to Chinese jiuinisnuii.,l.s: fust 
claracter jd -T. second pcjlnipj /nn; see FI. LXXXIX, 
No. 5. and aboie, p. 203. 

1 Cisinese coin svith ihc legend (comp. Ixtckluirt, 

i. p. Noi. 93-102) ; see I’l. L.XX.XIX, No. n. 

2 Chinese coins Miih legend Ifu-^Au. 

t 6 Chinese coins of Ch'icn-yUan ixuiod (758-739 a, u.); 
see FI. XC, Nos. 28, 29. 

5 Chinese coins of Ta-li period (^ 66 -^^o .i.o.); sec 


FI. XC, No. 32. 

26 coins undetermined, owing to very poor prcserViition 7 
Several among tlicin m.iy be small Sino-Kharosthi piccc.s. 
b. Copper coins purchased at Yotkan, Nov. 27* J900. 

2 Sino-Kharo;thf coins, small. 

I Chinese coin with legend 


9 Chinese coins of Ch'icn-yUan period (758-739 .i.D.), large. 

■i Chinese coins of Ch'icn-ylhin period, small. 

( Chincic coin of T.i-li period (766-779 a.d.), small. 

3 Chinese coins of Tang dymuity, undeciphered. 

^ Chinese coins of Sung dynasty, periods Yilan-fdng 
(1078-83 A. n.) and YUan-yu (1086-93 a. a.); sec FI. XC, 
36. 37 - 

I Mulnunmadan coin, prohably of Muhammad Arslan. 

7 .Muhammadan coins, small, uncertain, 
c. Copper colna purchased at Yotkan, April 28, igoi. 

> Cliiiic.se coin with legend JC iii-yihsn (ung pao, of type 
fust iVsucd by Kao tsu — and by liis successors for nearly a 
hundred ye.us. See FI. L.N.N.NIX, No, 2.j. 

17 Chinese coins of Cli'icn-yilan period (758-759 a. d,), 
several fragmentary. 

3 Chinese coins of Ta-Ii period (766-779 a. d.). 

3 Chinese coins, illegible. 

r unperforated coin, illegible. 
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d. Copper coins purchased at Yotkan, April 29, 1901. 

6 Sino-Kharoslhi coins, Vi’iih traces of Kharoslhi legend. 

I coin of Kaniska (^lAO) ; see Bril. Mus. Cal., No. 43. 
3 Chinese coins, ancient, uninscribed. 


6 Chinese coins of Ch'ien-yiian period (758-739 a.d.). See 
ri. XC, No. 30. 

2 small coins, probably Muhammadan, but quite indeter- 
minable. 

3 coins illegible. 


III. COINS PURCHASED AT KHOTAN. 

Most of them probably coming from Yotkan (sec above, pp. 203 sqq.) 


a. Copper coins, batch Y. 001. 

a Sino-Kharosthi coins, large. The Chinese legend reads 
Chung nien ssii chi Ul ch'ien ‘Engraved money weighing 
twenty-four c/iu.' For the Kharosthi legend, illegible on 
one coin, comp, Hoemle, Report, i. pp. 5 sqq. See 
PI. LXXXIX, No. 3. 

1 Sino-Kharosthi coin, small. For the Chinese legend, 
see Hoernle, Report, i. p. to. Khar, legend obliterated. 

b. Copper coins, batch Y. 0025. 

a Sino-Kharosthi coins, large. One (see PI. LXXXIX, 
No. 2) shows the Khar, legend [. . . . ra]* rc\jci\lirajasa 
yif /// ///] < 5 K/a;«o[>’a] sa. 

c. 2 Sino-Kharosthi copper coins, large, batch Y. 0026. 
Traces only of legends on both. 

d. Copper coins, batch Kb. 004. 

a Sino-Kharosthi coins, large ; 

4 Sino-Kharosthi coins, small ; fragmeats of Khar, legend. 

a coins undeciphered. 

e. Copper coins, batch Kb. 002. 

I large and 14 small Sino-Kharosthi coins, with fragments 
of Khar, letters. 

f. 6 Sino-Kharosthi coins, .^ 1 , bought Nov. ii, tgoo. 
Traces of Khar, legend. 

g. Copper coins, presented by Wang-Daloi, Nov, 23, 
1900, as coming from Yotkan. 

3 Sino-Kharosthi coins, small. See PI. LXXXIX, No. 4. 

I coin of Kaniska (MAO) ; comp. Brit. Jl/iis. Cat., No, 45. 


h. Copper coins, batch Y. 005. 

I coitt of Kaniska, reverse undetermined. 

1 Muhammadan coin, probably of Muhammad Arslan, 

i. Copper coins, batch Y. 007. 

2 Chinese coins of Ch'ien-yaan period (758-759 a. d.). 

I Chinese coin of Shao-shSng period (1094-97 a. d.) ; see 
PI. XC, No. 38. 

1 Chinese coin of Sung Hui tsung ShSng-sung (i loi a. n.) ; 
see PI. XC, No. 39. 

k. Copper coins, batch E.D. 001. 

1 large Sino-Kharosthi coin. 

i small Sino-Kharosthi coin. 

1 Chinese coin of Hsi-ning period (106S-77 a.d.). 
t Chinese coin of Shao-shSng period (1094-97 a.d.). 

1 Chinese coin of Tsung-ning period (1102-06 a . d .). 

2 Muhammadan coins of ‘ Sulayman Khaq 3 n’; see PI. KC, 
No. 44. 

I coin of Muhammad Arslan. 

i Muhammadan coin, of Yarkand (see Hoernle, Report, 

>• P- 35 )- 

7 Muhammadan coins, uncertain. 

l, Copper coins, batch Y. 006. 

5 Muhammadan coins, uncertain (‘ Sulayman Khaqan ' ?). 

m. 13 Copper coins said to come from Halal-bagh, 
AH in very poor preservation. Perhaps 4 large Sino- 
Kharosthi, 7 small Sino-Kharo§thi, 2 Chinese, 


IV. COINS SAID TO HAVE BEEN FOUND AT CHALMA-KAZAN. 

(See above, p. 234.) 


t Chinese coin of Tsung-ning period (1102-06 a.d.); see 
PI. XC, No. 40. 


a. Copper coins presented by Wang-Daloi, Nov. 23, 
igoo. 

2 Chinese coins of K'ai-yvian period (713-74* a.d.); see 
PI. LXXXIX, No. 26, 

3 Chinese coins of Ch'ten-yuan period ( 758-739 a.d.). 

2 Chinese coins of Ta-li period (766-779 a . d .); see 
PI. XC. No. 33. 

I Chinese coin of Chien-chung period (780-7S3 a.d.); 
see PI, XC, No. 34. 


b. Copper coins sold as coming from Chalma-Kazan, 
batch C. 001. 

4 large Sino-Kharosthi coins. 

3 small Sino-Kharosthi coins. 

2 Muhammadan coins, apparently of jMuhammad Arslan. 

I Muhammadan coin, uncertain. 


* From Sir D. Forsyth’s coin the first two words of .the be a veiy probable restoration, 
inscription maluf and rajP are certain. On the other coin only traces of legend. 

- Traces of three or four Aksaras. tralarasa seems to 
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V. COINS FliOiM DANDAN-UILIQ. 
(See above, I), 283. 


a. Copper coins brought by Turdi, Nov. 17, 1900. 
5 Cliiiicse coins with legend U’u~c/;u. 

3 Chir.csc coins, ancient, uninscribed. 
t Chinese coin of Ch‘ien-)'ilan period. 

b. Copper coins found .at site. 

Dec. J!?, 19C0: I Chinese coin, uninscribed. 

I Chinese coin of K'.ii-yilan period (7 13-7^1 a. u.). 


Dec. ag ; i Chinese coin of K'ai-yUan period. 

Dee. 27-28; 6 Chinese coins, witliout inscription; see 
PJ. LXXXIX, No. 23. 

1 fragmentary coin, with il’u-c/in legend. 

Jan. 3, igot : .f Chinese coins of K'.ai-yiian period (7; 3-7.11 
A. n.) ; see PI. LXXXIX, No. 25. 

3 Cliinese coins of Ch'ien-yilan period (7o8-7i;y a. n.) ; 
.see PI. L.X.XXIX, No, 27. 


VI. COPPER COINS FOUND ,\T UAWAK DEVOND DANDAN-UILIQ. 

(See .alwc, p. 30(5.) 

', Chinese coins, small, unin.'cribed ; see PI. LXXXIX, r Chinese coin of K'ai-y (Ian period (71 3-7.< t a. n.). 

No. .7. 


VII. COPPER COINS 
(See ab( 

a. 1 Chinese coin, undetermined, found near Stupa, Jan. 28, 
lyoi. 

b. i Chine-'c coin, with tiaccs of legend found west 

of Stupa, Jan. 30, H/Oi. 

c. Coins found near ruitr N. v., Fcl.>. 7-S, ryot. 

5 Chir.c-jC coins, ancient, uninscribed; sec PI. LXXXIX, 
No. 7. 

3 Chinese cc/ins, will) legend li'u-e/iw, see PI. LXXXIX, 
No. 12. 

d. I Ciiir.cie coin cf Cii'ien-yUan j/eriCKl, brougiit by Turdi 


FOUND AT NIVA SITE, 
re, p. iCxj.) 

to camp near N, v., Feb. 8, 1901; comp, above, p. 309, 
note 29, 

c. Coins found near ruin N. vin, Feb. 1 1, 1901. 

2 Chinese coins, sin.all, uninscribed ; see PI. LXXXIX, 
Nos. 8, :o. 

2 Chinese coins, with legend Wu-eAu; see PI. LXXXIX, 

No. r.(. 

f. 2 Chinese coims, with legcml Uu-(/iu, found by Ilassan 
.^khilti, Feb. I, 1901, circ. three miles north of Stupa; sec 
PI. LXXXI.X, No. 13. 


VIII. COPPER COINS FOUND AT ENDERE SITE. 

(Sec above, p. .*29.) 

a. Coins found inside Endere Fort, Feb. 23-35, igoi. b. Coins found near Endcrc Fort, Feb. 21-23, iQoi. 
2 Chinese coins, uninscribed. 3 Chinese coins (two fragmentary), uninscribed. 

2 Chinese coins, with legend nu-c/iu. i Cliinese coin, fragmentary, with legend llu-c/iu. 


IX. COPPER COINS FOUND AT KARA-DONG SITE. 


(See alwve, p. 4 1 ?-) 


a. Coins found within ruined quadrangle, March i 3 -iS» 
1901. 

3 Chinese coins, uninscribed. 

2 Chinese coins, with legend Jl ti-chu. 


b. Coins found near Kara-dong ruin, March 15-17, 
igoi. 

8 Chinese coins, uninscribed, too defaced for reading ; 
see PL LXXXIX, Nos. 6, 13. 

I Chinese coin, witli remains of legend Wu-chtt. 


X. COPPER COINS FOUND AT UZUN-T.\TI SITE, MARCH 26, 1901. 

(See above, p, 4<5r.) 


I Chinese coin of Pao-y Uan period ( 1 038-39 a- d.), broken ; 
see PI. XC, No. 35 - 


I Muhammadan coin, of Muhammad Arslan (comp, 
Hoernle, Report, i. p. 30; PI. I, 22); see PI, XC, No. 43. 

4 E 
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XI. COPPER COINS FROM HANGUYA SITE. 
(See above, p. 471.) 


a. I Chinese coin found near Hanguya Stupa ruin, April 5, 
1901, uninscribed. 

b. Coins said to have been brought from Hanguya Tati; 
purchased at Khotan, Nov. 18, 1900. 

I Sino-Kharosthi coin, large. 

20 (circ.) Sino-Kharosthi coins, small. 


16 coins' indeterminable. • Among them there is one coin 
of a curious and apparently unknown type. Ohv. Large 
figure of horse walking to L.; above some symbol (? ^). 
Rev. Uncertain, ? A 3 or Lead; -9; weight 213 (much 
corroded). 

I Chinese coin of Ch'ien-yfian period (758-759 a.d.).- 


XII. COPPER COINS FROM TAM-OGHIL. 


(See above, p. 473.) 


a. I Chinese coin, uninscribed, small, bought on April 7, 
1901, at site of excavations. 

b. 4 Chinese coins, of Yiian-f^ng period (1078-85 a.d.), both 


in seal character and running-hand script, purchased at 
Yurung-kash, April 4, 1901, and said to have been obtained 
at Tam-Oghil. 


XIII. COPPER COINS FROM AK-SIPIL SITE. 
(See above, p. 476.) 


a. I Chinese coin, with legend Wu-chu, picked up on 
remains of Ak-sipil rampart, April 8, 1901 ; see PI. LXXXIX, 
No. 16. 

Coins said to have been found near Ak-sipil ; purchased at 
Khotan, Nov. 17, igoo. 

1 Chinese coin, with legend Wu-chu. 

2 Chinese coins of Ch'ien-ytian period (758-759 A. d.), 
small. 

I Chinese coin of Ch'ien-ytian period (?), large. 

XIV. COPPER COINS FROM 
(See above, 

a. 4 Chinese copper coins, with legend Wu-chu readable on 
three, found at SE. foot of Stupa base, April 13, 1901 ; see 
PI. LXXXIX, No. 18. 

b. 2 Chinese coins, with legend Wu-chu readable on one, 
found below relief R. xi, April 12, 1901. 

c. I Chinese coin, with legend Wu-chu, found behind relief 
R. xxviii, April 15, 1901. 

d. I Chinese coin, with legend Wu-chu, found in wall on 
north side of gateway, Rawak Stupa court, April 16, 1901; 
see PI. LXXXIX, No. 17. 

e. 1 Chinese coin, probably inscribed Wu-chu, found at foot 
of statue R. Ixiv, April 16, 1901. 

f. 24 Chinese coins (circ. 12 fragm.) much corroded, appa- 
rently most with legend Wu-chu ; found on south side of small 
Stupa base, April ri, 1901. 

g. 20 Chinese coins (six fragm.), much corroded, probably 
all with legend Wu-chu ; found on east side of small StQpa 
base, April 17, 1901. 

h. 12. Chinese coins (one fragm.), much corroded, probably 


c. Coins said to have been brought from Ak-sipil .Tati ; 
purchased at Khotan, Nov. 19, 1900. 

I Sino-Kharo§du coin, small. 

1 Chinese coin of Ch'ien-ytian period (758-759 a. d.), large. 

I Chinese coin of Ch'ing-li period (1041-48 a.d.). 

I Chinese coin of Yiian-yu period (1086-93 a.d.). 

I coin of Muhammad Arslan Qakhan (w) ; see PI. XC, 
No. 42 (comp. Hoernle, Report, i. p. 30 ; PI. I, 22-24). 

3 small Muhammadan coins, uncertain (‘ Sulayman 
Khaqan ’ ?). 

RAWAK STUPA AND VICINITY, 
pp. 5 oo> 50 I-) 

all of Wu-chu type ; found on north side of. small Stupa base, 
April 17, 1901. 

i. 28 Chinese coins (six fragm.), much corroded, probably 
all reading Wu-chu ; found on west side of small Stupa base, 
April 17, 1901. See PI. LXXXIX, No. 19. 

j. 8 small Chinese coins, without legend, found between 
dunes near Rawak Stupa, April 11, 1901. 

k. 10 Chinese coins, corroded and sticking together, probably 
all with legend Wu-chu ; found by labourers near Rawak camp, 
April 15, 1901. 

l . 23 Chinese coins, probably all inscribed Wu-chu, bought 
at Khotan, Nov. 30, 1900, from large find made near Rawak 
Stupa. SeePI. LXXXIX, No. 21. 

m. 6 Chinese coins, with legend Wu-chu, selected Dec. 6, 1900, 
from large find made near Rawak Stupa. See PI. LXXXIX, 
No. 20. 

n. 59 Chinese coins, some uninscribed, others with legend 
Wu-chu, said to have been brought from Ak-sipil, Rawak, 
and Jumbe-kum. Purchased at Yurung-kash, April 6, 1901 ; 
see PI. LXXXIX, No. 22. 
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XV. COPPER COINS FOUND AT JUAIBE-KUiM SITE, APRIL 14, 1901. 

(See above, p. 50a.) ^ 

4 Chinese coins, uninscribed. i Chinese coin, with legend Wti-chu. 

XVI. COPPER COINS FOUND NEAR KARA-DOBE, APRIL 30, 1901. 

(See above, p. 515.) 

3 Chinese coins, fragments, undetermined. 


XVII. COPPER COINS SAID TO COIME FROM MAZAR-TAGH SITE, 
near lower Yurung-kaslt; purchased at Khotan, Nov, 18, 1900, 


I Sino-Kharostht coin, small. 

3 Chinese coins of Ch'ien-yilan period (758-759 a.d.), 
large. 

3 Chinese coins of Ch'icn-yilan period, small ; sec PI. XC, 
No. 3r. 


2 Chinese coins of Ta-li period (766-779 a.d.). 

I Chinese coin of Hsi-ning period (1068-77 a.d.). 

6 Chinese coins of Tsung-ning period (i 102-06 a. d.) ; see 
PI. XC, No. 4r. 

5 Chinese coins, undetermined. 


TABLE OF COIN SPECIDIENS REPRODUCED IN PLATES LXXXIX AND XC. 

PL.\TE LXXXIX. 




Dtscription, 


Rt’S’', period, or legend. 


Weight. 


Place 0/ find or purchase. 


I 


Indo-Sc>’thian 
Sino-Kharofthi, large 


Kujula-kara-kadphises 


•I 6-5 
263. 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 


23 

24 

25 

26 

27 


do. do. 

do. small 

Chinese, archaic 
Chinese 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Uninscribed (?) 

Unins cribed 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Hou-cliilan 

Wu-chu 

do. 

do, 

Wu-chu (? defaced) 

Wu-chu 

do. 

do. 

do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

Uninscribed 

K'ai-yUan( 7 i 3 - 74 iA.D.). 

do. 

do, 

Ch'ien-yuan (758-759 a.d.). 


3 40-3 
49.8 
Sl- 
id. 
13. 
3-0 


84- 

20. 

3<'- 

49-5 

49- 

22.6 

50- 3 

27-5 

62.7 
43-5 
42.4 
13-4 
13-5 

broken 

68.6 

50-6 

124.2 


Yotkan 

Khotan 

do. 

do. 

Yotkan 
Kara-dong 
Niya Site 
do. 

Rawak, Dandan-Uiliq 
Niya Site 
Yotkan 
Niya Site 
do. 
do. 

Kara-dong 

Ak-sipil 

Rawak 

do. 

do. 

do. (?) 
do{?) 
do.(?) 

Dandan-Uiliq 

Yotkan 

Dandan-Uiliq 

Chalma-kazan 

Dandan-Uiliq 


4 E 2 
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PLATE XC. 


A'o. 

Descrip/ton. 

Reign, period, or legend. 

Weighl. 

Place of find or purchase. 

28 

Chinese 

Ch'ien-vuan {7.‘i8-7nO a.d.) 

103-5 

Yotkan 

29 

do. 

do. 

43-3 

do. 

30 

do. 

do. 

116-3 

do. 

31 

do. 

do. 

33-8 

Mazar-tagh (?) 

33 

do. 

Ta-li (766-779 A.D.) 

43-1 

Yotkan 

33 

do. 

do. 

54-3 

Chalma-kazan (?) 

34 

do. 

Chien-chung- (780-78:^ a.d.^ 

6 o» 

do. 

35 

do. 

Pao-yiian (1038-39 a. d.) 

broken 

Uzun-Tati 

36 

do. 

Yiian-yu (1086-93 a. d.) 

101*4 

Yotkan 

37 

do. 

do. 

87 - 

do. 

38 

do. 

Shao-shSng (1094-97 a. d.) 

ri8.2 

Khotan 

39 

do. 

Shgng-sung (iioi a.d.) 

180-3 

do. 

40 

do. 

Tsung-ning (i 102-06 a. d.) 

144-7 

Chalma-kazan (?) 

41 

do. 

do. 

199-7 

Mazar-tagh (?) 

42 

Muhammadan 

Muhammad Arslan 

90-8 

Ak-sipil (?) 

43 

do. 

do. 

98-7 

Uzun-Tati 

44 

do. 

Sulayman Khaqan (?) 

( 55-5 

Khotan 

45 

do. 

do. 

68-2 

Togujai 

4(5 

do. 

do. 

50- 

do. 

47 

do. 

do. 

67- 

do. 
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PART I 

NOTES ON ROCKHILL’S ‘LIFE OF THE BUDDHA’, Pp. 230 SQQ., AND THE WORKS 

THERE QUOTED. 

(See also ‘ Buddhist and Other Legends about Khotan ’, by Babu Sarat Ciiandra Das, C.I.E., 
in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1886, Part I, pp. 193-303.) 

P. 236, sub fin . — ^The letters resemble closely those of ‘ India {Rgyci) ’. But Rgya by itself generally incan.s 
China: cf. pp. 234, 1. 16 sqq., p. 236, 1. 20, See. Sec. Rgya-gar is the usual term for India, Rgya or Rgya-nag 
for China (f. 429 b). 

P. 237. — From Kustana (Sa-nu) onwards there were fifty-six kings and one regent. The capital of Khotan 
was builb by Ye-u-la, son of Kustana (f. 430 a). 

P. 237, sub fin . — In the reign of Vijayasambhava many other Viharas (besides Tsar-ina) were built 

(f. 430 a-b). 

P. 338, 11. 21 sqq. — With Buddhaduta (j/r=°data) are mentioned Kha-ga-ta, Kha-ga-drod, Biin-byuh, and 
others (f. 431 b). The more exact name of the Vihara is Hgehu-to-ian (apparently also named Mo-rgu-bde-H). 
The name of the princess is Pueiyehiara (Pu-ne-^va-ra sic) (f. 432 b). 

P. 239, 1. 8.— Sanghagosa (sic) (f. 433 a). 

Ibid., 11. 14 sqq.— The three sons of Vijayajaya were, in order of age, Hdon-dros (wlio went to India), 
Paravia (who became a Bande with the name Dharmananda, and also went to India), and Vijayadharma. 

' The venerable ManiasidhV should be ‘ Samantasiddhi' . PJdon-dros, on returning to Khotan (Li-yul) dwelt in 
San-tir, because he was disliked by the king, and even there was persecuted by liim, Samantasiddhi came from 
India and effected a reconciliation ; but Hdon-dros docs not appear ever to have been king (ff, 433 fa-43'5 a). 

P. 240, 11. 1-2. This king, who became a Buddhist, received the name Anaudasena, He was sent to 
Su-ltg (Kashgar), and Vijayasimha built for him the Vihara S/m-/7a (f. 436 b). 

Ibid. Vijayaktrii I was succeeded by his son Vijayasaugrdma, tvho acquired the name seh-gr 'lien 
and by whom (or at whose instance by a certain Dharmakirti) a Vihara was built. After his time, durmg 
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fourteen generations of kings, Li-yul was sometimes invaded by enemies, and sometimes vice versa. The 
fourteen generations begin with Vijayadharma (son of Vijayasangrama?), and end with Vijayakirti. In this 
period Li-yul was invaded by the Drug-gu king ’A- 7 io-sos, who destroyed the Viharas as far as 
Hgehu-to-san {sic) (f. 437 a-b). 

P. 340, II. 1 - 3 . — Vijayakirti II was the fourteenth from Vijayadharma, who was probably the successor of 
Vijayasangrama I, and not the original Vijayadharma. It is related in the Saitghavardhana Vyakarana how 
Vijayasangrama (II, son of Vijayakirti II), who became king when seven years old, hearing of the former 
invasions by the Drug-gu ' A-no-mo-soh {sic) and others, invaded their kingdoms, and caused great slaughter, 
to atone for which he built the Vihara Hgii-gzan, which was then called Hgu-'zati-ta (ff. 437 b-438 b). 

Ibid. — The successors of Vijayakirti II are as follows: — 

I. Vijayasangrama, a minor, who carried war into the land of Drng-gu, z.nd built thtHgu-ghan 
Vihara (see above). 

3. Vijayasimha, who built the Bzah-ser-ma Vihara: a contemporary of an Arhat Dharmapala 
(f. 438 b). 

3. Vijaya, during whose reign, and in the five following reigns, no Viharas were built (f. 438 b). 

4. Vijayapala, and his son Vijayasangrama succeeding him. The latter built the Bzah-sah-gre-re-ma 

Vihara (ff. 438 b-439 b). 

5. Vijayasdira, during whose and the three following reigns no Viharas were built (f. 439 b). 

6. Vijayakirti, in Hgum-tir, built the Vihara Bha-va-ha (f. 439 b). 

7. Then Vijayasangrama, and his son of the like name (perhaps, however, the son’s name was 

Vijayavikrajnd) : in the course of a visit to China the father was killed by Drug-gns, and while 
the son was a minor, the vciim&t'&t Ama-la-khe-meg for twelve years, and built the Vihara 

and Stupa of Ma-ua-hdi (ff. 439 b-440 a). 

8. Vijayavikrama, on becoming king, built the Vihara Byi-za-gra-ma for the Arhat Devendra, 

his Kalyanamitra (f. 440 a). 

9. Then the Chinese minister (?= Ambassador or Amban) Ser-ihe-H and king Vijayadharma built 

the Vihara of Maitra (f. 440 a). 

10. Then the Chinese minister Ka-the-si and king Vijayasambhava built the Vihara Khe-gan-isa 
for two Arhats, his Kalyanamitras ' U-dren-dra-rod-ci and Dharmdnanta They also 
built a Stupa called Su-ston-ha (f. 440 a-b). 
n. Then Vijaya-bohan-chen-po rebuilt the Su-stoh-na Stupa (f. 440 b). 

13. Then Vijayasimha, a youth, was oppressed by his ministers and the queen mother, whom on 
growing up he punished. He then built the Vihara Ro-bya. Afterwards, his queen having been 
helped by certain Arhats {Manya (?), Satrajhd, Sthyasuta, Simhcindda, and others) from India, 
he built the Vihara Nu-bo-iia (ff. 44ob-44ia). 

13. Then a bhiksuni named kohi-dzaya, the elder sister of ^o-rgya, queen of Hdon-hdros, being arrived 

from China to act as Kalyanamitra of her younger sister, the queen built in her honour the 
Vihara Yo-zo-hjo (f. 441 a). 

14. Vijayasata, contemporary of an Arhat Buddhananta {sic), built the Zer-ro-hjo Vihara (f. 441 a-b). 

15. Then Vijaydnanta {sic) built for a female Arhat Dharmapala {sic), who came from ^u-lig, the 

Po-le 7 i-to Vihara (f. 441 b). 

16. Then Vijayasangrama, also named seh-ge (see p. 340 supra), with his mother Dharmd, for whom, 

as a female Arhat, he built the Dro-mo-hdza Vihara (ff- 441 b-443 a). 

17. Then Vijayasangrama s younger brother Bre-sa-ya-stu-iag married the Drug-gu queen 

A-zu-ka-su-ma, and built the Ta-ke-Ijjo Vihara (f. 443 a). 

18. Then the wife of king Vijayasangrama, who built the Hgu-gzan Vihara [? see above No. (i)], 

daughter of king Phrom-ge-sar, and another wife, the daughter of (?) Hu-rod-ga, being Arhats, 
by name ^ilamata and Go-hu-sa-ra {sic), came from Kashmir and became Kalyanamitras of 
the queen niother Hu-rod, who built for them the Vihara Ho-ro 7 i-hjo (f. 443 a). 
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19. Vijiiyakirii, whose daughter Vi-ia-Jsa-ya built for her elder sister, the female Arhat Vi-ic-sc[})-ci, 

the Vihara Po-blo-na-jo (f. ^42 a). 

20. ViJaya~/jza!j-lii^ whose daughter Vi-su-p/tra-ba, wife of tlie king of tlie Gti-zin [for Gu-zanY\, built 

for the bliikjunT Arimt Vijaya tlic 'Er-iita-iw Viliara (f. 443 a-b). 

21. Vijityapala built for Ids wife, who had become an Arhat, tlie Viliara Kho-vto-uo-no (f. 443 b). 

33. The minister ? ca-/:/ta ?, see p. .582, 1 . built the Vihiira Gus-sdc-rc-vta (f. 443 b). 

33. I'T/iy’iyhjvr having married the daughter of the king of 'O-sku, the queen built for her Kalyana- 

mitra, the female Arhat Gzc-nuj, the Vihara ' 0 ~ka-?io (f. 443 b). 

24. Vijayasaity^rdtiui built the Vihara Kus-gyi-or-iiiyon-iiag (f. 443 b). 

35. VijityiJ, married to ^u-to-ka, daughter of the king of Bai-gun-pan (cf. p. 584, 1. 5 from end), built 
for her elder sister, the female Arhat 'A-io-ko-ii-la, the Vihara Gco-lu{y)-iia (f. 443 b). 

26. Ftjiiyi2Si'mki7, married to 'A-/ju>-^',tb, the Gu-/t/ti^ queen, built for his queen’s Kalyanamitra, the 

female Arhat Jji/nn-^Jrps from the Vihara Khyc-ko-ita (ff. 443 b-443 a). 

27. Vtjityasaiipniwa built at the advice of two bhiksunis, ^:-bi-ha{ta'i) and IJpi-/jii-sii-su-ga{ya}), from 

Kashmir, the Vihara Na-mo-kbti-pdoit (f. 443 a). 

28. A minister IJiiak-ito-ya set up in the lower market a great image, afterwards repaired by the minister 

who also built for the bhik^uni Kon-ied [written Koh-ich] {or bhiksums of 
Koh-sedt) the Vihara IJdti/t-no-yit-ito (f. .pig •'')■ 


A. Ssun of the VikCiras, Cyc. in 'U^ihaP {K/toiats), in the Sku-mkhar {=l/tc fortress or capital t) and 
outside 

1. <58 great Viliams, 95 middle ones, 148 small ones, 3,688 other temples {sso-sgohi-mchod-pahi' 

lha-kkah ?) and minor foundations, chortens, &c. 

2. In a certain year {byi-bado ‘mouse year’*) there were io,coo persons of both sexes in the 

Saiighas {dge-/jduii~spos-/jtsko). 

B. Sum of the Vihdras, (Ac. in ktdo-lo and Me-skar : — 

1. 4 great Viharas, over too other temples, &c. 

2. 20 Saiighas. 

C. Sum of the Vikdras,(Ac. in Kam-sed, P/ia-jia, Bc-rka-/jb{d 7 )ra and’O-sku to 7 i-la, in the Sku-mkhar 
{the fortress, capital!) and outside i — 

I. 33 large Viharas, 31 middle ones, 23 small, 839 minor foundations. 

3. 438 Sahgh.as (persons in the Saiighas). 

D. Sum of the Vihdras, Ac. from Gyil-kyah to Koh-sed and Du-rya, in the Sku-mkhar {fortress, 
capital}) and outside: — ■ 

1. 15 Viharas, and a number (not stated) of minor foundations. 

2. 963 persons in the Saiighas (f. 443 a-b). 


The Li-yul Vydkarana was composed in accordance with .the request of Arya Zla-ba i-silih-po 
(Candragarbha) and Devi Dri-ma-med-pahi-hod {Amalaprabha!) and with the Vydkarana of Sanghavardhana 
in the last intercalary month of the autumn of the Khyi (dog) year, 1356 years from the introduction of 
the Dharma by Vijayasambhava. Its subject is how the Aryas were invited by the kings and Buddhism 
was taught, how Viharas and temples were built, and how the Saiighas spread (fol. 444 a). 

‘ For an etymology of the name 'U-then see S. C. Das, ’ The mouse year is merely the first of the 12 years 

op. cit., p. 195, n. cycle. 



584 


EXTRACTS FROM TIBETAN ACCOUNTS OF KHOTAN [Appendix E 


PART II 

NOTES FROM THE GOSRNGA VYAKARANA. 

(Cf. ‘ Notes Chinoises sur ITnde', V, by M. Sylvain Levi, in the Bulletin de t ^cole Frangaise d 

Extreme-Orient, vol. v. pp. 356 sqq.) 

Tins work is an account of the Gosriiga mountain and country, put into the mouth of Buddha as 
prophecy. It is found in the Bkah-hgyur (Mdo xxx, IT. 33<5b-354b; see Rockhill, p. 331). 

Foil. 337-340 a. — Buddha visits the site of the future kingdom of Dge-ba, or Li-yitl, and sinks in 
dhyana on the peak of Mt. Gosruga, on which occasion we find mentioned in the north a great lake, 
a little distance from which Buddha meditated, in the west the Caitya Go-vta-sa-la-gan-da (338 b) and the 
Viharas Spon-hyed {Vrji), Hjigs-tshogs-spoh-byed, Hod-can, Vi-si-nio-iia, Ye-scs-ri, Va-(?)-no-co, and Bge- 
Mun-skyoh founded by the blessing of Manju^rl, Akasagarbha ^ (?), Avalokiteivara, Maitreya, Bhumigarbha ^ {?), 
Vaidyaraja^ (?), and Samantabhadra respectively, as well as other Viharas by other divinities (340 a). 

Foil. 340 a-b. — Here is told the incident of the 353 (j;V) lotuses (Rockhill) and it is prophesied that 
in a like number of Viharas the Ghanta would be sounded in this country. The Go-ma-sa-la-gan-da 
country receives the blessing of Buddha. 

Foil. 341 a-343 b.— One hundred years after the Nirvana comes the stoiy of Kustana and the Chinese 
Minister HJan-so (sic), whose sovereign was named Cha-yah (acc. to S. C. Das, op. cit., pp. 1915-7 = the great 
emperor Che-he-Wang, or Che-Hwang-tc). In the time oi Kustana arose many Viharas, Caityas, &c. The 
name Go-vta-sa-la-gan-da (according to the Sutrapitaka derived from being on the bank of the river Go-via, 
cf. Ldvi, op. cit., p. 358) and that of Dge-ba are explained (343 a). When the Go-vta-sa-la-gan-da and the 
Hod-sruh (Ka^yapa) caityas sink, the country is to sinlc. 

Certain divinities are assigned as protectors of the country. The Sutra (i. e. the Gosrnga Vyakarana) 
is to be read in times of trouble and danger (343 b). 

Foil. 343 a-345 b. — In future times the Suvt-pa and Bod-pa, and also the Chinese, would invade the 
country, but would be diverted by the Sutra (343 a) from harming it. In order that the Sutra should be 
firmly established in Li-yul, it was taught by Buddha, on Gosrnga, to the Aparanta king and his ministers 
from Li-yul. 

Foil. 345 b-347 a. — In future invasions by the Sum-pa, Drug-gu, Hor, and others, the country would 
be defended by images of Buddha brought from various other countries (345 b). 

From the fortress Dge-ba-can (capital of Dge-ba) would come the image of Buddha Bde-bahi-hbyuh- 
gnas (Punyasambhava ?), which would protect the fortress and district of the West, Ku-^ed. 

The Northern district ^en-'za would be protected by an image ^en-'za, which would arise from the 
nether world. 

In the East the fortress and district of Phye-vta would be protected by the image Kihu-laii (v. 1 . Kahi-lan). 

In the North (j/c for South ?), before the Kaiyapa Caitya on Mt. Gosrnga the image Pliye (v. 1 . Phyi)-se 
would protect the religion and country (345 a). 

In the fortress Dge-ba-can, in the market-place Kla-^ Kcid)-sta-hdi-se, in the Royal Palace, an image 
of Buddha would protect the fortress and district. 

In the region Ho-vw-iia, where king Yol (= Ye-n-la of p. 581 ?) proposed (‘ will gros-byed-par-hgyur') 

to build a fortress, an image called Cti-gon-pan (cf. p. 583, 1. 10) would protect the fortress Dge-ba-can and district. 

In the Vihara Di-na-{Ni-nal)-dzya would be an image of Dlpaipkara Buddha, surpassing all others, made 
in Thor-koh {khoh'i klnthl) of Jambudvipa. The people of Li-yul would call it Hkhor-bahi-viar-vie-mdzad 
(Cakradtpamkara ?), and it would be a model for all the Li-yul images made in Thor-koh. It would 
guard the religion and district (346 b). 

* Nam-mkhahi-snin-po. 


“ Sahi-snih-po. 


® Sman-gyi-rgyal-po. 
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There would be many other great images in Dgc-ba-can unrivalled in the world, and so long as they 
remained the eountry would never be deserted. The nicrehants coming from all parts would pass 
unharmed (346 b-347 a). 

Buddha speaks of these great images as iiii-rtas-Iuiren-pn-byas {iakaUna ultii krta ‘ brought in a chariot '? 
or contains the name of the maker ?) (347 a). 

Otlicr images of Buddha, so 8 in number, in connexion with the Kaiyapa Caitya, would all be miracle- 
working (347 4 

Foil. 3476-348 a. — To protect the country kings and ministers must acquire punya in the Tsar-uia 
Caity.a, because there were the first believers. In the time of evil kings and ministers the people must go 
to that part of Gdri;p:a where Buddha had been. When the people do what Is wrong, atonement must be 
made in the Caitya Kings and ministers taking vows of penance must resort to that 

part of Goiriiga where is the image P/tye-sc and the Sangha of the Kaiyapa Caitya. People of Li-yiil 
who arc sentenced to punishment must resort to the Safiglia of Go-via-sa-h-pan-da on GoJn/pa, 

Foil. 348 .1-351 a. — The virtues of Go-ina-sa-ia-t^ait-ihi and the circumstances under which the country 
would be protected by Buddlia from c.xtcrnal and internal enemies. The religion would be Mahayanist, for 
whidi reason the kings, when weak, must rely upon the kings of Bdc, China and other Mahayanist 
countries (350 b). 

Fol. 351 b. — Foreigners coming into the country would be made mild and peaceable. 

Foil. JS-i 3L-b. — The blessing and naming by Buddha of the Go-vta-sa-lu-pan-da Caitya, the Goip'iga 
Iilouatain, Uic district the fortress Dijc-bJ-can .and the Diion-pa (monastery). 

At the comnuind of Buddha Sariputra and Vais'ravana divide the mountain {ia-ri — have we here some 
popular etymologizing in rcLition to Sariputra.’), and thus bring together into being the Caitya Go-mu-sa-la- 
pan-dj, Mt. Gdr/i^j and Li-yul (see Uockhill, p. 'Z33), 
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NOTES ON SPECIMENS OF ANCIENT STUCCO 

FROM KHOTAN SITES 

BY 

A. H. CHURCH, F.R.S. 

TROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY, ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 


Eleven specimens of ancient stucco, from ruined sites in the Khotan territory, Chinese Turkestan, have 
been examined by me cbemicafly. They fall into two groups, one, soft and friable, being essentially 
silicious, and the other, hard and crystalline, being what is now known as plaster of Paris, 

The following specimens belong to Group I : — 

1, Stucco from statues in Rawak Stupa Court. 

2. Stucco from image, Rawak Stupa Court, showing red surface and grey backing. 

5. Stucco from detached clay-seal mixed with vegetable fibre from ancient dwelling N. xv, Niya Site. 

6. Stucco from red clay-seal (N. xv. 133 a) from ancient dwelling N, xv, Niya Site. 

7. Stucco from relief decoration of Buddhist temple, Endere ruins. 

8. Backing earth mixed with vegetable fibre from stucco relief (E. i. 0x5), Endere ruins. 

10. Scraping from painted slab of wall in Buddhist shrine (D. Il), Dandan-Uiliq Site. 

The material of which these specimens consist resembles adobe or loess, but, as will be seen from the 
quantitative analyses of Nos. i and 7 given further on, it contains a rather notable amount of combined water. 
This feature points to the presence of a considerable proportion of true clay (hydrous aluminium silicate) 
in these stuccoes. The variation in the colour of the specimens is not important; it depends upon the 
state of the iron present. In the yellow material the iron exists as ferric hydroxide, in the red as ferric 
oxide, and in the grey as a lower oxide or as disulphide. 

The two analyses here given of the specimens Nos. i and 7 belonging to Group I are not exhaustive, 
as several of the minor constituents, such as phosphoric acid and alkalies, were not separately determined, 
while -the residue, included under ‘silica and silicates insoluble in hydrochloric acid’ comprises felspathic 
and micacious minerals. It should be added that small amounts of the lime and magnesia found were 
actually in combination with silica, but it has been thought expedient to exhibit the lime as carbonate and 


the magnesia as free. Here are the percentage results of 

the two analyses; — 

No. I 

No. 7 

Water given off at 100° C 

3-o6 . 

2*00 

Water given off on ignition 

. 8.58 . . 

6-20 

Silica, and silicates insoluble in hydrochloric acid . 

• 57-40 . 

. 67-30 

Ferric oxide (FcjOa) 

5-59 ■ 

- 5-ao 

Alumina (Al^ 0.^) 

6.81 . 

- 7-5° 

Lime, as Calcium carbonate (Ca CO3) 

. 14-72 . 

. 8-66 

Magnesia (MgO) 

3-22 . 

- 3-ia 

Sulphuric anhydride 

7 tone 

. . trace 
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The rcmaiiung specimens, four in number, belong to our second Group. They are these : — 

3. Fragment of hard stucco from ancient relief, Ak-sipil Site. 

4. Fmgment of hard stucco from Kara-dbbe Site. 

9. Stucco from relief decoration of Buddhist shrines, Dandiin-Uiliq Site. 

II. Flard stucco, probably fragment of large image, found at Rawak, beyond Dandan-Uiliq. 

These four specimens arc essentially plaster of Paris, The native gypsum from which they have been 
formed has been prcp.arcd in the usual w.ay by moderate heating (called ‘burning’) and then been mixed 
with water just as is now done in making plaster casts. These processes were known to classical antiquity 
in Europe. There arc two observations that should be made in connc.xion with specimens 3 and ii. The 
latter is unusually crystalline ; the former shows that it h.is been subjected, after completion, to a high 
temperature .and to an atmosphere charged with what chemists call ‘ reducing ’ matters. The evidence for 
thb fact is furnished by three peculiar features shown by specimen 3. These arc: — the low percentage of 
water present ; the existence of sulphur in the form of a sulphide, probably an oxy-sulphide ; and the grey 
discoloration which luos penetrated deeply from the surface inwards. Here arc the percentages of the two 
analyses of specimens 3 and 9 : — 



No. 3 

No, 9 

Water given olT on ignition 

• • 

, 30-46 

[of this W.13 given off by long heating at ico'C. 

. 10-64 • 

. 17-87] 

Silica 

♦ « 

. , . . 3-i6 

Ferric oxide and Alumina 

0-95 . 

. 0-55 

Caldum Sulphate (CaSOJ 

. 79 - 9‘5 • 

. 75-34 

Calcium Sulphide (CaS) 

3.13 . 

. . . . none 

Calcium Carbonate (CaCOj) 

. 0-36 . 

. 0-85 


A cast from pure pkastcr of Paris would when quite air-dry contain about 80 per cent, calcium 
sulphate and 20 per cent, water. 
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NOTES ON SAND AND LOESS SPECIMENS 

BROUGHT BY Dr. M. A. STEIN FROM THE REGION OF KHOTAN 

BY 

L. DE l6czy 

PROFESSOR OF GEOGRAPHY IN BUDAPEST UNIVERSITY, ETC. 


I.— YOTKAN. 

The specimens of soil from Yotkan were obtained from two strata of the banks excavated in the course 
of gold-washing operations. 

(i) The upper stratum, identical with the fertile soil of light yellowish colour at present under 
cultivation, shows a thickness varying from 9-30 ft. near the hamlet of Khalche. The three specimens 
from this stratum consist of a very uniform loess-like substance. One was taken west of Khalche from, a 
depth of 6 ft.; the second east of it from a depth of 16 ft.; the third from the same place at a depth 
of 10 ft. 

The first specimen (marked No. 3) contains grains of gypsum, and remains of charcoal, straw, and grass. 
Under the microscope the material proves to consist of angular quartz and mica. The diameter of the angular 
quartz grains varies from o-oop-o-op mm. The second specimen (No. 10) is also angular quartz sand with 
plentiful mica; the grains, finer even than in the first specimen,- show a diameter of 0.004-0.060 mm. Among 
the fine sand are found here and there mica scales, o.ip-0.38 mm. in diameter. Under hydrochloric acid 
the two specimens undergo scarcely any effervescence. On the whole the upper stratum at Yotkan is 
formed by very fine quartz sand containing a very slight quantity of clayey dust. It is this fine dust, almost 
unmeasurable in diameter, which effervesces under hydrochloric acid ; it is hence chalky. The fine clayey and 
chalky dust binds the quartz grains and mica into small clumps showing slight cohesion. 

The third specimen (Nos. 6 and 7), found to the east of Khalche, in the immediate vicinity of a sandy ■ 
layer (No. 5), agrees completely with the two previous ones. The angular quartz and mica grains of No. 6 
vary from 0.0095 to 0.09 mm. in diameter. Its coarser grains attain 0.19 mm. in diameter. In specimen 
No. 5, taken from the sandy layer (lo-ia inches thick) referred to below, the fine dust grains measure 
0.0019-0.0097 mm., the coarser grains 0.038-0.381 mm. Otherwise this sandy layer, in regard to its substance 
and character, is identical with the three previous specimens marked as ‘silt.’ Specimen No. 7 consists of 
quartz and mica, 0.0066-0.0476 mm. in diameter, with an admixture of coarser grains (0.0095-0.095 mm.) and 
of a somewhat larger quantity of chalk dust. 

(ii) Of the ‘ culture-stratum ’ of Yotkan, which lies under the light-yellowish upper stratum in a thickness 
of 5-14 ft., and shows a darker (brownish) colour, there are two specimens in the collection. One (No. 4) 
was taken from a depth of 17 ft., the other (No. 9) from a depth of 18 ft. Specimen No. 4 is a fine sandy 
substance full of angular chalk concretions. These concretions have formed around plant stems or roots, 
and resemble those small, irregularly angular concretions which are common in the mud of the ancient alluvium 
along the Tisza and Maros rivers. The interior of the concretions is formed by a grey, clayey and sandy 
fresh-water chalk, full of biotite mica scales. Outside, the concretions are covered with a fine dust. Under 



Appendix G] 


NOTES ON SAND AND LOESS SPECIMENS 


085 ) 


the microscope this dust proves to consist of anjjular quarts and mica, A matpiificatioii of 6co is needed 
to distinguish its particles, the huger grains measuring 0.C007-0C07 mm., and t!ic smaller ones 00004- 
0-0007 mm. 

Specimen No. 9 is .an angul.ir quarte dii.st with plentiful mica. I found in it .also some very tiny 
pieces of gypsum. It is considerably more cli.dky than the soil of tlie light-coloured upper l.ayer, 'i'hc 
finest grains have a diameter of c-co7-o-070 mm. Very rarely tlicre appear in it alio grains of o ot.j nmi, 
di.amctcr. 

.■\!I the specimens bricily described .so far .arc fine mud whiclr is formed mainly by angid.ar (jiiart/ and 
besides by mic.i, both bhack and white (biotitc .and muscovite). Of cl.iy or chalk dimt it contains very little. 

This qu.art; dust is finer th.an the fine cl.iycy and chalky dust of the CIiIiicm; local (I,.au-ehon 
C'CC4-c<o7 tr.m., Ilui-ning c-c<3i4-c-coiS mm.). It cannot be doubled that this fine mud li.is formed iry 
the same process in tlic d.arkcr cuUurc-.str.alutn x\ in the cultivated soil of the .surface. It belongs to that 
c.ategcry of desert dcjx'..sit3 which I have described in Count Hcl.i Sj:ccl)enyi'.i v/ork on the /.cieiilific rc.sult.s 
of his K,i.st-A5:atic e.vpcdition, i. pp. 4/^-^';. i-c. to the group of riverine loess. 

It seems scarcely doubtful that the strata of Vi/tkan one tlicir origin more to tlie dust whicli has 
been dcj>aiitcd .among the vcgctition of eld cultivated ground and tlicre retained, than to mud c.irricd by 
the river. The origin of tlie mud h.-as to be sought for in riverine dcjvosil ; this, however, could not have 
brought to the area watered by tl'.c Kar.i-Llrh .md Vurung-k.l.h sucii fine mud as we have fcco;;ni/.ed in 
the mud st.*au of YCtk.m, e.vcccdir.g so ft. in thickness. Tlie two rivers debouch from the hills on to the 
abavial fan formed by t!:c bare jicbblc D-iiiit, at a di.star,cc of about ici-ia milc.i south of Kliotin. 'I'lieiV 
water must h.*vc a rapid fiow, r.ot only in ilicir beds but .dr-o in the irrig,itioii canals distributed from tlio* 
foot cf the hills. It b probable lliat Khotaa i.s situated on an alluvi.d f.m similar to tho.o' occupied by 
liang-choa, Ka.n-chou, cite., near tlie Gobi of K.m-su. I liiink I may identify the Yotkan soil svi'lli the thin, 
horieo.nully stratified tiverme loess v.iu'di I observed on tlie .illuvial f.ins of all Jiill strc.sms at the riortliern 
foe: of t.he Na.'i-sh.tn .md also rcir the .Su-Ja-lio river, 

Idy viV.v b ccat’irmed by lire *;.ir.dy’ l.iyer, lo-ra i:;d;c.i in ihickne-.i, found bttv/cen the uj/per I.iyer 
ar.d trie Ceharc- stratum. Tiii';, in spite of it.s fincr.cis, rn-iy be more readily taken for mud dcpo.it from 
riv cr cr canal t.han tiic '.cr/ fine soil of lire I.iyers abo.c a.nd below. Isvcn tin's .sandy tn:iU:n,il it still very 

It is thu,'. far finer than, 

in similar to trial of the .stratified riverine 
m of •.vhlch Dr. I-'utterer ha; given a good aoc/nu.nt UJurcli AiUn, 
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The sand of Khotan differs strikingly from the sand . specimens collected by me in the vicinity of the 
Kia-yu-kuan Gate, and around An-si-fan and Sha-chou which sho\v rounded, smoothed and polished grains. 
Not only the quartz but also the shales and the carboniferous limestone grains are of similar size ; mica is 
almost completely absent j of dust there is none here. It is clear that in the drift-sand of the Kan-su 
Gobi the river-mud does not play as large a part as in that of the Khotan region, but that, particularly 
in the vicinity of Sha-chou (Tung-huan), the decomposition of the desert subsoil has supplied the sand of 
polygenous substance and uniform grain. Near An-si-fan the sand is more angular, and rare mica scales 
are found in it; composed of otherwise similar minerals the riveriiie angular sand shows there more 
cohesion, i. e. more clayey admixture (comp. Grdf Szichenyi uiazdsdnak tudomdnyos eredmdnyei, i. p. 483; 
German edition, i. p. 522). 


III.— DANDAN-UILIO. 

Specimen No. 1. — Sand from Buddhist shrine D. li, sticking to stucco reliefs found 3-4 ft. above floor. 

Specimen No. 12. — Sand sticking to MS. from ruin D. Vll. 

Specimen No. 13. — Sand with decomposed paper from the floor of shrine D. X. 

The specimen No. i is relatively large-grained sand containing a good deal of gypsum particles and reed 
fragments. The sand grains are mostly angular quartz flakes ; half-rounded grains as well as magnetite and 
pyrite are rare among them. The grains vary about the average diameters of 0'047-0.07-0'i4. mm. The 
specimen contains fine dust with a diameter of o-oo35-o-oo95 mm. The coarser grains consist chiefly of 
mica scales. 

The fine sand from the Dandan-Uiliq ruins, in view of its angularity, and still more on account of its 
large mica contents, must be considered river deposit, which has scarcely as yet undergone wind transport, 
and which has been carried into the ruined structures from immediately adjoining ground. It can be distinguished 
at a glance from true drift-sand. This sand is homogeneous with the material composing the strata of loess 
mud at Yotkan, though its grains are far larger. 

The sand of specimens Nos. 12, 13, which stuck to, the MSS. lying on the floor, of ruined structures, does 
not differ materially from the upper sand. It contains angular quartz grains, 0'0685-0'i4 mm. in diam. ; 
plentiful mica, o-i35-o-20 mm. in diam. ; also fine dust, with diameters o-004-o-0i4-0'058 mm. Worn grains 
of quartz are very scarce in it. The fibres of the paper rags bind the sand into a thin crust resembling felt. 
The sand sticking to the paper in specimen No. 13 contains fragments of tree leaves, turned brown, and plant 
fibres. Small pieces of straw or grass are also found in it. It appears that moisture has reached this 
vegetable material. 

There is no difference between the finer portions of the upper and lower sand specimens from Dandan- 
Uiliq. Even in the finest dust there is so much mica as to place its character as river deposit beyond all 
doubt. The wind could have transported it only for a very short time, and from a very short distance. 

IV.— NIYA SITE. 

Specimen No. 8. Sand found in wooden tablet, from N. xv. 

Specimen No. 14. Sand sticking to ancient guitar, from N. xii. 

Specimen No. 20. Sand sticking to wooden tablet, from N. IV. 

All three specimens contain identical sand, plentifully mixed with vegetable fibres, straw, grain-husks, &c. 
The sand is composed of angular quartz grains and mica scales. In No. 8 fine quartz grains prevail, varying 
from 0-009 to 0-047 mm. in^diam. The larger quartz and biotite grains measure 0-09-0-14 mm. in diam. In 
specimen No. 14 the sand adheres in small brownish clumps and scales. No. 20 shows coarser grains with 
much mica. The diameter of the larger quartz and mica grains varies between 0-095-0-38 mm., that of the 
finer grains between 0-047-0-095 mm. 

The sand from the Niya Site closely resembles that of Dandan-Uiliq, and is also river deposit which 
the wind has scarcely yet carried and abraded. 
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N. .XV. 194, 

195- 


407 

N. 



409, 540 

N. XX. 01. 


377 , 413 

N. XV. 196. 


352, 

334 . 353 ’i-. 

XV. 340. 


343 n- 344 n., 409 

N. XX. 02. 


378, 380 n., 413 




35 <>. 407 

N. 

XV. 342. 


357 n-, 409 

N. XX. 03. 


378, 413* 

N. XV. 197. 


343 n., 

344 4°7 

N. 

XV. 343 - 


343 »•, 409 

N. XX. 04. 


413 

N, XV. 197 t 

L. 


343 n- 

N. 

XV. 344 - 


3.53 n-, 355 «•, 409 

N. XX. 05. 


377 . 413 

N. XV. 198. 



337 n-. 407 

N. 

XV. 345 - 


358, 361, 362, 371, 

N. .xxi. 1. 


413 

N. .XV. 199. 


343 . 338, 407 

N. 

XV. 346, 


409, 538 

N. xxi. 2 + 3. 


413 

N. XV. 200. 

See N. .XV. 50. 

347 - 

344 n-, 409 

N. xxi. 3-5. 


379 

X 

< 

0 


344 n., 

343 n., 407 

N. 

XV. 348. 


358 n., 371, 373 n., 

N. xxi. 5, 6. 


414 

N. XV. 202. 



407 




409. 538 

N. xxi. 7 + 4. 


414 

N. XV. 203. 


358, 

358 n., 371, 

N. 

XV. 349. 

358 n., 373 n., 409, 542 

N. xxii. 01. 


379 , 414 




407. 340 

N. 

XV. 350. 


344 n-, 345 , 409 

N. xxiii. 1. 


355 n., 356, 379, 414 

N. XV. 204. 



407 

N. 

XV. 351. 

358 n., 373 n., 409, 541 

Nij^a. 22. 1. 1901. 

a-c. 385 

N. .XV. 205. 



343 n., 407 

N. 

XV. 352. 


344 n., 409 

R. i. 


N. XV. 206. 


343 n-. 

I 337 n., 407 

N. 

XV. 353. 


358, 372 n., 373 n., 


489, 490 

N. XV. 207. 

358 n., 37 

2 n., 373 n., 

N. 



409, 539 

R. ii. 


49 °, 491 




407*. 341 

XV. 354. 


343 n-, 409 

R. ii. 1-3. 


491, 503 

N. XV. 300-363. 


341 

N. 

XV. 3o5- 


344 n., 409 

R. id. 


491 

N. XV. 300. 



407 

N. 

XV. 356. 


409 

R. iv. 


246, 490, 491 

N. XV. 301 + 302. 


343 n- 

N. 

XV. 357 - 


410 

R. iv. I. 


491, 503 

N. XV. 301 + 32 1. 


407 

N. 

XV. 359, 

360. 

410 

R. V. 


489. 490, 492 

N. .XV. 302+313. 


408 

N. 

XV. 361. 


344 n., 410 

R. vi. 


492, 503 

N. XV. 303. 



408 

N. 

XV. 362. 


358, 372 n., 410, 539 

R. vii. 


492 

N. .XV. 304. 


344 n-. 

345 n., 408 

N. 

.XV. 363. 


410 

R. viii. 


490, 493 

N. XV. 305. 


344 n., 

343 . 343 n-. 

N. XV. or 

-010 

342 n. 

R. ix. 


489, 490, 493 




346. 408 

N. 

XV. or. 


343 n. 

R. X. 


489, 492 

N. XV. 306. 



408 

N. 

XV. or. a- 

-d. 

410 

R. xi. 


492 

N. XV. 307. 


3.34, 333. 408 

N. 

XV, 02. 


338, 358 n., 372 n.. 

R. .\i. I. 


492, 5°3 

N. XV. 308. 

See N. XV. 87. 





373 n-, 410, 540 

R. xii. 


489. 493 

N. XV. 309. 



408 

N. 

XV. 03. 


343 n-, 410 

R. xii. r. 


493 , 503 

N. XV. 310. 


344 n., 

343 . 343 «•. 

N. 

XV. 04. 


351, 410 

R. xii. 2, 3. 


5°4 




346. 408 

N. 

XV. 05, 


351, 410 

R. xiii. 


489, 493 

N. XV. 311, 

312, 3 

13- 

408 

N. 

XV. 06. 


344 n-, 406 

R. xiv-xxvi. 


493 

N. XV. 314. 


343 n-. 

338, 372 n,, 

N. 

XV, 07. 


344 n-, 357 41 ° 

R. XX. 


494 



408, 539 

N. 

XV. 08. 


338, 358 n., 372 n., 

R. xxii-xxiv. a. 


494 

N. XV. 315. 


372 

n., 408, 539 




373 n-, 410, 540 

R. XXV. 


494 - 504 

N. XV. 316, 

317- 

408 

N. 

XV. 09. 


338, 358 n., 372 n., 

R. xxvii. 


494 , 495 

N. XV. 318. 

343 n-. 

346 n., 364, 




373 n-, 410, 54 ° 

R. xxvii. I. 


495 , 504 



366 n., 408 

N. 

XV. 010 . 


338. 358 n., 372 n., 

R. xxviii-xii. 


494 

N. XV. 319. 


344 n., 

343 . 343 n-. 

N. 



373 n-, 41°, 541 

R. xxix. 


496 



408 

XV. on. 


373 , 41° 

R. .xxix. 1. 


504 


See Corrigenda. 
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INDEX OF OBJECTS FOUND, PURCHASED, ETC, 


OBJECT. 

P.\GES. 

R. X.’C.T. 1 . 

504 

R. xxxii. 

496 

R. XXXV. 

496 

R. xxxvi. 

489, 490 n„ 494 

R. xxxvii. 

496 

R. xxxviii-.xli. 

489 

R. xxxix. 

496 

R. xl, xli. 

490 n., 494 

R. xli:-xlviii. 

496 

R. xlviii. I. 

496, 504 

R. .xlix. 

496 

R. li-liv. 

497 

R. Iv. 

490. 497 

R. Ivi-lxiii. 

497 »• 

R. Ivi. 

497 . 498 

R. Ivii. 

490. 497 

R. Iviii. 

497 . 498 

R. iix. 

490. 497 

R. lx. 

497 . 498 

R. l.xi. 

490. 497 

R. Ixii. 

497 . 498 

R. l.xiii. 

490. 497 

R. Ixiv. 

498 

R. Ixv. 

497 n., 498 

R. Ixvi. 

490. 497 n., 498 

R. Ixvii-Lxx. 

498 

R. lx.x-lxxiv. 

493 

R. l.xx. r. a, b, c. 

498, S °4 

R. Ixxi, Ixxii. 

498 

R. Ixxii. I, 2. a, b, c. 

504 

R. Ixxiii, Ixxiv. 

498 

R. lx.xiv. I. 

S04 

R. lx.w-Ixxix. 

499 

R. ixxix. i.a-c. 

499 . 504 

R. Ixxx-lxxxiii. 

499 

R. Ixxxiv. I, 2. 

499 . S04-5 

R. Ixxxv. 

499 

R. Ixxxv. I, 2. 

499. 6 °o 

R. xci. 

499 

R. I. 

505 


OBJECT. 

PAGES. 

R. 2. 

493 505 

R. 3 - 

5®5 

R. 01-03. 

493 n-i 505 

R. 04-013. 

505 

R. 014-016. 

493 n>. 506 

R. 017, 019. 

506 

R. 001-003. 

506 

S. 001-005. 

519 

S. 006, 007. 

519. 520 

T. 001. 

473 

T.D. I, 2. 

468 

T.M. oot. a-j. 

H 3 

T.Hr. 001. k-003. j. 

II 4 * 

T.M. 004. a. 

III n„ 1 14 

T.M. 004. b, c. 

rt 4 

T.M. 004. d-005. f. 

”5 

T.M. 003. g. 

Its, 2 ” 

T.M. 003. h, i. 

115 

Y, 001 (batcli). 

576 

Y. 002. a. 

210 

Y. 002. b. 

208, 210 

Y. 002. c-006. 

210 

Y. 005 (batch). 

576 

Y, 006 (batch). 

576 

Y. 007 (batch). 

57*5 

Y. 007, a-c. 

211 

Y. 008. a, b. 

210 , 21 I 

Y. 009. a-c. 

Cl 

CO 

0 

Cl 

Y. 009. d-h. 

2 II 

Y. 009. i. 

208, 2 X 2 

Y. 009. j. 

2 2 2 

Y. oog. k. 

210, 222 

Y. oog. I. 

208, 212 

Y. oog. m-p. 

J *> 

Y. 009. q. 

208, 212 

Y. 009. q. i. 

213 


OBJECT. 

PAGES. 

Y. 009. r. 

208, 213 

Y. 0010, 0011. a. 

213 

Y. oori. b-g. 

ao8, 213 

Y. oot I. h. 

213 

Y. oot I. i-k. 

208, 313* 

Y. 0012, a. 

214 

Y, 001 2. a. i-iii. 

208, 211 

Y. 0012. b. 

244 

Y. C012. c, d. 

208, 214 

Y. 0012. e-m. 

214 

Y. 0012. n. 

208, 214 

Y. 0012. 0, 

214 

Y. 0012; p. 

208, 215 

Y. 0012. q-s. 

315 

Y. 0012. t. 

208, 213 

Y. 0012. u, V. 

315 

Y. 0012. w-z. 

208, 215 

Y. 0013. a. 

S15 

Y. 0013. b-e. 

208, 313 

Y. 0014. a, b. 

208, 213 

Y. 0013. 

3 t 5 

Y. 0016, 

216 

Y. 0017. 

207, 216 

Y. 001 8. 

216 

Y. 0019. 

307, 216 

Y. 0020, 0020. a, 002 1. 

216 

Y. 0022, 0023. 

207, 216 

Y. 0024. 

207, 217 

y. 0024. a. 

317 

Y. 0023. 

208, 217 

Y. 0023 (batch). 

576 

Y. 0026. 

217 

Y. 0027. a. 

207, 217. 

Y. 0027. b. 

217 

Y. 0028. 

207, 217 

Y. 0029. 

217 

Y. 0030. 207, 

208 n., 217 

Y. 0031. 

208, 2 18 

Ya. 001. 

222 

Y.A. (Yangi-arik) 001. 

109 


Sie Corrigenda. 



PLATES, DESCRIBED, OR REFERRED TO, IN THE TEXT 


PLATES. 

PAGES. 

I, 

8i, 82, 8^. 

11. 

18 n., 251, 253, 254, 253. 

III. 

208, 246, 248. 

IV. 

208, 273, 274, 431. 

V. 

262, 263. 

VI. 

3I<5, 317, 

VII. 

332. 333 - 

VIII. 

333 . 334 - 

IX. 

312. 332. 37 < 5 . 377 . 379 . 397 - 

X. 

430. 43 f, 433 . 434 - 

XI, 

422, 428, 431, 432, 546. 

XII. 

422, 423, 429, 567. 

XIII. 

486 n. 

a. 

4S3. 

b. 

487. 499. 

XIV. 

18 n. 

a, b. 

487, 494. 

c, d. 
XV. 

494 . 493 - 

a. 

487. 494 - 

b. 

487. 494 . 496- 

c. 

487, 488 n., 494. 

d. 

XVI. 

496, 497. 

a, b, c. 
XVII. 

483. 496- 

a, b. 

490, 497. 

c. 

487. 490, 497, 498. 

d. 

498, 

XVIII. 

244. 476. 

a, b. 

498. 

c. 

499. 

XIX. 

36. 38, 82 n., 1 16. 

XX. 

74 , 104* 

XXI. 

78. 

XXII. 

81. 

XXIII. 

191, 224, 227. 

XXIV. 

240, 242, 285. 

XXV. 

246. 

XXVI. 

264, 273, 273. 

XXVII. 

315, 328, 330, 380- 

XXVIII. 

316, 321, 322. 

XXIX. 

82 n., 327, 328, 329, 339. 

XXX. 

327. 33 °, 333 - 

XXXI. 

327. 332, 335 , 337 - 

XXXII. 

327, 332, 340, 342, 343 . 374 - 

XXXIII. 

327. 375 - 

XXXIV. 

376. 378. 

XXXV. 

327, 380- , 

XXXVI. 

247, 421, 422, 430, 431, 49 °- 

XXXVII. 

82 n., 421 n. 437, 


PLATES. 

PAGES. 

XXXVIII, 

80 n., 446. 

XXXIX. 

434 . 475 , 485- 

XL. 

82 n., 484, 483, 489, 497 n, 500, 

XLI. 

109, 114, 115- 

XLII. 

iti, 113, 114, 115. 

XLIII-XLV. 

166 n. 

XLIII-XLVII. 

209. 

XLIII. 

207, 208 n., 216, 217, 218. 

XLIV. 

207, 212, 215, 216, 218, 220, 221, 222, 

235- 

XLV. 

207, 210, 2II, 214, 2I8, 219, 220, 221. 

XLVI. 

207, 208, 2II, 212, 213*, 214, 215, 219. 

XLVII. 

208, 2 II, 212 , 213*, 214, 217, 218*, 219, 
220, 221. 

XLVIII-LI. 

209. 

XLVIII. 

209, 2II, 217, 219, 221, 222. 

XLIX. 

II3*, 204, 209, 210, 2II, 219, 220, 381, 
402, 415, 469, 471, 473. 

L, 

103, 109, 113, 210 , 2 II, 212,219, 220 , 

322 , 35 (>, 381, 414, 416, 476. 482. 

LI. 

II2, 113, 210, 217, 220, 221, 235, 303, 

447 , 451, 453, 4 < 5 i, 464, 4<>5, 469. 473 , 
482, 506. 

LII. 

113. 114, 235, 374, 438, 442, 451, 452, 
461, 464, 465, 473. 

LUI. 

247, 250, 294. 

LIV. 

r8, 244, 243, 246, 249, 230, 289, 290, 
291. 292, 293, 478. 

LV. 

18, 166 n., 244, 243, 246, 249, 230, 288* 
289, 290, 291, 292, 293, 302*, 478. 

LVI. 

207, 236*, 245, 263, 274, 297, 302. 

LVII. 

236*, 244, 245, 288, 289, 290, 291, 302. 

LVIII. 

248, 274, 283, 294, 303. 

LIX. 

166 n., 248, 253, 261, 278, 291, 298. 

LX. 

261, 278, 279, 299. 

LXI. 

260, 278, 279, 299. 

LXII. 

248, 261, 278, 300, 301. 

LXIII. 

121, 259, 264, 296, 300, 413. 

1 66 n., 260, 300, 

LXIV. 

LXV. 

244, 263, 27a, 290, 296, 297, 373, 410. 
251, 233, 278, 280, 293, 298, 

LXVI. 

LXVII. 

251, 274, 294, 297*. 

LXVIII. 

315. 334 , 377, 397 - 

LXIX. 

378, 413*- 

LXX. 

166 n., 318, 336, 373, 375, 376, 390, 399*, 
404, 410. 411, 412. 

LXXI. 

210 , 323, 354 , 355 , 3 « 6 , 39 °, 393 *, 400, 
406, 408. 

LXXII. 

354. 355, 356, 379. 401, 402, 405, 406, 

407, 414. 

LXXIII. 

251,260, 294, 336, 376, 377, 399, 412, 413. 


See Corrigenda, 
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PLATES, DESCRIBED, OR REFERRED TO, IN THE TEXT 


PLATES. PAGES. 

LXXIV. 373, 374, 381, 411*, 414, 415, 416, 498. 
LXXV. 134 n., 333, 397. 

LXXVI. 134 n., 272, 297, 367 n., 373, 374, 410, 
430. 442. 466, 468. 

LXXVII. 134 n., 374, 430, 441. 

LXXVIir. 423, 431, 440, 441, 442. 

LXXIX. 166 n., 424, 429, 438, 439, 441. 

LXXX. 478, 479, 480, 481. 

LXXXI. 491,503. 

LXXXII. 490, 494, 503, 505. 

LXXXIII. 423, 491, 492, 503. 

LXXXIV. 166 n., 498, 50L 
LXXXV. 166 n., 495, 504. 

LXXXVI. 478, 493, 503, 504. 

LXXXVII. 423, 491, 492, 499, 503, 505. 

LXXXVIII. 236*, 302, 498, 504, 519. 

LXXXIX. 579. 

I. 2og, 575. 

2-4. 204, 576. 

5- 205, 575, 

6. 447, 577. 

7, 8. 369 n., 577. 

9- 577- 

10. 369 n.. 577. 

11. 205,575. 

12-14. 369 n., 577. 

15. 447.577. 

16. 476, 578. 

17. 496, 578. 

18. 578. 

19. 501, 578. 

20-22. 483. 578. 

23. 283 n., 577. 

24. 206, 575. 

25. 283 n., 577. 

26. 234 n., 576. 

27. 283 n., 577. 

XC. 580. 

28, 29. 206, 575. 

30. 206, 576. 

31. 579. 

32. 206, 575. 

33, 34. 234 n., 576. 

33. 46it, 577. 

36. 206, 575. 

37. 575. 

38, 39. 206, 576. 

40. 234 n., 576. 

41. 579. 


PLATES. pages. 

XC. 42. 476, 578. 

43- 461, 577. 

44. 576. 

45-47. 110,113,575. 

XCI. 344 n., 345, 346, 347, 403, 408. 

XCII. 344 n., 345, 346, 347, 365 n.. 403, 406, 

409. 

XCIII. 324 n., 345, 346, 347, 394*, 403, 408. 
XCIV. 305, 325 n., 352, 353, 354, 356, 366 n. 
XCV. 305, 325 n., 343, 352, 353, 356, 366 n., 
406, 409. 

XCVI. 325, 352, 353, 395. 

XCVII. 305, 325 n., 335*, 352, 353, 365 n., 404* 

405. 

XCVIII. 319, 320, 321 n., 346 n., 348, 349, 350, 

351. 365, 390, 405. 

IC. 319, 320, 321 n., 338, 346 n., 347, 348, 
349, 350, 351 n., 400. 

C. 319, 320, 321 n., 331, 347, 348, 349, 350, 
351, 376, 386. 402, 412. 

Cr. 336, 357, 363, 398, 407, 41 1. 

CII. 324, 324 n., 329, 331, 357, 392, 393, 394, 
395*, 396, 402. 

cm. 320, 323, 324, 336, 389, 392, 398. 

CIV. 322, 325 n., 337, 352, 353, 375, 390, 391, 

■ 413, 541. 

CV. 173 n., 322, 325 n., 335, 347, 356, 357, 
359, 360, 361, 392, 398, 401, 402,403, 
409, 4II, 438, 442. 

CVr. 263, 268, 269, 296, 305, 306, 532. 
evil. 257, 263, 295. 

CVIII. 247. 258, 295. 

CIX. 257, 295, 425, 438*, 439*. 

ex. 256, 257, 294, 295. 

CXI. 425, 438. 

CXII. 343, 358, 370, 370 n., 402, 403, 404, 407. 

408, 409, 410, 537, 538, 539, 540, 541, 

542. 

CXIII, 343, 358, 370 n., 40 r, 402* 404, 405, 

406, 407*, 408, 409, 537, 538, 539, 

540, 541. 542. 

CXIV. 343, 358, 361, 370 n., 402, 403, 404, 403, 
406, 407, 409, 410, 538, 540, 541, 

542. 

CXV. 266, 275, 297, 298, 525, 526, 529. 

CXVI. 27s, 276, 281, 29S, 299, 527, 529, 532, 

CXVII. 426^^^' 

CXVIII. 42s, 557, 559, 561. 

CXIX. 302, 307. 


Set Corrigenda. 
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GENERAL INDEX 

The spelling of Chinese names and terms conforms to Wade’s system of transliteration, except in Appendix A, where 
1\I. Chavannes has followed the system adopted by the £cole Franfaise d’ Extreme-Orient; the first occasion on which 
a Chinese word is given in the original characters is indicated in the Index by printing the number of the page in italics. 
In the transcription of Sanskrit, Prakrit, Persian, and Arabic words the system followed is that adopted by the International 
Congress of Orientalists in 1894. In the case of Turkestan local names, no attempt has been made to restore the original 
form of any Arabic elements contained in them, but the actual forms heard have been reproduced in phonetic transcription. 
Where discrepancies have occurred in transcription, the Index is to be taken as a final criterion. 


A-che-nai, see A-shih-nai. 

A-hsi-chith ch'iieh-ssii-chin, see Tu-man. 
a-mo-chih, Chinese title of honour, 6 G, 
176; used of the kings of Khotan 
and Kashgar, 176, 266, 5230. 
A-nu-yueh (Y^^In), occupied by the 
Chinese, 9 ,vcalled Arniah or Army a 
by the Dards, 10. 

A-pi-so (? proper name), in Chinese 
record (D. v. 5), n. 
A-she-yil-sht'h-io, capital of Chil-wei, 15 
n., 16 n.; (?) the modern S/mtsl, 

XV. 

A-shih-nai, name of a scribe, 525. 
A-souen, see A-sun. 

A-sun, woman’s name, on Chinese 
document, 529 . 

Ab-i-Panja, identified with So-lei, 7 n., 8. 
Aba Bakr, Mirza, made Yarkand his 
capital, 43 ; built new citadel at 
Kashgar, 73 n., made excavations for 
treasure, 82 n., 87, 226; his flight to 
Karanghu-tagh, xv, 130. 
ahhaya-mudra attitude, in figure of 
Buddha, near Gilgit, i8 ; (Kh. 003.)), 
221; (D.i. ii), 245, z88; (D.11.34), 
250; (D. II. 74), 250, 293; (A. 01, 
021), 478: (R. i, xii, xiii), 489; 
(R. xii. i), 493 ; (R. liv, Iv, Ivii, lix, 
Ixi, Ixiii), 497. 

Abhayapantmudrd, attitude, 18 n. 

Abdul Karim, farmer, 418 sq. 
Abu’l-Hasan Na.sr, ruler of Kashgar, 
1 80, 18 1. 

Achchik, oasis, 86. 

Achma, oasis, 468. 

Addison, Mr. J. W., xiv. 
administration, ancient records of (Niya 
Site), 321, 326, 345, 364 sqq., 370 
sqq-, 537 sqq- 
‘adobe’, see loess. 

Afrasiyab, king of Turan, said to have 
founded Varshadeh (Tash-kurghan), 
37 : mountain spur near Tash-kur- 
ghan, bearing his name, 38. 
Afrasiyab, near Samarkand, terra-cotta 
- from, 519. 

Ahmad Din, Munshi, 51 1. 


Ahmad Merghen, hunter, 237 ; engaged 
as guide, 238. 

Aiding-Kul, marsh, 226; its alleged 
origin, 227 ; identified with lake men- 
tioned by Hsiian-tsang, 227 sq. 

Aiwan or hall of Turkestan house, 322, 
341- 

Ak-Langar, 119. 

Ak-sipil (‘the White Wall ’), construction 
of fort, 434, 474 sq. ; antiques said 
to have come from, 476. 

ak-su, ‘ white water,' flood from melting 
snows, 94, 445. 

Ak-Tash, river, see Yurung-kash. 

Ak-taz (or Tatilik), ancient site, 453 ; 
finds at, 454, 464 ; called ‘ Konsa- 
moma’s town ’, 454. 

ak-like/t, shrub, 421. 

Ak-tiken, Turdi’s name for Kara-dong, 
445j 

AlberunI, account of Dard valleys, 4. 

'All Padshah, alleged tomb of the groom 
of, 225. 

Allama, village, 195, 196, 199. 

Allamutti, Mulla, companion of Muham- 
madan saint, 225. 

alma (apple), 131. 

alms-bowl of Buddha, see Buddha, 
relics of. 

‘Alty Shahri Khutan’, designation of 
the territory of Khotan, 268. 

Amalaka ornament, 257. 

Amban, title of district olficer, in Chinese 
Turkestan, of Khotan, see Pan Darin ; 
of Keriya, see Huang Daloi. 

An-hsi, the present Kucha, 8, 28 ; 
protectorate of, established, 59 ; 
transferred to Kucha, 60 ; re-estab- 
lished, 61 ; direct communication 
with China interrupted, 63 ; histori- 
cal records of it cease, 65 ; Khotan 
placed under, 175. 

An-kuo, king of Khotan, 168. 

An-kuo, king of Su-16, 55. 

Anadasena, ^ramana, mentioned in 
Kharosthi document, 367. 

anadilekha, ‘letters of injunction’ or 
‘rescript’, 365, 368. 


Andrews, Mr. F. H., assistance rendered 
by, xi, 520 ; identifies the scene of the 
Bodhisattva cutting his hair, 209 n.; 
identifies rat-headed figure on painted 
panel (D. iv. 5), 265; on objects 
from Dandan-Uiliq, 251 n., 252 n., 
259 n., 272, 280; on wood-carving 
from Niya Site, 378, 413 ; description 
of antiques, xi, passim. 

Angaca, a scribe, mentioned in Kharo- 
sthi documents, 326, 366. 

angel, soapstone figure (Y. 0026), 217. 

antiques found, see separate Index of 
objects found. 

Aphrodite, on carnelion intaglio (M. 
001. k), 113. 

apricot, S(e Urtik. 

Arabs, effect of their conquests on the 
Chinese Empire, 5, 309; called 
Ta-shlh (i. e. Tazi) by the Chinese, 
10; defeat Kao Hsien-chih, ii, 63; 
serve in Chinese army, 63. 

arbours, ancient (Niya Site), 337. 

Arhats, legends of Arhats in Sarikol, 39 ; 
legend of an Arhat near Wu-sha, 45 ; 
in the district of Karghalik, 91 ; in 
Kashmir, 118, 164; at Mount 

Gosrnga, i86 ; at So-mo-j6, 223 ; 
at Ho-lao-Io-chia, 455; in Khotan, 
582 sq. See also Vairocana. 

armour, details of ancient, in stucco 
relief (D. ii), xvi, 252 ; fragment of 
scale armour of leather (N. xv. 005), 
xvi, 374, 4II- 

Arik-aghzi, ‘mouth of the canal,' 418. 

Ariks (canals), of the irrigation system 
in Kashgar, 75 ; of ‘ old Ponak ’, 458 ; 

_ of Ak-sipil, 474. 

Arish-Mazar (‘ the Mazar of the Cross- 
ways ’), 4S3. 

Arka-kuduk-Tim (‘the Mound of the 
Back Well), ruined stupa, 471. 

Arkalik, belt of sand, 472. 

Arniah or Armya, name given to Yasin 
by the Dards, 10. 

arrow-heads, iron (K. 001. b, K. 002. n.), 
447) 45 1) 452. See also bronze 
arrow-heads. 
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Arslan, Chinese form of llie name, 

525 n. 

Arslan Boghra Wian, Sullan, legend of, 

86 . 

‘Aryan’ type, in terra-cotta head 
(Yotkan), 208. 

Aboka, Indian colony said to have 
migrated to Khotan in his reign, 158, 
160; a son of, in the legend of 
Khotan, 156, 159, r6o. See also 
Kiinala, KusUina. 

Aswira, Alberuni's name for Hasora, 4. 
At-bashi, 238. 

Athene Promachos, in clay seal, see 
Pallas. 

aureole, see nimbus. 

Avalokitc^vara, in painting (D. vn. 6), 
26t, 279 ; dedication of an image of, 
referred to in Chinese inscription, 309. 
avenue, ancient (Niya Site), 337. 

Badakhshan, called Po-to-chang-na by 
Hsiian-tsang, 31 n. 

Badruddin Khan, Ak-sakal of Afghan 
traders, a36,_266, 267, 270 ; relations 
with Islam Akliun, gto, 511. 
Bahram-su, canton of ICliotan, t3i n. 
SCI-, 5*5- 

Bai-khCm, old site near Achchik oasis, 

86 . 

Bais (small capitalists), t29 n. 

Baltis, called Paloyo by the Cards, 6 ; 
half Tibetan, ib. 

Baltistan, called Great P'o-lii by the 
Chinese, 5. 

Baliit, village in Hunza, 20. 
balusters of wood (Endcre), 431. 
bamboo slips,,used for writing, 358 sq. 
Bahgusena, Sramana, mentioned in 
Kharosthi document, 365 n., 366. 
banners, as votive offerings in Buddhist 
temples, 456; found at Enderc, 
4=9 sq. 

‘ barbarian language,' mentioned in D, 
V. 6, 266, 271. 

Bar.vett, Dr. L. D., assistance rendered 
by, xiii ; on Tibetan titles in Kha- 
rosthl documents from Niya, 149 n. ; 
on Tibetan inscription .{B.D. ooi. b), 
219; on Tibetan te,\t of Salistamba- 
sulra, 425 sq., 348 sqq. 

Baroghil Pass, route from the Upper 
Oxus to Chitral .and Gilgit, 3, 8; 
captured by the Chinese, 9. 
barter in Sarlkol, 28. 
beads, from Togujai, rr4 ; (D. (T.) 001. 
d). 303 P- R- 002), 304, 306 ; 
(N. r. 002), 386; (N. XV. oor. h), 
4ri ; (N. 003 b, ooro, 0011. c), 
414: (N. 0013, 0014. d), 415: (N. 
0020. a, 0022), 381, 416; (E. 005), 
442 ; (K. OOI. e), 451 ; (D.K.oos.a), 
465; (H. 001. e, f), 473. 
bells, see bronze bells. 

Bengal, Government of, makes grant for 
expenses of expedition, vi. 
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‘ Bhatta-Shah/ title mentioned by Albe- 
rilni, 4. 

Bhattavaryan, term used by AlbiirQni, 
4- 

Bhima, Cojhbo, an official mentioned 
in KharosthI document, 326, 351, 
366. ^ 

bhumisparsa-mudra attitude (B.D. 001. 

a), 2x9; (R. ii.), 491- 
bhurja (birch-bark), used as writing 
material, 362 ; known in Khotan, 
363 ; fragments found in Enderc 
temple cella, 427 ; forged SIS., 508. 
Lidd (lucerne), 130. 

Bilcklik, lake, 444. 
birch-bark, see bhurja. 

‘ Bitter Springs’, 98. 

Bizil, vill.igc, 233. 

block-prints, supposed ancient, 507 ; 
forgeries of, 512. 

Bodhisattva (Buddha), cutting his hair, 
(Kh. 003. g), 209, 220. 

Bodhisaitvas, bronze figure (Kh. 003.)), 
221; frescoes, 248; painted panels 
(D. VI. 3), 274 ; (D. vii. i), 280, 298; 
(D. v«. 6), 279 sq.; (D. X. 3), 260, 
299; (D. X. 7), 301 ; stucco reliefs 
(D. i. 69, 70), 289 ; (D. j. 94), 290; 
(D. I. 99), =43, 290; (D.11.3, 6, 1 2V 
246, 291; (D. ji. 34), 292; (R. iv), 
49*t 503 ; {R- vi), 503 ; (K- •’'•'fiv. a), 
494 ; (R. XXXV, xxxvii, xxxix), 
496; (R. li, lii), 497; (R. Ixv), 
498 ; stucco statues near Turfan, 84. 
See also Avalokiteivara, Buddhas or 
Bodhisattvas, Maiijusri, Vajrasattva. 
Bolor (BolurV Alberunfs reJerence to, 
4 ; applied to Gilgit and Baltistan, ib.; 
called Po-lu-lo by HsUan-tsang, 6 n. 
bone object (N. 0014. 1), 415. 
bones, of animals, in culture-strata of 
Yotkan, 194 ; human, found at 
TUga-dong, 466. 
bool-l.ist (N. X.X. 04), 377, 413. 
boots, stucco relief (Dandan-Uiliq), 252 ; 
in paintings (D. vii. 6), 260, 280, 
299; (D. .x. 4), 260, 300; (D. vir. 5), 
278. 

Borazan (Borosan), canton of Khotan, 
131 n. sq., 137, 190 n. 
bow of tamarisk- wood (N. vjii. 4), 332, 
397- 

‘ Bbwa-Karabar ', Ziarat, the site of 
PIsUan-tsang’s Ti-chia-p'o-fu-na, 225. 
Bower, Col. PL, MS. found by, v. 
bowl, lacquered .(N. xv. 001), 373, 410; 
wooden (D. v. 9), found at Dandan- 
Uiliq, 297 ; (Niya Site), 376. 

Bov£r, M. l’Abb6 A., on KharofthI 
document from Niya Site, xti, 351, 
364, 363 n. 

brackets, carved wooden, 377; (N. xx. 

02, 03), 378. 413. 

Brahml characters, prob.ably used in 
Kashgar at the time of Plstian-tsang’s 
visit, 70; used at Cht-chu-chia, 90; 


introduced into Central Asia through 
Buddhism, 163, 369; in documents 
found atDand.ln-Uiliq, 145, 236, 247, 
269, 294 sqq.; MSS. on paper 
(Dand.Pn-Uiliq), 236, 247, 256 sqq,, 
265, 266, 269, 274, 294 sqq., 297, 
303; (Enderc) 424 sq., 438 sqq.; 
inscriptions bclotv frescoes (Dandan- 
Uiliq), 248, 274, 283, 291, 293; 
on wooden beam, 262, 300 sq.; on 
wooden tablets, 266, 269, 296; date 
of Bralun! documents from Dandan- 
Uiliq, 271. 

cursive Brahmf characters on paper 
MSS., 269 sq.; (D. iti. 12), 257, 
293; (D. IV. 6), 265, 296 ; (D. V. 8), 
269, 297; (D. tx 2, 6), 274, 297; 
(D. viit. 2), 281, 299 ; in inscriptions 
below frescoes (D. vt), 274 ; (D.(T.) 
ot?), 283, 303; (D. 11. r3), 291; 
(D. u. 08), 293; (D.(T.) 016), 303; 
(D.(T.)oi8), 303; on wooden tab- 
lets (D.R. or, 02), 305, 306; (N. XX. 

i). 369. 376. 412. 

Gupta characters, upright, on MSS. 
from Dandan-Uiliq (D. n), 247, 291, 
293 ; (D. in), 256 sq., 295 ; (D. iv), 
263, 295; (D, v), 263, 296 sq.; (D. 
VI. 1), 274, 297; (D. X. 9, 10), 262. 
301 ; (D. .XU. 6), 302 ; on MSS. from 
Enderc, 423, 427, 439, 440- 

slanting Central-Asian Brahml (E. 
i. 6) 425, 438. See also ‘unknown' 
language. 

breaks in the enumeration of finds, e.x- 
plaincd, 341 n. sq. 

bricks, sun.dricd, in Kurghan-Tim 
Stupa, 74,77; in Kizil-Debe Stupa, 
78 ; at Tbpa-'Tim (near Khan-ui), 79 
sq. ; at Hlauri-Tim, 82, 84, 83 ; near 
Koih-Langar, 99 ; at Topa-Tim 
(near Guma), 104; at Karakir-Tim, 
116 ; at Endere, 423, 431, 434, 437 ; 
at Ak-sipil, 473 ; at Rawak, 484 sq.; 
at Jumbe-ium, 502, 503 ; at Kara- 
dobe, 513. 

bricks, marks on, at Ak-sipil, 476. 

bronze objects found, &e. : — arrow'- 
hcads (N. oor 4- c), 381, 415 ; (N. 
005. a), 4r4 ; ball (K. 002. m), 432; 
bells (N. 0012. a, 0014. e), 415; 
(D.K. 005), 465; brooch (D.(T.) 
oor. c), 303 ; buckles (K. 002), 
447. 451 ; (D.K. 001. b), 461, 464 ; 
clasp (Y. 007. c), 2rr; (N. 0010), 
414; (E. 003. b), 438, 442; (D.K. 
ooi), 461, 464; disks (N. 0014. j), 
413; (N. 0023), 416; figures of 
Buddha (Y. 002. a), 210; a Bodhi- 
sattva (Kh. 003. j), 2ro, 221; finial 
(Ker. oor), 467, 469 ; hand (Ya. oor. 
b), 222 ; mirrors, Chinese (N. 00 12. f), 
581,415; (N. 009), 414; ornaments 
(N. 001), 414; (N. 0014. i), 415; 
(pi. ooi. b), 473 ; panel (Kh. 007), 
222; pellet (N. 0014. k), 415; 
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plate (E. 003. c), 442 ; (K. 001. a, 
002), 451 ; relief (H. 003), 473; rings 
(D.(T.) 001. e), 303; (N. 0012. c, 
d, e, oot4. f, g, oors, ooi6), 381, 
415; (N. 0010), 414; (N. 0020. d), 
416; (E. 005), 442; (D.K. 004), 
454. 464: P.K. 003), 46t, 464; 
(D.K. 003), 46r, 465; (FI. i), 471. 
473; (H. 001. h. i), 471, 473; 
seals, set seals, bronze ; spoons 
(D.(T.) oor. a, b), 303 ; (N. 0014. 
h), 4r5; stud (H. oor. c), 473; 
style (D.(T.) 001. g), 303; (H. oor. 
a), 473 ; tag (E. 003. a), 438, 442 ; 
tweezers (D.(T.) oor. f), 303; un- 
identified objects (N. 007), 414; 
(N. 0013), 415; (E. 003. d), 442; 
(L. 001), 465; weight (Y. 003), 
210 . 

broom (D, ii. on), 251, 294; (N. x. 
07). 337. 399- 

Broussonetia papyri/era or Paper mul- 
berry-tree, paper made of its bark, 

133- 

lluddha, legends of: teaches the right 
way of venerating relics, 83; legend 
of his visit to Li-yul, 159 sq., r86, 
190, 584; to Mt. Gosrhga, 185, 186, 
584 sq. ; an image from heaven gives 
a ghanta to the king of Khotan, 
231 ; Rahula appears in the form of 
B., ib. ; Vairocana assumes the form 
of B., 232. 

relics of : his dress, sent by the king 
of Su-1§ to the Chinese Emperor, 58 ; 
his alms-bowl (palra) and spittoon in 
Kashgar, 67, 68; his alms-bowl in 
Purusapura, 68; and elsewhere, 69 
n. ; a tooth at Chieh-ch'a, 69. 

rock-carved relief, in Gilgit, 18. 

in Khotan art : type of statues in 
Gandliara and Khotan sculpture, 18 ; 
representation of birth of Buddha 
(Kh. 005), 209, 221 sq. ; of his 
temptation by Mara (B,D. oor. a), 
209, 219 ; in frescoes : Dandan- 
Uiliq, 255, 259, 273, 274; Rawak 
Vihara, 492; on painted panel (D. 
IV. 4), 265, 296; (D. VI. 4), 274, 

297 ; head, painted on beam (in 
E. ii), 431; soapstone figure (Y. 
0029), 217 ; reliefs in slate-stone 
(B.D. 001. a), 209, 219; (Kh. 003. 
g), 209, 220; (Kh. 005), 209, 221 
sq. ; stucco images (D. ii;, 246, 250 ; 
stucco reliefs, type of, at D.andan-Uiliq 
and Rawak, 18 ; (D. i. ii), 245, 288 ; 
(D.(T.) 04, 05, 08, 09, 010), 302; 
at Kighillik, 477, 478, 479 sqq.; 
Rawak Vihara, 489, 491 sqq., 503 
sqq. 

statues mentioned in literature : m 
convent at Chieh-p'an-t'o, 37 j mira- 
culous statue at P'o-ch'ieh-i, 118; 
statue of jade, brought from Khotan, 
mentioned in Annals of the Liang 
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Dynasty, 170; statue on Mount 
Gosrhga, 185 ; statue seen by HsUan- 
tsang near Khotan, 225; at P'i-mo, 
445, 490 n., (Sung YUn’s Han-mo), 
456,463; Udayana’s Buddha statue, 
490, 497 ; miracle-working statues 
mentioned in the Gosrhga Vyakarana, 
584 sq. See also Buddhas and 
Bodhisattvas. 

‘ Buddha, hall of the red,’ see Ch'ih-fo- 
t'ang. 

Buddhago.sa, mentioned in Kharo.sthi 
document, 367. 

Buddhas or Bodhisattvas, stucco statues 
near Turfan, 84; figures in bronze, 
210; sculptured figures from Khotan, 
209, 220, 221; frescoes in D. i, 
Dandan-Uiliq, 244 ; in D. ii, 248 ; 
in D. XII, 263 ; stucco reliefs, D. i, 
244; (D.(T.) 05), 245, 302; (D. II. 
09), 294; chunam, 249, 291 sqq.; 
painted on wooden post (D. i. 04), 
244, 290 ; on painted panel (D. vi. 3), 
274, 297 ; stucco images (Endere), 
424 ; frescoes, ib., 430 ; stucco 
reliefs (Rawak), 486, 499. 

Buddhism, in Chieh-p'an-t'o, 33, 37 ; in 
Wu-sha, 42; introduced into Kashgar, 
56 ; in Kashgar at the time of Hsilan- 
tsang’s visit, 70 ; at Che-chti-chia, 90, 
91 ; at Tzu-ho, 92 ; at Chu-chU, 93 ; 
Buddhist sacred sites marked by 
Muhammadan Ziarats, 121, 122, 189; 
introduction of Buddhism into Khotan, 
posterior to the immigration of the 
Indian colony, 158, 163, 164; date 
of the introduction of Buddhism into 
Khotan, 164, 232; in Khotan, at 
the time of Fa-hsien’s visit, 139, 169; 
under the Liang Dynasty, 170; ac- 
cording to the Pei shih, 1 7 1 ; accord- 
ing to T'ang Annals, 17a ; according 
to HsUan-tsang, 174; under Posterior 
Han Dynasty, 179; Buddhist monks 
sent from Khotan on embassies to 
China, i8o, 182 ; disappearance of 
Buddhism from Khotan, 180, 182; 
in documents from Niya Site, 367. 
See also Arhats, Buddha, Hinayana, 
local worship, Mahayana, Sanghara- 
mas. Stupas. 

Buddhist architecture, the trefoil arch in, 

1 8 ; of Thol Stupa, 20 ; use of leaf- 
gold, 194. 

Buddhist canonical texts, found (Dan- 
dan-Uiliq), 257, 265, 266, 274, 295, 
296, 297 ; (Endere), 422, 424 sq., 
439- 

Buddhist iconography, at Dandan-Uiliq, 
253 ; under the influence of Persian 
art, 280; at Rawak Vihara, 494 
sq. See also Bodhisattvas, Buddha, 
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. 

Buddhist monks, in ancient Khotan, as 
money-lenders, 275 sq., 526, 529. 

Buddhist pilgrims, see Chih-meng, 


Dharmacandra, Dharmagupta, Fa- 
hsien, Fa-yung, Hsflan-tsang, Hui- 
sheng, Jinagupta, Kumarajiva, Sung 
Yfln, Tao-yo, Tao-yilan, Wu-k'ung. 
Buddhist sculpture, evidences of late 
workmanship in, 18; acquired in 
Khotan, 209, 219 sqq. See slate 
(sculptured). 

Buddhist shrines, at Dandan-Uiliq, 243 
sq., 256 sq.; at Kighillik, 477 sqq. ; 
replaced by Muhammadan shrines, see 
local worship. 

BiiHLER, Professor G., v, vi. 

‘ Burans ’, desert storms, effect of, 107, 
484. 

Burhauuddin-Padshahim, see Sayyid. 
Burisheski, language of Hunza, 19. 
Bushell, Dr. S. W., assistance rendered 
by, xiii ; on Chinese coins purchased 
at Yotkan, 204 sqq., 575 sqq.; on 
Chinese record from Dandan-Uiliq 
(D. V. 5), 268; on Chinese inscrip- 
tion (D. 002), 309 ; on Chinese 
documents from Niya Site, 370; on 
Chinese coin (? Niya Site), ib., n. ; 
on Chinese coins found or purchased 
at various sites, 575 sqq. 

Cachemire, see Kashmir. 

Caitya, of Gomasalagandha, 186, 189, 
584, 585 ; the Hgum-stir Caitya, 223 ; 
of Ma-dza, 230; of Tsar-ma, 232, 
585; the Ka5yapa Caitya on Mt. 
Gosrnga, 584. 

Calmadana, identified with Hsiian- 
tsang's Chih-mo-f o-na, 311 n. ; iden- 
tified with Charchan, ib. ; mentioned 
in tablet N. i. 16, ib., 326. 
camel, Bactrian, terra-cotta (Yotkan), 
212, 215; (Khotan town), 219; 
fresco (Dandan-Uiliq), 248 ; painted 
panel (D. vii. 5), 278, 298; coloured 
sketch (E. i. 19. a), 429, 438. 
canal, ancient (Niya Site), 380. See also 
irrigation. 

Candrapida (ChSn-t'o-lo-pi-li), king of 
Kashmir, 13. 

Cannan, Mr. C., xiv. 

‘Cansanghi Cascio’, i.e.Kan sang-i-kash, 
jade-quarry, mentioned by Goez, 
132 n. 

cara (or caraia), ‘ secret agent ’, 366. 
carbuncle intaglios (Y. 008. a, b), 2 1 1 ; 
(I. 001), 220. 

carnelion intaglios. Aphrodite (M. 001, 
k), 1 13; head of wolf or bear (Y. 
005), 210; (B.D. 001. f), 219. 
carpet, woollen (N. x. i), 337, 398. 

‘ Cascar ’, Marco Polo’s name for Kash- 
gar, 49 n. See Kashgar, 
cave, sacred, Kohmari hill, 187 sq. 
‘celestial god’ (Ormazd), 71. See 
Zoroastrian religion, 
cemeteries in Khotan, theirlowlevel,i97. 
cereals, ancient, found at Kara-dong, 
448. 
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chair, carved wooden (N. vii. 4), 330, 
334. 397- 

chairs, legs of wooden (N. xii. 3), 336, 
399- 

Chalma-kazan, ancient site, mound at, 
233 ; coins from, 234 ; derivation of 
name, 234 sq. ; objects from, 235. 
Chan-chan, «« Shan-shan, 

Chan-yi, see Shan-i. 

Chang, Wei-ch'ih, king of Khotan, 523 n. 
Chang Hsiao-sung, Chinese general, 62. 
Chang K'uang-yeh, Chinese envoy, 178. 
‘Chang-shih of the Western Countries', 
title, in Chinese document, 371, 538. 
chang-tso, see shang-tso. 
Charchan(HsUan-tsang’s Che-mo-t'o-na, 
ChU-mo (Tsiu-mo); Sung Yiin’s 
Tso-mo), identified with Calma- 
dana, 31 1 n. ; with Chil-mo, 435, 
436; deserted in Hsiian-tsang’s time, 
435 ; seat of a Chinese garrison in 
T'ang times,' 436; mentioned by 
Marco Polo, id. ; identified with Tso- 
mo, 436 n., 456. 

charcoal, ancient (Dandan-Uiliq), 259. 
charms (Y. 002. b), 210. 

‘Ch§,ruks' (mocassins), 252, 278. 
Chavannes, Prof. £douard, assistance 
rendered by, xii sq. ; translates and 
elucidates Chinese Aimals, x, 5, i$i 
sqq., 172 sqq.; idendfies ‘Little 
P'o-lii ’ with Gilgit, 6 sq. ; translates 
the T'ang Annals, see T'ang Annals ; 
translates Sung YUn’s itinerary, 29 ; 
on Buddhist pilgrims in Kashgar, 67 
sq.; identifies kingdom of Chu-chii- 
po, 91 ; on the Western Turks, 151 ; 
translates Chinese documents(Dandan- 
Uiliq), 266, 267, 275 sqq., 521 sqq. ; 
on use of bamboo slips in China, 
3S9 sq. ; on Chinese documents 
from Niya Site, 361, 370 sqq., 537 
sqq.; his arrangement of them in 
App. A explained, 370 n. ; on 
Chinese sgraffiti (Endere), 428, 432, 
546 sq. 

Chfi-chii-chia, now Karghalik, wrongly 
identified with Yarkand, 87 ; corre- 
sponds to Chih-chih-man, 98. See 
Karghalik. 

Che-hou, see Shih-hu. 

ChS-mo-t'o-na, kingdom of, mentioned 
by Hsuan-tsang, 435. See Charchan. 
Che-tseu, see Shih-tzu. 

Ch'en-p'an, made king of Su-16, 55. 
Ch§n-t'o-lo-pi-li, see Candiaplcla. 

Cheng, see Ciiang. 

Cheng Chii, Chinese official, 177. 
Ch'Sng Hsien, Chinese officer, 266, 523. 
Ch'gng-kuo, the chief of Chii-mi, 168. 
Cheng-yilan, supposed character in 
Chinese sgraffito, 428. 

ChSng-yiian period, dated documents 
of, (D. vu. 3. c), 276 n., 528; (D. VII. 
3. d), 276 n.; (D. vu. 4. d), 277, 
531; (D. IX. i), 273, 533. 


Chi-li-ho-po-li, see Grhapati. 

Chi-li-ki-li-lo-ii (Qri-kritati), suggested 
etymology of Su-lfi, 50 n. 

Clii-nan, district, 97. 

Chi-pin, identified with Kabul, with 
Kashmir, 53 n. ; conquered by the 
Sok or Sz', 53. 

Chi-shih, river, 171. See Yurung-kash. 

Ch' ia-ltt-shu'ian-le, Chinese etymology 
of Shii-le, 49 ; probably not a tran- 
scription of * Kharosira, but some 
such Sanskrit word as * Kalusantara, 
* Kalusadhara, or *Kalusoitara, 49. 

Chia-pi-shih (KapUa), Chinese hostages 
at, 56 ; suggested etymology of, ib . ; 
Buddhist monasteries at, 56, 57. 

Ch'ia-sha(transcribed JCia-cha by Julien, 
Kiu-cha by M. Chavannes, and Ka- 

• sha by Dr, Franke), 48, 67. See 
Kiishgar. 

Chia-shih (transcribed Kia-che by M. 
Chavannes and JCa-shih by Dr. 
Franke), capital of the king of Kash- 
gar, 48, 66. 

Chichiklik plateau, near Tash-kurghan, 
hospice said to have been built here, 
XV, 39 sq. ; called Ciecialith by 
Benedict Go£:z, 40. 

Chieh, abbreviated form of Chieh-shuai, 
II n., 13, 14. 

Chieh-cKa, Fa-bsien's name for Kash- 
gar, 48, 67. 

Chieh-p'an-t'o, Chinese name for Sarikol, 
28, 30, 33. See Sarikol. 

Chieh-shih, for Chieh-shuai, 11 n.; an 
attempt to represent Kashkar by 
Chinese sounds, 15. See also Chieh- 
shuai. 

Chieh-shuai (Chieh, Chieh-shih), now 
Kashkar or Chitral, hill-state, allied 
with the Tibetans, 11; Chinese ex- 
pedition against, ib . ; Su-chia made 
king of, ib . ; identified with Kashkar 
or Chitral, 14 ; Chieh-shih, an attempt 
to represent Kashkar by Chinese 
sounds, 15. 

Chien, king of Khotan, 168. 

c/iien (bamboo slips), used for Chinese 
documents, 359 sq. 

Chien-chung (kien-tchong) period, coin 
of, 234, 576 j dated documents of, 
525. 533 ; (D. VII. 2), 275, 526, 533 ; 
(D. vu. 3. d), 276 n., 529,. 533; 
(D. VII. 4. a), 275 n., 529, 533. 

Chien-vio, now the Gez defile, 27. 

Chien-te-li, river, identified with river of 
Chlra, 467. 

Ch'ien-t‘o-lo, Chinese name of Gan- 
dhara, see Gandhara. 

Ch'ien-tun, Chinese name of Khotan, 
used by Wu-k'ung, 155. See also 
Khotan. 

Ch'ien-ying, Buddhist monk, 275 sq., 
525 sq., 529. 

Ch'ien-yuan period, coins of, iii, 206, 
234, 383, 370 n., 476, 575 sqq. 


Chih-chih-man, 97\ corresponds to 
HsUan-tsang’s Che-chU-chia, 98. 

CKih-fo-t'ang, ‘the hall of the red 
Buddha,’ 8. 

Chih-m6ng, calls Kashgar, Ch'i-sha, 48, 
67; mentions Buddha's alms-bowl 
and spittoon, 67. 

, Chih-mo-t'o-na, identified tvith Calma- 
dana, 311 n. 

Chih-na-po-li (Skr. CimpaliT), winter 
residence of Chinese hostages in the 
Panjab, 57 n. 

Chih-na-Ci-p'o-cHii-ian-lo ( Cim-deva- 
gotra), king of Chieh-p'an-t'o, 34. 

Chilas, called Shiltas by Alberuni, 4, 

Chilas and the Kashmir-Gilgit route, 
16 sq. 

Chilasis, raids of the, 16; organization 
of, 17. 

Ch'tn Chia-ksing, Chinese dignitary, 
mentioned in sgraffito (Endere), 428, 
546. 

Chin-chin, boy's name, on Chinese 
document, 528. 

Chin-ts' e-tien, palace of king of Khotan, 
119, 202 n. 

China, alleged immigration from China 
into Khotan, 148 sq., 157, 158 ; 
said to have been led by Kustana, 
160 sq,, 162 ; indications in con- 
firmation of the legend, 165. 

Chinese, historical relations with Gilgit, 
4 sqq.; with the Tibetans, 5 sqq., 
61 sqq., 148; with Sarikol, 25 sq., 
27 sqq., 36 ; with Kashgar, 52 sqq. ; 
with Karghalik, 91 sq.; their view 
of the Tibetans, 149 ; records of 
Khotan, 151 sqq.; the transcription 
of Chinese characters, 154, 173 n., 
205, 225, 3it; historical sense in 
educated Chinese, vii, 237 ; abandon- 
ment of Khotan, 284; diplomatic 
relations with Tabaristan, 308 sq.; 
historical data in Chinese documents 
(Niya Site), 168, 370 sqq., 537 sq. 
See also ‘ Four Garrisons ’, Khotan, 
T'ang Annals, Tarim Basin, Turke- 
stan. 

Chinese coins: from Togujai, no sq., 
575 ; from Yotkan, 205, 206, 575 
sq. ; from Chalma-kazan, 234, 576; 
from Dandan-Uiliq, 241, 272, 283, 
577 ; from Rawak, beyond Dandan- 
Uiliq, 306, 577; from Niya Site, 369, 
577; from Endere, 429, 577 ; from 
Kara-dong, 447, 577 ; from Uzun- 
Tati, 461, 577 ; from Hanguya Tati, 
471. 578: from Tam-Oghil, 473, 
578; from Ak-sipil, 476, 578; near 
Rawak, 482 sq., 578 ; from Rawak 
Stupa and Vihara court, 493, 578; 
from Jumbe-kum, 579 ; from Kara- 
dabe, 515, 579 ; from Mazar-Tagh, 
579. See also wu-ehu coins. 

Chinese documents found : — 

at Dandan-Uiliq (D. V. 6), 266, 297, 
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Darel {Ta-li-Io), see Ta-li-lo. 

Darkot Pass, called Mount T'an-chtt by 
the Chinese, 9 sq. 

Darogha, ‘messenger, agent,’ see Ibrahim 
Akhun, Islam Beg. 

dasht, ‘waste plain, stony desert,' 89 n., 
94, 100, 103 sqq. passim. 

dates, in Kharosthi documents (Niya 
Site), 325 ; in Chinese document 
(N. XV. 326), 370. 537. 

dawans (ridges of sand), 240, 242, 309, 
418, 419, 420, 444. See also dunes. 

‘ dead eye ’ (N. xviii. or. a), 376, 4r2. 

Deasy, Captain H. H. P., and Islam 
Akhun, ro2, 509. 

deie, dd6e, TurkI for mound, 77 n., 
379 n- 

deposits, subaerial and silt, in Khotan, 
125. 

Designs, acanthus leaf (J, 001), 503, 
506; Amalaka ornament, 257 ; ani- 
mals (Y. 005, 006), 210 ; (Y. 008. a), 
211 ; (Ker. 003), 469; (A. 006. a), 
476, 482 ; bird, flying (M. 001. d), 
112, 113; (H.M. 1), 115; chrysan- 
themum leaves (D.i. 012), 245, 291; 
(D. I. 42), 289; (A. 030), 480; 
classical designs, see s.v. ; cloud-scroll 
(R. ii, iv), 491 ; (R. ii. 2), 503 ; duck 
(Y. 002. b), 210; (R. xi. i), 492, 
503; fire-altar (A. 006, a), 476, 482 ; 
five-petalled flowers (Niya Site), 333 j 
fleur-de-lis (R. ii. 3. c), 491 ; (R. 
Ixxii), 498 ; (R. Ixxix, &c.), 499 ; 
(R. ii. 2), 503; four-petalled flower 
(M. 001. b), 113; (T.M. 004. a), 
1 14; (N. vii. 4), 334; (N. XX. 02), 
378. 413; (N. XX. 03), 413; frog(?) 
(Y. 002. b), 210; human figures and 
heads (Y. 008. f), 211; (I. 001), 
220 ; (Ker. 003), 469 ; (H. 002, 
o°3). 473: Kingri pattern (N. xii), 
380 ; (N. XX. 02), 413 ; leaf-like 

ornament (M. 001. i), 113; lotus, 
with snakes (G. 001), 109 ; lotus 
leaves (D. i. 60, 74), 243, 289; 
(D. ii), 249 ; lotus-petals (D. 1. 42), 
245, 289; (D. II. 34), 245, 292; 

(D.(T.) on), 245; (D. II. 34), 250, 
292; ip. xn), 263; (D. I. 72), 
289; (D. I. 94, 95), 290; (D.ii. 
13), 291; (A. 030, 031), 480 : (A. 
035-037. 057), 481 : (R. ii. 3. c), 
491 ; (R. Lx.xxiv. 2. a), 505 ; peacock 
(Ker. 001), 469; scroll-ornament 
(Niya Site), 333 ; Svastika (M. 001. 
c), 113; (Y.002.C), 210; (N.vii.3), 
334, 397 : tongues of flame (D. i. 
87), 245. 290; (D. 11. 55), 245, 250, 
292 ; (D. It. 89), 245, 250, 293 ; 
(D. II. 24), 292 ; (A. 039, 040), 478, 
481; tortoise (?) (Y. 002. b), 210; 
vine, conventional (M. 001. c), 113 ; 
(D. I. 53), 245, 289; vine scrolls and 
grapes (D. i. 114), 245, 290. See also 
terra-cotta, pottery (patterns on). 
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deva-pulra, title, in Kharosthi docu- 
ments, 366. 

DharanI class, MS. of the, 425, 439. 
dharmacakra-mudrd pose (Kh. 003. i), 
221. 

Dharmacandra, an Indian monk, visits 
Kashgar, 71. 

Dharmagupta, Indian pilgrim, calls 
Kashgar Sha-le, 48, 69. . 
dhydna-mudra attitude, stone relief (Y. 
007. b), 211 ; Buddha figure (Y. 0029), 
217 ; Bodhisativa (Kh. 003. h), 221 ; 
at Dandan-Uiliq, 248; (D. x. 3), 261, 
300; (D. iv), 273; (D. VI. 4), 274; 
(R. xi), 492 j (R. XXV. 3), 494. 
dice, from Niya Site, 374, 411; from 
Endere (E. 000,374, 438, 442. 
divira, ‘ clerk,’ 366. 
divorce, in Khotan, 140, 142. 

Dizabul, see Istami. 
dbbe, see debe. 

Documents sur les Tou-k'iue occidentaux, 
published by M. Chavannes, x, 5. 
dorabel (bank of earth in the centre of 
a tank), 379. , 

Domoko, oasis and river, 454, 468; 

spelling of the name, ib. n. 

‘ Domqko, old,' deserted villages, 458 sq. 
Dong-Oghil, grazing ground, 444. 

‘ double wedges ', see tablets. 

Douglas, Sir R. K., on Chinese docu- 
ments from Niya Site, 370. 
Doumakou, 454 n. See Domoko. 
Dragon Lake, the great, mentioned by 
Hstlan-tsang, identified with Lake 
Victoria, 30. 

drahga, ‘frontier watch-station,’ men- 
tioned in Kharosthi documents, 367. 
See also dvara. 
drift-' sand,’ see ‘ sand.’ 

‘ Drum-lake Convent,' mentioned by 
Hsiian-tsang, 228, 254. 

‘ Drupa type ' of Tibetans, in Khotan, 
147. 149 - 
Dud“khut Pass, 2. 

Dugdhaghata, hill fort of, 2. 
dunes, of Dandan-Uiliq, their origin, 
242; at Niya Site, 340; near En- 
dere river, 420; at Kara-dong, 446 ; 
at Rawak, 483. 
duhya, ‘ messenger,’ 366. 

Dutreuil de Ruins, M. J. L., find of 
Kharosthi MS., v ; on find-place of 
MS., 188; visit toAk-sipil, 474, 476. 
dvara, ‘ gate,’ or drahga, terms for 
fortified frontier watch-stations, 2. 
Dvarapalas or ‘ Guardians of the Gate,’ 
at Rawak Vihara, 494 sq. 

Eastern Iranian ‘unknown language’, 
see Iranian (Eastern). 

Eastern Turkestan, see Turkestan, 
elephant, terra-cotta (Mac. 001), 222. 
Endere, general description of site, 421 ; 
ruined fort, ib., 431 sqq. ; temple 
cella, 422 sqq.; plaster images in 


J corners, 247, 422 sq. ; finds of MSS., 

I 424 sqq-> 438 sq., 546 sq.; MS. 

I leaves as votive offerings, 262, 425; 

sgraflfili, 428, 432; 546; date of 
abandonment, 429 ; fresco, 430 sq. ; 
painted panel, 431, 442; under- 
ground rooms, 433 ; construction of 
lort, 434 sq. ; Stupa, 437. See also 
Chinese sgraffiti. 

Endere river, march to, 417 sqq.; shift- 
ing of its course, 420. 

Endere-Tarim, deserted colony, 384, 420. 

envelopes of inscribed tablets, see 
tablets. 

Eros, in antiques from Khotan, see 
classical designs. 

erosion, by wind, at Topa-Tim, 105; 
Kakshal Tati, 107 ; Hasaand Kepek- 
gholuk Mazar, 112; Yurung-kash 
Valley, 233 ; scoops out hollows, 
239 ; at Dandan-Uiliq, 242 sq., 286 ; 
at Niya Site, 242, 327 sq., 340, 379, 
381 sq.; at Endere, 421, 434, 437; 
at Kara-dong, 446; forms isolated 
cones, 460; at Arka-kuduk-Tim 
Stupa, 471 ; at Jumbe-kum, 503. 

ex-votos, see votive offerings. 

Fa-chin, Buddhist monk, 277, 537 . 

Ffi-hien, see Fa-hsien. 

Fa-hsien, Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, 
notice of Sarikol, 28 ; calls Kashgar 
Chleh-ch'a, 48, 67; his route to K.,. 
67 ; description of K., 68 sq. ; 
account of relics of Buddha, ib.; 
account of Tzii-ho, 92 ; account of 
the Khotanese, 139; account of 
Khotan, 169; on use of leaf-gold, 
194 ; description of ‘ the King’s New 
Monastery ’ near Khotan, 194 n., 224. 

Fa-yeou, see Fa-yu. 

Fa-yu, Buddhist monk, 277, 531. 

Fa-yung, Chinese pilgrim, visits Kash- 
gar, 48, 69. 

fabrics, ancient woven, r« carpet, cotton, 
rug, silk fabrics, woollen fabrics. 

‘Fan, Great’ (Ta Fan), i. e. the Tibe- 
tans, 428, 516, 

fang, ‘ territory, quarter,’ 205. 

fang, wooden boards used by the Chi- 
nese for writing purposes, 361. 

Fang-ch'ien, king of Khotan, 168. 

Farghana (Pahan-na, Ta-yuan), identi- 
fied with P'an-han, 27 ; conquered 
by Qutayba ibn Muslim, 62 ; its king 
reinstated by the Chinese, ib.; sol- 
diers from F. in the Chinese army, 

63 ; pays tribute to the Emperor 
\Vu Ti, 537 ; under the Tsin 
dynasty, 545. 

Farhad, said to have built a canal at 
Tughlan-shahr, 38. 

felt (N. V. 17. b), found at Niya Site, 
329. 39<’; (N. -‘tv, 014, 015), 367, 
374, 410; mentioned in Kharosthi 
document, 367. 
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fences of rushes (Niya Site), 337. 
lig-Icaf, ste vine-leaf. 

Figures, described or referred to, in 
the te.xt. I, 18; a, 20 n.; 3. 4. 

20; 5, 144 n. : 7. 18 n., 32: 8, 
18 n., aa ; 9, 10, 36; ii, la, 46; 
>3. Si ; 14. 7.=; n., 76; 15. 90; 16. 
197 n.; 17, Sj; 18, iia; 19, n6; 
aa, a3, 144 n. ; 35 187; 36. 37. 
195; aS. 24-;; 39, 346; 30, 331; 
31. 249. 230: 33. 2-, 6, 357; 33, 
357. 258: 34. 35. 264 ; 36, 310: 
37 . 3 'i'. 322. 327; 3S. 3.39: 39 , 

327, 32S; 40. 327. .330. 337: 41. 

317. 327. 3.30, 331 : 42, 3.10. 331 ; 
43. 330: 44. 327. 340; .J5. 340, 
341.344 : 45-2, 349 : 46, 327.379: 

47. 37S; 4S, 43*. 432 I1-, 434: 49. 
422, 423: SO, 421; 5*. 433. 434. 
437 : 53. 44S, 447 : 53. 44O, 447. 
448; 54. 47*: 55. 4r.8: 56. 464: 
57. 474. 47;i: 53. 474. 47.7 '*■: 59. 
485, 486: Co, 483, 483, 486 n. : 
61. 246, 423, 487, 4S9, 490; 6a, 
487, 489. 492: 63. 244, 478. 4.87, 
489, 492, 403; 64, 3(4. 478. 487. 
4S9, 4931 65, 4S7. 497: 66, 487, 

498, 499; 67, 493; 68, 18 a, 487, 
497: 69, i8a, 4S7, 489. 490, 49 * : 


71. 509. 

figurines, ue tcrr.v-colta. 
fire-places, ancient (I)and.ln-Ui!iii), 338. 
275 : (•'^■'>1 Site), 316, 323. 338. 331, 
332. 3.13: (h-iidctc), 431, 433. 433. 
ilir.t, from Cli.rhna-ltat. 3 n. 333 ; d.vkc 
(S. 003), 3S1, 414: (D.K. 003. i), 

465. 

Fo li-Uii {• The Di.Mtijilc of Buddlia '), in 
Chinese inscrij^ion, 30 'J. 
fodder, ancient, Daiul.'ui-Uiiiij. 283. 
forging of *o!d boohs’ at Kholan, rrr 
Lllrn .\khila 

fortifications, ancient, at Kniicrc, 433 
S(j. ; at UiDgh-Ziarat, 462; at Ah- 


, i'H', 474 iq. 

foLcHtK. A., on the legend of the 
Bodhi.^aitva (Buddha) culling his 
hair, 209, 220; on the Siu|a of the 
lurn".-d-up [Atra, 231. 

‘Four GarriiOns,' now Chinese Turke- 
stan, meaning of ilie tenn, 7 n., CO; 
occupied by the Tibetans, 61 ; re- 
covered by the Chinc.se, ii, ; under 
ILilan-lsung. 62 ; end of Chinese 
occupation of, 64 sep, 177, 284, 334 
sqq. ; Wu-k'ung's visit, 64,^ 177; 
include Chu-cliU-pan, 93: Kliouin 
made one of the, *75: mentioned in 
Chinese .sgraffito (Kndere), 428, 546. 

Fkancke, Rev. A. fi., assist.incc ren- 
dered by, xiii, 548 ; on I iliclan 
poems from the T'cg-mc'og-mdzod, 
426 sq., 561 sqq. ; on 'libetan 
sgraffui, 429, 432, 566 sqq. . 

Frakkk, Dr. O., on Chinese etymologies 
oflvashgar, 49. 


frescoes, Dandiin-Uiliq, 244, 247 sq., 
233 sqtp, 263, 273 sq.. 283, 291, 
303; Site, 333; Jsiulere, 424, 
440 .stp, 430; Raw.ik Vihiira, 492. 

frit, porceiinous, bead (N. 005. b), 38 1, 
414; seal (N. 0018), 381, 416. 

fruit-trce.s, ancient, are orchards. 

Fu, Chinc.se olficcr, mentioned in docu- 
ments (N. XV. 37, 313), 539 . 

Fu-shih-chan, king of Ivliotan, 1 76. 

Fu-tu H.'in, king of Khotan, 173. 

Fn-lu Hsiung, king of Khotan, 176. 

Fu-lu Ta, king of Khotan, 17O. 

Galcha dialects, connected rviili lan- 
guage of documents found at Daii- 
d.fn-t'iliq, 271. 

G.ticlia stock, includc.H the T.ljiks of 
S.itikol, 23 ; its early extension east- 
wards, 26 ; affinity to the I’.ikhpos, 
2fi, r43; to the Khotaiiese, 144, 145. 

Gaiullura or Ch'icn-l'o-lo (present 
I’cshawar District), a ; miniature 
stone carvings from, brought to 
Klioi.in, 209 ; art of, its influence on 
Kliolan art: in picture.?, 234, 253; 
in :a:ulpiurc and stucco reliefs, 209, 
V. C029) 2r7, (Kh, 003. g) 230 , 
Kh. ooj. h, i, (i, 005) 32 r, (.Mac. 
001) 207, 322; band.ln-Uiliti, 243, 
230; Kn.lcrc, 423; Kaw.ik Vih.ira, 
490, 491. 494, 493, 500; treatment 
of ilic hair and representation of 
.umour, 232 ; convcmional oriumcn- 
la.ion (Niya Site), 3t5, 333, 33 (, 
377. 37‘‘1. ^*3; (J. 001), 306. AVr 
ofta Graeco-Buddhist art, Indian 
inilucnce. 

GandlurvI, terra-cotta opph'ju/ mould- 
ing (Y. 0023), 2t6; (B. 001. dl, 
2r8; (Kh. 003. b), 220: (.Mac.oor), 
222 ; ( 17 .( 1 ’,) or, 02. 03), 245, 302; 
(D. I. I to), 245, 290; (D. t. 014), 
2d5. 29*: *• *^). 288; 

(D. I. 43}. 389: P- '• >^9. 90). 

245. 39°: (1^- *»• 79). 35*. 393: 

(D. XU. 1, 2, 3. 5), 263, 302 ; (D. VI. 

5 ). 374 . 397: (!>•*• **°)., 390. 

Ganefa, on broiue jiancl (Kit. 007), 
222; painted jianel (D. it. 16), 251, 
292; (E. ii. r), 431, 443. 

G.Min.vKK, Professor Percy, assistance 
rendered by, xiii; on intaglio (M. 
001. k) from Togujai, 113; on cut 
stones from Vdikan, 210 ; on bronze 
vvciglit, 16. ; on inscription on clay 
seal (N. XV. 24), 355. 

garnet intaglios, from Yoikan, 210, 21 1. 

* Gate of reeds s(e Wei-kuan. 

geese, in fresco (Enderc), 431. 

Gez defile, the Cliinese Chien-mo, 27. 

g/taiilu (bell), miraculously given to king 
of Kholan, 23:, 232. 

GhazI Sliaikh, 445. 

gilding of Buddhist sacred objects, ste 
gold. 


Gilem-kul, marsh, 444. 

Gilgit river, called So-yi by the Chinese, 

10. 

Gilgit, routes from Ka-slimfr, to, 2 ; un- 
known to Kalhaira, 4 ; mentioned by 
AlberClni, id. ; Chinese liistorical rela- 
tions with, 5 s(iq. ; called Little P'o-lU 
by ilic Chinese, 6; occupied by the 
Tibetans, 7 ; dependence for supplies 
on_ Kashmir, 1 1 sq, ; Chinese exjic- 
diiioii into, assisted by Muklilpida, 
tj; rock-carved relief of Buddlia, 
17, j8; ancient water-conduit, 19; 
ancient mounds, ii. Sa also P'o-lU, 
Little, 

' Gilgit Transport Road 2 ; antiquity 
ol llic route, I ; construction of, 12, 

Ghiit-ru, s<e Gos'rnga. 

glass, beads (D, R, 002), 304, 306; 
(N, XV. 001. li), 411; (N, ooro. 

0011. c), 414; (N, 0020. a, 0022), 
38*. 416; (E. 005), 442; (K. 001. 
<■■). 45 *. (H.ooi. e, f), 473; charm 
(Y. 002, b. iii), 210; jewels (D.K. 
o° 4 ). 431 . 464; (D.K. 002. g), 464; 
moulded (C. 002, b), 233; (D.R. 
004), 3°6 ; (D.K. 002. f), 464 ; seal 
(N. 006), 381, ^14; vessels, frag- 
ments ('l’..M. oox.e), found at Togu- 
jai, 113; vases brouglit from Kliotan, 
mentioned in Aniuls of the Liang 
Dynasty, 170; fragments (D.(T.) 
oot. d), 303; (D.R. ooi), 304, 306; 
(N. XV. oor. b-g), 373, 410 sq, ; 
(N. 0019), 381, 418 ; (E. 002, 003), 
43 ^. 442;^ (K. oo2.jj, 447, 452. 

Goukkkv, Captain S. 11 . , purchases 
MSS., 270. 

Goifz, Benedict, route through Sarikol, 
40, 42; account of Hiarciian (Y.ar- 
kaiid), 88; on Khotan jade, 133; 
on route from Kholan to China, 184, 

goitre, prevalent in Yarkand, 87. 

gold, digging and washing for gold at 
YOtkan, 192, 193; at Tam-Ogliil, 
472 sq. ; use of le.if-gold on Buddhist 
buildings and s.acred objects, 194, 
224, 496; on stucco (D.R. 003), 
304, 306 ; at Kighillik, 479, 481 ; at 
Rawak (R. .xxix), 496, 504. 

gold objects found : monkey, at 

Yotkan, 194, aio; ornament (N. 
0017), 381, 415; split ring(R. 003), 
506. 

Gomasalag.indha, Buddhist saint, 186, 
189, 584. 

Goman", old name of the Kara-kash 
river, 169; monastery mentioned by 
Fa-lisien, ii. 

Gore, Col. St. George, vi. 

Goiirsa (cow's bead) mountain, see 
Gosrfiga. 

Gosrnga, Mount (Chinese Ch'il-shili- 
ling-cli'ieh, ‘the cow’s horn’, Tibetan 
Glah-ru; now Kohmari), identical 
with Mount Gosirfa (Go9ircha), 
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Chinese Niu-t'ou, i86; identified 
with the present Kohmari hill, 185, 
189 ; HsUan-tsang’s account, 185 sq., 
235 ; Mazar of Kohmari, 187 ; 
sacred cave described, 187 sq.; con- 
tinuity of local worship, 189 ; ex- 
tracts from the Gosrnga Vyakarana, 
584 sq. 

Gosrhga-vyakarana, on the first settle- 
ment of Khotan, 162 n., 584 sq. 
Graeco-Buddhist art, survival of mo- 
tives, in unglazed pottery from 
Togujai, III ; connexion with 
Khotan art, viii, ir8, 209, 500; 
similar motives found in Khotan art, 
207, 221. See also Gandhara. 

‘ Great Vehicle’, see Mahayana, 
Grenard, M. F., on legends of Mu- 
hammadan saints in Khotan, 121 ; 
account of Khotan, 123, 136, 140 n., 
141 ; and its industries,, 134 ; on the 
population of Eastern Turkestan, 
138 n., 147; on history of Turkish 
dynasty of Kashgar, 180 sq. ; 
identifies Hsuan-tsang’s Hill of 
Gosrnga with Kohmari, 183 ; on 
find-place of Kharo$thi MS., 188; 
on etymology of Kohmari, 190; 
identifies Yotkan with the ancient 
capital of Khotan, id., 199 ; on tomb 
of ‘Keytous Maghrdbl ’, 229 n.; on 
legend of ImSm Ja'far Sadiq, 313 ; 
on ruins near Charchan, 443 ; on 
legendary of Mahmud Karam Kabuli, 
449, 463 ; visit to Ak-sipil, 474. 
Grhapati (Chi-li-ho-po-ti) Naga, 190. 
Griggs, Mr. W., xiv. 
grotesque figures, see terra-cotta, 
ground-level, changed by irrigation, see 
silt-deposits. 

Guhyal, see Wakhan. 

Guhyal, Little, in Hunza, 21. 
guitar, see rabab. 

Gulakhma, oasis, 465, 468. 

Guma, oasis, identified with P'i-shan, 
97) 103: described, 99, 100; seal 
said to have been found near G., 103, 
109. 

Gumbaz, of the ‘King of Chin and 
Machln’, Maurl-Tim Stupa so named, 
85- 

Gupta characters, upright, see Brahmi. 
Gurez, ancient Daratpuri (f), 4. 
gypsum, see stucco, 

Ha-shih-ha-rh, Chinese transcription of 
Kashgar, 48 n. 

Haidar, Mirza, on Yarkand, 43 ; ac- 
count of the city of Kashgar, 73 n. ; 
on spoliation of ancient remains in 
Eastern Turkestan, 82, 226 ; on 
flight of Aba Bakr, 130; on tombs 
of ‘martyrs’ in' Khotan, 1400.; on 
the rivers of the Turkestan desert, 449. 
Halal-bagh, hamlets near Khotan, 227. 
haloes, see nimbus. . . 


Han dynasty, coins of, see wu-chti. 

Han princess, legend of, at Chieh-p'an- 
t'o, 34 sq. 

Han-mi, 467. See Yii-mi. 

Han-mo, town, visited by Sung Yiin, 
456 ; identified with P'i-mo, 457. 

Han-p'an-fo, capital of Sarikol, described 
by Sung Yiin, .89. 

Han-t'o, 27. See Sarikol. 

Hang-gu-jo, identified with Hanguya, 
161, 471. 

Hanguya Tati, identified with Hang- 
gu-jo, 161, 471; route to, 470; 
antiques acquired, 471. 

Hart, Mr. H., xiv. 

Hasa, hamlet, near Guma, 102. 

Hasa, burial-ground near Moji, iii 
sq.; bronze ornament found, 112, 
115. 

Hasa-Tam, ddbris-area, 79 ; dry river- 
bed near, 80. 

Hasan Basri, Sultan, tomb of, 472. 

Hasan Boghra Khan (Abu’l-Hasan 
Nasr llik Qara Khan), ruler of 
Kashgar, 181. 

Hasha, 468. 

Hedin, Dr. Sven, on the topography of 
Eastern Turkestan, x; his ‘ancient 
city Taklamakan’ identical with Dan- 
dan-Uiliq, 236 ; at Dandan-Uiliq, 
243; on the old course of Keriya river, 
286 sq.; atKara-dong, 444 sq. ; fol- 
lows Keriya river route, 450; gives 
specimen of forged MS., 51 1. 

hei-han, Chinese transcription of Khakan 
(Khan), 180. 

Hephlhalites (I-ta, Yeh-tas), or White 
Huns, in Tokharistan, 1 1 n., 14; in 
Eastern Turkestan, 58 ; their empire, 
ib. ; destroyed by the Western Turks, 
ib. ; possible influence of their domi- 
nation on the language of the people 
of Karghalik, 91; in Chu-chii-po 
(Chu-chtl-pan), 93 ; rule over Khotan, 
171. 

Heracles (?), in clay seal (N. ii. 2), 210, 


355, 390- 

Hgen-to-shan (HgehiUo.sa?i) Vihara, 
built by king Vijayavirya, 186, 581. 

Hgum-stir Vihara, 223. 

‘ Hiarchan, the capital of Cascar ', see 
Yarkand. 

Hie-kan-k'ia-sseu, Uigur general, 5.^6. 

Hinayana or the ‘Little Vehicle’, fol- 
lowed in Chieh-p'an-t'o (Sarikol), 33 ; 
in Wu-sha, 42; studied in Khotan, 
56, 1740.; predominant in Kashgar, 
56, 69, 70; along the northern foot 
of the Hindukush, 57 ; followed in 
one monastery at Chia-pi-shih, ib . ; 
studied in Huo (Kunduz), ib. n.; 
followed in the monastery of Tama- 
sasamgharama in the Panjab, ib. n. 

Hindus, see India. 

hinge (N. 0012. b), 413. 

Hiu Che-sseu, see Hsu-Shih-ssu. 


Hiuan-ying, see HsUan-ying. 

Hiung-nu, defeated by the king of 
Khotan, 120. 

Ho, girl’s name, in Chinese document, 
529 sq. 

Ho Hin-yue, see Ho Hsin-yiieh. 

Ho Hsin-yiieh, name of debtor, in 
Chinese document, 276, 529 sq. 

Ho-lao-lo-chia, legend of, 455; told of 
Uzun-Tati, 460. 

Ho-lu, a Kagan of the Western Turks, 
59- 

Ho-lu, a Magian, 71. 

Ho-p'an-fo, name of Sarikol in T'ang 
Annals, 27. See Sarikol. 

Ho-thian, Manchu name of Khotan, 
155. See Khotan. 

Ho-tien, modem Chinese name of 
Khotan, 155. See Khotan. 

Hoernle, Dr. A. F. Rudolf, assistance 
rendered by, vi, xii ; ‘ Report on the 
British Collection of Antiquities from 
Central Asia’, v, 100, 204, 521 sqq. ; 
on Sino-KharosthI coins, 204 ; on 
Khotan antiques, 207; on MSS. found 
at Dandan-Uiliq, 145, 150, 257 sqq. 
(Sec. iv and v passim), 295 sqq. ; on 
inscribed wooden tablet (Rawak), 
305, 306; on Brahmi MSS. from 
Endere, 425, 439 sq. 

Hbgberg, Mr., Swedish missionary, visit 
to Ak-sipil, 474, 475; ‘Codices 
Hbgberg’, 51 1. 

Homo Alpinus, see Lapouge. 

hom spoon (N. xv. 001. i), 374, 411. . 

horse, terra-cotta (Yotkan), zrr ; fresco 
(Dandan-Uiliq), 248. 

Hou-kouo, see Hu-kuo. 

Houei, see Lung Hui. 

Houei-ho, see Huei-ho. 

Houei-ta, see Hui-ta. 

Houei-yun, see Hui-yun. 

Hsi-chil-pan {Si-kiu-pan), name of Chu- 
chil-po in the Pei shih, 91 n., 93. 

Hsi-ning period, coin of, 576, 579. 

Hsi-shan, name of Khotan capital in 
the T'ang Annals, 167 n. 

Hsi-to, Si-to (Sita or Yarkand or 
Zarafshan river), identified with the 
Tash-kurghan or Taghdumbash 
river, 27, 35, 42; called Meng-chin 
by Sung-Yiin, 29, 35- . ■ . 

Hsi-yeh (Si-ye), identified with Yul-arik, 
91, 92. 

Hsi-yil-chi, 32, 98. See Hstian-tsang. 

Hsin Li-cKan, imperial envoy, men- 
tioned in Chinese sgraffito, 432, 546. 

Hsiu-mo-pa, king of Khotan, 167. 

Hsli Shih-ssu, name of lady, on Chinese 
document, 527. 

HsUan-tsang, Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, 
account of Po-lu-lo, 6 n. ; mentions 
Shang-riii, 15 n. ; includes under 
Shang-mi the whole Chitral valley, 

1 6 n.; journey over the Pamirs, 
27, 30 sq.; route into Sarikol, 30; 
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description of Sarikolj 33 ; of its royal 
family, 34 ; of buildings in the capital, 
37 ; and of sacred sites in Sarrkol, 
39 ; route from Sarikol to Kashgar, 
42 sqq.; account of Wu-sha, 42, 88; 
account of Kashgar, 6g sq. ; on 
Stupa construction, 83; account of 
ChS-chu-chia, 89 sq. ; itinerary from 
Kashgar to Ch6-chu-chia, 89 n. ; 
route from ChB-chil-chia to Ch'ii-sa- 
tan-na, 98 sq. ; his legend of the 
sacred rats, 120 sq., 264 sq. ; account 
of the Khotanese, 139, 141, 174; 
alludes to Khotan chronicles, 132 ; 
legend of the origin of Khotan, 
156 sq. ; his preference for easy 
marches, 173 n.; his stay in, and 
description of, Khotan, 173 sq. ; ac- 
count of Mount Golniga, 185 sq. ; 
his convent of So-mo-j6 identified, 
194 n., 223 sq. ; account of buildings 
in and near capital of Khotan, 202, 
223 sqq.; legend of the NaginI of 
‘ the drum-lake’, 2 27 sq.; legend of the 
Lu-shS convent and the introduction 
of sericulture into Khotan, 229, 259; 
account of the introduction of Bud- 
dhism into Khotan, 231; errors in 
estimate of distances, 235; account 
of Ni-jang, 311, 435; of Tu-huo-lo, 
435; of Fi-mo, 455. 

HsUan-tsung, Chinese Emperor, eflforts 
against the Tibetans, 5, 7 ; constitutes 
Little P'o-lU a military territory, ' 7 ; 
extension of Chinese authority in his 
reign, 62 sq., 428; abdicates, 63. 
HsUan-ying, Buddhist monk, 277, 531 . 
Hu-kuo convent, records from, 273 sqq., 
5 £ 6 , 529 ; meaning of the name, 277, 
526 n. 

Hu-lor, Naga king, 232. 

Hu-mi or Wakhan, mentioned in the 
T'ang Annals, 7, 8; by Wu-k'ung, 
16 n. 

Hu.then, 160. See U-then. 

Huan-na, Chinese name of Khotan, 
153 \ perhaps a local pronunciation, 
154. See Khotan. 

Huang Daloi, Amban of Keriya, assis- 
tance rendered by, vii, 310, 444, 432, 
466. 

Huang-kuang-ta, Tao-tai of Kashgar, 

517- 

Huei-ho, or Uigurs, 53 i, 535 , 536 . See 
Uigurs. 

Hui-sh8ng, Buddhist pilgrim, route 
through She-mi, r4 ; on the language 
of Chu-chii-po, 90 sq. ; on Buddhism 
in Chu-chii-po, 92 sq.; on Khotan, 

Hui-ta, Buddhist monk, 532 . 

Hui-yiin, Buddhist monk, 532 . 
human remainsfoundatTiiga-dong, 466. 
Huns, White, see Hephthalites. 

Hunza, characteristics of, 19; mountain 
tracks in, 20. 


Huo-ian, name of Khotan' used by the 
Hu (the people of Central Asia), 153 , 
154. <7/j£» Khotan. 

‘ /, also called Nu ’, mentioned in 
Chinese documents (N. xv. 08, 192), 
372, 5 i 0 . 

I-fa, Buddhist monk, 27.7, 531 . 

I-kan-cKi, village near Yarkand city, 
57 ’ n. 

I-kuan, river, 97 . 

I-nai, in kingdom of Chu-chil-pan, 91, 
92. 

I-ta, see Hephthalites. 

ibe.x, carved (N. xx. or), 377, 413. 

Ibrahim, villager from Niya, 312, 316, 
32O) 339 - 

Ibrahim Akhun, Darogha, from Keriya, 
316, 444, 466, 472. 

Ibrahim Mulla, forger of MSS., 508, 
510 sq. 

Ibrahim, Mulla, of Halal-bagh, 226. 

ice-pit at Niya Site, 329. 

Ilchi, name of the modern town of 
Khotan, 137, 522 n.; also name of 
a canton, 131 n.; (?) connected with 
Li-yul, 155 ; earliest mention of, ib. n.; 
possible original use of the name, 
156 n. 

Imam Ja'far Sadiq, Mazar and legend 
of, 313- 

Imam-Musa-Qasim’s Mazar, 233. 

Imam Shakir Padshah, killed at Kaptar- 
Mazar, 119, 121. 

India, Chinese relations with north-west 
confines of, 5; said to adjoin the 
kingdom ofP'i-shan, 103; the Hindus 
said to have called Khotan CKil-ian, 
i 53 > 154 J legend of an Indian im- 
migration into Khotan, as told by 
Hsiian-tsang, 156 sqq. ; in the ‘Annals 
of Li-yuI’, 160 sqq., 581 sq. ; early 
use of an Indian language in Khotan, 
163; date of supposed Indian immi- 
gration into Khotan, 164; racial traces 
of Indian immigration, 165. 

India, Government of, acquires Central- 
Asian antiquities, v ; sanctions Stein’s 
expedition, vi ; and his deputation to 
England to elaborate results, x. 

Indian Buddhist pilgrims, see Dharma- 
candra, Dharmagupta, Jinagupta, 
Kumarajiva. 

Indian influence on literature and writing 
of Khotan, viii, 174; Indian motives in 
appUqud pottery ornaments (Yotkan), 
207; in intaglios, 209; in frescoes 
(Dandan-Uiliq), 233 ; in painted 
panels, 278, 279; in rug (N. vii. 3), 
334; on chairs (N. vii. 4), 334; 
(N. xii. 3), 336. See also Gandhara, 
Graeco-Buddhist. 

Indo-Scythian barbarian, referred to in 
Chinese document (N. xv. 53), 372. 

Indo-Scythian coins, found at Yotkan, 
203. 


Indo-Scythi'c type, in intaglio (Y. 008. b), 
210, 211 ; (I. 001), 220. 

ink, Chinese, piece found at Endere 
site (E. oor. a), 438, 442. 

ink, on Kharo.sthl and Chinese tablets, 
347 - 

inscribed wooden tablets, see tablets. 

inscriptions, in Brahml characters, 248; 
Chinese and Tibetan, see sgraffiti. 

intaglios, see seals. 

Iran, intaglios from, found at Yotkan, 
209. 

Iranian dialect, spoken in Sarikol, 25, 
26, 91 ; in ancient Karghalik and 
Khotan, 90 sq. 

Iranian influences, in Sarikol, 25, 26, 
38 ; in paintings (Dandan-Uiliq), 260 ; 
on names in Kharosthi documents 
(Niya Site), 366. See also Persian. 

Iranian (Eastern) ‘ unknown language 
271. 

(Dandan-Uiliq), inscriptions, below 
frescoes (D. ii. 08), 248; in MSS. 
(D. III. 12), 257, 295 ; (D. IV. 6), 265, 
296; (D. V. 8), 269, 297; (D. VI. 2), 
274. 297; (D. VI. 6), 274,, 297; 
(D. (T.) 017), 283, 303; (D. (T.) 
018), 303; on wooden beam (D. X. 6), 
262, 301 ; on wooden tablets (D. v. 
3, 4), 269, 296. 

(Rawak), on wooden tablet (D.R. 
01, 02), 305,, 306. 

Irik-aghzi, see Arik-aghzi. 

Irkeshtam, identified with Ptolemy’s 
bptirjrqpiov, 55, 518. 

iron arrow-head (?), (K. oor. b), 451; 
(K. 002. n), 452; buckle (N. 008), 
381, 414. 

irrigation, near Kashgar, 73; at Guma 
and Mokuila, 100 ; difficulties of 
irrigation in oases east of Khotan, 
96, 1 1 3, 123, 383, 384; facilities for 
the irrigation of the Khotan oasis, 
126; its administrative divisions con- 
form to the canal-system, 131 ; irri- 
gation of Domoko oasis, 459. 

irrigation, silt-deposits from, see silt- 
deposits. 

irrigation works, ancient, at Kergah 
Nullah, 19; at Dandan-Uiliq, 285; 
at Ak-sipil, 474. 

Islam, established at Kashgar, 63; in- 
troduced into Khotan, 119, 121, 138, 

1 81; Ziarats on old Buddhist sites, 
121, 1 40 n. ; Islam in modern Khotan, 
140. See also local worship, Mazars, 
Ziarats. 

Islam Akhun, treasure-seeker, his ‘ find- 
places ’, 100 sq., 102; his ‘old 
books ’, 108 n. ; Ak-sipil, said to be 
one of his ‘find-places’, 474, 475 n. ; 
his forgeries, 507 sqq.; arrested, 509 ; 
cross-examined, zb. ; confesses, 510 ; 
describes his methods, 512; his pre- 
vious punishments, 313. 

Islam Beg, Darogha, 514. 5 1 6- 
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Chinese Niu-t'ou, i86 ; identified 
with the present Kohmari hill, 185, 
189; HsUan-lsang’s account, 185 sq., 
235; Mazar of Kohmari, 187: 
sacred cave described, 187 sq.; con- 
tinuity of local worship, 189 ; ex- 
tracts from the Gosrhga Vyakarana, 
584 sq. 

Gosrhga-vyakarana, on the first settle- 
ment ofKhotan, 162 n., 584 sq. 
Graeco-Buddhist art, survival of mo- 
tives, in unglazed pottery from 
Togujai, HI ; connexion ivith 
Khotan art, viii, 118, 209, 500; 
similar motives found in Khotan art, 
207,221. a/ro Gandhara. 

‘ Great Vehicle', see Mahayana. 
Grenard, M. F., on legends of Mu- 
hammadan saints in Khotan, 121; 
account of Khotan, 123, 136, 140 n., 
141 ; and its industries, 134; on the 
population of Eastern Turkestan, 
138 n., 147; on history of Turkish 
dynasty of Kashgar, 180 sq. ; 
identifies Hsiian-tsang’s Hill of 
Go&hga with Kohmari, 185 ; on 
find-place of Kharosthi MS., 188 ; 
on etymology of Kohmari, 190; 
identifies Yotkan with the ancient 
capital ofKhotan, id., 199; on tomb 
of ‘ Keytous Maghrebi ’, 2290.; on 
legend of Imam Ja'far Sadiq, 313; 
on ruins near Charchan, 443 ; on 
legendary of Mahmud Karam Kabuli, 
449, 463 ; visit to Ak-sipil, 474. 
Grhapati (Chi-li-ho-po-ti) Naga, 190^ 
Griggs, Mr. W., xiv. 
grotesque figures, see terra-cotta, 
ground-level, changed by irrigation, see 
silt-deposits. 

Guhyal, see Wakhan. 

Guhyal, Little, in Hunza, 2 r. 
guitar, see rabab. 

Gulakhma, oasis, 465, 468. 

Guma, oasis, identified with P‘i-shan, 
97, 103; described, 99, 100; seal 
said to have been found near G., 103, 
109. 

Gumbaz, of the ‘King of Chin and 
Machin’, Mauri-Tim Stupa so named, 

85. 

Gupta characters, upright, see Brahmi. 
Gurez, ancient Dara/puri {?), 4. 
gypsum, see stucco. 

Ha-shih-ha-rh, Chinese transcription of 
Kashgar, 48 n. 

Haidar, Mirza, on Yarkand, 43 ; ac- 
count of the city of Kashgar, 73 n. ; 
on spoliation of ancient remains in 
Eastern Turkestan, 82, 226 ; on 
flight of Aba Bakr, 130 ; on tombs 
of ‘martyrs’ in Khotan, 1400.; on 
the rivers of the Turkestan desert, 449. 
Halal-bagh, hamlets near Khotan, 227. 
haloes, see nimbus. 


Han dynasty, coins of, see wti-chu. 

Han princess, legend of, at Chieh-p'an- 
t'o, 34 sq. 

Han-mi, 467. See Yii-mi. 

Han-mo, town, visited by Sung Yiin, 
456; identified with P'i-mo, 457. 

Haii-p'an-f o, capital of Sarikol, described 
by Sung Yiin, 29. 

Han-t'o, .27. See Sarikol. 

Hang-gu-jo, identified with Hanguya, 
161, 471. 

Hanguya Tati, identified with Hang- 
gu-jo, 161, 471; route to, 470; 
antiques acquired, 471. 

Hart, Mr. H., xiv. 

Hasa, hamlet, near Guma, 102. 

Hasa, burial-ground near Moji, iii 
sq.; bronze ornament found, 112, 
IIS- 

Hasa-Tam, ddbris-area, 79; dry river- 
bed near, 80. 

Hasan Basii, Sultan, tomb of, 472. 

Hasan Boghra Khan (Abu’l-Hasan 
Nasr Ilik Qara Khan), ruler of 
Kashgar, i8i. 

Hasha, 468. 

Hedin, Dr. Sven, on the topography of 
Eastern Turkestan, x; his ‘ancient 
city Taklamakan’ identical with Dan- 
dan-Uiliq, 236 ; at Dandan-Uiliq, 
243; on the old course ofKeriya river, 
286 sq.; atKara-dong, 444 sq. ; fol- 
lows Keriya river route, 450; gives 
specimen of forged MS., 51 1. 

hei-han, Chinese transcription of Khakan 
(Khan), 180. 

Hephthalites (I-ta, Yeh-tas), or White 
Huns, in Tokharistan, iin., 14; in 
Eastern Turkestan, 38 ; their empire, 
ib. ; destroyed by the Western Turks, 
ib. ; possible influence of their domi- 
nation on the language of the people 
of Karghalik, 91; in Chu-chil-po 
(Chu-chti-pan), 93 ; rule over Khotan, 
171. 

Heracles (?), in clay seal (N. ii. 2), 210, 
355. 39°- 

Hgen-to-shan {Hgehu.to.ian') Vihara, 
built by king Vijayavirya, 186, 581. 

Hgum-stir Vihara, 223. 

‘ Hiarchan, the capita! of Cascar ’, see 
Yarkand. 

Hie-kan-k'ia-sseu, Ui^r general, 5.?6. 

Hmayana or the ‘Little Vehicle’, fol- 
lowed in Chieh-p'an-t'o (Sarikol), 33 ; 
in Wu-sha, 42; studied in Khotan, 
56, i74n.; predominant in Kashgar, 
56, 69, 70 ; along the northern foot 
of the Hindukush, 57 ; followed in 
one monastery at Chia-pi-shih, ib.-, 
studied in Huo (Kunduz), ib. n. ; 
followed in the monastery of Tama- 
sasamgharama in the Panjab, ib. n. 

Hindus, see India. 

hinge (N. 0012. b), 415. 

Hiu Che-sseu, see Hsu-Shih-ssu. 


Hiuan-ying, see HsUan-ying. 

Hiung-nu, defeated by the king of 
Khotan, 120. 

Ho, girl’s name, in Chinese document, 
5.29 sq.. 

Ho Hin-yue, see Ho Hsin-yileh. 

Ho Hsin-yiieh, name of debtor, in 
Chinese document, 276, 529 sq. 

Ho-lao-lo-chia, legend of, 455; told of 
Uzun-Tati, 460. 

Ho-lu, a Kagan of the Western Turks, 
59- 

Ho-lu, a Magian, 71. 

Ho-p'an-fo, name of Sarikol in T'ang 
Annals, 27. See Sarikol. 

Ho-thian, Manchu name of Khotan, 
155. See Khotan. 

Ho-Cien, modern Chinese name of 
Khotan, 155. See Khotan. 

Hoernle, Dr. A. F. Rudolf, assistance 
rendered by, vi, xii; ‘Report on the 
British Collection of Airtiquities from 
Central Asia’, v, ibo, 204, 521 sqq. ; 
on Sino-KharosthI coins, 204 ; on 
Khotan antiques, 207; on MSS. found 
at Dandan-Uiliq, 145, 150, 257 sqq. 
(Sec. iv and v passim), 295 sqq. ; on 
inscribed wooden tablet (Rawak), 
305. 306; on Brahmi MSS. from 
Endere, 425, 439 sq. 

Hbgberg, Mr., Swedish missionary, visit 
to Ak-sipil, 474, 475; ‘Codices 
Hogberg’, 511, 

Homo Alpinus, see Lapouge. 

horn spoon (N. xv. 00 r. i), 374, 411. 

horse, terra-cotta (Yotkan), 21 1 ; fresco 
(Dandan-Uiliq), 248. 

Hou-kouo, see Hu-kuo. 

Houei, see Lung Hui. 

Houei-ho, see Huei-ho. 

Houei-ta, see Hui-ta. 

Houei-yun, see Hui-yiin. 

Hsi-chii-pan {Si-kiu-pan), name of Chu- 
chit-po in the Pei shih, 91 n., 93. 

Hsi-ning period, coin of, 576, 579. 

Hsi-shan, name of Khotan capital it} 
the T'ang Annals, 167 n. 

Hsi-to, Si-to (Sita or Yarkand or 
Zarafshan river), identified with the 
Tash-kurghan or Taghdumbash 
river, 27, 35, 42 ; called Meng-chin 
by Sung-Yfin, 29, 35- . - . 

Hsi-yeh (Si-ye), identified ivith Yul-arik, 
91, 92. 

Hsi-yU-cki, 32, 98. See HsUan-tsang. 

Hsin Li-cKan, imperial envoy, men- 
tioned in Chinese sgraffito, 432, 546. 

Hsiu-mo-pa, king ofKhotan, 167. 

Hsu Shih-ssu, name of lady, on Chinese 
document, 527. 

HsUan-tsang, Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, 
account of Po-lu-lo, 6 n.; mentions 
Shang-rni, 15 n. ; includes under 
Shang-mi the whole Chitral valley, 
16 n. ; journey over the Piimirs, 
27, 30 sq.; route into Sarikol, 30; 
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.IcKiiptioa cf Sanliol, 33 J of ils rojal 
Lj.'.iJ)-, 34 : of buildings in ihc capiial, 
•57; and of wca-d tites in Sarikol, 
39; route from .S.irikol to Ka.-hgar, 
41 ‘qq.; account of Wu-aha, ^2, 88; 
iio/unt of Kaibgar, 69 tq. ; on 
S!U[.a ccnittuciion, 83; account of 
Clwi.bti'oliia, 89 sq. ; itinerary from 
Kidigat to Cbc-cliU-cliia, 89 n. ; 
route from Cl.e-chU-cliia to Ch'Q-ta- 
tan-na, 98 stj.; his legend of the 
wacd rats, tio aj., 364 sq. ; account 
of the Kholancsc, 139, 141, 174; 
ahudes to Khotan chronicles, 152; 
Icgcttei of the origin of Kliotan, 
tj6 bq.; hi.s preference for easy 
(tiarthcs, 173 n. ; hia stay in, and 
(Ic-.crijiiion of, Kliotan, 173 sq.; ac- 
count of .Mount Go.'rhga, 185 sq. ; 
his consent of .So-ino-j6 identified, 
194 It., 233 SCI.; account of buildings 
ill and near capital of Khotan, 202, 
333 tqq.; legend of the NilginI of 
‘ il.t dnini-lakc’, 337 sep; legend of the 
I.u-'die convent and the introduction 
of leiiculturc into Khotan, 229. 339; 
accoDin of the introduction of Ilud- 
dliiuii into Khotan, 331; errors in 
c-tmute of distances, 335; account 
of Ni-jatig, 311, 433; of Tu-huo-lo, 
4 . 13 : of I'i-mo, 435. 

Hium-tsufig, Chinese Einjwror, efforts 
igAiiui the Tibetans, 3, 7 ; constitutes 
I.iiile I'oAq a military territory, 7 ; 
cj;tcti!,ion of Chinese authority in his 
triftn, 63 sq., 438; abdicates, 63. 
lli'iiii-jing, ijuddhist monk. 277, 531- 
llu-kiio convent, records from, 373 sqq., 
53il, 539 ; meaning of the name, 377, 
0-6 n. 

Hu-1, r, Niga king, 233. 

Hu till or Wakloiii, mentioned in the 
I'lUt; Annals, 7, 3 ; by Wu-k'ung-, 
to n. 

/.'u .-'.ff, if.o, U-tlicn. 

Chinese n.»n’.c of Kliotan, 
■f'i; pciiui.'-i .3 local 5)ionunci.Uioii, 
•.* 4 . .loY Khotan. 

Hus;, .7 Ui'v-.g Amb.m of Kcriy.i, a.s’is- 
ViU-c teuilettj by, vii, jro, 444, 432, 
v'-O. 

.••hu.ir.g.ia, Tao-t.ii of K 3 'hg,ir, 
T* 

1-0. cr Uigut.v, 53 {, 535. 53<l . 9 f.' 

1... ’“.vig, luiddlii'a j' 4 'gi-im, ro'utc 
-‘'J-iti *4; on the h:!,"uagc 

’ • 0 ; „ cl.U-jsv. 90 ;q. ; on llud.D.i-ni 
"• V i;4 i»j, ; on Ki.ot.-.n, 

t;i- 



//r.-S'/jw, name of Khotan used by the 
1 lu (the people of Central Asia), 153, 
154. Su also Khotan. 

'I, also called Ku', mentioned in 
Chinese documents (N. w. c8, 192), 

372. 

I-fa, liuddhist monk, 277, 531. 
I-kmi-elii, village near Yarkand city, 
67 n. 

I-kuan, river, 97. 

I-nai, in kingdom of Chu-cliii-pan, 91, 
92. 

I-ta, rre Ilepbthalitcs. 
iljes, carved (N, or), 377, 413. 
Ibrahim, villager from Niya, 312, 316, 
320. 339 - 

Ibrahim -\khun, Darogha, from Kenya, 
3 i<». 444 . 466, 472. 

Ibrrditm Afulla, forger of MSS., 508, 
510 sq. 

Ibralilm, Mul!2, of Halal-bagh, 226. 
ice-pit at Niya Site, 329. 
llclii, name of tlie modern town of 
Khotan, r37, 5J32 n.; also name of 
a canton, 131 n. ; Q) connected witJi 
Li-yul, 135 ; earliest mention of, ri.n.; 
possible original use of llie name, 
156 n, 

Im. 3 m Ja'far S 3 diq, Mazdr and legend 
of, 313- , , 

Imam-.Mus3-Qa.sim s Afaz-lr, 233. 

Im.am Shakir I’adsli.Mi, killed at Kapiar- 
.Mazar, 119, tzi. 

India, Chinese relations with north-west 
confines of, 5 ; s-rid to adjoin the 
kingdom of P'i-shan, 103; the Hindus 
saiti to have called Khotan Ch'il-I.ir>, 
• 53. tr>4: legend of an Indian im- 
migration into Khotan, as told by 
Hsdan-tsang, 136 sijq. ; in the ‘Annals 
of Li-yul*. 160 sqq., 581 sq. ; early 
a-.e of an Indian language in Kliotan, 
163; date of supposed Indian immi- 
gr.ition into Kliotan, 164 ; racial traces 
of Indian iminigtation, 165. 

India, Government of, acquiics Central- 
A.sian antiquities, v; sanctions Stein’s 
cxiiediiion, vi; and his deputation to 
Kiiglaitd to chibomte results, .v. 

Indian IluJdhht i>ilgrim.s r.-r Dliarma- 
candm, DKumagupta, jinaguj.U, 
Kuniarajiva. 

InJi-in iailucKCc on literature and writing 
of Khotan. vai, 174; Indian motives in 
‘vV ornaments (YotLon), 

' 1!'* frescoes 

U>jri„i:!-Lila}), 153 ; in pointed 
i -me.s, 378. 379; in n:g (N. vii. 3), 
en chiiis (\. ui. 4)^ 33^ . 

,, • -ih 350. Are Gandhlra, 

Ir,..;pScyii;ua barbarian, re.'crred to in 
S....o-Kyd;;a:j cttrai, feund at VetJun. 


.134; 
'.N. ; 


Indo-Scy tiiic type, in intaglio (Y. coS. b\ 
310 , 2II ; (I. 001), 230 . 
ink, Chinese, piece found at Endere 
site (E. oot. a), 438, 442. 
ink, on KharoyUii and Chinese tablets, 

347 - 

inscribed wooden tablets, uf tablets, 
inscriptions, in Brahmi characters, 34S; 

Chinese and Tibetan, sa sgraffiti, 
intaglios, .ve se.al 3 . 

Iran, imagltos from, found at Yotk.an. 
209. 

Iranian dialect, spoken in Sarikol, 35. 
26. 91 ; in ancient Karglralik and 
Khotan, 90 sq. 

Iranian inllucnces, in Sarikol, 35, 36, 
38 ; in paintings (Dandan-Uiliq), 260 ; 
on names in Kharojiln documents 
(Niya Site), 366. Su ci.'scf Persian. 
Iranian (Eastern) * unknown language 
371- 

(Dandan-Uiliq), inscriptions, below 
frescoes (D. ii. oS), 24S; in MSS. 
(D. III. rs), 237, 295; (D.1V.6). 263, 
296 ; (D. Y. 8h 269, 297 ; (D. vt. 2), 
274. 297; (D. VI. 6), 374. 297; 
(D. (T.) oii), 283, 303; (D. (T.) 
018), 303; on wooden beam (D. 6), 

262, 301 ; on wooden tablets (D. v. 
3, 4), 269, 396. 

(Kawak), on wooden tablet (D.R. 
OJ, 02), 303. 306- 
Irik-aghzi, set rViik-aghzi. 

Irkeslit.am, identified with Ptolemy’s 

ii/)/i9Ti;pioi', 55, 518. 
iron arrow-head (.’), (K. 001. b), 451; 
(K. 002. n), 433; buckle (N. 008), 
381. 4 t 4 - 

irrigation, near Kashgar, 75; at Giima 
and Mokuil.a, lOo ; difficulties of 
irrigation in oases cast of Khotan, 
9b, t i3, 125, 383, 384; facilities for 
the irrigation of the Khotan oasis, 
126; its administrative divisions con- 
fonn to the c.anal-system, 131; irri- 
gation of Domoko oasis, 459. 
irrigation, silt-deposits from, see silt- 
deposits. 

irrigtuion works, ancient, at Kergah 
Nullah, 19; at Dandun-Uiliq, 285; 
at .-\k-sipil, 474. 

Islam, esiablislied at Kashgar, 65; in- 
troduced into Kliotan, rip, 12s, 1^8, 

I Sr; Zilrats on old Buddhist sites, 

1 2 1 , r 4 o n. ; Islam in modem Khotan, 

140. See also local worship, Mazirs, 
ZiJrats. 

Islam Akhiin, treasure-seeker, his ‘&id- 
fibces', ICO sq., loz; bis ‘c!d 
bocks' loS n.; -Ik-srpil, said to be 
one cf his ' txcd-cEces 474. 4 73 n. ; 
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Ispahbad, referred to in Judaeo-Persian 
document, 308, 570, 572 sq. 

Issedon Serica, of Ptolemy, now Khotan, 

134- 

Istami (Dizabul or Silzibul), Kbakan of 
the Western Turks, 58. 

Ltsce, i.e. _)'£(■ shih, 'yii stone’, the 
Chinese name of jade, r33 n. 

ivory, carving (Kb. 008), 209, 222; die 
(N. XV. 004), 374, 4n. 

Jabgu, title of the sovereign chiefs of 
the Western Turks (Chinese Shih-hu), 
11,13,580. 

Jacobite Christians, see Christianity. 

jade (Chinese_>'fl, Turk! kdsh), found at 
Wu-sha, 42, 44; the jade trade in 
Turkestan, 50 n. ; jade found near 
Yarkand, 87 n.; at Tzfi-ho, 92 n. ; 
in Khotan, rga sq. ; mentioned in 
Former Han Annals, 167; statue of 
Buddha, mentioned in Annals of the 
Liang Dynasty, 170; jade mentioned 
in the Liang Annals, tb. ; in the Pr/ 
sAiA, 1 71; in T'ang Annals, 172; 
seals engraved in jade, mentioned in 
Liang Annals, 173; mentioned by 
HsUan-tsang, 174; jade girdle sent 
by king of Khotan to the Chinese 
emperor, 1750.; a Chinese official 
sent to Khotan to purchase jade 
articles for the emperor, 177; ac- 
count of jade in Khotan in Report 
of Chinese Mission, Posterior Han 
Dynasty, 179; jade sent to the 
Chinese emperor, 180; jade in the 
Kara-kash river, 187; at Yotkan, 
191 ; at Chalma-kazan, 234; from 
Endere (E. 006. f), 442 ; jade pits at 
Kumat, 472; from Ak-sipil, miniature 
battle-axe (A. 002. b), 482. 

Jagalu Khalkhalu of Machin, ruler of 
Khotan, 18 r. 

Jamada, ancient site, 233. 

jars, see terra-cotta, pottery. 

Je-Ch‘iang nomads, mentioned in For- 
mer Han Annals, 167. 

Jen tsung, Chinese Emperor, coin found, 
461. 

jigda (olive), 13T, 282, 337 ; as building 
material, 449. 

Jigdalik-bulung, farm, 383, 418. 

Jinagupla, Indian pilgrim, connects the 
name of Kashgar with the Khasas, 
51 n.; mentions Yu-t'ien or Khotan, 
172. 

Jitroghavarsman, king, 367. 

Johnson, W. H., visit to Khotan, 123 ; 
route from the Upper Kara-kash 
to Khotan, 129 n. ; makes no men- 
tion of Yotkan, 193 n. 

(Jom lorn. Upper province, mentioned 
in Tibetan sgraffito, 432, 569. 

Joyce, Mr. T. A., on the racial affinities 
of the Khotanese, xiii, 144, 145. 

Juan-juan, invade Khotan, 170. 
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Judaeo-Persian document (D. 001), 302, 
306 ; published by Professor Margo- 
liouth, 307 sq., 570 sqq. ; Mr. Cowley 
on the Hebrew writing, 307, 571 sq. 

JuLiEN, Stanislas, on the name Ni-jang, 
3 ”- 

Jumbe-kum, or Jumhe-kalmak, desert 
site, 483, 502 sq., 506. 

Jung-lu, small state east of Khotan, in 
Former Han Annals, 167 in Annals 
of the Three Kingdoms, 1 68. 

ICa-sha, see Ch‘ta-sha. 

K'a-shih, see Chia-shih. 

Kacha, village, 227. 

Kafiristan, identified with ShS-mi, 14; 
original extent of, 15. 

Kafir tribes, extent of, 15. 

K'at\ character in Chinese sgraffito, 428. 

K'ai-yiian period, coins of, 234, 283, 
576, 577 - 

Kakshal, ‘ Tati ’ near, 106 ; objects 
found, 109. 

Kala, title, in Kharosihi document, 366. 

Kala-sulaghi, colony, 383. 

Kalhana, author of the Rajatarangitii, 
refers to the Dud'‘khut Pass, 2 ; ac- 
count of the Dards of the Kisanganga 
Valley, 3 ; limited knowledge of the 
Dard valleys, 4, 51 n.; mentions the 
Khavas, 51 ; legend of the foundation 
of ^rlnagara, 159. 

Kalta-qerin, grazing ground, 444. 

R'an, garrison town, 17S; identified 
with P'i-mo, 463 n., 522 n. 

Kan-su, districts in, referred to in 
Chinese documents from Niya Site, 
371. 537 . 538. 

K'ang-kiu, 545. See Soghd. 

Kaniska, the founder of the YUeh-chih 
dominion in Gandhara, receives 
Chinese hostages, 56, 57 n. ; coins 
of, found at Yotkan, 205, 575, 576. 

Kanjur, Tibetan Jext from the, 426, 
549 sqq. See Salistaroba-sutra. 

Kanjutis, slave-hunters, 24. 

Kao-ch'ang, see Turf an. 

Kao Chli-hui, his report on Chinese 
mission to Khotan, 179; on posi- 
tion of ancient capital of Khotan, 
200. 

Kao Hsien-chih, campaign against the 
Tibetans in Little P'o-lii, 8, 63, 177 ; 
march across the Pamirs, 8 ; capture 
of Lien-yun, 9; invasion of Yasin, 
/A; fame of his expedition, 10; 
expedition into Chieh-shih, x i ; de- 
feated by the Arabs, 16., 63. 

Kao-tsung, Chinese emperor, relations 
with the king of Khotan, 175. 

Kapagan Kagan, chief of the Northern 
Turks, 62. 

Kapisa, see Chia-pi-shih. 

Kaptar-Khana, ‘ the Pigeon House,’ 
near MaurT-Tim, 83. 

Kaptar-Mazdr,'6aiei Pigeons’ Sanctuary,’ 


- popular name of Kum-rabdl-Padshd- 
hiin, q. v. 

Kara-chilan, grazing ground, 453. 

Kara-dobe, 'the Black Mound,' Tati, 
remains from, 515. 

Kara-dong, ‘ the Black Hillocks,' situa- 
tion, 444 ; called Ak-tiken by Turdi, 
445; route to, 445 sq.; excavation 
of ruined quadrangle, 446 sqq.; ob- 
jects found, 447, 451 sq.; ancient 
cereals, 448 ; period of abandonment, 
450. 

Kara-kash, ‘ [the river of] Black Jade,' 
124; origin of the name, 132; iden- 
tified with 'the upper bank of the 
river’ U-lhen, 162; formerly called 
GomatT, 169, 186; silt deposited by, 
X96 sq. See also Yangi-Darya. 

Kara-kash, town of Khotan, r37, 268, 
522 n., 5x4. 

Kara-Khitai, rule over Eastern Turke- 
stan, 183; occupy Khotan, 463. 

Kara-kir, Darya, 453, 468. 

Kara-kir Langar, oasis, 459, 468. 

Kara-kul Mazar (‘the Mazar of the 
Black Lake ’), loi. 

Kara-ochke-bltiirgan (‘ where the black 
goat sat ’), shepherd station, 420. 

Kara-sai, canton of Khotan, 131 n. sq. 

Kara-shabr ( Wu-ch'i, Ven-ch'i), king of, 
taken prisoner by the Chinese, 59; 
included among the ‘Four Garrisons ’, 
60; visited by Wu-k'ung, 64, 536; 
in Later Han Period, 168; pays 
tribute to the Emperor Wu ti, 537 ; 
under the Tsin dynasty, 542 sqq. 

kara-su, 'black water’ (spring flood), 
94, 126, 445. 

Kara Targaz, for Karatagh-aghzi, loi n. 

Karachar, see Kara-shahr. 

Karakir-Tim (‘ the mound of the black 
ridge’), ruined mound, xi6 sq. 

KaranghuTtagh, valley, 129; mentioned 
by Mirza Haidar, 130. 

Karatagh-aghzi, tor. 

Karataghiz, for Karatagh-aghzi, 10 r n. 

Karghalik {Che-chil-chia, Chu-chii-po or 
Chu-chU-pan, Hsi-chU-pan, Tzii-hd), 
Chinese names of, 27, 28, 88, 89; 
oasis of K. described, 89 ; . HsUan- 
tsang's account of Che-chQ-chia, 
89 sq. ; his itinerary from Kashgar 
to ChS-chU-chia, 89 n. ; the Brahmi 
script used in ChS-chti-chia, 90 ; 
varying accounts of the spoken lan- 
guage given by Chinese pilgrims, 90, 
92; political relations, 93 ; road from 
K. to Khotan, 94, 95 ; its antiquity, 
97 ; described in the T'ang Annals, 
97 sq. ; by HsUan-tsang, 98. 

karmadana, see wei-na. 

Kashgar {Kdshghar, Kdshkar, Qdshqar-, 
the Chinese Ch'ia-sha, Ch'i-sha, 
Chieh-cKa, Sha-Ii, Shu-17 or Su-le ; 
the Tibetan ^u-ltg), occupied by the 
Tibetans, 5 ; Chinese and Muham- 
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nuJin names of Klsli^ar, 43, 67; 
Cliir.c£o ciymolo.^ics of ll'.o name, 
4S wj. ; Wc.'-Scsa ciymolo^ics, 7,0; 
iupixised connexion \wtii Klia'j, f,t ; 
^Sa!e^> IWs opinioiv of the \'coi'!c 
of’Ca£far’, 490., 70; called 
in early Tibetan records, 7,0 ; »n^- 
gc-'icil dciiva'.icn fxtim A'.i.T. ‘j-ulc,’ 
.’ 5 . n. ; in ihc AniuU of it.c I'oimcr 
Han Djna.'ty, f,j ; and cf il;e I-itcr 
Han Duujty, ;',j, 37 ; acconni 

given by ^dacJ, .74 ; iinadci! by the 
Great VCch-eh:!;, 57: the Hiiuyana 
School pirsloatinint in, 69 ; de- 
pendent on Khetan, 7,7: fubicct to 
the Hcphthahtcj, '■,8; to i!;e VVc-.tcru 
Tuths, j.h; Chinr'-e amhotity re- 
ci'lah‘i}he.!, no; emtuidcs from ll'.c 
kir.7 of Kidigar to the Imperial 
ccof, 6 j ; <xc’.;j ,’cii by the TiheUiij, 
r.h; cx|»:d.:i*n cf (ijntaiba ihn 
a , W vt**- img 1 aecotmt o, 

K., 64, nn l-diut eivtaU'.idiCvl at 

K., 65 ; rcfetcr.ee i to K. in the d'an^ 
Anna'.', 65 t*;. ; Fadnien’i notice of 
Kt &7 t.}.; vidte-d by Fa*>n!i,< a:;d 
Ta>jo, 69: Hvaan-liang'e actonnl 
cf K-, jx’.; Chrivtiamiy in K., 

7t r-q, ; infajicn cf Kirgln; Moc.d in 
K., J47; war ‘aith, at;.! cotujue-t cf, 
Kheua, jHo sj. ; mentioned in 
Annala tf the Thtee Kin.;..'nm«. it>8 ; 
in K. sv. 9j;. a, h. 371, .737 ! «”<td 
^ Sndig by the Tdetant, ,',8«, 

Kaii.^ar, c:iy c-f, Mitra Haidar'i acccont 
^ cf. 73 m;' citadel cf. ti. 

Kid. ’■aria, Eiitcrn Twlcitan, a icttn 
_ cf tnedern Kitj-da.-i cri^in, 51. 
Kishhir, !u Clnttal 
Kith-idr (Ku-d.ih-mi. Kca-eh.e-mi). 
•Citcs'cr v.a:ch-s;aticni fcf, a; ••idted 
by V.'u-ii'o.'ig, ix; 'Notthern Gate' 
cf, t’j,; Wcitctn Gate fli-lramOU), 4 ; 
called Kn-sh;l;-mi by ih.c Chinese, 
6 ; traii'fxitt cf jup{i!ica to Giljjii, 1 1, 
1 2 : ii.ng cf, an ally cf Chimi, 1 1 , t J I 
called Kctliitr.urby Marco Polo, 14 m; 
utor.sly identified -aith Chi-yin, 53 n. ; 
early connexion •aitb Khoun, tiH; 
rctemlhanccof KliOUii and K. legends, 
«6o; Buddliisrn said to b.'ivc been 
introduced into Khotan from K., idy, 
* 3 *, 231 ; rctcmblaitcc belMccn Kho- 
tar.cic .and Kaihmitls, 16.7; .^rluiis 
_ co.Tjc to Khotan from K., gda £><1; 
Kdtjia dpij, i’lolciny's name for the Kun- 
lun range, not for Kaihgar, go, or 
for ilw Khi-las, 51 ; suggested rcLi- 
^ tion wjih A'mA, ‘ jade,’ 50 n. 

Kisim AkliQn, hunter, 337; engaged 
_ as guide, 338 ; digs wells, 239. 
Kayash, canton of Khotan, 131 n. sq. 
faaJ« (pot), 234. 

KMin-kdl, 433. 

‘Kcnhjn’, province of, identified with 
oases from Kcriya to Chira, 463. 


Kenk-kidh, grasing-gtound, 453, 
gold'diiit, 193. 

Kciiek-glmluk Maidr, flirine, U 3 . 

Kctgah Null.di, tcH.’(i*c.utcd relief of 
Uut!dh.i, 17; ancient w.itct-conduit, 
« 9 . 

Kcriy.i river, j>crhajva itipplicd canals of 
Dandln-Uiliq. j.8g; allcgcdohlcour.'.o 
of, a86 nj. ; once leached 'Ihliiin U., 

. U'h 

Kcri> a, town .ind di.'-tricl, oliicially styled 
by the Chiitcr-e, 153 n., 3 10 m, 
407 ; objects acquiicd at, 467, 41)9; 
age vif town. 467 ; one of the ‘ Six 
Ciiic.v', a68, jl'a' n. 

Kcdiimur, .’ilatco 1 ’olo‘s name for Kadi- 
ndr, 1 4 It. 

(hoc), 338. 

• Kettous .^^aghlcbi', tomb of, 129 n. 

Khakha, hili-tnbe, the ancient Kh.n'as, 
fit It- 

Kha'.che, hamlet, 191, 193, 196, 199, 

ICO. 

•KhSm', rough cotton material, 113, 
ifit. ‘74 ti. 

K!.4n-.t!ik. •.dlagc, .715. 

AV,.:.t-u)' (die Kliini’s rciidencc'), tuina 
nca.', 79 

Khatojthh derivation of the Ictm, 49; 
Ids. ,’-.dd to li.»\c l>ccn found in cave 
at Kohmatl, id.d; iciipl on Sino- 
KlurO;th! coins, 20.7; characters (?) 
on :<aU (11. D. oor. j), 319, (Nh xv. 
24). fififi: lef'l't in ‘laxiU region, 
368 !.<). 

Kharcgthl documents from Niya Site, 
deiijihcrcd and puhliihcd by Prof. 
Kap.ion, xii, 336 364 Kpj. ; con- 

tain v.oids ptobably of Tibetan origin, 
149; lupp-Oft the iradiiioii of an 
immigration from T.-ixila to Khotan, 
163; prove the use of the Kharojihl 
script in lliiid cent. a. n., 305; first 
find of. 313. 3i6£<i(j.; dci-cripiion of 
uhlets, jiS 347 S'l'I- 3571 
documents on leather, 344 sqq. ; de- 
cipherment of Kharoydd documents, 
363 jqq. ; technical terms for, 368 ; 
dale of, 369- 

•KAircf/m, suggested .as an ancient 
name of K-lsli^r, 49 ; as a much 
wider geographical designation, ii. n. 

Khaias, hill-tribes along the whole 
Himalaya range, unconnected with 
Kashgar, .71 ; possibly referred to m 
the term ATidyu////, Jr}.; the modern 
Kiiakha tribe, ii- n. 

Kkiisya or Khityn writing, stt Khayya- 

lipi- 

or Kha^ya writing, more 
probably refers to the Khasas, than 
to K'ia-sha (Ch'ia-sha), Kashgar, 


51. 


‘ Khat ’, writing, 2.76 sqq-. 

•Khitai khats’ (Chinese documents), 

267. 


<x' 


khiiailik sigliir, ‘Chincco earth-bank,’ 

. 434 . 475 - 

Khd, name of Yarkhilii Valley below 
M.isinj, 16 n, 

AVa’./.m.j, rr.fikrit lumc of Khotan, 154, 
367, AVc Khotan. 

KliOia Malieb KhOjani, uc Muhibb 
Klm.lj.i. 

KAt'.'.iriiij, Pr.fikrii name ofKliolan, 154, 
387. AVc Khotan. 

Khuiaii (S.mskrit and Pi.lkrit, 

Of A'us/iiii.ii.t, Kiohtmiut, K/ioJaiui 
orKic/Mta; Chinese, Ch'iai-lurt, Ch'il- 
ut-lM-tht, Ch'U-lan, Ilo-dtn, Huan- 
JiM-laii, yu-fitu, and yil-tun\ 
.^Iancllll,//u•//;/l;/; ; .Mongol, llu-tan, 
O-duM, Tibetan, 

J.i-yul, U-thru {IJuMun)). 

history of the kingdom of Khol.in : 
coni|Ucrcd by Tti-man, 60; alt.ackcd 
!)>■ the Tibetans, Oi ; iiisiorical notices 
of K., 151 sipj. ; Chinc.se rccoitls, 
igr ; Tilictan notices, rgs, 581 sqip; 
ancient names, 153 .'.qq.; modern 
names, 155 ; legendary tradition.s, 
13O iqq. ; H.vUan-isang'3 legend of 
its origin, 156 S([., 1.79; 'PibeUn 
version, 159 s(i.: rcscmhiancc between 
Khotan and K.aslimlr legends, ifio; 
historical h.ickground of legend, 163; 
date of 5upi>oscd Indi.in immigration, 
164; historical notices of K. in 
Chine.' c records, 166 sqq.,' Former 
Han Anit.ds, 166; Later Han Aiimils, 
167 sq. ; Fa- listen’s accoum, 169; 
Liang Annals, 170; Sung YUii's ac- 
count, I'A; Ilui-sheng's account, 171; 
under the White Huns, ii.) during 
the T'ang Period, 172 sqq., 522 n. ; 
dc.scribcd in the T'ang xVnnais, 173 
5 q.; by Hstlan-tsang, 174; included 
in the ‘ Four G.arri 50 iis 175; kings 
of K. iluring the T'ang Period, 175, 
17(5 sq, ; Tibetan inroads, 176; end 
of Chinese supremacy, 177; Cliinesc 
mission to K., under Posterior Han 
Dyn-osty, 178 sq; conquered by Mu- 
hammadan ruler of Kiishgar, 180 sq. ; 
rule of Muharam.id Arslan KliSn, 
461 ; embassies from K. in Sung 
Annals, 182 ; under Kara Khitai and 
Mongol rule, 183, 463; visited by 
Marco Polo, 183; notice in Ming 
Annals, ii.) Yotkrin, on the site of 
the ancient capital, 190, 199; ‘the 
King’s New iilon.'istcry ', near K., 

1 94, 224 ; date of tlie abandonment of 
the ancient capital, uncertain, 156 m, 
206; the territory of K. designated 
‘the Six Cities’, 266, 267, 532 n,; 
early kings of K., 581 sqq. 

art and culture : influence of 
Chinese civilization on Khotan, viii ; 
diversity of cultural influences, ii., 357; 
connexion of its art with Graeco- 
Buddhist art of Gandhara, ii., 118, 
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2og, 500; eastern element in Khotan 
art, 165. See also Gandhara, Graeco- 
Buddhist art. 

population: number, 136 sq.; Kho- 
tan, protected against ethnic invasions, 

1 37 sq. ; effects of the Muhammadan 
conquest, 138; Chinese accounts of 
the Khotanese, 139; Marco Polo's 
account, 139 sq. ; character and 
morals, 141 sq. ; position of women, 

139, 142, 170; physical character- 
istics, 1 43 sq.; racial affinities, 1 44 sq.; 
linguistic evidence of connexion with 
the Galchas, 145; Turki element in 
the population of K., 146; Tibetan 
admixture, 147 sq.; alleged immi- 
gration from China,. 149, 157 sq. ; 
linguistic traces of Tibetan connexion, 
1 49 sq. ; racial traces of Indian and 
Chinese immigration, 165. 

religion : introduction of Bud- 
dhism, 164, 231, 232; accounts of 
Buddhism in Khotan, 169, 170, 171, 
172, 174, 179; disappearance of 
Buddhism, 180, 182; Zoroastrian 
religion in Khotan, 7r, 172; intro- 
duction of Islam, 119, 121, 138, i8i ; 
Ziarats on old Buddhist sites, rar, 
140 n. ; Islam in modern Khotan, 

140. See also Buddhism, Islam, 
local worship. 

oasis: its geographical features, 
123 sq. ; fivers, 124, 171 ; irrigation, 
126; agriculture, 130; administra- 
tive 'divisions, r3i; industrial impor- 
tance, 132; export of jade, 132 sq. ; 
silk, cotton, and wool industries, 133 
sq. ; manufacture of paper, 134 sq. ; 
industries in pottery, glass, and 
metal, 135; gold production, 136; 
ancient sites, 185 sqq.; introduction 
of silkworms, 229 sq. 

Khotan, town of, also called Ilchi, 137, 
523 n. ; Marco Polo’s account, 139 ; 
legend of its foundation, 157, 159; 
called the ‘ Western City ’ in Chinese 
Annals, 166 n. ; and ‘city of the 
Western mountains’, 167 n., 170, 
172 ; captured by Yusuf Qadr Khan, 
181 ; antiques acquired at Khotan 
town, 218 sqq.; Khotan, one of the 
‘ Six Cities’, 268, 522 n. 

Khotana, Prakrit name of Khotan, 154, 
367 ; mentioned in Kharosthi docu- 
ment, 326. See Khotan. 

Khushbel Peak, survey station, 22. 

Khushlashlangar, 129 n. 

Ki-leang, town of Khotan, 522 n. 

Kia-cha, see CKia-sha. 

Kia-che, 66. See Chi'a-shih. 

klchik, ‘shepherd station,’ 420. 

Kichik-Dche, ‘the Little Mound,’ near 
Kashgar, 78. 

Kien, district, 67 n. 

kien-tchong, rre Chien-chung. 

K‘ien-ying, see Ch'ien-ying. 


K'ieou-tseu (Ch'iu-tzii), see Kucha. 

Kighillik, ‘the dunghill,' at Ak-sipil, 
477 sqq. 

kilamudra, designation of double wedge- 
tablets, 365, 368. 

Kilik Pass, ease with which it can be 
crossed, 21 ; meeting of ethnic areas 
near, 22. 

Kin, district, 67 n. 

‘ King’s New Monastery ’ described by 
Fa-hsien, 194 n., 224. 

Kirghiz, in Kashgar, 147. 

Kisangafiga Valley, routes into, i ; the 
Dards of, 3. 

kitchen, see cook-room. 

K'iu-cha, see Ch'ia-sha. 

K'iuan-yu-mo (Sarikol), identified with 
Wu-ch'a, 42 n., 43 n. See also 
Sarikol, Wu-sha. 

Kiz-kurghan, ‘ the tower of the daughter 
(or princess),’ xv, 35. 

Kizil, oasis, 86. 

Kizil-Debe, old site, near Khan-arik, 86. 

Kizil-Debe (‘ the Red Mound ’), ruined 
Stupa, near Kashgar, 77 sq. 

Kizil-dum, dunes near Keriya river, 
420 n. 

Kizil-Tam (‘the red wall’), fragments 
of pottery at, 116. 

Kizillik, the ‘ Red (sands)’, dunes near 
Endere river, 420. 

Klementz, M. I)., gives specimen of 
forged MS., 511. 

knot-dyed fabric (E, i. 029), 430, 442. 

knuckle-bones, sheep's (N. xv. 001. j), 
374 . 411 - 

K’o-koan-t'an,K'o-lo-t'o, 57 . &eSarikol. 

K'o-p'an-t'o, 43 n. See Sarikol. 

K'o-shih-ha-li, Chinese transcription of 
Kashgar, 48 n. 

Kobza-girara-shah, 458. 

Kobza-girem-shahr, 458 n. 

Kochkar-Oghil, grazing-ground, 3 to. 

Kohitsu, Mr. Rionin, arranges Chinese 
documents from Niya Site, 370 n. 

Kohmari (Komarl), etymology of the 
name, tgo ; Hill of K., see Go&hga. 

Kok-yar, see Tzu-ho. 

Kokcha Valley or Yamgan (Yin-po- 
chien), gin. 

Koko-Nor, see Kuk Naur. 

Kokul-toghrak, grazing-ground, 420. 

Komari, see Kohmari. 

Komedi, mountain district, identified 
with the Chtt-mi-t'o of Hstian-tsang 
and the ‘land of the Kuroedh', 54; 
the ChU-mi-chih of Wu-k'ung, 64. 

kone-shahr, ‘ ancient city,’ supposed, at 
Hasa-Tam, 79; north of Niya, 310; 
term applied to old remains of any 
kind, 450 ; formation of, 459. 

Kdnsamdma, a demon, 434 n. ; Ak-taz, 
spoken of as his town, 454. 

Korgach, on the Endere river, 443. 

Kdsa, village, 233. 

Kosh-Langar, ruin near, 99. 


kolh, Skr. koila, castle, 2. 

Kou, see Ku. 

Kou-che-mi, see Kashmir. 

Kouo Hin, see Kuo Hsin, 

Koutcha, see Kucha. 

Ku, town of Khotan, 522 n, 

Ku-shih-mi, Chinese name of Kashmir, 
see Kashmir, 

kua/i, ‘ frontier pass, guard-house,’ 98. 

Kuan-shih, in Chinese inscription, B09. 

Kuang-t§, king of Khotan, 167, 168. 

Kubera, the god of wealth, worship of, 
158 ; statue in the Lahore Museum, 
ib. n,, 208; at Dandan-Uiiiq, 253; 
at Rawak Vihara, 494. See also 
Vaisravana, 

Kucha (Ch'iu-tzu), the Protectorate of 
An-hsi established here, 8, 60; in- 
cluded in the ‘ Four Garrisons ’, ib., 
534 ; visited by Wu-k'ung, 64, 536 ; 
political relations with Khotan, 450 ; 
identified with Ngan-si, 534; isolated, 
through Tibetan conquest, 536; 
mentioned in N. xv. 93. a, b, 371, 
537 ; under the Tsin dynasty, 544. 

Kuei, king of Khotan, 176. 

Kujula-Kara-Kadphises,coinof, 205, 575. 

Kuk Naur (i.e. Koko-Nor), lake, 449 n. 

kul, a marshy depression, 192. 

Kul-langar ('the rest-house by the 
tank’), old site, 116. 

Kum-Chaklik, grazing-ground, 444. 

Kum-i-Shahid 5 n, Muhammadan shrine, 
near Aiding-Kul, 226 ; identified 
with the site of Lu-shS convent, 230. 

Kum-rdbal-Padshahivi, ‘ My Lord of 
the Sands Station,' popularly named 
Kaptar-Mazdr, 119; legend of the 
pigeons, ib. ; a survival of Hsiian- 
tsang’s legend of the sacred rats, 120,' 
izr ; red clayey soil near, 468 n. 

Kumarajlva, Indian Pilgrim, calls Kash- 
gar Sha-lS, 48 ; his account of Bud- 
dha’s alms-bowl at Kashgar, 67, 68; 
taken prisoner at Kara-shahr, 544 n. 

Kumaralabdha (T'ung-shou), carried off 
from Taksasila, 37. 

Kumat, jade pits, 472. 

Kumedh, see Komedi. 

Kurauchakar, village, 5rg. 

kumush (a coarse grass), 239, 418, 443, 
444, 474 ; as building material, 454, 
458. 

Kun-lun range. Ptolemy’s Kao-ia opt], 50; 
explorations in, 124. 

Kunala, son of A^oka, at Taxila, 164. 
See also Asoka. 

Kung-yueh, tribe, rebels against the 
Chinese, 175. 

Kungeya, name, mentioned in Kharosthi 
document (N. iv. rgfi), 326. 

Kuo Hsin, governor of the ‘ Four 
Garrisons’, 64, 533 sqq. 

Kuran or Zebak (Ch'ii-Iang-na), 31 n. 

Kurghan, ‘ fort,’ 730. 

Kusana dynasty, in north-western India,- 
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369; Kharojthl inscription of K, 
period, li. 

Kusattasata, name, in KliarojthI docu- 
ments, 365 n., 366. 

Kuskua, ‘ breast of the earth,' Sanskrit 
name of Khotan, a ‘ popular ctymo- 
logy’. *53 sq., i57i Sec also 
Ivhotan. 

Kustaua, king of, defeated by the Chi- 
nese, 45S. 

Kustana, son of Asoka, in tlie Tibetan 
legend of Khotan, i6o, 161, 584. 
Sec also Aioka. 


Lachin-ata, Mazar of, 457, 464. 
lacquered bowls (D. v. 9), 372, 297; 

(N. sv. 001. a). 373, 410. 

Ladak, wrongly identified with Great 
P'o-lU, 5 n. 

Laisu, oasis, 468. 

Lan, town, 436 n., 522 n. ; identified 
with Ni-jang, ib, 

‘ Land of the Women mentioned in the 
Pci shih, 171. 

Langar, or roadside Sarai, at Kara-dong, 


449 - 

Lapouge's Homo Alpinus, represented 
by the G.alchas, 144; by the people 
of Khotan, 145 sq. 

lead, crescent-shaped ornament (M. 

. 001. h), found at Togujai, 1 13. 

Leang-tcheou, sec Liang-chou. 

leatlier, ancient documents on : (Niya 
338, 340. 342. 344 £qq.. 40*. 
403 sqq.; how folded and closed, 
345 sq. ; how sealed and addressed, 
346 ; leather as writing material, 
347 ; used in Kashmir for binding 
Sanskrit MSS., r’A; (?) piece of scale 
armour (N. w. 005), svi, 374, 411. 

legends, of sacred pigeons, irg ; of 
sacred rats, ib. sq., 264 .^q. ; of origin 
of Khotan, 156 sq.; of Go^rnga, 1S6, 
189; of Somi)-a mound, 224 sq.; of 
the Naginl of ‘the drum-lake', 227 
sq. ; of the Lu-she convent and the 
introduction of sericulture into Kho- 
^n, 229, 259; of the introduction of 
Buddhism, 231; of Uzun-Tati, 460; 
of UlOgh-Ziarat, 463. 

IMaharaka, ‘letter-carrier,’ 366. 

lekhavacitu, ‘letter-reader,’ 3*68 n. 

Levj, Prof. Sylvain, on Chinese name of 
Kashgar, 49 ; on connexion of Kash- 
gar with Khasa, 51 n. ; on Chinese 
names of Khotan, 153 sq. ; on iden- 
tity of Mounts Gosrnga and Gosir.sa, 
*86 ; on the name Kohmarl, 190. 

'> ihe characters of, invented by Vairo- 
cana, 232. 

measure, 32, 233, 235. 
■nsieh, mentioned in Chinese docu- 
ments, 266, 257 , 268, 521 sqq.; 
Identified with Dandan-Uiliq, '267. 

it* Later Han Annals, 167 ; 
V) connected with Li-yul, ib. n. 


Li Pi, Chinese statesman, 535 . 

Li ShCng-t'ien, king of Khotan, 178 sqq. 

Li Shih-san (Li Che-san), mentioned in 
Cliincse document (E. i. 36. a), 516 . 

Li-sie, sec Li-hsieh. 

Li YUan-chung, governor of Pci-t'ing, 
64, 531 . 

Li-yul, ' country of Li,' Tibetan name 
of Khot.an, 155. ‘ The Annals of 
Li-yul,’ translated by Mr. Rockhill, 
153. Sec also Khotan. 

Liang-chou, couimandcrics dependent 
on. 37*. 338 . 

Lien Ch'i, Chinese official, 523 . 

Licn-ytln, fortress, held by Tibetans, 8 ; 
now' Sarhad, ib.’, c.aplurcd by Chi- 
nese, 9. 

lihitaka, * letter,’ 368. 

Limira, name, in Kharo.sthi documents, 
366. 

Lipeya, Sothaniga, an official, mentioned 
in Kharo.jlhi documents, 326, 351, 
366. 

‘ Little Vehicle ’, see Hinayana. 

Liu-cStisg, ‘ Six Cities,' 267 . See ‘ Si.x 
Cities'. 

Liu-la, a misreading of Su-lfi, 48 n. 

livistarcna anadilekha, ‘ letters of in- 
junction written at length,’ 365. 

Lo-lasung, said to be one of the ‘ Six 
Cities’, 268. 

Lo-pu-ycn, officer, mentioned in Chinese 
documents from Niya Site, 371, 538. 

Lo-ssu-wen, ambassador from Khotan 
to China, 180. 

loans, Chinese records of (D. vn. 2, 3, 4), 
=75. 37<>. 52<>sqq. 

local legends, continuity of, at Uzun- 
Tati, 460. See also legends. 

local worship, continuance of, in Khotan, 
12* sq.; at Kohmarl, 189 ; at Aiding- 
Kul, 228; at shrine of Kum-i-Shahl- 
dan, 230; (?) at the Burhanuddin 
Mazar, 310; (?) at the Mazar of 
Imam Ja'far Sadiq, 313 sq. ; at Ulugh- 
Ziarat, 463. 

Loezv, Prof. L. de, analysis of loess soil 
of Khotan, xiii, 75, 124, *27. *280., 
588 sqq.; of Yotkan, 196 sqq., 588 
sq. ; of drift-’ sand ’ from Dandan- 
Uiliq, 342, S90; /*°'** Ak-sipil, 589 
sq. ; from Niya Site, 590. 

loess (‘adobe’), used for making bricks, 
77, 80; cast in moulds and stamped, 
80, 85 ; forms drift-’ sand ’, 100, 127 ; 
brought under cultivation, 1 04 ; eroded 
by winds, 107; loess banks as ‘wit- 
nesses’, 108; loess soil of Khotan, 
124, 127 ; of Yotkan, 198, 588 sq.; 
identity of loess at Yotkan and at 
ancient desert sites, 199; used for 
building rampart of Endere fort, 434. 
and of Ak-sipil fort, 47S. 

Long Houei. See Lung Hui. 

Lop, canton of Khotan. Sec Sampula. 

Lop, village, 468, 470. 


Lop-Nor, route to Sha-chou, 183, 184; 
the ancient Na-fo-po or Lou-lan, 435 ; 
called Kuk Naur by Mirza Haidar, 
449 **• 

lotus, grown in Khotan, 253; pedestal 
in form of, 246, 250, 297, 422, 423, 
497 j represented in frescoes, 253, 
273. 274, 333 ; on painted panel, 280, 
298; as vesica, on stucco relief, (R. 
»• 2), 503 ; on chair (N. vii. 4), 334, 
397; on stucco reliefs, (D. i. no), 
245, 290; (D. It), 292 sq.; (D. xii. 
3. 5). 302 ; (D.T. 02), 245; (E.i. 014), 
44*. 

Lou-lan, see Na-fo-po. 

Lu-chan, sec Vairocana. 

Lu-shfi convent, mentioned by HsUan- 
tsang, 229 ; identified with Vihara of 
Ma-dz.a, 230; and with site ofKum- 
i-Shahldan, ib. 

Lung Hui (Long Houei), king of Y'en- 
ch'i, referred to in N. xv. 93 a, b, 537 , 
543- 

Ma, female name, on Chinese docu- 
ments, 527 , 529. 

Ma-dza, identification of, 230. 

Ma-hao-lai (Ma-lai-hi), king of Little 
P'o-lU, 7. 

Ma-lai-hi, see Ma-hao-Iai. 

Ma Ling-chih, Chinese soldier, 275, 
526 sq. 

Ma Ta, governor of Tun-huang, 168. 
Macartney, Mr. G., c.i.e., help given 
by, vii, 47, 518; on finds of ancient 
pottery _at Kurghan-Tim, 76; and 
Islam Akhun, 100, 102 ; on the 
present official name of Khotan, 
*550.; obtains Chinese documents, 
266, 267; MSS. in cursive Brahml, 
270; on Chinese records on wood, 
358. 

Madhumali, old name of the Bandopor 
Nullah, 2. 

Mafc’s, Jlacedonian merchant, route to 
the Seres, 54. 

vialianuava maharaya, title on Kharosthi 
tablets, 32X, 325, 366. 

Mahayana or ‘ Great Vehicle ’, followed 
in Khotan, 56, 169, 174, 585 ; in Kar- 
ghalik, 56, 90; predominant in con- 
vents of Chia-pi-shih, 57 ; in the 
tracts south of the Hindukush, ib.’, 
studied in Huo (Kunduz), ib. n. ; in 
Tzu-ho, 92 ; Mahayana text found 
at Dandan-Uiliq, 257, 295 (Note i). 

‘ Maheb Khojam ’, see Muhibb Khwaja. 
Mahmud Karam Kabuli, legend of, 449, 
463, 464. 

mail, coat of, on stucco figure (Dandan- 
Uiliq), 252. 

Maitreya, picture of, 261. 

Makuya, canton of Khotan, 13* n. sq. 
Malakalagan, village, 454. • 

Mamfigaya, name, in Kharosthi docu- 
ments, 366. 
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Mafijusrl, picture of, 260, 280 sq. ; 
mentioned in Sanskrit MS. from 
Endere, 439 (Note xxiii). 

Manuscript leaves as votive offerings, 
(Dandan-Uiliq), 261 sq. ; (Endere), 

423- 

Iklanuscripts, found at Dandan-Uiliq, 
256 sqq., 263, 265 sqq., 374 sqq., 
294 sqq. ; found at Endere, 424 sqq., 
438 sq. See also Pothis, tablets. 
Mara, his temptation of Buddha repre- 
sented, 209, 219. 

Margoliouth, Professor D. S., on 
Judaeo-Persian document, xiii, 307 
sq., 370 sqq. 

hlarinus of Tyre, account of the land 
of the Seres, 53 sq. 

Martin, J., traveller, 184 n. 

masks, terra-cotta, from Yotkan, 215; 

from Khotan town, 218. 

Mastoudj, see Mastuj. 

Mastuj, route followed by Chinese ex- 
pedition, 9; the ancient Shang-mi, 
15 n., 16 n. 

matting, tamarisk (Niya Site), 323, 333, 
336. 342. 

Maues, clay seal resembling head of 
(N. xxiii. i), 356, 380. 

Maurl-Tim, Stupa, 81 sq., 103 ; oblong 
mound, 84; smaller ruins, 85; ruin 
of Kaplar-Khana, / 3 . 

Maya, relief in slate (Kh. 003), 222. 
Mazar-oili-Sai (‘the sai of the Mazar 
lands’), 472. 

Mazar-tagh, ‘the hill of the sacred 
shrine,' 314 n. 

Mazars, or graves of Muhammadan 
saints, Muztagh-Ata, said by the 
Kirghiz to be a Mazar, 43 ; Kara- 
kul Mazar, 101 ; Kum-rabai-Pad- 
shdhim, 119; in Khotan, r40,' at 
Kohmari, 187 ; at Somiya, 234 sq.; 
of the Three Ghazis near Aiding-Kul, 
229; of Imam-Musa-Qasim, 233 ; of 
Sayyid Burhanuddin Padshahim, 310, 
445, 452 ; ofimam Ja'far Sadiq. gig ; 
of Shitala Padshahim, 444; Arish- 
Mazar, 453 ; of Lachin-Ata, 437, 
464 ; Supuji Mazar, 439 ; Ulugh- 
Mazar, 461 sqq. See also Ziarats. 
Memoir on the ancient Geography of 
Kashmir, referred to, i, 4, 159, 
160. 

Meng-chin, river, see Hsi-to. 
hlerghen, ‘ hunter,’ 443. 

‘Ming’ (‘a thousand’) or canton, 131. 
Mirdschai, mentioned in the Hsi yil 
wen chien lu, 44. 

mirrors, see bronze objects, mirrors. 
Mirza Haidar, see Haidar. 

Misgar, in Hutua, 21. 

Mo, town, mentioned by Sung YUn, 
• 156 ; site of, probably near ‘old 
Domoko’, 463 n. 

Mo-chin-mang, king of Little P'o-lii, 7 ; 
defeats the Tibetans, 7, 13. 


Mo-cho, see Kapagan Kagan. 

Moji, oasis, ancient remains at, no. 
Mokuila oasis, 100; ddbris area near, 
103. 

monastic buildings, ruins of, at Kichik- 
Debe, 78; Topa-Tim, 80; Dandan- 
Uiliq, 258, 275 sqq. ; Endere, 430 sq. 
See also Sahgharamas. 

Mongol supremacy over Eastern Tur- 
kestan, 183. 

Mongolian, quasi-, types of face, in 
Khotan art, 163, 166 n. 
monkeys, gold figure (Yotkan), 194, 
210; terra-cotta (Yotkan), embracing 
amorously, 208, at 3, 215, 217; ithy- 
phallic, 208, 212, 214, 215, 217, 482 ; 
playing a rabab, 208, 213; a sitar, 

207, 208, 212, 213, 214; a syrinx, 

208, 212, 213, 215; sitting in medi- 
tation, praying, laughing or feasting, 
208,213,213,219; grotesques (Yot- 
kan), 211 sqq. (Khotan town), 218 
sqq., (Tam-Oghil), 473. 

Mount Cow’s Head, 187 . See Goirhga. 
‘ mountain of the Ox-head now Koh- 
mari Hill, 179. See Gosrhga. 
mouse-trap, wooden (N. xix. 3), 376, 
412. 

Mu-li-yen, chief of the T'u-yli-hun, in- 
vades Khotan, 170. 

Mu-to-pi,- see MuktapTda. 

Muhammad Arslan Kh5n, coins, from 
Togujai, 1 1 1, 573 ; Yotkan, 206, 575, 
576; Uzun-Tati, 461, 577; Ak-sipil, 
476. 578 ; reign of, 461. 

Muhammad Shah, guide, 445. 
Muhammad Sharif, treasure-seeker, 
482 sq. 

Muhammad Siddlq, accomplice of Islam 
AkhOn, 509. 

Muhammad Tari, accomplice of Islam 
Akhun, 509. 

Muhammadan coins, uncertain, found 
or purchased, 575, 376, 378. 
Muhammadanism, see Islam. 

Muhibb Khwaja (Khoja Maheb Kho- 
jam), Muhammadan saint, his hlazar 
at Kohmari, 187 ; on a site formerly 
sacred to a Buddhist saint, 189. 
Muktapida (Mu-to-pi), king of Kashmir, 
assists Chinese, 13. 

mulberry, introduced into Khotan, 229. 

See also tijme. 

Mulla Shah, guide, 445. 

°mumtra, in Kharo.sthi documents, 368. 
mural paintings, see frescoes, 
music, in Khotan, 141. 
musical instruments in terra-cotta figu- 
rines (Yotkan), 208, aia, 213, 216. 
See also rabab. 

Muztagh-Ata, position of, 23, 45;* au- 
thor’s route past M.-A., 40 ; legend 
of, 45- 

Na-fo-po or Lou-lan, identified with the 
vicinity of Lop-Nor, 435. 


Nagari characters, on paper MS. (D. m. 

9). 295- 

Nagas, a poisonous Naga, mentioned 
by Sung Yiin, 29, 30 n.; Nagas 
convert Li-yul into a lake, 139; at 
Kohmari, rgo; of ‘the drum-lake’, 
227; king, Hu-lor, 232; in fresco 
(Dandan-Uiliq), 248 ; in Endere 
sgraffito, 568. 

Nagh^a-khana, mound near Yotkan, 
200. 

Naghdra-khdnah, ‘ the house of the 
kettle-drum,’ mound near Aiding- 
Kul, identified with convent mentioned 
by Hslian-tsang, 227 sq. 

Nagini, of ‘the drum-lake’, legend nar- 
rated by HsUan-tsang, 227; repre- 
sented in fresco at Dandan-Uiliq, 
. 253 sq. 

namadis, ‘ felt-rugs,’ mentioned in Kha- 
rosthl document, 367. 

Nan-ni, king of Little P'o-ltl, 7. 

Nan-tsung-ch'ang, king of Khotan, r 80. 

Nandasena, name, in Kharosthi docu- 
ments, 365 n., 366. 

Naushirwan, said to have placed his 
daughter in Kiz-kurghan, 35. 

Nestorian Christianity, see Christianity. 

Ngan-si, Protectorate, identified with 
Kucha, S34. 

Ni-jang, visited by Hstlan-tsang, iden- 
tified with Niya, 311 , 435, 444, 456 ; 
with Lan, 522 n. 

Ni-mo, false reading for Chii-mo, 435 n. 

Niaz Hakim Beg, governor of Khotan, 
excavations at Yotkan, 192, 193 n.; 
at Dandan-Uiliq, 281. 

Nigudar, route of, from Badakhshan 
towards Kashmir, 14 n., 130. 

nimbus, in frescoes, 424, 431, 440; on 
painted panels, 278, 279, 291 sqq., 
298- sq.; in stucco reliefs, 288 sqq.; 
at Kighillik, 478, 480 sq.; at Rawak, 
486, 491-9. 503 sqq. 

Nina, mentioned in Kharosthi tablet 
N. i. 16, perhaps identical with Niya, 
3”. 326. 

Ning-mi, 167 . See YU-mi. 

Niu-l'ou, Mount, see Gosrhga. 

Niya, oasis, identified with HsUan-tsang’s 
Ni-jang, 31 1 ; and (?)with Niya, ib.; 
route from Endere, 443. 

Niya river, 313; shrinkage of, 383, 

384 sq. 

Niju. Site (ancient site beyond llte Niya 
river), wooden pens found, 173, 335; 
clay seals, aro, '318, 320, 338, 400; 
wind erosion at, 242, 327 sq.; StQpa 
2b 315, 339: finds of Kharo.sthi 
tablets, 316 sqq.; construction of 
houses, 317, 322; description of 
tablets, 318 sqq., 347 sqq., 357 sqq.; 
e.xcavation of office rooms, 325 sq. ; 
ancient ice-pit, 329; e.xcavation of 
kitchen and store-room, 331 sq. ; 
arrangement of houses, 332, 33s, 
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34a : fresco onumcnlalion, 333 ; 
ancient arbours and orchard, 337 ; 
ruin with human remains, 338 ; ruincrl 
Stop, 339; ancient rubbish-heap, 
340 sqq. : documents on leather, 33S, 
340, 344 sqq-; Chinese documents, 
358 sqq., 370 stjq.; deciiiherment of 
documents, 363 sqq. ; historical d\la 
of Chinese rule, 370 sqq.; time of 
abandonment of site, 373; finds of 
caned wood, 375, 377, 378; ancient 
tank, 378 sq.; extent of ancient site, 
38a ; site, a terminal arsis, 383 ; pro- 
bable causes of its abandonment, 384. 
non-Sanskiitic unknown hm.qu.rgc.s, ue 
Iranian (IvasSein) ; I’roio-'ribctan {?). 
‘Northern Gate’ of Kashmir, 1. 
jVi/, rr/ 1 . 

Nuqlah Rashid, 181. 

‘numdalis’, m felt, mamadis, 

Nura river, 439. 

njjj-a-KiuJru altitude, in frtssco (D. 11. 
08), 348. 


O du\:n, Mongol name of Khotan, 154 n., 

» 55 - 

oases, of Eastern Turkesl.ln, 94 ; 
ardiatological interest of ' terminal 
oases', 95; thetr water-supply, 96. 
383; difficulties of irrigation in oases 
eastof Khotan, 96, 113, 133; clurac- 
leiistic features of a icttninal o.rsis, 
3831 419; scattering of ixapulation in 
an oasis, 383. 

oasis of,^'rashmalifc, 47 ; Klshgar, 63 , 
69; Kizil, 86; .'\ciichik, 86; Yar- 
kand, 87; Kargiulik, 89; Gdma, 
99; Mokuila, too; Moji, no; Zan- 
S^y-t. 1 * 5 : I’iilma, 117; Khouii, 
123 sqq.; Tawakkcl, 337 sq,; Keriya, 
310; Nq-a, 311; Yanunguz-Tarim, 
383, 41S; Endcrc-Tariro, 384, 420; 
Domoko, 454; Kara-kir, 439; Gu- 
bkhma, 463. 

Opgeya, mentioned in Kliarosihl docu- 
ment, 336. 364 n. 

orchards, remains of ancient (Daridaii- 
Uiliq), 341, 273, 383; (Niyj Site), 
330. 337, 340, 378, 380. 

Ordam-Padshah, shrine, legend of, 

86 . 

vp/ujnjptoi-, traders’ station mentioned 
by Ptolemy, 54 ; identified witli 
Irkeshiam, 55. 

ornaments, pottery, stucco, rre stucco, 
opph'jud ornaments; terra-cotta, <r/>- 
ornaments. 

Ou-k'ong, sie Wu-k'ung. 

OuVgours, see Uigurs. 


Pa-mi-lo, HsUan-tsang's name for the 
Pamir region, 30. 
pidukas (sacred footprints), S34. 
Pa^n-na, 62. S<e Farghana, 
painted panels, set panels, 
paintings, murid, set frescoes. 


Pakhpos, hill-tribe, their racial affinities, 
.XV, 36, 91, 143. 

Pallas Athene, in cl.iy seal (N. xv. 34 ), 
2 ‘o. 338, 3 . 54 , 400; (N. -xv. 137), 
3551 405; (N- XV. i 66 ), 355, 406; 
(N. XV. 307), 334, 403. 

Pishyj, the old P‘o-lll, designation ap- 
plied by the Dards to the Ualtis, 6. 

Pamecli, P.lniir so called by Benedict 
Goi-z, 41. 

P.'iniirs, topography of, 23; called Pa- 
mi-lo by lIsU.rn-ts.mg, 30; llsU.an- 
Is-ing’s journey over the P.'imirs, 
30s<j. ; supply dilficultics, 33; called 
Ts'uiig-ling by F.i-hsien and the 
Tsin Ann.als, 334 n., 543 . Set also 
T.ighdumb.'isi> Pamir. 

Pan Ch'ao, Chinese genera), conquers 
Khotan, 53, 168. 

Pan D.'iriir ( Ta-jen), Amban of Khotan, 
assistance rendered by, vii, 337, 338; 
on Chinese wooilcti slips, 338; his 
learning, 507; his clemency, 513; 
f.ircwcll to, 514. 

PiS!i-h^n, identified witli Farghana, 


37-. 

Pan Yung, Chinese general, |68. 
f^P.(h.s-fjris?i.sd, the great quinriucnnial 
.aisembly, 63 , 

panels, jiainted wooden, Dand.ln-Uiliq 
(D. It), 347, 330 sq., 391 sqq.; 
(U, IV. 4, 5), 364 .Mj.. 396; (D, vt. 3, 
4). 374 , 297: (U. '»!. «, 5 . 6 ), 
377 S< 1 < 1 -. 398 sq. ; (D. x), 359 i-q'I-, 
399 sqq.; Hnderc (E. ii. 1), -fjt, 
443. 

Panj.'ib, Government of the, makes 
grant for expenses of expedition, vi. 
Pao, Chinese official (N. xv. 85), SJ 3 . 
Pao-niiiig, Buddhist monk, 277, 53 i. 
Pao-yllan period, coin of, 461, 577 - 
paper, manufactured in Khotan, 135; 
date of paper MSS., jA; found at 
Dand.'in-Uiiiq, 347, 369 sq. ; none 
found at Niya Site, 363; chrono- 
logical significance of this fact, 369 ; 
that used for Tibetan MS. probably 
imported from Tibet, 426. 
coloured sketches (E. i. 19- 

a, b), 429. 438 sq- , . , 

documents, in BrJhml characters 
(Dandan-Uiliq), (D. (T.) 018), 336, 
303; (D. in). 356 sqq. 204 ^q-i 
(D. iv), 365, 270. 296; (D- «)- 274, 

297; (D.vm), 281, 399; (D.x), 361, 
301: (Endere), 424 sq-, 438 sqq-; 
Chinese (D. v. 6), 267, 297, 5*5; 
(D. vu- 3, 3. 4, 7), 275 sqq., *98 sq., 
«2 533; (E. i. 8, 3<»- 2, 44), 427, 
4?8 439.54<5. 547; Judaeo-Persian 
(D. ooY), 302, 307 
(E. i, ir, 15, *9, 20, 25, 31). 425 -q-, 

Paiip^name, in Kharosthi documents, 
p£ described by Marco Polo, 14 n.; 


name of modern Muhammadanized 
tribe in the PanjshTr Valley, si, 
pii/rn, alms-bowl, see Buddha, relics of. 
patra, SttSpa of the turned-up, 83 n., 
23 1 j (?) Chalma-kazan, 335. 
patterns on pottery, see terra-cotta. 
Pe-shan, P 03 . See P'i-shan. 
peach, see shaftalQ, 
jiearls, seed (K. oor. c), 451, 

Pes', name of tlie ruling family of 
Kashgar, CG. 

Pei-iis, ‘ the northern gorge 8. 

Fci LGng-lGng, king of Kashgar, 64, 
5 PXJ n. 

Pei shih, account of Khotan, borrowed 
from Hui-shGng, 169, 201. 
Pci-shih-pi-Iicn, name or title of king of 
Khotan, 173. 

Pei-t'ing, Protectorate of, 63, 6^,531 sq.; 

occupied by the Tibetans, 1 7 7, 536. 
Pein, mentioned by Marco Polo, 140, 
436, 457 ; identified with HsUan- 
tsang’s Ei-mo, the modern Uzun- 
Taii, 385, 432, 463. 
pennons, set b.inncrs. 
pens, wooden, from Ny-a Site, 173; 
mentioned in Liang Annals as being 
used in Khotan, 170, 173, 360; 
(N. X. 03-03), 335, 398 ; (N. XV. 106), 
335, 403; XV. 21), 359. 

Persia, ambassador from, to China, 1 70. 
Persian document from Dandan-Uiliq, 
see jud.ico-Pcrsian. 

n.imcs in Btahral documents, 272. 
types in Khotan art, on seals 
(B. 1 ). 001. d, j), 219; on paintings 
(D. X. 4), 360, 261, 300; (D. X. s), 
300; ( 1 ). X. 8), 261, 301 ; [D. VII. 6), 
279 sq., 399. See also Iranian. 
Pcsluwar (Puiufapura), Buddha's alms- 
bowl shown here, 68 ; pigeons at 
the shrine of Shaikh Junayat, rain. 
Petkie, Professor Flinders, ix. 
Petrowsky, M. N., on Stupas near 
Kashgar, 74, 76 n., 81 n. ; on Maurl- 
Tim ruins, 81 n. ; purchases frag- 
ments of Kharosthi MS., 188; help 
acknowledged, 517. 
phalaka, or writing-board, 36a. 
phallus, terra-cotta, from Yotkan, 212, 
213. 

pi or small stem of wood, used for 
writing in ancient China, 3 G 0 . 
Pi-chih-fo, see Piatyekabuddha. 

P'i-lu-chan, see Vairocana. 

Pi-lu-che-na, see Vairocana. 

P'i-mo, identified with Uzun-Tati, 283, 
3ri, 462 sq.; with Marco Polo’s 
Pein, 285, 452, 457, 463; HsUan- 
isang's account of, d 55 ,- identified 
with Sung YUn’sHan-mo, 457, 463; 
and with K'an, 4 .G 3 n., 522 n.; and 
with Ta-iG-li, 467, Uzun-Tati. 

Pi-sha, Khotan constituted into the 
Government of, 176 . 

Pi-sha-men, see Vaisravana, 
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P'i-shan (Pe-shan), now the oasis of 
Guma, 97, 103, 167 ; name of new 
district, xv. 

Pialma, oasis, see P'o-ch'ieh-i. 

Pten i lien, notices of Khotan, 15 1 sqq., 
178 sq. 

pigeons, at Mazar of Kumrabat-Pdd- 
shdhim, 119; a sacred bird to Mu- 
hammadans, 131 . 

‘ Pigeons’ shi ine ', see Kaptar-Mazar. 

Pirs, on the Afghan frontier, 37 n.; 
legend of Pir on Muzlagh-Ata, 45. 

PiscHEL, Prof. R., on etymologies of 
Kashgar, 49. 

pitch-fork, wooden (Niya Site), 384. , 

Piteya, an official, mentioned in Kharo- 
stht documents, 326, 366. 

plaster, in construction of Stupa, near 
Thol, 20 ; at Mauri-Tim, 82. 

Plates, references in the text to, see 
separate index. 

P'o-ch'ieh-i {Po-kia-i), now the oasis of 
Pialma, 98, 117, 173 n. ; shrine and 
legend of, 118; (?) ancient frontier of 
Khotan, ib. 

Po-chih, position of, 14. 

F’o-kai, 97', possibly identical with 
Pialma or P'o-ch'ieh-i, 117. 

Po Huan, king of Kucha, 523 n. 

Po-kia-i, 117. See P'o-ch'ieh-i. 

Po-la-sse, 34 n. See Po-la-ssu. 

Po-la-ssii {Po-la-sse, Po-li-sse), Chinese 
transcription of Persia, 34. 

P'o-lei or So-lei, river,near Ab-i-Panja, 8, 

Po-li-sse, 34 n. See Po-la-ssu. 

Po-liu, see P'o-lU. 

P'o-lo-men or Brahmans, go, 92. 

P'o-lU or Pu-lu (Po-liu), survives in the 
designation Paloyo, 6 ; importance 
of, to the Chinese, 7. 

P'o-lU, Great, the modern Baltistan, 
mentioned in T'ang Annals, 5 ; 
wrongly identified with Ladak, ib. n. ; 
subject to China, 6; to Tibet, ib. 

Po-lu, Little, the modern Gilgit, men- 
tioned in T'ang Annals, 6 ; kings of, 
7 ; constituted a military territory by 
the Emperor Hsuan-tsung, ib.; oc- 
cupied by the Tibetans, ib. ; recovered 
by the Chinese, 8 sqq., 63, 177; 
capital of Yeh-to, 10. 

Po-ln-lo, mentioned by HsUan-tsang, 6 n. 

Po-m6ng, see Po-yU. 

P'o-t'S-mo, king of Chieh-shuai, ii. 

Po-t'iao, ‘king of the Great YUeh-chih 
allied to the Wei,’ 371, 537. 

Po-to-chang-na, now Badakhshan, men- 
tioned by HsUan-tsang, 31 n. 

Po-yU (or Po-mSng), now the village 
group of Tong, 29. 

Pocgayaesa, Sramana, mentioned in 
Kharosthi document, 365 n. 

Polo, Marco, description of the Pashai, 
140.; route from the central Pamirs 
to Kashgar, 41 ; opinion of the people 
of ‘ Cascar ’, 49 n., 70 ; account of 
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Yarcan (Yarkand), 87; account of 
the Khotanese, 139 sq. ; visit to 
Khotan, 183; description of Char- 
chan, 436; account of Pein, 457, 463. 

Ponak, hamlet, 464. 

‘Ponak, old’, deserted village, 458. 

poplars, ancient trunks of, 314, 330, 
337, 378, 380; as building material, 
317, 330, 333 ; ancient poplar leaves, 
329. 337 - 

porcelain, Chinese, fragments (D. K. 
002. a-d), 461, 464; (D. K. 003. k), 
461, 465. 

porcelanous frit, see frit. 

Posgam-Bazar, 89. 

‘Potais', 99, 421, 502. 

Pothis, pictorial representation (Dandan- 
Uiliq), 255 ; portions, found in D. in, 
256 sqq.; in D. iv, 265; in D. v, 
263 sq. ; in D. vr, 274 ; at Endere, 
424 sq. 

potsherds, see tena-cotta, pottery. 

pottery, see terra-cotta, pottery. 

P'ou, see P'u. 

Fou-li, see Fu-li. 

Prajnd Paramild, MS. found at Dandan- 
Uiliq, 257, 258, 295. 

Prakrit, on Kharosthi documents from 
Niya Site, 321, 364 ; historical import 
of its use, 368. 

Pratyekabuddha (Pi-chih-fo), 231, 232, 

234., 

Preliminary Report, published, x. 

Procopius, on Serinda, 134. 

Proto-Tibetan (?), non-Sanskritic lan- 
guage, 150, 272 ; texts (Dandfin- 
Uiliq) (D. HI. 8, 14), 257, 295; 
(D. V. 1, 2, 7), 265, 267, 272, 296, 
297 ; (D. X. 9, 10. a), 262, 301 ; 
(Endere) (E. i. 1, 2, 3), 438, 439 
(Note xxii); (E. i. 7), 425, 440 (Note 
xxvi) ; (E. i. 9), 440 (Note xxv) ; 
439 (Note xxiii). 

Ptolemy, account of the land of the 
Seres, 53 sq.; Issedon Serica, now 
Khotan, 134. 

Fu-, Buddhist monk, 277, 531. 

Pu-ko-yi, mountains, mentioned by 
Sung Yun, 29. 

Fu-li (P'ou-li), in kingdom of Chu-chU- 
pan, gi, 92. 

Pu-nye-shar, Chinese princess, intro- 
duced silkworms into Khotan, 230, 
581. 

Purusapura, see Peshawar. 

Pyagpag, mentioned in Tibetan sgraffito, 
432 ) 369- 

quadriga with charioteer, in intaglio 
from Khotan, 209, 220. 

Qutayba ibn Muslim, effect of his con- 
quests on the Chinese empire, 5 ; 
captures Kashgar, 48 n., 62. 

r omitted in Chinese rendering of Turk! 
names, ro n. 


rabab (mandoline or guitar), terra-cotta 
(Ydtkan), 213; on painted panel 
(D. n. 010), 251, 294 ; found at Niya 
Site (N. xii. 2), 336, 399. 

rdhddri, system of, 2 n. 

Rahula appears in the form of Buddha, 
231. 

Rdjalarahgint, statements in Stein’s 
translation rectified (II. p. 435), 5 
n.; (IV. 126, note), 13 n. See also 
Kalhana. 

Rakiposhi, Mount, 20. 

Ramchand, Pandit, on excavations at 
Ydtkan, 192 sq. 

Ram Singh, surveyor, deputed to ac- 
company Stein, vi ; appreciation of 
his services, 518. 

Rapson, Prof. E. J., assistance rendered 
by, xii, xiii, 520 ; on coins from 
Togujai, iro n., irr; on Tibetan 
titles in Kharosthi documents from 
Niya, 149 n.; on Kharosthi docu- 
ments, 311, 318, 320, 326, 364 sqq.; 
on inscription on clay seal (N. xv. 24), 
355 ; on coins found or purchased at 
various sites, 575 sqq. 

rats, Hsfian-tsang’s legend of the sacred, 
survives in the legend of Kaptar- 
Mazar, 120, 121 ; their chief, repre- 
sented on painted pane] (D. iv, 5), 
121, 264 sq., 296. 

Rawak, near Dandan-Uiliq, remains of 
StQpas, 304 ; inscribed wooden tablet, 
305; objects found, 306. 

Rawak Stupa, march to, 483 ; excava- 
tions, 484 ; dimensions of Stupa, 485 ; 
Vihara court, plan of, 484 sq. ; relief 
sculptures, 486-499 ; quasi-Mongo- 
lian faces in relief sculptures, 165, 
166 n., 495 : wavy drapery, 246, 490, 
491; approximate date of abandon- 
ment, 501. 

rayadvara, ‘royal court of justice,’ 
366 n. 

rayadvara-purasthila, ‘ president of the 
royal court’, 366. 

Razdiangan Pass, see Trag»bal Pass. 

Read, Mr. C., on manufacture of' frit 
or celadon, 381. 

relievos, in stucco, see stucco reliefs. 

R^jiusat, M. Abel, on Khotan, 133, 
151 sqq., 178 sq. 

Rgya, India, 16 1; generally means 
China, ib. n., 581. , 

ring, gold split (R. 003), 506 ; signet 
(B. D. 001. c), 219; (N. 0015), 381, 
415; soapstone (H. 001. d), 473- 
See also bronze rings. 

rise of level in cultivated ground, see 
silt-deposits. 

rivers, shifting of, in Eastern Turkestan, 
383; shrinkage, 383, 385. 

roads, in Khotan, explanation of their 
low level, 197, 238. 

Rockhill, Mr. W. W., on the ‘ Drupa. 
type’, 147, 149; translates ‘The 
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Annals of Li-yul', 153, 159 sqq., 
232, 581 sqq. 

Roman work; clay seals (Niya Sile), 
357; Aphrodite (JI. 001. k), 113; 
Eros (Kh. 002), 209, 220; (N. xv. 
330). 3Sni 408 ; quadriga with cha- 
rioteer (Kh. oor. a), 209, 320; P.illas 
(N. XV. 166), 333, 406. 
rubbish-heap, ancient (Niya Site), 340 
sqq. 

rug, ancient (N. vii. 3), 33a, 333 sq., 397. 
rush walls, 380. AVc also fences. 

Sa-pi-po-hsien, chief of Little P'o-lU, 
defeated by the Chinese, 177. 

Saca, locality mentioned in KharojthI 
document, 326. 

saddle-tree, donkey’s (N. viii. 3), 332, 
397- 

‘Sai’, dry river-bed, 80, 93, 96, no, 
162. 233. 3»ii472. 483.502; absent 
in the Khot.an oasis, 133. 
Saiht-Martix, V. de, identified Ch3- 
chii-chia with Yarkand, 87. 

Sakii, in painting (Dandan-Uiliq), 
(D. X. 8), a6r, 3or. 

Salis/amia-sii/ra, found at Endere, 362, 
423 sq., 438 sq.; edited by Dr. Bar- 
nett, 549 sqq. 
salt, reefs of, 314. 

Samantasiddhi, comes from India to 
Khotan, 581. 

Samasena, name, in KharofthI docu- 
ments, 365 n., 365. 

Sameka, a messenger, mentioned in 
Kharoftlil document, 326, 364 n. 
Sarnghati, under-garment, 230. 
Sarnghila, name, in KharofthT docu- 
ments, 366. 

Samjaka, name in KharosthI documents, 
366. 

Sainkak.sika, garment, 230. 
Sampula-Lop, canton of Khotan, 13 1 n. 
sq-. 137. 470- 

‘sand’, drift-* sand ’, productive when 
irrigated, 100, 103, 103, 128 ; protects 
against erosion, 105; overruns hnd, 
the cultivation of which has been 
abandoned, t27 ; is composed of 
loess, 127, 199; its natural fertility, 
128; at Dandan-Uiliq, 242, 590; 
Prof. E. de Cholnoky, ‘ on the laws 
of drift-sand movement,’ 16 . n. ; at 
Niya Site, 317, 327 sqq., 590; forms 
sand-cones, 458 ; analysis of sand 
from Yotkan and Ak-sipil, 588 sqq. 
Sand-buried Ruins of Khotan, publica- 
tion of, vii, .xi ; correction in, location 
of Fo-ch'ieh-i, 117 n. 
sandstone, (?) plummet (R. 003), 506. 
Sahghaghoja, spiritual adviser of king 
Vijayajaya, 230. 

Sahgharamas, Buddhist monasteries, at 
Chih-na-po-ti, 57 n. ; at Kashgar, 70 ; 
at Karghalik, 90; at Khotan, 169, 
174; at Ti-chia-p'o-fu-na, 223; Lu- 


shd Sangharania, 229 sq. See also 
monastic buildings. 

Sanskrit MSS., found at Dandan-Uiliq, 
258, 293 (Notes i, ii, iv, vi); (D. x. 
10. c, d), 262, 301 ; (D. VI. i), 274, 
297 ; (D. IV. r, 2, 3), 293; found at 
Endere, 424, 439 (Note xxiii); (? E. i. 
33). 439. 440 (Note xxiv). 

Sanskrit terms in KharojthT documents 
(Niya Site), 364, 366; in Proto- 
Tibetan MS. (E. i. 7), 423, 

Sarai, ancient, at Kara-dong, 449. 

Sarcil, 40, 42. See Sarikol. 

Sarhad, old Lien-ylln, 8. 

Sarlgh, village, 465. 

Sarigh-kul, or Sarikol, 23 n. 

Sarikol {Chieh-p'an-fo, Ho-p'an-fo, Han- 
(0, K'iuan-yu-mo [Cliilan-yil-mo), 
K'o-koan-t an, K'o-lo-fo, ICo-p'an-t 0), 
geographical position of, 23; impor- 
tance of, ib.; called Sarigh-kul by 
Mirza Haidar, ib. n.; called Sirikol 
(Sirikul), ib. n. : its resources, 24 ; 
its political importance, 35; ethnic 
affinity and individuality of the popu- 
lation, ib.‘, connexion with ancient 
population of Khotan, 26 ; Chinese 
names of Sarikol, 27, 33, 43 n. ; de- 
scription of S. in Tang Annals, 27; 
account given by F.a-hsien, 28; by 
Sung Ylln, 28 sq.; by PIsUan-tsang, 
30, 33; Ins account of the ruling 
family, 34 ; of buildings in the capital, 
37 ; and of sacred sites, 39 ; routes 
from Wakhan to Sarikol, 30, 32 ; 
site of ancient capital atTiish-kurghan, 
35; called Sarcil by GoOz, 40, 42; 
identified with Wu-ch'a, 43 n. ; the 
territory of S. identical with Tash- 
kurghan,43 n.; called Ts'ung-ling, 39. 

Sarikoli language, allied to Wakhi, 25 ; 
said in the T’ang Annals to be iden- 
. lical with that of die people of Khotan, 
26, 27. 

Sariputra, disciple of Buddha, at Li-yul, 
159- 

Sarvastivadin School at Sarikol, 33 ; at 
Wu-sha, 42; at Kashgar, 70; at 
Khotan, 174. 

Satok Boghra Khan, converted to Islam, 
65 ; elements of truth in the legend 
of, 180, 181. 

savalha ‘affidavit’, 367. 

Sayyid Burhanuddin Padshahim, Mazar 
of, 3‘o. 445, 452. 

‘Scythian’ type in terra-cotta mask 
(Yotkan), 208. 

seal cases, wooden (N. xv. 74), 402 ; 
(N. XV. 002), 41 X. 

seal-sockets, on wooden tablets, 318, 
3>9 sq-, 335. 349 sq-, 352, 361- 

seals : agate, carnelion, garnet, onyx, 
&c. (M. 001. k), 113; (B. D. 001. 
c-k), 219 sq.; (Kh. 001. a, b), 209, 
220; (Y. 003, 006), 210; (Y. 008, 
a, b), 21 1 ; (I. 001), 220 ; bone (B. D. 


001. b), 219; bronze (G. 001), 103, 
109; (M. 001. a-d), 1x3; (Y.002. c), 
2X0 ; (Y. 007. a), 2xx; (Y. 009. 
k), 212; (B. D. oox. m), 220; 

(Ya. 001), 322; (N. oox I. a, b), 
4x4; (N. 0013, 00x5, 00x6), 381, 
4x3; (L. 003), 463; (H. oox. h), 
471, 473: (A- 004- c), 476, 482; 
(A. 004. a, 006. b), 482 ; clay, on 
wooden tablets, see clay seals ; glass 
(N. 006), 38X, 4x4; marble (A. oox. 
c), 47<5, 482; nicolo (Kh. 002), 209, 
220 -, (PI. 002), 473; porcelanous 
frit (N. 00x8), 38X, 4x6; stone (Ker. 
003), 469 ; (A. 002. a, 004. b, 006. a), 
476, 482. 

Senakt, M. E., on Stein’s discoveries, 
vii, .xii. 

Serekmutti, Mullah, 223. 

Seres, Mats’ route to the, 34. 

sericulture, see silkworms. 

Serinda, of Procopius, now Khotan, 

134- 

serpentine, button (C. oox), 233. 

sgraffiti, see Chinese sgraffiti, Tibetan 
sgraffiti. 

Sha-chou, route from, to Khotan, in 
T'ang Annals, 436. 

Sha-keu, 88 . See Yarkand. 

Sha-l£, Chinese name of Kashgar, d 8 . 

Sha-lo-chia, monastery at Chia-pi-shih, 
origin of the name, 56 ] possibly re- 
ferred to by Ya’qubI, ib. n.; the ‘ Little 
Vehicle' followed in, 57. 

shaft of spear, see spear. 

sha/lalit (peach), 13X, 337. 

‘ Shahids ’ (martyrs), said to be buried 
at Hasa, x x 3 ; at the Mazar of Kum- 
rabdt-Pddshdhim, xxp; in Khotan, 
X40; near Aiding-Kul, 226; Sayyid 
Burhanuddin Padshahim, 3x0; at 
Mazar of Imam Ja'far Sadiq, 3x3. 

Shaikhs, see Mazars, Ziarats. 

ShakUn-Oghil, grazing-ground, 433. 

Shami Sope, villager of Somiya, 224. 

Sharallan, Alberunfs reference to, 4. 

Shan-i, Buddhist monk, 277, 531 . 

Shan-shan, a state south of Lop-Nor, 

1 68, 37 X, 337 ; the king of, mentioned 
on wooden tablet (N. xv. 345), 3 Q 1 , 

371,538. 

Shang-mi (or ChU-wei), wrongly identi- 
fied with Chitral, 15 n. ; the present 
Masluj and the Yarkhun Valley, 1 3 n., 
16 n. ; properly applied only to the 
valleys drained by the Mastuj river, 
but used by Hsflan-tsang of the 
whole Chitral valley, x6 n.; wrongly 
identified with She-mi by Dr. Mar- 
quart, x6 n. 

shang-tso or sthavira, in Buddhist mon- 
astery, 276, 532 . 

Shao-shSng period, coin of, 206, 376. . 

ShS-kuei, Kagan of the Western Turks, 
asks for the hand of a Chinese prin- 
cess, 59, 93'. 
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She-mi, mentioned by Buddhist pil- 
grims, Id ; identified with Kafaristan, 
ib. 

sheep-dung, cakes of, as building mate- 
rial, 433- 

ShSng, king of Khotan, 177. 
shield of willow-wood, section of, 332. 
Shighnan, ‘the kingdom of the five 
Shih-ni,' 8. 

Shignis, slave-hunters, 24. 

Shih-htt {phayznnes, Che-hou, Beal, 
hti), a transcription of the Turkish 
tide Jabgu, 58 n.; Hstian-tsang’s 
‘Shih-hu, the Kagan of the Turks’, 
identified, 59 n. ; used of Khotan 
princes, 175, 177. 

Shih-U-cln-li-to~ti, Chinese etymology of 
Su-lS, 50 . 

Shih-li-mang-ch'ieh-lo, ruler of T'u-ho-lo, 
letter to the Chinese Emperor, ii, 13. 
Shih-ni, see Shighnan. 

Shih-tzu, (?)king of Khotan, 5 . 25 ; (?) 

Chinese for the name Arslan, ib. n. 
Shiltas, Alberuni’s name for Chilas, 4. 
Shingun river, 36. 

Shinkarl, the Indus Kohistan, 17. 

Shirin, a lady of Varshadeh, legend of, 
38- 

Shttala Darya, 444. 

ShTtala Padshahim, Mazar, 444. 

Shivul, river, 453. 

shoe, hemp (D.v. ii), found at Dandan- 
Uiliq, 272, 297, 372; referred to in 
Chinese document (N. xv. 02), 372, 
540. 

Shou-pa, river, 171 . See Yurung-kash. 
Shu-chih, river, 171 , See Yurung-kash. 
Shu- 18 , see Su-le. 

Shu-p'o, governor of Khotan, 168. 
Shuist, see A-she-yil-shih-io. 

Shulik, Tibetan name of Kashgar, 50. 
Si-kiu-pan, 91 n. See Hsi-chU-pan. 
Si-shan, see ‘ city of the Western moun- 
tains ’. 

Si-to river, 27. See Hsi-to. 

Si-ye, 91 n. See Hsi-yeh. 

Siah-posh or ‘ Kafir ’ tribes, extent of, 15. 
sil, torrent beds, 100. 

Sili, an official, mentioned in Kharosthi 
documents, 326, 366. 
silk fabrics, found at Dandan-Uiliq (D, 
v. 12), 297 ; at Niya Site (N. xv. on), 
. 373. 410; atEndere, 430, 441. 
silk industry in Khotan, 133, 134. 
silkworms introduced into Khotan, 229 
sq. 

silt-deposits from irrigation, at Kurgban- 
Tim,75; atKizihDebe, 78; atYdtkan, 
196 sq . ; near At-bashi, 238. 
Silzibul, see Istami. 

‘Sirnhasana’ (lion’s throne), 249. 

Sin Li-tch'ouan, see Hsin Li-ch'an. 
sindura or sandal-ointment marks on 
painted panels (D. iv. 5), 296 ; (D. x. 
4), 260, 300; on tablets (N. iv. 109), 
393 - 


Sino-Kharosthi coins, fromYotkan, 204, 
675 ) 576 ; from Chalma-kazan, 576 ; 
from Hanguya Tati, 471, 578 ; from 
Ak-sipil, 476, 578 ; from Mazar- 
Tagh, 579. 

Sipa, canton of Khotan, 13 1 n. sq. 

‘ Sipil ’, or fortification, near Ulugh- 
Ziarat, 462. 

^Ita, river, see Hsi-to. 

Sitaka, name, in Kharosthi documents, 
365 n., 366. 

sitar, terra-cotta human figures (Yotkan), 
playing, 216; (Afrasiyab), 519 ; terra- 
cotta monkeys (Yotkan), playing, 207, 

208, 212, 213, 214. 

'Six Cities’, the territory of Khotan, 
266, 267 sq., 522 n. 

Siziitke, lake, 444. 

sketches, coloured, found at Endere, 
429, 438 sq. 

slag,at Topa-Tim, io6; at Togujai, r 14. 
slate, sculptured, from Khotan (B. D. 
oor. a), 209, 219; (Kh. 003. g), 209, 
220; (Kh. 003. i), 221; (Kh. 005), 

209, 221. 

slips, Chinese wooden (Niya site), 338, 
343. 358 sqq., 370 sqq.; resemblance 
to bamboo slips, 358 sq. 

Smith, Mr. Cecil, on clay seal of Athene, 


354 - 


Smith, Mr. Vincent A., xiv. 

So-ehY {Sha-keu), now Yarkand, 88 ', in 
Later Han Annals, 167, 168, See 
Yarkand. 

So-khiu, So-kia, So-kfi, 5 i 9 . jSVrYarkand. 

So-lei, river, identified with Ab-i-Panja, 8. 

So-lei, town in Wakhan, 7. 

So-mo-je, convent, 3 ^ 3 . See Somiya. 

So-yi, river, bridge over, 9; now the 
main Gilgit river, 10. 

soapstone figures, angel (Y. 0026), 217 ; 
Buddha (Y. 0029), 217 ; standing 
figure (Kh. 006), 222. 

Soghd (K'ang-kiu), under the Tsin 
dynasty, 543- 

Sok or Sz', Central- Asian tribe, identified 
with the Sacae and the Sakas, 53 ; 
occupy Kashgar, 53. 

Somiya, village, probably site of HsUan- 
tsang's convent of So-mo-j8 and ‘ the 
King’s New Monastery ’ described by 
Fa-hsien, 194 n., 223-5, 31 1 n.; 
tradition of the present mound, 224 
sq. ; the name Somiya, 225. 

Somjaka, Cojhbo, an official, mentioned 
in Kharosthi documents, 346, 350, 
351. 363 n., 366. 

Sothamga, title, in Kharosthi documents, 

326. 351. 366. 

Sou Kia-yi, see Su Chia-L 

Sou-Ie, see Su-le. 

Sou Men-ti, see Su M8n-ti. 

spear (?}, shaft of (N. viii. 5), 331, 397. 

spindles (N. x. 9. c and 01), 336, 398. 

spittoon of Buddha, see Buddha, relics of. 

spoon, horn (N. xv. 001. i), 374, 411. 


Sramanas, mentioned in Kharosthi 
documents (Niya Site), 365 n., 367, 
. 375 - 


SrimahadevI, in the Tibetan legend of 
Khotan, r6i. 

Srinagar, legend of its foundation, 159. 
Srog-mkhar (‘Life-fort’), 223. 

Sseu-lio, see Ssu-liieh. 
ssu-chu or viharasvamin, in Buddhist 
monastery, 276, 533 . 

Ssu-liieh, Chinese petitioner,'266, 535 sq. 
‘stationery’, found at Niya Site, see 
‘ wooden stationery '. 
statues, see Bodhisattvas, Buddha, Bud- 
dhas or Bodhisattvas, stucco, 
steatite carvings (Y. 0027. b), 217 ; 

(B.D.ooi.l), 220; (Kh.oo3.p,q),22i. 
sthavira, see shang-tso. 
stick, ancient (N. vii. 2), 332, 397; 

walking-stick (N. viii. 6), 332, 398. 
sticks, eating (N. x. 06), 336, 399. 

‘ Stone Tower’, mentioned by Ptolemy, 
54 ; conjectured locations, ib. n. 
siovana, technical term, in Kharosthi 
documents, 368. 

straw, ancient (Niya Site), see wheat- 
straw. 

string, on wooden tablets (Niya Site), 
318, 319, 348; method of fastening, 
349 sq., 352. 

string-hole, in MSS. (Dandan-Uihq), 
256,258; in wooden tablets (Dandan- 
Uiliq), 269 ; (Niya Site), 318, 320, 323 
sq., 335, 348 ; in wooden slip (N. x. 9. 
c), 360; (Endere) (E. i. 2), 424, 440 
(Note xxiii); (E. i. 24, &c.), 426. 
Strlrajya, see ‘ Land of the Women ’. 
stucco : appliqui ornaments, 244 ; frag- 
ments, Dandan-Uiliq, 291, 302, 303 ; 
Endere, 441 ; Kara-dobe, 515, 516 ; 
images, Dandan-Uiliq (D. n), 246, 
250; Endere, 422 sq., 440 sq. ; 
reliefs, of Buddhas or Bodhisattvas, 
244 ; chemical analysis of the stucco, 
244, 586 sq. ; statue of Buddha (?) at 
Dandan-Uiliq, 246; of GandharvI 
(D. VI. 5), 274, 297 ; fragments from 
Dandan-Uiliq, 288 sqq., 302 sq.; 
fragment (gilt) from Rawak (D.R. 
003), 304, 306 ; fragments from 
Endere, 440, 441; from Kighillik, 
477 sq., 479 sqq.; in Rawak Vihara 


court, 486 sqq. 

Stupas, probably represented by ancient 
mounds at Gilgit, 19 ; Stupa, built by 
A^oka Raja at Sarlkol, 37 ; S. ‘ of a 
wonderful and mysterious construc- 
tion’, near Wu-sha, mentioned by 
Hsfian-tsang, 45 ; possibly the peak 
of Muztagh-Ata, 46; S. enclosing 
Buddha’s tooth, 69 ; and alms-bowl, 
69 n.; orientation and central shaft 
or chamber of Stupas in Chinese 
Turkestan, 81 sq.; spoliation of, 82, 
339 ; architectural type of Turkestan 
Stupas, 83 ; traditional account of 
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Slupa construction, id . ; erected in 
front of houses in Khotan, 169 ; 
erected by Vairocana, 170, 231 sq. ; 
the dead buried under StOpas in 
Khotan, 171 ; atSo-mo-jO, 223, 224 ; 
Stupa of i!ie turned-up patra [sliape], 
23*1 235 i identified with mound at 
Chalraa-kazan, 234. 

Stupas described, near Thol, ao ; 
mound near Tash-kurglian Fort, 38 ; 
Kurghan-Tini, 73 ; origin of tlie 
name, id. n. ; description of mound, 
74; original sliape, id.] rise in level 
of surrounding ground, 75 ; finds of 
ancient pottery, 76; interior struc- 
ture, id. ; form of original dome, id . ; 
materials of construction, 77 ; ruined 
mound of Kiiil-Debe, 77 sq. ; ruined 
mound at Topa-Tiin, near Khan-ui, 
80; Mauri-Tim, dimensions of Stilpa, 
81 ; orientation and construction, 82 ; 
ruined mound near Ko^h-Langar, 99 ; 
Topa-Tim, near Gum.i, dimensions of 
Stupa, 104 sq.; Karakir-Tim, ii6sq.; 
mound at Somiya, 224 sq. ; mound 
at Chalma-kaziln, 233 sq.; ruined 
mounds at llawak, 304 ; at site 
beyond the Niya river, 313, 339; 
Fndcrc,437; Arka-kuduk-Tim, 471 ; 
Rawak, 483 sq. ; Jumbe-kum, 503. 

Styles, wooden, j>cns, 

Su-chia, king of Chich-shuai, 1 1. 

Su Chia-i, child’s name on Chinese 
document, oJiO. 

SudS (or Shu-le), Chinese name of 
Kashgar, -JS ; etymologies in Chinese 
Buddhist texts, 49 sq. ; mentioned in 
Chinese Annals, 168, 176; in Chi- 
nese document (N. .w. 93), 37t. 

, o« a/so Kashgar. 

Su-lig, Tibetan n.ame of Kashgar, 58 r. 

bu Men-ii, mentioned in Chinese docu- 


ment, 525. 

bu-mu-ch'ieh, envoy from Khotan, 170, 

bu-shih-h-chih, king of Little P‘o-IU, 7. 
ucama, name, in KharosthI documents, 
3=6. 366. 

ughi)-a, name, in Kharosthi documents, 
366. 

^ut^i/aa, name given to Little P'o-lU, 

Sulayman Khaqan, unidentified hfu- 
ammadan ruler, coins of, from 

"3. 575 ; from 
U Khotan, 576; from (?) Ak-sipil, 
57 ®» 

Sum or Surai, suggested as an earlier 
P onunciation of the Chinese name 
wU-le, 50. 

Sun-Ssii-y ell, Chinese literatus, 267 sq., 

„ 358, 370, 518. ' ^ ’ 

dynasty, coins of the, 206, 234, 
375 sqq. 

Piigfini, route 
She-mi, 14; mentions Chu- 
enu-po, 27 n.; account of Sarikol, 


aS sq.; his route from Karghalilt to 
Sarikol, 29; calls Kashgar S/ia-l/, 
48 ; on the langmage of Chu-chll-po, 
(Karghalik), 90, 92 ; account of the 
Khotanese, 139, 170; legend of 
Vairocana, 23 1 ; his Tso-nio identi- 
fied with Charchan, 436 n., 456; 
account of Han mo, 456 sq,, 463. 

Supuji Mazar, 459. 

Surai, are Su/s^. 

Suryagarbha-sutra, mentions Mount 
Gosirsa, 186, 190. 

Sraslika, on Kharosthi document (N. xv. 
> 7 )i 35*1 too- 

sword, in ancient painting (D. vii. 5), 
278, 298. 

.syrin.v, lerni-cotia monkeys playing 
(Yotkan), 208,212,213,215; terra- 
cotta human figures pl.iying (Yotkan), 
216. 

Sz*, s(( SOk. 

'Ta-c/iti-sdih-/o, see Takf.aiila. 

T'a Fan, see Fan. 

Ta-li period, coins of, 206, 234, 575, 
576.579: documents of, 523; (D. v.6), 
266, 526,333; (D. vii. 3. a), 276 n., 
527 ; (D. vn. 4, .a), 275 n., 529, 533. 

Ta-li, river, 171 . See Y-angi-Darya. 

Tii-Ii-lo, or Darel, referred to by HsU.an- 
t.->ang, 6 : identical with Fa-hsien’s 
T'o-/i {T'o-Iei/s), id. n. 

Ta-mo-hsi-t'ieh-ti or Wakhan, 13 n., 30. 
See Wakhan. 

Taqi’i, Buddhist monk, 277, 281, 530, 
53 =- 

Ta-shih (i. e. Tazi), Chinese name for 
Arabs, 10. 

Ta-te-li, identified with Ilan-mo and 
P'i-mo, 467. 

Ta-ycn, Buddhist monk, 276, 532. 

Ta-yuan, 537. See Farghana. 

Tabarislan, diplomatic relations with 
Chin.a, 308 sq. 

tablets, wooden, found at Dand.an-Uiliq, 
2O9, 296, 297; at Rawak, 303,306; 
at Niya Site, 318 sq. ; wedge-shaped, 
318 sq., 348 sqq.; takhtl-shaped, 
322 sq„ 335 sq., 357. 375 . 376; 
oblong. 323 sq.. 357: rectangular, 
324 sq. ; covering- tablets and under- 
tablets, 325 n.; Chinese tablets or 
slips, 338, 343, 358 sqq., 370 sqq. ; 
arrangement of ‘ double-wedges , 
348 sqq. ; covering-tablet as wooden 
envelope, 348 ; addressing of wedge- 
shaped mblets, 350 sq.; rectangular 
double tablets, 351 sqq. ; clay seals, 
354 sqq.; contents of tablets, 364 
sqq.; titles and names mentioned, 
366 sq. ; technical terms for tablets, 
368 ; list and description of, 383 sqq. 

Tadhkira-i Satok Boghra Khan, 86, 
180 sq. 

‘ Tagh ’ (‘ hill ’) district, in the Former 
Han period, 167. 


Tagharma, in Sarikol, 23 sq. 
Taghdumbash Pamir, route to, ar, 30, 
32; position of, 22; importance of 
this route, 22 sq. 

Tiighliks, ‘ hillmen,’ in mountains south 
of Khotan, 129. 

/'ai-e/ia>i^ (court of sacrificial worship), 
428, 516 . 

T'ai-tsung, Chinese emperor, subjugates 
the Northern Turks, 58 sq. ; extends 
Chinese authority westwards, 59, 93, 
172. 

Tajiks, in Sarikol, suffer from Kanjuti 
raiding, 24 n. ; their ethnic affinity, 
= 5 - 

tak/iti, 269, 322 sq. ; the ancient 
phalaka, 362. See tablets. 
Taklamakan, Dr. Hedin's ‘ancient 
city ’, identical with Dandiin-Uiliq, 
236 ; false derivation of, 435 n. 
Tak.jasil.l (Ta-ch'a-shih-lo), Kumara- 
labdha carried off from, 37 ; Indian 
colony said to have migrated from 
T. to Khomn, 156, 159, 164; lin- 
guistic evidence in support of this 
legend, 163; confirmed by language 
of documents from Niya Site, 368. 
tal (gmpes), 13 1. 

talc, from Rawak (D.R. 004), 306 ; 

from Kighillik, 479. 

Tasn, I wall’ in Turki, 79 n. 

Tam-Oghil, culture-strata of, 473. 
tamarisk, decayed roots used as fuel, 
239, 241; writing on (D. v. 5), 268, 
296 ; matting, see s.v. 
Tamasasarngharama, monastery in the 
Panjab, 57 n. 

T'an-chU, hlount, now Darkot Pass, 9 sq. 
Tang, girl’s name, on Chinese docu- 
ment (D. VII. 3), 527 . 

T'ang Annals, on Gilgit, 5 sqq. ; on 
Sarikol, 27sq. ; on Eastern ’Turke- 
stan, 58 sqq. ; on route between 
Khotan and Kashgar, 97 ; on Kho- 
tan, 172 sqq.; on diplomatic relations 
between Tabaristan and China, 308 
sq. ; on end of Chinese rule in 
Eastern Turkestan, 533 sqq. 

T'ang Dynasty, establishment of the, 
58; coins of the, in, 206, 234, 
283, 370 n., 476, 5.75 sqq. See also 
Khotan, Tarim Basin. 

T'ang sing (‘ The monk of the T'ang 
period’), vii, 237. See Hsuan-tsang. 
tank, ancient, Niya Site, 377. 

Tao-ch'ao, Buddhist monk, 277, 531 . 
Tao-yo, Chinese pilgrim, visits Kash- 

Tao-yUan, Chinese pilgrim, r8o. 

Tarigh, millet, found at Kara-dong, 
448. 

Tdrikh-i-RasKdi, see Haidar, Mirza. 
tarlm, ‘colony,’ 420. 

Tarim Basin, or Eastern Turkestan, 
occupied by the Tibetans, 5 ; called 
An-hsi by the Chinese, 28; Kash- 

4 K 
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garia by the Russians, 51 ; under 
Chinese rule, 52 sq., 57, 175, 370 sq. ; 
decay of Chinese power under Later 
Han Dynasty, 57, 168: distribution 
of Mahayana and Hinayana School, 
57 n. ; subject to the Hephthalites, 
58 ; to the Western Turks, ib. ; re- 
conquered by the Chinese under the 
T'ang Dynasty, 59 ; called the ‘ Four 
Garrisons ’, 60 ; Tibetan inroads, 62 ; 
Chinese authority reasserted, ib. ; 
occupied by the Tibetans, 65 ; king- 
dom of the Uigurs, ib., 178; spolia- 
tion of ancient remains, 82 ; oases of, 
94, see also oases; identity of Bud- 
dhist places of worship with Muham- 
madan Ziarats, 12 1, see also local 
worship; Tarim Basin, not on the 
road of migrations, 138; effects of 
Muhammadan conquest, ib. ; process 
of ‘ Turkization 138 n,, 146 sq.; 
position of women, 142 ; Chinese 
influence under the Tsin dynasties, 
168; under the White Huns, 171; 
Tibetan predominance, 178; Kara- 
Khitai and Mongol supremacy, 183. 
See also ‘ Four Garrisons 
Tash-kurghan, in Sarlkol, a Chinese 
military post, 8 ; called Ch'iian-yu- 
mo in the I’ei shih, 28; and by 
Fa-hsien, 67 ; identified with Chieh- 
p‘an-t'o, 35 ; advantages of the site, 
36 ; description of the walls, ib. ; its 
old name, Varshadeh, 37, 39 ; its 
foundation ascribed to Afrasiyab, 37 ; 
structures mentioned by HsUan-tsang, 
ib. ; wrongly identified with Ptolemy’s 
‘ Stone Tower’, 54 n. 

Tash-kurghan, river and valley, 23 ; 
routes through, 24 ; early settlements 
in, ib.; the territory of T. identical 
with Sarikol, 43 n. 

Tashbalik, Tashbalyk, Tashbulak. See 
Tashmalik. 

Tashmalik (Taschmalik, Taschmelik), 
wrongly called Tashbalik, Tashbalyk, 
or Tashbulak, 46 n. 

Tasmache, village, 515. 

Tathagata, see Buddha, 

‘ Tati ’, at Bai-khan, 86 ; between Guma 
and Moji, 96 ; near Kakshal, 106 
sq. ; general condition of ‘Tatis’, 
107, 382, 458 ; remains surviving at 
‘ Tatis ’, iq8 ; glazed terra-cotta from 
Uzun-Tati, in n. ; at Jamada, 233 ; 
at Endere, 421, 437 sq. ; formation 
of, 45g ; at Jumbe-kum, 502 ; Kara- 
dobe, 515. 

Tatilik, see Ak-taz. 

Tawakkel, canton of Khotan, 131 n. sq. 
Tawakkel, oasis, 237 sq. ; identified 
with Thakkaga, 268, 522 n. 

Taxila, see Taksasila. 

‘Tazgun’, flood-water bed, too n., loi. 
TazI, see Arabs, Ta-shih. 
tchang-che, see chang-shih. 


Tch'eng Sien, see Ch'fing Hsien. 
tcheng-yuan, see Chfing-yiian. 

Tchira, see Chlra. 

Tchitral, see Chitral. 

Tchoti-kiu-pan, 91 n. See Chu-chti-pan. 
Tchou-kiu-po, 91 n. See Chu-chti-po. 
Tfi-tsung(T6-tsong), Chinese emperor, 
64, 534- 

Tfi-tsung, king of Khotan, 180, 
teeth, bagofhuman(D.ii.oi3),25i, 294. 
T'eg-mc'og-mdzod, two poems from 
(E. i. ii), 438, 561 sqq. 
temperatures, in desert, 240, 330, 417, 
464. 

temple ruins, see Dandan Uiliq, Endere. 
• Terek’ (populus alba), 257, 314, 317, 
333. 3S8; as building material, 449. 
terra-cotta ; appUqu^ pottery ornaments 
(Yotkan), 207, 215 sqq.; (Khotan 
town), 207, 220 sqq. 

figurines (Afrasiyab), 519; (Yot- 
kan), 208, 212 sqq.; (Khotan town), 
207, 218 sqq. 

grotesques (Afrasiyab), 519; (Ak- 
sipil), 476, 482 ; (Chalma-kazan), 
235; (Khotan town), 218 sqq.; 
(Yotkan), 211 sqq. 

heads (Yotkan), 208, 214, 218; 
(Khotan town), 208, 218 sq. 

masks (Yotkan), 207, 215, 216; 
(Khotan town), 207, 218, 221. 
monkeys, see s.v. 

pottery, Topa-Tim, 106; Kakshal 
Tati, 109; Togujai, iigsqq. ; Kul- 
langar, 116 ; Karakir-Tira, 117; 
Yotkan, 207, 216 sq. ; Khotan town, 
218, 220sqq.; Jamada, 233; Chalma- 
kazan, 233, 235 ; Dandan-Uiliq, 242, 
265; Rawak, 306; Niya, 312; Niya 
Site, 329, 331, 376, 380, 386, 395 sq. ; 
Endere, 421; 433, 437, 442; Kara- 
dong, 447. 448, 452 ; Ak-taz, 453 sq., 
464; Uzun-Tati, 464; Lachin-ata, 
465; Kenya, 469; Kighillik, 479, 
482; Ak-sipil, 481 sq.; Jumbe-kum, 
502, 503, 506 ; Rawak Vihara, 506 ; 
Kara-dobe, 515; Afrasiyab, 519. 

glazed, Togujai, in, 113, 114, 
115; Uzun-Tati, iii n., 464 sq.; 
Rawak, near Dandan-Uiliq, 306 ; 
Niya Site, 415; Endere, 442; Ki- 
ghillik, 482. 

patterns on, anthemion (T. M, 003. 
c, d), 1 14; bands (T. M. 004. a), 
ib. ; cable (T. M. 004. f, 005. a), 
1 15; diaper (T. M. 005. c), riS. ; fillet 
moulding (Y. 0022), 216; guilloche 
(T. M. 004. a, c, d), 1 1 4, 115; lattice 
(G. 002), 109 ; (Y. 0022), 216 ; 
nebular CT.M. 003. f), 1 1 4 ; (Y. 002 2), 
2 i 6; (K. 004. a), 452; (A. 007.0), 
482; rings (K. 003, 004. b), 452; 
roundels (C. 002. a), 235; scallop 
(T. M. 004. b, g), 114, 1 15 ; sgrafiito 
(T. M. 001. d), 1 13; vine leaves, 
(Mac. 001), 222. 


Tha-khaga (Thakkaga), town of Khotan, 
identified with Tawakkel, 268, 522 
n. 

Thol, ruined Stupa near, so. 

Thomas, Mr. F. W., assistance rendered 
by, xiii, 548 ; e.xlracls from Tibetan 
accounts of Khotan, 152, 581 sqq.; 
on the meaning of Rgya, 161 n., 
581; suggests connexion between 
Li-ktiei and Li-yttl, 167 n. ; on cor- 
rect form of Hgen-to-sban, 186 n,; 
notes on Tibetan poems, 561 n., 
562 n. 

Ti-chia-p'o-fu-na, Buddhist convent, site 
identified, 225. 

T’iao, king of Khotan, 176. 

Tibetan, architecture, possible influence 
of, on style of StQpa near Thol, 20 ; 
hats, worn by Buddhas or Bodhi- 
sattvas (D. vi. 3), 274, 297 ; inscrip- 
tion on seal (B.D. 001. b), 210, 219; 
MSS. (Endere), 425 sq., 438, 439, 
548 sqq. ; earliest known specimens 
of Tibetan writing, 427 ; sgrafliti 
(Endere), 429, 432, 566 sqq. 

Tibetans, in conflict with the Chinese, 
5. 175. occupy Kashgar and the 
Tarim Basin, A; Great P'o-lii, 6; 
Little P'o-lii, 7; threaten to invade 
T'u-ho-lo, 1 1 ; call Kashgar Shulik, 
50; occupy the ‘Four Garrisons', 
61 ; in alliance with the Arabs, again 
invade the ‘Four Garrisons’, 62, 
428 ; e.xpelled from Little P'o-lii, 63 ; 
overrun Ho and Lung, ib., 534 sq.; 
occupy the Tarim Basin, 65, 284, 
536 ; their supremacy broken by the 
Uigurs, ib.; Tibetan admixture in 
the population of Khotan, 147 sq.; 
linguistic traces of Tibetan connexion 
with Khotan, 149; Tibetan notices 
of Khotan, 152 ; threaten Khotan, 
176; Tibetan predominance in the 
Tarim Basin, 178; called the ‘Great 
Fan’, 42S, 546. 

Tim, ‘mound,’ 74, 515. 

Tim, near Kosh-Langar, 99. 

Timan, river, Mirza Haidar’s account 
of, 73 n. See Tiimen. 

Tiznaf river, 89 ; referred to by Hsiian- 
tsang, 90. 

To-jo, in kingdom of Chu-chii-pan, 
91. 

T'o-leih, T'o-li, see Ta-b-lo. 

To-tsong, see Tfi-tsung. 

Tochari, see Tu-huo-lo. 

toghrak (wild poplar), 239 ; dead trunks, 
240 ; in ice-pit, at Niya Site, 329 ; 
near Shivul river, 453 ; at ‘ old 
Domoko’,'459; as building material, 
Kara-dong, 447 sq., 449. 

Togujai, coins found at, no; pottery, 
III; description of objects found, 
113 sqq. 

Tokharistan, called T'u-ho-lo by the 
Chinese, 1 1 ; inhabited by the Heph- 
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iluliU's, 1 1 11., 1 4 ; mcniioncd by 
Wu-k'uns, 5 , 4 1 n. 

TokliU. viHiscr, 11)5 n. 

Tokui-Khlk-lii, ‘Nine Kluk.lii?,’ iiii.igc.^ 
of, 4^1. 

Tokui-kol, ‘ Nine [..ikc-i,' 44.5. 
■roUiighuj.i, ii.iine of uyjicr p.m cf 
\’Anungui liver, 41S. 

Told.lllU, 1<X)1, 445. 

Tong, vill.igc gtoup, n). . 5 ‘.y To-yi!. 
Tonsur.-KuHe, 445. 

To|U-’i'iiu (* ihe li-uih Mouiiil '), nc.ir 
Gttma, Sia\\\ JcbcrilKJ, 104 fij. 
Tojj.i-Tiiii, iKMt Kli.tn-ui, iniiicil Sliii'.i 
and <iu.idian;’!c, ■;>) 

Tojall.i, c.vnton of KIsomii, 151 n. hi- 
_«37- 

'Fon-jHj, su T’u-5'<i, 

Tenon-houang, are Tuii-hu.mg. 

Trag'b.il or U.\idia!ig.in i. 
Irc.isure-jcckcrs, of KliuUn, ^56, 341, 

364. 33V., 4 -' 4 . gj 7 : .U Uiuii-T.ui, 

461; ai Tug.wJoiig, 4<)5, 466; at 
Kighillik, 477 : at Kawak, 4SJ, 

503 . 

trees, dc.u!, in def eit, uf tcrck, tcgbrak. 
trefoil atci), in Buvldhisl caning in 
Gilgit, 10. 

Triiniliu ilgurc, on paintcil [lanclr, (D. 
\ii.6), sgii; (D. x,5), 500; (D. x. S), 
301. 

trifMad, wooilen, for water-jar^ (Dandaii- 
Uiliq), 3515. 

trough, pl.t-'icr (Niya Site), 343. 
Tsan-nio, iG'i’, tu T.v.tr-ma. 

Tiar-ma, country, identical with Ts.iti- 
nio, 333 ; and with Chalma-kai. 5 n, 
233- 

Tst/uylUa iuct, Chinese cncyc!oi)aed;n, 
on Great Fo-lU, f>; on Little Fo-Itl, 
I X ; on K.ishgar, 66 . 

Tse-ho, s{c Tzu-liO. 
ts'cu che, jirefcct, 521 . 

Ttcu-ho, itc Tzu-ho. 

Ts'in Kia-hing, are Ch'in Chia-hsing. 
Tsin-kin, are Chin-chin. 

Tsiu-mo, are ChU-ino. 

Tsmaya, Cojhbo, an official, mentioned 
in Kharo;ihI documents, 326, 366. 
Tso-rao, mentioned by Sung YUn, iden- 
tified with Clnrchan, 43C n., 456. 
ts'ong-che, are ts'ung-sliih. 

Tsu-la grove, 232. 

Ts'ung-ling, the Pamirs, 224 n., 515 , 
Ts'ung-ling, or ‘ Onion mountains ’, 27, 

.,39- 

Ts'ung-ling, Chinese military post, iden- 
tified with Sarikol, 28, 59. Sa Sati- 
kol. 

Ts'ung-ning period, coins of, 20C, 234, 
57fi. 579- 

ts'ung-shih, title of Chinese offici.al (N. 

.\v. 59. b, 1 1 7), 372, 5 dl. 
iu (wooden tablets), 3 G 1 . 

T'u-chUeh, are Turks, Western. 
T'u-ho-Io or Tokharistan, e.'ttent of, xi. 


Tu-luio-I.i, the Toch.iri (Ttikhfir.a), 
,4.1.3 

Tu-huo-lo, ‘the old country of,’ men- 
tioned by ILstlan-tsang, /o.T; identi- 
fied with country rouiul Kiidcrc, ih. 

Ttt-tnan {A-.hst-fhuh ch'il<h-s>ii-chiit). .a 
Turkish chief, conquers Khotan, fio, 
1 73 i defeated by the Chinese, 60, 93, 
.,* 73 ' 

'I'u-po (TiWtaus), 5,44 sqq. Utr 
Tibetan.^. 

Tti,g.x-dong ('the Camel Ilillock-s’), 
465 ; human lemaius found, 466 ; 
cotton fabtics, ;'.k, 468. 

Tugld.'in-sb.thr, old irrigation canal at, 

Tukluni, ar.' Tu-hmv-!o. 

TUmcn, liver, 7,4. 

Tun-hnang, ftonticr siaiioii, .471, 537. 

T'u!!^ I'.ifi'hu, Kagan of the Western 
Turk:;, 58 !(|. 

T‘utig-shou, u{ Knm.'iralaUlha. 

Tutdi, ‘ ttc.isutc-;-cckcr,’ 236 sqq., 44 4 ; 
.IS guide, 340. 341, 470, 4S3, 503, 
510; at l)and.in-L’di(i. 343, 364, 
367, 370, 381; directs guide, 460; 
last dais and death, glfi. 

Tuif.in (kao-ch’.ing). occupied by the 
Chinese, 59 ; the I’rotector.ite of 
An-hii established here, i!>., 60 n. ; 
holds out against the Tibetans, 536. 

Turfiln, ruins ne.ir. compared with 
mound at .M.uul-Tim, 84. 

Tuig.Uli tribes of the 'r'u-chlleh, rcl.t- 
tion.s with the Chinc.se, rta, 66, 

Turk Tctkh.'iii, ruler of Kenh.-iu, 463. 

Turkc5t.3n, E.isteru, are ‘ Four Garri- 
sons ', 'l'.\rim Basin. 

Turk! element in the (xipulation of 
Khotan, 146; language adopted iu 
Khotan, iL 

• Turkij-xtion’ in Eastern Turkcst.'iu, 
138 n., 146 sq. 

Turks, Northern, conflicts with the 
Chinese, 5ft sq., 6 i. 

Turks, Western rru-chileh), dominion 
of the, 58; fall of the, 59, 175; 
rebellious among, 60, 61, Gs, 66. 
See iilio Turgilsh. 

7 ’zu chih t'un^ chieit, account of P'o-IU 
iu, 7, ii ; the last notice of An-lisi 
and the ' Four Garrisons 65, 33 fi- 

Tzu-ho (Tse-ho), now Karghalik, 28 , 
88; identified with Chu-chU-po, 28, 
91 ; identined by modern Chinese 
geographers with Kok-y. 4 r, 92 ; 
visited by Pa-hsicn, ib. See a/so 
Karghalik. 

U-sha, see Wu-sha. 

U-then, Tibetan name of the city of 
Khotan, 155, 159 sq. See also 
Khotan. 

U-then, river, x6o, x6i ; identified with 
the two branches of the Khotan 
Darya, 162. 


Udyana (Wu-cli'ang), c.xloiU of, 6; 
route of Chinese Biiddliist pilgrims 
to, 14. 

Uigurs, revolt of tribes in the region of 
'i’urfiln and Ilrimi, 57; help the 
Cliinese against the Western Turks, 
59 ; allies of the Chine.se, 64, 63 11., 
534. o.lfi ; establish a kingdom iu 
the T. 3 rim Basin, 65, 178, 182. 

Ujat, vilkige, tSg, 187, 189. 

Uji'.\t.vv, CIl E. de, on the G.alchas, 
144. 

f/y'r/ir (mullicrry), 131, 337. 
UIugh-Nisli.ui, ki.'irat, 89 n, 
UlDgh-Zi.Ir.it or Ulugh-.Mazar, sc.irch 
for, 461; dcscripiioii of, .462; old 
fort near, li. ; in IMuhammadan 
legend, 4G3. 

'unknown characters’, HISS, and 
block-])rints in * unknown char.acters’, 
r.aid to liavc been discovered near 
Kliotan, 100 ; iiiscriplioii (Y. 
ooH. a), 210, 21 x; forged HISS., 

307. 

' unknown laugu.ige ’ in documents 
from D.iiid.ln-Ui!i() and Euderc. See 
Ii.liiiaii (E.istcrn); Proto-Tibetan (.’). 
Ujajiv.i, name, ill Kharo.jthi documents, 
366. 

tlriii (apricot), 131, 337. 

‘Ust.ings’ of the irrigation system in 
K.ishgar, 75. 

tr/.», • news/ in Kharosthi document, 

363 »• 

Uitaras.iiiga, robe, 250. 
utUuiya (scarf), 278 n., 2S0, 294, 
398 sq. 

Uzun-Taii, ' die distant Tati ’ (IlsUan- 
tsang’s P'i-mo : Sung YUn’s lian-mo : 
Hlarco Polo’s Pein), 385 sq., 3xx, 
462 sq. ; glazed terra-cotta found at. 
Ill n., 4G4 ; construction of fort, 
434, .462; legend of, .460; descrip- 
tion of site, li.-, objects found, 461, 
.464 sq. 

Vairocana (P'i-lu-cIiQ-na, P'i-Iu-chan, 
Lu-chan), said to have first preached 
Buddhism in Kliotan, 164, 231, 232 ; 
causes a Stupa to be erected, 170, 
231, 232; this Stupa identified with 
mound .at Chalma-kazan, 234. 
Vaisravana (J^i-sha-meti) or Kubera, 
said to have been the ancestor of 
the first king of Khotan, 156 sq. ; 
worship of, in Khotan, 158 ; in the 
Tibetan legend of Khotan, 159 sqq. ; 
Khotan called P'i-sha after the god 
V., 176; temple of, described in the 
Yin-i, 202 ; stucco statue (Dandan- 
Uiliq), 253. 

Vajra, bronze (Toguj.ai), (HI. 001. e), 
1x3; on p.aimed panels (Dandan- 
Uiliq), 260, 296, 299, 300, 301 ; 
stucco relief ornaments (E. i. 07, 08), 

423. 440- 
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Vajra (thunderbolt), in painting, 260, 
279, 280 ; in stucco reliefs, 491. 
Vajracchedika, JIS. found at Dandan- 
Uiliq, 258, 295. 

Vajrapani, picture of, 260. 

Vajrasattva, in picture, 280. 
varaviudra attitude, 491. 

Varshadeh, old name of Tash-kurghan, 


37. 39- ' 

vesica, on painted panels (D. 11. 2i), 
292; (D. x. 7, 8, ii), got; on 
stucco reliefs (D. i. 42), 245; (D. 1. 
99). =45. 290 5 (D. I- 2), 288 ; (D. I. 
69, 70), 289 ; (D, 1. 94), 290 ; (D. ii. 
6, 10, 12), 291; (D. It. 08), 293; 
(R. ii. 3. c), 491 ; (R. -xii, xiii), 493 ; 
(R. Ixxix, &c.), 499 ; (R. ii. 2, 3. a, 

si. i), 503- 

Victoria, Lake, probably ‘ the great 
Dragon Lake ' of Hsilan-tsang, 30. 
Viharas, Hgen-to-shan Vihara, 186; 
Hgum-stir Vihara, 223 ; at the king’s 
New Monastery, described by Fa- 
hsien, 224; of Ma-dza, 230; of 
Tsar-ma, 232 ; other Viharas built 
in lihotan, 581 sqq. 
viharasvamin, 276. See ssu-chu, 
Vijqya-, in the Tibetan list of Khotan 
kings, probably connected with Wet- 
cnih, 153, 173. 

Vijayasantbhat-a, king of Khotan (Li- 
yui), 164, 232, 581. 

Vijayavirya, king of Khotan, builds a 
Vihara, 186, 223. 
vine-leaf, for fig-leaf, 253, 255. 
votive offerings, painted panels (D. 11), 
247, 251 ; MS. leaves (Dandan- 
Uiliq), 261 sq. ; (Endere), 262, 425; 
coloured sketches (Endere), 429 ; 
strips of textiles, ib. ; coins, 486, 
493. 49<5. SOI. 


wages of labourers in Khotan, 238. 
Wakban, called Hu-mi by the Chinese, 
7, 8; called Ta-mo-lisi-t'ieh-ti by 
Hsiian-tsang, 15 n., 30 ; called 
Guhyal, 21 ; routes from Wakhan to 
Sariicol, 30, 32. See also Hu-mi. 
Wakhjtr Pass, route over, 32 sq. 
walking-stick, see stick, 

Wang, family name of kings of Khotan, 

172. 

Wang (?) Chih-cliiang (Tche-tsiang), 
Chinese commander-in-chief, 427, 
517 . 

Wang Ching, Chinese general, r68. 
Wang-Daloi, Chinese trader, 233, 234. 
Wei-ch'ih, if) a rendering of the Sanskrit 
Vtjaya-, 153, 173 n. ; the family 
name of the ruling dymisty of Khotan, 

173 , 523 n. 

Wei-ch’ih Chang, see Chang, 

Wei-ch'ih Fu-shilt-chan, see Fu-shih- 
chan. 

Wci-ch'ih Fu-tu Htiung, see Fu-lu 
llsiung. 


Wei-ch'ih Kuei, see Kuei. 

Wei-ch'ih T'iao, see T'iao. 

Wei-ch'ih Wu-mi, see Wu-rai. 

Wei-ch'ih Yao, see Yao, 

Wei-kuan (‘ Wei passage ’), 97 sq. ; 

(?) ‘ Gate of reeds ’, 98 n, 
wei-na or karmadana, in Buddhist 
monastery, 276, 277, 281, 533 . 

‘ Wei passage ’, see Wei-kuan. 

Wei-tch'e, see Wei-ch'ih. 

‘ W estem City i. e. Khotan, 1 6 6, 1 6 7 n. 
wheat-straw (Niya Site), 342. 

White Huns, see Hephthalites. 
whorl, bronze (K. 002. m), 452 ; 
pebble (N. 004), 414; terra-cotta 
(K. 002. 1), 452; (Y. 0020), 216. 
WiESSER, Prof. J., on paper manufac- 
tured in Khotan, xiii, 135 ; on paper 
of Judaeo-Persian document, 307 sq., 
571; on paper of Tibetan MS,, 
426. 

wind erosion, see erosion, 
wood, as a writing material in early 
India, 362; in Khotan, fi. ; men- 
tioned in Liang Annals, 170, 173, 
See also tablets. 

wood, carved (N. i. 121), 390 ; (N. -xv, 
133). 404 ; (N. .\-.x. 01-03), 377, 413 ; 
380. See also brackets. 

WoonnuRK, Sir John, vi. 
wooden framework of stucco statues 
(D, II. 09), 294; Rawak Stupa, 487. 
wooden image (N. xvi. i), 375, 41 1. 
‘wooden stationery' (Niya Site), 319, 
326, 329, 348 sqq.; possibly of 
Chinese origin, 361. 
wooden tablets, see tablets, 
wooden tripod, for water-jars (Dandan- 
Uiliq), 258. 

wooden vessel (D. xii. 6), 302. 
wool, tangled cords of (N. xv. 001. k), 
374. 411. 

woollen carpet, see carpet, 
woollen fabrics (N. xv. 016), found at 
Niya Site, 374, 410 ; (N. .xviii. or. c), 
412. 

Wou, see Wu ti. 

Wou-cha, see Wu-sha. 

Wou-k'ong, see Wu-k'ung. 

Wou-tch'a, 43 n. See Wu-sha. 
woven fabric (D. v. i a), see silk fabrics. 
Wu-ch'a, see Wu-sha. 

Wu-ch‘ang, Chinese name of Udyana, 
see Udy.ana. 

Wu-eh'i, see Kara-shahr. 
n'u-ehu coins, found at Yotkan, 205, 
575 ; from Dandan-Uiliq, 577 ; from 
Niya Site, 369 n., 577 ; from Endere, 
577’, from Kara-dong, 447, 450, 
577; from Ak-sipil, 476, 578; from 
Rawak SiQpa and vicinity, 483, 486, 
493. 496. 498, 500 sq.. 578; from 
Jurabe-kum, 502, 579 ; period of 
u'u-cku currency, 501. 

^Yu-duart, Mongol name of Khotan, 

• 34 u.. >35. .SVf Khotan. 


Wu-k'ung (Ou-k'ohg), Chinese pilgrim, 
visits Kashmir from Gandhara, 2; 
describes routes into Kashmir, 3; 
route to Chii-wei, 16 n. ; calls Kash- 
gar Sha-ld and Su-le', 48 ; visits the 
‘Four Garrisons’, 64, 533, 536; 
references to Kashgar, 66, 67, 71 ; 
on the Chinese names of Khotan, 
155; visit to Khotan, 177, 522 n., 

533 536. 

Wu-mi, king of Khotan, 175. 

Wu-sha, 43 n. (Wou-tch'a (WuHth'a) 
of the Pet shih and Wou-cha (Wu- 
sha) of Hsiian-tsang (Beal: U-sha), 
Hstian-tsang’s account of, 42, 88; 
identified with the country between 
Yarkand and Yangi-Hisar, 43, 87; 
possibly extended also to Sarikol, ib. 
n. ; jade found, 42, 44, 87; legend 
of an Arhat, 45. 

Wu ti, Chinese Emperor, in his reign 
Chinese authority asserts itself in the 
‘Western Countries', 52, 57, 370, 
537; Khotan first mentioned in 
Chinese records, 166 ; dated docu- 
ment (N. XV, 326) of his reign, 169, 
370, 537; records, &C., in N. xv 
must have accumulated in his reign, 
373 ; relations with Kucha, 544 ; 
with Farghana, 545. 

Ya-(rli-Uan, Chinese name of Yarkand, 

87. 

Ya-mSn, Chinese official residence, 335, 

507. 509. 

Yahyamutti, Mullah, 223. 

Yakonicb, identified with Yaka-arik, 
40 n. 

Yaksa kings or Lokapalas, the four, in 
Buddhist iconography, 253, 494. 

Yaqub Beg, and Sarikol, 25, 36; do- 
minion in Khotan, 142; economic 
results of his rebellion, 384. 

Yamgan, see Kokcha Valley. 

YangChin-ch'ing, Chinese commandant, 
267, 524. 

Yang-ling, (?) vilhge, 276. 

Yangi-arik, ‘the New Canal,' 104 ; 
objects found near, 109. 

Yangi-arik, village, 237. 

Yangi-Darya, ‘the river of Black Jade,’ 
the eastern branch of the Kara-K3sli,_ 
I'll, 178; called Ta-li in the Pei 
shih, 171, 201, 

Yantak-chaval. 420. 

Yao, Wei-ch'ih, king of Khotan, 64, i77> 
266, 522 n., 523 n. 

Yarcan, Marco Polo's name for kar- 
kand, 87. 

Yarkand, YSrkand {So-eh'f, Sha-kcu, So- 
khiu, So-kil, So-kiil, &c.), formed part 
of the ancient Wu-sha, 43 ; its anti- 
quity, 87 ; meaning of the name, 87 n.; 
during the T'ang Dynasty, 87 sq.,' 
during the Han Dynasty, 88, 167; 
Chinese names of, 88 ; its commercial 



iniporuncc, tk; called Iliarchan by 
Goiii, ik 

Yark.\mi river, uc lUi-lo. 

Yarklifla Valley, the ancient SbaiiK-mi, 
ion.; c.dkd Klio. below Ma^iOj, /?•. 

Y.\nun5ua river, 418; thining of iu 
course, 419, 444 . 

Y.irtungua-’r.tiiin, o.isis, 418. 

Y.ajas. a minbierof Afoka, in the legend 
of Khoian, 160 sij. 

Y.istn (.\-nu-yUch), route from the Upper 
Indus to the 0 .\us V'alley, •; ; invaded 
by the Chinese, 9 ; called Arrii.:/i or 
Ar!iij\; by the Darvis, and A-nu-j Ueh 
by the Chinese, 10. 

Ya\v.a-tj slang, stream, 5 if,. 

Vazfd, mentioned in Judaco-Ikrsian 

^ document, go.S.^ 570, f,7Jt Mp 

Ye-u-l.x, king of KhoUn, aja, jtir. 

Ikh-hj, identihed with Ych-io, to n. 

Ych-hu, su Shih-hu. 

i Chinese name of YarLmd, 

S7. 

Ych-tas, a.'c Hephthalitcs. 

Yeh-to, capital of Little P'o-lU, 10 ; 
called Ych-ho by \Vu-k‘ung, 16 n. 

' Yellow Canal 98. 

Fcn-<h'i, mentioned in document (N. xv. 

93- 3 , b), 371, 5 dr. AVr K.ua-shahr. 
Yi, ut I. 

Yi-fa, a« 1 -fa. 

Yilba-Sarigh, tenninal oasis, 383. 

Yin-i, mentions Gotnaii river, iS6; 
temple of Vaisravaiia, aoa. 

Yin-po-chien, ut Kokcha V.alley. 

Yin-m [Hindus], are Hindus. 

Ying-ch'ing, Buddhist monk, 377, 531. 

Ying-ts'ing, are Ying-ch'ing. 

Yoka-ioghrak, 443. 

Yotkan, qu.isi-Mongoli.an faces in terra- 
cotta figurines found here, 165, 166 n,; 
site of the ancient c.ipii.il of Khotan, 
19O1 5*41 excavations at, 192 sqtp ; 
culture-strata, 193, 198; its position 
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according to Kao Chtl-luii's reiiori, 
aoo; according to earlier Chinese 
notices, aoi ; its buildings, 203 ; 
coins found at V., 204 sipi. ; anlujucs 
acquired, 206 siiq., atosqq. ; analysis 
of loess soil, 196 sq(]., 588 sq. 

Ydtkan-Y.ir, nivine, 19 1 ; its formation, 
192. 

Yocso, Sir M.ickwotth, vi. 

Chinese for ‘j.ulc’, 132; (.>)forms 
part of the name Fsl-fun, 155. 

Yil-chih (Yil-tchc), wrong rc.uling for 
Yii-i’icn, 155 n. 

i'tr-iij, * jade liver,’ .87 n. 

i’:.'-d:.j'(Vll-li\uiy), identified with Ta.sll- 
kurgli.tn, X’S. 

Yil-iin, king of Khotan, 167. 

J (also cdicd //„•«-, v;/ and 

AY.'g-.v.'i), kiiigdorii nientiuned in 
Fotmer H.m ,\nn.als, 1(17, 467; not 
to be identified with Keriya, tb. n.; 
ill tlic Annals of the Three Kingdoms, 
103 ; c.illcd Han-mi in the T’ang 
Annals, 467. 

YU-mo, now 'IMih-kurgh.-in, ilS ; men- 
tioned by Fa-hsien, 67. 

Vll-tchc, jrr Vll-chih. 

YU-i'ien, Chinese name of Khotan, 153, 
134 sq.; now ollicially applied to the 
district of Ketiya, 133 n., 310 n., 
467 ; mentioned in Chinese docu- 
ments from Niya Site, 371, 538. Su 
Khotan. 

I'u-tun, Chinese tunic of Khotan, 153, 
133. -SVr it/to Khoian. 

Ytlan-feiig period, coins of, 206, 473, 
.i 73 . 

Ytlan-yu period, coins of, »ob, 573, 578. 

Yue-tchc, :<{ YUeh-chili. 

Yilch-chih, the Gre.at, prob.ibly spoke a 
Turkl-Mongoli-in language, 30 n. ; 
drive out the Sok, 52 ; invade Su-lC‘, 
53 ; Buddhism in liicir dominions, 
37 ; referred to in Chinese document 
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{.M, .XV. 53), 372, 510; lr.ader .4 from 
tlieir country, the first makers of gl.ass 

^ in Cliina, 373 sq. 

Yul-arik, s(c Ilsi-ych. 

Yui.k, Sir Henry, dedication to, iii, xiv; 
identification of Groat P'o-lU with 
Ladrdc, incorrect, 3 n.; on Illarco 
Polo’s account of the Pashai, 14 n. ; 
idcniification of Marco Polo's Pein 
with Hsilan-isang’s P'i-mo, 457. 

Vurung-kish, canton of Khotan, 131 n. 
sq. 

Yurung-k.lsli, ‘ [the river ofj White Jade,’ 
•24, 179; called .'\k-Tasli by Mirza 
Haidar, 130 n.; origin of the name, 
132; ideiUified with ‘the lower side 
of the U-then river’, 162; called 
Shou-pa, Sliu-chih and Chi-shih in 
thc/Ws/ii7i, iji, 201 ; silt deposited 
by, 197; and the water-supply of 
Danduti-Uilitj, 285 sq. 

Yiiriing-krish, town of Khotan, 137, 268, 

^ 51111 m, 472- 

Yusuf Qadr Khan, ruler of Khoian, 

1 80 sq. 

Zatiguya, oasis, 1 15. 

Zarafshan river, 43; mentioned by 
Hsilati-isang, 90. Su a/so Hsi-to. 

Za\va-kurgh 3 n, fort, 98. 

Zaw.a-kurghilti, village, 516. 

Zawa-Kuya. canton ofKhotan, 131 n, sq. 

Zebak, rrr Kuran. 

Ziarats, i\fuhamm.adan, of Ordam-Pad- 
sh.lh, 86 ; UlDgii-Nishun, 89 n. ; often 
occupy the sites of Buddhist phees of 
worship, 1 2 1, 122, 140; in Khotan, 
140; scliools attached to, 143; at 
Kohm.'irl, 187; of ‘Bowa-Kambar’, 
225 ; Ulugh-Ziarat, 461 sqq. Sii also 
Mazars. 

Zoroasirian religion, ‘ the cult of the 
celestial god,’ in KSshgar, 66 ; in 
Cliina, 71 ; in Khotan, 17a. 
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